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HMS Ajax 1935 - 1949

1/10/32
Ordered 

7/2/33

Laid down by Vickers Armstrong Ltd (Barrow-in-Furness) 

1/3/34

Launched by Lady Chatfield [wife of Admiral of the Fleet Sir Ernle Chatfield]
4/4/35
Barrow-in-Furness: Visit by TRH Duke and Duchess of York* following launch of Liner Strathmore.

*Later King George V1 and Queen Elizabeth

12/4/35
Ajax left Barrow for Portsmouth

15/4/35
Completed - engined by Vickers Armstrong Ltd (Barrow-in-Furness) 



Commissioned at Portsmouth for the America and West Indies Station


First of crew join at Portsmouth

May 1935
Final technical trials including visits to Portland

11/6/35
Sailed from Portsmouth just before 8 a.m.

13/6/35
Called at Gibraltar to off-load 9 hounds for the Calpé Hunt

16/6/35
Arrived Malta for Working-Up

16/7/35
Departed Malta

19/7/35
Arrived Gibraltar

22/7/35
Departed for Trinidad

3/8/35

Arrived Trinidad, Point-au-Pierre. 1400 departed for Port of Spain

12/8/35
Departed Trinidad

13/8/35
Arrived Venezuela, La Guaira [port of Caracas]

20/8/35
Departed Venezuela

21/8/35
Arrived Grenada

26/8/35
Departed Grenada

26/8/35
Arrived St Lucia, Port Castries

30/8/35
Departed St Lucia

30/8/35
Arrived Barbados, Carlisle Bay

2/9/35
Undertaking role of “Hurricane Cruiser” – prepared to sail to Cuba at two hours’ notice but hurricane passed by Cuba

5/9/35

Hurricane had struck Florida. Ship placed on half hour notice but not required

6/9/35

Departed Barbados

9/9/35

Arrived Bermuda to take on war stores leaving same day

16/9/35
Arrived Gibraltar [due to increased tensions in Middle East and between Italy and Abyssinia]

20/9/35
Joined for the first time by opposite number HMS Exeter carrying Commodore Harwood’s Broad Pennant having sailed with all haste from Valparaiso stopping only at the Falklands for provisions. 

Sailed together that evening – destination unknown but after 3 hours returned to Gibraltar

21/9/35
Departed Gibraltar – escort duties

26/9/35
Arrived Alexandria – departed same day

27/9/35
Palestine, Haifa – attached to 3rd Cruiser Squadron; covering the troubles there

1/11/35
Departed Haifa

2/11/35
Arrived Egypt Port Said – as Senior Naval Officer (Afloat)

18/11/35
Departed Port Said

19/11/35
Arrived Alexandria

21/11/35
Exercises

4/1/36
Departed Alexandria

6/1/36
Arrived Malta

13/1/36
Gunnery test and returned to Malta

14/1/36
Departed Malta

16/1/36
Arrived Alexandria as part of 1st Cruiser Suadron

20/1/36
King George V dies

28/1/36
Along with every HM Ship British Navy stood to attention while 70 minute guns honoured the burial of George V

4/2/36
J. H. B. Collis and others join Ajax

Early Feb 36
Joined by Gunnery Cooperation Flight – Queen Bee Party. For 7 weeks Ajax served as back-up to HMS Australia who flew the Queen Bee drones for target practice.

23/3/36
New CinC Mediterranean Admiral Sir A. D. P. R. Pound [later First Sea Lord] visited Ajax

31/3/36
Sailed on exercises as Flag Ship to CinC for the day

11/4/36
Departed Alexandria

13/4/36
Arrived Malta

28/4/36
Sailed but recalled

29/4/36
Departed for Marseilles to escort the SS Viceroy of India carrying the new King of Egypt King Farouk to Alexandria

1/5/36
Arrived Marseilles, France
2/5/36
Departed Marseilles

3/5/36
Called at Malta

6/5/36
Arrived Alexandria with Viceroy of India

7/5/36

Sailed on exercises with CinC


8/6/36

Departed Alexandria, Eygpt
9/6/36
Arrived Haifa, Israel 
27/6/36
Departed Haifa

28/6/36
Arrived Port Said, Egypt 
4/7/36
Departed Port Said

5/7/36
Arrived Alexandria – Regatta Week

14/7/36
Departed Alexandria

17/7/36
Arrived Malta. Provisioned for resumption of South America Cruise. Other ships were arriving as tensions built in Spain

28/7/36
Departed Malta

31/7/36
Arrived Gibraltar to provision but departure delayed as CinC boarded as Flag Ship. Mounting tensions saw Spanish warships, Jaime 1 & La Libertad, bombarding shore batteries. Admiral Scheer prevented attack on Cueta.

3/8/36
Departed Gibraltar avoiding shelling of Jaime 1 

11/8/36
Arrived Bermuda [Principal Royal Navy Base in western Atlantic] – preparations for rest of cruise

15/8/36
Departed Bermuda

21/8/36
Colon, Panama

25/8/36
Departed Colon and entered Gatun Locks at start of Panama Canal at 10 a.m.

27/8/36
Having passed through Panama Canal arrived at Buenaventura, Columbia on Pacific side

31/8/36
Depart Buenaventura. 9 p.m. reported “Line right ahead Sir” [the Equator] at 80o 35’

1/9/36
Crossing the Line Ceremony

2/9/36
Arrive Guayaquil, Ecuador

9/9/36
Depart Guayaquil

10/9/36
Arrived Talara, Peru

14/9/36
Departed Talara

14/9/36
Arrived 4 hours later at Paita, Peru

17/9/36
Departed Paita

18/9/36
Arrived Chimbote, Peru

24/9/36
Departed Chimbote

25/9/36
Arrived Callao, Peru, the port for Lima

3/10/36
Departed Callao

5/10/36
Arrived Iquique, Chile

12/10/36
Departed Iquique

15/10/36
Arrived Antofagasta, Chile

20/10/36
Departed Antofagasta

22/10/36
Arrived Coquimbo, Chile

27/10/36
Departed Coquimbo

28/10/36
Arrived Valparaiso, Chile. Stay extended due to cancelation of next visit to Talcahuano because if typhus outbreak. 

16/11/36
Departed Valparaiso for rescheduled destination

17/11/36
Arrived Juan Fernandez Island, Chile (Robinson Crusoe Island). Anchored near sunken German cruiser Dresden

20/11/36
Departed Juan Fernandez Island

21/11/36
Diverted to Valparaiso to transfer sick crewman and left immediately

23/11/36
Arrived Puerto Corral, Valdivia, Chile

1/12/36
Departed Puerto Corral

2/12/36
Arrived Puerto Montt, Chile

14/12/36
Departed Puerto Montt
21/12/36
Arrived Magallanes [Punta Arenas], Chile passing through the Straits of Magellan


Re-burial ceremony of remains of 14 crew from HMS Dotterell

28/12/36
Departed Magallanes
30/12/36
Arrived Port Stanley, Falkland Islands


Installation of 6” gun at Canopus Hill completed by Ajax crew in 8 days

8/1/37
Departed Falklands with Governor of Falkland Islands on board on route to South Georgia for annual inspection but soon interrupted to search successfully for own missing seaplane

11/1/37
Arrived South Georgia

16/1/37
Departed South Georgia en route to Falklands to return Governor but redirected to South Shetlands to assist in search for missing crew of Royal Research Ship Discovery 11

18/1/37
Arrived South Shetlands; missing crew found and rescued. Set sail that evening for Falklands

20/1/37
Arrived Falklands

21/1/37
Departed Falklands

24/1/37
Rendezvoused with HMS York as part of Flag and sailed together up River Plate

25/1/37
Arrived Buenos Aires, Argentina

1/2/37
Departed Buenos Aires

2/2/37
Arrived Mar del Plata, Argentina with York

8/2/37
Departed Mar del Plata joining HMS Exeter flying Commodore Harwood’s Broad Pennant en route – The South American Division now comprised HM Ships Exeter, York & Ajax

9/2/37
Arrived Montevideo, Uruguay

14/2/37
Departed Montevideo

18/2/37
Arrived Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

24/2/37
Departed Rio de Janeiro

1/3/37
Arrived Ceara, Brazil with HMS Exeter

3/3/37
Departed Ceara

9/3/37
Arrived Barbados joining the whole West Indies Squadron with the exception of Dundee [HM Ships Ajax, Apollo, Dragon, Exeter, Scarborough & York]


Exercises at sea

22/3/37
Departed Barbados

24/3/37
Arrived Tortola, British Virgin Islands. Moved to Virgin Gorda to calm waters for Squadron Regatta

27/3/37
Departed Tortola

30/3/37
Arrived Bermuda


First 3 weeks spent carrying out at-sea practice programme 3 days a week

27/4/37
Farewell to CinC Vice Admiral Sir Matthew Best in Apollo

6/5/37
Departed Bermuda

10/5/37
Arrived Port of Spain, Trinidad for Coronation of King George V1

12/5/37
Coronation Day

13/5/37
Departed Trinidad

17/5/37
Arrived Bermuda

24/5/37
Vice-Admiral S. J. Meyrick C.B. arrived to succeed Admiral the Hon. Sir M. R. Best, K.C.B., D.S.O., M.V.O. as Commander-in Chief of the Station.

Due to troubles in Havana, Cuba the planned visit there and to Jamaica was cancelled

?5/6/37?
Arrived Nassau, Bahamas

11/6/37
Departed Nassau - Diverted to Point a Pierre, Trinidad with all despatch due to rioting in the oil fields.

14/6/37
Arrived Point a Pierre, Trinidad. With Exeter; Riots quelled

14/7/37
Departed Trinidad flying Paying Off Pennant

28/7/37
Arrived Portsmouth

17/9/37
Second Watch left

The end of the First Commission of HMS Ajax – total distanced steamed – 62,000 miles

11/1/38
Recommissioned at Portsmouth on completion of a short refit & joined America & West Indies Squadron

On completion of refit at Portsmouth in 1/38: 4 single 4in AA guns replaced by 4 twin 4in AA gun mountings

[ITINERARY COMPILED FROM PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM OF THOMAS NUNN

July 1938 Barbados

July 1938 Trinadad

July or August 1938 Crossed the Line in the Atlantic 

August 1938 Sao Sebastiao, Brazil

September 1938 Punta del Este & Montevideo, Uruguay

November 1938 Buenos Aires, Argentina

Calling at Ingenieros White & Bahia Blanca, Argentina 

November & December 1938 Falklands

Christmas 1938 Punta Arenas, Chile]
24/1/39 
Valparaiso

26/1/39
Left Valparaiso to render assistance after earthquake at Conception

26/1/39 
Joined EXETER at Talcahuano to aid earthquake victims 28/1/39Left Talcahuano early a.m., with 15 British & 545 Chilean/other refugees, en route for Valparaiso

29/1/39 
Arr. Valparaiso

3/2/39 
Left Valparaiso to resume normal cruise programme

8/2/39 
Arr. Chimbote sailing on 11/2/39

12/2/39 
Payta sailing on 14/2/39

14/2/39 
Lobitos sailing on 17/2/39

18/2/39 
Salinas sailing on 21/2/39

23/2/39 
Balboa sailing on 27/2/39

27/2/39 
Colon sailing on 28/2/39

2/3/39 
Kingston, Jamaica sailing on 7/3/39

11/3/39 
Bermuda sailing on 31/5/39

3/6/39 
Arr. Turks Island sailing same day

5/6/39
Kingston, Jamaica sailing on 14/6/39

16/6/39
Aruba sailing on 20/6/39 

20/6/39
Curacao sailing on 27/6/39 

29/6/39
Martinique sailing on 3/7/39

4/7/39
Grenada sailing on 5/7/39

5/7/39
Trinidad sailing on 15/7/39 

16/7/39
Georgetown, British Guiana sailing on 21/7/39

9/8/39
Bahia sailing on 14/8/39 

14/8/39
A & WI Station 

17/8/39
Arr. Rio de Janeiro 

26/8/39
Rio, patrol, returning 29/8/39 

29/8/39
Left Rio for patrol

3/9/39
On patrol off Brazil; intercepted the German freighters OLINDA & CARL FRITZEN between Rio Grande do Sul & Plate estuary 3 hours after the declaration of war. Both ships scuttled to avoid capture

9/9/39
Met EXETER off Rio de Janeiro - ordered to Port Stanley

for guardship duties

12/9/39
Arr. Port Stanley, Falkland Is.

19/9/39
Port Stanley/West Falkland 

21/9/39
Left Port Stanley for W. Falkland Is.

21/9/39
Left W. Falkland Is. for patrol in Rio de Janeiro area

25/9/39
Rio de Janeiro area

3/10/39
Joined EXETER on patrol in the Rio & Plate areas after the sinking of S.S.  CLEMENT by GRAF SPEE.  EXETER left for N. Brazil while AJAX & ACHILLES patrolled off Rio & Plate area

5/10/39
Force G (AJAX, ACHILLES, EXETER & CUMBERLAND) on patrol between Falkland Is. & River Plate searching for GRAF SPEE 
10/10/39
Arr. Rio 
11/10/39
Left Rio on patrol

27/10/39
Embarked Commodore Harwood from EXETER

6/11/39
Arr. Buenos Aires

8/11/39
Left Buenos Aires on patrol 
22/11/39
Joined ACHILLES off Cape San Antonio searching for German ships. Left Plate area 25/11/39 
27/11/39
Arr. Port Stanley
2/12/39
Left Port Stanley for River Plate 

5/12/39
With CUMBERLAND intercepted the German ship USSUKUMA off Bahia Blanca. USSUKUMA was scuttled. AJAX sailed to San Borombon to refuel from OLYNTHUS 

10/12/39
Off Plate estuary with ACHILLES 

12/12/39
Joined by EXETER

13/12/39
BATTLE OF THE RIVER PLATE: AJAX, ACHILLES & EXETER met GRAF SPEE off the Plate estuary. In the resulting action EXETER was crippled & forced to withdraw, AJAX severely damaged (X & Y turrets put out of action; 7 dead & 5 wounded) & ACHILLES lightly damaged. GRAF SPEE put into Montevideo to repair battle damage

16/12/39
CUMBERLAND joined AJAX & ACHILLES off Montevideo

17/12/39
GRAF SPEE blown up and scuttled

18/12/39
Left Plate area for Port Stanley. CinC S.A. signal "AJAX may proceed to Simonstown for repairs"

21/12/39
Arr. Port Stanley

22/12/39
Left Port Stanley on patrol. Signal: "AJAX will be repaired in UK". R.A. South American Div. (Harwood) recommended "AJAX should proceed to Freetown dockyard as soon as practicable. In meantime I am using her with 3 turrets available"

24/12/39
Arr. Port Stanley

29/12/39
Left Falkland Is. for Plate area. Signal: "AJAX will be repaired at Devonport"

3/1/40
Entered Montevideo on a goodwill visit (R.A. S.A. Div aboard) 
5/1/40
Left Montevideo (flag transferred to ACHILLES) on patrol

11/1/40
Arr. Rio 
12/1/40
Left Rio en route for Freetown

19/1/40
Arr. Freetown

22/1/40
Left Freetown in company with HERO & HARDY

27/1/40
Signal from CinC W.A. "WHITSHED, ACASTA & ARDENT have been ordered to meet AJAX and then proceed to Plymouth 
31/1/40
Arr. Plymouth

1/2/40
Taken in hand, at Devonport, for gun mounting repairs 
19/2/40
Gun mounting repairs due to be completed 
23/2/40
Ship's company reviewed by King George VI 
24/2/40
Left Devonport
25/2/40
Arr. Sheerness from Devonport joining Nore Command

26/2/40
Refit/repair at Chatham - due for completion 13/6/40 but later put back to 13/7/40 and then 27/7/40 

28/2/40
Signal from A.S. Chatham: "AJAX taken in hand for docking, refit and repairs on 27/2.  Cannot sail at 24 hours notice"

On completion of refit at Chatham on 28/7/40: fitted with zarebas to the 4in guns and two tripod masts with Type 79 air warning radar at the mastheads

28/7/40
Refit completed

29/7/40
Started work up at Scapa - completed 15/8/40 
31/7/40
Signal: "AJAX may be required to proceed abroad about 19/8"
14/8/40
Arr. Liverpool to be docked for repairs to her damaged stern
20/8/40
Docking/repairs in Queens Graving Dock, Liverpool completed 
22/8/40
Left Liverpool as part of escort to a Middle East troop convoy AP 2

2/9/40
Arr. Freetown with convoy AP 2 sailing later the same day 
13/9/40
Arr. Durban with convoy 
22/9/40
Arr. Aden with convoy AP 2

25/9/40
AJAX & COVENTRY left Aden as part of escort to troopships EMPRESS OF JAPAN, ORION & ORONSAY bound for Suez 
28/9/40
Arr. Suez 
30/9/40
Arr. Alexandria

2/10/40
Left Alex. with MF to search for Italian convoys 
4/10/40
Signal from CinC M.F. "AJAX is to join 7th C.S. being administered by V.A.L.F" 
5/10/40
Arr. Alex. with MF after an uneventful sweep 
8/10/40
WARSPITE, VALIANT, MALAYA, RAMILLIES, ILLUSTRIOUS, EAGLE, YORK, GLOUCESTER, LIVERPOOL, AJAX, ORION, SYDNEY & 16 destroyers left Alex. to cover passage of 4 ships  (MF 3/0p MB 6)  to Malta. 
11/10/40
Arr. Malta

Night 

11 - 12/10/40
AJAX and ORION left Malta & patrolled 20 miles apart SE of the island. Later AJAX was attacked by Italian torpedo boats AIRONE, ARIEL & ALCIONE. ARIEL & AIRONE were sunk by gunfire from AJAX. The Italian destroyers ARTIGLIERE. AVIERE, CAMICA NERA & GENIERE also attacked AJAX. ARTIGLIERE was heavily hit by AJAX's first two salvoes & was sunk next day by YORK. AJAX was hit by seven 4.7in/4in shells (including 2 on the bridge & 1 in the central stores flat causing a fire which took 3½ hours to extinguish) & suffered 13 killed and 22 wounded. Entered Malta harbour for "quick repairs"

15/10/40
Arr. Alex.

31/10/40
With COVENTRY, PROTECTOR, several minesweepers & tankers left Alex. for Suda Bay with troops 
1/11/40
Arr. Suda Bay & unloaded stores, AA guns & a Battalion of York and Lancaster Regiment. Low level attack by 6 aircraft near missed AJAX

2/11/40
AJAX again near missed during an air attack when leaving Suda Bay in company with COVENTRY 
3/11/40
Arr. Alex. sailing on 4/11/40 
4/11/40
Arr. Port Said

5/11/40
AJAX, CALCUTTA, COVENTRY, SYDNEY & 2 freighters left Port Said for Crete

6/11/40
CALCUTTA & 2 freighters detached to Suda Bay to land stores while AJAX, SYDNEY & COVENTRY sailed to join the MF covering a convoy of 5 ships to Malta

10/11/40
Joined WARSPITE, VALIANT, MALAYA, RAMILLIES, ORION, YORK, GLOUCESTER, ILLUSTRIOUS & 13 destroyers covering a convoy to Malta which arrived the same day. Various units of the MF refuelled at Malta while others covered the passage of 4 empty ships on the first stage of their voyage from Malta to Alex.

11/11/40
MF reformed for attack on Taranto

Night
11 - 12/11/40
ILLUSTRIOUS covered by MF launched a crippling attack on the Italian Fleet at Taranto. AJAX, ORION, SYDNEY, NUBIAN & MOHAWK detached from MF and sailed N to sweep the Straits of Otranto, Corfu area and off Valona while the attack on Taranto was in progress

Early am 

12/11/40
The 5 ships intercepted a convoy of 4 ships escorted the auxiliary cruiser RAMB III and the torpedo boat FABRIZI off Brindisi. The 2 escorts fled but the 4 ships of the convoy, ANTONIO LOCATELLI, CAPO VADO, CATALANI & PREMUDA were sunk. 

13/11/40
The five ships arr. Suda Bay sailing later
14/11/40
AJAX, ORION, SYDNEY, NUBIAN & MOHAWK rejoined the MF arriving Alex later the same day

15/11/40
GLOUCESTER, YORK, ORION, AJAX, SYDNEY left Alex with 4000 troops for Piraeus - Operation BARBARITY

20/11/40 
The 5 cruisers returned to Alex. after an uneventful voyage

23/11/40
WARSPITE, VALIANT, ILLUSTRIOUS, AJAX, ORION, SYDNEY & destroyers left Alex. to cover a convoy to Crete

26/11/40 
Aircraft from ILLUSTRIOUS raided Rhodes

29/11/40 
With MF returned to Alex

     12/40
AJAX, ORION, SYDNEY & 4 destroyers operating in Aegean under command of V.A.L.F. in ORION

6/12/40 
Left Alex with troops for Athens
7/12/40
Arr. Suda Bay
10/12/40
Left Athens en route for Suda

12/12/40
Left Suda for Athens

13/12/40
Arr. Piraeus sailing on 14/12/40

15/12/40
Arr. Suda Bay

16/12/40
VALIANT,   WARSPITE, ILLUSTRIOUS, GLOUCESTER, YORK & 11 destroyers left Alex. as cover to a convoy to Malta

17/12/40
AJAX, ORION, SYDNEY & 4 destroyers left Suda to join MF

Night

18 – 19/12/40
AJAX, ORION, SYDNEY, JANUS, JERVIS, JUNO made a sortie into the Straits of Otranto and along the W. Greek coast, returning to Alex. 20/12/40 covering convoys AN 10 and ME 5 which arr. Alex. 23/12/40

24/12/40 
AJAX at Alex. with MF

31/12/40
Left Alex. as escort to ULSTER PRINCE en route to Suda
1/1/41 
Arr. Suda sailing later in the day
2/1/41 
Arr. Suda sailing later that day & arr. Athens 4/1/41
6/1/41 
Left Athens & arr. Suda 8/1/41
6/1/41
ORION, YORK, BRAMBLELEAF, PEONY, GLOXINIA, HYACINTH & SALVIA left Alex. to join AJAX & PERTH at Suda Bay

8/1/41
ORION, AJAX, YORK & PERTH left Suda Bay to join MF movements associated with the "Excess" convoy (Op ME 6) en route from Gib. AJAX returned to Suda 11/1/41.

11/1/41
Left Suda returning later the same day

12/1/41
Left Suda Bay returning on 13/1/41

15/1/41
Arr. Suda Bay

17/1/41
Left Suda for Alex arriving 18/1/41 
20/1/41
Left Alex. & arr. Suda 21/1/41 
22/1/41
Left Suda returning 23/1/41 
23/1/41
Left Suda & arr Alex. 25/1/41

27/1/41
Left Alex. carrying FAA personnel to Suda arriving 28/1/41
30/1/41
Left Suda returning on 31/1/41 
31/1/41
Left Suda returning on 1/2/41

1/2/41
Left Suda as part of escort to convoy AN 14 & arr. Piraeus 5/2/41

5/2/41
Left Piraeus & arr. Alex. 7/2/41 
12/2/41
Left Alex. & arr. Suda 15/2/41 
16/2/41
Left Suda & arr. Athens 17/2/41

17/2/41
Left Athens with convoys AN 15/AC 1 for Alex. arr. 19/2/41
19/2/41
Left Alex. with troops for Malta (Op MC 8) arriving 21/2/41

21/2/41
Left Malta & arr. Alex. 23/2/41 
28/2/41
Left Alex. & arr. Suda Bay 2/3/41 
2/3/41
AJAX, PERTH, ORION, GLOUCESTER & 4 destroyers left Suda Bay with troops for Greece 
3/3/41
AJAX, PERTH & ORION disembarked troops at Piraeus. Subsequently AJAX, PERTH, ORION, GLOUCESTER & 4 destroyers operated in the Aegean covering the Operation "Lustre" convoys to Greece. 
4/3/41
Left Athens & arr. Alex. 6/3/41

7/3/41
AJAX, PERTH & ORION left Alex. with troops on board and as escorts to convoy AG 3 en route to Suda 
10/3/41
Left Suda & arr. Suez 12/3 sailing later that day

13/3/41
Arr. Alex. - during March (?) the catapult was removed and a quad 2pdr gun mounting fitted in its place while the forward 0.5in MGs were moved aft to port and starboard abreast the mainmast. Six captured Italian single Breda 20mm AA guns were installed (2 on the quarterdeck, 2 on the boatdeck forward of the mainmast & 2 abreast the bridge at upper deck level) 

17 - 20/3/41
Above ships carried troops from Alex. to Suda

21/3/41
AJAX, PERTH, ORION, GLOUCESTER & 4 destroyers left Suda as escort to convoy AN 23 from Alex. to Piraeus

26/3/41
En route to Suda Bay from Piraeus

27/3/41
AJAX, ORION, PERTH, GLOUCESTER, ILEX, HEREWARD, HASTY & VENDETTA left Piraeus with orders to arrive off Gavdo Is. by 06.30 on 28/3/41

28/3/41
BATTLE OF MATAPAN: The above 8 ships were located by Italian aircraft and a pursuit engagement between this force and TRENTO, TRIESTE, BOLZANO & 3 destroyers off Gavdo Is. subsequently took place. Action later broken off by the Italians. The British ships were later attacked by VITTORIO VENETO & 4 destroyers - this action was broken off after an air strike by machines from FORMIDABLE. The 8 British ships joined the MF later 
Night 
28 - 29/3/41
AJAX, ORION, GLOUCESTER, PERTH & 4 destroyers scouted ahead of the MF battleships. Type 79 radar in AJAX located the Italian warships and resulted in the destruction of ZARA & FIUME by WARSPITE, VALIANT & BARHAM

29/3/41
AJAX, PERTH, STUART & GRIFFIN detached from MF en route from Alex to cover "Lustre" convoys in the Aegean

30/3/41
Arr. Athens

31/3/41
Athens to Suda 
7/4/41
AJAX and COVENTRY at Piraeus when CLAN FERGUSON, carrying 250 tons of ammunition, blew up during a German air attack. Both cruisers were undamaged. AJAX returned to Suda 10/4/41 
10/4/41
JERVIS, JANUS, NUBIAN & MOHAWK left Suda Bay en route for Malta. During the night 10 - 11/4/41 their passage was covered by Ajax & PERTH (Operation MBD 3) 
15/4/41
Arr. Suda

17/4/41
Signal from CinC M.F.: 7th C.S. is organised as follows: First Division: ORION, PERTH & AJAX. Second Division: GLOUCESTER & PHOEBE
18/4/41
Left Suda with ORION to join MF covering passage of BRECONSHIRE to Malta & return of 4 empty ships to Alex.
19/4/41
ORION & AJAX in Gulf of Nauplia joined by GLOUCESTER, PHOEBE and HERO at 15.00
Night 
20 - 21/4/41
WARSPITE, VALIANT, BARHAM, GLOUCESTER & 9 destroyers-shelled Benghazi while AJAX, ORION, PERTH & 4 destroyers screened FORMIDABLE
23/4/41 
AJAX arr. Alex. with MF
26/4/41 
Left Alex. at beginning of evacuation of Greece (Op. Demon)
Night
27 - 28/4/41
AJAX & 3 destroyers evacuated 5000 troops from Nauplia & Raftis. Took troops to Suda Bay arriving on 28/4/41
Night 
28 - 29/4/41
AJAX embarked 1700 men including General Sir Bernard Freyberg VC & Rear Admiral H. T. Baille-Groham from Monemvasia. The troops were taken to Suda Bay
30/4/41
Arr. Alex.
6/5/41
WARSPITE, BARHAM, VALIANT, FORMIDABLE, AJAX, ORION, PERTH & 19 destroyers left Alex. to cover 2 convoys (MW 7A & B; Op. MD 4) to Malta and the "Tiger" convoy from Gib. to Alex.
Night 
7 - 8/5/41
AJAX, IMPERIAL, HAVOCK & HOTSPUR detached from MF to shell Benghazi harbour. While returning to MF the 4 ships met the Italian ammunition ships TENACE & CAPITANO CECCHI both of which were sunk
9/5/41
AJAX, ORION, PERTH, DIDO & 5th Destroyer Flotilla met ships of the "Tiger" convoy en route from Gib. to Alex., with MF reinforcements in company, off Malta and escorted them to a rendezvous with the MF
11/5/41
Arr. Alex after numerous air attacks
12/5/41 
Signal from CinC M.F.: "ORION, PERTH & AJAX form 7th C.S."
13/5/41
WARSPITE, VALIANT, AJAX & 8 destroyers left Alex. to cover Operation Tiger (MD 6 & MD 8) during its passage through the Kaso Strait
15/5/41
Arr. Alex.
18/5/41
Force D - AJAX, ORION, DIDO, JANUS, KIMBERLEY, HASTY & HEREWARD - formed at Alex. & sailed later that day to intercept any invasion convoy off Crete

21/5/41
AJAX damaged by a near miss during an air attack S. of Crete

Night

21 - 22/5/41
Force D intercepted an invasion convoy, N. of Canaea, consisting of 2 steamers, 12 caiques & 2 steam yachts - fire from AJAX damaged the Italian torpedo boat LUPO. AJAX rammed & sank a troop carrying barge, damaging her bow in the process
22/5/41
Numerous air attacks as Force D withdrew from the Antikithera Channel. At start of 22/5, DIDO, ORION & AJAX had 30%, 38% & 42% AA ammunition remaining
23/5/41
Force D arr. Alex to refuel and reammunition. The CinC, while endorsing RA (D)’s decision  to withdraw DIDO and the destroyers, considered that ORION and AJAX had sufficient AA ammunition remaining to have stayed on station to support Force C
24/5/41
Signal from CinC M.F.: "AJAX stem fractured and bent over waterline level & forepeak flooded. Slight leakage in portside just abaft collision bulkhead. Ship fit for service in normal sea".

24/5/41
AJAX, DIDO, HOTSPUR, IMPERIAL & ISIS left Alex to counter German landings at Sitra Bay, Crete 

25 - 26/5/41
 Swept through Kaso Strait in search of invasion convoy but found nothing. The 3 destroyers returned to Alex. 27/5/41 

26/5/41
AJAX & DIDO sailed to join FORMIDABLE

27/5/41
At 06.00 AJAX & DIDO were detached to Alex. arriving later that day

28/5/41
AJAX, ORION, DIDO, JACKAL, IMPERIAL, HOTSPUR, HEREWARD & KIMBERLEY left Alex. to evacuate troops from Crete. AJAX damaged by a near miss which started a small fire. Signal from C.S. 7 (20. 16): "AJAX hit has internal fire but carrying on". IMPERIAL also damaged & later abandoned and sunk. 4700 troops embarked at Sphakia & Heraklion. Signal from C.S. 7 (21.53): AJAX returning Alexandria passing Kaso 23.00 28 knots".

29/5/41
Air attacked while en route to Alex. ORION & DIDO badly damaged by direct hits & HEREWARD sunk by bombs. AJAX again damaged by near misses and suffered some flooding and consequently detached to Alex. arriving later that day. In the CinCs opinion, AJAX's damage report to her C.O. was exaggerated and the ship could and should have stayed with Force B. During the battle for Crete AJAX suffered near misses from anti-personnel bombs which perforated the port side of the ship from the bows to the after end of the shelter screen, killing at least six men and severely wounding twenty six others, some of whom subsequently died in hospital in Alex. Near misses by 1000 lb bombs during the same period caused shock damage to AJAX's main engines - this became apparent in August during a run back from a bombardment in support of Tobruk

7/6/41
PHOEBE, AJAX, KANDAHAR, KIMBERLEY, JANUS & JACKAL left Alex. as cover to the assault ship GLENGYLE and her covering destroyers ISIS & HOTSPUR.

Night

7 - 8/6/41
Commando assault from GLENGYLE on an important bridge N of Tyre abandoned because of bad weather

8/6/41
COVENTRY, PHOEBE, AJAX, JANUS, JACKAL & KIMBERLEY patrolling off Syria. Stood by damaged JANUS.

9/6/41
Commandos from GLENGYLE landed and captured the bridge over the River Litani. French submarine CAIMAN just missed AJAX with a torpedo. AJAX, PHOEBE, KANDAHAR & KIMBERLEY sailed for Haifa

14/6/41
Arr. Alex.
26/6/41
Left Alex. returning on 27/6/41
3/7/41
Left Alex. arriving Haifa later that day
4/7/41
NAIAD, AJAX,  KIMBERLEY, HAVOCK & HASTY shelled French positions on the Syrian coast near Beirut. Operation repeated on 5 & 7th of July 1941

22/7/41
VALIANT, QUEEN ELIZABETH, AJAX, LEANDER, PHOEBE & destroyers left Alex. to carry out an operation designed to divert enemy attention from operation "Substance" - an attempt to pass a convoy from Gib. to Malta
22/7/41
Signal from CinC M.F.: "AJAX has not yet been docked but it is anticipated that repairs can be completed at Alexandria. Approx. 14 days required in dock"

23/7/41
Above ships swept waters adjacent to & W of Crete

24/7/41
MF arr. Alex. 24/7 - 20/8/41 At Alex. - repairs effected to obvious battle damage

20/8/41
Left Alex. on patrol returning next day

25/8/41
Arr. Alex. from patrol (date of departure unknown)

26/8/41
Left Alex. returning on 27/8/41

28/8/41
Left Alex. returning on 29/8/41. While returning from this (?) patrol a serious grating noise emanated from the reduction gear case of the starboard inner main engines which, on examination, revealed broken teeth on one pinion which in turn had damaged the main wheel and the other pinion. At Alex. the "culprit" pinion was taken to the repair ship RESOURCE for machining and a complete new set of gearing was ordered to be sent out from the UK. AJAX's artificers worked "round the clock" filing, trimming and honing the teeth of the main wheel and the other pinion. On completion of emergency repairs the Fleet Engineer announced that AJAX was not to exceed 25 knots except in emergency (of which there were many in the succeeding months)

15/9/41
Left Alex. returning on 16/9/41

17/9/41
Left Alex. returning on 20/9/41

22/9/41
Left Alex. returning on 23/9/41. The above movements involving the 7th C.S. were part of Op. Supercharge in which the cruisers AJAX, NEPTUNE & HOBART transferred part of the British 70th Division from Beirut to Alex. The three cruisers then acted as a special covering force to 2 minelayers and eleven destroyers which made 9 trips between Alex. and Tobruk (from 17 - 27/9/41) to replace Australian troops in Tobruk with British forces

26/9/41
Left Alex. in support of Op. Halberd

27/9/41
Arr. Alex.

10/10/41
Left Alex. returning on 11/10/41 

12/10/41
Left Alex. returning on 15/10/41

19/10/41
Left Alex. with HOB ART, GALATEA & 2 destroyers, shelled Tobruk on night of 20th/21st & returned to Alex. 21/10/41

23/10/41
Left Alex. with NEPTUNE & HOBART, shelled a petrol dump in Bardia on night 23rd/24th & returned to Alex. 24/10/41

25/10/41
Left Alex., shelled Bardia, returned 26/10/41

17/11/41
Left Alex., returning 18/11/41

20/11/41
Left Alex., shelled Bardia, returning following day

24/11/41
Force B - NEPTUNE, AJAX, NAIAD, EURYALUS, GALATEA & 4 destroyers left Alex. to intercept 2 enemy ships reported to be at sea. No ships were found & Force B returned to Alex arriving on 26/11/41

26/11/41
Force B - NEPTUNE, AJAX, KINGSTON & KIMBERLEY left Alex. en route for Malta to reinforce Force K. Their passage to Malta was covered by NAIAD, EURYALUS, GRIFFIN & HOTSPUR. At 17.14 that day AJAX was near missed by a torpedo during an attack by 2 Italian aircraft

29/11/41
Force B arr. Malta - before sailing for Malta AJAX had been fitted with 10 Oerliken (corrected to Italian Breda) 20mm guns

30/11/41
Force B (AJAX, NEPTUNE, KINGSTON & KIMBERLEY) and Force K (AURORA, PENELOPE & LIVELY) left Malta to independently search for Italian convoys. Force B found nothing

1/12/41
Force B arr. Malta

2/12/41
Signal from N.O.I.C Malta: "AJAX to be docked on 3/12/41 for bottom cleaning" - probably done after 8/12

5/12/41
Force B (NEPTUNE, AJAX, KINGSTON & KIMBERLEY) left Malta as escort to BRECONSHIRE en route to Alex. KINGSTON & KIMBERLEY escorted BRECONSHIRE to Alex. while NEPTUNE, AJAX, LIVELY rendezvoused with JAGUAR & KANDAHAR on 7/12/41

8/12/41
NEPTUNE, AJAX, LIVELY, JAGUAR & KANDAHAR arr. Malta 
16/12/41
AJAX non-operational at Malta having defects examined (saved her from loss/damage by mines unlike NEPTUNE). AJAX docked at Malta in early December & all four sets of gearing opened up and numerous cracks were found in the pinions and main wheels of three - these were sent to the dockyard for machining. Following a Basin Trial in the presence of senior engineering staff from the Yard the verdict was "AJAX is unfit for operational duties and should be limited to 22 knots".

26/12/41
Left Malta (Op MF 1) as part of escort to convoy ME 8 

29/12/41
Arr. Alex.

30/12/41
Left Alex. in company with FOXHOUND, NESTOR, GURKHA & NAPIER to carry out bombardment of Bardia. 

31/12/41
Opened fire on Bardia at 07.02 firing 34 salvoes of 6in shell ceasing fire at 07.25. Joined by KINGSTON & NIZAM for the return journey to Alex. arriving later same day 

4/1/42
Duty cruiser at Alex. 

10/1/42
CinC Med. Fleet dined aboard AJAX that evening

14/1/42
Signal from CinC M.F.: "Flag of F.O.C. 7th C.S. to be struck on HMS AJAX on 15/1/42 at sunset. AJAX to be administered by F.0.C. 15th C. S. 

22/1/42
Left Alex. 

23/1/42
Arr. Port Said 

24/1/42
Arr. Suez

31/1/42
SS DELIUS arrived with 4 new pinions in her hold for AJAX. However, when the machinery (propulsion units, shafts and bearings) was investigated, it was found to be in such a poor state that it was decided that the cruiser needed a major refit 

19/2/42
Height finding exercise. Deammunitioned during the afternoon -750 6in shells left the cruiser along with pom pom spare parts and some cordite

23/2/42 
Slow speed trials in port

25/3/42
Carried out target practice in Gulf firing the left guns (fitted with sub-calibre) firing a total of 27 rounds in three runs as well as firing one torpedo which was recovered - returned to Suez later that day

27/2/42
Left Suez & arr. Port said that day

28/2/42
Catapult deck oerlikons were removed at Port Said. At 13.10 a floating crane arrived with an aircraft catapult which was installed & the quad 2pdr gun mounting removed

1/3/42
Left Port Said & arr. Suez that day

2/3/42
Left Suez & arr. Aden 5/3/42

5/3/42
Left Aden

9/3/42
Arr. Mombasa sailing later that day 
13/3/42
Arr. Durban sailing on 16/3/42

18/3/42
Arr. Capetown sailing later that day

21/3/42
Arr. Capetown

27/3/42
Left Capetown

4/4/42
Arr. Freetown

5/4/42
Left Freetown 
6/4/42
Arr. Bathurst sailing later that day

14/4/42
Arr. Clyde

20/5/42
Left Clyde arriving at Sheerness on 22/5/42
27/5 - 24/10/42 

Major machinery repairs & refit at Chatham
On completion of refit at Chatham on 24/10/42: 8 - 2pdr AA (2 X 4 - on former boat deck) & 11 - 20mm AA (11 X 1 - one on each side of the bridge on the foredeck; one on each side amidships; one inboard and just forward of each 2pdr mounting; one on each side of the aft superstructure; one on the aft control position & two on the quarterdeck) guns added. The 0. 5 in guns were removed. Type 284 surface warning radar fitted on the LA. DCT on the bridge; surface warning radar Type 272 fitted in lieu of the HA. DCT on the bridge; air warning radar Type 285 fitted on sided HA. DCTs installed in the bridge wings; air warning radar Type 283 fitted on a barrage DCT forward of the bridge. Type 79 air warning radar retained at mastheads. plane and catapult removed and boats moved onto former catapult housing. Radar offices added at the base of the forward tripod mast

24/10/42
Recommissioned at Chatham

6/11/42
At Chatham

8/11/42
Left Sheerness to work up at Scapa prior to service in 12th C.S. Western Mediterranean

9/11/42
Arr. Scapa to work up prior to service with MF

18/12/42
Work up at Scapa completed; sailed to Clyde

22/12/42
Clyde

26/12/42
Arr. Gib. from Clyde

27/12/42
Left Gib. & arr. Algiers 28/12/42

30/12/42
Left Algiers

31/12/42
Joined Force Q at Bone

1/1/43
AJAX hit by a 1000lb bomb from a Ju87 during an air raid on Bone harbour. Two boiler rooms put out of action & one damaged

2/1/43
Further damaged by a near miss during an air raid on Bone

8/1/43
Arr. Algiers 
10/1/43
Left Algiers

13/1/43
Arr. Mers-el-Kebir
17/1/43
Arr. Gib. for temporary repairs to bomb damage 
23/2/43
Left Gib. following completion of temporary repairs

2/3/43
Arr. Bermuda sailing later that day

4/3/43
Arr. New York for permanent repairs to battle damage 
3/43 - 23/10/43
Refitted at New York Navy Base

On completion of refit at New York on 23/10/43: two quad 2pdr AA guns replaced by 8 - 40mm (2 X 4) & their DCTs with air warning radar Type 282.  Four twin 20mm AA guns on Mk.V mountings fitted abreast the bridge & on aft superstructure. Type 284 radar on LA. DCT replaced by Type 285. IFF radar Type 242 fitted on foremast

/43
Arr. Norfolk Va.

2/11/43
Left Norfolk Va. en route for Portsmouth via Bermuda 
4/11/43
Arr. Bermuda sailing again later same day 
8/11/43
Arr. Horta sailing later same day 
9/11/43
Arr. Ponta Delgada sailing later same day 
12/11/43
Arr. Portsmouth. Signal from CinC Portsmouth: "6 weeks will be required for working up programme.  Anticipate ship will be ready to sail about 26/12/43" 
25/12/43
Recommissioned at Portsmouth on completion of refit and later sailed to Scapa to work up 
28/12/43
Scapa undergoing work up until 18/1/44 
20/1/44
Arr. Devonport for rectification of defects 
28/1/44
Left Plymouth en route for Med. 
1/2/44
Arr. Gib. sailing later same day 
2/2/44
Arr. Algiers sailing on 3/2/44 
4/2/44
Arr. Malta sailing later same day 
6/2/44
Arr. Alex. joining 15th C.S. 
15/2/44
Left Alex.

16/2/44
Arr. Port Said sailing later same day & arr. Suez 

27/2/44
Left Suez & arr. Port Said later that day 

28/2/44
Arr. Alex. 

2/3/44
Left Port Said - AJAX damaged by tug when leaving harbour & declared unseaworthy.  She was sailed to Alex. for repairs 

3/3/44
Arr. Alex. for repairs which were completed on 17/3/44 

18/3/44
Left Alex. and arr. Malta 21/3/44 

22/3/44
Left Malta & arr. Naples 23/3/44 

     4/44
Fire support duties at Anzio 

8/4/44
Left Naples en route for Alex. arriving on 10/4/44 

10 - 24/4/44
Guardship at Alex. during a communist inspired mutiny in Greek warships

25/4/44
Port Said sailing on 2/5/44 

Night 

2 - 3/5/44
Shelled Rhodes

5/5/44
Arr. Malta sailing on 7/5/44

8/5/44
Arr. Algiers sailing on 9/5/44

9/5/44
Arr. Gib. sailing on 10/5/44 

13/5/44
Arr. Scapa to work up for D-day landings 

19/5/44
Left Scapa & arr. Clyde 20/5/44 

24/5/44
Left Clyde & arr. Scapa 25/5/44 

30/5/44
Left Scapa & arr. Clyde 31/5/44

4/6/44
Left Clyde for D-day landings

6/6/44
Off Gold Beach, Normandy coast for D-day assault. AJAX was the first ship to open fire on D-day and destroyed her first target, a battery of 6in guns at Longues in 8 minutes - 114 X 6in shells at 12,000 yards 
(Found in 1986 – still there as an example of ‘D’ Day bombardment – direct hits through two of the 5.9” gun ports of the 3 guns)
9/6/44 
Arr. Portsmouth sailing later same day

15/6/44 
Became flagship of F.O. 2nd C.S. at 11.00

21/6/44 
Arr. Portsmouth. Flag of F.O. 2nd C.S. struck at 18.00

22/6/44
Entered Portsmouth Dockyard to have all her 6in guns replaced. AJAX dealt with 56 separate targets between 6 - 21/6/44 & fired a total of 2,587 6in shells in support of the Normandy beachhead
30/6/44 
Portsmouth refitting/giving leave

13/7/44 
Arr. Gib. sailing again 19/7/44 after short docking period

21/7/44 
Arr. Naples sailing on 25/7/44

26/7/44
Arr. Malta sailing again on 6/8/44

8/8/44
Arr. Naples sailing later the same day 
9/8/44
Arr. Malta 
13/8/44
Left Malta for Op. Dragoon

15/8/44
Operation "Dragoon" - AJAX part of Allied naval forces providing fire support for the landings in the Bale de Cavalaire between Cannes and Toulon

17/8/44
AJAX, TERPSICHORE & TERMAGENT covered minesweepers operating off the invasion beaches 
19/8/44
Arr. Propiano sailing again on 23/8/44 
23/8/44
Arr. Naples sailing on 1/9/44

5/9/44
Arr. Maddalena

6/9/44
Arr. Naples

7/9/44
Arr. Malta sailing again on 12/9/44 
13/9/44
Arr. Naples 
11/10/44
Arr. Taranto sailing on 17/10/44 
18/10/44
Arr. Alex.

14/10/44
ORION & AJAX left Malta & arr. Piraeus 15/10/44 
17/10/44
At Athens for Greek Government's re-entry into the city 
     10/44
German garrison of the island of Santorini, N. of Crete surrendered to AJAX 
19/10/44
Left Alex. for Operation Manna - occupation of Aegean Islands and the Greek mainland evacuated by German troops 
27/10/44
Returned to Alex. at end of Operation Manna

9/11/44
Left Alex. en route for Salonika 
11/12/44
Left Salonika en route for Alex. (arr. 12/12/44?)

     12/44
Arr. Piraeus sailing again on 15/12/44 
16/12/44
Arr. Alex sailing again on 17/12/44 
18/12/44
Flag F.O. 15th C.S. transferred from AJAX to ORION 
21/12/44
Shelled E.L.A.S. (Greek communists) near Piraeus 
25/12/44
Mr. Churchill & Mr. Eden went aboard AJAX at Malta. AJAX used as their HQ for several days prior to the Yalta conference
3/1/45
Left Piraeus and arr. Patras 4/1/45 
15/1/45
Left Patras and arr. Piraeus 16/1/45 
21/1/45
Arr. Alex.

27/1/45
Left Alex. and arr. Piraeus 28/1/45 
7/3/45
Left Piraeus

17/4/45
Arr. Alex.

21/4/45
Left Alex. & arr. Piraeus 22/4/45

27/4/45
Arr. Taranto

20/5/45
Left Taranto & arr. Trieste 22/5/45

9/7/45
Left Trieste returning on 16/7/45

19/7/45
Left Trieste & arr. Malta 21/7/45

31/7/45
Left Malta & arr. Naples

2/8/45
Left Naples & arr. Santa Margherita 3/8/45

10/8/45
Arr. Genoa sailing later the same day

11/8/45
Arr. Toulon sailing 12/8/45
13/8/45
Arr. Marseilles sailing later the same day
8/45
Ajax as flag of Admiral Sir John Cunningham, then CinC MF, visited the S. of France to take part in the celebrations commemorating the anniversary of the Allied landings
18/8/45
Left Cannes arriving at Santa Margherita later that day

20/8/45 
Left Santa Margherita & arr. Leghorn later that day

21/8/45 
Arr. Naples sailing on 22/8/45 en route for Malta

8/9/45 
Left Malta & arr. Naples 9/9/45

12/9/45
Left Naples escorted by METEOR & MARNE, carrying the Regent of Iraq from Naples to Istanbul

15/9/45 
Arr. Istanbul. AJAX, METEOR & MARNE were open to the public

19/9/45 
AJAX, METEOR & MARNE left Istanbul en route for Piraeus

23/9/45 
Left Piraeus & arr. Naples 25/9/45

29/9/45
Left Naples & arr. Suda Bay 2/10/45. AJAX was carrying General Sir Bernard Freyberg VC & New Zealand representatives to revisit scenes of the 1941 battles for Greece & Crete

4/10/45 
Left Naples & arr. Malta 5/10/45

10/45 – 1/46
AJAX refitted at Malta

By 1/46: 8 - 2pdr AA (2 X 4) replaced the quad 40mm guns. The two single 20mm guns on the quarterdeck were removed in 1946.

5/1/46
Left Malta to undertake a flag showing cruise of S. America

8/1/46
Arr. Gib.

9/1/46
Left Gib. & arr. Freetown 15/1/46

16/1/46
Left Freetown

23/1/46
Arr. Santos

26/1/46
Left Santos for Rio de Janeiro. Admiral of the Fleet Sir James Somerville hoisted his flag in AJAX

27/1/46
Arr. Rio de Janeiro

6/2/46
Left Rio de Janeiro for Montevideo

11/2/46
Left Montevideo for Buenos Aires

16/2/46
AJAX took up escort duties to HIGHLAND MONARCH en route for Montevideo. HIGHLAND MONARCH embarked 845 crew members of GRAF SPEE who had been interned in Uruguay & Argentina. AJAX escorted HIGHLAND MONARCH to Freetown

25/2/46
Arr. Freetown sailing later same day for Lisbon
5/3/46
HIGHLAND MONARCH embarked a group of German internees at Lisbon prior to sailing to Bilbao
9/3/46
AJAX off Bilbao - HIGHLAND MONARCH entered Bilbao & took on more German internees. AJAX escorted HIGHLAND MONARCH as far as the Needles & then sailed to Devonport while the cargo liner went on to Hamburg
25/3/46
AJAX ready to sail from Chatham for the Mediterranean
1946 - 48
1st Cruiser Squadron, Malta
     7/47
Refitted at Malta

16/2/48
AJAX arr. Chatham & paid off. Preparations made for fitting out AJAX for sale to Chile

Summer 1948
AJAX laid up on the River Fal while the question of eventual sale or demolition was discussed 

    3/49
Sale to Chile cancelled 

    7/49
AJAX's bell presented to Uruguay
8/11/49
Sailed under tow for Newport after sale to Messers J. Cashmore Ltd. for demolition 
10/11/49
Grounded off Newport

18/11/49
AJAX finally tied up at the demolition wharf at Newport 
1950
Demolition completed
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