
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II  

JULY 26, 2026 
               11:00AM   

 
   

Quiet in the nave before the service helps us to mark sacred space and time.  
We invite you to use this time to prayerfully prepare for worship.  

Please remember to silence your cell phone.  
 

Voluntary    Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten, BWV 642                   Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

The Word of  God 
 
Hymn 613, Standing, sung by all                                 Thy kingdom come, O God!  ST. CECILIA 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Gloria, Sung by all                                                                                          Franz Schubert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Collect of  the Day    
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of  all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
The First Reading, Seated                                                       Genesis 29:15-28 
Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters the name of  
the elder was Leah, and the name of  the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and 
Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven 
years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you 
than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years 
for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of  the love he had for her. 
Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is 
completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of  the place, and made a feast. But 
in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 
(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it 
was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve 
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in 
our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of  this one, and 
we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, 
and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 
                                 
Reader  The Word of  the Lord.                                                                              
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b, Please join in singing the bold portions of  the Psalm 
 
 
 
 
 

                     

           1 Give thanks to the Lord and call u-/pon his Name; * 

         make known his deeds a-/mong the peoples. 

   2 Sing to him, sing praises to / him, * 

         and speak of  / all his marv’lous works. 

   3 Glory in his / holy Name; * 

         let the hearts of  those who / seek the Lord rejoice. 



   4 Search for the Lord and his / strength; * 

         conti-/nually seek his face. 

   5 Remember the marvels / he has done, * 

         his wonders and the / judgments of  his mouth, 

   6 O offspring of  Abraham his / servant, * 

         O children of  Ja-/cob his chosen. 

   7 He is the / Lord our God; * 

         his judgments pre-/vail in all the world. 

   8 He has always been mindful of  his / covenant, * 

         the promise he made for a thousand / generations: 

   9 The covenant he made with / Abraham, * 

         the oath that he / swore to Isaac, 

   10 Which he established as a statute for / Jacob, * 

         an everlasting cove-/nant for Isra∙el, 

   11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of  / Canaan * 

         to be your allotted inheritance." / Hallelujah! 

 
The Second Reading                                                                  Romans 8:26-39 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of  the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of  God. We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of  his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and 
those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
What then are we to say about these things? If  God is for us, who is against us? He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of  us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 
the right hand of  God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love 
of  Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted 
as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
Reader  The Word of  the Lord.                                                                   
People          Thanks be to God.  



Hymn 594, Standing, sung by all               God of  grace and God of  glory  CWM RHONDDA 
 

During the sequence hymn, children aged 4 through 4th grade are invited to follow the children’s cross to 
Children’s Chapel. Parents are always welcome to attend. All will return during the Peace. 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                                    Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ.     
   
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of  heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of  all the seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of  shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of  
the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The 
kingdom of  heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of  
flour until all of  it was leavened.” “The kingdom of  heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of  heaven is like a merchant in search of  fine pearls; 
on finding one pearl of  great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
“Again, the kingdom of  heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of  every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 
baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of  the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of  fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of  teeth. “Have you understood all this?” 
They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been 
trained for the kingdom of  heaven is like the master of  a household who brings out of  
his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 
Gospeler       The Gospel of  the Lord.                                                                                 
People           Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                           The Rev. Rose Veal Eby  
 
The Nicene Creed, Standing                                                                                       358    
 
The Prayers of  the People, Form VI, Standing or kneeling                                          392                           
 
The Confession and Absolution                                                                              393 
 
The Peace, Standing                                                                                                    360 

 
 
 



The Holy Communion  
 

The Offertory Anthem           Querite primum regnum Dei                            Jakob Meiland 
        Querite primum regnum Dei                   Seek first the kingdom of  God 
        et iustitiam eius,                                       and his righteousness,  
        Et caetera adjicientur vobis.                     and all these things will be added to you.  
                                                                                                    —Matthew 6:33 
 
Presentation Hymn 380, st. 3, Standing, sung by all                                      OLD 100TH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 
him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B                                                 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 
People      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give  thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth….Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
 
Sanctus S130, Sung by all                                                                                     Schubert 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, heaven and earth are full, full of  your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Hosana in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Standing or kneeling 
Celebrant    We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For 
in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into 
righteousness, out of  death into life.  
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”  



After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of  me.”  
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
All We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory; 
 
Celebrant    And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of  your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, and the author of  our salvation.  
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer, Said by all                                                                                   364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of  the Bread    
 
Agnus Dei S164, Sung by all                                                Schubert 

 Jesus, Lamb of  God: have mercy on us.  
  Jesus, bearer of  our sins: have mercy on us.  

  Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of  the world: give us your peace, give us your peace. 
  

 



The Invitation to Communion 
 

Regardless of  the denomination of  your baptism, you are invited to receive Holy Communion in the 
Episcopal Church. If  you would prefer to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. If  
you are interested in being baptized please speak with a clergy person after the service or contact the 

church office.  Gluten free wafers available upon request. 
 

Music during Communion                     Quod dico vobis                                 Plainsong 
What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light, saith the Lord: and what ye hear in 
the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. Ps. I will alway give thanks unto the Lord; 
his praise shall ever be in my mouth. The eyes of  the Lord are over the righteous, and 
his ears are open unto their prayers. The countenance of  the Lord is against them that 
do evil, to root out the remembrance of  them from the earth. The righteous cry, and 

the Lord heareth them, and delivereth them out of  all their troubles.  
(Matthew 10:27; Ps. 34:1,15–17) 

 
Hymn 635          If  thou but trust in God to guide thee  WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 
 
Hymn 677                                              God moves in a mysterious way  LONDON NEW 
 
 
When Lay Eucharistic Visitors are sent forth to take communion to the sick or homebound, the 
following is offered: 
Celebrant We send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may 
                  share with us in the communion of  Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People       We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread,  
                  one cup. 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer, Said by all, standing or kneeling                                     365 
Celebrant                  Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People     Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
 accepted us as living members of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and 
 you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and 
Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
 



Hymn, Standing, sung by all               The kingdom of  God is justice and joy  PADERBORN 
Please see insert.  
 
The Dismissal      
The Deacon offers a dismissal followed by: 
People    Thanks be to God.  
 
Voluntary                                     Preludium in G                                Nicolaus Bruhns 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given in to the glory of  God and  
in loving memory of  David Stephenson by Connie and Rusty Stephenson. 

 
 
CELEBRANT  The Rev. Michael Goldsmith 
PREACHER  The Rev. Rose Veal Eby  
DEACON  The Rev. Dn. Dr. Robert A. Serio 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  Dr. Aaron Tan 

You may scan the QR code to be directed to the     
Shelby Giving Page to make a gift or pledge. 

The Episcopal Church of  the Nativity 

where faith holds wide the door 

208 Eustis Avenue SE,  

Huntsville, AL 35801                           

256-533-2455 • www.nativity-hsv.org 


