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WELCOME TO FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are blessed to have you  
worshipping with us today. We pray that our time of worship together further  
encourages and strengthens our call to discipleship. If you are a visitor, you are 
invited to fill out the neon green Visitor Card and give it to an usher or greeter. 
Please come to worship with us again! 
 
Large print bulletins are available in the narthex.  A ‘Parents’ Room’ is located off 
the narthex w/ changing table and restroom. Restrooms are in the narthex lounge 
and at the bottom of the east/west stairwells. A Handicapped Accessible restroom 
is available through the double doors on the east side (lectern side) to the front 
of the worship space.  
  
Assistive listening devices are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
Busy Bags—Child Activity Kits for our little disciples are available in the narthex on 
the Busy Bag Trees in the narthex. Each bag contains a coloring book, crayons, story 
book, and quiet games. Please return the bags to the tree after worship. 
  
 
LEADING AND ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
  
Presiding Minister:   Pastor Mary E. Zupansic 
Assisting Minister:   Connie Vaningan 
Organist:  Daniel Larson 
Lector:   Lette Becker 
Acolyte:   Kaedyn Hadley 
Greeters:   Shawn & Jenny Blaschka 
Ushers:   Matt & Lori Heyne / Matt Schumitsch 
Communion Assistant:   Sue Wolf 
Communion Set-up:  Deb Kluetz 
Communionware Washer:   Lynne Santangelo 
Coffee Hour Treats:  Karen & Tom Daley 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat 
and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, 
we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. 
Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises 
of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
PRELUDE     Morning Has Broken     …Lloyd Larson 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(pause) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                 When Morning Gilds the Skies                            ELW #853 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE            This is the Feast    ELW P. 140 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
A reading from Isaiah. 

 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first, and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 (responsively) 

 11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 
   give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
   and glorify your name forevermore.  
 13 For great is your love toward me; 
   you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people  

 seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes. 
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 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
   give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and 
 be put to shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
    
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
A reading from Romans. 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact 
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for 
the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not 
of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation 
itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  ELW #512 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was 
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 
26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
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 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, 
‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 
wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles 
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, 
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the 
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 
one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, 
and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with 
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and 
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON           Pastor Mary E. Zupansic 
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HYMN OF THE DAY            Come, Ye Thankful People, Come  ELW #693 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

 
Each petition ends with the following response. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING        Chorale Prelude on “Bunnesan”     …Frank Holloway 
 
OFFERING SONG                   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                             ELW P. 184 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY          ELW P. 144 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD        ELW P. 146 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together      ELW #471 
    For the Fruit of All Creation       ELW #679 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have  
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                 Praise and Thanksgiving   ELW #689 
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DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Allegro from “Fantasia in G Major”  BWV 571  …JS Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Scripture readings and liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2011 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #42253. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-743975. All rights reserved.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like a visit from Pastor Mary, or if you have a pastoral emergency, please 
call Pastor on her cell phone 920-671-4338. 
 
THE FLOWERS 
this morning are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Ruth Kluetz by her 
daughters, Jane, Sue and Deb. Ruth passed away on July 24, 2018. We thank them 
for their floral gift. 
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A GIFT  
has been given to the youth of First English by Marla Zumann in memory of Chad 
Seivert. 
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS – HOSPITAL VISITATION 
If you or someone in your family is admitted to the hospital and would like a pastoral 
visit, please let Pastor Mary or the church office know. We want to support you and 
give you the spiritual guidance you need while you are hospitalized. If you would like 
to have your name included on our Prayer List in the bulletin, please let us know.  
 
DAILY DEVOTION BOOKS  
for July, August and September are available in the narthex and the church office. 
We encourage you to take a copy home with you for your personal devotion time. 
 
FAIR STAND MEETING  
Date:    Thursday, July 23, 2026      Place:   Fellowship Hall  
Time:    Immediately following the Thursday Evening service (around 6:45). 
All those interested may attend. 
 
NEWSLETTER ACCESSS 
Beginning in August, the Technology Task Force (a committee of the Council) will be 
making a change to how our congregation and community members access the 
monthly newsletter, The Lantern. In an effort to streamline the operations of the 
office and significantly reduce our postage and printing costs, The Lantern will only 
be distributed through the Realm Connect app, email, and posted to our church’s 
website at firstenglishlutheran.org. Limited paper copies of the newsletter will be 
available in the narthex. If you would like support with any of these, please reach 
out to the Technology Task Force members. The task force certainly understands 
that there are some who still would like a paper copy of the newsletter mailed to 
their home. If this describes you or someone you know, please reach out to the 
church office to request to remain on the mailing list. In the near future, we hope to 
use the Realm Connect app to make communicating and scheduling more efficient. 
If you haven’t already activated your Realm Connect account, please watch for an 
email with a link to set it up. The link will be sent on Saturdays and is valid for 24 
hours. 

http://firstenglishlutheran.org/
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HELLO ALL! 
Thanks to your wonderful donations of items and money, I have assembled 73 
School Kits! I am going to stop my assembly of these and will now focus on the 
Personal Care Kits. I will still accept Dark Colored Bath towels and 4 oz bars of soap 
through mid-August. Once again Thank You for your support!!    -- Lori Heyne  
 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
Sunday, July 12:   68    YouTube views:    42 
Thursday, July 16:  16 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR LAWN MOWING and LANDSCAPING 
We’re looking for more volunteers to help with mowing the lawn, trimming the 
hedges, and tending to our landscaping. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex. Thanks!  
 
AFTER WORSHIP COFFEE HOURS 
The new sign-up sheet is on the narthex table if you would like to provide after-
worship treats on Sundays. We can use more volunteers to host. It’s a simple way to  
extend our worship experience by staying after worship to share some fellowship 
with each other, especially with a treat! You don’t have to provide fancy treats are 
just fine, and there is always someone around to help with making coffee! Thanks! 
 
‘SPECIAL’ ENVELOPE PACKETS 
The new packets of the ‘special’ envelopes for July and August are available in the 
narthex and the church office. Included in this packet are Food Pantry, Building 
Improvements/Elevator Fund, and ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response.  
These packets are for those who give by ACH and those who don’t receive the 
regular full packet. 
 
LET US REMEMBER IN PRAYER… 

John & Karen Otto, Dawn Kramer, Lyle Jaegler, Linda Kittel, Judy Beemer (sister of 
Roger DeWitt), Ron Wiese (friend of the DeWitt family), Melinda (sister of Matt 
Heyne), Diane (Aunt to Angela Greenfield & Jarek Nelson), Janet Alters (family 
member of Mike & Joan, Jack & Kim, Erin, Spencer and Ella), Tracey (friend of Sheri 
Fochs) 
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Homebound / Assisted Lived:  Kathie Peterson (Primrose), Dolores Hintz  
(Sylvan Crossings), Sue McKee (Rennes in Weston), Diane Zuelke (Mountain 
Terrace), Michelle Detert (Cady Home), Ila Barttelt (Rennes in Weston), Gary 
Klingbeil (Wood Aven), Dennis & Laurayne Nicoliasen (Rennes in Weston) 
Sue Crone 
Audrey Fellbaum 
Gary Pagel 
Delphine Saeger 
Eleanor Thorpe  
 
Daily Prayers Offered for: Bishops Anne Edison-Albright (East Central Synod) and 
Yehiel Curry (Presiding Bishop of the ELCA), and all those who work in the East 
Central Synod and National ELCA Offices; ShyAnn and Peter Egwalata (in Uganda) 
 
PEEK AT THE WEEK of July 19-26, 2026 

Sunday, July 19:                      9:00 a.m.     Worship    

Thursday, July 23:              6:00 p.m.     Worship 
                6:45 p.m.     Fair Stand Meeting 

Friday, July 24:              6:30 p.m.     NA Meeting 

Sunday, July 26:                      9:00 a.m.      Worship  

 
WISCONSIN VALLEY FAIR 

August 4-9, 2026 in Marathon Park 
Our stand is located by the North Entrance 

of the Exhibition Building. 

It’s almost Fair time and that means fun, fellowship and all that great fair 
food…including the delicious food prepared at our own First English Fair Stand. 
Each year the spirit of outreach and the efforts of our congregation members 
reap profits that support ministries, community organizations, as well as some of 
our own needs and projects right here at First English. It’s a great opportunity to get 
to know the members of your church family even better!  
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1) The Fair Stand work charts are ready to be filled with eager volunteers! The 
charts will be in the narthex coatroom on Sunday mornings and Thursday evenings 
and outside the church office during the week. Check out the charts and see where 
you would like to help. Sign up early to get your favorite spot. For those who are new 
to the Fair Stand, it looks massive, but there will be lots of help and on-the-job 
training! Plus it’s a lot of fun!  
 
2) Fair Stand Workdays… 

 Thursday, July 30:  Day 1 of setting up the Stand   8:00 a.m. - ? 
       Friday, July 31:  Day 2 of setting up     8:00 a.m. - ? 
 Saturday, August 1: Cleaning and preparing the  stand    8:00 a.m. - ? 
               Monday, August 10: 8:00 a.m. - ?   The stand is taken down and put back 
into storage. Plus clean-up, packing up, putting away and bringing supplies back to 
the church.  
 All these workdays are so important that we have good work crews. If you are 
able to help, even for a couple of hours, please sign the chart or simply show up on 
the day(s) that work for you. 
 
UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 
Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her 
encounter with the risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus 
throughout his ministry. She was present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial. 
 
 
James, Apostle 
Saturday, July 25, 2026 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before 
their call from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his 
death is the only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 
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