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The Lantern – November 2026 
First English Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 

 

 

 
                          “Sharing the Light of Christ”                     

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
  God’s work. Our hands. 

 
STAFF AND CHURCH COUNCIL 

Pastor: Reverend Mary E. Zupansic 
pastor@firstenglishlutheranwausau.org  

Parish Administrator:  Debra Kluetz 
parishadmin@firstenglishlutheranwausau.org 

 
Minister of Music:  Daniel Larson 

Pianist:  Hal Osborn 
Custodians: Shawn & Jenny Blaschka 

Sunday School Superintendent: VerJean Detert 
* * * * * * * 

 
 

 
 
Officers: 
President:  Mike Vaningan 
President-Elect:  Sharon Hunter 
Past President:  Cindy Hermel 
Treasurer:  Marla Zumann 
Recording Secretary:  Sheri Fochs 
 
Council Members:     
Jenny Blaschka  Paula Lorbiecki  
Angela Greenfield  Liz Oestreich   
Neil Juedes   Kalynn Pempek 
Michael Klapperich  Dina Santangelo 
Jim Kraft   Nicholas Schumacher 
 
Your comments, questions and concerns are 

important to us. Feel free to talk to any 
member of our staff or Church Council. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
The author of the Book of 
Ecclesiastes writes, “For 
everything there is a 
season, and a time for 
every matter under 
heaven…” 
(Ecc.3:1).  Well, here we 
are entering into a 
season!  Or perhaps I 
should say that we are entering into a season of 
seasons!  Autumn has finally arrived and the 
leaves have been falling.  As I write this it is 
blustery and windy outside, a sneak preview of 
what is to come! Halloween will arrive in a few 
days with it its goblins and ghouls, and carved 
pumpkins.  On November 1st we will remember 
the saints who’ve gone before us.  Then on 
November 3rd, if we haven’t already done so, we 
will make our way to a polling place and carry 
out our spiritual and civic duty by voting. Later in 
November we’ll welcome Saint Andrew’s and 
Good Shepherd to First English as we give thanks 
for God’s bounteous blessings.  Christ the King 
Sunday will prepare us to begin the season of 
Advent with its blue paraments that remind us of 
our waiting for the arrival of Immanuel – God with 
us.  The days will be packed with holiday 
shopping and baking, card writing and visiting, 
all the favorite family traditions, and all the usual 
stress and expectations. 
 
Amid so many activities and demands on our 
time, perhaps we might consider another 
season.  It need not be a long season; in fact, it 
can be as brief as you like.  The season I am 
suggesting is a season of quiet prayer and 
meditation each day. A time to pause and 
consider… how it is with your soul?  What are the 
joys and struggles that you live with daily, in this 
season of seasons? Where is God as you rush 
from one event to the next?  How might you 
carve out some time to tend to your soul?  How 
might you honor the reason for the season?! 
 
     (continued) 
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I know what you are likely thinking – “Pastor, I’m 
just too busy, especially now that you’ve 
reminded me of how busy these next couple of 
months are going to be.  I don’t have time for 
prayer and meditation.”  My answer, dear friend, 
is to echo the author of Ecclesiastes, “For 
everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven.”   
 
May the season(s) ahead be a blessing and a joy! 
Pastor Mary 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November Worship Schedule 

Sunday, November 1:   All Saints Sunday 
Worship at 9:00 a.m.  

 
Sunday, November 8:    Pentecost 24 

Worship at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, November 15:   Pentecost 25 
Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Sunday, November 22:  Pentecost 26 

Worship at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, November 29:  First Sunday of Advent 
 

Thursday Worship 
November 5, 12, 19  –  6:00 p.m. 

in the sanctuary 

NOTE: There will be no worship on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 26. 

 
_____________________________________________ 
 
FYI members, 
Pastor Mary will be out of the office Nov. 3-10. 

 
 
During this Thanksgiving season, we invite you to 
gather as a family of faith to lift our hearts in 
gratitude. Join us for a special worship service 
featuring beautiful music from our combined 
church choirs and bell ensembles, along with a 
meaningful reminder of God’s abundant 
blessings. As part of our celebration, we will 
collect non-perishable food items for a First 
Fruits Offering to benefit Maggie’s Pantry. This 
joint service with Saint Andrew, Good 
Shepherd, and First English will be held 
on Tuesday, November 24th at 6:30 PM at First 
English Lutheran Church. Come with a thankful 
heart — and, if you are able, an item for the 
pantry — as we worship and give thanks 
together. 
We are in need of some worship helpers for the 
service. There is a sign-up sheet on the narthex 
table. 
A time of fellowship will following the service. If 
you would like to bring bars or cookies, there is a 
sign-up sheet in the narthex for that as well. 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Church Office Hours… 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The office 
is closed for lunch: Noon – 1:00 
p.m.) 

 

Deadlines: 
Bulletin: Wednesday afternoon 

Lantern:  20th of each month 
_____________________________________________ 
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A PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the 
darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for 
Christmas.  
We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces 
to hear your voice each day.  
We who are anxious over many things look 
forward to your coming among us.  
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the 
complete joy of your kingdom.  
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your 
presence.  
We are your 
people, 
walking in 
darkness, yet seeking the light. 
To you we say, 
‘Come Lord Jesus!’ Amen. 

   -- Henri J.M. Nouwen 
 

The First Sunday of Advent is  
November 29.  

 
 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS DEVOTION BOOKS 
will be available in the narthex and church office. 
Comfort and Joy – Devotions for Advent & 
Christmas provides daily devotions for the first 
Sunday of Advent (Nov. 
29) through Epiphany 
(Jan. 6), 2027.  
Jesus comes to us at 
Christmas – and in 
each day – and he will come again. May his 
presence and promise send us out to share the 
good news, bringing comfort and joy to all the 
world! 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 
-- “God rest ye merry, gentlemen” 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYING BEFORE AND AFTER VOTING 
 
BEFORE:  
Pray for wisdom, love of neighbor and the 
common good, asking the Holy Spirit to guide 
your discernment and to protect those who 
administer elections.  
 Sample Prayer: Everlasting God, source 
of all wisdom, as I prepare to cast my ballot, 
guide my mind and heart by your Spirit. Help me 
to consider the needs of my neighbors, 
especially those who are most vulnerable, and 
to seek the common good with humility and love, 
following the way of Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
AFTER:  
Pray with gratitude for the privilege of 
participating, for patience as every vote is 
counted, and for those elected and not elected, 
that our nation may “grow toward peace among 
ourselves and be a blessing to other nations of 
the earth”. 
 Sample Prayer: O God, I thank you for the 
opportunity to participate in this election. I 
entrust the results, the candidates, the poll 
workers and all who are affected to your care; 
calm division, protect those who serve, and use 
my small act of voting as one piece of your work 
for justice, mercy and peace in our community, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
*The above resource is from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

“Give thanks for unknown blessings already on 
their way.”  -- Native American Saying 
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Parish Records…October 2026 

Funeral:  “…in the sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection 
to eternal life through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we commend to 
almighty God…” 
 
      - October 10:  Karen Otto 
____________________________________________ 
 
First English Mission 
Statement 

Grow in faith,  
serve our neighbors,  

   and support one another. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

To all members who serve on a committee: 
Our next committee night will be Tuesday, Nov. 
3, 6:30 p.m.  We gather in Fellowship Hall and 
then proceed to our respective committees. 
_____________________________________________ 
 
THE MITTEN TREE 
is up in the narthex to receive your gifts of 
scarves, mittens and hats for 
needy children and adults  
in the Wausau area. Whether 
you knit, crochet, or simply 
purchase them, your gifts will 
bring warmth to someone who 
needs it this winter. All sizes are needed: 
children’s and adult men/women. Simply bring 
them to the church and hang them on the tree. 
Donations will be distributed right after 
Thanksgiving. Thank you for your gifts! 
_____________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
on Sunday, November 1. 
Remember to set your 
clocks BACK one hour 
on Saturday, night, 
October 31. Otherwise 
you’ll arrive for 
worship an hour early! 
Enjoy that extra hour of sleep! 
_____________________________________________ 
 
TREASURE SALE NEWS… 
We are excited to collect 
treasures for our Holiday 
Sale and our summer sale 
in 2027.  We are accepting 
items for both our Holiday 
Sale and the 2027 
Treasure Sale. 

 
Our Holiday Treasure Sale will be held on 

Friday and Saturday,  
November 6 and 7 in our Fellowship Hall     

9am – 3pm, both days 
 

 
For the 2027 Sale: we accept clean clothes in 
good condition, housewares, collectibles, 
books, DVDs, CDs and more. We will take small 
appliances in working condition. 
We will not accept electronics, mattresses, high 
chairs and infant car seats. 
Your donations can be brought downstairs in the 
hallway by the Sunday School rooms. 
 
Thank you for your donations! 

A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for helpers 
who will be available to help with the sale. 

Nov. 4 & 5 for filling the tables and 
decorating the trees. 

During the sale: Greeters for a 2-hr. shift. 
Floor walkers to help shoppers and keep 

tables organized. 
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CEDAR STREET PARKING 
This is our annual reminder 
that beginning on Sunday, Nov. 
1, there will be no parking on 
the entire north side of Cedar 
Street. This is a City of Wausau 
ordinance. 
This will run through April 1, 
2027. For our Tuesday morning 

activities, the door on the north side of the 
building by the car port will be open from 8:00 
a.m. – Noon. 
___________________________________________ 
 

AFTER WORSHIP COFFEE 
HOURS… 
The new sign-up sheet is in 
the narthex if you would like 
to provide after-worship 
treats on Sundays. There are 

empty spots  
We extend our worship experience by staying 
after worship to share some fellowship with 
each other, especially with a treat! You don’t 
have to provide fancy treats are just fine, and 
there is always someone around to help with 
making coffee! Thanks! 
_____________________________________________ 
 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
All women of FE are 
invited to come and join in 
fellowship and study at 
one of our circles. 
Charity Circle:  Monday, November 9 
10:00 a.m.  

Shalom Circle:  Thursday, November 19, 
6:45 p.m.   
                                               

All women who would enjoy a monthly 
opportunity for Bible Study and fellowship are 

warmly welcome to join us! 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Those who give electronically by ACH, the 
packets containing only the “special” 
envelopes for November and 
December are in the narthex 
and church office.  
Included in the packets are: 
- Food Pantry 
- Building ImprovementsFund 
- ELCA Lutheran Disaster 
Response 
- Thanksgiving 
- Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
HONORING FAITHFUL SERVICE 
 
Each year on Veterans Day (Nov. 11), we pause 
to give thanks for the men and women who have 
served our country with courage, sacrifice and 
devotion. Their willingness to defend freedom 
reminds us that service often comes with great 
cost. 
As Christians, we are called to honor those who 
serve and to pray for veterans, active-duty 
military members and their families. We also 
remember that true peace comes from God, who 
is our refuge and strength. 
May this day lead us to gratitude, prayer and 
renewed commitment to serve others with 
humility, courage and love. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

The Will of God never takes you to 
where 

The Grace of God will not protect you. 
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FELC CANCELLATION 
POLICY 
It’s that time of year again, 
but not too early for a 
reminder.  
If cancellation of FE worship 
services is necessary 
because of inclement 
weather, please check the 
following sources for notice 
of the closing. 
WAOW Channel 9 
First English Lutheran Facebook Page 
First English Lutheran Congregation Email 
Every effort will be made to communicate 
worship service cancellation to you by the above 
listed communication tools. In case something 
prevents these tools from reaching and there are 
poor weather conditions, please prioritize your 
safety and stay home. 
If the Wausau Schools cancels close due to poor 
conditions, our  church office will also be closed 
and scheduled events cancelled. 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Let Us Remember… 
those in our congregation who are confined to 
their homes or are in nursing home or assisted 
living facilities due to illness, rehab/therapy, or 
are just unable to attend worship or fellowship 
activities.  They would love and appreciate  
hearing from their church family with a card, 
visit, note or phone call.  
 
Cady Home 
1805 N. 6th Ave., Wausau WI  54401 
               - Michelle Detert  Room 4 

Mountain Terrace Senior Living 
3402 Terrace Ct. Wausau WI 54401 
               - Diane Zuelke  Room 133 
 
Primrose Retirement Community 
2100 Townline Rd.  Wausau WI   54403 
               - Kathie Peterson  Room 228 
 
 

Rennes Health and Rehab 
4602 Barbican Ave.  Weston, WI  54476 
 - Sue McKee   #235 
 - Dennis & Laurayne Nicoliasen  #121 
 
Rennes Health and Rehab  
4810 Barbican Ave., Weston, WI   54476 
 - Ila Barttelt    Room 409-1 
 
Sylvan Crossings on Evergreen  
1605 Evergreen Rd., Wausau WI  54403  
 - Dolores Hintz  Room 13 
 
Wood Aven Living Community 
1821 N.4th Ave.    Wausau  54401 
              - Gary Klingbeil   Room 110 
 
AT HOME… 

- Sue Crone     2901 N. 7TH St. Apt. W-308 
 Wausau, WI  54403    715-581-8592 
 
- Audrey Fellbaum   1204 Spruce St. 
         Wausau, WI  54401   715-845-9552 
 
- John Otto   6401 Teagan Lane 
         Weston   54476    715-241-6369 
- Gary Pagel      1508 Merrill Ave.  #405 
          Wausau   54401   715-842-9784 
 
- Jerry Roemke  231702 Summer Wheat Rd. 
                       Wausau   54403  715-842-4625 
 
- Delphine Saeger   151700 Fern Ln.  
         Wausau 54401    715-298-3210 
 
- Eleanor Thorpe     2901 N. 7th St. Apt. W102 
         Wausau   54403    715-298-1865 
_____________________________________________ 
 

Worship Assistants - 
Ushers 

Communion Set-up and 
Assistants - 

Communionware Washers 
Greeters  -  Lectors – Acolytes 
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TO THOSE WHO ASSIST IN WORSHIP 
FYI...this note is just to let you know Sharon 
Hunter is scheduling the weekly Thursday and 
Sunday worship service volunteers. If you cannot 
serve when you are scheduled, please find  
someone to take your place and let Sharon know 
so the correct name is reflected in the bulletin.                                                     
We truly appreciate everyone who helps to make 
our worship service meaningful. Reach Sharon 
at shunteratdpi@msn.com or 715 212 1672. 

 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 

November 1:  Kalynn Pempek 
November 8:  Connie Vaningan 
November 15: Lynne Santangelo 
November 22: Pat Seivert 
November 29: Kalynn Pempek 
 
December 6:  Matt Schumitsch 
December 13: Lynne Santangelo 
December 20: Pat Seivert 
December 27: Connie Vaningan 
 
ACOLYTES: 

November 1:  Kynslei Koehler-Dahlquist  
November 8:  Kaedyn Hadley 
November 15: Brooklynn Detert 
November 22: Annabelle Oestreich 
November 29: Kynslei Koehler-Dahlquist 
 
December 6:  Kaedyn Hadley 
December 13: Brooklynn Detert 
December 20: Annabelle Oestreich 
December 27: Kynslei Koehler-Dahlquist 
 
LECTORS: 

November 1:  Sue Juedes 
November 8:  Pat Seivert 
November 15: Connie Vaningan 
November 22: Lette Becker 
November 29: Sheri Fochs 
 
December 6:  Sue Juedes 
December 13: Kalynn Pempek 
December 20: Lynne Santangelo 

December 27: Pat Seivert 
_____________________________________________ 
 
LECTORS: (Thursday Evening Worship)  
 
November   5:  Marla Zumann 
November 12: Cheri Breneman 
November 19: Maralee Moellendorf 
November 26: Thanksgiving 
   No Thursday Night Worship 
 
December 3:  Marla Zumann 
December 10: Cheri Breneman 
December 17: Bobbie Levine 
December 24:  TBA 
December 31:  TBA 
 
GREETERS: 
 
November 1:  Ben & Mia Lodahl 
November 8:  Erin Radke / Spencer Radke 
November 15: Lynne Santangelo and 
     Lois Stasko 
November 22: Gene & Lynn Schulz 
November 29: Matt & Dawn Schumitsch 
 
December 6:  Amy Abitz / Eli Akey 
December 13: Shawn & Jenny Blaschka 
December 20: VerJean Detert/Linda Kittel 
December 27: Dilynn Koehler/Deb Kufahl 
 
 
COMMUNION SET-UP: 
 
November 1:  VerJean Detert 
November 8:  Deb Kluetz 
November 15: VerJean Detert 
November 22: Deb Kluetz 
November 29: VerJean Detert 
 
December 6:  Dawn Kramer 
December 13: Deb Kluetz 
December 20: VerJean Detert 
December 27: Deb Kluetz 
 
 
 

mailto:shunteratdpi@msn.com
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COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: 
 
November 1:  Deb Kufahl 
November 8:  Sharon Hunter 
November 15: Scott Kufahl 
November 22: Lynn Schulz 
November 29: Emma Schumitsch 
 
December 6:  Connie Vaningan 
December 13: Sue Wolf 
December 20: Lette Becker 
December 27: Jenny Blaschka 
 
COMMUNIONWARE WASHERS: 
 
November 1:  Bob & Pat Seivert 
November 8:  Lynne Santangelo 
November 15: Lonnie & LeAnn Lewis 
November 22: Neil & Sue Juedes 
November 29: Bob & Pat Seivert 
 
December 6:  Lynne Santangelo  
December 13: Lonnie & LeAnn Lewis 
December 20: Neil & Sue Juedes 
December 27: Bob & Pat Seivert 
 
USHERS: 
 
Nov. 1:        Earl Zabel/Duane Chapman/Bob Lampe 
Nov. 8:        Sue & Neil Juedes/Jenny Blaschka  
Nov. 15:        Gene & Lynn Schulz / Deb Kluetz 
Nov. 22:      Matt & Lori Heyne/Matt Schumitsch 
Nov. 29:      Mike & Connie Vaningan/Sharon Hunter 
 
December 6:    Scott & Deb Kufahl / Steve Wendorf 

December 13:  E Zabel / D Chapman / B Lampe 
December 20:  Sue & Neil Juedes/Jenny Blaschka 
December 27:  Gene & Lynn Schulz / Deb Kluetz 
 
Usher Subs:  Shawn & Jenny Blaschka, Lowanne 
Brokaw, Matt & Lori Heyne, Sharon Hunter, Sue 
& Neil Juedes, Deb Kluetz, Deb Kufahl, Mike 
Vaningan, Earl Zabel 
 
NOTE: When the Christmas services are set in 

place, volunteers will be needed. Watch for 
that. 

FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 19, 2026, 6:00 P.M.  
 
Members Present: Sheri Fochs, KaLynn Pempek, 
Dina Santangelo, Mike Vaningan, Marla Zumann, 
Scott Kufahl (guest) Mike Klapperich, Nicholas 
Schumacher, Jim Kraft, Liz Oestreich, Paula 
Lorbeicki, Sharon Hunter, Neil Juedes,  
Members Absent: Jenny Blaskchka, Cindy 
Hermel, Pastor Mary Zupansic, Angela 
Greenfield  
Jim Kraft led opening devotions.  
 
 
Reports  
Financial Reports: Nothing to report.  
Pastor’s Report: Remember that Sunday Oct 
25th is reformation Sunday. Wear Red. 
Remember to return your time and talent sheets. 
All Saints Sunday is November 1st–contact the 
office with loved ones whose names you would 
like included.  
Parish Ed/Youth –  
1. Amy’s updating email and phone lists to reach 
older kids in the congregation.  
2. The new curriculum is working well. There is 
an abundance of information teachers can use. 
Students are using their bibles which was a goal. 
For younger kids there is an abundance of 
options. This requires some prep time for the 
teacher to decide what is best to use for the 
class they have. Overall feedback from teachers 
has included that the curriculum has inspired 
good class conversation.  
3. Mission Sundays need to be communicated 
better to the congregation. Both what the 
mission is and the outcome of that mission.  
4. They are currently working on a one week 
mission, followed by gifts for our parishioners 
who are home bound or in a nursing home. We 
also talked about having church members with 
kids volunteering to visit and deliver these gifts. 
After that the next mission discussed was warm 
hearts warm parts, where hats, mittens and 
socks will be collected.  
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5. Talked about the pen pal program between 
kids in the congregation and home or facility 
bound congregants was discussed.  
6. June 26th -July 2nd is the youth conference . 
We will be asking for funds from the fair stand to 
sponsor kids. Our kids will be fundraising as 
well. 
Discussion for Church Council action–The 
classroom situation is distracting because of the 
sound level. Some sound panels that would help 
sound proof between confirmation and primary 
would be greatly appreciated. (it’s for the 
temporary wall). The property committee will 
look into it.  
 
Technology-Time and talent sheet digital 
version of it has been responded to by 17 
entries. These will be printed out when the 
deadline ends and given to the time and 
talent/stewardship committee.  
Worship & Music – Nothing to report.  
Stewardship – Wrote out thank you’s for the 
after service treats. Technology will meet with 
stewardship to look over the online time and 
talent with stewardship and discuss Realm 
groups.  
Church & Society –  
Topics discussed:  
1. A thank you was expressed for Lori Hayne and 
the FELC volunteers for their work on the 
upcoming community supper.  
2. There was concern about the lack of publicity 
for this year’s Empty Bowls fund raiser.  
3. Lynne confirmed that County Clerk Kim 
Trueblood will speak about the election process 
at next Sunday’s Coffee & Conversation. There 
was concern about competing with the Fair 
Stand meeting.  
4. Appreciation was expressed for the 
informative C & C presentation by ShyAnn 
Egwalata about the Christian work she and 
others are doing in Luweero Uganda through 
Abide Tribe Ministries. Jim sent her a thank you 
email and received a thank you to FELC for its 
support in response. Lynne put Abide Tribe 
information in the bulletin.  

5. Bill provided some background on the work 
being done by Safe Passages to get immigrants 
and refugees in Marathon County to court 
appearances held in distant cities.  
Decisions made:  
1. Lynne will continue to provide voting 
information in the bulletin in our Souls to the 
Polls efforts to encourage civic action.  
2. Jim will keep copies of Wired Word materials 
as he gets them for potential C&C use as 
needed. We will continue to work on getting 
about a speaker a month.  
3. Bill will proceed in his investigation for a 
speaker regarding some information on 
immigrants and refugees for Coffee & 
Conversation with a focus on Safe Passages.  
Property – Gutter cleaning should be here next 
week. Floors have been finished in the 
fellowship hall and bulb replacement will begin 
in the sanctuary–hoping to have done before 
Thanksgiving Service. Also will be washing the 
glass portion when the lights are changed out at 
the same time and a crew has been organized for 
that. The cleaning service is not doing a 
good job. They are not vacuuming, emptying 
trash cans, etc. They are not responding to 
emails or calls at all. We are stopping payment 
and will be looking for another option.  
Wage & Policy –Members have been selected 
that have agreed to be on this committee. They 
will do evaluations on paid employees and 
evaluate the budget. Scott Kufhal, Cindy Hermel, 
Sharon Hunter, Deb Kufhal, Nina Dittmar will be 
the committee members.  
KaLynn motions to approve this committee and 
its members. Liz Seconds. Motion passes.  
Fair Stand – Distributed a Total of $22,000. 
Detailed distributions will be presented in the 
Annual Report.  
Treasure Sale – Nothing to report.  
Old Business:  
Constitution and Bylaws Update- Have it 
available electronically and some hard copies. 
Need to have a quorum first (10% of confirmed 
members) and then can approve the second 
time. We will look into exactly how it needs to be 
done and we will discuss at next meeting.  
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Membership List- Realm does has a 
congregation management feature and 
information was transferred to shepherd staff 
over to Realm. (birthdate, baptism, wedding…). 
Cindy and Sharon currently working on it.  
Directory- Cindy working on it.  
Office Printer- New price sent over is $9000. The 
book finisher added would be a total of about 
$9700 total. Will confirm that is how much more 
the finisher for sure as it seems like a good deal. 
Fax option can be added later if needed. Color 
can be limited by having to enter a code.  
New Business:  
NAOMI Request- Asking us to support taking 
refugees to their hearings, or sending them 
money. Will look over the materials passed out 
at council and discuss next meeting as to how to 
proceed.  
Number Of Council Members- How did we settle 
on how many we have. In our constitution it says 
9. Just wondering with as hard as it is to get 
members, do we look at this number? Will look 
into it.  
Nomination Committee- Karen Briggs, Deb 
Kuhfal, Jim Kraft, KaLynn Pempek, Michael 
Klapperich will serve on this committee.  
Sharon motions to approve the committee 
members. Nicholas seconds. Motion passes. 
Employee Evaluations- Discussed above with 
wage and policy.  
Endowment Disbursement: Endowment 
distribution recommendations were reported for 
the 2nd quarter of 2026. The Endowment 
Committee recommended the second quarter 
distribution of $10090.52 to be distributed as 
follows: 10% reinvested ($1009.00) Special 
Projects Option Building fund 30-60% ($681.52), 
The Benevolence Disbursements of $8,400.00 as 
follows: ELCA Synod ($1,000.00); ELCA World 
Hunger ($800.00); Lutheran Social 
Services($800.00); Crossway Camp ($800.00); 
ELCA Missionary ($1,000.00); Lutheran Disaster 
Response ($800.00); Greater Wausau Christian 
Services ($500.00); Homme Home Foundation 
($500.00); and NAOMI ($400.00); Miscellaneous 
($1,800.00)--.  
 

 
Breakdown of Miscellaneous–Neighbor’s Place 
($200), Boys and Girls Club ($500), Catholic 
Charities ($100), The Women’s Community Inc. 
($200), Habitat for Humanity ($100), The 
Salvation Army Transitional Living Center ($200), 
Stable Hands ($100), The Egwalatas/The Cause 
Partners ($400)  
Neil moved and Jim seconded a motion to 
accept the endowment distribution as 
presented. Motion passed.  
Next Meeting Date: Monday, November 16, 2026 
6:00PM  
A motion to adjourn was made by Sharon Hunter 
and seconded by Neil Juedes. Meeting 
adjourned.  
 
Closing devotions were provided by Jim Kraft. 
Sheri Fochs, Recording Secretary 
_____________________________________________ 
 

A THANKGSGIVING PRAYER 
Gracious God, 
thank you for every good gift— 
for the food before us, 
the people around us, 
and the love that surrounds us. 
Help us to pause, reflect, and rejoice 
in Your constant goodness and grace. 
May our hearts overflow with gratitude, 
not just today, but every day. Amen. 
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