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The Readers have
SPOKEN!

AUROMOMTIVE

Auto Parts: NAPA

Auto Repair: Jones Home Auto
Car Rental: Enterprise

Chevrolet Dealership: Don Ringler
Dent Repair: Extreme Hail & Dent
Farm Equipment: Belton Feed
Ford Dealership: Johnson Brothers
New Car Dealership: Don Ringler
Nissan Dealership: Garlyn Shelton
Oil Change: Kwik Kar

Tires: McGuire Tire

Toyota Dealership: Don Ringler
Truck Dealership: Don Ringler
Used Car Dealership: Don Ringler

Art Gallery: Grace Art Gallery
Bank: Extraco Bank

Barber: East St. Barber

Beauty Shop: Greenbriar Salon
Best Church - Crossroads Church
Best Pastor - FBC Belton

Building Supplies: Norman Lumber
College: UMHB

Community Event: Market Days
Convenience Store: Speedy Mart
County’s Attraction: July 4th
Dance Group: Rusty Dusters
Elementary School: Lakewood
Entertainment: Schoepf’s BBQ
Feed Store: Belton Feed

Golf Course: Sammons Golf Course
High School: Belton High

Hotel: Hilton

Lawn & Garden: Belton Feed
Massage: Woodhouse

Middle School: South Belton

Movie Theater: Grand Avenue
Museum: Bell County Museum
Private School: CTCS

Service Organization: Helping Hands
Swimming Pool: Summer Fun
Towing: Temple Towing
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John Corsi State Farm voted as the best insurance agency

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

The Belton Journal readers voted and chose John Corsi State Farm,
located at 101 Lake Road as the best insurance agency. State Farm offers
auto, homeowners, renters, life, disability, business, and several other
products related to insurance.

“I’m super excited I won the best insurance agency seven years in a
row. I’'m very honored for the support of Bell County. I always strive to
give the best customer service and protect our clients. I love getting the
opportunity to take care of my clients and make sure they are okay. I file
claims and follow up for them,” said insurance agent John Corsi.

Corst tries to be involved in the community civically. He’s the former
President of the Belton Lions Club, has been involved in several school
committees for Belton 1.S.D., and other projects. He’s on the board of
directors for the Belton Area Chamber of Commerce.

“I’m a former educator, I was a high school principal, coach, and
teacher then changed careers after fifteen years. I met an agent, and he
inspired me to go that route,” said Corsi. He also worked as a sales leader

for State Farm Corporate. “I’'m happy I got to come back to Belton in
2017 and take over for Barry Harper who retired. He was a great agent.
I have a wonderful staff that works very hard and strives to care for our
customers and give exceptional service,” said Corsi.

uankvou  Best Tire Shop

M Geeigre Tire
103 Lake Rd. » Belton » 254-939-1357

603 S. 1st » Temple » 254-773-3114

“Since 1947"”
McGuireTire.com




The Belton Journal ~ Reader’s Choice 2025



2025

The Belton Journal ~ Reader’s Choice 5

Grace Art Gallery’s new exhibit Emerging Voices features BISD students’ artwork

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Grace Art Gallery located at 108 W. Central
Avenue opened a new exhibit, Emerging Voices.
The artists are high school students from BISD.
Grace Art Gallery is open Fridays and Saturdays
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and by appointment.

“We had a good turnout for the grand opening.
There were a lot of high school students and their
families. The students were selected by their teach-
ers. Our next exhibit will be the teachers at BISD,”
said owner of Grace Art Gallery, Jo Mapel.

Mapel met with the BISD teachers. They felt
the name of the exhibit Emerging Voices represent-
ed the students and the development of their art.
The artists used different mediums like yard and
embroidery.

“My granddaughter, Emma Haberer, has art
here. The Raggedy Ann doll in her art was mine,
and I gave it to her. The dress Raggedy Ann wears
is calico print,” said Lisa Niemeier.

Haberer had a stack of books that she shredded.
The dress on Raggedy Ann took a while to make.
She used a magazine, books, and a newspaper.

“It was difficult because it was mixed media.
The prompt was containment. I used an exact-o
knife for the strings. I used black and white then
color. I grabbed what was in the classroom. I used a
paper cutter to make the doily,” said artist and soph-
omore at Lake Belton High School, Haberer.

Haberer watched the movie version of Raggedy
Ann, the Broadway musical, as inspiration for the
art. She also plays the flute in the Lake Belton High
School band.

“I found a colorized picture of Ivey Austin
where she was Raggedy Ann. The red and white
stockings were from the Temple Daily Telegram,”
said Haberer.

Another featuring artist from Lake Belton High
School is Azaya Blair. Blair’s work represents her
creativity and personality. She loves to draw real
world things, make it unique, or give it a sense of
unnaturalness. Her work as a whole helps her expe-

rience how she feels or what she wants to reflect, in
a sense. The imperfections are always perfections, if
you give it a chance.

Featuring artist from New Tech High School is
Severin Martinez from Austin. Martinez grew up
surrounded with music and art. She’s been able to
explore different artistic outlets such as drawing,
singing, and painting. She likes going to concerts
and is especially drawn to jazz and blues singers.

Another featuring artist from New Tech High
School is Justice Fetting from Salado and currently
lives in Belton. She’s been drawing for a really long
time and just got into painting in the last few years.
She likes to draw, read, and ““crank that soulja boy”.

Featuring artist from Belton High School is
Angel Romanhurd. He has been doing art since
sixth grade; however, his art really didn’t become
something he’s focused on until last year during
their senior year where he got into drawing super-
heroes. His art regularly consists of colored pencils
and graphite, but he really wants to move away from
that for his piece, Icarus.

Voted Best Gym

Voted Best Gym
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5 Best

SHOPPING

Antiquesi&dEollectibles FBhe)ExchangelmElooring: \Eloorf{Storel& More Shoes: Cochran, Blair & Potts
Applian€es: Eurniture: BobMills Sporting Goods: Academy

Book Store: M&Whai DécorINy Giving Tree Supermarket: HEB

Carpet Store: Bgllf€ounty Carpet IMattressiStore: Walkers Mattress Thrift Store: Darling Decor
Children’s Wear: Lindy Lu’s Men’s Wear: iMERAKIi Western Wear: Cochran, Blair & Potts
Consignment Shop: Lindy Lu’s Office Supply: Perry’s Wine Shop: HEB

Eyewear: Belton Vision Paint Store: Bartek Paint Women’s Wear: Zooty’s

Firearms: Sendero Shooting Pharmacy: Walmart Belton



THANK YOU TO OUR FAMILY,
CUSTOMERS, EMPLOYEES,
FRIENDS, ARTISTS, AND
VENDORS—YOUR SUPPORT
HELPS US CONTINUE TO BE OUR
VERY BEST!

SUNDAY - THURSDAY:
11:00AM - 7:30PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY:
11:00AM - 8:00PM «25@» @@@Dﬂ-ﬂgﬂ-
102 € CRNTRAL AR, BELATON, TX 76513
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of
the

Alcohol: Off the Rails Chicken: Popeyes

Appetizers: Mosaic Grill Chicken Fried Steak: Mikeska’s
Bakery: Miller’s Smokehouse Deli: Katy Deli

Barbecue: Schoepf’s Desserts: Miller’s

Breakfast: Miller Dining Atmosphere: Dead Fish
Buffet: China Cafe Donuts: Little Bohemian
Business Lunch: The Gin Enchiladas: Coronas de Oro
Catering: Mosaic Grille Fajitas: Coronas de Oro
Catfish: Dead Fish Grill Fast Food: Crow’s Burgers

Thanks for buying local.

Herry

We’re honored to be Belton’s
choice for office supplies!

Office Supplies ¢ Contract Furniture Everything Your Workplace Needs
Complete Facility & Janitorial Solutions Order Online for Fast Delivery
Custom Print & Promo Products Chat with our Local Support Team

254-939-5734 ¢ perrytexas.com
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First Date: Napolis Sushi: China Cafe

Food Truck: Pizza PieRos Take Out: Narunyas

French Fries: Level 3 To Take Out of Town Guests: Jody’s
Grill: Mikeska’s Winery: BeeMaRosa

Hamburger: Crows Burgers Hot Sauce: Taqueria Mexicano Grill & Bar

Health Food Store: Natural Grocers
Hot Dogs: Sonic

Ice Cream & Yogurt: Popcorn Friday
Italian: Napolis

Margarita’s: Coronas de Oro

Meat Market: L&R

Meet for Coffee: Arusha’s

Mexican: Coronas de Oro

Oriental: Narunya’s

Pizza: Oakfire

Place to Meet People: Arusha’s Coffee
Sandwiches: Katy Deli

Seafood: Dead Fish Grill

Special Occasion: Commonwealth

Steaks: Schoepf’s BBQ

*HOUSE LEVELING FOUNDATION REPAIR

OVER 60 YRS. EXP
Claude Allen Specialized House Leveling Foundation

5010, Repair & Concrete LLC,. 5010,
§ % CALLTO GET ON OUR LEVEL ~ # k2
¥ 9095 * (254)931-0435 ¥ 9095 *

HMASONRY = CORICEIETE

% YOUR FOUNDATION GREAT AGAIN
WWW.CLAUDEALLENHOUSELEVELING.COM
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Trio has made significant contributions to the Belton community

By DAVID TUMA
The Belton Journal

Leila Valchar embarked on her entrepreneurial journey in January
2011 when she opened My Giving Tree Gift Shop & Gallery in the
heart of downtown Belton. This venture was not without its challeng-
es, particularly in the early months when Leila had to forgo a steady
paycheck to invest in her dream. Her commitment to the shop was
unwavering, even as it faced significant hurdles, including a partic-
ularly tough trial during the COVID-19 pandemic, which severely
impacted many small businesses. Fortunately, the Belton commu-
nity rallied around local shops like My Giving Tree and iMERAKi,
demonstrating remarkable solidarity during difficult times.

Small businesses like Leila’s play a vital role in the local econ-
omy, contributing over 50 percent to its overall health and provid-
ing employment to a multitude of residents. Leila’s entrepreneurial
journey began in 2010, when she noticed a quaint rental space that
piqued her interest. After careful consideration, she decided to take

THANK YOU FOR THEVOTES!

254-613-4420
N0 E, Coniral Ave.

FORIMNERLY RAZZLE DAZZLE

the plunge and eventually purchased a 6,000-square-foot building,
which became the foundation of My Giving Tree. Initially, the shop
was a mixed assortment of various items, lacking a clear identity.
However, through her perseverance, tireless dedication, and a keen
understanding of market trends, Leila shaped it into a thriving retail
destination.

Today, downtown Belton is vibrant with life, filled with residents
and visitors alike exploring its offerings. My Giving Tree has evolved
into a well-curated store, showcasing a diverse and eclectic collection
of custom-made jewelry, stylish clothing, unique gifts, and stunning
artwork from local artists. This focus on local craftsmanship not only
supports artists in the area but also helps foster a sense of community.

In 2019, Leila’s vision was further amplified when her daughters,
Jessica Shelton and Jamie Davenport, joined the family business by
opening their own store, IMERAKIi. With their shared entrepreneurial
spirit, the trio has made significant contributions to their community,
organizing events that bring people together, supporting the launch
of new businesses, and nurturing a collaborative environment among
local entrepreneurs.

Looking ahead, the story of My Giving Tree and iMERAKi
exemplifies the values of sacrifice, resilience, and a genuine passion
for their work. Leila takes immense pride in her daughters and their
dedication to both the business and the community at large. Their
collective journey serves as a powerful testament to the endurance
and strength of small businesses and the unwavering support of the
communities that cherish them. Through their efforts, they continue
to inspire others and create a lasting positive impact on Belton.
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RECORITE

Accountant: Alton Thiele
Attorney: Josh Pearson
City Employee: James Grant

Club President: Jon Fontenot - Lions Club
Dentist: Dr. Cox

Grocery Store Clerk: Logan Mayberry
Insurance Agent: John Corsi

Local Band: Jay White

Photographer: Christopher Winston

Radio News Anchor: Ann Harder

Real Estate Agent: Terri Covington

Travel Agent: Your Travel Agent

TV News Anchor: Baylee Bates

Unsung Hero: First Responders

Veterinarian: Alex Putre, Belton Small Animal Clinic
Waiter/Waitress: Kate Pearson @Commonwealth

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US THE BEST!

LIC #TACLA21562E
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BEST BEST,
CHEVY 2RTOYOTA

BEST BEST
NEWCARINE WIRUCK:,

BESTJUSED
CARS'G*TRUCKS
SERVING

CENTRAL TEXAS
SINCE 1979

254.774.6500 DONRINGLERTOYOTA.COM | DONRINGLERCHEVROLET.COM
800.460.3728 EXIT 294B OFF 1-35 BETWEEN BELTON AND TEMPLE
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Assisted Living: Brookdale Western Hills
Estate Planning: Rainey & Rainey

Funeral Home: Harper Talasek

Hearing Aids: Hearing & Brain Center

Home Health: Home Instead

Hospice: Gentiva

Independent Living: Woodland Cottages

Law Firm: Baird & Zimmerman

Medicare Insurance: Golden Age Health Plans
Memory Care: Stoney Brook

Nursing Home: Park Place Manor
Rehabilitation: Integrity Rehab

Residential Home: Little Elm Residential Care /
Country Home Personal Care

2

P -¢
}“{//Q\\/

fl \\ug‘(

VOTED BEST ART GALLERY

WWW. GRACEGALLERY.ART

108 WEST CENTRAL AVENUE, BELTON TX 76513

@@
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K..,\l

Norman
Building
Materials

FEAMILY OWNED &
OPERATED SINCE 1945

THANKS FOR VOTING US
THIE BEST IIN BUIILDING
SUPPLIIES

WE MAKE SURE YOU EXPERIENCE
THE BEST & FASTEST SERVICE. Hello Belton!

1010 S. Main St. - Belton, TX 76513 « (254) 939-5132 We sure do love this town,

and we are proud to call it
home. While this wonder-
ful community has always
been warm and welcoming
to our organization, this
unexpected honor is the
icing on the cake. Thank
you to everyone who par-
ticipated, our customers,
our clients, and our entire
staff who made all of this
possible. We promise to
work every day to contin-

Voted Best: ue to earn your trust and
oo ° ° your continued support of
Fajitas, Margaritas, & Enchiladas our company. Thank you

all, happy holidays, and

a T[' here’s to a fantastic new
1030 /AM = D80 [P year ahead!

= OUR MISSION:
10580 AM = 10500 PV People and ethics first. From investor to resident, buyer to seller,

@@J every detail matters.
1030 /AM = BV

e 2ISASGIBES 007
EEEFE 20 S East S, Belton, T 76518
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Harper-Talasek Funeral Homes is family-owned once again

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

The Belton Journal readers
voted and chose Harper-Talasek
Funeral Homes as the best funeral
home. Their Belton location at 503
N. Main St. (previously Heartfield
Funeral Home) has been around
since the 1860s, their Temple loca-
tion at 500 W. Barton Ave, and
their Killeen location at 506 N.
38t St. have been around since the
1960s.

“We are very grateful to our
community for choosing us and
to the families that we are able
to serve for trusting us. My wife,
Lori, and I are the new owners. The
funeral homes are no longer owned
by a corporation, but are fami-
ly-owned and operated again,” said

Dominic Holsome, President and
CEOQO, CFSP, of Harper-Talasek.

They plan on continuing to host
their Annual 9/11 First Responders
Appreciation event at each of their
locations, where a free meal is
provided for fire, police, and any
other first responders in their com-
munities.

“We are very excited! It’s
important to be able to bring the
values of a family-owned busi-
ness to our community. As a fam-
ily-owned business, we can offer
our families a personable feel that
helps people feel heard and val-
ued,” said Holsome.

Holsome and his wife acquired
the business in October. Holsome
previously worked for the corpora-
tion, fell in love with the communi-
ties, and wanted to serve them with

excellence.

“I called the corporation and
asked if they were interested in
selling the businesses to me, and
they were. While it’s a big respon-
sibility and undertaking, it’s excit-
ing to get to meet folks and let
them know that we’re here for
them,” said Holsome.

Holsome and his team are
working to create an affordable
option for families that experi-
ence stillbirth. In those instances,
Holsome works with the family
to cover the expenses of their ser-
vices. This only leaves the family
responsible for the cost of mer-
chandise items, such as caskets.

“We’re excited to serve our
communities with respect, honor,
and excellence for generations,”
said Holsome.

We are honored to serve you
today, tomorrow, and beyond.

Harper Talasek Funeral Homes
Now Family-Owned & Operated

For generations, families across Central Texas have trusted Harper Talasek Funeral Homes for compassionate, professional
care. Today, we are honored to share an important milestone: our firm is proudly family-owned and operated.

This transition strengthens what has always mattered most—personal service, local stewardship, and a deep respect for
every life we are entrusted to honor. As a family-owned funeral home, decisions are made locally, care is more personal,

and every family is treated as our own.

With three conveniently located funeral homes, Harper Talasek continues a long-standing tradition of serving Temple, Belton,
and Killeen with respect, honor, and excellence for generations.

www.harpertalasek.com
Family-Owned & Operated
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Air Conditioning: Bell Air
Alarm/Security: Tim’s Alarm

Carpet Cleaning: Bell County Flooring
Chiropractor: Montgomery Chiropractor
Clinic: Baylor Scott & White

Credit Union: Texell

Day Care: Belton Education Station
Dental Office: Belton Family
Dermatology: Real Skin

Dry Cleaning: Johnnie’s Cleaners
Employment Agency: Express

Financial Advisor: Matt Gunter

Gym: Extreme Cheer

Home Leveling: Claude Allen

Insurance Agency: John Corsi - State Farm
Internet Provider: Astound

Landscaping: Grizzly’s

Mortgage: Fairway

17

Salon: BeYouTiful

Orthodontist: West Temple

Pawn Shop: 1st Cash Pawn

Pest Control: Hartman Pest

Pet Grooming: Mobi Dog
Plumbing: Nagy

Property Management: Mike Linneman
Roofing: Tanner

School Teacher: Bonnie Dominquez
Shipping Center: UPS Belton

Shoe Repair: Bob’s

Signs & Banners: Custom Signs
Skincare: Z Medical Aesthetics

Spa: Wood House

Tax Service: Alton Thiele

Title Company: Monteith Abstract
Veterinarian: Belton Small Animal
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Topanga Boutique, new in downtown Belton

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Kelsie Williams, owner of Topanga Boutique, a clothing
store for women, opened the shop on July 26.

Located at 122 N. Pearl St., in what is said to have been the
judge’s house in the 1800s now houses fashion that can save
you a trip to Austin.

Williams said, “I cracked the doors open, put the sign on,
and the girls came in...playing dress up...they are comfortable
browsing.”

The boutique carries extra small through extra-large.
Williams plans to have a plus-size section, but for now, occa-
sionally, plus sizes are available. Newborn sizes up to six
toddlers for girls, and just in for boys are graphic tees, per cus-
tomer requests. Other items include low-end costume jewelry,
higher-priced jewelry, handbags, scarves, books, stickers, and
candles.

Educated in business and with a background in sales,

Williams wanted to build a community for women in Belton,
combining her love of being a “girl’s girl.”

Topanga Boutique design makes customers feel like they
have entered a girlfriend’s closet. Shoppers range from pre-
teens up to women in their 80s.

“What’s a Topanga?” is a fun tagline to get people talking
about the store. Ordering what customers tell her they wish she
stocked is another way Williams stays on their mind.

“There’s something for everybody. I wanted to have my
roots here, and, you know, have my daughter watch me...and
she’s like, Mommy, ‘our store’,” said Williams of her daughter
Hazel Moon Williams.

“I’m very interactive on Instagram. If they message me,
they DM me...I can invoice them items. I can order it for
them,” Williams said.

Current hours, with plans to expand Dec. hours:

Wednesday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Thursday, 11 a.m.—4 p.m.

Friday, 11 a.m.—4 p.m.

Saturday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

A women’s Valentine’s Day event is scheduled in Feb. and
a ribbon cutting in the spring. Follow Topanga Boutique on
Instagram at topangaboutiquebelton, TikTok at topangabou-
tique, or phone 254-613-4107. Tell Kelsie Williams you read
this article in The Belton Journal and get a discount.
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THANK YOU

FOR VOTING US
BEST IN BANKING!

WE SINCERELY APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS.

YOUR ONE-STOP-SHOP
SCAN TO LEARN MORE.

Extraco | Let'sBuild
Banks. Some Dreams

extracobanks.com | 254.774.5500
Member FDIC
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Dana McKinney shares her story about her tax business

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Before starting her business McKinney
Tax Services, Dana McKinney spent over
a decade working as an accountant for
small companies in Bell County.

“The experience prepared me to take
a leap of faith and start my business in
2011. I wanted to offer my knowledge
to our community at an affordable price
and friendly environment, said Dana
McKinney. “We are locally owned and
operated. I reside in Belton, along with
my husband Ken and our three children
Faith, Quinlan, and Colin.

Dana McKinney and her husband are
both Philadelphia, Pennsylvania natives
who came to Texas while he worked in

the military in 1998. Dana McKinney has
been a professional federal tax preparer,
an AFSP record holder for over twen-
ty-three years, and maintains an annual
designation with the IRS.

“I enjoy getting to know all my cli-
ents. I believe they deserve one-on-one
personal relationships throughout the
year, not just during tax season. Taxes do
not have to be complicated, but with our
approach, we just don’t prepare a return,
we inform you in a way that is easy to
understand and guide them,” said Dana
McKinney.

They added the Belton Business
Buckle next door this year, as an educa-
tional tool to empower small businesses.
It will be a dynamic hub where small busi-
nesses, from inception, find the knowledge

and resources to achieve sustained success.
Our commitment is to be the cornerstone of
their growth and prosperity.

John Corsi

Voted Best Insurance Agent

Seventh year in a Row!
Like a Good
Neighbor,
State F arm
is There

101 LAKE ROAD « 254-939-5846
(FM439, SOUTHWEST CORNER OF MAIN & LAKE ROAD) BELTON, TX
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We would like
to thank
Belton Journal
readers for
voting us the
“Best Hamburger”
in Bell County!

MONDAY -FRIDAY
10:30AM- 7:00PM

SATURDAY
10:30AM- 3:00PM

@EroyySbutgershop

Old Waco Rd. * Belton * 939-0333
When someone you love faces a life-limiting
illness, count on us for the physical,

gentiva

HOSPICE

emotional and spiritual support to help
them live comfortably with dignity and grace.

Our place is by your side

(254)742-2000 gentivahs.com
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