Legal Analysis: Denial of Evidence-Based Reading Instruction to Dyslexic Students
Can a school district legally deny evidence-based individualized reading instruction to a diagnosed dyslexic student because they claim the student doesn't meet their discrepancy formula they use in the district?

No, this is illegal under federal law. Here's why:
Federal law prohibits this practice:
Under IDEA, schools cannot use a discrepancy model (comparing IQ to achievement) as the sole criterion for determining SLD eligibility. More importantly, once a student is already diagnosed with dyslexia and qualifies for special education, the district must provide services based on the student's individual needs, not based on arbitrary district formulas.
Key legal violations:
IDEA's "child find" obligation - If a student has dyslexia (a specific learning disability in reading), the district must identify and serve them regardless of local formulas.
Individualized services requirement (34 CFR §300.320) - The IEP must be based on the child's unique needs, not district policies or available programs. Denying evidence-based instruction because of a formula violates this core principle.
Failure to provide FAPE - Denying appropriate, evidence-based reading intervention to a student with documented dyslexia likely constitutes a denial of a Free Appropriate Public Education.
Potential Section 504/ADA violation - Dyslexia is a recognized disability. Denying accommodations or services based on arbitrary criteria could violate disability discrimination laws.
What you can do:
Request a due process hearing or file a state complaint citing these violations
Document everything in writing
Reference specific IDEA regulations (particularly 34 CFR §300.8(c)(10) for SLD and §300.320 for individualized services)
Consider requesting an Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE)
Consult with a special education attorney or advocate

The district cannot hide behind local formulas to deny legally required services to a student with a documented disability.
