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From fresh sprouts to deep-rooted oaks,
these businesses shape and strengthen our community.




Page 1

The Belton Journal

Roll of Honor

Cochran, Blair & Potts is the oldest department store in Texas

the president and Michael is the vice-president.

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Cochran, Blair & Potts has been in
business since 1869; for 156 years. They
are located at 221 E. Central Ave. at the
corner of Central and Penelope.

Michelle Rodriguez / Belton Journal
(Left to right) Robert Potts, Jr. and his brother Michael at Cochran, Blair & Potts Department Store. Robert is

“The museum upstairs is closed due to
storm damage. The store was closed a few
days, but will re-open after New Years.
There are a lot of cool things like a library
of ledger books. We have the original from
1869,” said President, Robert Potts, Jr.

Some museum items are downstairs
and can be viewed at the store front win-
dow. There is a drawer that was used to
hold patterns in the fabric department.
There is also an old Bell County notary.
There is even a coin holder and change
maker that was used from 1900 until 1982.

The store takes up the whole side of
the block on Penelope St. There are 4 en-
trances open to the public. The store space
is 12,000 square feet. They moved to the
current building in 1884. The cast iron
columns on the outside of the building are
original from 1887.

“We did a renovation project in 2016.
We renovated the inside of the building.
On the exterior, they finished an enhance-
ment project with new structural work,
awnings, and lights,” said Potts.

The departments are women’s, men’s,
kid’s, gifts, and shoes. The women’s de-
partment was originally upstairs. They
also had bridal gowns.

It’s a family business. They’ve been
owned by the same family for 140 years.
Pott’s father, Robert Potts, Sr. is re-
tired. His brother, Michael Potts, is the
vice-president and does clerical and ac-
counting work. His wife, Ashley Potts,
does the buying.

“Our key employee is Dorinda Gia-
narelli. She’s a rock star salesperson,” said
Potts.

Their shoes are the most purchased
item. They have On brand tennis shoes
and Red Wing brand work boots.

Throughout their history, they’ve main-
tained one constant factor of “delivering
the highest level of customer service.”
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All County Surveying formed in 1988 by Charles “Chuck” Lucko

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Chuck Lucko is a registered professional
land surveyor. He started his business from his
home in Temple and it grew to what it is to-
day. Their office is located at 4330 S. 5th St. in
Temple. They perform all type of surveys from
residential lot, land acreage, and subdivision to
topographic, engineering design, construction
layout and staking, and commercial ALTA and
as-built surveys.

Lucko attended Temple College back
when it was called Temple Junior College. He

worked for Bruce Mause while going to Tex-
as State Technical College in Waco. He earned
his associates degree in engineering and took a
surveying job in Houston with an urban engi-
neering company.

“My crew leader was taking the truck to the
beach on the weekends. They made me a tem-
porary crew lead. I studied and ended up being
named the permanent crew,” said Lucko.

He worked in Houston until 1988 while
the economy was still flat. He decided to get
his license in civil engineering and went back
home to Temple to work. He got married the
same year.
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“I would work in the field all day and then
do drawings at night. I just kind of grew a repu-
tation,” said Lucko.

When hiring employees Lucko likes to look
for a good person over skills. He believes that
skills are trainable when people have a good at-
titude.

“l had a friend of mine named Dwayne
working for me around 1990 or so and we went
over to try to get some work. We went to a real-
tor’s luncheon. We looked up marketing tricks
and made origami pianos and put them on each

See CHUCK,
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LOCAL CHAPTER 20
“Friendly Customer

Service”
Lowest Prices in the Area!

Home, Auto, & Life

1102 W. Adams Ave,
Suite B, Temple

Jason Winkler
(254)771-5600

Winklerinsurance.com

perry

Locals serving
local workplaces
since 1920!

Furniture & Design
Janitorial Supply
Laundry & Warewash
Floor Care Supply
Office Essentials
Branded Iltems

We deliver!
Order online at
perrytexas.com
(254) 778-4755
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Central Texas M cGuire
HO“Sing Y “Known For Service”
Consortium T"e LLC Full-Service Jeweler
UNDER ONE ROOF Passenger
Light Truck Same Service!
Truck/Retreads
OTR/Farm Same Ouality!
Mobile Service Quality
Alignments gy
715 Sanders Shocks/Brakes Same Family!
Belton, Tx Custom Wheels .
939.5321 “For Over 3 Generations” Sincel950
Since 1947 1202 South 31st.
70}; w (ial}r}oun 773-3114 Temple
empre, 21X 603 South 1st -
2732000 (254)773-5772

Paloasels

|Overhead Doors, Inc
254-778-3372
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Parts & Service
on ALL MAKES
& MODELS

« Sales
o Installation

e Service
3304-B Kegley LN, Temple

College Heights
Baptist Church
« Independent, Authorized
King James Bible

« Traditional hymns in our
services.

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 10:45am
Evening Worship 5:00pm

COME WORSHIP
WITH US!

Albert S. Gregg, Pastor
2006 S. 5th St.Temple
254-778-4328
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realtor’s table with a business card
in it. The next day the phones were
ringing off the hook,” said Lucko.

One notable project is the big
sewer line that runs water through
the creek from the park all the way
to the sewer plant between Temple
and Belton. It is the oldest sewer
line in Temple.

“My main goal has been to
tell people what we’re going to
do, then how much it will cost,
and then do it. If you could do

that, then you can be successful.
Just treat people nice and follow
through,” said ..

Another project he likes is one
that started in 2007. They are still
working on it today.

“There’s a project we worked
on with a local engineering com-
pany. We’ve done a lot of surveys
at the Temple airport. The cities of
Belton and Temple have been re-
ally good,” said Lucko.

)

Harper-Talasek

FUNERAL HOMES

SPECIALIZE IN:

‘We make it personal.®

503 N. Main ° Belton
254-939-2411

506 N. 38th St. ® Killeen

PIER & BEAM, SLAB,
FLAT WORK,
MASONRY, HEADSTONES,
HISTORICAL HOMES,
MOBILE HOMES

254-699-8200

500 W. Barton ° Temple
254-773-4564

www.harpertalasek.com

CusTom
DRAPERIES
By Lypia

1305 N. Main
Belton, TX

939-1070

Established 1972

20,

Double T

Construction Inc.
« Residential
« Commercial Repairs
o New Construction
Remodeling
« Custom Cabinets

(234) 939-1934

Doubletconstructioninctx.com

SUPPORT
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Year-Round
Exhibits, Programs

& Events for
The

ENTIRE
Family!

ALWAYS FREE ADMISSION
254-933-5243

201 N. Main In Belton
BellCountyMuseum.org

49 Years | a5 vears | _____d3Vears ] 42Years § 42 Years § 41vears

EMBGEN
=

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

Professional
Accounting
Services to
Grow your

Business

3520 SW H.K.
Dodgen Loop

www.templecpa.com
254.773.9907

DonRingler.com

Sharing the love of Christ globally,
while connecting people and meeting needs.

254-939-0124
627 Hope for the Hungry St
www.hopeforthehungry.org

254-180-2514

Tami[y Owned
and O]oemteaf
Since 1983

Cris & Heather Tatum

hartmanpest.com

FB/IG @HopefortheHungry

Positions Available!

No Fee to Become a Applicant

Providing jobs in
Central Texas
Killeen

254-554-5700
1801 Trimmer Rd. Ste. A7

Temple
254-771-5595
200 W. Calhoun Ave

expresspros.com/TempleTX

C.D.w
TAX SERVICE

Bookkeeping &
Financial Service

Personal & Business
Tax Forms Prepared
Refund Loans
Electronic Filing
Available

Willie Capps
Owner
1723 West Ave. D
742-5374
778-4371
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Monica Sobotka continues her mom’s life work

at Custom Draperies by Lydia

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Custom Draperies by Lydia is
a window treatment specialist
company offering drapery and
shutter installation and win-
dow treatments. They do work
from Waco to Georgetown to
Lampasas. They are located at
1305 N. Main St. in Belton.
“Mom married dad. He was in
the army. They met in Germa-
ny. She got her citizenship and
started the business at home
in the garage in 1972. They
moved by Royal Oaks Plaza
where the t-shirt shop is. They
built the building we are in
now in 1983 and been here
since,” said Monica Sobotka.
Their ribbon cutting was on
Nov. 18, 1986 and was in the
newspaper that week. Every-
thing fabric-wise is made at
the shop in the workroom.
They offer shades, blinds, and
shutters. The newest popular
items are motorized shades,
blinds, and drapery rods.

“I always worked with mom
since she started the business
at home. I helped before and
after school. I did this the ma-
jority of my life. Dad retired
from the military. He passed
in 2000. Mom retired back in
2012,” said Sobotka.

Sobotka likes a good stable
cotton fabric with a tight
weave. A looser weave fabric

Belton Journal/Michelle Rodriguez
Monica Sobotka with Custom Draperies by Lydia, posing in front of window treat-
ment samples at her store. She took over her mother’s business when she re-

tired in 2012. They’ve been in business since 1972.

causes shifting. It has to work
with the application that it
will be used for.

“Lee Jofa is my favorite fabric
because there are no flaws,
it’s good quality, and made of
cotton,” said Sobotka.

They build cornices and pad-
ded headboards. They’ve even
sewn flags!

“We made the attendance
banners for the junior high.
We’ve had a lot of good
projects. We do commercial
buildings with big windows
250 feet tall. We did the PNC
bank downtown, quite a bit
at UMHB, and Baylor, Scott
and White. I love every job
honestly. An artist wanted to

do a prairie ship. We took the
machines to Temple and con-
structed it,” said Sobotka.
Sobotka is also involved in
the women in the outdoors
group. She’s been doing it for
25 years. She’s an event coor-
dinator.

“Mom got started when we
lived in Copperas Cove when
[ was 3. Dad was sent to Ko-
rea for the Korean war. She
answered an ad in the local
paper. A lady was looking
for a seamstress. My siblings
were at school and I would
go with mom. I played with
Maggie Bush’s daughter. We
were the same age. Our par-
ents would sew. We are still
friends today,” said Sobotka.
“I have 2 sons. They live in
the Dallas area. My husband
and I have 5 grandkids. One
of my grandkids, Sydney,
likes to come during school
break to sew. Last time, we
did a skirt, blanket, and pil-
lows. I taught her how to
measure and pattern match,”
said Sobotka.

Their long-time employee
Irma Pedrasa is like family.
She’s worked there for 44
years. She has been a big part
of making Custom Draperies
by Lydia the best.
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By Susan Kolodziejczyk &

Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

On January 6, 1866, the first
typeset and roll of ink were
placed on paper and published
for the residents of Belton and
Bell County. The Belton Weekly
Journal (1866), now known as
The Belton Journal, is the old-

The Belton Journal

The oldest business in Bell County,
The Belton Journal turns 159

est business on record in Belton
and Bell County (established
in 1850) and the second oldest
continuously published weekly
newspaper in Texas.

In the April 21, 1966 issue, an
article titled “Journal Observes
100 Years of Continuous Publi-
cation” recognized The Journal’s
100th birthday and featured a

warm congratulatory telegram
from Texas Governor John Con-
nally. The writer of the article
stated, “In the interest of honest
reporting, the Journal must ad-
mit it was not the first newspa-
per in Belton, but it was the only
surviving one. By the best count
available, a total of 13 others ex-
isted, earning this town the repu-
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tation as ‘the graveyard of news-
papers.””

The founder and first publish-
er of The Journal was James T.
Longino, who was presumably
of Italian descent. His stepfather,
Major Jouett Harber Davenport,
joined him in the business but
soon bought out Longino. The
founding story of The Journal is

Darrel Green’s

g:a

Proudly Celebrating 36 Years!
www.ga-tx.com

G

CHITE(!TS

254.778.1466

815 N Main St, Belton
Kelly Garcia, AIA, Principal * kelly@ga-tx.com

C A P P S BAIRD / WILLIAMS
CONSTRUCTION,
GENERATOR-STARTER LTD.
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
Automotive & Industrial Thank you Central
Starters Generators Texas for all of
Alternators Designing &
these great years. esigning ¢
Manufacturing
"Eépert V{or@m&n}shipland Fine Custom
uaranteed Matenials” . Cabinets
Sales + Service * Repair 900 W. Irvin Locally Owned & Operated
77 8 4371 Temple’ TX 76503 Gene & Sharon Kopriva
Hwy 36 - Heidenheimer
1723 W.Ave. D 254-773-3499
Temple 254-983-5771

PACK-N-MAIL

Specializes in small
business shipping &
mailing anything
everywhere

Quick Service...
BIG Smiile...

(254) ?78-7600

1610 S. 31st. Temple

Voted Best In Central Texas
For 20 years In A Row

Dine In, TO-GO, Delivery & Catering
Have Your Event With US!
254-778-4434

Order Online: DynastyChineseRestaurant.com
2501 Airport Rd. Temple
Serving The Temple Area Since 1986

FOOD
FORBODY
& SOUL

ALL COUNTY SURVEYING, INC
Surveying ¢« Mapping

Construction Layout

Charles C. Lucko, RPLS
President

Gary W. Mitchell, RPLS

254.778.2272
800.749.PLAT

allcountysurveying.com

Auto Clinic, Inc.

Trust Our Experts to
keep Your Vehicle
Running Smoothly

Darrel &
Steven Green

917 S. 1st in Temple

254-770-0666

Repairs, Maintenance, Tires
Brakes, Heating and AC
Computer Diagnostics

Kasberqg
Cabinets

QUALITY,
COUSTOM-BUILT
CABINETS

OWNER
BOBBY KASBERG

254-718-8001

3701 Riverside Trail,
Temple, TX 76502

Gary Schmiedekamp,
LUTCF

« Life « Home
« Auto « Farm & Ranch

1341 Marlandwood Rd.
Temple, TX 76502-3345

79 ears | 28 Years

Dr. Knowles is your
Board Certified
Orthodontist in

Central Texas

254-113-8028

209 Hilliard Rd. in Temple

smileattheworld.com

WILSON

Construction
Services, LLC

CONCRETE WORK

o Driveways
« Sidewalks
« Patios
« Steps
« Rock/Brick Work
» Bobcat Services
« Asphalt Repair
Residental «< Commercial

254-421-0933

Fully insured for your protection

Dew360@aol.com
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detailed in the sesquicentennial edi-
tion of the article titled “The Found-
ing Father of the Journal.” Writer
Matthew K. Hamilton noted that Dav-
enport was a livestock raiser, newspa-
per publisher, lawyer, state senator,
and Confederate military officer.

In the July 28, 2016 award-win-
ning edition, an article titled “Pub-
lisher’s Note” marked the sesqui-
centennial, celebrating 150 years of
publication. “No person or corpora-
tion owns The Belton Journal. You
own it. With the 50 cents you paid

The Cut §
Curl Hair
Sal()n We Specialize in Medicare
Insurance Plans:
Professional Yfﬁggngn
[Family Hair Care ENROLLMENT
OPPORTUNITIES!
CALL:

695 Bottoms E. Rd. Don 254-760-5052

Temple, TX Cheryl 254-718-0504
1516 S. 31st., Suite A
(254) 742-0031 Temple, TX

254-778-4448

The Belton Journal

this week, you are a part-owner of the
newspaper. In 10 years, we may only
be found online. Whether in print or
on your phone, our job and the job
of future publishers is to report what
is happening in the community,” said
Publisher David Tuma. “I am fortu-
nate as a businessman to have spent
the best years of my life serving this
community.”

The paper has operated from var-
ious locations but has always been
in the downtown area. Its first loca-
tion was in the John Henry Building,

25 Yoars | 25 Years | 21Years | 18 Years

M-36617
o« Commercial

24 Hour Service e Residential

Local or Long « Remodel
Distance o Repair
“Serving All Of Your
Don & Tammy Ward Plumbinyg Needs”

(254) 760-9334

Fax:(254) 939-9550
nagyplumb@yahoo.com

INSURED

4852 East Hwy 53
Temple, TX

(254) 773-7486

which still exists and is currently be-
ing restored to its former status as the
1895 Belton Opera House, located at
the corner of Main and Water Street.

Most issues of The Belton Journal
can be found on the City of Belton’s
Lena Armstrong Public Library
website at beltontexas.gov. The site
serves as a resource for the history
of Belton, obituaries, and genealogy.
However, issues from 1866 to 1869
are not available online due to fires
in 1898 and 1914 that irretrievably
destroyed any existing paper copies.

Authorized Dealer

100 Years Experience Let
Troy Keep Your Car Running

« Alignments « Brake Specialists

Breakfast Served Daily
8-1am.

« Oil Changes « Pm Services
« State Inspections
M-F: 7:30am-6pm
Sat: 7:30am-1pm
1818 W. Ave M Temple, Texas

791-TROY (87698)
& 721-0552

2170 N. MAIN ST
(254) 939-3010

Clembbg.com

Unique Gifis
&
Monogramming

Gift Shop &
Gallery

121 N. East Street

254-770-0904

1401 South 31st Street Belton, TX
Suite 1 in Temple
Pecan Plaza 254'939'8133

Lawiy the
Leok Safon

254-939-5050

« HairCuts « Color

Movieline: Straigh
« Straighten « Perms
254-939-5000 « Hair Styling » Waxing
« Hair Treatments
2809 Oakmark Dr. « Brazilian Blow outs

254-721-8430
605 N. Main St

Belton, TX 76513

grandavenuetheater.com
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Troy Ashford
Agent

“Gets You Back
Where you Belong”

201 E. 2nd Ave
Belton, TX 76513

254-933-2007
Fax 254-933-2077

Se Habla Espaiiol

Trusted LOCALLY &
Respected NATIONALLY

1108 W. Adams Ave Suite 301
254-410-1564

Libertytax.com

O LIBERTYTAX

121 N. East St #A

Belton, TX 76513
(254) 831-5101

Shopimeraki.com

#IMERAKiofficial
[=]%55 =]
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