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WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are blessed to have you
worshipping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further
encourages and strengthens our call to discipleship. If you are a visitor, you are
invited to fill out the neon green Visitor Card and give it to an usher or greeter.
Please come to worship with us again!

Pastor Mary E. Zupansic
Pianist: Hal Osborn Lector: Maralee Moellendorf

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God'’s varied grace. 1 Peter4:10

When was the last time | really thought about and/or prayed about how God wants
me to use my gifts (talents and monetary resources)? It’s okay to say “never” or
“last week” or “just this morning”. If it’s been a while, you are encouraged to take
some time to do so today!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

(pause)

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.



Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you
what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.

'Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand

| have grasped to subdue nations before him and to strip

kings of their robes, to open doors before him—

and the gates shall not be closed:
*I will go before you and level the mountains;

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze

and cut through the bars of iron;
“I'will give you the treasures of darkness

and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may

know thatitis |, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
“For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen,

I call you by your name; | give you a title, though you do not know me.
°lam the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is

no god. | arm you, though you do not know me,



¢ so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
| am the LORD, and there is no other.
“Iform light and create darkness, | make weal and create
woe; | the LORD do all these things.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9

' Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.

>8ing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

“Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.

“For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

° As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
butyou, O LORD, have made the heavens.

®Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.

" Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

® Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

"Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
“We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
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constantly * remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. “ For we know, brothers and
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you
for your sake. ° And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit,  so that you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For the word
of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in
every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak
about it. ? For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and
how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God '’ and to wait for his
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the
coming wrath.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'>*The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. '° So they sent
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you
are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show
deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. '’ Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” ' But Jesus, aware of their
malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? ' Show me the
coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. *° Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this and whose title?” *' They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to
them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things
that are God’s.” ?? When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and
went away.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

Pastor Mary E. Zupansic
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Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938
Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, I. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

Each petition ends with the following response.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those

in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of creation,

All blessings are from you;

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
Make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always. Amen.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, allwho are hungry, come!
Thanks be to God.
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COMMUNION HYMNS: Instrumental Interlude

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

*+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932
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DISMISSAL
Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Scripture readings and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2011 Augsburg
Fortress. Allrights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #42253. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE, License #A-743975. All rights reserved.

PASTORAL CARE
If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary, or if you have a pastoral emergency, please
call Pastor on her cell phone 920-671-4338.

ATTENTION MEMBERS - HOSPITAL VISITATION

If you or someone in your family is admitted to the hospital and would like a pastoral
visit, please let Pastor Mary or the church office know. We want to support you and
give you the spiritual guidance you need while you are hospitalized. If you would like
to have your name included on our Prayer List in the bulletin, please let us know.

GIFTS have been given by

Building Fund: Scott & Deb Kufahlin memory of Karen Otto; Lette Becker in
memory of Karen Otto

Quilters: Bob & Pat Seivertin memory of Karen Otto

Outdoor Flowers: Lowanne Brokaw in memory of Karen Otto

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION NOTE!
Join us for lively discussion around a topic from Wired Word that’s currently in the
news. Grab your treats and come to the Fireside Room at 10:15..or when you can!
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Thursday, Oct. 8: 21
Sunday, Oct. 11: 89

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Sunday, October 11: 14

HEADSTART NEEDS
There are sheets on the table in the Narthex listing some needed items (which can
be brought to church) and some volunteer opportunities! Be sure to take a look.

THE MITTEN TREE

is up to receive your gifts of scarves, mittens and hats for needy children and adults
in the Wausau area. All sizes are needed: children’s and adult men/women. Simply
bring them to the church and hang them on the tree. Donations will be distributed
right after Thanksgiving. Thank you for your gifts of love!

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY REMEMBRANCE

Invitation to submit names for commemoration

As we prepare to observe All Saints Sunday, we invite you to share the names of
loved ones who have passed away and whom you wish to be remembered during
our special service. This is an opportunity for us to honor

and celebrate the lives of those who have inspired us T&” %” ﬁ
and shaped our faith. 1 l |
Please submit the names you would like to include in ﬂl_l_ Sﬂlms SUHDﬂT

our All Saints Sunday remembrance by Tuesday, October 27. Names can be sent to
the church office via email, phone, or dropped off in person. If you have any
questions, feel free to reach out for assistance.

Let us come together in gratitude and remembrance, lifting up those who have gone
before us in prayer and thanksgiving.
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JOINT SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

During this Thanksgiving season, we invite you to gather
as a family of faith to lift our hearts in gratitude. Join us
for a special worship service featuring beautiful music
from our combined church choirs and bell ensembles,
along with a meaningful reminder of God’s abundant
blessings. As part of our celebration, we will collect o N
non-perishable food items for a First Fruits Offering to ?{hfﬁ’f%’%’ﬁ'%{ Eve
benefit Maggie’s Pantry. This joint service with Saint Jorship
Andrew, Good Shepherd, and First English will be held on Tuesday, November
24th at 6:30 PM at First English Lutheran Church. Come with a thankful heart —
and, if you are able, an item for the pantry — as we worship and give thanks
together.

TREASURE SALE NEWS...
We are now accepting items for both our Holiday Sale and the 2027 Treasure Sale.

Our Holiday Treasure Sale will be held on Friday and Saturday,
November 6 and 7 in our Fellowship Hall.
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. both days.
For the 2027 Sale: We accept clean clothes in good condition, housewares,
collectibles, books, DVDs, CDs and more. We will take small appliances in working
condition. We will not accept electronics, mattresses, high chairs and infant car
seats. Your donations can be brought downstairs in the hallway by the Sunday
School rooms. Thank you for your donations!
NOTE: If you would like and be willing to ‘spread the word’ about the Holiday
Sale, there are posters on the narthex table and church office.

AS MIDTERM ELECTIONS
approach there will be lots of efforts to "inform" us about voting. The Churchin
Society Committee recommends a couple of safe and reliable sites for you to get
voter information.
myvote.wi.gov
Brought to you by the State of Wisconsin Elections Commission. Lots of good
voting process information, easily accessible.
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my.lwv.org/wisconsin

The League of Women Voters provides information on candidates and ballot
issues.

VOTE411.org/wisconsin

League of Women Voters also provides information on the voting process, butitis
not as easily searchable as the State of WI site.

LET US REMEMBER IN PRAYER...

John Otto, Lyle Jaegler, Jerry Roemke, Heidi (daughter of Duane & Darlene
Chapman), Linda Kittel, Ron Wiese (friend of the DeW/itt family), Melinda (sister of
Matt Heyne), Diane (Aunt to Angela Greenfield & Jarek Nelson), Tracey (friend of
Sheri Fochs)

Homebound / Assisted Lived: Kathie Peterson (Primrose), Dolores Hintz

(Sylvan Crossings), Sue McKee (Rennes in Weston), Diane Zuelke (Mountain
Terrace), Michelle Detert (Cady Home), lla Barttelt (Rennes in Weston), Gary
Klingbeil (Wood Aven), Dennis & Laurayne Nicoliasen (Rennes in Weston)

Sue Crone; Audrey Fellbaum; Gary Pagel; Jerry Roemke; Delphine Saeger;

Eleanor Thorpe

Daily Prayers Offered for: Bishops Anne Edison-Albright (East Central Synod) and
Yehiel Curry (Presiding Bishop of the ELCA), and all those who work in the East
Central Synod and National ELCA Offices; ShyAnn and Peter Egwalata (in Uganda)

PEEK AT THE WEEK of Oct. 18-25, 2026

Sunday, Oct. 18: 9:00a.m. Worship
10:15a.m. Sunday School
Monday, Oct. 19: 6:00 p.m. Church Council
Tuesday, Oct. 20: 9:00 a.m. Quilting Ministry 11:00 a.m. Book Club

Thursday, Oct. 22: 6:00 p.m. Worship 6:45p.m. Shalom Circle
Friday, Oct. 23: 6:30 p.m. NA Meeting

Sunday, Oct. 25: 9:00 a.m. Reformation Sunday Worship
(The color of the day is RED)
10:15a.m. Sunday School
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