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Origin stories

• Plastic waste 
management 
(landfill vs 
incineration)

• “Advanced” 
recycling

• Product bans and 
misinformation 
(e.g., cleanliness)

• Climate pollution



Origin stories

• Plastics laws: SB 
343, SB 54, etc.

• U.N. plastics treaty



Origin stories

• Solutions: repair, 
reuse, zero-waste, 
“circular economy”



Pivots

• What does the 
circular economy 
mean?



Research

• “‘Circular economy’ 
discourse in the U.N. 
plastics treaty negotiations

• 700+ submissions during 
INC-1, INC-3, and INC-5.2, 
plus interviews

• The circular economy as a 
“floating signifier”



Reporting and the media today

• Fewer journalists, less funding

• Plastics treaty fatigue

• Waste issues not as prominent



Challenges

• Opacity of the plastics, recycling industries

• Hard to speak with industry

• Poor access to recycling facilities

• Covering solutions

• Too many PR pitches

• Minor fixes vs. systemic change

• Finding the narrative



Looking forward

• EPR: Oregon lawsuit knock-on effects

• California laws: SB 343, SB 54

• Plastics litigation (e.g., public nuisance 
claims, consumer deception)

• EU circular economy initiatives

• U.N. treaty?
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