
The Holy Eucharist     Full Text  Creation Season*  
 S T .  P AUL ’ S ON THE G REEN  S EPTEMBER 27,  2026  –  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM  

P RELUDE                                                Chorale Prelude on “Melcombe” – C.H.H. Parry (1848 – 1918)

Please stand as the bell sounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*St. Paul's joins Christians around the world in celebrating the Season of Creation, which goes through 

October 4, the Feast of St. Francis. Born in the Orthodox Church in 1989 and now shared by the Roman 
Catholic Church and many Protestant denominations, t his season calls us to expand our worship and prayer  
so they reflect the whole Gospel for the whole world. The Episcopal Church has named the climate crisis "an 
all-encompassing social crisis and moral emergency," and we feel its weight in disrupted seasons and 
disrupted lives. And yet the ground of our res ponse is not fear but love: a world made good, given into our 
keeping, and cherished by God before it was ever entrusted to us. In these weeks we return to wonder —
learning again to see creation as gift, so that our care for it grows from delight rather tha n duty, and our 
worship forms us to cherish what God so plainly loves.  
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H YMN IN P ROCESSION    Hymn  366  

 
Words:  Para. the Te Deum , Sts. 1 –4, Ignaz Franz (1719 –1790), tr. Clarence Walworth (1820 –1900).  

Music:  Grosser Gott , melody from Katholisches Gesangbuch , 1686; alt. Cantante , 1851; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867 –1944), after Conrad Kocher 
(1786 –1872)  
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O PENING A CCLAMATION  

The Celebrant intones   Blessed be the God of all creation.  

The People respond  

G LORIA       S278  
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Title:  Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis  

Music:  William Mathias (b. 1934)  

C OLLECT OF THE D AY    

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray.  

The Celebrant prays the Collect  of the Day . 

God of hidden and unhurried grace,  
you bring to fullness what you have begun,  
and in your time make all things flower;  
give us patience for your slow and certain work,  
that we may trust the growing to you,  
and wait in hope for its harvest;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

T HE L ESSON  seated   Isaiah 55:6 -13  

Seek the L ORD  while he may be found;  call upon him while he is near;  let the wicked forsake their way  and the 
unrighteous their thoughts;  let them return to the L ORD , that he may have mercy on them,  and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon.  For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  nor are your ways my ways, says the L ORD . 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  so are my ways higher than your ways  and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven  and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth,  making it bring forth and sprout,  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  so shall my 
word be that goes out from my mouth;  it shall not return to me empty,  but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  For you shall go out in joy  and be led back in peace;  the 
mountains and the hills before you  shall burst into song,  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to 
the L ORD  for a memorial,  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the People.  

Thanks be to God.  
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P SALM     Psalm 65:9 -14  
 
At 9:00am, the first verse is intoned by the Cantor, then by all on this tone  
At 11:00am, the Psalm is sung by the Choir  

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it  very plenteous; *  

the river of God is  full of water.  

You pre -pare the grain, *  
for so you provide  for the earth.  

You drench the furrows and smooth  out the ridges; *  
with heavy rain you soften the ground and  bless its increase.  

You crown the year  with your goodness, *  
and your paths over -flow with plenty.  

May the fields of the wilderness be  rich for grazing, *  
and the hills be  clothed with joy.  

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,  
and the valleys cloak them -selves with grain; *  
let them shout for  joy and sing.  

Setting: C.V. Stanford  

T HE E PISTLE     2 Corinthians 9:6 -10  

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not regretfully or under  
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing  in abundance, 
so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, 
“He scatters abroad; he gives to the poor;  his righteousness  endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness.   

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the People.  

Thanks be to God.  
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G OSPEL H YMN     standing, all turn toward the Gospel as it is brought among the People   Hymn 433  

Words:  Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851 –1934)  

Music:  Kremser , from  Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank , 1626; arr. Eduard Kremser (1838 –1914)  
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T HE G OSPEL  The Deacon intones   Matthew 13:31 –33 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew . 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the  air come and make nests in its branches.”  He told them another parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with  three measures of flour until all of 
it was leavened.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 

S ERMON        The Rev. Edrice Veichweg  
    Deacon  

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon.  

A FFIRMATION OF F AITH  standing   Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, She* is worshipped and glorified.  
She has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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*Holy Spirit in biblical languages is a feminine -gendered word,  
and we use the feminine pronoun here to highlight that aspect of God’s fullness.  

P RAYERS OF THE P EOPLE  

We pray for:  

The goodness of Creation  

Those in Authority in the Nations of the World  

Those who minister in Christ’s name  

The suffering and grief -stricken  

The needs of our local community  

Our own personal needs  

Those who have died  

The Deacon says:  

Let us pray for the world God has made and given us to tend, and for one another within it.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

Members of the congregation offer the prayers, and we repeat the prayer in bold , above.  
The Celebrant prays the concluding collect.  

For the earth in its fullness: the seas and all that moves in them, the birds of the air and the beasts of 
the field, all things that grow, and for our care of what we cannot replace.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For the Church, that we would love the world as you love it, and not mistake using it for keeping it.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For those who hold power over land and water and air, that they would answer to the generations 
not yet born, and to the creatures who have no voice.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For this town and the ground it stands on, for our homes and our work, our neighbors and our rest.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For the sick and the suffering, the lonely and the afraid, and for all who wake today to more than 
they can carry, that they would know they are not alone in it.  

Please add your own prayers, aloud or in silence.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For all who have died and have entered the fullness of their rest in you, and for all those who mourn.  
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Please add your own prayers, aloud or in silence.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

The Celebrant concludes:  

Receive our prayers, O God, and keep us grounded in the world you have made, that we may rejoice 
to belong to it, and be faithful stewards of all you have given us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

T HE P EACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you.  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.  

A NNOUNCEMENTS      seated 

 

Supporting the Ministry of St. Paul’s  

St. Paul’s is fully supported by the contributions of its members and friends.  
Visit the address below or click on the QR code to learn more about the  

opportunities to give. Please consider making a one -time or ongoing sustaining gift  
to ensure the enduring and vibrant ministry of this place.  

Thank you for your participation and support!  

2026  

stpaulsnorwalk.org/support  
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M USIC AT THE O FFERTORY sung by the Choir at 11:00am  

Teach me, O Lord                  Thomas Attwood (1765 – 1838)  

 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of Thy statutes,  

and I will keep them unto the end.  

H YMN AT THE O FFERTORY     standing    Hymn 400 

Words: John Mason (1645 – 1694)  
Music: COE FEN, Ken Naylor © Oxford University Press  
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T HE G REAT T HANKSGIVING   

 
The prayer continues until  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, Source of all Being, to give you thanks in every time and place. You 
spoke, and the light blazed forth; you made the earth and all its creatures and called them good. From the 
ground you raised us, made in your ima ge; and though we turned our hands to harm, you did not abandon us, 
but came among us in the Word made flesh, who lived our life, and loved us to the end. Therefore  with the 
ground and all it brings forth, with all creatures of your keeping, and with the whole company of heaven, we 
join the song of heaven as we sing:  

 

SANCTU S  

Music:  Robert Powell (b. 1932)  
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The prayer continues until  

Holy and gracious God, in the fullness of time you gave us Jesus, to be born of Mary, to share our life, and to 
offer his life for the life of the world. On the night before he died for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to his fr iends, and said: "Take, eat:  this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine, gave thanks  to you , and said: "Drink this, all of 
you: this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Alive in him, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Remembering his death, his rising, and his coming again, we offer you these gifts of your own creation, this 
bread of the earth, this cup of the vine; and we ask you to send your Abiding Spirit upon them, + that they may 
be for us the Body and Blood of Christ . Send your Spirit upon us, + that we may be renewed for the healing of 
your world.  

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Abiding Spirit, all honor and glory are 
yours, Source of all Being, now and for ever. Amen.  

The prayer continues until  
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T HE L ORD ’ S P RAYER  

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:  

setting: Nicolai Rimsky -Korsakov (1844 -1908); adapted.  

T HE C OMMUNION  

The Celebrant breaks the bread and bids  the People to Communion . 

These are the gifts of God for you, the People of God. Draw near in faith.  

Everyone is welcome to receive Communion. Please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten -free bread is 
available upon request; non -alcoholic grape juice is available in the blue -dot cups at the side altars. If you 
don’t wish to drink from the chalice, y ou may simply touch its base when it is brought to you. (For the 
health of all, we are no longer dipping the bread into the chalice wine by hand.)  
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All sing as the distribution of Communion begins:  

 
Setting: ELW Setting One S112  

M USIC AT THE O FFERTORY sung by the Choir at 11:00am  

Listen, Sweet Dove  Grayston Ives (b. 1948)  

 
Listen sweet dove unto my song And spread thy 

golden wings in me;  

Hatching my tender heart so long Till it get 

wing and flie away with thee.  

Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow That the 

earth did like a heaven appear,  

The starres were coming down to know If they 

might mend their wages and serve here.  

The sunne which once did shine alone, Hung 

down his head and wisht for night  

When he beheld twelve sunnes  for one Going 

about the world and giving light.  

Lord though we change thou art the same, The 

same sweet God of love and light;  

Restore this day for thy great name, Unto his 

ancient and miraculous right.  

T HE P RAYER AFTER C OMMUNION  

Let us pray together.  

God of abundance,  
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
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[S ENDING FORTH OF E UCHARISTIC V ISITORS ]  

When Lay Eucharistic Visitors are sent out to bring the Sacrament to the sick or homebound, the Celebrant 
sends them out:  

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ's body and blood.  

The People respond  

We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup.  

T HE B LESSING  

The Priest blesses the People.  

May God, who made the world and called it good,  
and blessed it to our care,  
flow through you with its abundance;  

And the blessing of God eternal,  
who creates, redeems, and sustains,  
bless you this day and always. Amen.  
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F INAL H YMN      standing   Hymn 362  

Words:    Reginald Heber (1783 –1826), alt.  

Music:  Nicaea , John Bacchus Dykes (1823 –1876)  
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T HE S ENDING  

Go out into the world , rejoicing  with all creation.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

The feasting continues! –   
with coffee, lemonade, cookies and conversation on the side lawn of the church.  

Ask anyone near the front or rear doors and they will guide you there.  

O RGAN V OLUNTA RY                Darwall’s 148 th from ‘Six Hymn -Preludes’ – Percy Whitlock (1903 – 1946)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Paul’s on the Green –  60 East Ave. Norwalk, CT  06851  
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