RIMINI, ITALY 1227

Bonovillo did not believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. After many arguments with St. Anthony of Padua, he declared that if the saint succeeded with a miracle in proving to him that Jesus is truly present in the Host, he would convert to the Catholic faith. Bonovillo said he would leave one of his animals in a cage for three days without food. If the animal, passing up the fodder, hastens to adore his God, he will embrace the faith.

On the day appointed in the Grand Plaza, an immense crowd gathered to see what would happen. St. Anthony held the consecrated Host in a monstrance and the heretic hold the starving mule by his hand. The saint commanded the mule to come forward and adore his Creator. The animal immediately bent its front paws before the Eucharist and remained there in humble adoration. Bonovillo knelt down and publicly renounced his errors, becoming from that day one of the most zealous followers of St. Anthony.
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