
The Holy Eucharist        Full Text  Creation Season*  
 S T .  P AUL ’ S ON THE G REEN  S EPTEMBER 13,  2026  –  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM  

P RELUDE                                    Prière à Notre -Dame from Suite Gothique -  Léon 
Boëllmann (1862 – 1897)

Please stand as the bell sounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*St. Paul's joins Christians around the world in celebrating the Season of Creation, which goes through 

October 4, the Feast of St. Francis. Born in the Orthodox Church in 1989 and now shared by the Roman 
Catholic Church and many Protestant denominations, t his season calls us to expand our worship and prayer  
so they reflect the whole Gospel for the whole world. The Episcopal Church has named the climate crisis "an 
all-encompassing social crisis and moral emergency," and we feel its weight in disrupted seasons and 
disrupted lives. And yet the ground of our res ponse is not fear but love: a world made good, given into our 
keeping, and cherished by God before it was ever entrusted to us. In these weeks we return to wonder —
learning again to see creation as gift, so that our care for it grows from delight rather tha n duty, and our 
worship forms us to cherish what God so plainly loves.  
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H YMN IN P ROCESSION     standing    

 
Words:  Carolyn Winfrey Gillette  

Music:  Aurelia , Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1818 –1876)   
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O PENING A CCLAMATION  

The Celebrant intones   Blessed be the God of all creation.  

The People respond  

S ONG OF P RAISE     Hymn 421  

 
Words:  Nikolaus Decius (1490? –1541); tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895 –1984), rev.; para. of Gloria in excelsis  
Music:  Allein Gott in der Höh , melody att. Nikolaus Decius (1490? –1541); harm. Hieronymous Praetorius (1560? –1629)  

C OLLECT OF THE D AY    

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray.  

The Celebrant prays the Collect  of the Day . 

Almighty God, the whole creation rests in your hand, and nothing you have made is beyond your 
care; free us from the fear of our own smallness, that we may trust ourselves and all things to you, 
and find our peace in your keeping; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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T HE L ESSON  seated   Job 38:1 –18  

Then the  Lord  answered Job out of the whirlwind:  

“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  
Gird up your loins like a man;  
    I will question you, and you shall declare to me.  

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  
    Tell me, if you have understanding.  
Who determined its measurements —surely you know!  
    Or who stretched the line upon it?  
On what were its bases sunk,  
    or who laid its cornerstone  
when the morning stars sang together  
    and all the heavenly beings  shouted for joy?  

“Or who shut in the sea with doors  
    when it burst out from the womb,  
when I made the clouds its garment  
    and thick darkness its swaddling band,  
and prescribed bounds for it,  
    and set bars and doors,  
and said, ‘Thus far shall you come and no farther,  
    and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?  

“Have you commanded the morning since your days began  
    and caused the dawn to know its place,  
so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,  
    and the wicked be shaken out of it?  
It is changed like clay under the seal,  
    and it is dyed  like a garment.  
Light is withheld from the wicked,  
    and their uplifted arm is broken.  

“Have you entered into the springs of the sea  
    or walked in the recesses of the deep?  
Have the gates of death been revealed to you,  
    or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?  
Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?  
    Declare, if you know all this.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the People.  

Thanks be to God.  
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G OSPEL H YMN     standing, all turn toward the Gospel as it is brought among the People   Hymn 380  

 
Words:  Samuel Wolcott (1813 –1886)  

Music:  Moscow , melody Felice de Giardini (1716 –1796); harm. The New Hymnal,  1916 based on Hymns Ancient and Modern , 1875, and Lowell Mason 
(1792 –1892)  
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T HE G OSPEL  The Deacon intones   Matthew 8:23 –27  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew . 

And when Jesus got into the boat, his disciples followed him. A windstorm suddenly arose on the sea, so great 
that the boat was being swamped by the waves, but he was asleep.  And they went and woke him up, saying, 
“Lord, save us! We are perishing!”  And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?” Then he got 
up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a dead calm.  They were amazed, saying, “What sort of 
man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?”  

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 

S ERMON        The Rev. Daniel Simons  
    Rector  

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon.  
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A FFIRMATION OF F AITH  standing   Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, She* is worshipped and glorified.  
She has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

*Holy Spirit in biblical languages is a feminine -gendered word,  
and we use the feminine pronoun here to highlight that aspect of God’s fullness.  
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P RAYERS OF THE P EOPLE  

We pray for:  

The goodness of Creation  

Those in Authority in the Nations of the World  

Those who minister in Christ’s name  

The suffering and grief -stricken  

The needs of our local community  

Our own personal needs  

Those who have died  

The Deacon says:  

Let us pray for the world God has made and given us to tend, and for one another within it.   

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

Members of the congregation offer the prayers, and we repeat the prayer in bold , above.  
The Celebrant prays the concluding collect.  

For the earth in its fullness: the seas and all that moves in them, the birds of the air and the beasts of 
the field, all things that grow, and for our care of what we cannot replace.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For the Church, that we would love the world as you love it, and not mistake using it for keeping it.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For those who hold power over land and water and air, that they would answer to the generations 
not yet born, and to the creatures who have no voice.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For this town and the ground it stands on, for our homes and our work, our neighbors and our rest.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For the sick and the suffering, the lonely and the afraid, and for all who wake today to more than 
they can carry, that they would know they are not alone in it.  

Please add your own prayers, aloud or in silence.  

Daniel prays:  

We give thanks for the peoples of the Americas and for the gifts of their cultures, for the Spanish -
speaking peoples of this hemisphere and of this region, their leaders, their poets, their prophets, their 
endurance in adversity. Give us new awareness of t he beauty and richness we have overlooked, and 
curiosity to know our neighbors' heritage in its fullness.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  
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For all who have died and have entered the fullness of their rest in you, and for all those who mourn.  

Please add your own prayers, aloud or in silence.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

The Celebrant concludes:  

Receive our prayers, O God, and keep us grounded in the world you have made, that we may rejoice 
to belong to it , and be faithful stewards of all you have given us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

T HE P EACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also  with you.  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.  

A NNOUNCEMENTS      seated 

 

Supporting the Ministry of St. Paul’s  

St. Paul’s is fully supported by the contributions of its members and friends.  
Visit the address below or click on the QR code to learn more about the  

opportunities to give. Please consider making a one -time or ongoing sustaining gift  
to ensure the enduring and vibrant ministry of this place.  

Thank you for your participation and support!  

2026  

stpaulsnorwalk.org/support  
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M USIC AT THE O FFERTORY sung by the Cantor  

H YMN AT THE O FFERTORY     standing    Hymn 686 

 
Words:  Robert Robinson (1735 –1790), alt.  

Music:  Nettleton , melody from A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II , 1813; harm. Gerre Hancock (b. 1934)  
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T HE G REAT T HANKSGIVING   

 
The prayer continues until  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, Source of all Being, to give you thanks in every time and place. You 
spoke, and the light blazed forth; you made the earth and all its creatures and called them good. From the 
ground you raised us, made in your ima ge; and though we turned our hands to harm, you did not abandon us, 
but came among us in the Word made flesh, who lived our life, and loved us to the end. Therefore  with the 
ground and all it brings forth, with all creatures of your keeping, and with the whole company of heaven, we 
join the song of heaven as we sing:  

 

SANCTU S  

Music:  Robert Powell (b. 1932)  
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The prayer continues until  

Holy and gracious God, in the fullness of time you gave us Jesus, to be born of Mary, to share our 
life, and to offer his life for the life of the world. On the night before he died for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to his fr iends, and said: "Take, eat:  this is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he took the cup of wine, gave 
thanks  to you , and said: "Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me."  

Alive in him, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Remembering his death, his rising, and his coming again, we offer you these gifts of your own 
creation, this bread of the earth, this cup of the vine; and we ask you to send your Abiding Spirit 
upon them, + that they may be for us the Body and Blood of Christ . Send your Spirit upon us, + that 
we may be renewed for the healing of your world.  

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Abiding Spirit, all honor and glory 
are yours, Source of all Being, now and for ever. Amen.  

The prayer continues until  
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T HE L ORD ’ S P RAYER  

 
 
Setting:  Ambrosian Chant, adapt. Mason Martens  

T HE C OMMUNION  

The Celebrant breaks the bread and bids  the People to Communion . 

These are the gifts of God for you, the People of God. Draw near in faith.  

Everyone is welcome to receive Communion. Please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten -free bread is 
available upon request; non -alcoholic grape juice is available in the blue -dot cups at the side altars . If you 
don’t wish to drink from the chalice, you may simply touch its base when it is brought to you. (For the 
health of all, we are no longer dipping the bread into the chalice wine by hand.)  
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All sing as the distribution of Communion begins:  

 
Setting: ELW Setting One S112  

M USIC AT C OMMUNION  sung by the Cantor  

T HE P RAYER AFTER C OMMUNION  

Let us pray together.  

God of abundance,  
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

[S ENDING FORTH OF E UCHARISTIC V ISITORS ]  

When Lay Eucharistic Visitors are sent out to bring the Sacrament to the sick or homebound, the Celebrant 
sends them out:  

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ's body and blood.  

The People respond  

We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup.  
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T HE B LESSING  

The Priest blesses the People.  

May God, who made the world and called it good,  
and blessed it to our care,  
flow through you with its abundance;  
And the blessing of God eternal,  
who creates, redeems, and sustains,  
bless you this day and always. Amen.  
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F INAL H YMN      standing   Hymn 433  

 

 
Words:  Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851 –1934)  

Music:  Kremser , from  Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank , 1626; arr. Eduard Kremser (1838 –1914)  

T HE S ENDING  

Go out into the world , rejoicing  with all creation.  

Thanks be to God.  

O RGAN V OLUNTA RY                                   Prelude and Fugue in C Major BWV 553 – J.S. Bach  


