
The Holy Eucharist    Full Text  Proper 12 in Ordinary Time  
 S T .  P AUL ’ S ON THE G REEN  JULY 26 ,  2026  –  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM  

P RELUDE                                  Adoration – Florence B. Price (1887 – 1953)

Please stand as the bell sounds.  

H YMN IN P ROCESSION    Hymn 518  

 
Words:  Latin, ca. 7th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John Mason Neale (1818 –1856), alt.  
Music:  Westminster Abbey, Henry Purcell (1659 –1695), adapt; desc. James Gillespie (b. 1929)  
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O PENING A CCLAMATION  

The Celebrant intones   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God;  

The People respond  

G LORIA        ELW Setting II  
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Music: Marty Haugen, Setting 2 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

C OLLECT OF THE D AY    

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray.  

The Celebrant prays the Collect  of the Day . 

God of eternal wisdom, you alone impart the gift of right judgment. Grant us an understanding heart, that we 
may value wisely the treasure of your kingdom and gladly forgo  all lesser gifts to possess that kingdom’s 
incomparable joy. We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.  

T HE L ESSON  seated   1 Kings 3:5 -12  

A t Gibeon the Lord  appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 
And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in upright ness of heart toward you; and you have kept 
for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord  my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great  
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind 
to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” It 
pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not 
asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding 
to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed  I give you a wise and discerning mind; no 
one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the People.  

Thanks be to God.  
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G OSPEL H YMN     standing, all turn toward the Gospel as it is brought among the People   Hymn 465  

 
Words:  Christopher Idle (b. 1938), from a prayer of Alcuin (735? –804)  

Music:  Ach bleib bei uns , melody Samuel Scheidt (1587 –1654); harm. Seth Calvisius (1556 –1615)  
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T HE G OSPEL  The Deacon intones   Matthew 13:31 -33,44 -52  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew . 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took 
and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the bird s of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.”  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 
and bought it.  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels wi ll come out and separate the evil from the righteous and 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Have you understood 
all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 

S ERMON        The Rev. Paul Carling  
    Priest Associate  

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon.  

A FFIRMATION OF F AITH  standing   Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father.  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, She* is worshipped and glorified.  
She has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

*Holy Spirit in biblical languages is a feminine -gendered word,  
and we use the feminine pronoun here to highlight that aspect of God’s fullness.  

 



7 

P RAYERS OF THE P EOPLE   

We pray for:  

Those in Authority in the Nations of the World  

Those who minister in Christ’s name  

The suffering and grief -stricken  

The needs of our local community  

Our own personal needs  

Those who have died  

The Deacon says  

Let us pray for our own needs and the needs of others.  

The Intercessor says:  In your great love,  
The People respond:  Hear us, O God.   

The Celebrant prays a concluding collect.  

For those who hold authority over others, that they would be just, and merciful, and unafraid of the truth.  
In your great love ,  

Hear us, O God.  

For your church, that we would love what you love and seek what you seek.  

In your great love ,  

Hear us, O God.  

For the sick and the suffering, the grieving and the afraid, that they would know they are not abandoned.  

In your great love ,  

Hear us, O God.  

For this community, that we would bear one another's burdens, and share one another's joys.  

In your great love ,  

Hear us, O God.  

For the particular needs and thanksgivings of those gathered here, which we offer aloud or in silence…  

In your great love ,  

Hear us, O God.  

For those who have died, whom we name now aloud or in silence…  

In your great love ,  

Hear us, O God.  

[the Celebrant improvises a collect to conclude the prayers]  
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T HE P EACE  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you.  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.  

A NNOUNCEMENTS      seated 

 

Supporting the Ministry of St. Paul’s  

St. Paul’s is fully supported by the contributions of its members and friends.  
Visit the address below or click on the QR code to learn more about the  

opportunities to give. Please consider making a one -time or ongoing sustaining gift  
to ensure the enduring and vibrant ministry of this place.  

Thank you for your participation and support!  

2026  

stpaulsnorwalk.org/support  

 

M USIC AT THE O FFERTORY sung by the Choir  
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H YMN AT THE O FFERTORY     standing    Hymn 213  

Words:  Carolina Sandell -Berg, 1955; tr. Ernest W. Olson, 1925  

Music:  Swedish Folk Melody  

T HE G REAT T HANKSGIVING      
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The prayer continues until  

We give you thanks, O God, for you made us in your image  
and called us to live in your love.  
When we wandered far off, you sought us;  
when we could not return, you came to us in Jesus,  
who lived our life, died our death, and opened to us the way of life.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels  
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn:  

SANCTU S  

Music: Marty Haugen, Setting 2 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  
 

The prayer continues until  

Holy and gracious God, in Jesus you came among us  
and gave yourself for the life of the world.  

On the night before he died for us, he took bread,  
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said,  
"Take, eat: This is my Body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said,  
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Remembering now his death and resurrection,  
and looking for his coming again in glory,  
we offer you these gifts from your own creation,  

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
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Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine,  
that they may be for us the Body and Blood of your Son.  
Pour out your Spirit upon us also,  
and gather into one all who share this holy food;  
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal home.  

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
all honor and glory are yours,  
Source of all Being, Incarnate Word, and Abiding Spirit,  

now and for ever.  

Amen.  

T HE L ORD ’ S P RAYER  

 
 
Setting:  Ambrosian Chant, adapt. Mason Martens  
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T HE C OMMUNION  

The Celebrant breaks the bread and bids  the People to Communion . 

These are the gifts of God for you, the people of God.  

Everyone is welcome to receive Communion. Please follow the direction of the ushers. Gluten -free bread is 
available upon request; non -alcoholic grape juice is available in the blue -dot cups at the side altars . If you 
don’t wish to drink from the chalice, you may simply touch its base when it is brought to you. (For the 
health of all, we are no longer dipping the bread into the chalice wine by hand.)  

All sing as the distribution of Communion begins:  

Music: Marty Haugen, Setting 2 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

M USIC AT C OMMUNION  sung by the C hoir  
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T HE P RAYER AFTER C OMMUNION  

Let us pray together.  

God of abundance,   
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  
Amen.  

[S ENDING FORTH OF E UCHARISTIC V ISITORS ]  

When Lay Eucharistic Visitors are sent out to bring the Sacrament to the sick or homebound, the Celebrant 
sends them out:  

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ's body and blood.  

The People respond  

We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup.  

T HE B LESSING  

The Priest blesses the People.  

The  blessing of God Almighty:  
Source of all being,  
Incarnate Word,  
and Abiding Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you,  
now and always. Amen.  
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F INAL H YMN      standing   Hymn 376  

 

 
Words:  Henry Van Dyke (1852 –1933)  

Music:  Hymn to Joy , Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 –1827); adapt. Edward Hodges (1796 –1867), alt.  
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T HE S ENDING  

Let us go forth , rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

The feasting continues! –   
with coffee, cookies and conversation on the side lawn of the church.  

Ask anyone near the front or rear doors and they will guide you there.  

V OLUNTA RY                                           ‘Gigue’ Fugue in G Major BWV 577 – J.S. Bach (1685 – 1750)  
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