
The Holy Eucharist    Full Text  Creation Season*  
 S T .  P AUL ’ S ON THE G REEN  S EPTEMBER 7,  2026  –  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM  

P RELUDE                      2nd movement, "Andantino" from First Sonata for Organ Florence Price (1887 –1953)

Please stand as the bell sounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, St. Paul's joins Christians around the world in celebrating the Season of Creation, which goes 
through October 4, the Feast of St. Francis. Born in the Orthodox Church in 1989 and now shared by the 
Roman Catholic Church and many Protestant denom inations, this season calls us to expand our worship and 
prayer  so they reflect the whole Gospel for the whole world. The Episcopal Church has named the climate 
crisis "an all -encompassing social crisis and moral emergency," and we feel its weight in disrupted seasons and 
disrupted lives. And yet the ground of our res ponse is not fear but love: a world made good, given into our 
keeping, and cherished by God before it was ever entrusted to us. In these weeks we return to wonder —
learning again to see creation as gift, so that our care for it grows from delight rather tha n duty, and our 
worship forms us to cherish what God so plainly loves.  
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H YMN IN P ROCESSION     standing    

 
Words:  Carolyn Winfrey Gillette  

Music:  Aurelia , Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1818 –1876)   
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O PENING A CCLAMATION  

The Celebrant intones   Blessed be the God of all creation.  

The People respond  

S ONG OF P RAISE     Hymn 421  

 
Words:  Nikolaus Decius (1490? –1541); tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895 –1984), rev.; para. of Gloria in excelsis  
Music:  Allein Gott in der Höh , melody att. Nikolaus Decius (1490? –1541); harm. Hieronymous Praetorius (1560? –1629)  

C OLLECT OF THE D AY    

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray.  

The Celebrant prays the Collect  of the Day . 

God of all creation, you formed us from the ground you love and gave it into our keeping; when our work 
grows heavy and our hearts forget their blessing, return us to the ground of our rest, that we may labor as 
those who are held in love, and lay down our  burdens into your keeping; through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   
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T HE L ESSON  seated   Genesis 2:4b –9, 15  

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the earth 
and no vegetation of the field had yet sprung up — for the Lord God  had not caused it to rain upon the earth, 
and there was no one to till the ground, but a stream would rise from the earth and water the whole face of the 
ground —  then the Lord God formed  man from the dust of the ground  and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and the man became a living being. And the Lord G od planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there 
he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God  made to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the People.  

Thanks be to God.  

G OSPEL H YMN     standing, all turn toward the Gospel as it is brought among the People   Hymn 380  

 
Words:  Isaac Watts (1674 -1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637 -1711)  
Music:  Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510? -1561?)   
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T HE G OSPEL  The Deacon intones   Matthew 11:25 –30 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew . 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank  you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one k nows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 

S ERMON        The Rev. Paul Carling  
    Priest Associate  

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon.  
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A FFIRMATION OF F AITH  standing   Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, She* is worshipped and glorified.  
She has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

*Holy Spirit in biblical languages is a feminine -gendered word,  
and we use the feminine pronoun here to highlight that aspect of God’s fullness.  
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P RAYERS OF THE P EOPLE  

We pray for:  

The goodness of Creation  

Those in Authority in the Nations of the World  

Those who minister in Christ’s name  

The suffering and grief -stricken  

The needs of our local community  

Our own personal needs  

Those who have died  

The Deacon says:  

Let us pray for the world God has made and given us to tend, and for one another within it.   

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

Members of the congregation offer the prayers, and we repeat the prayer in bold , above.  
The Celebrant prays the concluding collect.  

For the good earth; for the soil that feeds us and the seasons that sustain us, and for hands that tend 
it with care.  We pray for all who make decisions about it on our behalf.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For all whose work goes unseen —  those who rise early and rest late,  those who are exhausted by 
their labor, those who long for work and  find none; that their dignity would be restored.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For this community, gathering faithfully in our common work, that we  would take up what is ours to 
do and trust you to accomplish all the rest.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For those who carry more than they can bear, the weary and the grieving,  that they would know they 
are not abandoned.  

Please add your own prayers, aloud or in silence.  

    The earth is yours, O God.  

    And all who dwell within it.  

For all who have entered your rest, and for the whole creation, which  waits with us to be made 
whole.  

Please add your own prayers, aloud or in silence.  

The Celebrant prays:  

Receive these prayers, O God,  from your people, whom you have made and kept;  and teach us to 
labor and to rest  within the world you love;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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T HE P EACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you.  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.  

A NNOUNCEMENTS      seated 

 

Supporting the Ministry of St. Paul’s  

St. Paul’s is fully supported by the contributions of its members and friends.  
Visit the address below or click on the QR code to learn more about the  

opportunities to give. Please consider making a one -time or ongoing sustaining gift  
to ensure the enduring and vibrant ministry of this place.  

Thank you for your participation and support!  

2026  

stpaulsnorwalk.org/support  
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M USIC AT THE O FFERTORY sung by the Cantor  

H YMN AT THE O FFERTORY     standing    Hymn 686 

 
Words:  Robert Robinson (1735 –1790), alt.  

Music:  Nettleton , melody from A Repository of Sacred Music, Part II , 1813; harm. Gerre Hancock (b. 1934)  
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T HE G REAT T HANKSGIVING      

 

The prayer continues until  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  
Source of all Being,  
to give you thanks in every time and place.  
You spoke, and light blazed forth;  
you labored six days over the world's making  
and hallowed the seventh with your rest.  
From the ground you raised us, made in your image;  
and though we turned our hands to harm,  
you did not abandon us,  
but came among us in the Word made flesh,  
who took up our labor and our weariness,  
and called the weary to himself.  
Therefore , with the ground and all it brings forth,  
with all creatures of your keeping,  
and with the whole company of heaven,  
we join the song of heaven as we sing:  
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SANCTU S  

Music:  Robert Powell (b. 1932)  
 

The prayer continues until  

Holy and gracious God,  
in the fullness of time you gave us Jesus,  
to be born of Mary,  
to share our life,  
and to offer his life for the life of the world.  
 
On the night before he died for us,  
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it,  
and gave it to his friends, and said:  
"Take, eat: this is my Body, which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me."  
After supper he took the cup of wine, gave thanks,  and said:  
"Drink this, all of you: this is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me."  

Alive in him, we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
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Remembering his death, his rising, and his coming again,  
we offer you these gifts of your own creation,  
this bread of the earth, this cup of the vine;  
and we ask you to send your Abiding Spirit upon them,   
and upon us,  
that they may be for us the Body and Blood of Christ,  
and that we may be renewed  
for the healing of your world.  
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Abiding Spirit,  
all honor and glory are yours,  
Source of all Being, now and for ever.  

The prayer continues until  
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T HE L ORD ’ S P RAYER  

 
 
Setting:  Ambrosian Chant, adapt. Mason Martens  

T HE C OMMUNION  

The Celebrant breaks the bread and bids  the People to Communion . 

These are the gifts of God for you, the People of God. Draw near in faith.  

Everyone is welcome to receive Communion. Please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten -free bread is 
available upon request; non -alcoholic grape juice is available in the blue -dot cups at the side altars. If you 
don’t wish to drink from the chalice, y ou may simply touch its base when it is brought to you. (For the 
health of all, we are no longer dipping the bread into the chalice wine by hand.)  
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All sing as the distribution of Communion begins:  

 
Setting: ELW Setting One S112  

M USIC AT C OMMUNION  sung by the Cantor  

T HE P RAYER AFTER C OMMUNION  

Let us pray together.  

God of abundance,   
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

[S ENDING FORTH OF E UCHARISTIC V ISITORS ]  

When Lay Eucharistic Visitors are sent out to bring the Sacrament to the sick or homebound, the Celebrant 
sends them out:  

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ's body and blood.  

The People respond  

We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup.  
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T HE B LESSING  

The Priest blesses the People.  

May God, who made the world and called it good,  
and blessed it to our care,  
flow through you with its abundance;  
And the blessing of God eternal,  
who creates, redeems, and sustains,  
bless you this day and always. Amen.  
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F INAL H YMN     standing  Hymn 433  

 

Words:  Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851 –1934)  

Music:  Kremser , from  Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank , 1626; arr. Eduard Kremser (1838 –1914)  

T HE S ENDING  

Go out into the world rejoicing, in creation's richness and diversity, and live in praise for all God's 
bounty.  

Thanks be to God.  

O RGAN V OLUNTA RY                                   Sonata de 1 tono José Lidón (1748 -1827)  


