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WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are blessed to have you  
worshipping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further  
encourages and strengthens our call to discipleship. If you are a visitor, you are 
invited to fill out the neon green Visitor Card and give it to an usher or greeter. 
Please come to worship with us again! 
 
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.  A ‘Parents’ Room’ is located off 
the narthex w/ changing table and restroom. Restrooms are in the narthex lounge 
and at the bottom of the east/west stairwells. A Handicapped Accessible restroom 
is available through the double doors on the east side (lectern side) to the front 
of the worship space.  
  
Assistive listening devices are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
Busy Bags—Child Activity Kits for our little disciples are available in the narthex on 
the Busy Bag Trees in the narthex. Each bag contains a coloring book, crayons, story 
book, and quiet games. Please return the bags to the tree after worship. 
  
LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
  
Presiding Minister:   Pastor Mary E. Zupansic 
Assisting Minister:   Pat Seivert 
Organist: Daniel Larson 
Musicians:  Lisa Janis - French Horn; Vince Lopez – Trumpet; Scott Mijal - Trumpet 
Lector:   Lynne Santangelo 
Acolyte:   Annabelle Oestreich 
Greeters:  Lonnie & LeAnn Lewis 
Ushers:   Scott & Deb Kufahl / Steve Wendorf 
Communion Assistant:   Dawn Kramer 
Communion Set-up:   Deb Kluetz 
Communionware Washers:    Neil & Sue Juedes 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed 
in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the 
good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another as  

good stewards of God’s varied grace.    1 Peter 4:10 
 

I offer this Estimate of Giving to God as a way of sharing the gifts that 
God has given to me. 

 
Holy and generous God, receive these Estimate of Giving cards as signs of our 

gratitude and trust. Bless the commitments we make and guide us to use our gifts 
joyfully and faithfully for Your work in this church, our community, and the world.  

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
(pause) 
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Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG        A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   ELW #504 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE          This is the Feast    ELW P. 187 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 
in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast 
in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach 
one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from 
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the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and 
remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 46 

 1 God is our refuge and strength, 
   a very present help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
   and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3 though its waters rage and foam, 
   and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
   the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
   God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
   God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
   what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
   who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the  
 shields with fire. 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
   I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
A reading from Romans. 
 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and 
is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the 
faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his 
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith 
of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That 
of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified 
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  ELW #512 
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GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 
has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON       Pastor Mary E. Zupansic 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in your Word  ELW #517 
 

 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world. 
 
Each petition ends with the following response. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
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OFFERING SONG  We Give Thee but Thine Own  ELW #686 

 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY         ELW P. 190 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION SONG            Lamb of God     ELW P. 191 
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COMMUNION HYMN        God Alone Be Praised       ACS #1023 
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COMMUNION HYMN  Break Now the Bread of Life      ELW #515 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus.  
Amen. 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit.  
Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless  
you now and forever.  
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG               Rise, Shine, You People!      ELW #665 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Scripture readings and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2011 Augsburg 
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Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #42253. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-743975. All rights reserved.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary, or if you have a pastoral emergency, please 
call Pastor on her cell phone 920-671-4338. 
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS – HOSPITAL VISITATION 
If you or someone in your family is admitted to the hospital and would like a pastoral 
visit, please let Pastor Mary or the church office know. We want to support you and 
give you the spiritual guidance you need while you are hospitalized. If you would like 
to have your name included on our Prayer List in the bulletin, please let us know.  
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you for the cards, notes, hugs and compassionate words on the loss of our 
three family members in September: Bernice Schuster, Nancy Matis, and Janet 
Alters. They were all such special ladies. God’s blessings to you all. 
Mike & Joan Alters, Erin, Spencer and Ella Radke;  
John & Kim Alters & family 
 
GIFTS have been given by 
 Building Fund:  Mike & Joan Alters in memory of Bernice Schuster, Nancy 
Matis, Janet Alters and Karen Otto; Gary Treu in memory of Karen Otto 
 
COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 
Help us welcome Ron Alexander who will bring us up to date on NAOMI, one of the 
local ministries we have supported for many years.  One current project is the Safe 
Passage program for making sure immigrants are able to get to appointments in 
Milwaukee.  Grab a beverage and meet in the Fireside room at 10:15 today. 
 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
Sunday, Oct. 18:  67   YouTube Views:  47       Thursday, Oct. 22:  21 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
Sunday, October 18:  3 
 
STEWARDSHIP  
In addition to the packets you've received by mail, this year we 
have an additional opportunity for you to submit your Time & Talent 
forms.  When you scan this code, it will take you to an electronic 
version of the Time & Talent forms.  You only need to submit the 
information once.  You can either fill in the paper version and bring 
it to church OR you can use this code to complete them online.  No 
matter which way you complete the forms, you only do it one time.  Online 
submissions will be shared with the Stewardship Committee.  This code will appear 
in the weekly bulletin, in the Realm Connect app, and on our website.  You can 
choose whichever way you would like to complete this year’s Time & Talent packet.  
 
TODAY IS STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
To those who have returned your 2027 Stewardship materials, whether through the 
mail, bringing them to the church or completing them on Realm, THANK YOU! 
It’s not too late to turn in your materials. Bring /mail them to the church or you can 
submit them via Realm. If you complete them on Realm you do not need to submit a 
paper copy.  
Again, THANK YOU for your commitments of time, talent and treasure to our 
congregation for the coming year! 
 
AFTER WORSHIP COFFEE HOURS… 
A reminder that if you enjoy having treats, please consider signing up to bring one 
occasionally. Don’t be intimidated because people who like to bake sometimes go 
overboard! Store-bought treats and a bottle of juice or a pitcher of lemonade are 
great! There is always help available for setting up and making tea and coffee. 
 
THE MITTEN TREE 
is up to receive your gifts of scarves, mittens and hats for needy children and adults 
in the Wausau area. All sizes are needed: children’s and adult men/women. Simply 
bring them to the church and hang them on the tree. Donations will be distributed 
right after Thanksgiving. Thank you for your gifts of love! 
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HEADSTART NEEDS 
There are sheets on the table in the Narthex listing some needed items (which can 
be brought to church) and some volunteer opportunities!  Be sure to take a look. 
 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY REMEMBRANCE 
Invitation to submit names for commemoration 
As we prepare to observe All Saints Sunday, we invite 
you to share the names of loved ones who have passed 
away and whom you wish to be remembered during our special service. This is an 
opportunity for us to honor and celebrate the lives of those who have inspired us 
and shaped our faith. Please submit the names you would like to include in our All 
Saints Sunday remembrance by Tuesday, October 27. Names can be sent to the 
church office via email, phone, or dropped off in person. If you have any questions, 
feel free to reach out for assistance. Let us come together in gratitude and 
remembrance, lifting up those who have gone before us in prayer and thanksgiving. 
 
JOINT SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING 
Join us for a special worship service featuring 
beautiful music from our combined church choirs and 
bell ensembles, along with a meaningful reminder of 
God’s abundant blessings. We will collect non-
perishable food items to benefit Maggie’s Pantry. This joint service with Saint 
Andrew, Good Shepherd, and First English will be held on Tuesday, November 
24th at 6:30 PM at First English Lutheran Church.  
We need some worship volunteers for the service. Check out the signup sheet on 
the narthex table. A time for fellowship will follow the service. If you would like to 
donate bars or cookies, there is a sign-up sheet on the narthex table.  
 
TREASURE SALE NEWS… 
We are excited to collect treasures for our Holiday Sale and our summer sale in 
2027.  We are accepting items for both our Holiday Sale and the 2027 Treasure Sale. 

Our Holiday Treasure Sale will be held on Friday and Saturday,  
November 6 and 7 in our Fellowship Hall. 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. both days. 
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For the 2027 Sale:  We accept clean clothes in good condition, housewares, 
collectibles, books, DVDs, CDs and more. We will take small appliances in working 
condition. We will not accept electronics, mattresses, high chairs and infant car 
seats. Your donations can be brought downstairs in the hallway by the Sunday 
School rooms. Thank you for your donations! 
NOTE: If you would like and be willing to ‘spread the word’ about the Holiday 
Sale, there are posters on the narthex table and church office. 
 
2027 ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 
Great news! We already have 8 youth signed up to go to Minneapolis next summer 
for the gathering. Youth currently in grades 8 - 12 can attend this event. The theme 
is "Imagine More". The gathering will be from Sunday, June 27 - Friday, July 2, 2027. 
Early registration closes November 11, so we'd like to have everyone registered by 
then if possible. Please reach out to Amy Abitz for more details. 715-409-3728 
alabitz@yahoo.com 

 
KIDS IN MISSION 
October 25th through November 15th – we will be collecting items for our members 
in assisted living facilities or who are homebound. We will be putting together 
small gift backets for each person with the goal of a personal delivery by one of our 
Sunday School/Confirmation students and their families.  
Here are some ideas: 

✓ Socks 
✓ Puzzles, puzzle books, card games 
✓ Individually wrapped snacks – crackers, cookies and chips 
✓ Candy bars and candy 
✓ Cards/stamps/pen 
✓ Shampoo, lotions, soaps, lip balm 
✓ Small blanket 
✓ Tea, cocoa, cider 
✓ Book of devotions 

Thank you from the FELC Education Team! There is a box in the narthex.  
 
 

mailto:alabitz@yahoo.com
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AS MIDTERM ELECTIONS  
approach there will be lots of efforts to "inform" us about voting.  The Church in 
Society Committee recommends a couple of safe and reliable sites for you to get 
voter information.  
myvote.wi.gov  
Brought to you by the State of Wisconsin Elections Commission.  Lots of good 
voting process information, easily accessible. 
my.lwv.org/wisconsin 
The League of Women Voters provides information on candidates/ballot issues. 
VOTE411.org/wisconsin  
League of Women Voters also provides information on the voting process, but it is 
not as easily searchable as the State of WI site. 
 
LET US REMEMBER IN PRAYER… 
John Otto, Lyle Jaegler, Jerry Roemke, Heidi (daughter of Duane & Darlene 
Chapman), Linda Kittel, Ron Wiese (friend of the DeWitt family), Melinda (sister of 
Matt Heyne), Diane (Aunt to Angela Greenfield & Jarek Nelson), Tracey (friend of 
Sheri Fochs) 
Homebound / Assisted Lived:  Kathie Peterson (Primrose), Dolores Hintz  
(Sylvan Crossings), Sue McKee (Rennes in Weston), Diane Zuelke (Mountain 
Terrace), Michelle Detert (Cady Home), Ila Barttelt (Rennes in Weston), Gary 
Klingbeil (Wood Aven), Dennis & Laurayne Nicoliasen (Rennes in Weston) 
Sue Crone, Audrey Fellbaum, Gary Pagel, Jerry Roemke, Delphine Saeger,  
Eleanor Thorpe  
Daily Prayers Offered for: Bishops Anne Edison-Albright (East Central Synod) and 
Yehiel Curry (Presiding Bishop of the ELCA), and all those who work in the East 
Central Synod and National ELCA Offices; ShyAnn and Peter Egwalata (in Uganda) 
 
PEEK AT THE WEEK of Oct. 25-Nov. 1, 2026 
Sunday, Oct. 25:                9:00 a.m.      Worship    10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
Tuesday, Oct. 27:         9:00 a.m.      Quilting Ministry    
Thursday, Oct. 29:            6:00 p.m.      Worship        
Friday, Oct. 30:         6:30 p.m.      NA Meeting 
Sunday, Nov. 1:                  9:00 a.m.      All Saints Worship   
         10:15 a.m.      Sunday School 

http://myvote.wi.gov/
http://my.lwv.org/wisconsin
https://www.vote411.org/

