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WHO WE ARE

ReFED is a national
nonprofit working to
catalyze the food system
toward evidence-based
action to stop wasting
food.

OUR VISION

A sustainable, resilient,
and inclusive food
system that optimizes
environmental
resources, minimizes
climate impacts, and
makes the best use of
the food we grow.

DATA & INSIGHTS

Leveraging data and
insights to highlight supply
chain inefficiencies and
economic opportunities

CAPITAL & INNOVATION

Catalyzing capital to spur
innovation and scale high-
impact initiatives

BUSINESS INITIATIVES

Enabling waste generator
adoption of viable solutions
through measurement,
advisory, and internal capacity
building

COLLECTIVE ACTION

Mobilizing and connecting
stakeholders to learn, share,
and collaborate on targeted
action



The Food Waste Challenge



What is “Surplus Food?”

All food that goes unsold or unused by a business or that goes uneaten at
home—including food and inedible parts (e.g., peels, pits, bones) that are
fed to animals, repurposed to produce other products, composted, or
anaerobically digested. It also includes food that is donated.

SURPLUS FOOD

RESCUE RECYCLING FOOD WASTE

Food Animal Biomaterial/ Co/anaerobic Controlled Land - Refuse/
— Pestion compost Combustion Al Landfil Discards
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FOOD WASTE

63M Tons 31% Of all fOOd
went unsold or

237M f ;;’;{‘E.Ii:}:;cu::

Tons of Food . / . DONATED FOOD
in U.S. = - 175M Tons

uneaten in 2023.

EATEN FOOD
[Exe. D i

163M Tons
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WHERE DOES SURPLUS OCCUR:
Majority of Surplus Food Comes from Homes

FARMS MANUFACTURING 5556 % CONSUMER-FACING BUSINESSES £ \ HOMES
17.6M Tons 13.2M Tons S 17.2M Tons " 26M Tons
24% | s138B 18% | S41.98 23% | $175.78B 35% | $151.38B

CONSUMER-FACING BUSINESSES INCLUDE:

RETAIL 4.4M Tons | 26% | $28.78

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANTS 5.8M Tons | 34% | $70.48
LIMITED SERVICE RESTAURANTS 2.5M Tons | 14% | $26.68
OTHER FOODSERVICE* 4.4M Tons | 26% | $50B
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Annual amount spent per person
on food that is never eaten

W ReFED



WHERE DOES SURPLUS OCCUR:

Fruit and Vegetables Constitute a Third of Surplus

FROZEN
2.3% &Y

BREADS & BAKERY

3.2%
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43.7%

//
/
:/
4

of surplus food
comes from
perishable items

READY-TO-DRINK

PREPARED FOODS

20.2%

DAIRY & EGGS

12.7%

DRY GOODS

, 9.5%

FRESH MEAT &
SEAFOOD

4.6%

rce: ReFED/2023 Data (Published Feb 2025)



IMPACTS OF UNEATEN FOOD:
Environmental

]

Equivalent to driving A0/ o As much water as
54 million cars (i::i = ,_() - 16 /O 7 showers each day for
over the year i= (r U.5. GHG of U.S. everyone in the U.S
=missions

Freshwater Use

#1 input to landfills

A he size of
e 16% () 24%

of U.S. of Landfill Inputs

New York combined
(EPA) Cropland Use (EPA Estimate)
(EPA Estimate)

Source: ReFED/2023 Data (Publiched Feb 2025)

ReFED



Barriers to Addressing
Food Waste

e Misalignment of costs and benefits
Low cost of food and disposal
Disaggregated supply and demand
information and data gaps

e Competing cultural priorities and
expectations
Organizational silos

e Low priority and capacity within food
industry to monitor and make change
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Food Loss & Waste Solutions

>

PREVENT RESCUE RECYCLE
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Action Areas
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WHAT'S NEEDED

$15.9B

INVESTMENT ANNUALLY
$3.6B eusuic
SI0B  erware
S2.2B eritanthroPIC

40+

SOLUTIONS

IMPACT PER YEAR

WASTE
REDUCTION

0 $608B NET FINANCIAL BENEFIT
5T cations inwarer savines
18.8M @

ANNUAL FOOD WASTE <3 79 M MT CO2e EMISSION REDUCTION
DIVERSION (TONS) =8 POTENTIAL

5 O K JOBS CREATED THROUGH FULL
SOLUTION IMPLEMENTATION



REFED INSIGHTS ENGINE:
The System Tool Driving Change

Understand the Problem
Visit the Food Waste Monitor p

Explore the Solutions
Visit the Solutions Database »
R 190,000
Find Solution Providers
Visit the Solution Provider Directory b users

Calculate Impact
Lt Visit the Impact Calculator »

W 6 countries

Track Capital = reqliested
@\ Visit the Capital Tracker »

international IE
Review Policies
Visit the Policy Finder »
Launch Insights Engine
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https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-database
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-provider-directory
https://insights-engine.refed.org/impact-calculator
https://insights-engine.refed.org/capital-tracker
https://policyfinder.refed.org/
https://insights-engine.refed.org/food-waste-monitor
https://insights-engine.refed.org/food-waste-monitor
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-database
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-database
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-provider-directory
https://insights-engine.refed.org/solution-provider-directory
https://insights-engine.refed.org/impact-calculator
https://insights-engine.refed.org/impact-calculator
https://insights-engine.refed.org/capital-tracker
https://insights-engine.refed.org/capital-tracker
https://policyfinder.refed.org/
https://policyfinder.refed.org/
https://insights.refed.com/

73.9 million Surplus Food Tons-

were generated in All Sectors ~ across All States ~ in 2023 ~
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@ Landfill
24.2M Tons - 32. 7%

HILF &
EQ 41
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@ Composting
128 Tons - 16.3%

@ Animal Feed
8050 Tons - 10.9%
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§ Sewer
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ANMUAL FOOD WASTE DIVERSION

FOTENTIAL OF FOOD WASTE

SOLUTIENE

TONS RPN OFRORTUNITY
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Optenize The Enhance Product Maximize Produdt Strengthen Food
Harvist Distribaiteon lanagemant thon REsoiss
FRIVIMTION MO EICYILING
IMPACT METRIC:
Met § ﬂ Total Emissions (CO2e)  Methane  Water  Meals  Jobs ¥ HIDEFILTERS A
STAKEHOLDERS: DATA VIEW: FOOD TYFE CAMITAL TYFE STATES:
All Stakehelders ~  Total ~ Al Food Types ~ Al Capital Types ~ Al States ~
ACTHON AREA FOLUTION MAME FOO0 WAKTH DIVIRION T AMMUAL INSTRIRBENT EIQUIRTS
Centralized Composting 11.7M Toms 3 238K VW DETARS 3
Centralized Anaerabic Digestion 4.0 Tars % 0FIM iy ]
— ——
Co-Digestion At Wastewater Treatment Plants i 3.E3M Tans 4 Bdam il BT ¥




= ) Impact Calculator
fm ) 'mp

iate the environmental and 11 Impacts ¢

MITHOOOLOGY

EDIT SELECTIONS (f

NG Impact Results DOWNLOAD RESULTS

SICTOR
Farm IMPACT METRIC

Methane Water Meals ABOUT Ty
FOOD Tyt TOOL
Progduce

=

INPUT UNITS 0 Total Lifecycle Emissions Footprint s
Tons

| mnwwrwvesconano 1 v |
169,063 54,977 114,085

Metric tons of COz¢ Metric tons of COze Metric tons of CO2¢ avoided
fQUALS tQuAL QUaLS
430.18 139.89 290.29
Million miles driven by an average Million miles driven by an average Million miles driven by an average
ﬁ gasoline-powered passenger vehicle gasoline-powered passenger vehicle gasoline-powered passenger vehicle
MPACT
CALCULATOR

COZE EMISSIONS

CURRENT SCENARIO

EQUIVALENCY METRIC

Mies Driven v
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From Surplus
to Solutions:

2025 ReFED U.S. Food Waste Report

AVAILABLE NOW!




The 2026
©® ReFED Food Waste

Solutions Summit

May 19-21, 2026 < Charlotte, NC

H#HFoodWasteSummit26




Stay Connected!

@ x

@refed

©® @

@refed_official

refed.org

Questions/Feedback: insights@refed.org
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