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WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are blessed to have you  
worshipping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further  
encourages and strengthens our call to discipleship. If you are a visitor, you are 
invited to fill out the neon green Visitor Card and give it to an usher or greeter. 
Please come to worship with us again! 
 
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.  A ‘Parents’ Room’ is located off 
the narthex w/ changing table and restroom. Restrooms are in the narthex lounge 
and at the bottom of the east/west stairwells. A Handicapped Accessible restroom 
is available through the double doors on the east side (lectern side) to the front 
of the worship space.  
  
Assistive listening devices are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
Busy Bags—Child Activity Kits for our little disciples are available in the narthex on 
the Busy Bag Trees in the narthex. Each bag contains a coloring book, crayons, story 
book, and quiet games. Please return the bags to the tree after worship. 
  
 
LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
  
Presiding Minister:   Pastor Mary E. Zupansic 
Assisting Minister:   Connie Vaningan 
Pianist:  Hal Osborn 
Lector:   Kalynn Pempek 
Acolyte:   Kaedyn Hadley 
Greeters:  Matt & Dawn Schumitsch 
Ushers:   Scott & Deb Kufahl / Steve Wendorf  
Communion Assistant:   Deb Kufahl 
Communion Set-up:   Deb Kluetz 
Communionware Washers:   Sue & Neil Juedes 
Coffee Hour Treats:   Scott & Deb Kufahl 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all 
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ 
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. 
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the 
cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(pause) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG      All Creatures, Worship God Most High              ELW #835 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE        This is the Feast    ELW P. 149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight 
in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE and BLESSING OF QUILTS AND PERSONAL CARE KITS 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
A reading from Genesis. 
 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the 
wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will 
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly 
to them. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13 

 8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
 9 you will not always accuse us, 
   nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
   nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
   so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
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 12 As far as the east is from the west, 
   so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
   so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 
not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to 
pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or 
fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, 
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to 
God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God. 11 For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        ELW P. 151 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions 
and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
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tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON          Pastor Mary E. Zupansic 

HYMN OF THE DAY            I Come with Joy      ELW #482 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM     ELW P. 227 

Eli Luke Baneck 
Eli is the son of Kyle & Jennifer Baneck and has a big brother Ace. 

His sponsors are Cassandra & Ben Kimes and Brittany & Mitch Giles. 
May God bless Eli’s growing with love and grace. 

 
BAPTISMAL HYMN   Borning Cry      ELW #732 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us. 
 
Each petition ends with the following response. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you 
and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY          ELW P. 153 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION SONG  Lamb of God     ELW P. 154 

COMMUNION HYMNS        Christ, Be Our Light    ELW #715 
    You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  ELW #484 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG       God’s Work, Our Hands                                     ACS #1000 
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DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Scripture readings and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2011 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #42253. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-743975. All rights reserved.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary, or if you have a pastoral emergency, please 
call Pastor on her cell phone 920-671-4338. 
 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
Sunday, Sept. 6:   73         
Thursday, Sept. 10:   19 
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS – HOSPITAL VISITATION 
If you or someone in your family is admitted to the hospital and would like a pastoral 
visit, please let Pastor Mary or the church office know. We want to support you and 
give you the spiritual guidance you need while you are hospitalized. If you would like 
to have your name included on our Prayer List in the bulletin, please let us know.  
 
CARDS OF THE WEEK 
Joan and Mike Alters on the passing of Joan’s sister, Bernice Schuster 
Karen & John Otto on the passing of Karen’s sister, Kay Krejci 
 

TODAY marks the kick-off for our Sunday School and Confirmation 
Classes. 
All classes run from 10:15-11:15 a.m.  We are very pleased with our 
educational staff. Parents and grandparents, please feel welcome to 
stop in and visit your child’s class. Check with your child’s teacher if 
they could use some help with projects, snacks, etc. 

Confirmation Students and Parents are required to attend an orientation with 
Pastor Mary in the Youth Room.  
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COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 
This morning:  Andrea Velasquez will tell us all about Headstart. You’ve supported 
it; now learn more about the good work they are doing!  
Next Sunday, Sept. 20: ShyAnn Egwalata will fill us in on what’s happening in 
Uganda.  
After worship grab a cup of coffee or juice and a treat and join us in the Fireside 
Room for these very interesting topics! 
 
APPRECIATION DINNER 
There will be an Appreciation Dinner for all Fair Stand 
AND Treasure Sale workers and their family this 
Wednesday, September 16, 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
If you helped at either of these events, please come and 
enjoy a delicious meal and fellowship! 
 
CHARITY CIRCLE 
will meet tomorrow, Sept. 14, 10:00 a.m. in the Bethany Room. 
 
SHALOM CIRCLE will meet on Thursday, September 17, at 6:45 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room. 
We will begin a three-month Bible study from the Fall issue of Gather Magazine, 
titled "Bold Faith on an Unexpected Journey." 
If you do not subscribe to Gather Magazine, print copies of the study will be 
provided (reprint permission has been arranged). Please bring your Bible. 
We look forward to welcoming back our returning members. If you are not currently 
a member but are interested in learning more about Shalom Circle, you are warmly 
invited to join us.  
 
ENVELOPE PACKETS containing the ‘special’ envelopes 
for Sept. and Oct. are in the narthex and church office.  In the packets are Food 
Pantry, Building Fund and ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response. 
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HEADSTART UPDATE 
First English members can always be counted on to go above and beyond!  Parish 
Ed Committee and the Sunday School students had the idea of gathering school 
supplies.  Church in Society wanted to welcome Headstart to the 
neighborhood.  You have seen the huge amount of school supplies donated, most 
of which have gone to Headstart. . .the remainder by the altar will be distributed to 
schools for older kids by our students. Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone 
who donated so generously. 
We asked for cookies and juice or for money to buy those supplies.  More than 
enough cookies were donated.  Extra bottles of juice will be served for Headstart 
breakfast and snacks this week. And we didn't need to use the money for more 
food, so Headstart will receive a check for $225 to meet other needs.  Thank you so 
very much for bakers, shoppers, transporters and donors! 
There may be other ways to connect with Headstart this year.  They always welcome 
volunteers.  There is one opportunity starting in October.  Books are given to the 
children each month.  Each of the classes has a volunteer reader come to read the 
story to the children, distribute the books and perhaps help with a craft project.  The 
total commitment is about 1 1/2 hours per month. One more volunteer is needed at 
Grant this year.  If you love reading to 3-5 year olds, this might be for you.  Contact 
Lynne or Dina Santangelo for more information. 
 
LET US REMEMBER IN PRAYER… 
John & Karen Otto, Lyle Jaegler, Jerry Roemke, Linda Kittel, Ron Wiese (friend of the 
DeWitt family), Melinda (sister of Matt Heyne), Diane (Aunt to Angela Greenfield & 
Jarek Nelson), Janet Alters (family member of Mike & Joan, Jack & Kim, Erin, Spencer 
and Ella), Tracey (friend of Sheri Fochs) 
 
Joan & Mike Alters on the recent passing of Joan’s sister Bernice Schuster, and for 
Joan’s brother-in-law, Tim.  
Karen & John Otto on the passing of Karen’s sister, Kay Krejci, on August 28. 
May God grant these two families comfort and peace in the days ahead. 
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Homebound / Assisted Lived:  Kathie Peterson (Primrose), Dolores Hintz  
(Sylvan Crossings), Sue McKee (Rennes in Weston), Diane Zuelke (Mountain 
Terrace), Michelle Detert (Cady Home), Ila Barttelt (Rennes in Weston), Gary 
Klingbeil (Wood Aven), Dennis & Laurayne Nicoliasen (Rennes in Weston) 
Sue Crone 
Audrey Fellbaum 
Gary Pagel 
Delphine Saeger 
Eleanor Thorpe  
 
Daily Prayers Offered for: Bishops Anne Edison-Albright (East Central Synod) and 
Yehiel Curry (Presiding Bishop of the ELCA), and all those who work in the East 
Central Synod and National ELCA Offices; ShyAnn and Peter Egwalata (in Uganda) 
 
PEEK AT THE WEEK of Sept. 13-20, 2026 

Sunday, Sept. 13:                9:00 a.m.      Worship     
                                                    10:15 a.m.      Sunday School 
           10:15 a.m.     Coffee and Conversation  

Monday, Sept. 14:         10:00 a.m.      Charity Circle 

Tuesday, Sept. 15:            9:00 a.m.     Quilting Ministry 

Wednesday, Sept. 16:       5:30 p.m.     Appreciation Dinner 

Thursday, Sept. 17:             6:00 p.m.     Worship 
              6:45 p.m.     Shalom Circle 

Friday, Sept. 18:            6:30 p.m.      NA Meeting 

Sunday, Sept. 20:                9:00 a.m.      Worship     
                                                    10:15 a.m.      Sunday School 
           10:15 a.m.     Coffee and Conversation  
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 

Holy Cross Day 
Monday, September 14, 2026 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what 
may be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and 
the dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord's victory on 
the cross. 
 
Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He 
insisted on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also 
provided medical care during a severe epidemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


