At Last!

SUMMER LIVING AT I'TS BEST
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“We spend a ton of time
outside,” notes the wife, so it
was important to create spaces
for guests to gather, like this
pergola-covered dining table
and brick fireplace with a
raised hearth. FACING PAGE:
Architect Mark Cutone used
bluestone to define the outdoor
spaces; the sun-shielding
umbrella is from Tuuci and the
chaises from Kingsley Bate.
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Family Ties

A newly built Nantucket vacation home keeps summer
traditions going strong.

Text by LISA H. SPEIDEL | Photography by DAN CUTRONA
Produced by KARIN LIDBECK BRENT
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uildable land can be tough to

. you find an available lot on the
very street your family has rented

come by on Nantucket. So when

on for many years, you jump at the opportunity.
Such was the lucky coincidence for a family who
had been looking to build a vacation home in the
Dionis neighborhood of the island.

The wife, who has summered on Nantucket

since childhood, gravitated toward Dionis for its

natural beauty (imagine wooded marshland and
views of the Great Point Lighthouse from the
pool deck) coupled with its proximity to town.
She and her husband assembled a team—architect
Mark Cutone, interior designer Donna Elle, and
builder Joe Gamberoni of Cross Rip Builders—to
make their vision a reality. They credit Cutone
with siting the four-bedroom, 4,500-square-foot
house and adjacent guest house just so to

maximize the light and views.
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The fireplace, which has an
elevated farmhouse aesthetic and
was built by Cross Rip Builders,
is fabricated from reclaimed
Wyoming stockade fencing and
New England river stones. FAR
LEFT: The color palette is coastal
yet restrained, dotted with cool
blues, sand tones, and creamy
whites; the custom linen-wrapped
coffee table from Art Applications
anchors the main seating area.
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LEFT: Designer Donna Elle was
averse to going stark white in the
kitchen. “Because it’s part of the
main space,” she says, “I didn't want
a contrast—I| wanted a balance.”
The cabinets have a strié finish
that is white on off-white. RIGHT:
Palecek chairs covered in Manuel
Canovas cut-velvet fabric are an
inviting spot for an aperitif; Elle
and the homeowner discovered the
bar at Ramble Market in Waltham,
Massachusetts, and Cross Rip
Builders retrofitted it and added a
sink to suit the space.

“My approach is extremely holistic, and my
clients don't even realize it—thevre entering Donna’s
spiritual world.” —INTERIOR DESIGNER DONNA ELLE

Cutone says he designed a house with a
“traditional Nantucket envelope, so it works
contextually with the rest of the island,”
employing classic cedar shingles, a red cedar roof,
and white trim. The interior seamlessly follows
suit, with an inviting cottage-farmhouse style
evidenced by the exposed painted ceiling beams,
the shiplap detailing, and the rustic character-
grade oak floors.

Elle was instrumental in crafting the overall

aesthetic of the house. “Other than my wanting

an open floor plan and using the word ‘comfort’

a lot, the rest was on her,” says the wife. Elle
visited the owners’ home on the mainland, a
traditional cape listed on the National Register

of Historic Places, and then set out to break that
mold on the island. She remembers that when she
was devising the furniture plan in the open dining/
living/kitchen/bar area, she mapped it with
painter’s tape, then climbed a ladder to snap
photos, so the owners could visualize the

difference between the island and mainland
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layouts. “We maximized the heck out of that
space,” Elle says with glee.

The designer jibed well with her clients as
she sought to fashion a retreat that met their
needs and could essentially expand (host summer
parties with extended family) or contract (enjoy
a quiet weekend with their daughter) as needed.
“I'm sensitive to how people feel in their home,”
notes Elle. “My approach is extremely holistic,
and my clients don’t even realize it—they’re
entering Donna’s spiritual world.”

Part of that sensitivity is sweating the details. A
former dressmaker, Elle took great care to custom-
ize all of the living area furnishings, from the foam
construction to the seat heights and depths, and
incorporate pieces that spoke to her clients.
“[The husband] said to me, ‘I want a whale in my
house,” ” remembers Elle. Nantucket artist Sunny
Woods carved the handsome wood specimen that
swims above the kitchen. The dining table has an
equally cool story: it’s fabricated from the door
of an Amish house, and the original turquoise
milk paint is still visible.

The cool factor stretches outside to the
entertaining spaces—the pool, the fireplace, and
the pergola-covered dining area—which the
owners hoped would feel like extensions of the
indoors. “We wanted open, casual, comfortable,
and connected to the outdoors,” says the wife.
Adding with a laugh: “We’re super casual,
Solo-cup-type of people.” And indeed, one could
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easily envision the iconic red cups making an
appearance over by the pool—they’d be a perfect
match for those throw pillows.

EDITOR'S NOTE: For details, see Resources.

FACING PAGE, TOP: Serene
and subtle is the scene in the
second-floor main bedroom; the
silk and cotton appliqued and
embroidered cut-velvet shams
are from Scalamandré. FACING
PAGE, BOTTOM: The main bath,
with its sleek limestone floor tile,
walk-in shower, and tucked-away
water closet, has a spa-like

feel. RIGHT: Thibaut’s floral
Rittenhouse fabric on the bed
and window treatment ensures
sweet dreams in a guest room.
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