
 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

AUGUST 23, 2026 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Welcome to worship at Front Street! Please fill out the 

attendance pad found at the end of each pew. You can receive 

a digital worship kit by texting “Worship” to 833-337-8517. During 

the worship service we invite you to stand as you are able 

(indicated by *) and join your voice in reading, singing, or praying 

the bold text.  
 

All children are invited to remain in the service to participate in 

worship. The nursery in Room 308 is open for children up to age 5.  

 
                                                     ELEVEN O’CLOCK 

                                                                    

GATHERING AND COMMUNITY MATTERS 

  

PRELUDE                            Prelude on St. Anne         Gordan Young                       

                                               
* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Come, all who know what it is to stumble and fall. 
People: We come trusting in the God who never gives up  

               on us. 

Leader: Come, all who have questioned your faith or  

               wondered if you have failed too greatly.  
People: We come remembering that Christ’s grace is  

               greater than our failures. 

Leader: Jesus prayed for Peter before Peter ever knew  

               how much he would need that prayer. 
People: And Jesus still prays for us. 

Leader: Come, let us worship the God who meets us in our  

               brokenness, restores our faith, and gives us  

               courage to begin again. 
All:         We come to worship the God whose love never  

               gives up on us. 

 

* OPENING HYMN UMH NO. 117  O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

                                                                                               ST. ANNE 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION                           

Merciful God, we confess that, like Peter, we sometimes 

promise more courage than we can find. When fear 

takes over, we deny what we believe. When following 

you becomes costly, we look for another way. When we 

fail, we are tempted to believe that our failure defines us. 

Forgive us, O God. Remind us that you see us completely 

and love us still. Thank you that Jesus does not give up on 

Peter—and does not give up on us. Turn us back toward 

you, restore our courage, and make our failures places 

where your grace can begin again. Through Christ, our 

faithful Savior. Amen. 

 

 

 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                         UMH No. 881  
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth;  
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried;  

the third day he rose from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.   

                 
* GLORIA PATRI UMH NO. 70                                                             MEINEKE 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end.  Amen.  Amen.  

                                                       

* PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST     

 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS               

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Gracious God, open our hearts to hear your word today. 

As we listen to your word, help us recognize our own 

story—our courage and our fear, our faithfulness and our 

failures. May the words we hear today strengthen our 

faith, turn us back toward you, and prepare us to 

strengthen one another. In the name of Jesus, who never 

gives up on us. Amen. 

  

   SCRIPTURE READING             Psalm 124:1-8                                      CEB              
 

                        (Please read the bold aloud with the lay speaker.) 
 

If the Lord hadn’t been for us—let Israel now repeat!—if 

the Lord hadn’t been for us, when those people attacked 

us then they would have swallowed us up whole with their 

rage burning against us! Then the waters would have 

drowned us; the torrent would have come over our necks; 

then the raging waters would have come over our necks! 
Bless the Lord because he didn’t hand us over like food for 

our enemies’ teeth! We escaped like a bird from the 

hunters’ trap; the trap was broken so we escaped! Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

 

 

*  SCRIPTURE READING       Luke 22:31-34, 54-62                 OT Page 87 

                                                                                                                                                                       

SERMON                                  “Peter”                    Rev. Ray Warren  
                                                                                                                                                                                          

HYMN OF RESPONSE UMH No. 402  Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 

                                                              I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN  

                           
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
      
 (Please feel comfortable praying the words of your tradition.) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen.   

 

GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Thank you for your support of the mission and ministry of 

the church. If you would prefer to make your contribution 

via Text-to-Give, just text your offering amount to 

FSUMC’s dedicated number, 336-489-GIVE (4483). 
 

OFFERTORY               The Lord will Show the Way  Raymond Henry  

                                           
* DOXOLOGY                                                       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

All Singing: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia!                                                   UMH No. 94 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
* CLOSING HYMN UMH NO. 365  Grace Greater than Our Sin 

                                                                                                MOODY 

 

* BENEDICTION       

 

POSTLUDE                     Fanfare on St. Gertrude       Gordon Young   

 

WELCOME! We’re glad that you have chosen to worship with us 

today. We invite you to worship with us again. 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Clara and Coy Clayton to the 

glory of God and in celebration of their 68th wedding 

anniversary. They were married in this sanctuary on August 

23, 1958. 
 
THE ROSEBUD is given to the glory of God and in honor of Ames 

Anne Myers, daughter of Brian and Maddie Myers, born on 

August 12, 2026. Proud grandparents are Bob and Amy 

Chandler and great-grandfather, Tom Chandler. 

             
 

                                                            



 

 

MEMBERS OF THE ALTAR GUILD serving in August are Doris Jefferson, Linda Paul, 

Ellen Ritter, Nancy Sain, and Susan Taylor. 
 
WE THANK Paige and Julia Huneycutt for serving as lay readers during our 

worship service. 
 
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS in the pews may be placed in the offering or in the 

Prayer Request Boxes in the Reading Area and the Narthex, or you may email 

the Prayer Ministry Team at prayer@frontstreetumc.org. We thank team 

members Mike and Margaret Mitchell, who will be in the Prayer Room on our 

behalf at noon to pray for requests given on the Prayer Request Cards. 
 
ACOLYTES NEEDED FOR 11:00 A.M. WORSHIP 

Children and youth in 4th grade and older are invited to serve as acolytes 

during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Serving as an acolyte is a meaningful 

way for young people to participate in worship and grow in their faith. 

Training is provided. Sign up at frontstreetumc.org/events or contact Ms. 

Melissa for more information.  
 
BACKPACK MINISTRY COLLECTION – AUGUST 

This month we are collecting canned corn, canned fruit, and boxed 

macaroni and cheese. These items help provide weekend meals for local 

children facing food insecurity. Please donate only standard-size cans. Family

-size or large cans are too heavy and do not fit in the children's backpacks. 

Thank you for your continued support! 
   
CHILDREN’S SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL - AUGUST  

There will be no Children's Sunday School in August. Sunday School will 

resume on Sunday, September 13.  
  
DISCIPLESHIP BOOK CLUB 

Join us  today, from 3:00–4:30 p.m. in Room 401 for our Discipleship Book Club 

discussion of Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Come ready to share a 

meaningful quote and a discussion question as we grow together through 

thoughtful conversation and Christian fellowship. We'd love to have you join 

us! 
 
YOUTH KICKOFF W/ PARENTS 

All YOUTH AND PARENTS are invited to join us  today from 5:30 p.m.-7p.m. in 

Aldersgate Hall for our Youth Kickoff! We will kick off youth this year by eating 

together, sharing in fellowship, having fun, and growing in faith. The fall youth 

calendar, release forms, and a snack supper sign up will also be provided. 

We look forward to seeing you at our Youth Kickoff w/ Parents! 
 
CELEBRATING NEW BEGINNINGS – 5TH SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP 

Join us on Sunday, August 30, from 10:00–10:45 a.m. in Aldersgate Hall for 

our 5th Sunday Fellowship as we celebrate Josh and Laura's new chapter 

and the upcoming arrival of their baby. Enjoy refreshments, share your well 

wishes, and let their family know how much they mean to Front Street. Baby 

gifts are welcome but optional. We hope you'll join us for this special time of 

fellowship and celebration! 
 
HELP MAKE THE CELEBRATION SPECIAL 

We’re looking for a few volunteers to help make our 5th Sunday Fellowship on 

August 30 a special celebration for Josh and Laura! Volunteers are needed 

to provide food and/or help with cleanup. If you can lend a hand, please 

sign up at frontstreetumc.org/events and help us create a welcoming time of 

fellowship for everyone. 
  
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY 

Good Christian men rejoice and mark your calendars. Men’s Breakfast Bible 

Study will resume weekly meetings on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 8 a.m. 

in the Heritage Center. Arrive early and ham biscuits, coffee, and orange 

juice are available. This year, guided by Jim Pace, we will complete our study 

of Isaiah covering chapters 40-66. New members are welcome so come and 

bring a friend. Enjoy great Christian fellowship. A zoom option will be 

available if you cannot attend in person. If you have questions or want more 

information, contact Dex Peach (jdp838@aol.com or, 336-446-0664).  

 

SEE BACK OF BULLETIN FOR MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF  
AUGUST 23, 2026 

Sunday, August 23  

9:00 Aldersgate Contemporary Worship Aldersgate Hall 

9:45 Sunday School Classrooms 

11:00 Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 

3:00 Discipleship Book Club Room 401 

5:30 Youth Kickoff with Parents Aldersgate Hall 

Wednesday, August 26  

8:00 Youth Breakfast Club Biscuitville, 669 
Huffman Mill Rd 

Thursday, August 27  

10:00 Creating for Christ Group Room 405 

7:00 Visioning Team Meeting Room 402 

Saturday, August 29  

8:30  Wheelchair Ramp Build #430 

Sunday, August 30  

9:00 Aldersgate Contemporary Worship Aldersgate Hall 

9:45 Sunday School Classrooms 

10:00 Celebrating Josh and Laura Abraham Aldersgate Hall 

11:00 Traditional Worship Service Sanctuary 

5:30 Youth Group Aldersgate Hall 

FRONT STREET FAMILY MORNING OUT 

ALL are invited to join us on September 12 from 10 a.m. to noon for a Front Street 

Family Morning Out at The Arboretum at Willowbrook Park! This is a great 

opportunity for all generations to get together for fellowship as we settle into old 

and new rhythms. Kids can play at the park, parents can mingle, friends can go 

on a walk, and all can enjoy light refreshments. We have reserved the picnic 

tables at the Commons Building so that there is access to seating and shade. 

There are also restrooms on site. We hope to see you there! Reach out to Leslie, 

Daniel, or Melissa with any questions.  
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

The following dates are available to place flowers in the Sanctuary in honor or in 

memory of a loved one: September 6, 13, 20, and 27. Please contact Linda Paul 

at 336-543-5081 or ldrose4717@gmail.com for details or to sign up. 
 
LIVE-STREAMING 

We are pleased to be able to live-stream our 11:00 a.m. worship each week for 

the benefit of those who are not able to be physically present. For those who 

would prefer to not be on camera, we endeavor to make the back half of the 

sanctuary a non-video zone. If you have any questions about this service, please 

feel free to speak with Pastor Ray.  

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4nvE7mYARn_mHDdAAkgsTR0xR_Bp0oLlHY66OuncKk2M2by8gqfwT-_PFlL4R7bmP45ldsxCImfHdnHWBGpoPF7uLbTOJJ7g0kVPbyDQyZ
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4tRZMbq2a39aOGxvxBF6qyaou5FOtKLN_4AyhhX5gQDd43TyiIBnsEd9EH-kbcLdb1tnYBrgpQ2UEK2wTSb7rUie8xOEeb445zJYV5JBL3
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aHYv_Y4JjTJmIgAvWtHHIeqeOAPTdW_K0oVSTmaPwP1n3IdFarSj4lsvA3r9Fh9keFxKfaEpeWtKknm1YDk3Azh-oAysTdJt1uNIAEkcgFtVUYwUuLgx7IpxHSGONheyf_STgGl16UGFGSlMNQ8gEhrc4_4HO1

