Welcome to the 20th Anniversary of the
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SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH - 12-0PM

Celebrating 20 Years of the North Center Garden Walk!

This year, we're thrilled to showcase nearly 50 beautiful gardens, featuring a wonderful mix of first-
time participants and beloved returnin§ favorites. Even more special, six of this year's gardens have
been part of the Garden Walk since the very beginning in 2006.

)
Keep an eye out for the ‘icon throughout this guide to discover these original gardens and &= j]f
celebrate the neighbors who have helped make the Garden Walk so special for two decades. <S
As we celebrate this milestone year, we've also introduced a new digital Garden Walk Guide. Not only BN
is it a more environmentally friendly oﬁcion, but it also makes exploring the neighborhood and M
planning your day easier than ever. In the pages ahead, you'll find detailed garden descriptions, "@
schedules and summaries of garden talks, band bios and performance locations, lemonade stand N ;f‘izi
information, trolley stops, and everything you need to make the most of your Garden Walk =
experience. Z

Make the Most of Your Garden Walk Experience:
Start your day with a coffee from Ritual (1821 W. Irving Park Rd.) before setting off to explore.
Hop on and off the trolley to easily visit gardens throughout the neighborhood.

Plan your route around the garden talks and live music. From gardening inspiration to great local
performances, there's something happening all day long.

Share your favorite moments on social media using #NCNAGardenWalk and help us celebrate 20
years of community, creativity, and beautiful gardens.

When the final band finishes and the closing gong sounds, the day doesn't have to end! Continue the
celebration at one of North Center's fantastic restaurants, breweries, or neighborhood gathering
spots.

We're especially grateful to our 2026 sponsors: Apero, Burning Bush Brewery, and Dovetail Brewery.
And if you're stillin the mood for live music, stop by Mrs. Murphy & Sons Irish Bistro for an evening of
traditional old-time fiddle tunes.

Thank you for being part of 20 years of gardens, neighbors, and community!

Click here for a map of all the gardens!

Please reach out to us at info@ncnaneighbors.org if you have any suggestions for next year or would like to participate on a committee.


https://www.google.com/maps/d/embed?mid=1ELayfU1jMm-OJ7E2MyNNF0BOb-7QwJE&ehbc=2E312F
https://www.ncnaneighbors.org/

s o oE @ M

ee warer i

friendly feature sun shade r\\,%mir:c:
@Q habitat

3730 N. Oakley Ave. ES ¥ 1934 W. Waveland Ave.

Bell School Pollinator Garden Birdie’s Backyard

The Bell Pollinator habit was planted in the fall of A welcoming urban backyard where hydrangeas
2019. It has all native plants and first flowers in and a stately birch tree frame spaces for
April with blooms continuing until November. athering, dining, and play. Designed for family,

Plants are selected for soil types and availability. riends, and long summer evenings outdoors.
This garden won the 2022 Excellence in

Gardening Award for schools!

1919 W. Waveland Ave.

3614 N. Leavitt St. The Journey

. | started gardening after a bad break-up. What |
Parkway Paradise ) gained was a new love-gardening! The
An elevated parkway and front yard garden filled relationship with my gardens has been one of the
with colorfulannuals. most difficult of my life. Sometimes the
relationship provides me with extreme highs but
often there is a lot of frustration. But I'm fickle
too and so as the years go on (I've been tending
to this garden for nearly 20 years), I'm learning
more about myself and how nature truly heals. |
thank my ex-boyfriend for the lesson.

3630 N. Leavitt St.

Air Bee-N-Bee
A backyard destination designed for pollinators,
birds, and other beneficial wildlife. Beneath the
shade of two towering mulberry trees, local and
migratory birds stop by to enjoy a seasonal feast,
while solitary native bees check into our custom
insect hotel for safe nesting accommodations. Painting a Garden in 4 Dimensions

Stroll through garden beds and flowering Mature overflowing cottage type garden
patches filled with milkweed, bee balm, buddleia, including shrubs, perennials, natives, bulbs, vines

and other pollinator-friendly plants that provide and even favorite annuals and veggies. By

Wolcott Ave. & Waveland Ave. %Py

nectar, pollen, and habitat throughout the serendipity and plan, lots of vignettes of intense
growing season. Whether you're a bee, butterfly, color and leaves coming and going throughout
bird, or garden visitor, the Air Bee-N-Bee offers a growing season even under the parkway digﬁcult

vyghctoming place to rest, refuel, and enjoy the maple tree. Blue flowers are a favorite.
sights.

1931 W. Bradley PL. AR

Shady Haven

A towering mulberry at the front draws you in,
opening onto a cool, shady retreat rooted by a
magnificent honey locust. Japanese maples add
bright touches of color to a lush green canopy,
while an herbaceous border wraps around a
stone patio and playful garden space.
Overlooking it all is an outdoor living room, filled
with succulents lovingly grown in the on-site
greenhouse.

3636 N. Leavitt St. ¥ Py

Cornucopia
Come down to the southern end of the Garden
Walk! See our front parkway and yard filled with
primarily perennials, then stroll through our back
garden where vegetables are growing and
perennial, annual and ceramic flowers are
blooming.

1933 W. Waveland Ave. * P

Erica’s Oasis
| have a large parkway box with an extensive fairy
garden and gnome garden. It’s a mix of perennials
and annuals. | grow a lot of zinnias from seed and
dahlias from tubers. | also have a backyard
garden with a fountain and a garage roof deck
garden with tomatoes and lots of boxes and
raised beds with flowers.

1936 W. Bradley PL.

Lorri's Haven

Parkway has a mature maple tree and a variety of
perennials, with annuals for color. Lovely tri-
colored beech highlights the front porch area.
Backyard has four trees: maple, red-bud, apple
and Japanese Maple and is bordered by a variety
of shade perennials surrounding a lush lawn.
Many potted annuals add color.



https://www.ncnaneighbors.org/

s o oE @ M

ee warer i

friendly feature sun shade r\\,%mir:c:
@Q habitat

2011 W. Bradley Pl.

Don & Juli's Garden

Our garden is a great outdoor living space, with
three patios, a garden shed, and a variety of
plantings. A large river birch is the centerpiece,
surrounded by hostas and hardy geraniums. The
front, west and south sections of the garden
receive both sun and shade, while the east
section is a shade garden. There are many
varieties of hydrangea, including three climbers.
We have lilacs and bridal veil for early blooms, as
well as some flowering trees--serviceberry,
redbud and a pink-blooming locust. A black
sourgum attracts cardinals and provides great
fall color.

2018 W. Bradley PL.

Urban Oasis

Trees have grown so much that this has become
a shade garden over the last ten years. Aspens, a
large Tri Color Beech, and a limited color palette
of pinks, blues and whites highlight this garden.

2024 W. Bradley PL.

Furlong Frolic

In partnership with our neighbors to the west, we
have a beautiful bed of flowering bushes,
including peonies, rose mallow hibiscus,
hollyhocks, a smoke bush and a butterfly bush.
The flower beds are an ongoing experiment of
annuals and perennials; seeds, bulbs and
volunteers. You're all welcome to come see how
it's turning out!

2026 W. Bradley PL.

Sit, Sip and Listen

A good spot to conclude your tour with music,
drinks, and salsa tasting. Two neighbors combine
(2024 and 2026) to create a large, open, sunny
garden. No fence allows hollyhocks, a smoke
bush, and peonies to shine. A very "hot" garage
garden supports Asiatic lilies, sedum, menarda
(bee balm) and assorted annuals. The salsa
garden along the alley is filled with all the
"fixings". Hostas are scattered throughout the
front and gangway garden. **St. Jams Band will
be playing in the backyard 3-5 PM.

2030 W. Bradley PL.

Julie and David’s Garden

The backyard features several 35 year old
foundational trees and shrubs mixed with more
recent perennials. People also seem to like our

big green egg.

2037 W. Bradley PL.

Hobert Dog Garden

The backyard has a new patio, highlighting the
fireplace and a place to hang out with the dogs.
Favorite trees are the Kousa dogwoods. | had to
replace some dying arborvitae, so in the process
of rebuilding.

Bradley Pl. & Hoyne Ave.

Parkway Garden
Parkway Corner Gardens were established to
support pollinators and reduce flooding.

3819 N. Hoyne Ave.

Decker Family Garden

After years of talking about re-landscaping our
backyard, we finally did it in 2019 - and are so
happy with the results! Like most gardens, it
continues to evolve. A few of the evergreens did
not survive and we’ve added a tomato garden in
the NW corner of the yard. Our favorite tree is
the Royal Frost birch and we love the zebra
sculpture | inherited from my parent’s garden in
Michigan.

3802 N. Hoyne Ave.

Brashler's Half Century Garden

A meandering garden featuring a fish pond and
fern path between the 2 houses, New additions
include Amsonia and wandering Geranium
ground cover transplanted from a friend.

| 2108 W. Grace St.

The Ponderosa

My Front and Back Gardens are full of many
plants & trees. | grew up watching/“helping”’my
mother plant her beautiful garden with most of
these which has inspired me to add to mine own
garden. Ex: Beech tree +Maple tree.- conifers/
skylander- Ginkgo trees-boxwood, helleborus-
hydrangeas-roses-bleedinghearts-allium-azaleas-
coral-bells -hostas- lemon twist nine-bark,
ostrich ferns- poppies & peonies and much more
added this year! My Weeping Alaskan Cedars (
cypressus nootkatensis) are my favorite feature!
My garden is changing each year a bit with
placement, that is the life of a gardener |
suppose! Enjoy!!



https://www.ncnaneighbors.org/

2109 W. Grace St.

A Touch of Grace Garden
Enter through a short tunnel and four steps to
your backyard sanctuary with climbing
hydrangea, a four-spout fountain, an Eastern
redbud, red twig dogwood, six lush flower boxes
and more.

2112 W. Grace St.

Grace Street Gardens

We are neighboring families with a shared side
yard, jointly tended by two generations over 20
years. An 80 year old horse chestnut tree
provides a cool and shaded backyard of ferns
and evergreens. Sitting areas feature fire pits and
fountains. Peony and native plant beds line the
parkways.

* P oW

Grace St. & Leavitt Ave.

Native Corner Garden
We have been growing native plants and
welcoming birds, bees and butterflies for over
ten years!

3807 N. Leavitt Ave.

Grace St. & Leavitt Ave. Corner
| took over this corner this year, and it is my first
time getting into gardening. There was prexisting
Milkweed and | added sunflowers, Marigolds,
Zinnia's and Petunias, mostly from seed. Please
enjoy!

3838 N. Hamilton Ave.

Slice of lowa
An ever evolving space. The yard started with my
favorite plants from the farm | grew up in lowa. |
am trying to transition to more native plants. The
garden has had to evolve as my trees have gotten
bigger and turned my space into mostly shade.
My birch and paper bark maple trees are big hits.
As is my weather vane and cow sign!

3854 N. Hamilton Ave.

Native Corner Garden
This parkway was the first of many established in
May 2010. The mission of the Parkway Initiative
was to create pollinator friendly corners
landscapes using native plant sources to create a
colorful array of pesticide free, bee's, birds.
butterfly and even bat friendly landscapes. This
parkway has been lovingly tended to by our very
own Merc Prause for over 15 years!
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Mercedes Magic Garden

How do you turn a standard 25-foot lot into a
backyard sanctuary? For Mercedes and Joe, the
answer is nearly five decades of passion,
experimentation, and love. Step through the

gates of their Hamilton Avenue home and into a
living storybook. This award winning garden is a
master class in texture and layer, featuring
dramatic window boxes, large container gardens,
and massive, expertly overwintered elephant
ears. As you wander beneath the canopy of rare
Tri-color and Dawyck Purple Columnar Beeches,

ou’ll discover dgiant, magical hostas, exploding

ydrangeas, and airy cosmos in vibrant pops of
pink and purple. It is a peaceful, cozy ecosystem
where all wildlife from birds and bees to a

wandering kitty and the occasional rabbit - is
warmly welcomed. Don't miss our brand-new
front garden and textured patio, designed
specifically for relaxing and catching up with
neighbors.

748 3856 N. Leavitt St.
Leavitt Street Apartment Gardens i
My favorite bush in this garden is the Gingerwine "1
nine bark. | started this garden because it was

over grown and falling on the side walk in the fall.

The garden is across from St. Benedict school. /
This garden started as a clean up but it so much
fun to get in the dirt and the out come is
beautiful plants.

3856 N. Oakley Ave.

Corner Jewelry Studio Garden

Although not in bloom now, the tree peony on
the corner is my favorite plant. The garden is
mostly full of transplanted plants, as | have taken
over more space over the years. We added raised
veggie beds in the back just a couple years ago so
that has been fun!

2238 W. Irving Park Rd.

Chicken Paradise

Back Yard modest vegetable garden with a small
flock of chickens. Highlights include chicken
tunnels and custom coop.

2153 W. Cuyler Ave.

Newly Empty Nesting

Our garden is blessed with some natural rock
along with a combination of annuals and
perennials. We were summer baseball parents for
more than a decade and are enjoying the
opportunity to tend to our garden!



https://www.ncnaneighbors.org/

4108 N. Damen Ave ¥ P+ W

Tiny Native Prairie
This fully native garden is proudly recognized by
the Forest Preserves of Cook County for its
environmentally friendly practices, including
water and soil conservation and protection of
native wildlife. It is also certified as a Monarch
Waystation by Monarch Watch, supporting
migrating monarchs and other pollinators.
Despite limited sunlight, this garden, now in its
third full year after replanting, is beginning to
flourish with a rich variety of Illinois native plants.

1841 W. Cuyler Ave.

Hortus in Urbe
Year 6 for this city garden. We have strived to
create art from nature with an abundance of
color from Spirea, Hosta, painted ferns, and lilies.
Shade and sun plants framed by large colorful
stones fill the front yard with yellow, green, and
purple hues. Plantings have spilled over to the
parkway, overflowing with coneflower, poppies,
and a faux pond. Shade and Sun plants framed
by large colorful stones fill the front and back
yards of a notable city victorian. Hostas, and
Ferns fill the shade areas with Lillys, and Spirea in
the sun. Numerous types of ground cover are
used throughout the rock and rain gardens
creating a mixed use space.

1827 W. Cuyler Ave.

Cuyler Front Garden
Japanese maple, flowers, on a block with Begyle.

4055 N. Wolcott Ave.

Cheaper Than Therapy (Not Really)
This garden features a handful of white container
gardens that trail along the treelined Wolcott
Avenue, then, finish your journey at the corner of
Belle Plaine Avenue with more color-filled
wooden barrels. Enjoy the bird bath and bird
feeders, as well as a combination of native and
pollinator plants.

2133 W. Belle Plaine Ave. ¥ &

Belle Blooms
My garden is designed in the spirit of an English
garden, where something is always in bloom and
every season brings new color, texture, and
interest. | love combining different varieties of
plants — from the soft movement of Japanese
Forest Grass and Feather Reed Grass to the bold
structure of hydrangeas, Baptisia australis, and
Allium ‘Summer Beauty’ — while incorporating
pieces of glass art throughout the garden for
unexpected sparkle and personality.
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2116 W. Belle Plaine Ave.

Belle Plaine Grotto

Front yard is a combo of sun & shade with dwarf
cherry and pear trees. Lentin roses and black A
eyes susans fill behind the active bird bath.

2121 W. Warner Ave.

Warner Way
Building the parkway up for years.

2022 W. Pensacola Ave.

Pruitt Paradise » $
After almost 30 years of planting, growing and x
shifting, our oasis is the highlight of our Chicago i3,
summer. We started with only one tree, still 33@
standing in the parkway, a few scraggly bushes e WS
and chain link fence with nothing else but grass. <<
The large deck was here, but all the plants and -
other trees were imported, mostly donations -~
from family with beautiful perennial gardens. All N
the trees were brought in by shovel or Y
wheelbarrow and this sandy soil so close to the Z‘-:@
water table has made everything taller than e B
expected, with changes in shade/sun patterns e 4
always evolving. The gardens are created in gf
layers, with untended native prairie plants /.
behind perennials of varied sorts. Annuals in e
front and in pots on the deck provide a boost of e

color -- planting them a Mother's Day tradition. It
is hard to pick a favorite flower, but the explosion
of Menarda in July is a highlight of the summer.

2140 W. Montrose Ave.

The Lucky Fern

Front yard is a mix of hosta and hydrangeas,
accented with impatiens. The flowers flow down
the side-yard and spill into the backyard. The
backyard features a cherry tree, rose bushes, a
veggie/flower garden, hibiscus, and an iris garden
(notin bloom for the walk).

2156 W. Cullom Ave.

Webb Front Garden

We removed the lawn on our parkway several
years ago and put in a lovely variety of hostas
and ground cover. The garden just next to the
house continues to evolve every year as we try
out new plants that will thrive there. In particular
we are Interested in native plants and other
perennials. Some years ago we suddenly started
seeing milkweed plants out there--likely a gift
from some birds depositing seeds for us. It's
amazing to see how many milkweeds pop up
every year! Otherwise our goal is to have
something blooming continually from early
spring through the fall.



https://www.ncnaneighbors.org/

2243 W. Cullom Ave.

AWorkin Progress

Front yard space with a considered mix of plants
that add blooms and color across the seasons.
Installed in 2022, here's hoping the garden
continues to thrive! Ground cover (ajuga), grasses
(japanese forest grass), perennials (coral
heuchera, hostas, virginia bluebells, hillside black
beauty), shrubs (hydrangea, fothergilla, astilbes)
and trees (japanese maple and serviceberry) all
growing nicely in year 4! The unintentional mossy
growth (from many hours of shade) adds an
organic element to a largely informal garden,
which is maintained by Amy Beltemacchi,
landscape architect and owner of Generative
Land Limited. The Japanese Maple is a favorite,
and the Serviceberry tree is a native tree.

4141 N. Claremont Ave.

Sabana Grande

Our corner of the world! Flowers, peach trees,
annuals, perennials, vegetables, places to sit and
contemplate, places to share, sun and fun - that's
our Sabana Grande - our back yard!

4146 N. Oakley Ave.

Jim's Garden of Joy
Small and simple grassy front yard surrounded
by colorful perennials.

2501 W. Pensacola Ave.

Prairie on Pensacola

Our garden features many native, drought
tolerant perennials including echinacea, bee
balm, coneflowers and milkweed. We are also
growing tomatoes, pepper and basil on the south
side of the house. Take a moment to relax at the
table under our ironwood and redbud trees. You
may catch a glimpse of our cat Felix who does his
part to keep rabbits out of the garden.

2557 W. Pensacola Ave.

City Sanctuary

Set alongside the Chicago River, across from
Horner Park, we have strived to continually turn
the land over to native species. Since 2018 we
have planted over 40 different species - some
thriving better than others. Always a work in
progress!

x
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2511 W. Hutchinson Ave.

Riverbank Neighbors Natural Area

4.5 blocks on the east bank of the Chicago River
south of Montrose. Extensive trails through
restored woodlands, savanna and prairie

2546 W. Berteau Ave.

Veggies and Flowers

Decorative gardens in the front and back with a
concentrated vegetable garden with a living
fence and multiple vertical growing spaces.

4115 N. Maplewood Ave.

Maplewood Medley

An always changing medley of plants provide a
colorful and tranquil spot. The front is mostly
shade. The back is mostly sun with the exception
of a shady Hosta corner. A huge Trumpet Vine
climbs the garage which is hard to control but
brings beautiful flowers. Other favorites include
Daylillies, Garden phlox, Easter Lillies and Showy
Stonecrop. Veggies and herbs rotate seasonally
and include four different types of tomatoes.

4105 N. Maplewood Ave. Se @ &< W
Maplewood Meadow

Our front yard and parkway feature an
assortment fo native, pollinator-friendly plants.
We have several raised beds in the backyard for
growing our favorite fruits and veggies, and try to
add something new each 1g/ear! The backyard is
under the watchful eyes of our 5 chickens (Tina,
Drummer, Mary, Orla, and Betty) who provide us
fresh eggs and help with weeding and
compositing. We've also incorporated barrels to
recapture rainfall to help reduce our eco impact.
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12:00 - 12:15

Opening Ceremony. 2112 W. Grace St. oy
Lisa Hish will perform a Gong Ceremony to open the Garden Walk! It is a Taoist ritual for
preparing the Earth for activity and for the Summer Solstice.

1:00-1:30

Parkway Transformations. Leavitt Ave. & Grace Ave.
Come learn about wildflowers and native plants that will thrive with low maintenance
in your parkway. Presented by longtime neighborhood gardener Lisa Hish.

Pets & Plants. Heal Table at Town Square. g
Bringing your dog on the Garden Walk? Pets are welcome! Join the team from Heal
Veterinary Clinic for a fun and informative 10-minute talk about pet-safe gardening. , '\
Learn how to identify common plants that are safe for pets, which ones can be harmful, o &
and what to do if%/our curious companion takes a nibble. We'll share photos of plants to =N
watch out for, offer helpful resources, and test your knowledge with a quick pet-and- o
plant quiz. Stop by, learn something new, and maybe even win a prize! <

= /
N.
1:30-2:00 TN

Going Native. 4108 N Damen Ave.

Join gardeners Ryan and Shane as they share the story of transforming their yard into
a native garden designed to support migrating monarchs and other essential
pollinators. Learn about their journey toward earning certification from the Forest
Preserves of Cook County and recognition as a Monarch Waystation. Enjoy light
refreshments while gaining inspiration for your own pollinator-friendly space.

Garden or Ecosystem Restoration? Berteau & East Bank of River.

Come learn about restoration sites: a special kind of garden. The aim is to re-establish a
historical plant community that has evolved to share space, co-exist, provide blossom
and nectar throughout the year, and grows increasingly diverse and complex. We'll
discuss the rise of FQI (Floristic Quality Index) and the important role valued plant
species play in the ecology.

2:00-3:00

Meet Your Neighborhood Trees. Start at Town Sqaure
Come learn about wildflowers and native plants that will thrive with low maintenance
in your parkway. Presented by longtime neighborhood gardener Lisa Hish.

2:30-3:00

Evolution of Outdoor Garden Space. 1841 W. Cuyler Ave.
Outdoor spaces and gardens constantly evolve. Come learn from Tom Okon how the
garden space on his property has changed over 32 years to meet the needs of the
property occupants.

5:00-5:15

Closing Ceremony. 2112 W. Grace St.
Lisa Hish will perform a Gong Ceremony to close the Garden Walk. It is a Taoist ritual
for preparing the Earth for activity and for the Summer Solstice.
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Ice Bombe
2024 W. Bradley PL.
We are four friends having awesome fun writing tunes and covering a mix of eclectic
songs that we love and focussing on sweet harmonies.

1:00-3:00

The Dockside Duo *
4141 N. Claremont Ave.
Jesse Roe (piano) and Al Trachtenberg (bass) bring together the elegance of the
Great American Songbook and the groove of classic 1960s R&B.
*SoundCloud account needed to listen

2:30-4:00

Beta Dogs
2152 W. Grace Ave.
A Chicago IL based band that plays original roots-rock & roll.

3:00-5:00

Heather Riordan

3856 N. Oakley Ave.
A versatile Chicago-based musician, theater artist, and accordionist, Heather
Riordan plays an eclectic collection of world music and lesser known pop songs
that evokes a French café in an alternate universe.

Jugo de Mango
2037 W. Bradley PL.
A vibrant Latin and Afro-Cuban band based in Chicago, IL. Co-founded by Panamanian
musician Juan Lugo and Armando Perez, the group is celebrated for blending
traditional Latin sounds with acoustic settings and writing/singing heavily in Spanish.

St. Jams
2026 W. Bradley PL.
For over 25 years, St. Jams has been entertaining Chicagoans with guitar-driven
Classic Rock, Country, Country Rock, Blues, Blues Rock, and Country Blues songs.
Follow @stjams on Facebook.

Shannon Richardson Music
4108 N. Damen Ave.

With an eclectic mix of styles including alternative, folk, country, rock n' roll and blues,
local singer-songwriter Shannon Richardson performs a great variety of original songs
and classic covers. Shannon's fingerstyle acoustic guitar combined with his storytelling
style vocal create a relaxing cinematic atmosphere for audiences of all ages.



https://www.ncnaneighbors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/IceBombeChicago/
https://heatherriordan.com/
https://www.instagram.com/jugodemangoband/
https://www.facebook.com/stjams/
https://www.facebook.com/shannonrichardsonmusic/
https://soundcloud.com/jesse-roe/sets/the-garden-wqlk?si=38792b12ff84466da016ace9245f7466&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

TROLLEY STOPS

The trolley makes a continuous loop and the stops are indicated on the map. The
neighborhood is divided into 3 sections so you can choose to spend your whole
day in just one section or hop on the trolley to go explore another section.

The first trolley of the day will leave Bell School at 1:00 PM, and the last trolley
of the day will return there at 4:00 PM. Each loop takes approximately 50
minutes so plan accordingly. Due to traffic and narrow streets we are unable to
provide specific trolley times.

Bell School - 3730 N Oakley Ave.
3759 N Damen Ave.

Town Square - 4057 N Damen Ave.
Ravenswood United Church - 2050 W Pensacola Ave.
4306 N Campbell Ave.

Burning Bush Brewery - 4014 N Rockwell Ave.
2301 W Irving Park Rd.

LEMONADE STANDS
Atticus's Mobile Lemonade Cart
Mobile but starts at 2429 W. Byron Ave.

Made in the Shade Lemonade
1929 W. Berteau Ave.

Xavier's Lemonade
3926 N. Hoyne Ave.

Lomonaco Lemons
2109 W. Grace St.

Daneli & Elise's Lemonade Stand
3656 N. Claremont Ave.

Lemonade, Art, and Music
1918 W. Cuyler Ave.

ncnaneighbors.org ( @ncnachicago
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The North Center Neighborhood Association is a nonprofit organization with a mission to
strengthen and empower our North Center community by facilitating opportunities to help others,
hosting events that unite our neighbors, and supporting causes that preserve and improve our
environment. We are only able to foster a safe and thriving community of neighbors and put on
amazing events like the garden walk with the support of our members, donors and sponsors.

Local businesses can become a sponsor and help us achieve our mission while gaining
visibility for their business throughout the year. All sponsorship details are on our
website https://www.ncnaneighbors.org/sponsorship
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	As we celebrate this milestone year, we've also introduced a new digital Garden Walk Guide. Not only is it a more environmentally friendly option, but it also makes exploring the neighborhood and planning your day easier than ever. In the pages ahead, you'll find detailed garden descriptions, schedules and summaries of garden talks, band bios and performance locations, lemonade stand information, trolley stops, and everything you need to make the most of your Garden Walk experience.

	Make the Most of Your Garden Walk Experience:
	Start your day with a coffee from Ritual (1821 W. Irving Park Rd.) before setting off to explore.
	Hop on and off the trolley to easily visit gardens throughout the neighborhood.
	Plan your route around the garden talks and live music. From gardening inspiration to great local performances, there's something happening all day long.
	Share your favorite moments on social media using #NCNAGardenWalk and help us celebrate 20 years of community, creativity, and beautiful gardens.
	When the final band finishes and the closing gong sounds, the day doesn't have to end! Continue the celebration at one of North Center's fantastic restaurants, breweries, or neighborhood gathering spots.
	We're especially grateful to our 2026 sponsors: Apero, Burning Bush Brewery, and Dovetail Brewery. And if you're still in the mood for live music, stop by Mrs. Murphy & Sons Irish Bistro for an evening of traditional old-time fiddle tunes.

	Thank you for being part of 20 years of gardens, neighbors, and community!
	Click here for a map of all the gardens!
	@ncnachicago
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	3730 N. Oakley Ave.
	Bell School Pollinator Garden The Bell Pollinator habit was planted in the fall of 2019. It has all native plants and first flowers in April with blooms continuing until November. Plants are selected for soil types and availability. This garden won the 2022 Excellence in Gardening Award for schools!

	3614 N. Leavitt St.
	Parkway Paradise An elevated parkway and front yard garden filled with colorful annuals.
	Air Bee-N-Bee A backyard destination designed for pollinators, birds, and other beneficial wildlife. Beneath the shade of two towering mulberry trees, local and migratory birds stop by to enjoy a seasonal feast, while solitary native bees check into our custom insect hotel for safe nesting accommodations. Stroll through garden beds and flowering patches filled with milkweed, bee balm, buddleia, and other pollinator-friendly plants that provide nectar, pollen, and habitat throughout the growing season. Whether you're a bee, butterfly, bird, or garden visitor, the Air Bee-N-Bee offers a welcoming place to rest, refuel, and enjoy the sights.
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	2011 W. Bradley Pl.
	Don & Juli's Garden Our garden is a great outdoor living space, with three patios, a garden shed, and a variety of plantings. A large river birch is the centerpiece, surrounded by hostas and hardy geraniums. The front, west and south sections of the garden receive both sun and shade, while the east section is a shade garden. There are many varieties of hydrangea, including three climbers. We have lilacs and bridal veil for early blooms, as well as some flowering trees--serviceberry, redbud and a pink-blooming locust. A black sourgum attracts cardinals and provides great fall color.

	2018 W. Bradley Pl.
	Urban Oasis Trees have grown so much that this has become a shade garden over the last ten years. Aspens, a large Tri Color Beech, and a limited color palette of pinks, blues and whites highlight this garden.

	2024 W. Bradley Pl.
	Furlong Frolic In partnership with our neighbors to the west, we have a beautiful bed of flowering bushes, including peonies, rose mallow hibiscus, hollyhocks, a smoke bush and a butterfly bush. The flower beds are an ongoing experiment of annuals and perennials; seeds, bulbs and volunteers. You're all welcome to come see how it's turning out!
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	Grace Street Gardens We are neighboring families with a shared side yard, jointly tended by two generations over 20 years. An 80 year old horse chestnut tree provides a cool and shaded backyard of ferns and evergreens. Sitting areas feature fire pits and fountains. Peony and native plant beds line the parkways.
	Grace St. & Leavitt Ave.
	3807 N. Leavitt Ave.
	3838 N. Hamilton Ave.
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	1827 W. Cuyler Ave.
	Cuyler Front Garden Japanese maple, flowers, on a block with Begyle.

	4055 N. Wolcott Ave.
	2133 W. Belle Plaine Ave.
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	2501 W. Pensacola Ave.
	Prairie on Pensacola Our garden features many native, drought tolerant perennials including echinacea, bee balm, coneflowers and milkweed. We are also growing tomatoes, pepper and basil on the south side of the house. Take a moment to relax at the table under our ironwood and redbud trees. You may catch a glimpse of our cat Felix who does his part to keep rabbits out of the garden.
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