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Anyone interested in going, please let the  
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President’s Message
David Zurfluh
PVA Past President 

Members,

The end of summer is around the corner and soon houses and neighborhoods will start to quiet as 
kids head back to school, but until then I want to congratulate the athletes on their ventures at the 
NVWGs in Minneapolis! 

Over the last few months, the oversight committee worked on getting the chapter finances sorted 
out and in a predictable monthly basis, kudos and thank you to committee members, staff and chap-
ter members who helped with the process.

The committee members met and corresponded with the SCI Unit RT over the last few months and 
she has/is created/creating a lot of recreational opportunities for members with more to come, stay 
tuned.

Through Anne Robinson’s leadership and dedication, the oversight committee is coming around to 
getting the chapter governing documents and policy and procedure manuals updated, hopefully by 
September/October timeframe.

Lastly, we are looking for volunteers to help with and serve on chapter committees each month 
going forward, we need all the members help in this effort, if you have time and a desire to serve, 
please let us know by contacting Veronica or Gabriela at the chapter.  The first focused committee 
will be the Finance with more to follow, please stay tuned via the newsletter, membership meetings 
and website.

Below is a list of items the committee has completed and items/areas on which we are focusing on.

Completed:
Membership Meeting Dates for rest of calendar year
Oversight Committee Meeting Dates for rest of calendar year

Focusing on:
Golf Tournament in October
August Membership meeting on the 21st
Chapter Governing Documents and SOPs
Inpatient Outings and Activities
Chess Tournaments
Chapter Finance and other committees

PVA Oversight Committee Chair
PVA Past National President
David L. Zurfluh
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Calendar of Events 2025

AUGUST 2025

08/07/2025                                  
PIZZA DAY                                               

Miami VA Hospital

08/21/2025                                    
GMM 

MIAMI VA SCI UNIT

Membership Report
As of July 31, 2025 PVA Florida Chapter  

membership consists of 358 regular Members  
& 122 Associates Members:

PVA Florida Chapter welcomes new member: 

The Sunshine
Wants to know what’s on Your Mind?

Call or e-mail us with Your ideas, suggestions.
PVAF@aol.com • 954-565-8885

VA Facilities
Veterans Health Administration
Toll-Free Hotline (medical care)

1-877-222-8387

VA Regional Office, St. Petersburg
PO Box 1437

St. Petersburg, FL 33731
1-800-827-1000

Regional Processing Office
Atlanta, GA (educational claims)

PO Box 54346
Atlanta, GA 30308
1-888-442-4551

VA Insurance Center
(VA Insurance)
PO Box 42954

Philadelphia, PA 19101
1-800-669-8477

VA Health Administrative Center:
(CHAMPVA and Spina Bida health care)

CHAMPVA inquiries:
PO Box 65023, Denver, CO 80206-5023

CHAMPVA claims:
PO Box 65024, Denver, CO 80206-5024

Spina Bida inquiries and claims:
PO Box 65025, Denver, CO 80206-5025

1-800-733-8387

VA Loan Guaranty Eligibility Center
(Certificates of eligibility)

PO Box 20729
Winston Salem, NC 27120

1-888-244-6711

National Cemetery Administration
Office of Memorial Programs:

(Headstones & markers)
810 Vermont Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20420

1-800-697-6947
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) Unit

Chicago VA Regional Office
1-800-829-4833

Miami VA Health Care Medical Center:
1201 NW 16 Street

Miami, FL 33125
1-888-276-1785

VA Outpatient Clinic
9800 West Commercial Blvd.

Sunrise, FL 33351
Phone: (954) 475-5500

VA Medical Center
7305 N Military Trail

West Palm Beach, FL 33410-6400
1-800-972-8262

Visit us on the web at pvaflorida.org

Advertisers in the Issue
Ekso Bionics............................................................. 5

Reliant Roofing...................................................... 11

First Nation............................................................ 12

In Motion Mobility................................................. 18

Rollx Vans............................................................... 20

PVAFloridaChapter1956
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In memory of Francisco Abreu
In memory of Francisco Abreu, Known by family and close friends as “Chipo”
Francisco was born in Dominican Republic March 9th, 1953, he immigrated to the United States, drafted in the 
United States military in the Army branch and served from 1973-1975. After his service he would then get into 
an accident that would leave him paraplegic in 1988. In 2004 he became a member of the PVA Florida Chapter 
where he would serve his other fellow veterans in different ways. He served as a director and Sports director in 
the PVA Florida Chapter’s board of directors. 
He gave much of his time to the organization, by participating in many events including but not limited to; 
Sports, volunteering at the Miami VA for luncheons, and also events other events that we still do to this day. 
Francsico was always a big family man and he showed that in the many events where he brought his family to 
help in events with him. Whether it was for a picnic or sporting events, he brought his family wherever he went.
Francisco was always known for his love in sports while in the chapter, when he became a sport director, he 
was always enthusiastic to have many sporting events such as the bowling group that would go every week on 
Fridays to meet. Everyone always remembers his love for cycling. Whenever there was chance for him to use his 
cycle, he took it. The sports to him were always something that made him happy and we will always remember 
his passion for it. Even in his later years when he stepped back from being a director, he always gave us support 
in any way that he could. He leaves us with many great memories, of never giving up in the worse moments and 
fighting to the end. 
On behalf of our board of directors, members, and staff we want to express our heartfelt condolences to Fran-
cisco’s family and remember that we will always treasure the memories that we made with him throughout the 
years. A great person has left us but he will never be forgotten. 
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Sports Report
Charles Corley

NATIONAL VETERAN WHEELCHAIR GAMES IN MINNEAPOLIS, MN 2025
The Miami Adaptive Sports Team completed in The National Veterans Wheelchair Games in Minneapolis, Minnesota on 
July 17 thru July 22,2025.

PVA members scored a total of 12 metals, Seven were gold, three Silver and Two Bronze. Participants were excited to do 
their best in the events . Next year the city of Detroit, Michigan will host the Games for 2026.

The summer is coming to an end and the Victor Program will start having sporting events on the Calendar posted by 
Recreational Therapist at VA.

Next on the Calendar we will Discuss with Leadership any plans for the Diving Team. Also The Fishing Trip with Captain 
Neil be rescheduled and I encourage members to let me or the office know your intentions on participating. These 
events has be confirmed with attendance.

Thank you
Respectfully- Charles Corley
Sports Director Florida Chapter
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On Location
Florida Chapter

NATIONAL VETERAN WHEELCHAIR GAMES IN MINNEAPOLIS, MN 2025



The Sunshine

8 •August 2025

PVA Florida Clubhouse Birthdays
PVA Florida Chapter, Improving the Lives of Those with 
Spinal Cord Injury and Disease

August Birthday 

Kira M. Hall................ August 02

Herman W. Hoffman...August 03

Hartley E. Key............ August 04

Wayne E. Hooper..... August 04

Carlos L. Delgado.... August 04

Manuel Audain......... August 06

Andres Trujillo, Jr...... August 07

Lawrence Horn......... August 09

Richard H. Riviera..... August 11

Aukuso Siuta............. August 11

John Paul Oriol......... August 11

Allison G. Alvarado.... August 12

Joseph G. Belton, Sr...August 13

Allan S. Alvarenga.... August 13

Paul W. Lane.............. August 15

David A. Swart.......... August 15

Raymond Walawender...August 16

Kathryn A. Mangone..August 17

Jerry Jones............... August 19

Tom S. Paskal............ August 21

Steven G. Schock..... August 21

Keith W. Vivyan......... August 22

Sammie L. Gipson.... August 24

Arthur L. Nickler....... August 25

John A. Anderson.... August 25

Roberto A. Sterling.... August 25

Jose D. Gonzalez...... August 26

Steven C. Davolt....... August 27

Christopher N. Stultz...August 28

Leedell A. Brown, Sr....August 29

Felix Perez................. August 29

Daniel A. Eppler....... August 31
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On Location
Florida Chapter

NATIONAL VETERANS WHEELCHAIR GAMES AT MINNEAPOLIS, MN 2025
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News Round-Up
Recent news regarding legislation and regulatory actions affecting veterans and people with disabilities.
Written and produced by Paralyzed Veterans of America - Government Relations Department

Check out the PVAction Force page to view legislative campaigns and a list of key legislation.

HOUSE COMMITTEE STUDIES THE EFFICACY OF VA COMMUNITY CARE
On July 15, the House Veterans’ Affairs Health Subcommittee held a hearing to examine how VA’s Community Care 
Network (CCN) can be leveraged to help veterans receive the right care, at the right place, and at the right time. PVA 
submitted its views on the efficacy and practicality of community care for our members in a statement for the record. We 
reminded committee members of our firm belief that VA is the best health care provider for disabled veterans. Also, our 
members consistently choose VA’s spinal cord injuries and disorders (SCI/D) system of care, because it provides a coordi-
nated life-long continuum of services that has increased their lifespan by decades. We noted that VA’s specialized systems 
of care follow higher clinical standards than those required in the private sector which is why preserving and strengthen-
ing VA’s specialized systems of care, like SCI/D care, remains the highest priority for PVA. 

In our statement, we identified several reasons why VA’s CCN care is not suitable for our members. These included civilian 
providers lacking knowledge about treating SCI/D and how these injuries and illnesses impact other bodily parts and 
systems, the inaccessibility of civilian facilities, and the lack of proper diagnostic equipment. We concluded by urging the 
subcommittee to take the necessary steps to ensure that VA’s direct care system is not weakened to the point where care 
in the community becomes the only choice for catastrophically disabled veterans. You can view a recording of the hearing 
and find other relevant documents here. 

NDAA BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE
The House and Senate Armed Services Committees have completed their respective versions of the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA). While this annual defense policy bill focuses primarily on personnel, weapons systems, and 
administrative matters pertaining to the Department of Defense, in recent years, several veterans-related provisions have 
been inserted into the bill.

On July 9, the Senate Armed Services Committee voted 26-1 to advance its version of the Fiscal Year 2026 NDAA to the 
Senate floor. On July 15, the House Armed Services Committee also passed a bipartisan bill, 55-2. We are currently re-
viewing available text and evaluating the potential effect of any veterans’ related provisions on PVA members. The bills 
may come to their respective floors prior to the August recess where they will be subjected to numerous amendments. 

Once both chambers pass their respective versions of the bill, a joint House-Senate conference will be held to hammer 
out differences between the two bills in order to compile a single measure both chambers can agree on. Much of that 
work will likely be conducted by the staff over the August recess and the earliest lawmakers can be expected to vote on 
the final bill would be in the fall. 

GAO REPORT ON VETERANS CRISIS LINE
In June, the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) submitted a report on the Veterans Crisis Line (VCL). The report 
calls for a more comprehensive risk assessment for veterans that call the line for mental health support. 

As of March 2025, the VCL employed more than 1,000 crisis responders who are responsible for answering the calls on 
VCL’s main line. Of those employees, some are responsible for veterans with complex needs and for high frequency call-
ers, while others handle text-based and chat interventions for veterans who are struggling. 

Between 2021 and 2024, the VCL saw around 3.8 million customer interactions between calls, texts, and chat-based com-
munications. VCL staff noted in a survey provided for the report that 47 percent of staff handling chat-based assistance, 
and 35 percent of text-based assistance, would frequently or always handle two veteran interactions at the same time. 
Attempting to support two veterans in crisis at the same time is not consistent with VCL procedures and training, and it 
could cause direct harm to the veterans seeking help.

GAO recommended that VA and the VCL improve procedures and routing policies for veterans using the chat and text 
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Classified Ads
Spokesman classified section is provided at no 
cost to PVA Florida Chapter members. Please call 
Veronica Pereira by the first of the month prior to 
publication if you would like to advertise with us: 
(954) 565-8885.
If you are interested in ensuring quality health care, 
wheelchair sports, recreation, advocacy, ADA edu-
cation and helping to improve the lives of those 
with SCI/D call today to Become a PVA Florida 
Chapter Associate Member! (954) 565-8885

Florida Chapter
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News Round-Up
Recent news regarding legislation and regulatory actions  
affecting veterans and people with disabilities.
Written and produced by Paralyzed Veterans of America - 
Government Relations Department

features, adjust their internal procedures and staffing to meet the need, and establish appropriate procedures for disclos-
ing incidents. VA agreed to the recommendations and will work to implement improvements. You can read the full GAO 
report here.

If you or someone you know is struggling with a mental health crisis, call the 988 line and press 1 to be connected to the 
Veterans Crisis Line.

NEWS OF NOTE
OIG PUBLISHES REPORT REGARDING AMTRAK’S CUSTOMER SERVICE QUALITY FOR PASSENGERS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES
On June 11, Amtrak’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) released a report regarding the quality of the company’s cus-
tomer service for passengers with disabilities. The report found that Amtrak had made improvements but still lacked an 
overarching strategy in its efforts to improve customer service for these passengers. Further, the company doesn’t have a 
good understanding of the quality of service provided because it doesn’t regularly analyze data that could provide that 
information. PVA met with Amtrak’s OIG during its audit of the company’s customer service to share our views on behalf 
of our members and other wheelchair users.

DOE EXTENDS EFFECTIVE DATE OF DIRECT FINAL RULES DUE TO SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE COMMENTS
On June 14, the Department of Energy (DOE) announced that due to the receipt of significant adverse comments, it is 
extending the effective date of the direct final rule Rescinding Regulations Related to Nondiscrimination in Federally 
Assisted Programs or Activities (General Provisions) and the direct final rule Rescinding New Construction Requirements 
Related to Nondiscrimination in Federally Assisted Programs or Activities. The effective dates of the direct final rules have 
been delayed until September 12. DOE is delaying the effective dates to consider comments. PVA submitted comments 
expressing our concerns about the effect the proposed rules would have on people with disabilities and urged DOE to 
withdraw them. PVA will continue to monitor this issue. 

VA ANNOUNCES EXPANDED BURIAL BENEFITS
The VA recently announced it is implementing temporary expansions to burial benefits thanks to the Senator Elizabeth 
Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act. Previously, a veteran who died at home and was 
receiving VA hospice care, was not guaranteed eligibility for VA burial benefits. Now, a veteran who passes away between 
July 1, 2025, and October 1, 2026, will be eligible for VA burial benefits. The press release is available here.  

ADVOCACY & COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
UPCOMING WEBINAR: ADVOCATING DURING THE AUGUST CONGRESSIONAL RECESS
In June, we held our 2025 Advocacy Legislation Seminar and had great results. You may be wondering what is next on 
the horizon. Congress will be on recess in August, but advocacy doesn’t take a break. Join us on July 30 at 2:00 p.m. ET to 
learn how you can make your voice heard while lawmakers are back in their home states and districts. We’ll cover strate-
gies for attending town halls, using PVAction Force, and ways you can help mobilize your community for impact. You can 
register for the webinar here.  

REMINDER: PVA MEMBER ADVOCACY TOOLKIT NOW AVAILABLE
PVA recently released an advocacy toolkit designed to empower individuals, regardless of experience level, with resourc-
es and guidance to effectively advocate. By sharing personal stories and engaging in meaningful conversations, PVA 
member advocates can drive meaningful change, locally and nationally, while shaping a better future. To view the toolkit, 
click here.

Veterans’ Committee Activities
Please visit the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee webpages for information on previous and upcoming 
hearings and markups.  
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Ekso Indego Personal 
What is Ekso Indego?
Ekso Indego is an FDA-cleared, powered 
exoskeleton worn around the waist and 
legs that enables individuals paralyzed 
from spinal cord injuries (level T3-L5)* 
to stand and walk, offering a new level 
of independence.

Ekso Indego®
Gets Veterans 
Walking Again

Getting Veterans with SCI 
Back on Their Feet
A recently revised VA policy allows 
Ekso Indego to be issued to qualified 
veterans at no cost.**

Modular design for 
easy transportation
Improve your cardio 
& bone density
Enjoy eye-level 
conversations again

Scan with your phone 
for more information 
on how you could 
receive your own Ekso 
Indego Personal.

Contact us to find out if you are eligible to receive an Ekso 
Indego at NO COST!
An evaluation by your provider at a SCI/D center is required to 
determine eligibility for use of the Ekso Indego Personal device 

Proudly designed & 
assembled in the USA

Eligible veterans can receive an
Ekso Indego exoskeleton at NO COST!

www.eksobionics.com
* For full indications for use, visit: www.eksobionics.com/indications-for-use/
** A screening process through the VA is required to determine eligibility for use of the Ekso Indego Personal device PN#:044-028-001 Rev. C

- Fastest walking speeds
- Lightest weight exoskeleton
- Walk at home and in your community
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Golf Tournament
Hello members and sponsors of the golf tournament. Here’s a look back at previous years tournaments we’re looking 
forward to seeing you and thank you to our long-term sponsors and to our members. We’re looking forward to bringing 
in new sponsors to help grow the golf tournament and to fund more programs inside our Chapter. If you happen to know 
a sponsor that would like to join us at our golf tournament please contact the local office. Once again, thank you for all 
you do for PVA Florida Chapter! Your sponsorship and support changes a veterans life every day!
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Accessible Vehicles
Wheelchair

Miami

Products

Empowering
your journey

QQuuaalliittyy

inmotionmobility.com
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On Location
Florida Chapter

JULY 4TH CELEBRATION AT CITY OF SUNRISE, FL

 

Dear members we are looking for two volunteers to be part of Mission United and 
the PVA Florida Chapter. Our primary and secondary member will attend meetings 
and events representing our organization. If you are interested in working with us 

and being part of our chapter, please contact the PVA Florida Chapter office at  
(954) 565-8885 or email pvaf@aol.com.
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