DAROCA, SPAIN 1239

In 1239, the Christian cities of Daroca, Teruel, and Calatayud (in Aragon), joined as allies to reconquer the castle of Chio Luchente from the Moors. The chaplain, Father Mateo Martinez celebrated Holy Mass before the battle and consecrated six Hosts for Holy Communion to be distributed to the six captains who led the troops. A surprise attack by the enemy obliged the chaplain to suspend the Mass immediately. He wrapped the Hosts in the corporal and hid them under a rock. The enemy troops were repelled, and the commanders requested the priest to be able to receive Communion as a sign of thanksgiving for the victory they had achieved. Father Mateo went to the place where he had hid the corporal and found the Hosts soaked in Blood. The commanders received the Hosts in Holy Communion and tied the corporal stained with Blood to a lance so as to make a standard. They went into battle against the Moors with this standard and reconquered the castle of Chio Lucente.
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