INTRODUCTION
The last time the Association visited here at the NMA – National Memorial Arboretum, now Royal British Legion National Remembrance Gardens, was back in 2022 on 8th May, to commemorate VE Day; despite the fact that we had said we would try and get here annually. Not long afterwards we visited Canada. Having said that, a small contingent visited for the 85th anniversary of Battle of the River Plate in 2024 with the standard and Last Post.

As the Chairman has said, the main Association focus this year has been on the 50th Anniversary of the Frigate’s visit to Ontario, including an Association visit there in May/June, and that is the theme of this service.

However, by way of background for those making their first visit here, or perhaps have forgotten: in 2012 the Association Committee met to discuss how to commemorate the upcoming 75th Anniversary of The Battle of the River Plate; when 2014 seemed a long way off.

My father Joseph, was First Commission Cruiser Ajax and joined her in the Mediterranean in 1936, so 90 years ago. By chance, Judi and I brought father, then 95, here for our first visit and were struck by the fact there was absolutely no reference to HMS Exeter or Achilles and only the briefest of mentions of Ajax on one small plaque. We resolved to rectify this national omission. 

On one impressive memorial, the Repulse and Prince of Wales one … father had been in the Repulse, was a plate bearing the Stonemason’s name; HL Perfitt Ltd at Diss. With an exchange of emails with the Stonemason, Keith Rackham, the Committee believed we could raise the likely funds. Regrettably, only Peter Danks, Alf Larkin and I survive from that Implementation Committee.

Over the next two years, with much angst, fundraising schemes and many, many, emails and meetings, this magnificent Battle of the River Plate Memorial took shape, literally, and in true television fashion, was only finished on the morning of the unveiling ceremony … when several hundred people, including many dignitaries, were attending the unveiling ceremony. 

Four of our River Plate Veterans unveiled the Commodore Harwood’s Broad Pennant. The youngest Harwood buried the Time Capsule. The ceremony was followed by luncheon and formal speeches … and then it was time to relax!

