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From the Pastor’s Desk		 	 	 	 	                                 Rev. Vance Polley

On the Sunday of the Memorial Day Weekend, I introduced a book to the congregation on the opening 
sentence of the second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence.  The book’s title describes the nature 
of this iconic sentence as The Greatest Sentence Ever Written.  The author delves into the meaning and 
significance of each word and phrase.  It is a wonderful reminder that as a country, we are defined by the 
incredible ideas and spirit contained in that single sentence. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowedby their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and thepursuit of Happiness. 

This sentence has defined our national heritage in a unique way.  We are a people bound together by the 
ideals set forth in this single sentence.  The opening phrase sets the context: We hold these truths to be self-
evident . . .  The following truths will define who we aspire to be as a new nation. 

What follows is remarkable and truly inspirational.  The affirmation that we are all created equal.  This 
statement differentiates our approach to government.  We will no longer be subjects, but now citizens with 
rights that are inherent and unalienable.  The source of these rights is our Creator.  The divine right of kings 
has been transferred to all citizens.

One of the themes identified in this profound sentence is an underlying affirmation of the common good.  
The Declaration of Independence was not a theoretical statement; it was a call to action.  The opening 
paragraph makes this clear. 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve thepolitical bands 
which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers ofthe earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s Godentitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

Less familiar will be a litany of specific complaints and charges against the British monarch.  Those who 
signed this declaration knew that were placing their lives, their property, and their families in peril.

The closing phrase is both inspirational and aspirational.  It has come to define how we understand our 
national heritage as the right of everyone to Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

June into July we have been celebrating of the 250th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence.  On Saturday, June 20th, we hosted a special concert in our sanctuary.  The Sullivan’s Island 
Club presented Life, Liberty and Pursuit of Happiness, a tracing in music and stories of our founding 
principles from the African-American, Native-American and Appalachian cultures during the Revolutionary 
War.  It was a phenomenal concert!  The interconnection of the musical traditions was truly inspiring!

As we recognize this milestone in our country’s history, it is important for us to remember what has set us 
apart as a nation from other countries.  The greatest sentence ever written defined our founding with its 
unique idea that inspires us 250 years later.  I invite you to honor this important anniversary with a deep 
appreciation for our national heritage.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 In God’s grace,



Thank you for your generous contribution to 
the Remembrance Garden… 

- In memory of Bobbie Mariam given by Neila Cary 
- In memory of Dick Blanchard and Niel Crocker given by Roberta and family

Sunrise Columbarium & Memorial Garden 
The decision to purchase a niche begins with the decision to be cremated. If 
you have questions about cremation from either a personal or religious 
perspective, Vance is available to talk with you and help answer your 
questions. 

Information about purchasing a niche or memorial plaque is available on the 
church website at www.oursunrise.org, at the church office or by contacting 
Ralph Byers at ralphbyers@gmail.com or at (917) 273-6173. Memorial gifts 
and donations may be made to the Columbarium Fund for the perpetual 
care of the columbarium and garden. Gifts and donations will be recognized 
in the Beacon. 

Hands of Christ Distribution Schedule 
Sunrise has been a member of the Hands of Christ’s Presbytery-wide project since 2004. We believe that 
education is the key to the success of individuals and communities. The program seeks to assist children 
in economic need as they begin the new school year with some of the necessary tools for success, 
regardless of their faith background. Since 2003, Hands of Christ have served over 69,000 individuals by 
providing clothing and school supplies just prior to the start of the school year.
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 FOOD DRIVE
hunger doesn’t vacati  n

Needed Items
Pancake Mix/Syrup
Canned Tomatoes
Canned Chili
Canned Beef Stew
Hamburger Helper

Canned Fruit
Canned Soup
Deodorant
Toilet Paper/Paper Towels
Laundry Detergent

Scan here to donate or
shop ECCO’s Amazon
Wishlist online!

Providing help and hope to neighbors
facing financial hardship since 1989. Find

out more at www.eccocharleston.org

Sunrise Presbyterian
by July 19

College Aged Youth Group Update 
The youth group recently went on a kayak and paddle board adventure behind the Isle of Palms. We had 
great attendance and a wonderful time. There was even a competition to see who could knock the other 
paddler off. Suffice it to say…. I did not win!  If you have any high school or college age kids or 
grandchildren, please let them know we meet Thursdays at 7:00 and would love to have them visit. ~ Vic
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July at Sunrise

The Women’s Evening Bible Study will meet July 21st at 5:30 pm using the book Esther: Daring Faith for 
Such a Time as This. In this 7-session study, author Kelly Minter invites you into the daring faith modeled 
by Esther and her cousin Mordecai—a faith developed over time, rooted in the goodness of God, lived out 
through extraordinary circumstances, and used to change the world. New members are always welcome. ~ 
Caroline

Cents-Ability is collected the 2nd Sunday of each month.  Thanks to you, donations have been made to 
Neighbors Together, East Cooper Meals on Wheels, and East Cooper Community Outreach.  Please 
continue to give at least two cents per person per meal in the bowl in the Narthex.  This simple act is an 
expression of thanksgiving for what we have received.

The Adult Sunday School class will begin a new Bible study in June using the book Out of the Depths: 
The Psalms Speak for us Today. This book offers a fresh reading of the Psalms and examines their 
enduring relevance to today’s theological issues. The class meets weekly in the library at 9:00 a.m.  There 
is a video conference option via google meet. ~ Vance

Growing Faith’s next meeting will be on July 12 at 9 am in the Middle School Youth Group room. Any 
older elementary & middle school students (4th - 8th grade) are invited to join us! 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study is on summer break and will resume in September. Have a wonderful 
summer and we’ll see you in the Fall!

Start off your Tuesdays with the Jerry Dillon Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Enjoy great food, fellowship, and a devotion. 

Middle School Youth Group (6th-8th grade) meets Sundays at 10:30 am and will also meet July 12 & 26  
from 4:30 - 6:30 pm at Sunrise Church. This month’s meetings will include dinner, games, and a group 
devotional. If you have any questions, please reach out to Breezy at breezy@oursunrise.org or (843) 
860-9581.

Our college-age group meets on Thursday evenings at Sunrise through the summer at 7:00 p.m. for 
Bible study, a meal, and then finishing the evening with a game like Uno.  This youth group is a 
continuation of our Senior High group from last year under the leadership of Harrison & Ritchie.

mailto:breezy@oursunrise.org
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July Birthdays

1  Paige Hauff 

2  Kevin Locke 

3  Clyde Timmons 

3  Roxie Ciesar 

5  Yana Mersereau 

7  Ella Hurst 

7  Neal Alexander 

9  William Kitchin 

9 Jordan Guss 

9  Dave Ochiltree 

10 Reece Campbell 

11 Pat Benzien 

12 Teresa Shackelford 

12 Mark Plecity 

12 Chris Hill 

13 Brett Wermuth 

15 Bill Dickinson 

15 Ben Dickinson 

15 Waites White 

17 Ryan Allard 

18 Julie Heaton 

18 Ida Havelka 

18 Barbara McKnight 

19 Billie McRae 

21 Rob Hauff 

21 Mike Schaffer 

22 Helen Panitt 

23 Margaret Stapleton 

24 Wendy McClary 

24 Robert Kitchin 

24 Robert Stapleton 

25 Edie Rockwell 

25 Bonnie Hancock 

25 Mary Frazier 

29 Olivia Conner 

29 Daphne Byers 

30 Carole Heathcock 

31 Reagan Terry



S U N R U S E  C H U R C H

	

	 	  

Sunrise Presbyterian Church 
3222 Middle Street 
PO Box 517 
Sullivan’s Island, SC 29482 

Sunrise Staf

Church Office Hours: 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Monday through Friday 

Phone: (843) 883-3888 
www.oursunrise.org 

The Rev. Dr. Vance E. Polley, D. Min.        
Pastor  

VancePolley@me.com

Matthew Parker, M.M 
Director of Music Ministries 

         mthwprkr5617@icloud.com  

Breezy Baxley	  
Middle School Youth Leader 

breezy@oursunrise.org

             
          Hannah Webster, MBA 

         Church Administrator 
         hannah@oursunrise.org 

Michele Smith 
Stephen Ministry Leader 

	            mlsmith755@gmail.com

http://www.oursunrise.org

