
     THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY: 
THE  BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 
HOLY BAPTISM 

JANUARY 11, 2026 
8:45AM AND 11:00AM 

 

 

Quiet before the service helps us to mark sacred space  
and time. Please use this time to prayerfully prepare for worship.  

Please remember to silence your cell phone. 
    

Voluntary                                          Canzone (Suite for Violin and Organ, op.166)                               Josef Rheinberger 
 

Holy Baptism 
  
Hymn 76, Standing, sung by all                                                              On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry  WINCHESTER NEW 
                                         
The Opening Acclamation   
Celebrant    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant    There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People      There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant    One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People      One God and Father of all. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People     And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and 
boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting.  Amen.  
                          
The First Reading, Seated                                                                                                                      Isaiah 42:1-9     
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will 
bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he 
will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow 
faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says 
God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in 
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit 
in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former 
things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                                     
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



Psalm 29, Please join the choir in singing the bold portions of the Psalm 
 
 
 

 

 

          1 Ascribe to the Lord, you / gods, * 

      ascribe to the Lord / glory and strength. 

          2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory / due his Name; * 

      worship the Lord in the / beauty of holiness. 

          3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; → 

             the God of glory / thunders; * 

      the Lord is upon the / mighty waters. 

          4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful / voice; * 

      the voice of the Lord is a / voice of splendor. 

          5 The voice of the Lord breaks the / cedar trees; * 

      the Lord breaks the / cedars of Lebanon; 

          6 He makes Lebanon skip / like a calf, * 

      and Mount Hermon / like a young wild ox. 

          7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; → 

             the voice of the Lord shakes the / wilderness; * 

      the Lord shakes the wilder-/ness of Kadesh. 

          8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees / writhe * 

      and / strips the forests bare. 

          9 And in the temple of the / Lord * 

      all are / crying, "Glory!" 

          10 The Lord sits enthroned a-/bove the flood; * 

      the Lord sits enthroned as / King for evermore. 

          11 The Lord shall give strength to his / people; * 

      the Lord shall give his people the / blessing of peace. 

 
The Second Reading                                                                                                           Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 



Hymn, Standing                                                                                                                               Take me to the water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the sequence hymn, children aged 4 through 4th grade are invited to follow the children’s cross out to Children’s Chapel. 

Parents are always welcome to attend. All will return for the baptisms. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                                               Matthew 3:13-17 
Gospeler    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 
this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 
Gospeler    The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                                           
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
 
The Sermon                                                                                                                 The Rev. Dr. Melissa M. Hartley 
    
The Presentation and Examination of the Candidates   
Celebrant    The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Parents and Godparents  I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.  
 
Celebrant                     Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith 

and life? 
Parents and Godparents    I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant                       Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
Parents and Godparents    I will, with God’s help. 
 
Question    Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
Question    Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer      I renounce them. 
Question    Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer      I renounce them. 
Question    Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer      I do. 
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 



The Celebrant addresses the congregation. 
Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
People        We will. 
Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant, Standing 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Prayers for the Candidates 
 
Celebrant Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader   Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of 

his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving over the Water  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 

creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In 
it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  



 We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share 
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, 
we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 
                To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Baptism 
Celebrant    N, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Celebrant    N, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your 

servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your 
Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to 
know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 
Celebrant   Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
All We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 

resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
The Peace  
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory Anthem                                   Gracious Spirit, dwell with me                                                   K. Lee Scott  
Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would gracious be; Help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee; And, with 

words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal; And, with actions bold and meek, For Christ, my Savior, speak. 
 

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, I would truthful be; Help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee; And, with 
wisdom kind and clear, thy life in mine appear; And, with actions brotherly, Speak Christ’s sincerity. 

 
Holy Spirit, dwell with me, I would holy be; Show thy mercy tenderly, Make me more like thee; Separate from sin, I 

would And cherish all things good, And whatever I can be Give him who gave me thee. 
 

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be; Help me now thy power to see, I would be like thee; ‘Gainst all 
weapons hell can wield, be thou my strength and shield; Let thy word my weapon be, Lord, Thine the victory. 

—st. 1–3 Thomas T. Lynch, alt.; st. 4 K. Lee Scott 
 
The Presentation Hymn 127 st. 5, Standing, sung by all                                                             Earth has many a noble city 

Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshipped at thy glad epiphany, unto thee, with God the Father and the Spirit, glory be. 
  

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                                           
Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give  thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth….Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



Sanctus S114, Sung by all                                                                                                                     Healy Willan 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Standing or kneeling 
Celebrant    We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life.  
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
All We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory; 
 
Celebrant    And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer, Said by all                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Agnus Dei S158, Sung by all                                                                                                                          Willan 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
 



The Invitation to Communion 
 

Regardless of the denomination of your baptism, you are invited to receive Holy Communion in the Episcopal Church. If you would 
like to receive a blessing, please come to the altar rail and cross your arms over your chest. If you are interested in being baptized please 

speak with a clergy person after the service or contact the church office. Gluten free wafers available upon request. 
                                                                                                                                   
When Lay Eucharistic Visitors are sent forth to take communion to the sick or homebound, the following is offered: 
Celebrant N., we send you forth bearing these holy gifts to N., that they may share with us in the communion of 

Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 
 
Music during Communion (11am only) 
 
Hymn 121                                                                                            Christ, when for us you were baptized  CAITHNESS 

 

Hymn 339                                                                                       Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness  SCHMUCKE DICH 

 
The Postcommunion Prayer, Said by all, standing or kneeling                                                                               
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People        Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Hymn 120, Standing, sung by all                                                       The sinless one to Jordan came  SOLEMNIS HAEC FESTIVITAS 

 
The Dismissal      
The Deacon offers a dismissal followed by: 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Voluntary                        Thema mit Veränderungen (6 Stücke für Violine und Orgel, op. 150)                       Rheinberger 
 

 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and  
in loving memory of Anne and N.W. Tucker by Shari, Nick and Clara Williams. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CELEBRANT The Rev. Michael Goldsmith  
PREACHER The Rev. Dr. Melissa M. Hartley 
ASSISTING CLERGY The Rev. Rosie Veal Eby 
DEACON The Rev. Dn. Dr. Robert A. Serio 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  Dr. Aaron Tan 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We give thanks for the newly baptized: 
Lula Virginia Armayor (8:45am) 
Eloise Michelle Brown (11:00am) 
Hunter James Saxon (11:00am) 
Ann Hillman Spano (11:00am) 

Camille Morgan Torres (11:00am) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You may scan the QR code to be directed to the     
Shelby Giving Page to make a gift or pledge 

 
 

The Episcopal Church of the Nativity 
where faith holds wide the door 

208 Eustis Avenue SE, Huntsville, AL 35801 ● 256-533-2455 
www.nativity-hsv.org 


