
 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

JULY 26, 2026 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Welcome to worship at Front Street! Please fill out the 

attendance pad found at the end of each pew. You can receive 

a digital worship kit by texting “Worship” to 833-337-8517. During 

the worship service we invite you to stand as you are able 

(indicated by *) and join your voice in reading, singing, or praying 

the bold text.  
 

All children are invited to remain in the service to participate in 

worship. The nursery in Room 308 is open for children up to age 5.  

 
                                                     ELEVEN O’CLOCK 

                                                                    

GATHERING AND COMMUNITY MATTERS 

  

PRELUDE                               The Gospel Train   arr. Harry T. Burleigh 

                                   Margaret Dalton, soloist 

                                               
* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Beloved, this is the core of our faith: nothing can  

               separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Leader: God’s never-ending love surrounds us and calls  

               us, assuring us that through God’s love, all things  

               will work together for God’s good purposes. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Leader: God’s never-breaking love empowers us in the  

               face of temptation, distress, division, and scarcity 

               to hold onto our faith and work together for the  

               flourishing of all God’s good creation. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Leader: Come, let us worship God who is Love, trusting  

               that through joy and sorrow, happiness and  

               despair, contentment and pain, love will carry us  

               through. 
All:         Thanks be to God who forms, connects, and 

               guides us through Love. Amen. 

 

* OPENING HYMN NO. 545  The Church’s One Foundation   AURELIA  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION                           

Creator of all things, who rejoiced in your creation at the 

beginning of the world; forgive us our sins of greed, 

selfishness, and carelessness by which we daily damage 

the beauty to which we have become insensitive. By war 

and violence, we destroy families and their means of 

livelihood. We cut down great forests that are the homes 

of people, animals, and birds. We ill-treat our farm 

animals in the race to outstrip our rivals in food 

production, yet still leave millions of people starving. We 

pollute our air and water with the excess of our greed,  

 

without thought for the disposal of what we waste. For all 

this, we ask not only forgiveness, but also the power to 

turn away from our headlong course of destruction, and 

instead to share in your constant work of creation in 

preparation for the time when your kingdom comes to 

earth as it is in heaven. This we ask through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior, who became part of your creation and gave 

his life for the whole world. Amen.  

 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                         UMH No. 881  
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth;  
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried;  

the third day he rose from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.   

                 
* GLORIA PATRI UMH NO. 70                                                             MEINEKE 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end.  Amen.  Amen.  

                                                       

* PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST     

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your 

Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word 

proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us 

today. Amen.  

 

   SCRIPTURE READING               Psalm 105:1-11                                  CEB              
 

                        (Please read the bold aloud with the lay speaker.) 
 

Give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make his 

deeds known to all people! Sing to God; sing praises to 

the Lord; dwell on all his wondrous works! Give praise to 
God’s holy name! Let the hearts rejoice of all those 

seeking the Lord! Pursue the Lord and his strength; seek his 

face always! Remember the wondrous works he has 

done, all his marvelous works, and the justice he 

declared—you who are the offspring of Abraham, his  

 

 

servant, and the children of Jacob, his chosen ones. The 
Lord—he is our God. His justice is everywhere throughout 

the whole world. God remembers his covenant forever, 

the word he commanded to a thousand generations, 

which he made with Abraham, the solemn pledge he 

swore to Isaac. God set it up as binding law for Jacob, as 

an eternal covenant for Israel, promising, “I hereby give 

you the land of Canaan as your allotted inheritance.”  
 

*  SCRIPTURE READING          Matthew 16:13-23                   NT Page 18 

                                                                                                                             

SERMON                   “Brake Lights, Blue Lights”  Rev. Marshall Old   
                                                                                                                                                                                          

HYMN OF RESPONSE TFWS No. 2129  

                          I Have Decided to Follow Jesus               ASSAM   

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
      
 (Please feel comfortable praying the words of your tradition.) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen.   

 

GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of 

the church. If you would prefer to make your contribution 

via Text-to-Give, just text your offering amount to 

FSUMC’s dedicated number, 336-489-GIVE (4483). 
 

OFFERTORY                      Thanks Be to God               Siegried Ochs  

                                Margaret Dalton, soloist          

                                           
* DOXOLOGY                                                       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

All Singing: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia!                                                   UMH No. 94 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
* CLOSING HYMN NO. 384  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  

                                                                                               BEECHER 

 

* BENEDICTION       

 

POSTLUDE                                Tu Es Petra                       Henry Mulet        
 

                                                            

                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 



 

 

WELCOME! We’re glad that you have chosen to worship with us today. We 

invite you to worship with us again. 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given today by Bill and Becky Buchanan to the glory of 

God and in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary on July 31. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE ALTAR GUILD serving in July are Ruth Colville, Susan Black, Louise 

Cox, Margaret Ann Freeman, and Janice Whitlatch. 
 
WE THANK Julian Mims for serving as lay reader during our worship service. 
 
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the pews may be placed in the offering or in the 

Prayer Request Boxes in the Reading Area and the Narthex, or you may email 

the Prayer Ministry Team at prayer@frontstreetumc.org. We thank team 

member Becky Johnson, who will be in the Prayer Room on our behalf at 

noon to pray for requests given on the Prayer Request Cards. 
 
ACOLYTES NEEDED FOR 11:00 A.M. WORSHIP 

Children and youth in 4th grade and older are invited to serve as acolytes 

during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Serving as an acolyte is a meaningful 

way for young people to participate in worship and grow in their faith. 

Training is provided. Sign up at frontstreetumc.org/events or contact Ms. 

Melissa for more information.  
 
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Help our youngest children experience the love of Christ by serving in the 

nursery just once a month during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. If you enjoy 

caring for little ones and would like to support young families in our church, 

please contact Ms. Melissa for more information. 
 
JULY AND AUGUST SUMMER FOOD COLLECTION FOR EASTLAWN BACKPACK MINISTRY 

In July, we’re focusing on collecting green beans and mac and cheese to 

restock our shelves for the upcoming school year. Though bags won’t go out 

(except for summer school students), our supplies are depleted. Help us get 

ready. 
 
In August we will collect canned corn, canned fruit, and mac and cheese. 

Please donate standard-size cans only. Family-size and large cans are too 

heavy for the backpacks the students carry.   
   
CHILDREN’S SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL - AUGUST SCHEDULE 

In the month of August, we will not have children’s Sunday School until August 

23 when we will have the Sunday School open house and the blessing of the 

backpacks. Nursery care will be available for younger children. 
 
SNOWBALL MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE MISSION PROJECT 

Support our VBS mission by donating gently used coats, jackets, hats, gloves, 

mittens, boots, and scarves for our unsheltered neighbors. Donations of **any 

size—from infants through adults—**are welcome. Please place items in the 

collection boxes outside the church office by August 9. Thank you for helping 

our VBS children share Christ's love in our community!  
 
DISCIPLESHIP BOOK CLUB 

Join us on Sunday, August 23, from 3:00–4:30 p.m. in Room 401 for our 

Discipleship Book Club discussion of Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Come ready to share a meaningful quote and a discussion question as we 

grow together through thoughtful conversation and Christian fellowship. We'd 

love to have you join us! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Daniel at 

daniel@frontstreetumc.org. 
 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

The following dates are available to place August 2 and 9 and September 6, 

13, 20, and 27. Please contact Linda Paul at 336-543-5081 or 

ldrose4717@gmail.com for details or to sign up. 

 

SEE BACK OF BULLETIN FOR MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF  
JULY 26, 2026 

Sunday, July 26  

9:00 Aldersgate Contemporary Worship Aldersgate Hall 

9:45 Sunday School Classrooms 

11:00 Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 

5:30 Family Fun Night Out at the Burlington Sock 
Puppets Game 

Burlington Athletic 
Stadium 

Monday, July 27  

7:00 Board of Trustees John Wesley Room 

Wednesday, July 29  

6:00 Bird and The Word Chick-fil-A, 3102 
Garden Road 

Thursday, July 30  

10:00 Creating for Christ Group Room 405 

5:45 VBS Volunteer Training Heritage Center 

Sunday, August 2  

9:00 Aldersgate Contemporary Worship Aldersgate Hall 

9:45 Sunday School Classrooms 

11:00 Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN FURNITURE MINISTRY NEWS: 

Continuing through Labor Day, summer Furniture Ministry office hours will be 

Mondays from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. You can drop off donations during this 

time. For pick up of larger items, call 336-212-2937. 
  
The Furniture Ministry will be closed Monday, July 27 for work to be done in the 

warehouse. 
  
Needs in the warehouse presently are sofas, upholstered chairs, and mattress 

pads of all sizes except king. Thank you for all you do to assist this ministry in serving 

people in need in our community.  
 
LIVE-STREAMING 

We are pleased to be able to live-stream our 11:00 a.m. worship each week for 

the benefit of those who are not able to be physically present. For those who 

would prefer to not be on camera, we endeavor to make the back half of the 

sanctuary a non-video zone. If you have any questions about this service, please 

feel free to speak with Pastor Ray.  

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4nvE7mYARn_mHDdAAkgsTR0xR_Bp0oLlHY66OuncKk2M2by8gqfwT-_PFlL4R7bmP45ldsxCImfHdnHWBGpoPF7uLbTOJJ7g0kVPbyDQyZ
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4tRZMbq2a39aOGxvxBF6qyaou5FOtKLN_4AyhhX5gQDd43TyiIBnsEd9EH-kbcLdb1tnYBrgpQ2UEK2wTSb7rUie8xOEeb445zJYV5JBL3
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4lsvA3r9Fh9keFxKfaEpeWtKknm1YDk3Azh-oAysTdJt1uNIAEkcgFtVUYwUuLgx7IpxHSGONheyf_STgGl16UGFGSlMNQ8gEhrc4_4HO1

