


Changing 
Social Norms

“Ralphs Grocery first plastic bag” 
by jericl cat, CC BY 2.0

Reusable 
carryout bags 
today

First plastic “t-shirt” 
grocery bags in 1979

https://www.flickr.com/photos/79761301@N00/2136344888
https://www.flickr.com/photos/79761301@N00/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/79761301@N00/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


5 Sustainable Actions

1 Measurable Benefit

1 Cost Savings

njsbr.org



When Reuse is 
the Business

Refill stores
Upcycled products
Thrift stores
Resale



When Reuse is a Business Practice



Environment

Design

Breakeven Point

Market Share

Communication



Lessons Learned

Source: Plastics News, “Messe Düsseldorf, Borealis aim to improve circularity one cup at a time,” October 13, 2025.
Photos used with publisher permission for this presentation.



Method:
BYO Cup

Annual Savings



Method:
Customer Return



Method: Reusable Tracking



Results
N J S B R  B u s i n e s s  Wa ste  
D i ve rs i o n  E st i m ate



Katie.Greer@dep.nj.gov

Like & follow us!

dep.nj.gov/sustainability

Contact

Chief,
NJDEP Bureau of 
Sustainability

Katie Greer

@newjerseydep @nj.dep

Upcoming Free Webinars:
• NJ Wastewise
• Restaurant Sustainability w/  NJRHA

https://www.facebook.com/newjerseydep
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDEP
https://www.instagram.com/nj.dep/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2C01lO4mVInYzqqwevFvSw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newjerseydep

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12

