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It may seem there’s been a pause in activity in the Becoming One Body Accessibility

Project, but actually there has been significant progress made in the last several months. 

 

First, an update on the Capital Campaign: We already have $3.8 million pledged to the

Becoming One Body Capital Campaign. Thank you to our campaign chairs, Josh and

Susy Hendrickson and David and Lisa Hardy, and most of all, thank you to everyone

who has participated so generously to this campaign, both with money and time.

Having 85 percent of the $4.5 million campaign goal at this point is amazing (and it is

certainly not too late to contribute)! All the funds contributed over the last several years

toward the project are being held in a designated, interest-bearing account until needed.

 

Matheny Goldmon Architects and Interiors have been working to complete the detailed

construction documents, which they intend to deliver next week. 

Fite Building Company, our contractor for the project, was the unanimous choice of the

Accessibility Committee, the Building and Grounds Committee, and the Vestry. Fite will

be working throughout the month of May refining their final pricing proposal and

working with subcontractors and material suppliers. Early in June we hope to have a

formal contract with Fite, which will allow us to break ground before the end of June! 

 

Construction is projected to take 18 months. In the end, we will have all of our space

accessible for all people while maintaining the beauty of our historic church. If you

have any questions or comments please contact me. 

 

Jerry Nutt ( jerry.nutt@gmail.com) 

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  U P D A T E



Fol lowing an extensive  nat ional  search
and an intensive  se lect ion process ,  
we  are  exci ted  to  introduce  Aaron Tan
as  our next  Director of  Music .  After
complet ing his  Doctorate  of  Musical  Arts  
(DMA)  degree  from the  Eastman School  of  
Music  in  just  a  few days ,Aaron wi l l  begin  
the  process  of  re locat ing to  Huntsvi l le  and
wil l  assume his  dut ies  August  1 s t  af ter 
fulf i l l ing several  commitments .  Hopeful ly,
that  includes  a  l i t t le  t ime to  re lax af ter a  
r igorous  academic  and
concert  schedule .
 
Aaron’s  f i rs t  exposure  to  Nat ivi ty 
came over a  decade  ago  when he  
played a  reci ta l  as  part  of  our Friends  
of  Music  concert  ser ies .  That  posi t ive  experience  and his  fond
memories  ofour church,  our f ine  organ,  and our welcoming
hospi ta l i ty prompted him to  apply for our posi t ion very soon af ter
the  vacancy was  announced in  the  music  world .  And we are  so
thankful !
 
We can hardly wai t  for our ent ire  parish  and the  Huntsvi l le  music
community to  learn what  the  search committee  and the  choir a lready
know:  Aaron i s  except ional ly g i f ted ,  and i s  dedicated  to  the  integral
role  of  music  in  worship  at  Nat ivi ty.  W hen the  search committee
began i t s  work ,  the  primary goal  was  to  f ind the  best  person poss ible
to  cont inue our decades  long tradi t ion of  music  excel lence .  Without  a
doubt ,  we  have  done that .  We a lso  found a  kind and caring person
who wi l l  help  lead  us  a l l  to  a  deeper,  more  meaningful  spir i tual  l i fe .
Thanks  be  to  God.
 
Fun fact  about  Aaron Tan:  pr ior to  refocusing his  career on music ,  he
earned a  PhD in  Materia ls  Science  and Engineering from the
Univers i ty of  Michigan.  He should  feel  r ight  a t  home here  in
Huntsvi l le !  To learn more  and to  hear some examples  of  his
musicianship ,  go  to :  aarontan.org.  Prepare  to  be  impressed .

-Patr ick Robbins

D I R E C T O R  O F  M U S I C
Aaron Tan



P A R I S H  E N G A G E M E N T

Calling all parents of young
children! This group meets on
the 2nd Monday of every month.
Free childcare and dinner for the
kids are provided. Moms meet in
Club 56 and Dads meet in the
Welcome Center.  This month’s
meeting is May 12th from 5:30-
7pm.

PARENTS OF
YOUNG CHILDREN

Men’s Breakfast
Join us for the Men’s Breakfast group on
Tuesday, May 13th at 7:00am. All are
welcome for food and fellowship!  



P A R I S H  E N G A G E M E N T

The 2025 Women’s Retreat will be themed
“Faith Reflections Through Arts, Crafts, and
Fellowship”. The cost for the retreat is expected
to be $150 per person and it will be hosted at St.
Mary’s in Sewanee.  Registration coming soon!



P A R I S H  E N G A G E M E N T
Lunch Bunch

The  Lunch Bunch is a group,
usually ages 55+ who enjoy food,
fellowship, and outreach
projects.  Click HERE to let us
know you are coming or call the
church office 256-533-2455.

C U R S I L L O

CNW

Join the Nativity women
Sunday, May 25  at 5pm at
Casa Blanca on Bailey Cove
Road! 

th

https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/97dd8cfa-9f32-42a0-9e8c-0ed869d37dcc
https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e52ec20a-e789-46c6-af80-79ec092861c0


OUTREACH

Sawyerville Swimsuits 
We are collecting swimsuits and
beach towels for Sawyerville
Summer Day Camp. Please place
donations in the marked bin in
Ridley Hall.

Click HERE to give!  “Our theme this year for Sawyerville Summer Camp
will be ‘Thanks be to God’, where we will examine and practice gratitude-
gratitude for creation, friendships, family, answered prayers, and even
challenges. Thanks be to God for 32 years of Sawyerville, and thanks be to
God for YOU”



OUTREACH

Cereal for First Stop

During the month of May, the
children and youth will collect
boxes of cereal and shelf stable
milk for First Stop breakfast.
Please place donations in the
marked bin in Ridley Hall.



OUTREACH
The Outreach Committee is very happy to announce the recipient of the
2025 Greene Street Market Grant, ShowerUp Huntsville. $25,000 will be
used to purchase a Laundry Trailer. The laundry trailer will have 3
washers and 3 dryers. This will be the first laundry trailer in Huntsville. 

For individuals experiencing homelessness and poverty, the struggle
goes beyond securing shelter or food-it extends to basic hygiene and
cleanliness. While ShowerUp has been restoring dignity through mobile
shower services, there remains a critical gap: access to clean clothing.

We are excited about this additional ministry for our city. ShowerUp
currently provides showers for over 500 individuals a month, nearly all
of whom would benefit from access to clean clothing.
We want to thank you for shopping at the Greene Street Market. 

Outreach Committee & The Greene Street Market Board 
-Michael Shipley 



Celebrate Community and Creation: Support Local Food at Greene Street
Market

As the weather warms and
nature awakens around us,
we have a wonderful 
opportunity to reconnect 
with both our community
and the earth — by buying
fresh, local food at
Greene Street Market.
While the Bible doesn’t 
directly command us to
 "buy local," it speaks
profoundly about the relationship between land, food, and people. Scripture
emphasizes stewardship of the earth and the importance of fellowship — both
of which are beautifully nurtured when we support local farmers and artisans.
The Greene Street Market offers a place to strengthen relationships, build
community, and care for creation in meaningful ways.

Why Buy Local? Environmental Stewardship

Choosing local food is an act of stewardship. It helps reduce environmental
impacts in several important ways:

Lower Carbon Footprint: Local food doesn’t have to travel thousands of
miles to reach your plate, cutting down on transportation emissions
significantly.
Water Conservation: Research from Iowa State University shows that local
growers typically use 10% less water compared to large commercial farms —
a meaningful difference in conserving this precious resource.
Reduced Packaging Waste: Without the need for heavy shipping and
grocery store handling, local produce usually comes with minimal
packaging, helping to cut down on plastic and waste.

S T E W A R D S H I P  O F  C R E A T I O N

Continued.............

by Stacia Williams



Building Community through Local Connections

Beyond the environmental impact, buying local food strengthens the social fabric
of our community. At Greene Street Market, you have the chance to meet the
farmers who grow your food, hear their stories, and support their hard work
directly. As these relationships grow, so does your confidence in the food you eat —
knowing not only where it comes from, but also the care with which it has been
grown.

Taste the Difference

Local food isn’t just better for the planet and the community — it’s better for your
taste buds too! Because it’s harvested at peak ripeness and sold soon after, local
produce bursts with flavor. Plus, eating seasonally means you’re enjoying fruits and
vegetables when they are naturally at their best.

Join Us at Greene Street Market

The good news is that Greene Street Market is open from May to October, every
Thursday afternoon. It’s a wonderful way to enjoy fellowship with your neighbors,
support local farmers, and care for God’s creation — all while enjoying delicious,
fresh food.



READ MORE

NATIVITYNATIVITYNATIVITY
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Ro w a n  G a f f o r d  w i l l  b e  p u r s u i n g  a n
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  i n  P r e - L a w  a t  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f
M i s s i s s i p p i ,  O l e  M i s s !  H e r  f a v o r i t e  N a t i v i t y
m e m o r y  i s  w h e n  s h e  l e a r n e d  h o w  t o  b e  a
t h u r i f e r !  

ROWAN GAFFORD

LUKE HAM

L u ke  H a m  i s  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  B u c k h o r n
H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  w i l l  a t t e n d  A u b u r n
Un i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  m a j o r i n g  i n
E l e c t r i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g !  H i s  f a v o r i t e
N a t i v i t y  i s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  E v e
s e r v i c e s !

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.
-Jeremiah 29:11



READ MORE
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S y d n e y  Jo h n s o n  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  H o n o r s
C o l l e g e  a t  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a b a m a  i n  t h e
f a l l !  H e r  f a v o r i t e  N a t i v i t y  m e m o r y  i s  g o i n g  o n
t h e  w h i t e w a t e r  r a f t i n g  t r i p  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l !  

SYDNEY JOHNSON

EAMONN O’HALLORAN
E a m o n n  O ’ H a l l o r a n  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g
A u b u r n  Un i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  m a j o r i n g
i n  c o m p u t e r  e n g i n e e r i n g !  H e  s a y s ,
“ N a t i v i t y  h a s  b e e n  m y  c h u r c h  h o m e  f o r
m y  e n t i r e  l i f e .  F r o m  t h e  n u r s e r y  t o
S u n d a y  s c h o o l  a n d  V B S ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
N a t i v i t y  h a v e  s h o w n  m e  l o v e  a n d  b e e n  a
p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  m y  l i f e .  T h e
m e m o r i e s  t h a t  I  h a v e  a n d  t h e  t h i n g s  I ’ v e
l e a r n e d  w i l l  b e  w i t h  m e  m y  w h o l e  l i f e . ”



READ MORE
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F i n o l a  O ’ H a l l o r a n  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  A u b u r n
Un i v e r s i t y,  m a j o r i n g  i n  s o c i o l o g y !  F i n o l a  s a y s ,
“ T h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  a n d  N a t i v i t y  h a v e  b e e n
a  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  m y  l i f e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l
f o r m a t i o n .  I ’ v e  l o v e d  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s
c h u r c h  c o m m u n i t y.  I t ’ s  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  I
l e a r n e d  a b o u t  G o d ’ s  l o v e  a n d  h o w  t o  b e  a
p e r s o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I ’ m  s o  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  m e m o r i e s ,  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p s  t h a t
h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  c h u r c h . ”

FINOLA O’HALLORAN

LILLIAN RETZKE
L i l l i a n  Re t z ke  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e
Un i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a b a m a  i n  t h e  f a l l ,
p u r s u i n g  a  d e g r e e  i n  N u r s i n g  a n d  a
p o s t g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  a s  a  C e r t i f i e d
Re g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  A n e s t h e t i s t  ( C R N A ) !
H e r  f a v o r i t e  N a t i v i t y  m e m o r y  i s  g o i n g
o n  t h e  s k i  t r i p  i n  h e r  s e n i o r  y e a r !  



READ MORE
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S a m  R i c e  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f
A l a b a m a  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  m a j o r i n g  i n  F i n a n c e  a n d
M a r ke t i n g  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  s p o r t s  m a n a g e m e n t !
S o m e  o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  N a t i v i t y  m e m o r i e s
i n c l u d e  V B S  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r s !  

SAM RICE

THOMAS WELLS
T h o m a s  We l l s  i s  a t t e n d i n g  Vi r g i n i a  Te c h
t o  s t u d y  M e c h a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g !  We  a r e
s o  t h a n k f u l  f o r  T h o m a s ’  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  c a n n o t  w a i t  t o
e v e r y t h i n g  h e  a c h i e v e s !  

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.
-Jeremiah 29:11



N A T I V I T Y  C H I L D R E N



N A T I V I T Y  Y O U T H

Would you like to provide dinner
for EYC? Sign up HERE. Message

Madi for more details
mbellcolpack@nativity-hsv.org

https://forms.gle/2CR5g11G5KntLTJr8
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AADAC2EA4F5C16-50822019-eycdinner#/


N A T I V I T Y  Y O U T H

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AADAC2EA4F5C16-54089592-studyquiet
https://signup.com/go/pUSyvCc


MARCH VESTRY
MINUTES

CLICK HERE

https://irp.cdn-website.com/bcd15418/files/uploaded/3_March_2025_Vestry_Meeting_Minutes.pdf


The Episcopal Church of the Nativity
208 Eustis Avenue SE  Huntsville, AL 35801
256.533.2455 Fax: 256.533.2374
nativity-hsv.org

2025 Altar Flower Dedications
Available Dates:    Sept 7, 28, Nov 23, 30, Dec 7, 28

           Your Name:______________________________________            
Phone #: ________________________________________
Dates requested: __________________________________

Name(s) for dedication: ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

_

Please choose one: 
__ in loving memory of…  __in thanksgiving for…  

__in celebration of…          __in honor of...
 

Will you share this dedication? ___YES ___NO       Can we list your name in the bulletin? ___ YES  ___NO
 

Dedications are $40 
Make check payable to: 

Nativity Flower Guild and mail your check along with this form to:
Andrea Vandervoort

434 Locust Ave. Huntsville, AL 35801
Questions? Call Andrea: 256-539-2673

 

http://nativity-hsv.org/

