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ABOUT THE SDSN
The Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN),

launched in 2012, mobilizes global scientific and technological

expertise to promote practical problem solving for the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate

Agreement. The SDSN was established by and works under the

auspices of the United Nations Secretary-General. The SDSN

supports the implementation of the SDGs at local, national, and

global scales, in collaboration with UN agencies, multilateral

financing institutions, the private sector, governments, and civil

society.

A Leadership Council of approximately 100 global leaders

oversees the SDSN. Professor Jeffrey Sachs of Columbia

University is President of the SDSN, leading a Secretariat

hosted by the SDSN Association, a non-profit organization with

offices in New York, Paris, and Kuala Lumpur.

The SDSN’s work is organized around 3 priorities:

National & Regional SDSNs
Research & Policy Tools
The SDG Academy



MPP-SDGs Students  © Jörg Balsiger

Facilitators and participants at the Cotabato workshop , Ateneo de Davao University



Spanning six continents, the SDSN network comprises over

1,600 member institutions, most of them universities,

coordinated by 48 National and Regional Networks. They

promote the localization and implementation of the SDGs,

develop long-term transformation pathways for sustainable

development, provide education around Agenda 2030, and

launch solution initiatives to solve particular challenges. Each

network focuses on distinct projects and priorities in line with

their unique local contexts and challenges.

NATIONAL & REGIONAL
NETWORKS



Network Host institution(s)



SDSN Youth volunteers
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Sensitisation of secondary school students about Goal 3 on World Sickle Cell Day
© SDGs Student Hub, University of Ibadan



Launched in 2015, SDSN Youth is one of the world’s biggest

networks of young leaders dedicated to action for sustainable

development. They work with 187 volunteers from 127 countries to

accelerate youth solutions towards the sustainable development

goals, and connect young people to pathways of understanding and

action for the SDGs and Paris Agreement.

SDSN Youth provides opportunities for young people to pioneer

innovative solutions. With a membership of more than 748

organizations, SDSN Youth connects people and facilitates their

contributions to regional and national pathways. Programs focus on

social innovation and entrepreneurship, and provide a digital

ecosystem that helps young innovators secure funding, connect

with experts and mentors, and find new collaborators to grow their

solutions. SDSN Youth also runs an accelerator program that

connects innovators to training on skills such as marketing and

pitching.

Through its Local Pathways Program, SDSN Youth empowers young

leaders from cities across the world and equips them with

knowledge, resources, and a platform to advance local dialogue,

collaboration, and problem-solving to make cities and urban

settlements "smart, fair and sustainable." The Youth Solutions

program has incubated over 600 ideas and solutions for sustainable

development, while the SDG Students Program has established over

100 SDG Student Hubs as convening spaces for dialogue, advocacy,

and problem-solving across university campuses around the world.

The initiative has successfully built a thriving community of over

4,900 program members.

SDSN Youth



RESEARCH & POLICY
TOOLS

The Sustainable Development Report is the first worldwide study of

countries’ progress towards the SDGs. Published annually by the

SDSN & the Bertelsmann Stiftung since 2016, the report uses

publicly available data to identify priorities for action for all 193 UN

member states. Each year the report focuses on key issues for the

SDGs, such as international spillovers (actions by one country that

impact others), policy implementation mechanisms, and the COVID-

19 pandemic.

The SDSN produces additional SDG indices in collaboration with

other partners, including the Europe Sustainable Development

Report and the Africa SDG Index and Dashboards Report. SDSN

also develops indices to assess SDG achievement at the subnational

level, such as the Index of Sustainable Development for Brazilian

Cities, the US Cities Sustainable Development Report, and the

Municipal Atlas of the SDGs in Bolivia.

The SDSN focuses on the implementation of the 17 SDGs and the

Paris Climate Agreement. The Secretariat and SDSN comprise over

1,600 member institutions support planning, policy development,

and implementation of these international commitments.

Sustainable Development
Report



Editions of the SDG Index & Dashboards.

Download the reports and databases at: sdgindex.org 

Global Editions 

Regional Editions Subnational Editions 

https://www.sdgindex.org/


The World Happiness Report is a landmark annual survey of the

state of global happiness that ranks more than 150 countries by

their happiness levels. The World Happiness Report reached more

than 9 million people in 2021. Since it was first published, the

World Happiness Report has been based on two key ideas: that

happiness or life evaluation can be measured through opinion

surveys, and that we can identify key determinants of well-being

and thereby explain the patterns of life evaluation across

countries. This information, in turn, can help countries to craft

policies aimed at achieving happier societies. 

World Happiness Report &
Global Happiness Policy
Report

The GHC (Global Happiness Council) is a global network of

leading academic specialists in happiness and key practitioners in

psychology, economics, education, public health, civil society,

business, and government. Council members oversee the work of

thematic groups (education, 

workplace, health, vulnerable

populations, digital well-being,

and measurement) who each

produce a chapter of policy

recommendations in the Global

Happiness and Well-being

Policy Report. The report

provides evidence and policy

advice to participating

governments to promote

happiness and well-being.



The growth of Earth Observation (EO) data has skyrocketed over

the past few years with technological advancements and a surge

in new technologies, including Geographic Information Systems

(GIS), image processing, satellite imagery, and PNT services. With

these technologies, users can add more granularity, temporal, and

localized information to their data. Consequently, governments

are increasingly using this data for evidence-based decision-

making on sustainable development challenges. Yet, countries in

the Global South, particularly in Africa, continue to face

challenges with harnessing the breadth and complexity of EO data

for decision-making on sustainable development issues. 

This latest research paper from SDSN TReNDS explores the

bottlenecks to use and the types of partnerships that may prove

beneficial to overcoming these challenges, drawing from

interviews with West African institutions and the grey literature.

Addressing the Challenges of 
Using Earth Observation
Data For SDG Attainment

Getting Started with the SDGs aims to support stakeholders,

including governments at all levels, to understand the SDGs, start

an inclusive dialogue on SDG implementation, prepare SDG-

based national development strategies or align existing plans. This

series includes Getting Started with the SDGs in Cities, Getting

started with the SDGs in Universities and Accelerating Education for

the SDGs in Universities, available in several languages.

Getting Started Guides
for SDG Implementation

https://resources.unsdsn.org/getting-started-with-the-sdgs-in-cities
https://resources.unsdsn.org/getting-started-with-the-sdgs-in-universities#:~:text=Getting%20started%20with%20the%20SDGs%20in%20universities%20is%20a%20guide,Sustainable%20Development%20Goals%20(SDGs).
https://resources.unsdsn.org/accelerating-education-for-the-sdgs-in-universities-a-guide-for-universities-colleges-and-tertiary-and-higher-education-institutions


scales in line with the objectives of the Paris Agreement, and the

associated SDGs. Through modeling the complexity of food and

land-use systems, FABLE explores various scenarios linked to

efficient and resilient agriculture systems, bioenergy, water

quality, biodiversity conservation and restoration, food security or

healthy diets, etc. The Consortium then aggregates the results to

check if the global long-term sustainability targets can be met,

analyzes results and key findings and draws out policy implications

which allow country teams to engage stakeholders and provide

policy guidance to governments.

In this aim, Nature Map offers an integrated global map of

biodiversity, carbon storage, and clean water to support countries

design and implement national policies for halting and reversing

the loss of biodiversity and for curbing net greenhouse gas

emissions from land use.

The Food, Agriculture, Biodiversity, Land-Use,

and bioEnergy (FABLE) Consortium is a 20-

country collaborative initiative launched in 2017

as part of the Food and Land-Use Coalition

(FOLU). It brings together leading knowledge

institutions to develop long-term, globally-

consistent pathways towards sustainable food

and land-use systems at national and global 

The transformation of food
and land-use systems 



Country Member Institution(s)



The Food, Environment, Land and Development (FELD) Action

Tracker is another SDSN-led strategic FOLU initiative to support

the urgent and effective transformation of food and land use

systems. Working on the policy dimension of the necessary

actions governments need to take across the globe, FELD is

undertaking systematic analyses of existing national policies,

tracks them against national commitments and international

targets under the SDGs and Paris Agreement, and identifies good

practices for policy learning, design and implementation through

local institutions. 

The focus of FELD’s efforts is to accelerate national policy action

across relevant sectors as part of a broader just and equitable

transition to sustainable local and global food and land use

systems. Among other things, FELD engages with policy

communities, supports local capacity and provides a platform for

the exchange of practical experience with policy design and

implementation, across sectors and countries. For this the team

works closely with and through existing global networks and

those on the policy frontlines in countries, with FABLE and FOLU

partners and other initiatives dedicated to accelerate climate

action and sustainable development. 



The need to direct resources to those historically left behind

by programs, especially women, young people, those farthest

from markets and urban areas, and minority groups.

There is a myth that there is a labor shortage; in reality, there

is high youth unemployment and a need to find more

opportunities in agriculture, particularly providing services,

processing, and adding value.

A transformation is needed, particularly in support of greater

commercialization, mechanization, and access to markets.

In 2022 the Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems group

organized an online dialogue series in partnership with

Agricultural Policy Research in Africa (APRA) and

Foresight4Food. Twenty panelists across three webinars focused

on the future of smallholder farming in Africa and explored

challenging questions around how small-scale agriculture can

contribute to a future where everyone has a healthy, sustainable,

and responsible diet. 

Key takeaways emerged, including:



Inspired by the Leticia Pact, the SPA was created in 2020 as the

first high-level science initiative dedicated to the Amazon and is

often referred to as an “IPCC for the Amazon”. SPA's landmark

report, the 2021 Amazon Assessment Report, released at COP26,

is the most in-depth and holistic report of its kind on the Amazon,

and examines the Amazon forest's current state, the threats that

it faces, and the solutions to those threats. It presents specific

solutions and pathways for sustainable development of the

Amazon Basin and is unprecedented for its scientific and

geographic scope, the inclusion of Indigenous scientists, and its

transparency, having undergone peer review and public

consultation. Ultimately, the Report can be seen as the most

comprehensive encyclopedia on the Amazon to date. The Report’s

hallmark is that it engages multiple voices in the co-design and

generations of knowledge, and it demonstrates that the coming

years are crucial for initiating the required transitions to save the

Amazon.

Science Panel for the
Amazon (SPA)

© Raffaello Di Ponzio

The panel consists of over 240 scientists,The panel consists of over 240 scientists,
with 65% from Amazonian countries,with 65% from Amazonian countries,

including Indigenous scientists, and overincluding Indigenous scientists, and over
42% female scientists.42% female scientists.



The Thematic Research Network on Data and Statistics (TReNDS)

is a global research network that facilitates better evidence-

informed decision-making by producing actionable research on

data innovations, supporting local capacity building in Global

South institutions, and documenting both processes (to encourage

replicability) and progress (being honest about successes and

failures) so policymakers and practitioners, particularly those

based in the Global South, can capitalize on new data technologies

and approaches to address sustainable development challenges.

TReNDS’ efforts to improve data and evidence support its long-

term objective of contributing to better government performance

through effective policy implementation, better management of

resources, strengthened service delivery, and improved citizen

engagement that increases trust and accountability in

government and contributes to democratic values. For more

information, visit www.sdsntrends.org.

TReNDS

The Lancet COVID-19 Commission is an interdisciplinary

initiative encompassing the health sciences, business, finance, and

public policy. The Commission develops recommendations on how

to best suppress the epidemic, addressing the resulting

humanitarian and economic crises, and rebuilding an inclusive,

fair, and sustainable world. It also promotes solutions to improve

global public health and support an equitable, transformative,

green, and digital recovery. More at covid19commission.org. 

The Lancet COVID-19
Commission

http://www.sdsntrends.org/
https://covid19commission.org/


SDSN’s current climate and energy work builds on the 2015 Deep

Decarbonization Pathways Project in which national research teams

from the 16 highest emitting countries developed long-term

pathways that informed the Paris Climate Agreement and now

guide national strategies towards decarbonizing energy systems.

In an effort to help countries realize their midcentury net-zero goals

and encourage others to join, SDSN works with consortiums across

the world to identify sustainable, long-term, integrated, technical

pathways on which policy decisions can be made. This allows

countries to meet Paris Agreement and SDG targets.

To support this work, an annual Zero Emissions Solutions

Conference (ZESC) is hosted alongside the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change Conference of the

Parties. This forum promotes key technologies and other solutions

that support the transition to low-emission economies. These

events emphasize problem solving, brainstorming, and global co-

creation to inform nations about the latest technology

developments and enable the transition to decarbonization.

Climate and Energy



The SDG Academy is the flagship education initiative of the

Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), with the

mandate of promoting transformative education through the

creation and curation of high quality content on sustainable

development, sharing of innovative pedagogies and training

models, and providing open access to learning resources for a

global audience.The SDG Academy is hosted by the SDSN

Association, a global initiative for the United Nations, and was

launched in September 2016. Since its inception, the SDG

Academy has garnered nearly 800,000 enrollments across its

platforms, from more than 190 countries in its mission to reach

one million learners.

THE SDG ACADEMY

In addition to its MOOCs, the SDG

Academy produces webinars, Q&A

sessions, and lecture series, allowing

learners to hear from and interact

with experts around the world. The

SDG Academy also hosts a Book Club

with Jeffrey Sachs, fostering a

monthly, global dialogue with leading

authors of books that discuss

important issues facing humanity,

offered as an on-demand podcast.



The SDG Academy Community of Practice provides a dynamic

space for institutions of higher education, private industry, and

non-profit organizations to come together. Offering a space for

partners committed to advancing sustainable development is an

enriching endeavor where collaboration, sharing, and learning can

grow. 

In 2020, in partnership with UNESCO, the Ban Ki-moon Centre for

Global Citizens, and the Center for Sustainable Development at

Columbia University, the SDG Academy launched Mission 4.7, an

ambitious initiative that brings together leaders from government,

academia, business, and civil society to advocate for education for

sustainable development and global citizenship at all levels of

learning.

The SDG Academy also hosts the Global Association of the

Master's in Development Practice program. As a multidisciplinary

graduate degree program, students learn essential skills and

knowledge that promote systems thinking and integrate theory

with practice, available at 30 institutions worldwide.  





The SDSN depends on the generous contributions of

donors. We are grateful for the many governments,

foundations, philanthropists, and businesses who

support the SDSN. Without their generous giving,

our work would not be possible.

A NOTE OF THANKS

19, rue Bergère

75009 Paris

France

+33 (1) 84 86 06 60

CONTACT

475 Riverside Dr. Suite 530

New York NY 10115

United States of America

+1 212 870 3920

info@unsdsn.org

linkedin.com/company/unsdsn

twitter.com/UNSDSN

facebook.com/UNSDSN
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