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Real (Estate) Talk
by Paul Knopt

Happy Derby folks! As we enter arguably
the best time of year to be a Louisvillian,

| cannot help but think of the parallels
between horse races and real estate
transactions! All the prospects start out
with the same amount of hope that they
will turn into a closing, similar to a horse
hoping to become a champion as it enters
the gate! Very quickly, some leads have a
bad start, while others get out in front and
never look back. Some go under contract
and cross the finish line, while others
seemingly drop out of the race, never to
be heard from again. After a little more
training and attention, some circle back to
finally race again. Each lead, similar to
each horse in each race, has its own story.

What | have found to be important with
leads is to never prejudge them, as they all
run their own race at their own pace.
Being patient with each lead and giving
them equal attention with a consistent,
disciplined process will result in more
finishing than not. As we are rounding the
2nd turn (now firmly into Q2), we need to
make sure we have enough horses in the
race to give us the best odds of winning.
More leads equals more closings.

Better processes and best practices
delivered to each lead will convert a higher
percentage to closings.

If we want to win, we have to continue to
show up, regardless of the circumstances.
No matter how bad the race is, you have
to get back in the gate and try again.
Once you do win, you will start to
establish the right formula that will
continue to get you in the winners circle.

| have learned to always bet on myself!

WE MAKE MORTGAGES
FAST AND EASY! WRIGHT CHOICE

EXPERIENCE. COMMUNICATION. SERVICE. % y PROPERTY INSPECTION

THE WINNING BET IN
PROPERTY INSPECTIONS

- MAKE THE WRIGHT CHOICE
E%E‘ AND CHOOSE US FOR ALL OF YOUR
ﬁ INSPECTION NEEDS!

=1
1y

[w]=
(502) 822-6484 | YOURWRIGHTCHOICE.COM

Need a

i

™ s . ‘,
o Cl :'."‘ Glﬂ -

This year, give mom the gift of

Your Local Resource
502-468-3437
: 3 kdegeorge@firstam.com
home warranty coverage! Our : f :
robust plans provide the budget @ i ) KN
protection and peace of mind - ) ' /| -
LR, =

she'll appreciate all year ‘rouad. — 241

|Ir

N
1

Contact me for details

INTERLINC.

G A G E

"My #1 goal is to provide
budget protection for
your clients!”

firstamrealestate.com @\ | First American
Phone Orders: 800.444.9030 $o - | Tome Viedtag

The Paul Knopf Team - InterLinc Mortgage Services, LLC
(502) 314-4834 | paulknopfmortgage.com
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Savvy businesses know it's all

Realtor Referral Discount

9% OFF

www.GardinalsMoving.com

Personal Realtor Discount

10% OFF

13319 Aiken Rd
Louisville, KY 40223

: @CardinalMoving
€ @cardinalMovingLouisville

about who many you reach — not how many.
Our niche publications, exclusive events, and
targeted digital marketing get your brand in
front of ideal clients affordably.

Let's talk!

Reach out to the publisher

[:] REAL PRODUCERS

of this magazine today.

4. May 2025

LIMESTONE

TITLE & ESCROW

295 N. Hubbards Lane, Suite 300,
Louisville, KY 40207

(502) 632-2277 | limestonetitleandescrow.com



Preferred Pariners

This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate
affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine.
These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please
support these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR community!

DIGITAL MARKETING

Carroll Media, Modern
Marketing 4 Agents

(502) 353-2569
modernmarketing4agents.com,
carroll.media.com

ESTATE SALES

Blue Moon Estate Sales
Kelli Helmers

(859) 523-3483

EVENT DECOR &
ENTERTAINMENT
Inflate Louisville
(502) 437-9428
inflatelouisville.com

FINANCIAL PROFESSIONAL
New York Life Insurance
Company

Casey Hamm

(502) 333-2002
www.linkedin.com/in/nylcasey

HANDYMAN & REMODELING
Key Source Home
Enhancements

(502) 938-2576
www.louisvillehomeuplift.com

HARD MONEY LENDER
Annex Capital

(502) 618-0383
annexcapitalus.com

HOME BUILDER

Arbor Homes

(502) 381-5359
www.yourarborhome.com

Fischer Homes

(855) 342-2281
www.fischerhomes.com/
find-new-homes/
louisville/kentucky

HOME FURNISHINGS-
OUTDOOR/

INDOOR

Summer Classics

(502) 426-1808
summerclassics.com/louisville

6 - May 2025

HOME IMPROVEMENT/
MAINTENANCE

Integrity Maintenance Services
(502) 434-8090
integritymservices.com

HOME INSPECTION
Guardian Pro Inspections
(502) 600-2210

Wright Choice Property
Inspection

Nick Wright

(502) 822-6484

HOME ORGANIZATION
Declutter Lover

(502) 544-8384
declutterlover.com

HOME STAGING
Southern Staging Company
(502) 417-1946

HOME WARRANTY

First American Home Warranty
(502) 468-3437
www.firstamrealestate.com

Home Membership
(502) 237-5540
homemembership.com

MORTGAGE
Veritas Mortgage
Lauren Frank
(502) 649-5756
veritasmtg.com

MORTGAGE / BANKING
Traditional Bank

(502) 614-1854
traditionalbank.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
CMG Home Loans
Jennifer Bock

(502) 649-7382
www.talktojennifer.com

Homestretch Mortgage
Mike Frank

(502) 409-5290
www.homestretchky.com

Integra Mortgage Group

Skip Banister

(502) 314-5626
www.integramortgagegroup.com

Interlinc Mortgage
Paul Knopf

(502) 314-4834
interlincmortgage.com/
knopf-paul

Kentuckiana Mortgage Group
Brad Sea

(812) 989-7555
www.kyinmortgage.com

Statewide Mortgage
Marcus Beau Hundley
(859) 321-5437

MOVING & HOME
CONCIERGE SERVICE

Lock and Key Home

(502) 262-5588
www.lkhomeorganization.com

MOVING & STORAGE
Berger Moving & Storage
(502) 301-8100
bergerallied.com

Coleman Moving Worldwide
(502) 398-6596
www.colemanallied.com

MOVING COMPANY
Cardinal Moving

(502) 599-2661
www.cardinalsmoving.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Falls City Photography

(502) 333-8278
www.fallscityphotography.com

POOLS/SPAS
Premier Pools and Spas
(502) 205-1929

RADON MITIGATION
Guardian Pro
Environmental Services
(502) 777-9334
goguardianpro.com/
environmental/

RADON TESTING

AND MITIGATION

Breathe Wright Radon Services
Jenny Wright

(502) 536-7884

REAL ESTATE MEDIA
Louisville Real Estate Media
(502) 767-8001
www.lourealestatemedia.com

RESTORATION - WATER,
FIRE & MOLD

SERVPRO

(502) 244-7985
www.servpro.com

ROOFING

Aboveboard Roofing Company
(423) 381-7232
aboveboardroofingco.com

TITLE COMPANY
Bluegrass Land Title

(971) 227-1646
www.bluegrasslandtitie.com

Land Group Title
(502) 861-5960
landgrouptitle.com

Limestone Title & Escrow, LLC
(502) 632-2277
www.limestonetitleand
escrow.com

Mattingly Ford Title Services
(502) 212-7000
mattinglyford.com

Pitt & Frank
(502) 777-3797
www.pittandfrank.com

BLUE MOON OF LOUISVILLE
502-536-8851

YOUR HOME LOAN EXPERTS IN
FLORIDA, INDIANA, KENTUCKY AND VIRGINIA.

* K KKK 5 Star Google Review

Skip was amazing to work with! Very attentive to my
clients with impeccable follow up! Sent updates to me
as well to keep me informed. | will 100% recommend
him to anyone looking to finance a home.

lntegra

Mortgage Group

-Kristin T.

502-314-5626

integrafs@aol.com
integramortgagegroup.

OFFICE LOCATIONS

Louisville, KY Mt Washington, KY
New Albany, IN Elizabethtown, KY
Cincinnati, o4 Lexington, KY

5t. Matthews, KY

Remote closings available!
We promise anywhere, anytime closings!

titleorders@mattinglyford.com

www.mattinglyford.com
(V) 502.212. 7000

MATTIN

GLY FORD

LE S CES LL
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' [ ]
|
Kelsey Radcliff Dan Allsup Phillip Radcliff QR code below'to S O u t h e r n I n d I a n a >

share with our

Publisher Ad Strategist Editor )
Publisher.
N
Jess Wellar John McCutcheon Anthony Seitz
Writer Photographer Photographer

Company d/b/a Real Producers but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Producers i - . : T R, ot h
magazine are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the H il : x sca n for More

@ DISCLAIMER: Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.

Information!
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Jdntoan | 5 pffel HUNGER IS A PROBLEM . y
Organized Home! ik KIDS CAN'T SOLVE ALONE Discover over 20 communities and over 30 floorplans

_ that you can call home in 2024!
Bemsiee

Help your clients make the best |
impression this season with

professional home organization
services. A clutter-free home means
faster sales and happier buyers! ]

!

CALL/TEXT 502.822.2544 | VISIT FISCHERHOMES.COM

* e . +*
Call us today : EVERY CLOSING WITH .
to learn more! =
Kirstie Buckley _ N 7,
502-544- 8384 HOMEST -'45%".“&?:--15‘ 3
Declutterlover@gmail.com et T

decluterlovercom PER YEAR PROVIDES HUNGER-FREE
OFea0] WEEKENDS T0 A CHILD,

MITE FRANK. SEMIOR WORTOAGE BRONER

FISCI—IE,E_ HOMES

% © 2024 Fischer Homes, Inc.
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THE REAL UPDATE

O9OMm

Please follow our Instagram page, @louisville_realproducers, to stay
up to date with the magazine. We are also on Facebook and have

a private Louisville RP group for 2024. Please email us with any
spotlight recommendations and event information! Email: kelsey.
radcliff@n2co.com

10 - May 2025
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Happy Derby Month!

If you’re from Louisville, you know—there’s nothing quite like
this time of year. And if you're not, well, it’s hard to explain just
how much our city comes alive for the Kentucky Derby. I tell
colleagues from other states that Louisville practically shuts
down for the best week ever. It’s exhilarating, exhausting, and
absolutely amazing all at once.

This year, I plan to be at the track for three days and then
celebrate Derby Day with family. It’s also the perfect time to
connect, network, and strengthen the relationships that make
this community so special. If you need me, I'll be betting the 3
horse—and, of course, taking my chances on the longshots!

As we soak up the excitement of Derby, we also want to take a
moment to celebrate all the incredible moms in our community.
Wishing you a wonderful Mother’s Day—you are truly special!

We can’t wait to see you at our next RP event. Until then, enjoy
the Derby festivities, and happy reading!

Cheers,

Kelsey Radcliff
Publisher, Louisville Real Producers

bergerallied.com

(Frargpes 1% L] By O P e W LR & e il 5% UL Py (BN & Mafdiar by Corfol it Wi B

Your Trusted
Mortgage Partner

Realtors, let’s make every closing a success!
We specialize in providing seamless financing solutions
for your clients, ensuring a smooth path from offer to
keys in hand. Together, we'll create happy homeowners
and satisfied clients.

* Home purchase loans * Refinance solutions
* FHA, VA, and USDA loans * Jumbo loan options

* First-time homebuyer programs

Partner with a lender who gets the job done right.
Visit TalkToJennifer.com or call today!

Jennifer Bock
SENIOR LOAN OFFICER
NMLS ID# 1661457

10200 Forest Green Blvd, Ste 112,
Louisville, KY 40223
Branch NMLS# 2641830

(502) 649-7382

jbock@cmghomeloans.com

CMG

HOME LOANS

Mlloaid g s LS [HFT M 72

Empowering

WOMEN IN REAL ESTATE
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SUMMER
GABBY CLASSICS

TIME FOR
SUMMER o - ; N E
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Is your patio ready? “ '-fl%‘;--:f-q?'-iz_i
I \ - ] V ' ‘
- A ..-‘a_:

" e - 5 - Scan the QR code to For the past 7 years, Falls City Photography has

- 3
13?1 Herr Lane Suite 160 : WV . e view our website or been the trusted solution for the area's premier
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 1 t T e . 3} - . call Anthony today agents, delivering stunning visuals that bring

502-426-1808 to schedule your properties to life.
next listing.

Comprehensive Services - From floorplans and aerial drone footage FALLS CITY
502.333.8278 to immersive property videos, we offer a full suite of services and PHOTOGRAPHY
fallscityphotography.com packages to meet any marketing need.

Your Fast, Local, Service-Ofiented ! GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY w E H E L P M 0 V E L I V E S F 0 R W A R D .
Mortgage Broker for Competitive Home Loans Delivering Exce"ence for

USING A MORTGAGE BROKER ; | a1 b ' T e T
MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE! 4# i =0 e a7y

Why work with big banks and corporations when
we can provide you and your clients with faster
closings, better services and lowefirates?

We're experts at mortgages - becduse it's

all we do! We're a local independent

business that is focused on providing elite

client service to our community.

y y ' ]
A BRAD SEA i - Let's Get You A Free Quote! :
- ’ —~ 812-989-7555 | BRAD@KYINMORTGAGE.COM ok . C c I M
KENTUCKIANA 401 E MAIN ST SUITE 100 NEW ALBANY, IN 47150 WE 2 3 502.398.6596 C E o l . l n The Careful M:xm

NMLS 425420

MORTGAGE GROUP INC KYINMORTGAGE.COM | BRADSEA.COM _ COMPANY NMLS 1793085 E"_,hr ColemanAllied.com Worldwide Moving
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COVER REWIND
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THE
SOKOL
TEA
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FROM MAY 2024
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The Sokoler Team, led by former
journalist Bob Sokoler, is a top-
performing real estate group in
Louisville with a reputation for
professionalism, innovation, and
exceptional service. With 16 years of
success and recognition from Shark
Tank ’s Barbara Corcoran, the team has
consistently ranked as the number one
real estate team in the region.

Bob’s transition from a 25-year career
as an Emmy-winning news anchor to
real estate in 2004 was a natural fit due
to his passion for home construction
and design. His leadership, combined
with his son Greg and daughter-in-
law Casey’s expertise, has created a
powerhouse team. Greg, a licensed
agent and photographer, enhances
the team’s marketing through cutting-
edge photography and videography.
Casey, originally from New Jersey
with a Broadway background, quickly
became a leading agent known for
her client engagement and new
construction expertise.

The team’s impressive track record
includes selling between 175 and
410 homes annually, with last year’s
performance reaching $86 million
across 216 transactions. Casey alone
closed $33 million in sales, solidifying
her role as a top performer. Their
numerous accolades include the RE/
MAX Circle of Legends, Diamond
Team Honors, and Bob’s Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Their success is rooted in accessibility,
client commitment, and technological
innovation. Bob’s early adoption of
digital tools, including YouTube and
social media marketing, positioned
them ahead of competitors. Greg has
since expanded their presence with
high-quality visual content, while Casey
specializes in luxury home sales and
new construction consulting.

Beyond business, the Sokolers cherish
family life. Bob, engaged to LaDonna
Nall, enjoys time with his German
shepherds, while Greg and Casey,
parents to two children, balance work

THEIR SUCCESS

IS ROOTED IN
ACCESSIBILITY, CLIENT
COMMITMENT, AND
TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATION.

with family activities like skiing and
traveling. Their strong community
involvement reflects their belief in
work-life harmony.

Looking ahead, Bob envisions semi-
retirement, entrusting the business to
Greg, Casey, and son-in-law Robbie.
He finds fulfillment in merging

his media background with real
estate, ensuring the Sokoler Team’s
continued legacy of excellence.

Louisville Real Producers - 15
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g titleorders@pittandfrank.com € 502.895.9900

POST CLOSING
HOME WARRANTY

MEMBERSHIP

Buyer Pays $54 a month (ACH)

Sign up at www.HomeMembership.com

Buyer Incentives (Sign up within 15 Days after Closing)

SEEFEERN
$500 $0 $450 $500 qrrianl
Friends & Family Deductible on of Roof Coverage of Water Line Coverage i Ijri

COVERAGE ALL CLAIMS for FREE for FREE i ” L lh-.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

USE COUPON CODE: HomeMembership.com #1 Rated Home Warranty
PostClosingPromo (502) 365-9805

REAL PRODUCERS. PODCAST

wimesost REMINGTON RAMSEY

Same Brand, New Reach — Tune in for free today

isten on . Listen on X
LA;)ple Podcasts M G @ Spotify* amazon music

16 - May 2025

' Simple Mortgage
Fewer Fees
Lower Rates

"Marcus was always willing to help. He was always communicating every
step of the way and made the home buying process super easy. He was
confident and always helped with possible offers on houses. Truly an
amazing worker and you guys are so lucky to have him! We cannot thank
Marcus enough!" - Lauren

Statewide Mortgage

More than a loar
Marcus Beau Hundley
Loan Officer | NMLS# 2169498

859-321-5437

10140 Linn Station Rd

Louisville, KY 40223
Mhundley@statewidemortgage.com

PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY LISTINGS
WITH ABOVEBOARD ROOFING CO.

Free Roof Inspections | Roof Repair & Replacement

WS IO | HOME REMODEL  te
u 0ot Lertirications tor buyers eliers
WHY Expertclrgﬂsmfarllship & r.eliable service :E'anplgggEME"T 0 Pl:lch’i l’;
CHOOSE US? Competitive pricing & quick turnaround » ouIs

Trusted by realtors & homeowners alike

Plumbing Repairs & Upgrades &

;’%KEY%SOURCE

HOME ENHANCEMENTS

Bathroom Renovations @&

Kitchen Remodeling &

Flooring Installation &

ABOVEBOARD

ROOFING CO

Interior & Exterior Painting &

REALTORS! WE OFFER A REFERRAL FEE!

1. Enhance homes before listing for higher value.
2. Manage extensive repair requests seamlessly.
3. Personalize new purchases to clients’ tastes.

Don't let roof issues derail your deals.
Partner with AboveBoard Roofing Co. today!

Justin Reid ContactUs (502)938-2576
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All About Louisville Real Producers

Real Producers magazine started in Indianapolis in 2015. The
publication has rapidly grown and spread across the nation.

We are currently in over 120 different markets! Please read the
details about how our magazine process works. We would LOVE
to hear from you regarding who you would like to see featured!

Q: WHO RECEIVES Real Producers MAGAZINES?
A: The top 300 real estate agents in the Louisville area.

Q: WHAT IS THE GOAL OF THIS MAGAZINE?

A: We believe that we are better together. When we surround
ourselves with other successful, like-minded people, we grow to
new heights. Real Producers is a platform that brings together the
most elite individuals in Louisville real estate.

We take the top 300 real estate agents and RP-vetted businesses

in every market, and we build an exclusive community around
that group. We share their stories, successes, market trends and

upcoming events — really, anything that will connect, inform and

inspire, we put in our monthly publication.

Q: DOES Real Producers HAVE EVENTS?
A: Yes! We have specific networking events throughout the year.

The events include Magazine Socials, Morning Mingles, and other

quarterly networking opportunities.

Q: WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR BEING FEATURED IN

THIS MAGAZINE?

A: It’s really simple. You have to be on the top 300 list, and we
take nominations seriously. You can nominate other real estate
agents, businesses, brokers, owners or even yourself! Office
leaders can also nominate real estate agents. We will consider

we don’t know everyone’s story, so we need your help to
learn about them. We cannot guarantee a feature, but we
encourage you to meet with one of our team members,
support Real Producers and attend our private events to
increase your chances.

Q: WHAT DOES IT COST A REAL ESTATE AGENT/TEAM
TO BE FEATURED?

A: It costs NOTHING, my friends, so nominate away!

We are not a pay-to-play model. We share real stories of
Real Producers.

Q: WHO ARE THE RP-VETTED BUSINESSES?

A: They are one of the best businesses in Louisville in their
category, and you can find them listed in our index! We
don’t just find these businesses off the street, nor do we
work with all businesses that approach us. Many of the top
agents have recommended every single business you see
in this publication. We won’t even meet with a business
that has not been vetted by one of you and “stamped for
approval,” in a sense. Our team will further vet every
business to make sure they are a good fit and bring value
to our community. Our goal is to create a powerhouse
network, not only for the best real estate agents in the area
but the best businesses so we can grow stronger together.

Q: HOW CAN | RECOMMEND A BUSINESS?
A: If you want to recommend a business that works with
top real estate agents, please email or message us!

anyone brought to our attention who is in the top 300 because @ Email: kelsey.radcliff@n2co.com

18 - May 2025

Instagram: @louisville_realproducers

When your clients are
ready to buy a home

@{Z /Mw CAh %//{F /

“l understand the importance of home
and am here to make your buying
experience as easy as possible.”

© Louisville @ (502)296-7467

Find a lender in your area at traditionalban myflenders

PROFESSIONAL MARKETING FOR
TOP PRODUCING RE

'..,}:l.l"\

FHOTO » VIDED » DRONE - FLOOR FLANS - TWILIGHTS « NARKETINGKIT

Louisville Real Estate Media exists to provide high-quality media and
marketing materfals to Loulsville's top realtors. Saving you time to
work with more clients and sell more homes.

. Traditional
Bank

Dedutrer » HomeStyling » Packing © Unpade + Ovganize
Moving Simplified
th Concierge M J-%aﬂagem
w;t_i qi}ﬁ;ﬁlﬂl’gﬂ ove .l’| et‘ N

o

khomeorganization.com
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GUARDI Spring Into Action-|

P

PRO l& Protect Your Propertigs |
Inspections & Environmental Serviices
| from Mold!
- |

Team J. Wilson

As the weather warms, ensure your homes
are mold-free! Our expert mold testing helps
protect your clients from hidden dangers.

Partner with us today for a fresh,

safe home this spring! Storm Disaster:

Like it never evéh happened:

of Floyd County of East Louisville of South Louisville
812-949-2201 502-244-7985 502-452-1298

* Residential & Commercial Inspections .
 Mold Testing & Remediation goguardlanpro.com

* Radon Testing & Mltlgatlon Call or Text (502) 777-9334
* Water & Air Quality Testing

Isn't it time you
begin building
your financial

legacy? Make it fun

| II:: b il : e "
Helping to safeguard ' ik A =N : w
. .g J-r _- -

your loved ones’

—— BLUEGRASS LAND TITLE —

NEW OFFICE

dn:-a.n_t.-i is n_mrt' than tolea //
—"—LOUISVILLE i L a choice— it's a plan Jk{@@ ﬂh

for your family's
future. 1 can help you
protect and build

wealth. Connect with B
me today. R

Casey Hamm

Financial Professional
New York Life Insurance Company
9300 Shelbyville Rd., Suite 1250 ——— PARTY RENTALS + DECOR
Louisville, KY 40222
(502) 333-2002 DECOR - Lauren Frank

chamm01@ft.newyorklife.com
> (502) 437-9428 | inflatelouisville.com
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L V E TERSOMALIZED WHITE GLOVE
- SERVICI

FOR ALL OF YOUR
HOME FINAMCING NEEDS.”

ls Road, Suite 120, Lowisville, KY 4022332 | 502,235 4700




RISING STAR

“When COVID hit in 2020, my
previous employer made the
tough decision to cancel roughly
half of the season, which equated
to over $100 million in lost
revenue overnight. It was a brutal
time for the events business,” Jim
Hill remembers.

B | For Jim, losing his management
Betting Gn Himself | | ] - job during the height of the
' R P COVID-19 pandemic wasn’t just a

WRITTEN BY JESS WELLAR . : : setback — it was a wake-up call.
PHOTOS ITY ANTHONY SEITZ, FALLS CITY \ oy But rather than dwell on the loss,
PHOTERRAPHY F Jim made a bold decision to take
control of his own future, joining
the Tracy French Team at RE/MAX
Premier Properties.

From Cheerleader to Realtor
Born and raised in Durham,
North Carolina, Jim attended
NC State University, where
he became a collegiate
cheerleader, a decision that
proved to be life-changing.

“I mostly played football and
ran track in high school,” Jim
recalls with a chuckle. “But my
Spanish teacher persistently
recruited me for cheerleading
during the off-season for our
basketball team; I finally agreed
to try it for one season.”

g
1

In college, Jim went on to
become a three-time National
Cheerleading Champion — once
with NC State and twice with the
University of Louisville, where
he later earned his master’s
degree in Sport Management/
Administration. He also assistant-
coached his Louisville alma
mater to win the National
Championships with head coach
James Speed several years later.

With schooling under his belt,

Jim spent the next dozen years
working his way up to the position
of National Sales Director for a
cheer events company, managing
a team of 13 regional managers
and coordinating more than 400

, ) events annually.
Photo location provided

o by Tara Graves with
Bluegrass Build & Design.
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Jim with his family at a UL basketball game.

While the role provided invaluable
experience, the pandemic ultimately
forced Jim to reevaluate his career path.

A New Chapter

When Jim found himself at a crossroads,
he turned to real estate— a field that
had always intrigued him. Fortunately,
he had the guidance of industry leaders
to help him learn the ropes.

“I was introduced to Tracy French
through a family member, and it
was a godsend to help me get
established and hit the ground
running,” Jim acknowledges.

Jim joined the Tracy French Team at RE/
MAX Premier Properties in late October
of 2020, and his strong background in
sales allowed him to adapt quickly.

“Real estate has daily challenges,” he
admits. “But despite the adversity and
fear of that time, becoming a Realtor
was the best professional decision I
ever made.”

Since then, Jim has maintained an
impressive track record. Last year, he
closed 36 deals with over $10.5 million
in volume. He’s also been a member

of the RE/MAX 100% Club for four
consecutive years and has been named

Tracy French Team’s Agent of the Year
three out of the past four years.

Jim attributes much of his success to his
client-first mentality.

“I treat every client like they’re the only
one, regardless of price point or the time
it takes to buy or sell,” Jim affirms. “My
approach to real estate is all about trust,
authenticity, and making sure my clients
feel supported and informed every step
of the way.”

He continues, “I believe that when you
prioritize people over transactions,
success naturally follows.”

Jim is also quick to acknowledge the
wonderful support around him.

“Tracy French continues to mentor

me to this day,” he adds. “And Jay Pitts,
my broker, is also phenomenal. We
have two weekly meetings that really
help set me up for success; it’s such a
community-oriented atmosphere here.”

Faith and Family

Reflecting on his career shift, Jim
recognizes that being laid off — while
difficult — ultimately became a blessing
in disguise.

“Having to come home and tell my
family I’d lost my job was devastating
since my wife was home at the time
taking care of our children,” Jim recalls.
“Ultimately, I knew I didn’t have time to
wallow in self-pity. But you don’t know
what you don’t know. I liked what I did
before, but I was traveling all the time.
Now I don’t travel unless I want to.”

A devoted family man, Jim cherishes
time with his wife, Jessica, their son
‘Tripp’ (James Hill, III), and their
daughter Lola. The Hill family also
includes their adorable French Bulldog,
Pete — short for “Petey Pablo.”

“We all love the beach,” Jim shares. “We
try to make it to Destin, Florida, at least
once a year. It’s exactly the speed we
want as a family for a nice fall break.”

Jim’s passion for sports is still as strong
as ever. He enjoys golf, cheering on his

Louisville Cardinals, NC State Wolfpack,
Baltimore Ravens, and the Atlanta
Braves. He’s also deeply involved in

the community, attending Southeast
Christian Church and participating in
Man Challenge, a weekly Bible study
that draws hundreds of men.

Additionally, Jim serves as the emcee for
USA Gymnastics and is an in-game co-
host for University of Louisville’s men’s
and women’s basketball teams, as well
as select volleyball games.

“I get to travel with USA Gymnastics
annually for a few events,” he
elaborates. “I did the Olympic trials in
Minneapolis last summer, both men’s
and women’s, and I had a chance to
meet Simone Biles and her husband — it
was such an incredible experience!

And that opportunity led to my other
co-host position for UofL basketball
games. We won 25 regular season

games this past season ... More than
the last three years combined! So I'm
excited for next season with them to
continue the #ReviVille.”

On The Horizon

Looking ahead, Jim’s goals are quite
clear: continue growing his real estate
career while building a life his family
can be proud of.

Launching his own team is certainly

on his radar down the road, but Jim is
focused on maintaining balance with his
loved ones for now.

“In the immediate term, I'm focused
on earning the Re/Max ‘Hall of Fame’
Award, which is presented to agents
who achieve remarkable career
milestones,” Jim finishes. “My goal is to
hit that within the next three years. I
believe in setting hard goals — or else
what’s the point if it’s easy?”

| TREAT
EVERY
CLIENT LIKE
THEY'RE
THE ONLY
ONE..."
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Pictured from left to right: Brant Sloan, Cullen Croft, Ambria Faulkner, Lee Harris, Mike Webber, Chelsea Bowles, Greta Pittenger, Trevor Clines
Photo location: Kentucky Derby Museum

MIKE WEBBER

wthLIMESTONE TITLE
& ESCROW LLC

YOUR PROPERTY, THEIR PRIORITY

BY JESS WELLAR
PHOTOS BY JOHNATHAN MCCUTCHEON, ARTIFACT IMAGING

When Mike Webber opened Limestone Title & Escrow
it was built on three core principles:
customer service, availability, and integrity.
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“From the very beginning, I understood a key concept, and
that is real estate is not a 9:00-5:00 job and availability is key.
We have built a great team of attorneys and title professionals
designed to do everything possible to move the transaction to
closing,” Mike explains.

Focusing on communication and service has been a key
factor in Limestone Title & Escrow’s continued success since
Mike founded the company in 2009. What started as a small
operation has since grown into a trusted name in Kentucky
real estate.

Road To Success

Mike’s career in the title industry began in college, where he
worked full-time at a title company for several years while
pursuing his education at the University of Louisville.

After gaining valuable experience in the title world, Mike
found himself at a crossroads when the company he worked
for was sold. With the support of his brother and a few
friends, he took a leap of faith and started Limestone Title &
Escrow in Louisville.

“It felt like a natural next step,” Mike affirms. “I knew there
was a need for a title company that focused on education,
communication, and top-notch service.”

An Unmatched Team

Limestone Title’s team includes 35 highly skilled, hard-working
professionals committed to providing exceptional service,

with headquarters in St. Matthews. Mike attributes much of
Limestone Title’s success to his talented team, including his
business partner, Lee Harris. In 2010, Mike joined forces with
Lee, a Princeton graduate with extensive legal expertise and
nearly a dozen years of experience as the General Counsel of
the Kentucky Real Estate Commission.

“Lee has played a pivotal role in our growth and success,” Mike
acknowledges. “With her impressive legal background, she’s an
invaluable resource for our clients and team members alike.”

In addition to Mike and Lee, Limestone proudly welcomed
Greta Pittenger, a knowledgeable and experienced closing
attorney, to their esteemed team in late 2023. Known for her
professionalism, efficiency, and ability to make every closing
experience enjoyable, Greta is an asset to the team and to the
company’s clients who work with her.

Limestone is thrilled to announce their newest team member,
Chelsea Bowles. Chelsea has a vast knowledge of the title
insurance industry and will be opening a new office in
southern Indiana later this summer.

“From start to finish, the experience in our office is unmatched
and I believe that shows in the product we provide our clients,”
Mike emphasizes. “Seeing our employees grow and thrive
together is truly special, and building long-lasting relationships
with our partners is something we value deeply.”

Mike Webber

Lee Harris
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“From start to finish,
the experience in our office
is unmatched and I believe
that shows in the product

we provide our clients.”

Prioritizing Education
At Limestone Title & Escrow, the motto is simple: ‘Your
Property. Our Priority.’

“We truly stand by that statement,” Mike affirms. “We ensure
that every closing is meticulously handled from start to finish.
With multiple points of quality control involved in each
transaction, we make sure to produce a high quality product.”

In addition to providing excellent service, Limestone Title goes
above and beyond to educate Realtors and their clients.

“We will be holding Continuing Education (CE) classes for
Realtors starting late third quarter into the fourth quarter of
this year,” Mike adds. “Education is critical in this industry, and
we want to provide as many resources as we can to keep our

|| — = _ WISl clients informed.”

[ ity
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Chelsea Bowles & Greta Pittenger

i Mike points out the most rewarding part of his work though is
knowing that he’s played a role in one of the most significant

financial milestones in a person’s life.

Giving Back

For Mike and his team, success is about more than just business
and bottom lines. Limestone Title has been involved with
Blessings in a Backpack for more than six years, sponsoring
healthy weekend meal boxes for 150 children and their
families at a local school.

They are also proud supporters of the Kids Cancer Alliance,
contributing to two major fundraising events each year to
help spread awareness and support families affected by
childhood cancer.

Another cause close to Mike’s heart is the St. Xavier Angel
Fund, which helps provide tuition assistance for students
facing financial hardship.

“As a St. Xavier grad myself, this is a cause that’s deeply
personal to me,” Mike adds. Each year, Limestone Title
hosts a charity golf scramble to raise money for the fund,
ensuring students can access a great education regardless
of financial barriers.
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Family Fun to maintaining the same level of exceptional service that has

When he’s not at the office, Mike makes the most of precious defined the company for the past 16 years.

family time. He and his wife, Lindsey, have been happily

married for 11 years and have three energetic children: “Our mission has always been clear: Educate, communicate,
Palmer, Sloane, and Wells. They also have a fun-loving Golden and provide incredible service,” Mike concludes. “That’s what’s
Retriever named Toast — a constant source of laughter and helped us build our reputation, and it’s what we’ll continue to
energy around the house. prioritize moving forward.”

“We love hanging out together, whether that’s cheering the kids

on at their games or relaxing at home,” Mike shares. “Toast is CONTACT

always right there with us too. It’s these simple moments that uUs!

make our family life so special.”

With Limestone Title’s continued growth and expansion into astone Title & -

Indiana, Mike is optimistic about the future and committed astonetitleandescrow.com o 07.-6
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. YOUR REAL ESTATE
2 lou-orders@landgrouptitle.com
Wr I ht (502) 861 - 5960
M w_ landgrouptitle.com

((9 LAND GROUP TITLE

WIN. PLACE. SHOW.
TEST. MITIGATE. SAVE A LIFE.

Call today to schedule your radon test or mitigation -

(502) 536-7884 | breathewrightservices.com [=]

Closing & Escrow | Title Insurance & Title Reports | Deed Preparation & Closing Representation
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To be clear, | am
only successful
because of the
people around me.”

Faithfully
Serving With
Gratitude

BY JESS WELLAR
PHOTOS BY ANTHONY SEITZ, FALLS CITY
PHOTOGRAPHY

“Irealized a long time ago that
everything I have, and all of my
business, is a gift from God. He has
brought the right amazing people into
my life and surrounded me with a
supportive village to thrive.”

For Darla Baldridge, faith is everything.
She credits her belief as the foundation
for her incredible real estate success
over the years; and while she’s proud
of her impressive numbers — over

$14 million in volume across 45
transactions last year — Darla is quick
to redirect the spotlight.

“To be clear, I am only successful
because of the people around me,”
she emphasizes. “I have really great
help, and I have to in order to stay
busy, steady, and still have a life as a
solo agent! My lender, title company,
my home inspector — all of them are
top-notch partners. I couldn’t do this
without them. It’s a well-oiled engine
that runs like an assembly line.”

Darla’s humility is a defining trait, but
there’s no denying her talent and drive.
As a top-producing agent for the past
several years, she’s earned her spot
among the Top 100 Agents in Louisville.
Yet, in her eyes, her achievements are
simply a reflection of her faith and the
incredible people she’s been fortunate
enough to work with.

Making The Leap

For years, Darla worked in various roles
to support her family, including retail,
accounting, and working in the Jefferson
County Public School system.

“Any miscellaneous job I took, it was
because I could work a shift that
allowed me to be at home with my
children,” she explains.

COVER STORY




Before motherhood, Darla also worked
in the investment sector, where she
gained valuable financial insights that
have proven to be a major asset in her
real estate career.

“That experience really helped me gain
a foothold as an agent,” she affirms. “It
doesn’t matter who they are, I always
show up to my client meetings with my
investment hat on, ready to help them
with the biggest investment of their
lives. I still consider myself an advisor of
sorts, for real estate.”

When Darla finally took the leap into real
estate in 2013, it felt like a natural fit.

“I've always wanted to be in real estate,”
she says. “I love houses, architecture,
and design — and I love helping people.”

Strong Guidance

Breland Group, the brokerage Darla has
called home for almost a decade, plays a
key role in her success as well.

“Breland Group is a small, family-run
business, which is so nice,” she smiles.
“There’s no competition either — just
plenty of support.”

She acknowledges her amazing broker,
Lamont Breland, for his guidance and
encouragement throughout her career.
“Lamont is well-respected and has
served in our real estate community in
many ways,” Darla notes. “He realizes
it’s a tough business; I've sat in his office
before and cried.

“But he always answers me with the
same question: ‘What would you want
done to you? He’s a strong Christian as
well, and always does the right thing.
Their entire family is the best.”

Staying Focused

Despite her accomplishments, Darla
remains grounded in her simple yet
powerful philosophy: Knowing she did
her best for other people. That mindset
has served her well, as she firmly
believes consistent communication
and attention to detail are crucial in
her business.




“Believe it or not, I don’t do social
media,” Darla adds with a chuckle. “I'm
not out there telling clients I can market
something better than anyone else; but I
can communicate effectively, and that is
the key to everything in this business.

“I also try to do the right thing for my
clients every time, and they know I have
their back,” she continues. “It’s a simple
formula, but it works.”

When it comes to staying motivated,
Darla turns to her faith. One of her
favorite verses is Psalm 37:4: “Delight
yourself in the Lord, and He will give
you the desires of your heart.”

Family First

Darla’s three young adult children are
her greatest source of joy, and she’s
grateful for the time she gets to spend
with them.

“They are my world,” she beam:s.
“Watching them grow into happy young
adults is my top priority.”

In her downtime, Darla enjoys
decorating and entertaining friends
and family in her lovely, newly built
home — a project she completed just
last year. An enthusiastic traveler,
Darla recently returned from a trip

to Rosemary Beach, Florida, and is
looking forward to her next getaway in
Charleston, South Carolina.

Beyond the homefront, Darla also
remains devoted to making a
positive impact.

“I'm involved with a couple of ministries
and charities that are advocates for
women and children,” she shares. “My
passion for charities is the children.”

For Darla, success has never been

and never will be about rankings or
revenue — it’s about staying true to her
values, giving her best to her clients,
and keeping her faith at the forefront
of her life.

“I love being a solo agent and have
no plans to ever leave Breland,” she
concludes. “My biggest dream is for
my family to always be close, happy,
and blessed.”

ANNEX CAPITAL

A Hard Money Lender For
Real Estate Investors.

ANNEX | CAPITAL

"Your trusted private lending partner.”

We Offer Short Term Loans To Fund The Purchase

And Renovation Of 1-4 Unit Properties. annexcapitalus.com
Annex Capital can approve and fund a loan in as little as 7-10 days. 1315J;%';ﬁ2r:?\?25§3$

Whether you are looking to fix and flip or fix and hold, Annex Capital can
provide you the financing you need as quickly as possible. (502) 618-0383
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