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Mary of Nazareth Catholic School
HSA General Meeting Minutes
November 17, 2025




Prayer and Opening Remarks
Krysia Novotny, HSA President

Heavenly Father, we come to you today asking for your guidance, wisdom, and support as we begin this meeting. Help us to engage in meaningful discussion; allow us to grow closer as a group and nurture the bonds of community. Fill us with your grace. Amen 

Ms. Novotny extended a warm acknowledgment to all the Fall sport parents. Mary of Nazareth celebrated numerous soccer champions this season, and special recognition goes to the Cross Country participants, notably led by the Benko family.

Race for Scholars raised $33,000! Congratulations and thank you to all those involved in making RFS a success. October featured two parent-only events: the Golf Event, led by Sean Hand, and the Adult Social, led by Jonathan Jenkins and Caitlin Mueller.

The Annual Giving Campaign is currently underway. Each year, gifts from our generous families, alumni, and friends strengthen every part of life at Mary of Nazareth, from academic programs and technology upgrades to faith formation and professional development. Every gift, no matter the size, makes a meaningful impact and helps us continue to provide an exceptional Catholic education rooted in Faith, Knowledge, and Service. 

November's highlight is Grandparents' Day on the 24th. December's schedule includes Christmas Bingo, Restaurant Nights, and Breakfast with Santa. Please mark your calendars, and we will need many volunteers!

Upcoming events:
Restaurant Nights:
· November 18th @ Thai Tanium in Kentlands 
· December 10th @ Taco Bamba
· January 14th @ Gringos and Mariachis
· February 11th @ Mama Lucia
· February 28th @ Baruch Cafe

November 24: Grandparents Day
December 6: Breakfast with St. Nick
February 7: Father-Daughter Dance
February 21: Mother-Son Event

As always, upcoming events are detailed in the school calendar; we encourage you to consider how your family can participate. Thank you all for attending tonight and for your continued support of our school community.

Principal’s Address and Personal Safety Overview 
Michael J. Friel, Principal

Mr. Friel extended his gratitude and sincere appreciation to The HSA Executive board members for all they do for the MoN Community. Congratulations to the Escano family and to Sean Hand for winning Volunteers of the Year. Their commitment, countless hours of service, and willingness to step up whenever needed have made a significant positive impact on the school and its community. 

The Personal Safety Education (PSE) PowerPoint was shared with the community, emphasizing that the safety of our children is a top priority at MoN. The program offers age-appropriate education and is reviewed and updated annually. Parents are encouraged to monitor their child's electronics. All parents should have a Virtus account to view teacher activities and other relevant information. Virtus training is mandatory for all school volunteers. Please contact Mrs. Wray if you wish to volunteer.

Thank you all for your incredible community engagement and support for our events. The Back to School Picnic, Race for Scholars, Halloween, and many more were a great success. We would also like to give special recognition and appreciation to the many volunteers who work hard behind the scenes. Additionally, a big thank you goes to the Novotnys for running a great soccer program and the Benko’s for their successful Cross Country program.

Please don’t forget to send in pictures for the slideshow that will be aired during the Grandparents' Day event. 

Updates to the strategic plan are underway, with a focus on several key areas: strengthening Catholic identity, enhancing academic excellence, improving teacher and staff retention, advancing technology initiatives, and ensuring both affordability and accessibility for all families. Each of these components is currently being reviewed by the appropriate committees and leadership teams to assess progress and identify future priorities. The board has reaffirmed its commitment to supporting families through financial assistance programs. As part of its responsibilities, the board sets the annual tuition rates. Mr. Friel provides guidance and input throughout this process to ensure that tuition decisions align with the school’s mission and financial realities.

	No other school in our area is taking more comprehensive safety measures than we are. This fall, we completed a second formal threat assessment, with support from Mark Deane of ETS Risk Management. Geoff Barker, who was appointed as Safety Committee Chair last month, is now leading these efforts. We continue to maintain a police presence at school events and have expanded this coverage to include athletic activities. Please note that CYO will not be using MoN for basketball on Saturdays. This decision was made because CYO is not in a financial position to provide the required security. If this change raises concerns, you are encouraged to contact anyone at CYO directly. For school-related questions, please reach out to Geoff Barker. Both of our recent assessments recommended the addition of an armed security guard. We believe that having an armed guard on campus is an important step in strengthening our safety plan. Funds raised through the Raise the Paddle initiative will help us to support these enhancements.
Enrollment remains strong at Mary of Nazareth, and interest in our school continues to grow. While we value this high demand, our goal is to maintain optimal class sizes and student–teacher ratios to ensure the best learning environment. This presents a unique challenge: increased enrollment helps keep tuition rates lower, yet we are committed to preserving the quality and individual attention that define our school. We currently have more families seeking admission than available space. Our Pre-K program remains the most affordable in the area, and we anticipate a possible tuition adjustment this year. Notably, all projected enrollments for the incoming 2026 Pre-K class consist of siblings, reflecting the strong confidence and satisfaction of our existing families.
The pavilion project continues to move forward, though several logistical requirements must be addressed. The fire department has indicated that the structure must be accessible for emergency vehicles, which would require widening the road behind the middle school to reach the originally proposed location. As an alternative, we are exploring the possibility of relocating the pavilion closer to the Pre-K area. Montgomery County’s review process has introduced some delays, but we remain fully committed to completing this project. We are working through the zoning and compliance requirements to ensure the pavilion is built safely and in accordance with all regulations.

A number of social concerns initiatives are currently underway, and we extend our sincere thanks to everyone for their generosity and participation. To date, we have raised $1,375 for Jamaica hurricane relief, collected Halloween costumes, supported the Scouting for Food campaign, assisted furloughed families through the HSA, and gathered eyeglasses for donation. We encourage families to continue sharing these drives with others. At the class level, First Grade collected an impressive 475 books for Holy Cross Medical Center, and we are additionally collecting toiletries for the Johns Hopkins Home for Children. Thank you for your continued commitment to serving our community.

The HSA Executive Committee has proposed a minimum requirement of 10 volunteer hours per family for the upcoming school year. A fee of $25 would be assessed for each uncompleted hour, with all such payments directed to the HSA. The Board will review this proposal and integrate it into their budgeting, planning, and tuition setting for the 2026-2027 school year.

Closing Prayer
Father, We give you thanks that you have allowed us to work together and serve you during this meeting.  We ask your blessing upon our endeavors, and upon all present today.  May your love and grace continue to guide us, in everything that we do, today and in the future.  We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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