COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS -
GREEN MOUNTAIN COMPOST
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BAC KG R O U N D * Incoming feedstocks 2024 : 19,786 T

Chittenden Solid Waste District’s
Organic Recycling Facility some of
Green Mountain Compost

* Food scraps4,573T
 Yardwaste 11,234 T
e Manures3,786 T

» Compost production 2024 : ~11,940 cu yd

» Sold in bulk as compost as well as manufactured
topsoil and garden mix.
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COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS AT GREEN MOUNTAIN COMPOST:
A ROUGH TIMELINE
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e 1stLiner Bags e Explosion of e Inundation of e Compostable
Trialed New Products Bad Cutlery Cutlery Ban
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Chittenden Solid Waste District



2007-2008
ATTACK OF THE
TATERWARE

CSWD

Chittenden Solid Waste District




2013-2014
FIELD TRIALS

* 9 BRANDS
« 173 DAYS OF
COMPOSTING




7 . N b7, y
Cafeteria food scraps with

contamination mixed in

Contaminates separated from cafeteria
food waste, different load

ACT 148

e 2012-2020 saw the full
roll-out of Act 148

 Organics collection was
being done for
businesses and residents
that were not previously
seeking out composting
Services.
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COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS BAN*
JANUARY 2022

Reasons Given

* Look-Alikes

* Non-compostability of some items

« Concerns over PFAS

*Liner bags are exception
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COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS AT GREEN MOUNTAIN COMPOST:

A ROUGH TIMELINE

/

e Field Testing

2013

e Food Diversion
Law Fully
Implemented

e 2012-2020
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e Compostable
Products Banned

2022
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e Contamination
Policy Launch

Chittenden Solid Waste District



Load Check

A
CONTAMINATION 4 ¥

P 0 LI CY I N E F F E CT <5% conta:::iiri?: by volume Contaminated
y

'Irncidental Contamination Present?“ { 1
* Medical or HL‘aman Waste 4 ) >10% contamination by volume )
» Personal Hygiene Products >5% <10% contamination by volume Excessive contamination. Subject
» Hazardous Waste or HHW y to removal from facility.
. \, \ V,
* Glass items >3 per ton
» Bagged trash 10 gal or > l 'l'
* Other materials unable to be fincidental Contamination Present? | [ Excessive Contamination h
processed at ORF » Medical or Human Waste
X Load Fine
\, J e Personal Hygiene Products \ y

1 » Hazardous Waste or HHW

* Glassitems >3 per ton

» Bagged trash 10 galor >

e Other materials unable to be
processed at ORF

A

IC Fine No Fine

IC Fine Contaminated Load Fine CSWD

Chittenden Solid Waste District




Contaminant Management & Compost Quality

PROGRESS!




WHERE AND WHEN COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS MAKE SENSE

* In closed, controlled environments
with strong infrastructure and
complete utilization

o Stadiums

 Certain cafeterias/corporate
campuses

* Festivals

* In integrated systems where
hauler 1s also the composter
(and vendor!)

* Compost Now
* Cedar Grove




WHERE AND WHEN COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS MAKE SENSE

« At facilities where sufficient
time, energy, and
infrastructure is available to
sort contamination

* With certain ubiquitous
items:

« PLU stickers
* Liner bags




WHERE AND

WHEN

COMPOSTABLES

DO NOT

MAKE SENSE
Any facility where they
will go through a

depackager




THANK YOU



BUT WHAT IF THINGS
WERE DIFFERENT....?




Throwaway Living

PISPOSABLE ITEMS CUT DOWN HOUSEHOLD CHORES

IMAGE: “THROWAWAY LIVING,” LIFE MAGAZINE, 1955. © TIME INC.
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