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BEAT REPORTING

De d ic a te d  Re p orting  on  Wa s te  
& Pla s tic s

Los Angeles Times
In ve s tig a tive  re p orte r foc u s e d  on  e n viron m e n ta l 
a c c ou n ta b ility .

Waste & Plastic Beats
De e p - d ive  c ove ra g e  o f g lob a l s u p p ly c h a in s ,  re c yc lin g  
c la im s , s ta te  la w s  a n d  re g u la tion s , a n d  in d u s tria l im p a c t.

CORE MISSION
Unc ove ring  im pa c tfu l, un to ld  s to rie s  tha t ho ld  
c orpora te  a nd  pub lic  in s titu tions  a c c oun ta b le .
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Ba c kg round  & Orig ins

From  Prim a te  Re s e a rc h  
to  J ou rna lis m

FIG 1.1: FIELD NOTES & PRIMATE RESEARCH SAMPLES

Sc ie n tific  Ca re e r Pa th

Degree in Biological Anthropology
Ac a d e m ic  found a tion  in  b io log ic a l s ys te m s  a nd  
e volu tiona ry s c ie nc e .

Field Research in Venezuela
On- the - g round  inve s tig a tive  s tud y foc us ing  on  
w h ite - fa c e d  s a ki m onke ys .

Behavioral & Hormone Correlation
Qua n tita t ive  a na lys is  c onne c ting  p rim a te  s oc ia l 
b e ha vior d ire c tly  w ith  horm one  le ve ls .

AAAS Fellowship Transition
Aw a rd e d  fe llow s h ip  le a d ing  d ire c tly  to  ne w s room  
re p orting  a t  the  Milwaukee Journal Sentinel .
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Che m ic a l As s e s s m e nt Ana lys is

Industry - funded studies heavily 
influenced government health 
assessments on plastics.
Investigated Bisphenol A (BPA) Health 
Assessments
Com p re he ns ive  re vie w  of 2 50 + live  a n im a l s tud ie s  
e va lua ting  c he m ic a l toxic ity  a nd  e xp os u re  s a fe ty.

9 0 %
Of ove ra ll s tud ie s  s howe d  ha rm

Conflic t o f In te re s t

Of the  10 %  s how ing  no  ha rm , 9 0 %  w e re  
ind us try- fund e d .
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True  inve s tig a tive  
re p orting  re ve a ls  how  
ind us trie s  op e ra te  b e h ind  
c los e d  d oors .

Ke y Inve s tiga tions

● 2015 ExxonMobil Investigation: J o in t  re p ort  
w ith  Colum b ia  Un ive rs ity re ve a ling  
c orp ora te  s tra te g y.

● Arctic Oil Exploration: Re ve a le d  c lim a te  
s c ie nc e  w a s  d ire c tly us e d  for in fra s truc tu re  
p la nn ing  a nd  re s ourc e  e xtra c tion .

● Plastic Industry Policy: Tra c ke d  Ca liforn ia  
p la s tic  b a g  b a n  p us hb a c k a nd  a g g re s s ive  
ind us try lob b ying  e fforts .



Clos ing  Advic e

Good Reporting Relies on Patient 
Sources

Core  Ma nda te

Prioritize impactful, non -promotional narratives 
over quick press releases and marketing pitches.

Sourc e  Guide line s

● Source Quality: Re p orting  is  s tric t ly  on ly a s  
g ood  a s  its  s ou rc ing .

● No PR Pitches: Not looking  for p rod uc t PR, 
p rom otions , o r c orp ora te  m a rke ting .

● Target Systemic Issues: Se e king  d e ra ile d  
la w s , fa ls e  re s e a rc h , or ille g a l w a s te  
s h ip m e n ts .

● The "Uncle Test": Na rra tive  m us t b e  
g e nu ine ly ne w , d iffe re n t, a nd  im p a c tfu l.
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