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Goals

 Definitions

 Differences

 Why this matters?



Definitions

 We need to be very careful with labels. 

 Liberal Theology is a systematic approach and movement.

 It’s not just a term we use to label someone with whom we disagree. 

 A few examples.



Differences

 Bible

 God

 Jesus

 Miracles

 Salvation

 Morality – especially sexual ethics



Bible

 Liberal Christians don’t view the Bible as inspired or authoritative.

 This is due to an anti-supernaturalism, a misunderstanding of interpretations, 

and embracing critical biblical scholarship.  

 There are good reasons for us to hold that the Bible is indeed inspired and 

authoritative. 



A few important themes to note

 Liberal Christians are more consistent in what they DON’T believe than in 

what they do believe.

 They use familiar Christian terms that may sound similar, but they have a 

different meaning. 

 Contemporary knowledge and understanding is their final source of authority. 



God

 God is present in creation but is not sovereign ruler or moral governor. 

 Two big differences: Creator/creation distinction and the role of natural laws

 They certainly do not believe in the Trinity in any way we would.



Jesus

 They might use terms like “Jesus was divine” and/or “Jesus fully revealed 

God” but they mean something very different.

 They would not say that Jesus was ontologically God.

 The incarnation is a symbol.

 Jesus is different from us only as a matter of degrees not as a different kind.



Miracles

 Liberal Theology is strongly biased towards naturalism.  They embrace a sort 

of deism. 

 They reduce miracles to natural events with causes that are not yet 

understood…

 or they are a symbol. 

 Dismissing supernatural events is like the first domino in a theological chain. 



Salvation

 Remember: They use familiar Christian terms that may sound similar, but they 

have a different meaning. 

 “…a God without wrath brought men without sin into a kingdom without 

judgment through the ministrations of a Christ without a cross.”

–Richard Niebuhr

 Universal salvation



Morality – especially sexual ethics

 Because they embrace modern knowledge and understanding as authoritative, 

their morality flows with the spirit of the age.

 This approach to morality makes it attractive to those who struggle to resist 

the spirit of the age, making it a frequent “gateway” to deconstruction.



Why does this matter?

 Yes, it’s true that Liberal Christian churches are dying.

 But that’s more a reason TO talk about it than not talk about it. These beliefs 

lead to destruction. 

 The thinking is often found under the surface of deconstruction stories. 

 It confuses people because they call themselves Christians and use Christian 

terms. 



One final thought

 If Liberal Christian ideas lead to destruction, what is the solution to avoid the 

danger?

 Is it to forbid change?

 No. Because not only might that be quenching the Spirit, it means better 

alignment with God’s Word is off the table. 

 The solution is to redouble a commitment to the authority of God’s Word, 

rightly understanding it, and then submitting to it. 

 This is what our Statement of Faith calls us to.
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