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Grants Overview

MPCA offers grants across many topic areas. Some RFPs focus specifically on 
reuse, including reusable foodware, rental and swap programs, repair initiatives, 
and building material reuse.

Recent and current RFP focus areas:

• Waste Reduction and Reuse

• Sustainable Built Environment

• Waste reduction, reuse, recycling, or composting projects in Greater Minnesota

• Environmental Assistance (EA) Grants and Loans



Waste Reduction and Reuse

FY2022-2023: 
Funding supported two pilot rounds of Waste Reduction and Reuse 
Grants, demonstrating strong statewide interest and demand for 
additional support.

FY2024-2025: 
In 2023 the Legislature allocated one-time funding for waste reduction 
and reuse. This supported two additional statewide solicitations rounds.

2025 Grant Round: 
• 27 applications received
• Over $4.75 million requested
• Just over $1 million awarded
• Seven projects funded

Examples of eligible project types:
• Establishing reuse rooms
• Training repair workers
• Implementing reusable foodware 

systems
• Reducing waste through 

manufacturing process changes

Recent Grantees:
• 2025: Zeitgeist Center for Arts and 

Community; Two Rivers High School
• 2024: Grandma’s Marathon; 

Minneapolis Toy Library

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/zeitgeist-center-for-arts-and-community-two-rivers-high-school-among-recipients-of-1-million-in-mpca
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/zeitgeist-center-for-arts-and-community-two-rivers-high-school-among-recipients-of-1-million-in-mpca
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/zeitgeist-center-for-arts-and-community-two-rivers-high-school-among-recipients-of-1-million-in-mpca
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-grants-1-million-for-waste-reduction-reuse
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-grants-1-million-for-waste-reduction-reuse
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-grants-1-million-for-waste-reduction-reuse


Sustainable Built Environment
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Examples of eligible project types:
• Establishing diversion and reuse programs
• Deconstruction training
• Grants supporting deconstruction efforts
• Building material reuse
• Relocating structures for reuse

Recent Grantees: 
MPCA invests over $2.4 million to support 
sustainable building and material management 
efforts in Minnesota

FY2022-2023: 
State Environmental Assistance (EA) funding supported a 
pilot round of Sustainable Built Environment Grants, 
demonstrating strong statewide interest in building 
material reuse and management.

2024 Grant Round:
• 12 applications received
• Over $3.2 million requested
• Just over $2 million awarded
• Eight projects funded

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-grants-support-sustainable-building-efforts
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-grants-support-sustainable-building-efforts
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-grants-support-sustainable-building-efforts


Greater Minnesota

Ongoing Support:
The State of Minnesota has long provided grants to Greater Minnesota 
projects that advance waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting.

FY2025 Grant Round:
9 eligible applications received
Nearly $1.5 million requested
$1 million awarded
Six projects funded
Examples of eligible project types:
Reducing waste and improving collection of traditional recyclables
Reusing bulky items such as construction materials or mattresses
Expanding local reuse and recycling infrastructure

Recent Grantees:
2025: MPCA invests $1 million to expand waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting across Greater Minnesota
2024: Red Lake Tribal Nation constructed a reuse facility and enhanced recycling collection
2023: Lincoln County built a new reuse and recycling facility, including staffing to operate the program

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-invests-1-million-increase-waste-reduction-reuse-recycling-composting-greater-mn
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-invests-1-million-increase-waste-reduction-reuse-recycling-composting-greater-mn
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/mpca-invests-1-million-increase-waste-reduction-reuse-recycling-composting-greater-mn


Upcoming Environmental Assistance Grants & Loans

• Revolving loan fund; available dollars vary as past recipients repay their loans
• Supports capital purchases (e.g., machinery, equipment) to advance technologies or processes

Environmental Assistance (EA) Grants
A new RFP is expected in early 2026, with funding anticipated to support reuse-related projects... stay tuned!

Environmental Assistance (EA) Loan Program

Loan amounts:
• No minimum amount (MPCA uses 

discretion for very small loans)
• Up to $600,000  maximum
• Repayment period: up to 7 years

Priority is given to projects focused on:
• Green chemistry
• Pollution prevention
• Source reduction
• Recycling
• Organics recycling
Example: purchasing a commercial dishwasher to support a 
reuseable foodware system

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/grants-loans-and-contracts
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/grants-and-loans/environmental-assistance-loans


Thank you!

Alison Cameron
Alison.cameron@state.mn.us
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