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Churches of St. Charles, St. Olaf, and Our Lady of the Runestone

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
With deep gratitude and renewed hope, I write to share an important milestone in our journey through the All Things New planning process. After much prayer, discernment, and consultation, the proposed plan for our Area Catholic Community (ACC) has been affirmed by the Committee for the Affirmation of Plans (CAP). This is an important first step in the approval process.
This plan - available at www.coracc.org - reflects the path we are called to walk together. It honors our shared mission as a community of Christ’s disciples, rooted in the Gospel and Eucharist, striving to learn, love, live, and proclaim Good News to all people. Our main goals are enhancing sacramental life, prudent stewardship by consolidating the three parish corporations into one parish corporation with three churches, and engaging the laity through liturgical ministries, social outreach and faith formation. Grounded in our faith and tradition, we also embrace the possibilities of a vibrant future. Though change can be difficult, we trust the Holy Spirit is leading us toward renewal and deeper communion.
The next step in the process is consultation with the Diocesan Presbyteral Council, followed by review and decrees from the bishop. Once all ACC plans are approved by the bishop, the diocesan plan — comprised of the plans of our 29 ACCs — will be shared, and official decrees will follow.
While the plan is not yet final and may require modification as neighboring ACC plans are revealed, we are encouraged to begin moving forward with its goals in mind. A plan — even when approved — remains a guide, not a guarantee. It cannot foresee every future circumstance, and flexibility will be essential. What must remain constant is our shared purpose and commitment to Christ’s mission.
We will continue to keep you informed as updates become available. In the meantime, let us stay focused on what truly matters: our faith, our love for one another, and our dedication to renewing a Church that serves both present and future generations.
As your pastor, I recognize the range of emotions this process may stir. There is sorrow in letting go of the familiar but also grace in embracing what lies ahead. I invite you to walk together in patience, charity, and prayer as we take these next steps — united in hope and trust.
In Christ,
Fr. Jose Chettoor
Pastor
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