


Dear Friends,

Many of you have already asked or may be asking the following questions surrounding the upcoming transition. Please see my

answers below:

Where is Fr. Nate moving?
* St. Paul Parish, Valparaiso
* Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1475, Valparaiso, IN 46384

Is Fr. Nate taking Holy Family staff with him to St. Paul?
» Out of respect for the incoming pastor, priests do not usually “take” staff members with them to a new parish. It is my intention

to ensure a smooth transition for Fr. Roque by leaving him a robust team to assist him in ministry. Similarly, the parish | am
moving to already has a staff ready to begin working with me upon my arrival. At the same time, each employee of any given
parish has the autonomy to determine their own future employment decisions.

Is Fr. Roque keeping current staff members at Holy Family Parish?
» Again, typically a new pastor will work with the staff that he inherits and discern the appropriate path moving forward.
Sometimes structural changes are necessary, but ordinarily changes are relatively slow and measured in parish life.

Will parish policies and protocols change with the new pastor?
s All parish policies remain in effect, unless and until a new pastor decides otherwise.

Will the parish continue progress on current and upcoming projects?
* There are several projects that are ongoing and will continue under Fr. Roque:

The sale of 128 Bach Street to the City of LaPorte for the development of affordable housing
The building of a new storage garage at the Sacred Heart campus, to replace garages that will be demolished
The reconstruction of the Marian grotto at the Sacred Heart campus
The continued restoration of the stone facade on the St. Joseph church and rectory.
Security upgrades to the St. Joseph school building
Other ongoing projects

Is Holy Family still exploring opening a school?

« As was shared in the results of our 2025 feasibility study, a full renovation of the Faith Formation Center (St. Joseph school
building) is currently infeasible, due to our parish’s inability to raise the needed funds. This limitation, along with the significant
administrative costs of starting up a school, means this project is no longer a priority of the parish. If new opportunities present
themselves in the future, Fr. Roque may revisit this possibility as he sees fit. At the same time, we are currently upgrading the St.

Joseph building to provide bolstered security for our Faith Formation students.

Will Fr. Nate be allowed to come back to celebrate my funeral or wedding?

* St. Paul is a parish of roughly 3,000 registered families, much larger than Holy Family. Because of this and my duties as vocation
director, | will have significantly greater demands in my new position, limiting my ability to attend outside functions. Therefore,
all future weddings, funerals, and other events are entrusted to Fr. Roque and Fr. Alex, because they will be your priests. If |
happen to be available for a wedding or funeral that dees not conflict with my needs at St. Paul, | may possibly be able to
concelebrate alongside your priests.

Am | allowed to register at St. Paul and attend Mass there regularly?
* While everyone is allowed to make their own decisions, | would highly encourage you to remain where you are. After all,
according to Church law, you must live within or near the geographic boundary of a parish in order to register as a parishioner.
Please support Fr. Roque as he arrives in LaPorte and work with him to carry on the mission of the parish, because Holy Family is

your home. Of course, you are more than welcome to visit me occasionally.
| am grateful for your patience and understanding in this time of transition.

God bless,
Fr. Nate
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A Community that
Worships Together

adoracion en comunidad
MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Homilies are available on our YouTube channel.
www.youtube.com/c/HolyFamilyLaporte

Daily Mass
Monday, May 11th
« 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart
+ Donna Lashinis by Elaine Niegos & family
Tuesday, May 12th
. 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart
Intentions for the Lady of the Snows Rosary Circle,
Living & Deceased
Wednesday, May 13th
« 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart
+ Marge Grace by Mickey Borg & Family
« 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph (Spanish)
+ Adela Fraga by Alma Ruiz
Thursday, May 14th
8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart
+ Terry & Blair Larson by Family
Friday, May 15th
8:00 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart
+ Mary Magdalene (MiMi) Toschi by LaDonna Liggett
Saturday, May 16th
« 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph
+ Peter Torres by wife, Maria

Baptisms
bautizos

Maria Elena Andrea Chavez-Cedillo

In Memoriam

Please pray for the repose of the soul of:

James Menne

Por favor, recen por el descanso de su alma.

T

he Ascension of the Lord

Saturday , May 16th, Vigil Mass

4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass at St. Peter
+ Joan Kowalczyk by Parishioners

Sunday, May 17th

Reading 1 Acts 1:1-11
Reading 2 Ephesians 1:17-23

Gospel

Matthew 28:16-20
7:30 a.m. Mass at St. Peter

+ Viet Pham by Family

& Holy Family Parishioners

9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph

+ Gertrude Miller by John Naughton
10:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart

+ Bill & Gladys Outly by Mike & Lori Williams
12:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph

+ Antonio Sanchez-Gutierez y +Delfina Garcia-Melgoza

by Familia Vargas

CONFESSION & ADORATION SCHEDULE

Confession | Confesion

Tuesday, 7:15 a.m. Sacred Heart (before 8 a.m. Mass)
Wednesday, 6:15 p.m. St. Joseph (before 7 p.m. Mass)
Thursday, 7:15 a.m. Sacred Heart (before 8 a.m. Mass)
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. St. Joseph

Saturday, 3:00-4:00 p.m. St. Peter

Eucharist Adoration | Adoracion

Monday - Friday, 7 a.m. Before 8 a.m. Mass,
Sacred Heart (Livestream)
St. Joseph Adoration Chapel, 8 am-5 pm

Regina Caeli/O Queen of Heaven

REGINA CAELI LAETARE
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O Queen of heav-en, be joy - ful, al -le - lu-ia,
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For he whom you have hum-bly borne for us, al - le-lu-ia
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Of - fer now our prayer to God, al -le-lu - a

Text: Irregular; Latin, 12th cent.; tr. by C. Winfred Douglas, 1867-1944,
alt. Music: Chant, Mode VI; fr. Liber Cantualis, 1983.
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S The Fr. Kouris Korner

WHY MARY IN MAY?

Welcome to The Kouris Korner, a Bulletin Article page
written by Fr. Alex Kouris. In this part of the bulletin, | hope
to be able to write on topics regarding our faith, our culture,
and our world. Some may be on a series like the documents
of the Church, the Sacraments, Spiritual Readings, My
random thoughts that seem interesting to me, or whatever
seems appropriate to share regarding our current situation
in the good ol’ city of LaPorte, IN.

We are now in the month of May and Spring is in
full force: the grass is greener than ever before
with all this rain we've been getting, the weather
is warmer and flowers are blooming. Speaking of
flowers, May is the Month of Mary in the Church
and Catholics at this time crown our Blessed
Mother with flowers in what is known as May
Crowning. Why exactly do we honor Mary this
month and what is it with May Crowning?

In ancient cultures, May was devoted to certain
deities of fertility or blooming since it coincided
with the full swing of Spring and the end to Winter.
When Christianity became the recognized
religion of the West (especially in Medieval
times), Catholics devoted a 30-day period to
honor Mary at times throughout the year. Some
traditions still follow a 30-day period known as
“Lady Month” from August 15 - September 14.
Eventually in the 19th century, May became most
associated with her since she is the Mother of
God and her Yes was the blooming of the Flower
of Salvation, Christ our Savior in her womb.

There are also three feast days that are
dedicated to Mary during May. First is May 13th,
the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, when Our Mother
visited three shepherd children in 1917 and asked
them to pray the Rosary every day for peace in
the world. Second is May 25th, the Memorial of
Mary, the Mother of the Church, which takes place
a day after Pentecost Sunday commemorating
Mary's new role after she received the Holy Spirit
to be the Mother of the whole Church. Finally, May
Z1st we celebrate the Feast of the Visitation,
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May 10t 2026 | 5t Sunday of Easter

where Mary went in haste with the
Child Jesus to St. Elizabeth, her
cousin who was pregnant with St.
John the Baptist. Unfortunately
with 2026, The Visitation falls on
Trinity Sunday, meaning it is
overshadowed by the feast
ce|ebrclting the Triune God. Nonetheless, we can still
make provisions to celebrate both on the same day
in your own private devotion!

Catholics during this month practice the devotion of
crowning Mary with flowers at their Churches or in
their homes. While we do not have a formal May
Crowning at Holy Family, this is something you can do
at home! This can be done at any point of the month
of May, whether be on one of the upcoming feast
days or even today since May 10th is Mothers day!
Gather the family around a statue of Mary that you
have and make a flower crown to place it on her
head (or placing flowers in a vase before a picture
image can also work if you do not have a statue). Say
the Rosary with your family, a prayer for honoring her
and asking for protection, or singing a Marian hymn
you know from Mass.

"N

Because Mary is the Mother of all Christians, we
ought to honor her along with our earthly mothers. She
nurtures and cares for all her children and loves
whenever we spend time with her by meditating on
the Holy Rosary. As you spend time honoring your
mother today in whatever tradition, consider honoring
your heavenly Mother who is always with you. May all
the mothers in our parish be blessed this day and may
you continue to devote yourself as a little child to the
Queen of Heaven, the Star of the Seq, the Mother of
all Christians and of the Church.

Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us! l

ﬁ% CUJU'#‘\ Fr. Alex @
;)
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NARCAN
E TRAINING

COMMUNITY SAFETY & COMPASSION TRAINING ED:I

Learn how to recognize and respond to an & Y
overdose and support individuals and
families affected by substance use. I

CERTIFICATE PROVIDED
HANDS-ON TRAINING FREE NARCAN KIT

Sacred Heart Activity Center
201 Bach St. LaPorte, IN 46350

May 12%, 2026 o Holy Family Parish
>

9:00 AM or 5:00 PM
our.

Each training lasts about an h

M 219-362-2815 ) holyfamilylaporte.org € office@holyfamilylaporte.org

DONATE WHILE
Dine!

Visit the Culver’s of La Porte on Monday, May 18, 2026, and we will donate 10% of
net sales to Holy Family Parish - Faith Formation Ministry & Building.

Enjoy a delicious meal, benefit a great cause and feel good all over.

Please make sure to let your cashier know you are here for the kickback!

(iiie LOCAL

FOOD. FAMILY. FUTURE

Come on in to your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver’s of La Porte
233 Pine Lake Ave
La Porte, IN 46350

FELLOWSHIP + FOOD + MUSIC + DISCUSSION

*****

MEMORIAL DAY
MASS

MISA DEL DIiA DE LOS CAIDOS

MAY 28T[H
REMEMBER & HONOR

9:00 AM

ST. JOSEPH
CHURCH
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““ ’K\\ ‘ Email your ‘ i

\ ‘ Senior Photo and Full Name

% ol

Father Bill
June 1¢

To: hdye@holyfamilylaporte.org ~

‘f \% @ Photos are Due By: ; : |
‘/‘ Sunday, May 31
4 Father Alex

Dcn. Bob Wellinskii i
June 8" &

June 7™

¢Quieres que aparezca tu nombre en el boletin? '_

Envia por correo electrénico tu foto de dltimo curso y tu nombre

completo a hdye@holyfamilylaporte.org s
i

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
St. Peter’s Ministry Center

- 1110 Michigan Ave.
ADORATION & PRAYER LaPorte, IN 46350 MEETINGS EVERY 1ST & 3RD
QNACKS & SOCIALIERTEVE g ’

*Mustbe outof highschool ~ __,e"®®s

(\'ST & 3RD SUNDAYS B
OF THE MONTH

6:30 - 8:30 PM
ST. PETER’S MINISTRY CENTER

\

A L x
4l g
\“: I vkkl | ¥

*FOR STUDENTS CURRENTLY IN GQADES 9-12 4

|78 For more information, contact: John Paul Wellinski - (219) 851-7639
an ’ﬂ“ n“‘\‘\ Nn’ , 4‘? Aﬂ’f

Drew Noveroske - (219) 380-4552
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Cash is one of the easiest ways to make a
charitable contribution. A cash
contribution can be a check, money order
or cashier's check.

SECURITIES

A gift of securities may be given so that
the donor receives a tax deduction equal
to the fair market value of the donated
assets while avoiding capital gains tax on
the donated assets. Holy Family Parish
will work with you to facilitate the
donation of both marketable and closely
held securities.

LIFE INSURANCE

Life insurance is an easy way to make a

significant contribution. You may give a
policy that is no longer needed, take out
a new policy, or name the Holy Family
Parish as a beneficiary of an existing
policy. Direct the proceeds, cash value
of policy, or any portion of it to benefit
your parish.

BEQUEST

By instructing a bequest in your will,
you can specify an amount or
percentage from your estate naming
Holy Family Parish as a permanent
beneficiary.

At

WAYS TO GIVE

WAYS TO GIVE

HELP US TO MEET OUR CSA GOAL IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:

IRA CHARITABLE
DISTRIBUTION

Using a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD) is a tax-savvy strategy that allows
you to transfer up to $100,000 per year
from your IRA directly to a qualified
organization, such as Holy Family Parish.
It is only available to IRAs and
individuals who have reached a Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD) age,
currently 73 years old. Any amount
processed as a QCD counts toward your
RMD requirement and reduces the
taxable amount of your IRA distribution.
This lowers both your adjusted gross
income and taxable income, resulting in
a lower overall tax liability.

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Making a donation in memory of
someone special reflects your desire to
make a lasting impact on the lives of
others, just as your honoree has done.
You may also include the desire for
memorial gifts to be made in your name
as part of your final plans. You may
choose to designate memorial gifts for a
particular purpose of your choice at Holy
Family.

RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

Holy Family Parish may be designated as
the beneficiary under a donor's qualified
retirement plan benefits, including IRAs,
401(k)s, 403(b)s, and Keogh (HR-10)
plans. Retirement benefits may be the
most tax-efficient way to make a gift to
the parish.

Your Catholic faith is central to your life. You care deeply about the work of the Church within

the Diocese of Gary. Pair your faith with your passion through a gift that will last forever. There
are many ways to create a legacy of faith through Holy Family Parish. To find out more about
helping with a gift today, or establishing a donation as part of your estate, please contact

Madalyn Jozaitis at 219-362-2815 or mjozaitis@holyfamilylaporte.org.

May 10, 2026 | WWW.HOLYFAMILYLAPORTE.ORG Page 7



Men Growing in

Discipleship

* Men join us as we continue our journey into the
discipleship of Jesus. It doesn't matter where you are on
~ the %ﬁgme&only that you desire to share it with your
~ brothers! We have 2 opportunities each month.

+ The 15t meetings are the 15t and 3 Tuesdays of the
month at the St. Peter Ministry John Paul Il room,

7PM.
Fellowshim
pend 1/2 hour!

* Second Saturday Adoration, Ro
meets at St. Peter Church 8 AM.
Adoration & offering the Rosary f@four intentions. Then
move to the ministry center for coffee & fellowshi
* Contact Victor Stearns at 219-363-4313
information.
[

Holy Hour for Vocations

Deacon William O’Donnell - Presider
Wednesday, May 13" - 6PM

-

e dim
Queen of All Saints Parish

1719 E. Barker Ave, Michigan City, IN

|

CATHOLIC
SERVICES
APPEAL

Partners in Christ’s Mission

Escanear para dar, usar una
tarjeta de donacion o visitar E
give.dcgary.org

u@d]ng ﬁr@ell;sary

-
e
4> [ -

=

Diocese of Gary
dcgary.org

Come join Bishop McClory as he celebrates our
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass.

Sunday, June 21 from 11:00 am to1:00 pm at
Cathedral of the Holy Angels, 640 Tyler St,
Gary, IN. 46402

All couples who are at a 5 year milestone anni-
versary (5, 10, 15, etc.) or 50+ years are wel-
come to participate.

A light luncheon will follow in the gym. Families
are welcome.

RSVP is required. For more information, contact
Rosanne at 219-769-9292 or rkouris@dcgary.org.
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Join / Unanse al
Bishop Robert J. McClory

for the [/ para fa g
CONSAGRACION

DEDICATION

de nuestra didcesis al
of our diocese to the

Sacred Heart of Jesus

FRIDAY | JUNE 12

SP.M.

Eucharistic Procession
Procesion Eucaristica
St. Matthias, Crown Point

6 P.M.

Dedication Service
Servicio de Consagraciéon

ﬁ.\ _— & Bulldog Park

MUSIC - FOOD TRUCKS & MORE!

Children’s Ministry P

Ist & 3rd Sunday of the month at Sacred Heart &%, For information or to sign up

8 e . b Para obtener informacién o inscribirse
Ministerio mfantll
El primer y tercer domingo del mes en Sacred Heart.

dcagary.org/dedication

\ SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS |

ot ogawe 72y be loved

Ceaseless Adoration « Sisterly Love « Franciscan Joy

"God always gives more
than we dare to hope for.”

Blessed Maria Theresia Bonzel, Foundress

Discernment Retreats SSFPA.ORG

November 7-9, 2025
February 20-22, 2026
May 8-10, 2026
November 13-15, 2026 @ssfpavocations
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This Week at Holy Family Parish

Meetings and Small Groups

Men Growing in Discipleship See information on a previous page.

Our Lady of the Snows Circle

May 12th Our Lady of the Snows Circle with attend 8:00am Mass
and then go to breakfast at Round the Clock. Please join us! Any
questions contact: Rhea Ferrell at 219.575.1576.

Prayer Shawl Group May 19th

Meeting is third Tuesday of each month at 10:30am, St. Peter
Resource Center to knit shawls for those who need love, hope,
and prayers. Contact: Patty Steele 219-575-0466.

Kingdom Builders Small Group May 20
Monthly meeting for women to share a reflection and dig deeper

in our faith. 3rd Wednesday (10-11:30am) at the St. Joseph
Adoration Chapel. Contact: Becky Minich -
gandbminich@live.com, 219-851-3474.

Bible Study—Every Wednesday

Explore the Word of God with your friends on Wednesday mornings
- immediately after the 8am Mass at Sacred Heart. If you have ever
thought of joining a Bible Study, now is a good time to begin.

Scripture Discussion—Every Wednesday—Explore next Sunday's
Readings before you hear them at Mass. Participants marvel at
how well the Old Testament and New Testament Readings
correlate. Join us on Wednesday evenings (6:30-8:00pm) at St.
Peter Ministry Center, Mother Theresa Room.

Fit Shepherds Every Saturday, 6:30am - 7:30am,

Boston Middle School Track, by the corner of 1st and C street. Fit
Shepherds aims to help every man in our community be in the
best physical and spiritual shape of his life. Meetings every
Saturday morning at 6:30am at the Boston Middle School outdoor
track. All men 16 and older are welcome.

Fiat Fitness Every Saturday -Women's exercise group that meets
each week for prayer, movement, and fellowship. Women at all
levels of fitness are welcome. Every Saturday, 7:15am - 8:15am, St.
Peter Ministry Resource Center. Contact: Jan Edquist, 219-575-1597.

Thank You

The family of Donna Lashinis wishes to thank Fr. Nate,
the Funeral Luncheon Committee, the Prayer Shawl
Ministry, and the Bereavement Ministry for the loving

kindness and compassion shown us at this difficult time.

Stewardship of
Sacrificial Givin dg
donacién sacrifica
Date: 5/3/26
Regular Collection $21,332.51

Building & Maintenance  $116.00
Haiti $20.00
Easter $51.00
Catholic Relief $49.24

Mass Check-ins
Cards are located in the main entrance narthex (one per student).
Place in collection basket when done!
ALL Faith Formation students are expected to participate in Mass Check-ins.

MIL p xn Form
» le]
< <O ek 1nton

m‘d >

A

Name (first & last):

-
o
éi_"{\ u"Q,

Be a Family - Be Disciples Date: [ |/

Child's Class:
Please circle one
Communion Confirmation|
 Prep Life in the Prep
(oveil20rd) oo’ (evei2ord) f

10:30 am 12:00 pm (Grades 4-6)

tarjetas de asistencia a misa
Las tarjetas estan disponibles en la entrada (una para cada estudiante).
Pénganlas en la canasta durante el coleccién.
Se requiere que TODOS los estudiantes participen.

Food Pantry Hours & Locations

St. Vincent DePaul Society

(101 C St) Food Pantry is open every Monday from
3:00-5:00 pm. Clothing and small household items
Annex is open every Monday from 3:00-5:00 pm and
every Wednesday from llam-2pm.

Sacred Heart Food Pantry
(130 Bach St) Open every Tuesday, 1-2 pm.

Yes, we are still

suPP @BT recycling!!!

We continue to collect ink cartridges, cellphones,
tablets, Christmas lights, and NOW you may bring ca-
bles & cords from electronic devices. Please place the
items in the box provided for the food pantry located
in the church/office. Each item recycled is helping to
support our food pantries. Thank you for helping to
care for our environment and the earth.

Prayer Squares

98 Shaw! Ministry with attached prayer cards are availa-
ble in the narthex of all three churches. The squares
SRS are 3 reminder to pause and pray and we hope they
will provide comfort to those in need of prayer. Please feel free
to take one for yourself or someone you feel is need of prayer.

Support Holy Family Parlsh

Mission to form disciples who serve? Use the QR
#7 code to make a contribution. | Utilice el cédigo QR
5iet! para hacer una contribucion.
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Holy Family Parish Team

Equipo parroquial de la Sagrada Familia

Pastor | pastor
Rev. Nate Edquist

Associate Pastor | Asociado pastor
Rev. Alex Kouris

Deacons:

Bob Wellinski
bwellinski@holyfamilylaporte.org
Frank Zolvinski
fzolvinski@holyfamilylaporte.org

Music & Liturgy |

muisica y liturgia

Patrick Watterson
pwatterson@holyfamilylaporte.org

Director of Mission
Engagement |

Director de Compromiso con la Mision
Lynn Johnson
ljohnson@holyfamilylaporte.org

Financial Manager |
director financiero

finance@holyfamilylaporte.org

Director of Parish
Operations & Director of

Faith Formation

Director de operaciones parroquiales y
Directora de catecismo

219-362-2815
Madalyn Jozaitis
mjozaitis@holyfamilylaporte.org

Faith Formation & Office
Assistant

Asistente de catecismo y Oficina
Saraidee Reyes-Villa

OCIA ocia@holyfamilylaporte.org
Director of Safety & Security

director de seguridad y proteccion
Bob Gaekle

rgaekle@holyfamilylaporte.org

Bulletin | boletin
bulletin@holyfamilylaporte.org

o

ot L8

Holy Family Parish

Sacred Heart | Sagrado Corazon
201 Bach Street

(Main Parish Office | oficina principal)
219-362-2815
office@holyfamilylaporte.org

Office Hours - Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Receptionists:
Avalee Abraham
ava@holyfamilylaporte.org

Marcia Krueger
marcia@holyfamilylaporte.org

Cheryl Metyko
cheryl@holyfamilylaporte.org

St. Peter | San Pedro
1101 Michigan Ave

St. Joseph | san José
109 “C” Street

We want to pray for you!
To submit a prayer request,
scan the QR code or fill out L

the request form online: HEES

Donna Wagner at 219-363-1516
or Jean at 219-716-3414.

mege

www.holyfamilylaporte.org/prayer-request
To call in a prayer request, contact

Thank you to our bulletin Sponsor(s) of the Week:

Cutler Funeral Home and Cremation Center
See full ad on the back of this week’s bulletin!
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