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Announcements: January 4, 2026 
 

TODAY: Fellowship & Formation at 10:45 a.m. Godly Play (ages 4-10) 
meets in the upstairs classroom. Youth Group will gather in the Basement. 
Bible Basics is in the Large Conference Room. Coffee Hour is also in the 
Parish Hall. 
 
Bible Basics: join Sarah Martinez in the Large Conference Room at 10:45 
a.m. for a closer look at the Gospel According to Matthew chapters 1-4.  
 
Celebrate Epiphany on Tuesday, Jan. 6 with Holy Eucharist at 12 p.m. in the 
Chapel (onsite and online).  
 
The next Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayer is Wednesday, Jan. 7 at 6 p.m. 
in the Chapel. 
 
Meet up with Trinity folks for Pub Theology on Friday, Jan. 9 at 6 p.m. 
We’ll gather at Flying Saucer (111 E 3rd St, Fort Worth, 76102). Questions? 
Email Rebecca Mattix: family@fortworthtrinity.org.  
 
The next opportunity for baptisms is Sunday, Jan. 11—the Baptism of Our 
Lord—at all services. If you or a loved one are interested in baptism, please 
reach out via email: trinity@fortworthtrinity.org.  
 
The Bishop is coming! Please welcome Bishop Brian Seage (pronounced 
“Sage”) on Sunday, Jan. 18. Confirmation, reception, and reaffirmation will 
be part of the 9:30 a.m. service. If you would like to learn more about these 
opportunities, please email the office: trinity@fortworthtrinity.org. We’ll 
also have service projects for parishioners of all ages in the Parish Hall that 
day as part of our Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. 
 
Making Art as Prayer meets on Monday, Jan. 19 at 10 a.m. in the Lounge. 
Bring your project and a brown-bag lunch. Participants will share what 
they’ve made at noon. 
 
There will be ONE worship service at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, Jan. 25 
immediately followed by the parish Annual Meeting. Please mark your 
calendars! 

 
Snap the QR code (left) for event details and online registration.  
(Use this code to RSVP for other events and learn more about parish life at 
Trinity. It’s a quick way to access our Linktree!) 
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Word of God    Entrance Rite 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 323) 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT COMMANDMENTS (BCP p. 323) 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

 

OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (BCP p. 324) 

The following is said, all standing 

Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 

we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 

thou only art the Lord; 

thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 325) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

O God, who didst wonderfully create, and yet more wonderfully restore, the dignity of human 

nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 

humanity, thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

 7Thus says the LORD: 

 “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  ‘Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.’ 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’ 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
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  and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,” 

 says the LORD. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 84 

Remain seated. We will read the Psalm in unison. 

 1How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 2The sparrow has found her a house 

 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

  my King and my God. 

 3Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

  they will always be praising you. 

 4Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

 5Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 6They will climb from height to height, * 

  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 7LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

  hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 8Behold our defender, O God; * 

  and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 9For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 

  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

  than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 10For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

  he will give grace and glory; 

 11No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

  from those who walk with integrity. 

 12O LORD of hosts, * 

  happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

A Reading from the letter to the Ephesians 
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3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of 

the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his 

children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his 

glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

  15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 

as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 

is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, 19aand what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23    All stand. 
 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

13After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 

up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 

about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother 

by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill 

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 

seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went 

to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 

district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 

spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
 

THE CREED    Please stand as you are able. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 328) Prayer lists are available in the Nave & Parish Hall 

All remain standing. 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

After each paragraph of this prayer, the People may make an appropriate response, as directed. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 

supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 

divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 

truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 

the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by their 

life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy 

Sacraments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 

that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 

thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
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We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 

and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace 

of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 

in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 

bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 

who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

Additional petitions and thanksgivings may be included here. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 

beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so 

to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy 

heavenly kingdom. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 

Advocate. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 330) 

The Deacon or Celebrant says    Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against thee 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in thy will, 

and walk in thy ways, 

to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 

all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon 

and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. Come unto me, all ye that travail and are 

heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 332)    All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 
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ANNIVERSARY BLESSING 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 

spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these 

your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 

patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they 

begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 

trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

God of Creation and Love, surround these your children with your grace, comfort them 

with your presence, and fill them with your joy. Show them that your Way of Love is what 

gives them life, and encourage them to have ever-widening circles of friendship. Keep them 

ever mindful of the beauty and stewardship of your creation. Give them strength to hold 

their faith in you through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING 

Please remember to continue to support the life and ministries of Trinity Episcopal Church. We 

need you! Visit fortworthtrinity.org to access the online giving portal. You can also text 

FTWTrinity to 73256 to make a one-time or recurring gift. (Messages and data rates may apply. 

Message frequency varies. Text HELP to 73256 for help. Text STOP to 73256 to cancel.) 

Checks may be mailed to the church: 3401 Bellaire Drive South, Fort Worth, TX 76109. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 343) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Celebrant All things come of Thee O Lord. 

People  And of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 340) 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is meet and right so to do. 
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It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 

in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 

world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people kneel or stand. Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 

us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take 

our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full 

and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us 

to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, 

and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy 

holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 

having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 

glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy 

Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and 

Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. 

Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the 

most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly 

benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he 

may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be 

unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 337) 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 

always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 

Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 

Amen. 

The Celebrant says    The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 339) 

After Communion, the Celebrant says    Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 

these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards 

us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 

company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 

kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, 

that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 

prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 

Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 340) 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 


