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Mission
College of Adaptive Arts provides an 
equitable collegiate experience to adults 
with special needs who historically have 
not had access to college education.

College of Adaptive Arts empowers the 
student body to creatively transform 
the way the world views individuals 
with disabilities. CAA creates successful 
contributing citizens through the arts.

Vision

Inclusive Collegiate Partnerships

Creating successful contributing citizens 
through the arts.

Mottos

•All 10 schools of study continue to thrive after a year of 100% 
on-line classes. Student enrollment has jumped as instructors continue 
to deliver new and creative classes weekly

•CAA is elated and proud to be partnered with West Valley College and 
to call this beautiful campus home to all the CAA Cardinals, families, 
and future students

•CAA Impossible Dream Online Gala: raised $60,000 to get the college 
ready to transition into the beautiful campus of West Valley College

•2021 San Jose Mercury News Wishbook Charity Awardee

• Santa Clara County District 4 Community Service Organization Award

•Dr. Pam & De went through an intensive leadership training program: 
Women Lead Women, Women Leaders of the World

•Campus site improvements so generously underwritten  
by families, sponsors, 8 Rotary Clubs, and awarded grants

• In Aprii, CAA  was featured in an ABC7 Localish segment
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=504625390534416

It Takes a Village to Move A Mountain 

http://www.collegeofadaptivearts.org
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=504625390534416
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=504625390534416


• Privately accredited based on ARTS Model for 
educating adults with special needs, copyrighted by 
Dr. Pamela Lindsay 2013

• 4 quarters/year, 10 weeks/quarter

• 1 hour/class | 3 units/class

• 60 units: privately accredited, nontransferable  
under graduate diploma

• 240 units: graduate diploma, designed to integrate 
students into the community through their chosen 
emphasis

• Distance Learning/ In Person Learning

• San Andreas Regional Center SARC Vendor Code: 
ZS0975; Adaptive Skills #102

Student Enrollment Differential over 4 quarters

• Summer Quarter 2020 – 110 students/671 seats filled of 
distinct learning opportunities

• Fall Quarter 2020 -136 students/776 seats of learning 
opportunities

• Winter Quarter 2021 – 145 students/830 seats filled

• Spring quarter 2021 – 56 students/848 seats filled

• CAA Classes as of Spring Quarter – 79

• 5 out of 21 Regional Centers giving full or courtesy 
vendorization in the state of CA

Detailed Results  
of Operation

Total Number of Staff: 35

•  Full time: 8

•  Part-time: 27

Breakdown of Disabilities
• Downs: 30%                     •   Developmental Delays: 35%
• Autism: 22%                     •   Epilepsy: 8%
• Medically Fragile: 8%    •   Other: 4%

Staff with differing abilities or complex
backgrounds who have historically 
been    marginalized in traditional 
workplace settings: the majority

Our Curriculum

Students

Faculty/Staff

Annual Budget 

*Budget data per  Federal 990  reports

Tuition: 55%
In-Kind: 16%
Donations & Grants: 12%
School Underwriting: 8%
Events & Other: 9%

Income $1,234,903

55+16+12+8+9
Expenses $912,571
Instruction & Program: 55%
Admin: 8%
Classroom Materials: 31%
Events: 6% 55+8+31+6



 $111,100
Funds raised by grants

 5 Repeat grants

New grants 5

$18,500
Scholarship funds for 
this past year

11 Students receiving 
scholarships

Grants &
Scholarships

Thank you to the families and corporations for their generous underwriting.

Support a 
School of Study 

*To underwrite a school of study, 
contact DeAnna Pursai at 
deanna@collegeofadaptivearts.org

CAA Schools of Study

(Schools of Study continued on back)

The Pursai Family Fund

School of Visual Arts fosters creativity and curiosity in traditional, 
digital and 3D art giving students the opportunity to create with their 
hands, hearts and minds. 

The Schmidt FamilySchool of Art

The College of Adaptive Arts School of Business empowers CAA 
students to learn necessary business skills to hone their areas in 
marketing, sales, and inter-personal skills. The vision is for the CAA 
business students to become active members in the strategic growth 
of CAA.

Underwriting available *School of Business

The communication department strives to give students a chance to 
be writers, poets, speakers, readers, interpreters, studiers of languages, 
painters with words and finally  lovers of literature. But more 
importantly, every student has a voice and opinion, and we can learn 
in an inclusive environment where everyone is valued.

School of Communications

The school of dance encourages physical, mental, and emotional 
growth and wellness through the study of dance. We believe every 
dancer and every dance is special. Through dance our students gain 
confidence in their abilities and themselves. By sharing their joy of 
dance with the community, they change the perceptions of what is 
possible and beautiful.

Underwriting available *School of Dance

The School of Health and Wellness houses a golf and cheer team, 
offers classes in nutrition, is an official site of the nationwide Pound Fit 
organization, and has classes in Innercise: The practice of mindfulness, 
kindness, and compassion.

Cisco Systems School of Health and Wellness

Hi DeAnna,
You’re very welcome for our recent donation. We’re not always able 
to donate, so this is for past requests as well. We feel very fortunate 
to have such an awesome lifelong college for Melissa to attend. I’m 
always amazed at how the professors and staff interact with their 
students. They act in such a professional way with the students and 
always seem to have the patience that keeps the students returning 
to their learning.

““
Family Testimony

mailto:deanna%40collegeofadaptivearts.org?subject=


We love to present at Corporate Lunch & Learns  and employee 
advocacy groups.

Join us for an online tour of CAA through Zoom. We’re excited to meet you! 
https://www.collegeofadaptivearts.org/take-a-tour/

Students taking classes in the School of Library Arts get a chance to further 
their education and decide in what direction they want to take in their 
college career through independent studies. 

The Schmidt FamilySchool of Library Arts

The College of Adaptive Arts School of Music allows students to enjoy and 
cultivate their interests and talents in musical endeavors such as singing, 
playing guitar, songwriting, and music production.

Soderbery FamilySchool of Music

Theatre gives the CAA students a safe and secure space to be able to let go, 
have fun, build confidence through team work, learn social and cognitive 
skills through acting and learn different points of view about other people.

Principe O’Farrell FamilySchool of Theatre

During classes, students are able to authentically tell their stories through 
film, television, and digital media production. The School of TV/Film held 
its first Virtual Annual Film Festival including films from local, national, and 
international artists. 

Private FamilySchool of  TV & Film

The School of Science and Technology allows students to explore and 
develop their interests in the sciences and various technological elements 
such as coding, basic computers, and digital design.

School of Science & Technology Raghuram Famiily, Ricio Family

Take A Tour

Founders
Dr. Pamela Lindsay, EdD/CI
DeAnna Pursai, Exec. Dir.

Board of Directors
Joe Siecinski, Chair
Toni Cook
Stephen A. Fiss
Mimi Giannini
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Sharon Dahnert
Darla Carter
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We so appreciate everyone at the College of Adaptive Arts! Over the years, we have 
enjoyed the wonderful plays, dance performances, golf tournaments and more. 
The students are so passionate about their classes. These opportunities give them 
so much joy!  At CAA they are valued, loved and cared about and they truly love 
their professors and look forward to learning and being an important part of the 
community you share. The skills they have learned extend way beyond CAA. I have 
some friends that attend classes at CAA and they are always excited to share what 
they have learned, and how important it is to be respectful and to care about others. 
Such valuable lessons for us all. It is our privilege and joy to partner with CAA. Thank 
you all for the way you love and teach and make a difference in the lives of your 
students and their families! 
Blessings - Denise and Brian Schmidt

Together we are Moving Mountains   
2019 - 2021 Donors and Partners

SCHOOL UNDERWRITERS 

Art: Schmidt Family
Business: Open
Communications:
  Pursai Family
Dance: Open
Health & Wellness: Open
Library Arts: 
  Schmidt Family
Music: Soderbery Family
Science & Technology: 
  Raghuram Family, 
  Riccio Family
Theatre: O’Farrell 
  Principe Family
TV/Film: Private Family

* MONTHLY RECURRING
PERSONAL DONORS *

Ferheen Abbasi
Marilynn Ahern
Lupe Ambrosio-Garcia
Netta Anderson
Brian Appleton
Janet Atkinson
Bernard Beck
Erin Benford
Sue Breckenridge

Judith Calise
Diane Canby
Renee Capovilla
Darla Carter
Leann Cherkasky Makhni
Toni Cook
Ed & Katherine Correia
Maureena Craig
Nancy Crowe
Sharon Dahnert
Desiree Douville
Brad Ehle
Ana Eppel
Nicole Ferguson
Steve  Fiss & Betty 
Sokolsky Fiss
Karen Fore
Mary Frausto
John Giannini
Bill Giannini
JoAnn Gines
Linda Gonzales
Joe Gonzales
Susan Griffin
Concepcion Gutierrez
Rosalie Gutierrez 
Ledesma
Patti & Jim Hancock
Chris Heathcote

Teddi Heathcote Peters
Richard Hermerding
Jeanne Herrick
Evy Horton
Marilynn & Bill Host
Kathryn Johnstone
Barbara Keller
Nicole Kim
Tom & Gina Kirkley
Susie Kitaji
Adam Kline
Sharon Lea
Robert Leong
Dr. Pamela Lindsay
Justin Mancuso
Donna Martinez
Nicole Matarangas
Matt Micheletti
Sara Misiego
Janet Molina-Heathcote
Nathalie Montes de Oca
Sara & Rodney Muller
Jen Mulry
Ronalis Naveo
Martin Nguyen
Anthony Nguyen
Nicholas Nicolas
Deborah Nielsen
Ellen Owens
Mary Pizzo
Sridhar Pursai

DeAnna Pursai
Bob Rahn
Ken & Candy Rains
Sandee Raval
David Reed
Brian Schmidt
Donna Schmitz
Joseph Siecinski
Kathleen Spampinato
Loni Spratt Brown
Robert Tafoya
Kris Taylor
Bruce Tirado
Shelley Tomasetti
Beatrice Valdivia
Karen Vanderpan
Mareth Vedder
Rita Waldorf
Gracie Zadrozny

MONTHLY RECURRING 
CORPORATE DONORS

BrainSHARE
Benford Real Estate Team 
Sereno Group of 
Willow Glen
PG&E Corporate Match

CORPORATE DONORS 
*Repeat Donor

*16,500, Inc.
*ABC7/KGO
*BrainSHARE - 
Joe Siecinski 
Alvarez & Alvarez Realty
*Amato Pizzeria
*AnT Swim School
*Anritsu Corporation
*Benefit Authority
Insurance Solutions
*Benevent Auctions &
Consulting
*Benford Real Estate Inc.

Buy Right Produce, LLC
*Chris Schumb, Attorney 
at Law
*Cisco, Inc.
*Cisco Corporate Match
*City National Bank
*City of San Jose - Mayor 
Sam Liccardo

“
“



*City of San Jose - Office 
of Cultural Affairs
Coequantem Fund
*Color Pros Inc.
*Columbian Foundation 
Supporting People with  
Intellectual Disabilities
*Cross Law, David Cross 
*Cupertino de Oro Club
Cupertino Rotary Club
*Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International, 
Chi State
*DKG, Zeta Theta 
Chapter
*Dr. Jeffrey Laveroni, 
DDS
Farrington Historical   
Foundation
Focus Women’s Leads/
Referrals Group
*Gotuaco & Associates
*Heritage Bank of 
Commerce
Kinetic Wellness Center
*Kiwanis Club of West 
San Jose Foundation

*Knights of Columbus
Bishop O’Dowd Council
#3474
*Law Office of Chris 
Schumb Lee Insurance
*lifeSport Fitness, Inc.
Los Gatos Morning 
Rotary Club
Los Gatos Rotary Club
Luis Pedro Castillo 
Pictures
*Micheletti Insurance 
Services
*Mission City 
Community Fund
*MyProGroup Leads &
Referrals Group
*Neuf Troux Women’s 
Nine
Hole Group - San Jose
Country Club
*Northrup Grumman 
Foundation
*Nvidia Corporate Match
*Olander Company, Inc.
*Oracle Corporate Match
*Panalo Solutions
*Peace and Light
Foundation

*Peninsula Visa
*PG& Recurring 
Corporate Match
*PG&E Foundation
*Pinnacle Bank
*Robert A. Bothman 
Construction
*Rotary Club of San Jose 
Foundation
*Rotary Club of San Jose
Rotary Club of Silicon 
Valley
Silicon Valley Foundation
*San Jose Evergreen
Community College
District Foundation
*San Jose Mercury News 
Wish Book Fund
San Jose Multicultural 
Artists Guild
*Santa Clara County 
Realtors Foundation
*Santa Teresa Golf Club
*Saratoga Springs
Saratoga Rotary Club
SCORE Business 
Executives
*Sereno Properties - 
Willow Glen
Silicon Valley STAR 
Rotary Club
Spirit Sox, Inc. 
Structure Law Group, LLP
Sunnyvale Rotary Club
Sunnyvale Sunrise Rotary 

Club
*SV Creates
*Sweeny Mason Wilson 
Bosomworth Law 
Corporation
*Swenson Development
TAPSNAP 1050
*Telesky Financial 
Services
*That’s Amore Charitable
Foundation
*Thrivent Financial 
Action Team
*TikalBayTek
*UPS Store, Ravinder Lal
*Vestnomics Wealth 
Management
*VMware Corporate 
Match
West Valley College
Western Digital
Women’s Philanthropy
Jewish Foundation of 
Silicon Valley
*ynt consulting

PERSONAL DONORS
*Repeat Donor 

*Ferheen Abbasi
*Vicky Abrams
*Marilynn Ahern
Peter  Allen
*Kelsey, Deb & Bill Alley

*Lupe & David Ambrosio-
Garcia
*Netta Anderson
*Sky & Fay Anderson
*Brian & Laura Clow 
Appleton
*Carlota Asceves
*Janet & Chuck Atkinson
Mary & Doug Aumack
*Manny Barbara
Patrick Barrett
*Penelope Barrett
*June & Clyde Beck
Bernard Beck
*Jill Becker
Lillian Beltran
Haley Beltran
Martha Beltran
Pauline Beltran
Monica Beltran-
Thompson
*Jeffrey Benford
*Erin Benford
Laura & Jason Bennert
Kathryn A. Berry
Raj & Anjali Bhandari
Ervin Biener
*Russ Blahetka
Cristina Bliss
*Ken & Ellyn Bloomfield
Kristine Bobier
*Bob & Yvette Bothman



*Nicole Ferguson
*Rhoda  Firth
*Stephen Fiss & Bette 
Sokolsky
Wendy Flapan
*Mark Fleisher
*Rodney Fong
*Karen  Fore
*Tiffany Fort
Richard Fox
*Mary Frausto
Joseph Freeman
*Robert Freiri
Ryan Gallegos
*Mary Gama
*John Giannini
*Mimi Giannini
*Bill Giannini
*JoAnn Gines
*John O’Farrell & Gloria 
Principe
*Joe & Linda Gonzales
*Frank Gonzalez
*Sonia Gonzalez
Julie Goode
*Gayatri Gopalan
*Sharon Green
*Shanna  Greer
*Susan Griffin
Carla  Griffin
*Rosalie Guiterrez 
Ledesma & Juan 
Ledesma
*Concepcion Gutierrez
*Leslee Hamilton
Fan Han
*Amy, Jim & Patti 
Hancock
Vicki Headley
*Chris Heathcote
*Teddi Heathcote Peters
*Richard & Ann 
Hermerding
*Jeanne Herrick
Christopher Hibbert
*Ross & Lilian Holmes
*Evy Horton
*Marilynn & Bill Host
Meike Huizinga
*Vijay Ijju
*Peter & Lineth Jezek

*Kathy Johnstone
*Fred & Cathy Jones
*Joe & Carol Joroski
James Kason
David  Keay
*Barbara Keller
Stella Kemp
Daniel Kikuchi
*Steve & Nicole Kim
*Tom & Gina Kirkley
*Susie Kitaji
*Adam Kline
*Lori Krein
Madhu Krishnan
*William Lam
*Alina Lam
*Helen  Lambert
*Jack & Jane Larsh
Lucinda Lawson
*Sharon Lea
*Laura Lebherz
*Sandy  Lee Kawano
*Robert Leong
Susan Lilien
*Dr. Pamela & Dave 
Lindsay
*Khai Tan Tran & Long 
Kim Ly
Matilda Lopez
*Naomi Love
*Gloria and Richard  
Loventhan-Pederson
*Michael Luckman
*Joan  Mack
*Daniel & Katherine 
Mancuso
*Jon Marcus

*Dan Mart
*Jim & Donna Martinez
*Nicole & Paul 
Matarangas
*Kim  McAfee
Catherine  McBain
*Celeste McBride
*Piedad Mendoza
*Joanne Micheletti
*Matt  Micheletti
*Sara Misiego
Cindy Mitchell
*Janet Molina-Heathcote
*Susan & Christopher 
Monahan
*Perla Montes de Oca
*Nathalie Montes de Oca
*Teresa Montes de Oca
*Sara & Rodney Muller
*Jen Mulry
Jerrold & Joanne Mungai
*Barbara Murray
*Paul & Jasmina Naleid
*Ronalis Naveo
Tom & Chris Nelson
*Dottie Newick
*Martin Nguyen
*Anthony Nguyen
*Nick & MaryAnne 
Nicolas
*Deborah Nielson
*Gary Nobile
*John O’Farrell & Gloria 
Principe
*Stan & Yuka Okawachi
*Jan Olsen
*Ellen Owens

Amy  Boyd & Ken Clark
*Leticia  Bracamontes
*Sue & Michelle 
Breckenridge
*Moira Brown
*Christopher Burke
*Daphne Cagle
*Judith Calise
*Diane Canby
*Renee  Capovilla
*Jacob Caputo
*Gordon & Ce Ce Carlson
Kelly Carroll
*Darla Carter
Adrienne  Caselli
*Henry Castaniada
*Karla Chavez
*Leann Cherkasky 
Makhni
Gigi Chu
*Toni & Gary Cook
*Ramon Coria
*Jim & Janice Correa
*Ed & Katherine Correia
*Maureena Craig
*Sam Cramer
*Nancy Crowe
*Jennifer Cutie
*Sharon Dahnert
Mary  Daly
Marisela Desantana
*Rod Diridon, Sr.
Jane  Divinski
*Desiree Douville
*Terry Downing
*Ann Dubinsky-Ross
*Akshai Duggal
Yen Duong
*Brad Ehle
*Ivan Rodriguez & 
Elizabeth Santana
*Susan & Steve Ellenberg
*Angel & Jill Ellenberger
*Ana Eppel
*Kathleen Erickson
*Jill & Christopher Escher
Anonymous Family

PERSONAL DONORS

*Repeat Donor  Continued



Department of Psychiatry & 
Behavioral Sciences, Stanford 
University

genARTS Silicon Valley
Hester Cluster SCCOE
Historic Hoover Theatre
HOPE Services
Joint Venture Silicon Valley
Latizmo Hip Hop Productions
Los Gatos Ballet
Momentum Employment 
Services - Momentum for 
Mental Health
New Ballet School
Open Mind School
Opera San Jose
Parents Helping Parents
Pivotal
San Andreas Regional Center
San Francisco Ballet
San Jose Evergreen
Community College District
San Jose Museum of Art
Santa Clara University
Arrupe Program
Santa Clara University 
Community Action Program
School of Arts & Culture
SJ Multicultural Artists Guild
SCORE Retired Business 
Executives
sjDANCEco
Stanford Shakespeare 
Company
STEAMFest of Redwood City
Sunday Friends
SV Creates
Tabard Theatre Company
Tabia Theatre Company
West Valley Mission Community 
College District
Women’s Philanthropy
Jewish Federation of
Silicon Valley
Youth Drama for All

*Carol Paivinen
Monica Pal
Renee  Paquier
Marian Pardo
*Robert Parra
*Roger Patingo
*John & Devonne Pencer
Giselle  Phan
*Dr. Karen  Philbrick
*Leslie Pickering
*Mary Pizzo & John 
Francis Maggio
*Sridhar & DeAnna Pursai
*Sharadha Raghavan
*Raghu & Lata Raghuram
*Robert Rahn
*Ken & Candy Rains
*Andris & Betty Ramans
Khalilah Ramirez
*Nitin Rao
*Sandee Raval Kiehl
*Dave Reed
*Diane & Dan Riccio
*Mary Beth Riley
Suzette Rivera
*David Roberts  
*Kenneth Robertson
Jeffrey Ronaldi
*Ann Ross
*Andrea Rubnitz
*Karen Sanders
Haneen Saqer
*Brian & Denise Schmidt
*Donna Schmitz
Mary Schoone
*Chris Schumb
Elizabeth  Schwartz
*Carol & Gordon Searle
*Marilyn  Sefchovich

*Angie Higgins & Tom 
Shamrell
*Ann Sharon
Stewart Shavinsky
Marcia & Tom Shea
*Kathie Sheehy
*Joe & Lynette Siecinski
*Radhika Singh
*Chris & Joe Slaughter
*Dr. John & Donna Smith
*Rob & Julia Soderbery
*Kathy Spampinato
*Loni Spratt Brown
*Danielle Stagner
*Annette & Colin 
Stoddard
*Theresa Sutherland
*Bobbi & Robert Tafoya
*Fred & Raffaela Tatar
*Kris Taylor
*Yvette  Tazeau, Ph.D. 
*Scott Teague
*Jan Telesky
*Bill & MaryLynn Teter
*Richard Thrasher
*Scott & Janet Tinkel
*Bruce & Maria Tirado
*Shelley Tomasetti
*Stanley Tomita
*Susan Tracey
Andrew Turney
Nanette Uribe
*Sharon Uyeda
*Beatrice Valdivia
*Karen Vanderpan & 
John Dods
*Sharon Vasek
*Carlos Vasquez
*Mareth Vedder
*Sylvia Vo

*Rita Waldorf
Christine  Walker
Natasha Walton
Gail Weisman
*Kristen Welch
*Doug & Prabha Werner
*Jean & Candy Wilke
Cami  Williams
Jeffrey Winters
*Donna & Phil Wolkstein
*Heda & Kathryn Yamada
Lori & Wayne Yurtin
*Gracie Zadrozny
*Fernando & Cecily 
Zazueta
*Walter & Betty  Zeisl
Diane Zeppa
Christine  Zillman

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

ABC7 KGO Localish
Amigos de las Americas
Autism Society SF Bay 
Area
Basis Independent High 
School Robotics Team 
FRC 6822
Best Buddies Santa Clara 
University
Buddies in Action
Casa di Mir Montessori 
School
Chandler Tripp Preschool
Chopsticks Alley
Christmas in the Park
City Lights Theater Co.
City of San Jose Office of
Cultural Affairs
Community Health            
Partnership
CreaTV


