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Holy Week begins on April 13, with Palm Sunday, as we remember Jesus
entering Jerusalem and being hailed as king. We begin with the blessing of
palm branches, representing the palms that would have been laid down
before Jesus. This festive service takes a somber turn during the reading of
the Passion Gospel, which serves as a foreshadowing of the events to come. 
 
Maundy Thursday begins what is known as the “Triduum,” meaning the
“Great Three Days,” as these are the most significant days in the Christian
calendar. “Maundy,” meaning commandment, calls to mind Jesus’
commandment for us to love and serve one another. Jesus demonstrated this
by washing the feet of his disciples. During this service, those who wish will
have the opportunity to participate in the foot washing ceremony. This
service also commemorates the Lord’s Supper, as we remember it was on this
night that Jesus instituted the sacrament of his body and blood. Following the
Eucharist, the altar is stripped, remembering that Jesus was stripped of his
garments. 
 
Good Friday is a quiet and solemn day, as we remember Jesus’ crucifixion.
John’s Passion Gospel will be read, and we will pray the Solemn Collects.
There will also be time for personal reflection before the cross. 
 
Holy Saturday is the day we remember Jesus in the tomb... until the time of
the Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday evening. On this night, the congregation
enters the church in darkness as though we were entering the tomb. The
Paschal Candle (representing the light of Christ) leads the way into the
church and the Exsultet, one of the oldest liturgical texts, is sung. Several
readings follow, as we hear of God’s saving deeds in history. Baptism is part of
this service, as it was the primary day for baptism in the ancient Church.
Following baptism, the lights come on, the organ strikes up, joy abounds, and
the first Eucharist of Easter is celebrated. Many regard this service as the
holiest one of the year as we witness the resurrection of Christ and pass over,
with him, from death to life. 
 
Easter Day continues the celebration of the Resurrection the next morning as
we herald the good news of the Gospel with the words, “Alleluia. Christ is
risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.”

-Mother Melissa

H o l y  W e e k  



P A R I S H  E N G A G E M E N T

Calling all parents of young
children! This group meets on
the 2nd Monday of every month.
Free childcare and dinner for the
kids are provided. Moms meet in
Club 56 and Dads meet in the
Welcome Center.  This month’s
meeting is April 14th from 5:30-
7pm.

PARENTS OF
YOUNG CHILDREN

Men’s Breakfast
Join us for the Men’s Breakfast group on
Tuesday, April 15th at 7:00am. All are
welcome for food and fellowship!  



P A R I S H  E N G A G E M E N T
CNW

Join the Nativity women
Sunday, April 27  from 5-7pm
as they cook for the youth
group! Meet in Ridley Hall!

th

Lunch Bunch

The  Lunch Bunch is a group,
usually ages 55+ who enjoy food,
fellowship, and outreach
projects.  Click HERE to let us
know you are coming or call the
church office 256-533-2455.

https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e52ec20a-e789-46c6-af80-79ec092861c0


P A R I S H  E N G A G E M E N T

TO LET US KNOW
 YOU ARE COMING

CLICK HERE

https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/3504e553-df09-4e38-8d5a-7621350651a3


OUTREACH

First Stop

We are collecting new tennis shoes for
First Stop for the Maundy Thursday Shoe
Cleaning/Give Away Event. Please place
shoes in the marked bins in Ridley Hall.
If you are able to help with the event on
Thursday,April 17  at 10am, please
contact Mother Rosie.

th

 rvealeby@nativity-hsv.org
Click HERE for the article featuring last
year’s even.

https://episcopalnewsservice.org/2024/03/28/alabama-congregation-donates-footwear-to-homeless-people-in-spirit-of-maundy-thursday/


S T E W A R D S H I P  O F  C R E A T I O N
“Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come; the cooing of
dove is heard in our land.” Song of Solomon 2:12. 

Spring is here. Whether you mark it by calendar, wildflowers, rain, or
groundhog; spring is here. All the tell-tale signs have passed except the
most important marker – Easter. While the natural world has begun to
resurrect from winter, the celebration of our spiritual resurrection has not
yet come. It seems our liturgical calendar is running a little late this year. As
the Lenten season starts to close, we have God’s Creation to look to for hope
of our restoration and also as an opportunity to Steward.

Lent is a time for piety and humility in preparation for Easter. A time both
to reflect on our shortcomings, and also strive to follow closer to Christ.
This theme was tackled in relation to God’s Creation in the Stewards of
Creation Sunday school. For nine weeks, we learned the ways that our
ignorance has damaged the natural world, but we also discussed hope for its
restoration. Nativity has made its own strides towards harmony with God’s
Creation through recycling, emphasis on reusable plates and utensils, water
refill stations, and sustainability audits. After Lent, Nativity will continue to
promote Stewardship with Creation Care Sunday.

On April 27th, Nativity will host Creation Care Sunday, a celebration and
acknowledgement of God’s first wonders. As part of the event, Nativity will
host a guest speaker. John Gatta, PhD will be speaking on the theme of
Stewardship of Creation at 10 am. Dr. Gatta is the professor emeritus of
English at Sewanee: The University of the South and an author of several
books including Green Gospel: Foundations of Ecotheology. Please mark
your planners support this event! Perhaps Creation Care Sunday will mark
yet another sign of spring.

-Jack Fitzpatrick





F A S H I O N  N E W S L E T T E R
w e b s i t e . c o m

READ MORE

B I B L E  S T U D I E S



CURSILLO



CONFIRMATION

2025 Confirmands
Youth: Kellen Blalock, Matthew Brown, Sloan Dill, JR
Faherty, John Collier Lotz, Tommy Noblitt, Carter Proud,
Jefferson Retzke, Diana Sommer, Brooks Whitehead, 

Adults: Chase Allen, Kayela Allen, Joel, Boyce, Paige Hill,
Christopher Fendley, Doug Fitzgerald, Joe Fitzgerald,
Robin Flachbart, Dillie Meeks, Michael Miller

Received: Kim Board, Martha Boggs, Amanda Boyce
Reaffirmed: Paige McClellan



Thank you to everyone who
made Sunday so special!



N A T I V I T Y  C H I L D R E N

Click HERE to
sign up for the

Children’s
Newsletter!

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/9lgiRqQ


N A T I V I T Y  C H I L D R E N



N A T I V I T Y  Y O U T H

Would you like to provide dinner
for EYC? Sign up HERE. Message

Madi for more details
mbellcolpack@nativity-hsv.org

Click HERE to sign up for
Spring Conference!

Click HERE to register for
Summer Outreach!

Events at Camp McDowell

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AADAC2EA4F5C16-50822019-eycdinner#/
https://www.dioala.org/event-details-id19/?id=301
https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e5a1fd88-b519-4de7-83b7-f1e56ab509fd


N A T I V I T Y  Y O U T H

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AADAC2EA4F5C16-54089592-studyquiet


Y O U N G  A D U L T S



FEBRUARY
VESTRY MINUTES

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE TO
SUBMIT AN EASTER

FLOWER
DEDICATION

https://irp.cdn-website.com/bcd15418/files/uploaded/2_Feb_2025_Vestry_Meeting_Minutes.pdf
https://nativityhsv.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e55c261e-a01e-454c-8392-33996c7c8175


The Episcopal Church of the Nativity
208 Eustis Avenue SE  Huntsville, AL 35801
256.533.2455 Fax: 256.533.2374
nativity-hsv.org

2025 Altar Flower and Easter Flower Dedications
Available Dates:  August  17, 24, 30 September 7, 14, 28

Easter: April 20, 2025
The deadline for Easter Dedications is April 13th

Your Name:______________________________________            
Phone #: ________________________________________
Dates requested: __________________________________

Check this Box for Easter: 

Name(s) for dedication: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Please choose one: 
__ in loving memory of…  __in thanksgiving for…  

__in celebration of…          __in honor of...
 

Will you share this dedication? ___YES ___NO       Can we list your name in the bulletin? ___ YES  ___NO
 

Dedications are $40 or $20 for Easter Dedications
Make check payable to: 

Nativity Flower Guild and mail your check along with this form to:
Andrea Vandervoort

434 Locust Ave. Huntsville, AL 35801
Questions? Call Andrea: 256-539-2673

 

http://nativity-hsv.org/

