WELCcOME! We're glad that you have chosen to worship with us today. Following
this service, there is a gathering in the Heritage Center for fellowship and
refreshments. Please join us. Our hosts this week are Steve and Kathy Cecil.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Ruby Moffitt to the glory of God and in celebration
of her 1 year membership at Front Street UMC and in memory of her
grandparents.

MEMBERS OF THE ALTAR GUILD serving in September are Marianna Harris, Nancy
Hamby, Carol Pace, Pat Pelt, and Suzanne Troxler.

WE THANK the following for their service during our worship service:
Acolyte: Sarah Moran
Lay Readers: Eva and Henry Cross

PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the pews may be placed in the offering or in the Prayer
Request Boxes in the Reading Area and the Narthex, or you may email the Prayer
Ministry Team at prayer@frontstreetumc.org. We thank team member Vicky
Glassford, who will be in the Prayer Room on our behalf at noon to pray for
requests given on the Prayer Request Cards.

FOOD COLLECTION FOR EASTLAWN BACKPACK MINISTRY
In September we will collect canned funa, fruit cups, granola bars, and peanut
butter (plastic jars NO BIGGER THAN 16 oz.).

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The Morning Circle will meet tomorrow, and Monday, October 5 at 10:00 a.m. in
the Heritage Center. Our focus for both meetings will be preparations for Market
for Missions (November 14, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.).

AsK THE EXPERTS: GETTING OUR DUCKS IN A ROW

Join us for Ask the Experts: Getting Our Ducks in a Row, a three-week series
designed to help you navigate some of the most important decisions that come
with aging. Each session will take place at 10:00 a.m. in Room 404 and will include
fime for questions and answers with experienced local professionals. Attend one
session or all three! Light refreshments will be served at each session.

September 15 - Aging Well
September 22 - Financial Wealth Advice
September 29 - Downsizing & Relocation Tips

Registration is now open! Please RSVP at frontstreetumc.org/events so we can
plan accordingly. For more information, contact Leslie.

FRESH MOBILE MARKET | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 | 1:15-3:30 PM.

We need helping hands to pack food, load cars, and direct traffic at our Fresh
Mobile Market. Your time and energy make a direct impact—thank you for
helping get food info the hands of the hungry!

FALL DisCIPLESHIP BOOK CLUB | FIRST UMC GRAHAM

SEPTEMBER 20, 27, OCTOBER 4 & 11 | 3:00-4:30 P.M.

Join United Methodists from the Corridor District and Alamance County for a four-
week study of Building Beloved Community: The Courage to Love in the Face of
Tyranny. We'll explore how love, rather than fear, can be a response to division,
injustice, and authoritarianism. Please read Part 1 before the first session. RSVP at
frontstreetumc.org/events. Questions¢ Contact Daniel Polito.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

The following dates are available to place flowers in the Sanctuary in honor or in
memory of a loved one: September 20 and 27 and October 4, 11, 18, and 25.
Please contact Linda Paul at 336-543-5081 or Idrose4717@gmail.com for details or
to sign up.

CALLED CHARGE CONFERENCE
A called Charge Conference will be held during the September 24 Visioning Team
meeting for the sole purpose of approving Pastor Daniel Polito’s continuing
education compensation.

CROP WALK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 AT TRINITY WORSHIP CENTER

Come join Alamance County to walk for global hunger and disaster relief.
Registration is at 8:30 a.m. and the walk kicks off at 9:00 a.m. Stop by the
Welcome Center on Sunday mornings to learn more.

CYNTHIA POWELL WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

The Tuesday morning Cynthia Powell Women's Bible Study will again offer Bible
study for women this fall. Our Fall session will begin October 6. Our focus will the
book of First Corinthians and we will meet each Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in Room 401.
Study books are available in the church office. Please plan to join us! If you have
questions, please contact Kathy Adams at 336-339-4872.

SEE BACK OF BULLETIN FOR MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 13, 2024

Sunday, September 13

9:00 Aldersgate Contemporary Worship
9:45 Sunday School

11:00 Traditional Worship Service
3:00 Youth Group Bowling & Arcade

Monday, September 14

10:00 United Methodist Women Meeting

Tuesday, September 15

8:00 Men's Breakfast Bible Study Group
10:00 Ask the Experts: Aging Well Workshop
7:00 Handbell Rehearsal

Wednesday, September 146

8:00 Youth Breakfast Club

2:00 Fresh Mobile Market

7:00 Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, September 17

9:30 Prayer Team
10:00 Creating for Christ Group

Sunday, September 20

9:00 Aldersgate Contemporary Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional Worship Service

3:00 Fall Discipleship Book Club

5:30 Youth Group
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In recognition of Fire Prevention Week, we will once again honor our next door
firefighters and first responders. This idea began last year and was greatly appreciated
by those men and women that serve and protect our community. Members of Front
Street UMC will serve breakfast to each shift change the mornings of October 6,7, and
8 beginning at 8 am. This breakfast is funded entirely by donations. If you would like to
make a financial contribution toward the breakfasts, please contact Rett Davis
at rdavis133jd@gmail.com.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

Women are invited to a 7-week study of Ruth: Loss, Love & Legacy by Kelly Minter.
Through Ruth’s story of loss, loyalty, redemption, and love, we'll explore how God
remains faithful—even when circumstances are difficult or the future is uncertain. This
study will encourage us to trust God's providence, recognize His faithfulness, and
discover how He rescues, revives, and restores. The study begins Wednesday, October
7. at 9:30 a.m. in Room 401. Visit frontstreetumc.org/events to learn more.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

Front Street will host a blood drive on Saturday, October 17, 8:30 am. - 1 p.m. in
Aldersgate Hall. Donors can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org. Also, donors
may text or call Gene Fonville at 336-260-8114 (cell) for more information or fo
schedule your appointment.

Front Street
United Methodist Church

Our Mission:

Knowing Christ * Growing in Christ * Sharing Christ

Pastor Director of Music Ministry

Rev. Ray Warren Dr. Matt Estes

Visitation Minister
Leslie B. Peavy

Associate Pastor
Rev. Daniel Polito

Children’s Minister
Melissa Miller

PO Box 2597 Burlington, NC 27216~ Church Office: 336-227-6263
www.frontstreetumc.org

Follow Us

0060


https://www.frontstreetumc.org/ask-the-experts
https://www.frontstreetumc.org/FMM
https://www.frontstreetumc.org/FMM
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4nvE7mYARn_mHDdAAkgsTR0xR_Bp0oLlHY66OuncKk2M2by8gqfwT-_PFlL4R7bmP45ldsxCImfHdnHWBGpoPF7uLbTOJJ7g0kVPbyDQyZ
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4tRZMbq2a39aOGxvxBF6qyaou5FOtKLN_4AyhhX5gQDd43TyiIBnsEd9EH-kbcLdb1tnYBrgpQ2UEK2wTSb7rUie8xOEeb445zJYV5JBL3
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4lsvA3r9Fh9keFxKfaEpeWtKknm1YDk3Azh-oAysTdJt1uNIAEkcgFtVUYwUuLgx7IpxHSGONheyf_STgGl16UGFGSlMNQ8gEhrc4_4HO1
mailto:rdavis133jd@gmail.com

THE WORSHIP OF GOD
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Welcome to worship at Front Street! Please fill out the
attendance pad found at the end of each pew. You can receive
a digital worship kit by texting “*Worship™ to 833-337-8517. During
the worship service we invite you to stand as you are able
(indicated by *) and join your voice in reading, singing, or praying
the bold text.

All children are invited to remain in the service to participate in
worship. The nursery in Room 308 is open for children up to age 5.

ELEVEN O'CLOCK
GATHERING AND COMMUNITY MATTERS

INTROIT At the River arr. Aaron Copeland
Tim Hudson, trumpet

PRELUDE Trumpet Tune in D David Johnson

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Come, just as you are.

People: We come as we are—not because we have
earned our place, but because God has invited
us.

Leader: Before you accomplished anything, God knew
you.

People: Before we could reach for God, God reached for
us.

Leader: Before you were successful or failed, before you
were praised or crificized, God called you
beloved.

People: We are God's beloved children.

Leader: So lay down the voices that tell you that you are
not enough.

People: We will listen for the voice of grace.

Leader: Come and receive the love that comes before all

our striving.
People: Come, Holy Spirit, and remind us who we are.
All: We are God's beloved. We are chosen by grace.

We are welcomed at this table. Let us worship the
God who loved us first.

* OPENING HYMN UMH No. 57 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
AZIMON

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious and loving God, we confess that we often
forget who we are. We listen to the voices that tell us we
must prove ourselves. We measure our worth by our
accomplishments, our possessions, our appearance, our
relationships, and the opinions of others. We carry the
weight of our failures. We hold tightly to our regrets. We

compare ourselves to others and wonder if we are
enough. And sometimes, O God, we even imagine that
we must earn your love. Forgive us. Remind us that your
grace comes before our striving. Before we could reach
for you, you reached for us. Before we could do anything
for you, you cadlled us your beloved. Free us from the
need to prove our worth. Heal the places within us that
have been wounded by shame and rejection. Teach us to
see ourselves through your eyes of grace. And because
we are loved by you, teach us to see others differently,
too—with more compassion, more patience, more mercy,
and more love. Help us live not for your love, but from
your love. Through Jesus Christ, our Beloved Savior, we
pray. Amen.

* THE APOSTLES' CREED UMH No. 881
| believe in God the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* GLORIA PATRI UMH No. 70 MEINEKE
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Holy God, quiet the many voices that compete for our
attention. Quiet the voice of fear. Quiet the voice of
shame. Quiet the voice that says we are not enough.
Quiet the voice that tells us we must earn what you have
already given. And now, Lord, open our hearts to hear
your voice. Open our hearts to receive your love. Open
our minds to understand your Word. Open our lives to be
transformed by your grace. In the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 103:1-12 CEB
(Please read the bold aloud with the lay speaker.)

Let my whole being bless the Lord! Let everything inside

me bless his holy name! Let my whole being bless the Lord
and never forget all his good deeds: how God forgives
all your sins, heals all your sickness, saves your life from
the pit, crowns you with faithful love and compassion,
and satisfies you with plenty of good things so that your
youth is made fresh like an eagle’'s. The Lord works
righteousness; does justice for all who are oppressed.
God made his ways known to Moses; made his deeds
known to the Israelites. The Lord is compassionate and
merciful, very patient, and full of faithful love. God won't
always play the judge; he won't be angry forever. He
doesn’'t deal with us according to our sin or repay us
according to our wrongdoing, because as high as
heaven is above the earth, that's how large God's
faithful love is for those who honor him. As far as east is
from west—that's how far God has removed our sin from

us.
* SCRIPTURE READING Luke 3:15-22 NT Page 60
SERMON “You Are Chosen” Rev. Ray Warren

HYMN of RespoONSE UMH No. 420 Breathe on Me, Breath of God
TRENTHAM

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(Please feel comfortable praying the words of your tradition.)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kihngdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of
the church. If you would prefer o make your conftribution
via Text-to-Give, just text your offering amount to
FSUMC's dedicated number, 336-489-GIVE (4483).

OFFERTORY Thaxted David Howard Pettit

* DOXOLOGY LASST UNS ERFREUEN
All Singing: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluial Allelvia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ,
whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Allelvia!

Allelvia! Allelvia! UMH No. 94

* CLOSING HYMN UMH No. 347 Spirit Song SPIRIT SONG
* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Festive Trumpet Tunein D David German



