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A Roadmap to Solve 

Food Waste



WHO WE ARE

ReFED is a national 

nonprofit working to 

catalyze the food system 

toward evidence-based 

action to stop wasting 

food.

A sustainable, resilient, 

and inclusive food 

system that optimizes 

environmental 

resources, minimizes 

climate impacts, and 

makes the best use of 

the food we grow.

OUR VISION

CAPITAL & INNOVATION

Catalyzing capital to spur 

innovation and scale high-

impact initiatives

COLLECTIVE ACTION

Mobilizing and connecting 

stakeholders to learn, share, 

and collaborate on targeted 

action

BUSINESS INITIATIVES

Enabling waste generator 

adoption of viable solutions 

through measurement, 

advisory, and internal capacity 

building

DATA & INSIGHTS

Leveraging data and 

insights to highlight supply 

chain inefficiencies and 

economic opportunities



The Food Waste Challenge



All food that goes unsold or unused by a business or that goes uneaten at 

home—including food and inedible parts (e.g., peels, pits, bones) that are 

fed to animals, repurposed to produce other products, composted, or 

anaerobically digested. It also includes food that is donated.

What is “Surplus Food?”
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FOOD WASTE

SURPLUS FOOD

RESCUE RECYCLING



31% of all food 
went unsold or 
uneaten in 2023.



WHERE DOES SURPLUS OCCUR:

Majority of Surplus Food Comes from Homes



$782
Annual amount spent per person

on food that is never eaten



WHERE DOES SURPLUS OCCUR:

Fruit and Vegetables Constitute a Third of Surplus



An area the size of 
California and 

New York combined 
(EPA)

As much water as  
7 showers each day for 

everyone in the U.S

Equivalent to driving 
54 million cars
over the year

#1 input to landfills

IMPACTS OF UNEATEN FOOD:

Environmental



Barriers to Addressing
Food Waste

● Misalignment of costs and benefits

● Low cost of food and disposal

● Disaggregated supply and demand 

information and data gaps

● Competing cultural priorities and 

expectations

● Organizational silos

● Low priority and capacity within food 

industry to monitor and make change



Food Loss & Waste Solutions

PREVENT RESCUE RECYCLE







REFED INSIGHTS ENGINE:

The System Tool Driving Change

Understand the Problem
Visit the Food Waste Monitor

Explore the Solutions
Visit the Solutions Database

Find Solution Providers
Visit the Solution Provider Directory

Calculate Impact
Visit the Impact Calculator

Track Capital
Visit the Capital Tracker

Review Policies
Visit the Policy Finder

190,000
users

Launch Insights Engine

6 countries
requested 
international IE

https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-database
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-provider-directory
https://insights-engine.refed.org/impact-calculator
https://insights-engine.refed.org/capital-tracker
https://policyfinder.refed.org/
https://insights-engine.refed.org/food-waste-monitor
https://insights-engine.refed.org/food-waste-monitor
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-database
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-database
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-provider-directory
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-provider-directory
https://insights-engine.refed.org/impact-calculator
https://insights-engine.refed.org/impact-calculator
https://insights-engine.refed.org/capital-tracker
https://insights-engine.refed.org/capital-tracker
https://policyfinder.refed.org/
https://policyfinder.refed.org/
https://insights.refed.com/












Stay Connected!

@refed

@refed_official

refed.org

Questions/Feedback: insights@refed.org

mailto:insights@refed.org
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