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elcome to Belton, the heart of Bell County!
Whether you’re just passing through, visiting
a friend, or considering making this your new
home, I’'m delighted that you’re taking the time to explore and learn
more about us. In this digital age, where communities often feel dis-
tant, I hope you discover an authentic community
filled with great people.
Take the time to explore our historic downtown,
drive through this charming corner of the hill coun-
try, and enjoy the outdoors on our hike and bike
trails or at one of our beautiful lakes. While there
are many stories to be experienced here in Belton,
I encourage us all to look up from our screens and
explore life beyond posting pictures and memories.
Belton is ideally located at a crossroads between
Ft. Cavazos, Austin, and Waco. We’re not far from
Dallas-Ft. Worth and San Antonio, nestled between
two lovely lakes—Belton Lake and Stillhouse Hollow Lake. This
central location has made us a regional hub for education, health-
care, and logistics. Our diverse economy benefits residents, but it’s
our vibrant culture that truly sets us apart. This community offers a
wealth of experiences for both visitors and residents, including live
music, varied restaurants, great schools, active churches, and won-
derful celebrations like our 4th of July Parade and Rodeo.
My favorite place in Belton is our downtown, located along
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Nolan Creek and highlighted by the beautiful and historic Coun-

ty Courthouse. Our downtown is a lively and integral part of our

community. It’s a gathering place where small businesses thrive and

people come together in a safe, welcoming atmosphere. I cherish

weekends when you can see young and old from diverse back-
grounds sharing common experiences. It’s a wonder-
ful canvas for building community and creating lasting
memories.

Belton is a melting pot of cultures and people, from de-
scendants of the first settlers in Texas to those who have
moved here for retirement or new job opportunities. You
won’t find a greater representation of the true Texas spirit:
a community that is both fiercely independent and loyal.
I’ve heard it said that you can define community as hav-
ing at least three connections with another person. By this
definition, you’re part of a community if you see someone
at the coffee shop, sit in the bleachers at a sporting event,

and possibly attend church together. The quality of our community
is defined by the many opportunities we have to join together and
experience life.

While I’ve come across many places that seem to foster communi-
ty on the surface, it’s rare to experience it firsthand. I hope you’ll see
what a great community we have, and my greatest hope is that you’ll
take part in it yourself. Belton is truly special—a welcoming and di-
verse community—and we hope you can help make it even better.

Belton Area Chamber of Commerce — Better Together

The Belton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce supports
and promotes our commu-
nity in a variety of ways
to make the Belton area a
great place to live, work,
shop, play, and raise a fam-
ily. Through the promotion
of business growth and
providing opportunities for
members to learn, lead and
serve, the Chamber pro-
vides opportunities for its
members to work together
to make our community bet-
ter and stronger.

“Better Together” is
more than just a slogan for
the Belton Area Chamber
of Commerce. As a mem-
bership organization, our
strength comes from the
collective and coordinated
efforts of our members.

Working  with
community partners

our
is a

key focus for the Cham-
ber. Through coordination
with the City of Belton,
Belton Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, Bell
County, Belton ISD, Work-
force Solutions of Cen-
tral Texas, Central Texas
Council of Governments,
Fort Cavazos, Universi-
ty of Mary Hardin-Baylor,
Downtown Belton Business
Alliance, local VFWs and
American Legion, elected
officials, and other member
organizations, we are better
able to serve our growing
community. These strategic
partnerships are essential to
coordinated efforts to pro-
mote economic growth and
quality of life within the
Belton area.

For both established
businesses and those look-
ing to open a new busi-

ness in the Belton area, the
Chamber provides a variety
of resources and opportuni-
ties to connect and invest in
the community. New busi-
nesses especially find the
information,  connections
and opportunities available
through the Chamber to be
valuable in establishing
themselves and expanding
their influence.

The Chamber actively
promotes supporting local
businesses through “Shop
Local” campaigns. Local-
ly owned small businesses
are vital to the health and
growth of our community,
and the support our com-
munity provides to them is
returned in numerous ways.
The impact our local busi-
nesses have on the quali-
ty of life we enjoy in the
Belton area cannot be over-

stated.

An important role for
the Chamber is in its ongo-
ing advocacy for local small
businesses, both through
legislative avenues and
through its efforts to inform
and equip members with
knowledge, resources and
connections to impact rules
and regulations. The Cham-
ber provides timely and ac-
curate information to mem-
bers through regular emails,
website and social media.

Perhaps the most wide-
ly recognized activity of
the Belton Area Chamber
of Commerce is the annual
4th of July Celebration, the
largest event in our central
Texas area with over 50,000
people enjoying the various

See CHAMBER,
Page 25
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& LAMPASAS AREA

Residential Commercial  Historic Homes |

(CZETIR]) 25+ 613-4022

Since 2008, WM Roofing has been a family-owned
and operated business dedicated to providing
top-quality residential and commercial roofing services
across Central Texas. With two convenient locations in
Lampasas and Belton, we proudly serve most of the region,
earning 5-star reviews and recognition as the Best of Lampasas
County and Best of Central Texas. Choose WM Roofing for
award-winning service and trusted expertise you can rely on!

WMROOFINGTX.COM

200 E. CENTRAL AVE. SUITE A BELTON
805 S KEY AVE, LAMPASAS
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With an in-depth understanding of

the local job market and established
relationships with local employers,

educational institutions, and qualified job search
support vendors, we provide you with the
resources, intelligence, and tools you need to
succeed. We offer career planning guidance, tips
and advice for improving your job search,
training and education opportunities, and the

financial support to make it all possible.

The Belton Journal

Opening
yourself to
opportunity
makes you easier
for opportunity
to find you.

W
WORKFORCE

SOLUTIONS OF CENTRAL TEXAS

[=]
[=]

WFSCTX is an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer and is funded wholly or in part through federal grants.
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Relay Texas: 711-TDD: 1.800.735.2989 - Voice: 1.800.735.2988
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Belton Celebrates 175 Years of Colorful History

This year marks the
175th anniversary of the
City of Belton and Bell
County. Located on Nolan
Creek at the center of the
county, Belton was first
settled in the late 1840s as
Nolan Springs. When Bell
County was established in
1850, it was renamed No-
lanville.

In August 1850, the
town was laid out in blocks
and streets, with a court-
house square at its center,
as described by longtime
librarian Lena Armstrong.
The name was changed
from Nolanville to Belton
in 1851. Initially the only
town in the county, Belton
served as a key stop for pi-
oneers heading west.

Soon after lots were
sold, businesses and a post
office were established, and
mail arrived by horseback.
But, a stagecoach route that
started in Tennessee and
ended in Brownsville made
Belton a weekly stopping
point. That brought more
business and people to the
county seat.

A two-story log jail
was erected in 1853, and
it was quickly followed
by a school, hotel, church,
saloons, stores and other
businesses. Most were log
buildings or pole shacks,
but as more people arrived
the buildings began to be
permanently constructed.

A log courthouse was
built in 1852, followed by
a limestone courthouse in
1859. By 1860, Belton had
become the largest town in
the county, with a popula-
tion of 300.

The city has a great
deal of history, and here are

a few highlights:

Despite some  pro-
Union sentiment during
the secession crisis, the
county ultimately voted for
secession. After the Civil
War, Belton faced violence
and lawlessness, marked
by several lynchings. The
town began to recover in
the late 1860s and grew as
a business center, especial-
ly for agriculture, with the
establishment of the first
bank in 1867 and the rise of
the Belton Woman's Com-
monwealth.

Although a fire in 1879
destroyed much of the cen-
tral business district, the
town quickly rebuilt and by
the mid-1880s had a popu-
lation of 4,000, daily mail
service, three newspapers,
and several schools and
banks. Belton developed
into a processing and ship-
ping center for cotton, with
the first cottonseed oil mill

opening in 1879.

The arrival of the Gulf,
Colorado and Santa Fe
Railroad in the early 1880s
brought growth, but Tem-
ple, established eight miles
to the northeast, quickly
surpassed Belton in size.
Nonetheless, Belton re-
tained its status as a county
seat and continued to thrive,
particularly after an electric
interurban line connected
the two towns in 1905.

Andrew Carnegie es-
tablished over 2,500 free
public libraries worldwide,
including 300 in Texas.
One such library fulfilled
the dream of the Women's
Wednesday Club, a liter-
ary organization founded
in Belton in 1898 with 25
members who aimed to
create a public library for
the community. In collab-
oration with the Century
Club, the Wednesday Club
secured a $10,000 donation

from Carnegie in 1903 to
build a library, provided the
city would obtain a lot and
maintain it. Local residents
raised an additional $1,500
for a lot on Main Street.
The completed library, a
two-story  building with
6,220 square feet, opened
on May 15, 1905. How-
ever, it closed two months
later due to funding issues,
struggling for the next 25
years. By 1933, the library
became a city department.
After outgrowing its orig-
inal location in the 1970s,
a new building was con-
structed at 301 East First
Avenue in 1974, while the
original library now houses
the Bell County Museum.
Significant  develop-
ments included the estab-
lishment of a public water
system in the mid-1880s,
a fire department in 1884,

See HISTORY,
Page 31
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BISD a destination district for central Texas families

Belton ISD is a fast-growth
district in Central Texas, with
over 13,000 students in pre-K
through twelfth grade. As a des-
tination district for many fami-
lies, Belton ISD is known for
its academic excellence, inno-
vative programs, and extensive
extracurricular opportunities.

The Big Red Community
is committed to providing ex-
ceptional learning experiences
for each and every student. The
district’s 20 campuses are spread
across 198.6 square miles cov-
ering Belton, Morgan’s Point,
parts of Temple and unincorpo-
rated areas of Bell County.

Belton High School and
Lake Belton High School are
renowned for their award-win-
ning extracurricular activities
and career and technical edu-
cation programs, while Belton
New Tech @Waskow serves as
the school of choice for BISD
students in grades 9-12.

Belton ISD is recognized

for its commitment to academ-
ic excellence, innovative pro-
grams, and a wide array of ex-
tracurricular opportunities. This
year's key achievements include
the recent openings of James L.
Burrell Elementary and Hub-
bard Branch Elementary, the ad-
dition of more buses, the expan-
sion of Southwest Elementary
School, ongoing construction of
the Delta Program facility slat-
ed for completion in 2025, and

enhancements to the BISD Ag-
ricultural facility.

The district celebrated a
remarkable 98.6% graduation
rate, with 807 students earning
industry-based  certifications
that equip them to enter the
workforce directly after high
school. Additionally, 42 stu-
dents were recognized by the
National Merit Program, and
25 students earned associate de-
grees through a partnership with

Temple College and the Tex-
as Biosciences Institute. Over
3,000 secondary students par-
ticipated in fine arts competition
groups, and Belton New Tech
High @Waskow earned a spot
on the AP® School Honor Roll.

This year marks the third
production of The Penguin Proj-
ect at Belton ISD, and the fea-
tured show will be Shrek Jr. The
Belton ISD Board of Trustees
championed this innovative and
inclusive program, which began
with the district’s first collabora-
tion with The Penguin Project.
Last year, the program delivered
outstanding performances of
Finding Nemo Jr.

The Penguin Project is
unique because all roles are per-
formed by young artists with
developmental disabilities, sup-
ported by dedicated "peer men-
tors" who volunteer to work

See BISD,
Page 81
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y FLO0R|NG - guwe 1998

oo 254.773.9890
www.GDCtexas.com

* KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS 3103 SW HK Dodgen Loop,Temple

» AND MORE ({ MO NG)



TTY 711 254-778-4448

1516 S. 31st St. Ste A, Temple



The Belton Journal

Belt Buckle

Page 15

Belton ISD sports adding to historical roster

Belton ISD’s next great
athlete has arrived.

Over the course of the
school  district’s  existence,
which began in 1904, Belton
and to a lesser degree Lake
Belton have produced numer-
ous standouts in a variety of
sports with countless individu-
als earning championships, state
titles and scholarships for their
abilities.

During the span, certain
athletes have entrenched them-
selves as elite, and Kendrick
Jones Jr. is one of them.

Furthermore, he is only

getting started.
Jones entered the 2024
University Interscholastic

League Class 5A Track & Field
State Meet with a gold medal
after bursting onto the scene as
a freshman, when he culminat-
ed the schedule by winning the
200-meter dash state title.

NO ONE DOES

MORE FOR OUR
VETERANS AND

YOUTH

All bingo proceeds
go to our veterans,
youth programs

& scholarships.

2311 8S. IH 35, BELTON

One year later, Jones ce-
mented his legacy by defending
the championship, and he added
yet another to his collection by
winning the long jump. Jones
cleared 23 feet, 0 inches for the
gold medal and crossed the fin-
ish line 20.83 seconds.

By capturing two of his
three state titles as a sophomore,
Jones easily had the best 2024 of
any Belton ISD athlete, but there
were still plenty of other reasons
to celebrate Belton, Lake Belton

Doors open 1.5 hrs
before session.

SUNDAYS- 5:30 P.M.
WEDNESDAYS- 12:30 P.M.
FRIDAYS- 6:30 P.M.

254-939-7159

and New Tech.

The Lady Broncos made
their presence known across the
state’s softball landscape after
putting together an historic sea-
son.

Led by seniors Shelby
Schultz, a pitcher, shortstop Ca-
sey Schultz, third baseman An-
gelina DeLeon, outfielders Lilli-
ana Piedra and Haley Hoffman
and catcher Victoria Shima-
bukuro, Lake Belton amassed
an overall record of 41-5, falling

to eventual champion Melissa in
the state semifinals.

On the basketball court, the
Tigers produced the best season
in school history behind senior
forward Trap Johnson, who now
plays at Montana State, and se-
nior shooting guard Gian Carlo.

The duo guided Belton
to a record 30 victories and an
appearance in the third round of
the playoffs.

The success was mimicked
by the Lady Broncos basketball
team, which also established a
new high with 24 wins and a trip
to the postseason’s third round.

In football, the Tigers saw
their reign with back-to-back
district championships come
to an end, but despite massive
turnover and devastating inju-
ries, Belton endured to qualify

See SPORTS,
Page 65




Page 16 Belt Buckle The Belton Journal

With over 60 years of expe
the roofing industry

Providing quality craftsmanship for all of your
residential and commercial roofing needs.

1100 E. 6th Ave. Belton, TX 76513
(254) 939-0343

tannerroofing.com
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Festivals, nightlife and events keep Belton thriving

Located deep in the heart of Texas,
Belton is a bustling city with friendly folks
and a rich history. Founded in 1850, the city
is located along the once thriving Chisholm
Trail, and the city’s location also puts it in the
middle of natural wonders, shopping and en-
tertainment.

With its many dining, entertainment
and shopping opportunities, Belton has be-
come a fun destination for local residents
and out-of-town visitors. And, according to
Belton Chamber of Commerce President
Randy Pittenger, most of these opportunities
are family oriented.

“The Chamber presents the Fourth of
July Kickoff at Courtyard Square the Sat-
urday before the Fourth, and the Backyard
Party at Schoepf’s on the Fourth,” Pittenger
said. “But we also support many other events
throughout the year that are put on by other
organizations.”

“There’s always something going on
in Belton, and as the Chamber, we support
those events,” he added.

“We have a community that supports
small businesses, and people come together
and enjoy being together at these gathering
spots. People are comfortable bringing kids
to Belton for safe, family entertainment, to
dine or to shop.”

“We have great places to dine and to
enjoy a night out,” he said. “Belton truly is a
great place to live, work, shop, play and raise

a family.”

Pittenger said the many restaurants and
nightspots in Belton provide ideal locations
to gather as a community. Events such as
Market Days, the Fourth of July activities,
Christmas on the Chisholm Trail, and many
others contribute to Belton’s image as a fam-
ily friendly city.

“We have several places that have live
music on weekends,” he said. “There’s al-
most always something going on.”

While the Chamber’s big Fourth of July

focus is on the opening and closing celebra-
tions, a full week of events is sandwiched
inside.

This year’s Fourth of July Kickoff Street
Party will be Saturday, June 28, at 5:30 p.m.
in downtown Belton. The annual PRCA Ro-
deo will run July 3-5 at the Cadence Bank
Center.

The big parade and program start at 8
a.m. on the Fourth, followed by the festival,
car show and Hot Dog Eating Contest from
10 am. to 3 p.m.

Finally, the Backyard Party at Scho-
epf’s features live music and fireworks be-
ginning at 6 p.m.

An estimated 30,000 people are expect-
ed for the festivities. USA Today has named
Belton as one of the Top 10 places in the na-
tion to celebrate Independence Day.

Another massive event is the annual
Belton Bacon, Blues and Brews festival,
organized by the Belton Visitors Center and
held at the Bell County Courthouse Square.
The event features live entertainment, arts
and craft vendors, brewery and winery dis-
plays, a pig calling contest and a bacon cook-
off between local food trucks.

The two-day festival features Central
Texas bands and bacon-inspired dishes.

See FESTIVALS,
Page 65
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Harris Community Center, a venue with historical significance

Nestled along the scenic Nolan
Creek, the Harris Community Center in
Belton stands as a versatile local venue
with rich historical significance.

Originally a segregated African
American schoolhouse, the building was
restored by the City of Belton in 2006.
The earliest record of public education
for African American students in the
area dates back to 1882 when Mrs. Al-
eck McGee was hired “to teach the col-
ored school.” In 1890, Professor Thomas

Breckenridge Harris (1862-1907), a Fisk
University graduate, became the first in-
structor at the African American High
School. In 1900, the name “West Belton
School” was adopted. A new building
was erected in 1936 to accommodate stu-
dents of all grade levels, and by petition,
the school was named “T. B. Harris” in
honor of its respected principal. The last
class graduated in 1966, and the follow-
ing year, Belton schools were integrated.

The Harris Community Center

boasts a variety of amenities, including
spacious parking, a full-service kitch-
en equipped with a large refrigerator/
freezer, double oven, stove top, and mi-
crowave, free Wi-Fi, and multiple room
configurations to cater to different event
needs. The Evans Room has a capacity
of 220, the Kinchion Room holds 55,
the Simpson Room accommodates 40,
and the Smith Room can host 12 people
around a large conference table. The en-
tire center is also available for reserva-
tion.

The center is perfect for hosting a
wide range of events, such as family re-
unions, birthday parties, baby showers,
bridal showers, company parties, and le-
gal depositions. The Harris Center staff
is dedicated to setting up the room ac-
cording to your preferences.

Tours of the center are available
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. For tours or more informa-
tion, call (254) 933-5860 or visit their
website at HarrisEvents.org.
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Sheriff’s department serving Bell County

The Bell County Sheriff’s De-
partment is far from the rough riding,
cowboy hat wearing and lasso-han-
dling people expect Texas Sheriffs to
be. While they could probably do all
of that and more, the Sheriff’s respon-
sibilities include everything from pa-
trol, investigations, civil and criminal
process, jail management and court
service.

Though Sheriffs may not be like
they appear in old western movies,
they certainly are not less effective or
cool. The Bell County Sheriff’s De-
partment are highly trained technolog-
ically, mentally, physically and know
the law back and forth. People look up
to the Sheriff’s Department as law en-
forcers, and the Sheriff’s Department
takes pride and provides the best ser-
vice possible for the citizens of Bell
County, from warrants to civil issues.

The Civil section of the Bell

County Sheriff’s Department is re-
sponsible for serving all the civil pro-
cess papers issued from the Attorney
General’s Office, County and District
Offices, private law firms and people
who may request services. This in-
cludes the serving of Subpoenas Se-
questrations, Order of Sales, Writ of
Possessions, Forcible Detainers, Pro-
tective Orders, Injunctions and other
services of process.

The Warrant section of the Bell
County Sheriff’s Office, however,
deals more with criminals because
they are responsible for all felony and
misdemeanor warrants issued in Bell
County that are filed with the Sheriff’s
Department. Not only can the Sheriff’s
Department serve warrants and write
them, but they can also log, maintain,
update and recall the warrants in Bell
County, be it a misdemeanor or felo-
nious.

www.gardencitycentex.com

The Bell County Sheriff’s De-
partment also maintains an Animal
Control Division.

The office is responsible for han-
dling all domesticated animal calls,
which include care, treatment and
transportation of animals.

When needed, the Sheriff’s De-
partment can issue citations for stat-
utory violations, trapping animals,
rabies quarantines and euthanizing an-
imals, as it may be in the best interest
of the safety of the community. They
also work with animal adoption agen-
cies to find homes for pets and want
to better the lives of the animals and
people of Bell County.

They are also responsible for Zoo-
nosis control and guidelines, which
detail how to handle a situation with a
dangerous wild animal and the caging
requirements and standards for such
animals that may be dangerous.

(Serving Central Texas & Locally Owned)

Phone 254-831-5100

Trees 5 gal. to 200 gal.
@ Shade
@ Flowering
@  Fruit
@ Nut
@ Palms

Email: gardencitybelton@gmail.com

Shrubs 1 gal. to 15 gal.
Accent ©
Hedges ©
Deer Resistant ®
Color/Flowering ©

Roses 4 Hanging Baskets & Seasonal Bedding & Veggies

Beating the big box stores with price & service. ( Professional Work & Fair Prices)

Delivery and Planting Services!

Experience & Proper Equipment for the Job, Hourly, or Contract
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Business Banking from
just about anywhere.

BUSINESS BANKING

TREASURY MANAGEMENT

MERCHANT SERVICES

To see how Extraco can help your organization,
visit extracobanks.com/business.

Extraco | Let’sBuild
Banks. Some Dreams

Member FDIC
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BEST IN CLASS DIGITAL AUDIO, VIDEO & 3D
PREMIUM LEATHER SEATING ~ RESERVED SEATING AVAILABLE
FULL-SERVICE RITCHEN  CAFE & IN-THEATER DINING
STARBUCRS COFFEE  BLUE BELL ICE CREAM
ONLINE TICRETING

BUYT  AVENUE ANYMOVIE
GET1FREE ™" ANYTIME

234-939-5000
2809 OAKMARK DR. BELTON.  GRANDAVENUETHEATER.COM
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Morgan’s Point is a growing resort

Morgan's Point Resort
is a General Law city in Bell
County, Texas. Morgan's
Point Resort was incorporated
in 1970. As of the 2020 cen-
sus, the population was 4,636.
Morgan’s Point Resort (MPR)
is booming with multiple new
subdivisions opening. Many
of the homes being built are
in the $500,000-plus range
with some lakefront lots sell-
ing around $300,000. Several
of the homes built are in the
$1 million-plus range.

MPR has had between
15-20 new home construction
in the past few years.

MPR started as a re-

tirement community but has
ended up with a mixture of
retirees and young, up-scale
families. There is now a large
percentage of young families
in the community. Sidewalks

will be added to Lake Belton
High School through grant
funds from the Four Corners.

MPR has phenomenal
police and fire departments.
Fundraisers are held year-
round for both departments.
Part of being a citizen of MPR
is supporting public servants.
It is not an act; the relation-
ship between these depart-
ments and the community is
special. A K-9 unit was added
this year.

Additional groundwater
storage has been completed.
Generators have been added
to each water tank.

MPR has some beautiful
parks along Belton Lake. The
MPR Community Pool sits on
a finger reaching out into the
lake with a spectacular view
unmatched in Bell County.
The MPR Marina has a wait-

ing list of around a year long.
The boat docks are state-of-
the-art with lighting and vid-
eo cameras. Many of the law
enforcement and Army Corps
of Engineers boats use this fa-
cility, which includes a dock
for fuel.

The Garrett and Mic Hill
Event Center was completely
renovated. With a pool and
the best view of Belton Lake,
the event center is rented out
for a variety of special oc-
casions. A screen cover was
added to the kid pool.

If you live in this area,
you have most likely seen a
few of the deer that live in
and around the subdivision
of MPR, as walking near deer
along the wide streets of MPR
is a common occurrence.

Additionally, MPR has a
brush burner and storage bins.

City employees return and
pick up the bins to dispose
of the brush. The MPR pool
and Community Center has
arguably the best view in Bell
County.

What makes the MPR
community unique is the lo-
cation on the lake and all the
live oak trees and wildlife. If
you think you might be living
in the woods by purchasing a
home there, you are correct.
Remember, all the water me-
ters are automated. The com-
munity’s rescue boat is a for-
mer U.S. Coast Guard rescue
boat and is equipped to handle
any weather situation Mother
Nature throws at it.

During the Christmas
celebration, you can witness
how appreciative residents
feel toward one another and
their community
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events. The annual parade has been
held for over 100 years in Belton, and
includes a variety of entries, includ-
ing floats, bands, military and com-
munity groups. The weeklong cele-
bration kicks off with a Downtown
Street Party and Concert and includes
other events, such as the Festival on
Nolan Creek, Carnival, Backyard
Party at Schoepf’s Concert and Fire-
works and three-day PRCA Rodeo at
the Bell County Expo. USA Today has
recognized Belton as one of the top 10
places in the nation to celebrate the
4th of July.

The Chamber serves as an ad-
vocate and resource in five strategic
areas: Workforce Development, Eco-
nomic Development, Leadership De-
velopment, Marketing and Business
Development and Networking Devel-
opment. The Chamber has several pro-
grams in place to improve the growth
and development of the Chamber, as
well as providing opportunities to
connect and serve in the Belton com-
munity. These programs include Am-
bassadors, Leadership Belton, Mentor
Belton, Business After-Hours, Cham-
ber Coffee Connection (C3), Legisla-
tive/Governmental Affairs, and Mili-
tary Relations Committee.

The Ambassadors program pro-
vides opportunities for members to be
actively involved in welcoming new
members with ribbon cuttings and
other celebrations. They represent
the Chamber in connecting with our
members and in hosting the annual
awards banquet.

The Leadership Belton program
is a year-long leadership training ex-
perience providing participants op-
portunities to learn about and connect
with the community. The program
meets one day per month focusing on
a different aspect of the community,
including Social Services, Education,
Healthcare, Economic Development,
City and County Government, State
Government — Day at the Capitol,
Fort Hood, Recreation/Quality of Life
and more.

Mentor Belton is a program pair-
ing UMHB students with mentors in
the community to promote workforce
development.

Several networking opportunities
provide a way to connect with others
within our business community.

Business After-Hours is a month-
ly event designed for members to
gather in a social setting for network-
ing and to meet new members. This
event also provides an opportunity for
the host organizations to showcase
their business.

HYPE — Helping Young Profes-
sionals Excel, provides networking
social events for people ages 20-40
looking to develop closer relation-
ships with others in the community.

Chamber Coffee Connection (C3)
is a Chamber event geared toward all
members and potential members who
are interested in learning about member
organizations or specific programs in our
community. Often, a non-profit organi-
zation is featured.

Business Bites & Insights is an op-
portunity for members to learn together
in a relaxed setting. Topics have includ-
ed learning how to use Canva and social
media, and stress management.

The Chamber is actively engaged
in legislative and governmental affairs,
hosting legislative updates and provid-

ing information to citizens about notable
issues. The Chamber is an active advo-
cate for its members and business com-
munity.

Our Military Relations Commit-
tee serves as the focus of coordination
for our outreach, not only to neighbor-
ing Fort Cavazos, but also to military
families living in our community. The
Military Relations Committee has spon-
sored several specific programs includ-
ing Adopt-a-Unit, Belton Area Military
Spouse Support (BAMSS), and Single
Soldier Care Packets.

The Chamber also sponsors the
Patriot Way Brick Walk along Central
Avenue in Downtown Belton provid-
ing an opportunity to honor those who
have served in our armed forces with
engraved bricks. In addition to the en-
graved bricks, story boards are located
along the walkway to share the story
of our local heroes. Special ceremonies
for Memorial Day and Veterans Day are
held to honor those who have had bricks
added each year.

The Belton Area Chamber of Com-
merce is here to serve our business com-
munity through advocacy, collaboration,
engagement, support, and networking.
For more information about Cham-
ber projects, activities and services,
please call (254) 939-3551 or visit
beltonchamber.com.
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The City of Belton has a Home Rule Charter that was adopted on May 7, 2005.
The Belton City Council is composed of the Mayor and six council members elected from the city at large. The Council is
responsible for enacting legislation, adopting budgets, appointing citizens to advisory boards, establishing and adopting city-
wide policies and appointing the city manager.

Council Members
David K. Leigh, Mayor
John Holmes, Mayor Pro Tern
Craig Pearson, Councilmember
Wayne Carpenter, Councilmember
Stephanie O’Banion, Councilmember
Daniel Bucher, Councilmember
Belton City Hall
333 Water St.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 120 Belton, TX 76513
(254) 933-5818
City Administration
Sam Listi, City Manager
(254) 933-5818
Amy Casey, City Clerk
(254) 933-5817
Development Services
Robert Van Til, Planning Director
(254) 933-5812
Fax: (254) 933-5822
Belton EDC
Cynthia Hernandez, Executive Director
Ana V. Borchardt, Director of Business Expansion &
Retention
2180 N. Main St., Ste. C1
(254) 770-2270
Fax: (254) 770-2279
Finance Department
Mike Rodgers, CPA, Finance Director
Susan Allamon, Asst. Finance Director
100 S. Davis St.
(254) 933-5800
Fax: (254) 933-5859
Fire Department
Jonathan Fontenot, Fire Chief
Tami Bliven, Admin. Assistant
Central Fire Station
203 S. Penelope St.
Fire Station No. 2 420 Sparta Road
(254) 933-5881
Police Department
Larry Berg, Police Chief
Debbie Smith, Office Manager
711 E. 2nd Ave.
(254) 933-5844

RU OK? Senior Program

2509 N. Main Street

(254) 933-5897

Municipal Court
100 S. Davis St.
(254) 933-5838
Human Resources

Charlotte Walker, Director of Human Resources
100 S. Davis St.

(254) 933-5803

Public Works

Matthew Bates, Director of Public Works
1502 Holland Rd.

(254) 933-5823

Utilities

Amanda Cox, Utility Billing Supervisor
100 S. Davis St.

Billing Department: (254) 933-5800

Parks and Recreation

401 N. Alexander St.

(254) 933-5860

Lena Armstrong Public Library

Kim Kroll, Director of Library Services
301 E. First Ave.

(254) 933-5830

Belton Senior Activity Center

842 S. Mitchell St.

(254) 939-1170

Belton Area Chamber of Commerce

Randy Pittenger, President/CEO

412 E. Central Ave.

(254) 939-3551

Post Office
111 N. Wall St.
(254) 939-2421
Bell County Museum

Coleman Hampton, Director

201 N. Main St.

(254) 933-5243

Bell County Courthouse

101 E. Central Ave.

(254) 939-3521

Bell County Justice Center

1201 Huey Dr.

(254) 939-3521

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Belton/Stillhouse Hollow Lake
3740 FM 1670 (254) 939-2461
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July 4th celebration key for city of Belton

Throughout the United
States, particularly in smaller
towns and rural areas, the Fourth
of July, Independence Day, has
always been recognized as a big
and important holiday. It’s a time
for community gatherings and
remembrance, a time to honor,
commemorate, recognize and
celebrate freedom and indepen-
dence from tyranny and the vi-
sion of the Founding Fathers in
1776.

July 4th in Belton is
known both nationwide and
worldwide. What the world saw
then remains as true now as it
has ever been; the Fourth of July
festivities in Belton are basically
the same as described in the first
recorded Independence Day cel-
ebration in 1852, as well as when
they became an annual tradition
in 1919. In 2008, USA Today
named the Belton 4th of July Pa-
rade as one of the Nation’s “Top

Exp. 12-31-25

Ten Places to Fly Your Flag on
the 4th.”

“The parade and PRCA
Rodeos are a family event. You
see many of your friends at these
events. We like to bring people
together. There is something for
everybody in the July 4th Parade.
It is a Bell County get together,”

Exp. 12-31-25

said Randy Pittenger, President/
CEO of the Belton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

In addition to the parade,
the week-long celebration typi-
cally features a carnival, Patriotic
Program and is capped off by the
Patriotic Fest. 2019 introduced
a new tradition: the Downtown

Exp. 12-31-25

McGuireTire.com

.1st. | Temple | 173-3114

Street Party, which kicked off
the festivities with live music
and an opportunity to gather
around the Bell County Histor-
ic Courthouse. The Festival on
Nolan Creek is held at Yettie
Polk Park and features vendors,
local craft merchants selling
their wares, entertainment, food
and kid friendly activities. Yettie
Polk Park is located at 101 S.
Davis St.

The Downtown Street Par-
ty is the kick-off for the many
July 4th events in Belton, includ-
ing a carnival in Liberty Park, lo-
cated at 700 Veterans Way. Last
year was the 100th PRCA &
WPRA in Belton at the Cadence
Bank Center. Each year the July
4th Program starts at the Bell
County Courthouse at 101 E.
Central Ave. The parade begins
at UMHB (10th Ave. & Main

See FOURTH,

Page 82
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Belton Police Department Continues to Grow Community Programs

The Belton Police Depart-
ment is dedicated to providing
exceptional service by fostering
partnerships that build trust, re-
duce crime, create safe environ-
ments, and enhance the quality
of life within the community.
The department plays a vital
role in ensuring the safety and
security of Belton residents and
is committed to improving their
overall quality of life.

The Belton Police Depart-
ment serves residents, business-
es, and visitors 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. The depart-
ment prides itself on building
strong relationships within the
community. Its goal is to be
friendly and approachable while
fulfilling its duty to protect and
serve. By engaging with the
people of Belton, the depart-
ment employs a prevention-fo-
cused model aimed at deterring
crime. Partnerships with resi-
dents, businesses, and organi-
zations are essential for creating
positive impacts and effectively
preventing crime. The Belton
Police Department has earned
a strong local reputation and is
respected throughout Texas for
its modern, service-oriented ap-
proach to law enforcement.

Police Chief Larry Berg

has been with the Belton Police
Department for 28 years. He
took over as Chief on February
2, 2024, after Chief Gene Ellis
retired. Before assuming the
role of Chief, Berg served as
Deputy Chief for seven years.

The Belton Police Depart-
ment strengthens its relation-
ships with citizens by actively
participating in  community
events. Officers frequently at-
tend events organized by the
Belton Independent School
District, as well as gatherings
such as Coffee with a Cop and
National Night Out. These inter-
actions allow residents to meet
the officers who are dedicated to
their protection.

The Belton Police Depart-
ment was the first law enforce-
ment agency in Bell County

to receive accreditation as a
Recognized Law Enforcement
Agency from the Texas Law
Enforcement Best Practices
Recognition Program. This
program assesses compliance
with over 170 best practices
established by Texas law en-
forcement professionals. These
best practices are designed to
enhance the efficiency and ef-
fectiveness of agencies in serv-
ing the public and safeguarding
individual rights. The standards
cover all aspects of law enforce-
ment operations, including the
use of force, protection of citizen
rights, vehicle pursuits, property
and evidence management, as
well as patrol and investigative
operations.

In late 2011, the Belton
Citizens Helping in Police Ser-

Belton Fire Department Focuses on safety in

The Belton Fire Department
is a dedicated team of profes-
sionals committed to improving
the quality of life in the com-
munity. They deliver expert fire
and emergency services, focus
on fire prevention, and provide
public education, along with any
other services they are equipped
to offer.

The Fire Department is con-
stantly seeking innovative ways
to enhance its services, aiming to
create a safe, economically via-

ble, and inclusive community for
everyone.

The Department remains
a “Recognized” fire department
through the Texas Fire Chief’s
Association. This recognition,
which focuses on Best Practic-
es, involves a comprehensive
self-assessment process that al-
lows fire departments to evaluate
their practices against the best
industry standards.

In June 2020, Chief Jon
Fontenot was appointed as the

new fire chief, succeeding for-
mer Chief Bruce Pritchard, who
retired. Chief Fontenot brings
over 25 years of fire service ex-
perience and holds a Master’s
Degree in Public Administration.

Since taking on this role,
Chief Fontenot has implement-
ed several positive changes to
the services provided by the
firefighters. Some of the key
changes made in 2020 include
the establishment of an addi-
tional Fire Captain position, the

vices (CHIPS) program was
established to enhance police
resources through volunteer
support. This program helps
deter crime by providing a vis-
ible presence in the community.
CHIPS volunteers serve as ex-
tra eyes and ears by patrolling
parks, shopping centers, and
other areas where large groups
gather. Each year, the Belton Po-
lice Department participates in
over 100 community outreach
events. Additionally, volunteers
assist with administrative tasks
both inside the police building
and at community functions.

CHIPS members are grad-
uates of the Citizens Police
Academy Program and receive
further specialized training.
They also staff phones for the
RU OK Program, which helps
ensure the safety of elderly
residents in Belton. The RU
OK Program has successful-
ly assisted 17 individuals in
potentially  life-threatening
situations. Typically, CHIPS
members contribute  over
7,000 service hours to the
department each year. The
Belton Police Department is
committed to treating all indi-
viduals with respect, dignity,
and professionalism.

the community

outsourcing of EMS services to
American Medical Response (a
national leader in the EMS field),
and an increase in the number of
firefighters assigned to each fire
response crew. Furthermore, the
Belton Fire Department has be-
come a certified training facility
for various fire department certi-
fication courses.

In recent years, the Depart-
ment has made a significant ad-

See FIRE,
Page 51
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and the introduction of electricity in
1889. In 1885, Baylor Female College
moved to Belton, which later became
the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor.
A cotton yarn factory opened in 1901,
and the population reached 3,700 by
1904.

Belton was dependent on the cot-
ton industry from the 1880s to the
1920s. As a result, there was a need
for a yarn mill to complement the
cotton trade and to provide facilities
for cotton processing locally. Cotton
bought on the streets of Belton was
manufactured into cloth and yarn.

The Belton Yarn Mill was a
two-story building built by a group
of businessmen in 1900. The mill
was erected at a cost of $25,000. The
fuel used by the Belton mill was lig-
nite, shipped from Rockdale in Milam
County. The mill began operation in
October 1901 and originally had 3,100
spindles and 100 looms. At its peak,
the mill consumed from 2000 to 2200
bales of cotton annually.

The mill employed approximately
112 people and had an annual payroll
of about $30,000. Most of the em-
ployees were residents of Bell Coun-
ty; some from poor families and some
from tenant farms. The tenant farmers
worked as semi-annual hands, com-
ing to town twice a year in between
cotton planting and cotton harvesting.
The mill owned 25 cottages to house
employees.

After the Panic of 1907, the mill
closed and stood empty for nine years.
It was eventually reopened and con-
tinued to operate until the late 1920s
or early 1930s when the cotton indus-
try in the county collapsed.

The building was sold and func-
tioned as a school and library furni-
ture manufacturer until a fire ravaged
the 300,000-square-foot complex of
buildings shared by Indeco Sales and
Maco Manufacturing.

In its early history, Belton experi-
enced several disastrous fires, and as a
result, local residents were determined
to build a waterworks system that

would provide adequate protection.

After consulting with engineers
from waterworks companies, Belton
designed a complete water system in-
cluding water mains in the business
district, a 50-foot standpipe north of
town, and a double pumping plant at
the Leon River, all costing $41,500 in
bonds. The first municipal water sys-
tem was completed and delivered on
July 1, 1884.

The original standpipe, an iron
structure near 10th Avenue, was raised
by 35 feet years later. Unfortunately,
it deteriorated and burst in October
1909, flooding Main Street. The site
was then abandoned in favor of a new
standpipe south of town.

The Belton standpipe was built on
Denison’s Hill, standing 75 feet high
and 24 feet wide, to provide water to
residents south of Nolan’s Creek.

In August 1928, the standpipe
became a topic of concern when res-
idents noticed small water bugs in
their faucets. Rumors circulated about
dangerous creatures allegedly crawl-
ing over it. The State Department of
Health analyzed the water and found
it safe, but fears persisted.

To address the concerns, the City
Council moved up the planned clean-
ing of the standpipe. A raft with a
dozen men was placed inside, and as
water was drained, the raft sank. The

Belton Journal noted that the men’s
efforts revealed only a few inches of
sand, contrary to the expected debris.

By the mid-1960s, the standpipe
was insufficient for the city’s needs,
especially during summer, leading to
higher fire insurance costs. The City
Council proposed a $600,000 bond
for additional storage, and in 1975,
the standpipe was retired. City Manag-
er George Ferrell reported leaks made
repairs impractical, so the structure
was drained and abandoned after a new
100,000-gallon overhead tank was com-
pleted.

Ultimately, it was decided to pre-
serve the standpipe. Added to the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places in 1990, it
is now undergoing renovation and will
open as a community park this year.

In December 1913, downtown
Belton flooded, but the town thrived un-
til the Great Depression, which caused
many businesses to close. The popula-
tion peaked at 6,500 in 1928 but dropped
to 3,779 in 1931. The economy began
to recover in the early 1940s with the
development of nearby Camp Hood
later named Fort Hood and now Fort
Cavazos.

Belton has experienced a lot of
growth since the 1970s and now sits at
25,171 according to the 2023 estimate
census and Bell County now has over
450,000 residents.
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Downtown Belton offers variety of shopping experiences

The history, people, and layout
along Nolan Creek are truly unique. For-
tunately for Belton, the shops in this area
are just as distinctive as the community
itself. The residents are vibrant and com-
mitted to supporting one another, which
is promising for those looking to invest
in the community.

On any given afternoon, you can
find locals strolling through the down-
town area. The white-water section along
Nolan Creek is an attraction that other
communities in the region cannot com-
pete with.

Belton is home to Cochran, Blair
& Potts, the oldest department store in
Texas. Inside, you will find a diverse se-
lection of clothing, Western wear, unique
gifts, and even a mini museum. It offers
much more than just a shopping experi-
ence. Recently remodeled, this depart-
ment store has the capability to order
many items that may not be in stock.

If you're in search of antiques or
items with a historical touch, Exchange
on Central is the perfect place to visit.
The store features a wide selection of

unique, handmade items. Upon entering,
you'll notice several very old signs that
reflect the community's history.

“Downtown Belton has become a
popular destination for shoppers seek-
ing fashion, gifts, home décor, antiques,
and collectibles,” said Brett Baggerly of
Exchange on Central. “Our eclectic mix
of old and new offers something for ev-
eryone. If you're looking for something
unique, handmade, or one-of-a-kind,
you'll find it downtown.”

The Beltonian is a locally owned
theater located on Central Avenue. An-
other unique venue, the Grand Avenue
Theater, can be found on Main Street,
and both theaters are independently op-
erated.

Main Street Bridal offers a beau-
tiful selection of wedding gowns and
formal wear in a completely restored
building, making it a dream destination
for those planning a wedding or special
event. Whimsies Boutique, situated on
Lake Road, features modern clothing
and unique gifts, and like many shops in
Belton, it is locally owned.

Bourland Landscape Supplies &
Outdoor Power Equipment provides ev-
erything you need for yard work, includ-
ing dirt and rock formations for land-
scaping. Their selection of power tools is
extensive, and the staff is knowledgeable
about the equipment they sell.

Pink Bulldog Boutique offers a wide
variety of women’s clothing, with their
custom shirts being particularly popular
among local women. The boutique is
located on Penelope Street, right next to
Nolan Creek Brewery. Adjacent to No-
lan Creek Brewery is La Luncheonette,
a trendy eatery that is a favorite among
locals. It's best to arrive early to secure
a spot.

Lindy Lu’s on the Square offers a
variety of hand-crafted gift items that are
a must-see. This store is similar to Ex-
change but operates in a different setting
with a unique selection of vendors. The
Mercantile opened late last year, located
next to Exchange. Both gift shops focus
on vendor-oriented products.

See SHOPPING,

Page 64
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Woodcarving, quilting and bingo available at the SAC

The Belton Senior Activity Center
was first established on Feb. 5, 1976, as it
met at the current American Legion Post
55 building. The Center raised funds and
through a grant was able to construct a
building on its current site at 842 Mitch-
ell St. on Feb. 24, 1981.

“It is delightful to work here at the
Center. I have met so many wonderful
people. They all have a story to tell. The
Center is an activity-oriented facility.
Many come just to visit,” said Director
Judy Owens. “We are open to sugges-
tions on activities.”

It is a Belton Senior Activity Center
in many ways. Exercise classes are pro-
vided and enhanced by a grant from Bay-
lor Scott and White. The classes are free
to the public and participation is growing.
Two classes are held on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday at 8:45 and 9:40
for folks to choose which class they want
to attend. It is exercise at your own pace
with equipment provided.

Woodcarving is on each Monday.
There is a group of artisans there work-
ing on carvings and etchings each week.
It isn’t uncommon for someone to come
to watch and learn.

Quilting is on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings. Quilting is a major fund-
raiser for the Senior Center with quilts
made to sell, and custom orders are also
welcome. More quilters are needed! Line
Dance is also on Mondays and Fridays at
10:30, and Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8
and 9. Canasta card game is held every

Tuesday and Thursday. Bridge is held ev-
ery Friday afternoon.

Bingo is held at noon on Wednesday
with prizes given. Between 45-60 people
attend Bingo games each week.

Dances with a live band are held
on the first and third Thursday of each
month. A cover charge of $5 is used to
pay the band. The Center uses six differ-
ent bands. Arts and Crafts are on the first
and third Wednesdays with Art Painting
on second and fourth Wednesdays. Bible
study is at 10:30 every Wednesday.

A Pot Luck Dinner is held at 5:30
p.m. every fourth Monday each month
with music.

In cooperation with the City of
Belton, the Center is also offering a
Zumba class on Tuesday and Thursday
from 6-7 p.m., with the exception of
first and third Thursdays when dance is
scheduled.

To find out more visit http://www.
beltonseniorcenter.org/activities.

Jay Taggart, former Board President,
said: “Forty-nine years ago, some Belton
citizens saw their dreams of establishing
a senior center in Belton come true! On
Feb. 5, 1976, the Belton Senior Activi-
ty Center was established to serve the
needs of Belton senior citizens. Over the
years, the center has been ‘home to many
Belton seniors, offering countless hours
of enjoyment and healthy nutrition. To-
day, the Board of Directors of the Belton
Area Citizens for Seniors salutes the men
and women who had the vision and did
the work to establish the center. We are
thankful that they and the original senior
citizens who formed the Belton Senior
Activity Center created something so
important to the quality of life in Belton.
We remain committed to keep that vision
going for years to come.”

The Lena Armstrong Public Library

Currently, the library has over
31,897 items, including print materi-
als, audio, DVDs and electronic print
and audio books. In 2018, Library
System Services performed a needs
assessment of the library, which in-
cluded feedback from a community
survey and various focus groups. The
assessment helped the library develop
a Strategic Plan, which included five
goals to guide the library: 1) Establish
a library collection that will meet the
needs of a diverse and growing com-

munity 2) Become a gathering place
for the community 3) Be a good stew-
ard of the library’s resources, particu-
larly the history of Belton 4) Promote
lifelong learning and innovation, and
5) Serve everyone who enters the li-
brary with excellence.

With these ideals in mind, the City
of Belton hired Maureen Arndt, of 720
Design Services, to create a plan for
the exterior facade improvements that
will enhance these strategies. The in-
terior is set for a complete redesign in

the first quarter of 2025. In 2020, the
building was painted, a metal canopy
was placed over the front door, and
the front landscaping was improved.
The library now has improved hand-
icap ramps and sidewalks around the
entrance—and a beautiful mural fac-
ing Penelope Street. The library has a
Friends group, which holds an annual
Authors Luncheon to raise funds for

See LIBRARY,
Page 82
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Luxury Home Store and Gift Shop
Interior Design Services

Experience The Crow and Cactus Company, a
luxury home store and gift shop where timeless
elegance meets thoughtful design. Explore our
curated collection of upscale home decor,
custom furniture, and unique gifts, each chosen
to inspire and delight. With Crow and Cactus
Interiors, our sister company, we bring your
design dreams to life through premier interior
design and staging services. Whether you’re
searching for the perfect piece to elevate your
space or envisioning a complete transformation,
we invite you to immerse yourself in a world of
sophistication and beauty. Visit us and discover
the art of luxurious living.

Woman and Veteran Owned

122 N. Penelope Street
Belton, Texas 76513
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As the state’s only upper-division university,
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and value of

e A UNIVERSITY DESIGNED FOR education.
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't's a New Day at Caraday

Rejuvenate, heal, and engage
When you choose Caraday for your
short-term rehab or long-term care

needs, you are able to focus solely
on your recovery with the support
and care you need.

Start your new day at Caraday...
And continue your recovery
with Caraday Home Health

- Hospitality focused
- Gracious surroundings
- Compassionate care

Providing advanced and compassionate care to our neighbors in Temple

1511 Marlandwood Rd 1700 Marlandwood Rd 512 Draper Drive 2505 S 37th St
Admissions: Admissions: Admissions: Admissions:
254-412-6908 254-624-3405 254-275-7062 254-624-3405
Main: Main: Main: Main:
254- 899- 6500 254-743-6200 254 -742 -7500 254-298-7300

contact@caradayhealth.com - CaradayHealth.com
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Cadence Bank Center venue stands out on 135

The Cadence Bank Center, which
prior to its renaming in 2023, was the
Bell County Expo Center. It is Central
Texas’ largest and most versatile enter-
tainment venue in Bell County.

The big silver dome stands out to
drivers on Interstate 35 and can easily be
seen from the air by small aircraft flying
in and out of Killeen.

The County Judge John Garth Arena
holds 6,000 seats, and the folding chairs
on the arena floor raise the total to 8,500
seats.

The main Exhibition structure is
100,000 square feet while the Assembly
Hall and Special Events room are 12,000
square feet and 5,000 square feet respec-
tively.

The building stands 100 feet high

and is a symbol of the unity between
Belton, Killeen and Temple.

Before its construction, there had
been several discussions about the pos-
sibility of building such a facility; how-
ever, finding the right location was not
easy because of the cost. While Temple
searched for a location that was within
Temple city limits, Killeen preferred a
location near Harker Heights. The three
cities combined resources and agreed
that the center ought to be in Belton, the
county seat.

In 1987, a large group of Bell Coun-
ty inhabitants assembled in a pasture
close to Highway 190 West, about two
miles south of the courthouse in down-
town Belton, and they agreed that the site
was ideal.

This exposition center was the
brainchild of then Bell County Judge,
John Garth. This project cost $12 million
and was warmly welcomed by the com-
munity.

Initially, the Expo Center was con-
structed primarily to host the Bell County
Youth Fair; however, it has been the ven-
ue for an assortment of events, including
concerts, rodeos, conventions, gradua-
tions, banquets and livestock shows. The
annual Jehovah’s Witness Convention is
one of the biggest conventions in the area
and brings in between 35,000 to 40,000
over a six-week period.

Handicapped seating is methodical-
ly positioned, and the elevator is at the

See CADENCE,
Page 57
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Fort Cavazos impacts Bell County, state of Texas

Set in more than 340
square miles of the rugged
Central Texas hill country,
Fort Cavazos is home to
the best and most expansive
training facilities the US
Army has to offer. It’s also
home to more than 34,500
soldiers and airmen, 48,500
family members, 24,000
Reserve and National Guard
troops and over 9,000 civil-
ian employees and contrac-
tors.

Fort Cavazos, formerly
known as Fort Hood, is home
to the III Armored Corps
Headquarters, 1st Cavalry
Division, 1st Army Division
West, 13th Armored Corps
Sustainable Command and
other brigades, tenant units
and organizations.

The massive fort also
distinguishes itself as the
largest single local-loca-
tion employer in the state

of Texas, according to the
Texas Comptroller of Public
Accounts. Its economic im-
pact on the Texas economy
is estimated at $28.8 billion.

While most off-post
housing is located in the
Killeen, Harker Heights and
Copperas Cove areas, addi-
tional housing is available
in Belton, Temple, Gates-
ville and Lampasas, all of
which are about a 30-minute
drive for Fort Cavazos.

Randy Pittenger, presi-
dent of the Belton Chamber
of Commerce, said a large
number of families who live
in Belton have a connection
to Fort Cavazos due to it be-
ing the largest employer in
our area.

“Many military families
choose to live off post and
make Belton their home,” he
said.

“Many spouses of ac-

tive-duty soldiers work in
Belton, and families enjoy
the shopping, dining, and
entertainment available
here,” he added. “We have
many veteran-owned busi-
nesses in Belton, since retir-
ees often choose to stay in
our area.”

“We are thankful for
the significant impact Fort
Cavazos has on our commu-
nity, both from an econom-
ic impact and for how they
contribute to our overall
quality of life.”

Visitors to the Belton
area may want to spend a
day exploring the muse-
ums of Fort Cavazos, most
notably the new National
Mounted Warrior Museum.

From the earliest days
of the American Revolution
to the wars on terrorism,
mounted infantry and caval-
ry have played a significant

role in US military success.
This new museum honors
the history and importance
of soldiers on horseback and
in tanks and fighting vehi-
cles.

According to an eco-
nomic impact study con-
ducted by Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Central Texas, the
museum, which opened in
September 2024, is expected
to draw up to 377,000 visi-
tors annually. Two-thirds of
those visitors are expected
to be from outside the Bell
County area.

“This  museum  will
have a huge impact on Cen-
tral Texas businesses,” said
Retired Lt. Gen. Paul Funk,
former commanding general
of IIT Corp and Fort Hood,
and presently the CEO of
the National Mounted War-

See FORT,
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Bell County Museum a look into the past

The Bell County Museum was
founded on April 25, 1988 by the
Bell County Commissioners Court
and is part of the county government.
The Bell County Museum collects,
preserves and interprets the histor-
ical and cultural heritage of the Bell
County region for all its citizens. The
museum is housed in the beautifully
restored 1905 Belton Carnegie Li-
brary building, which is a recorded
Texas Historical Landmark and listed
in the National Register of Histor-
ical Places. Prior to the museum be-
ing opened to the public in 1991, the
county and museum board embarked
on a “Save the Museum” campaign
to update and restore the Belton Car-
negie Library. The campaign raised
the necessary $400,000 to restore the
beautiful beaux-arts building. In 2006,
the Guffy Building was renovated and

connected to the Carnegie Library
building, creating a unique structure
that bridges contemporary style with
historical architectural integrity.

The museum collection contains
more than 17,000 objects related to
the Bell County region, including a
collection of more than 600 moustache
cups, weaponry, clothing, agricultural
tools, fine art, textiles, photographs,
correspondence, decorative arts, and
machinery.

The Bell County Museum features
three permanent exhibits: Discover
Bell County, The Gault Archaeologi-
cal Site, and the Marshall Log Cabin.
In 2021, Discover Bell County won
the John L. Nau III Excellence in Mu-
seums Award for the state of Texas.
The museum hosts traveling exhibits
throughout the year that cover a vari-
ety of topics and interests. Programs

and events for people of all ages are
offered at Bell County Museum. Vis-
itors of all ages will enjoy the Spring
Lecture Series, Day on the Texas
Frontier, STEAM Exploration, Weird
Science!, Homeschool Day and much
more.

Objects in the museum collections
are available for research by anyone
interested in the history of Bell Coun-
ty. In addition, the museum has a re-
search room with an extensive doc-
ument and manuscript library to aid
those researching Bell County history.
Stop by and visit the museum (ad-
mission free) located at 201 N. Main
Street in Belton.

For more information or to find
out about volunteer opportunities,
please call (254) 933-5243 or visit the
museum website at bellcountymuse-
um.org.
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New parks, improvements coming this year to Belton

It’s going to be a busy year for Belton
Parks & Recreation with the addition of
two new parks plus improvements at many
of the other recreation areas in the commu-
nity.

The new parks — Standpipe Park and
Freedom Neighborhood Park in Liberty
Valley subdivision — are expected to open
in 2025, according to James Grant, direc-
tor of Belton’s Parks & Recreation depart-
ment.

“Standpipe Park is about two months
from completion, but we will wait until
spring for a grand opening,” Grant said. “It
will be nice and green, and everything will
be finished.”

The park will be built around the ren-
ovated Belton Standpipe, which will be lit
up in color-changing lights.

“It will instantly be a Belton landmark
because it will be visible from both I-35 and
1-14,” Grant added. “The lights will change
according to the season or special events.
For example, if the Tigers or UMHB win a
game, the standpipe will be illuminated in
school colors.”

“In addition to the standpipe, the small
community park will have a very nice play-
ground, a restroom, a practice field, a but-
terfly garden and a quarter-mile walking
trail.”

“The park also will have our first-ever
hill-side slide,” Grant said. “The slide will
run down the hill and into our playground.
There also will be a pavilion with multiple
tables and street parking along three sides.”

Freedom Neighborhood Park, at the
intersection of Huey Avenue and Connell
Street, will feature a playground, open
spaces and a walking trail. Planning is un-
der way and construction should take place
this year.

A new pavilion will be built this year
at Chisholm Trail Park through the city’s
Legacy Program The pavilion will honor
Debbie Potts, who served as a counselor at
Belton High for many years. The Legacy
Program is a unique way to honor others
through the beautification of parks and oth-
er areas in Belton.

Grant said the new pavilion will be lo-
cated next to the existing pickleball courts
at the park, the number of pickleball courts

will be expanded to six. Also, the park’s
basketball court will be painted green, and
stripes will be added to mark half-court and
free-throw areas.

Several projects are on tap for Heri-
tage Park, Grant said.

“The lights on all four baseball fields
at Heritage are being retrofitted with LED
lights,” he said. “These lights will be much
brighter and more energy efficient.”

“Also, the soccer complex is getting
another practice field, and we are adding
lights to the new multipurpose field. This
will help out during the summer — kids
can play later when it’s not so hot.”

The Belton Baseball Association is
putting in batting cages at Heritage Park,
and they will be open to the public when
not in use by league baseball teams.

“The batting cages will be near Com-
munity Garden, which also is getting a
facelift,” Grant added.

Two big park additions are Leadership
Belton projects.

“We just did a Welcome to Belton sign
and new banner brackets on downtown
lamp posts,” he said. “Now, Leadership
Belton is doing two more projects. One
will be renovation of the basketball court
and park benches at Miller Heights Park.
They also will add more security cameras
on the Nolan Creek Hike & Bike Trail.”

In a joint project with Temple, a new
access trail and boardwalk, and a renovat-

ed overlook, will be constructed this year at
Miller Springs Nature Center near Belton
Dam.

Parks in the Belton system in-
clude:

Beall Park — Playground and pic-
nic tables.

Carla Kay Park — Small park with
a swing set and shaded area.

Chisholm Trail Park — Baseball
and soccer fields, basketball courts,
and a walking trail.

Continental Field —Special-pur-
pose park with a backstop.

Griggs Field — Backstop for prac-
tice.

TB Harris Community Center —
Multi-use event center suitable for par-
ties.

Heritage Park — Belton’s larg-
est park at 155 acres with athletic
fields, picnic areas and pavilions,
special-needs accessible playground,
community garden, fishing dock and a
dog park.

Harris Community Park —
Splash pad, playground, and butterfly
garden.

Jaycee Field — Baseball field, re-
strooms and concessions building.

See PARKS,
Page 59
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ANNUAL EVENTS
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For more events visit
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PROTECT YOUR LOVED ONES.
INSURE YOUR FUTURE AND THEIRS P
WITH SPJST LIFE INSURANCE.

© Level Term Insurance
© Plans to Help with College

Life insurance can help
© Final Expense Plans pay the bills if you are

© Low Cost no longer in the picture.

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND A FREE NEEDS ANALYSIS

(254) 773 -1575 - info@spjst.org * www.spjst.org
520 N. Main St. Temple, Texas 76501

Providing Affordable Peace of Mind For Over 125 Years
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*NEW™ 501(C) PLAN ANNUITY

Designed exclusively for non-profit organizations,
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Featuring accessible funds, withdraws, and more!

SPJST IS MORE THAN LIFE INSURANCE.
IT’S A MEMBERSHIP!
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Youth Program featuring camp, scholarships, and more
Member Business Directory access

Thousands of exclusive member discounts

=s| Vestnik newsletter with updates on current events

Q) Community service opportunities
Lodges throughout Texas that host activities

Complimentary consultations with a lawyer
for estate planning and contracts spjst.org
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In December 2021, the
purchase of the MK&T train
depot and the KATY build-
ing by four investment part-
ners initiated a wave of eco-
nomic growth, transforming
Downtown Belton into a
vibrant destination.

Business partners Terry
and Luke Potts undertook
the ambitious project of
renovating both the depot
and the neighboring KATY
building, significantly revi-
talizing the area. The Potts
not only invested in the
project but also assumed
the roles of contractors,
dedicating themselves to re-
storing the long-abandoned
depot.

For 14 months, they

meticulously worked on
the restoration, striving to
preserve as many original

Belt Buckle

MK&T Depot and the KATY revitalized

and historic features of the
buildings as possible. Their
efforts culminated when
they successfully located
the original train car and
a caboose, which were re-
turned to the City of Belton
and incorporated into the
renovation project.

The impact of the rede-
velopment was tremendous,
with an influx of visitors
from all over the country.

According to  Matt
Gunter, one of the project
investors, the new develop-
ment has garnered attention
nationwide, enticing people
to explore what Belton has
to offer. Visitors are engag-
ing in dining and shopping
at the train depot and other
local shops, which is con-
tributing to the area’s over-
all economic activity.

“Activity breeds activ-
ity,” Gunter stated, empha-
sizing that the domino effect
of development is posi-
tively impacting Belton.
As more people visit and
conduct business, the city
experiences a compound-
ing effect that leads to even
more future activities. The
successful restoration of the
depot has created a vibrant
hub of activity and growth,
revitalizing the heart of
Belton with new opportunities
for businesses.

Gunter expressed his op-
timism about Belton’s future
growth. “With so many op-
portunities for expansion and
business development, Belton
is ‘ripe for the picking,”” he
said.

In October 2023, the
MK&T and the KATY were

The Belton Journal

fully leased as a mixed-use
commercial area, welcoming
a total of 10 new businesses.
These include The Black-
bird Book & Spirits, Railway
Express Diner, Off the Rails
Wine Bar, Pizza PieRos, Warm
Cookie Company, Z&H Can-
dy, Early Light Creperie, Sly
Fox Coffee, and Katy Deli.

Located at the corner of
First Avenue and East Street
in Downtown Belton, the ren-
ovated train depot stands as
a testament to the power of
vision, hard work, and com-
munity collaboration. Gunter
emphasized that the project’s
success was not dependent
on one individual alone; it re-
quired the involvement and
collaboration of business part-
ners, city approval for plans,
designers, and strong com-
munity support.
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Miller Springs Nature center offers 260 acres of natural area

Construction on a new
boardwalk and improvements
to an observation deck at
Miller Springs Nature Cen-
ter likely will begin this year,
according to officials from
Belton and Temple.

The 260-acre natural area
in the cities of Temple and
Belton is located just below
Lake Belton Dam along the
Leon River.

“The two cities manage
and operate the park, and it is
owned by the US Army Corps
of Engineers,” said James
Grant, director of Belton
Parks & Recreation.

“Everything has to be ap-
proved by the Corps of Engi-
neers,” agreed Kevin Beavers,
Temple’s Parks & Recreation
head. “We will present plans
to the local Corps office, and
then it will go to their Fort

Worth regional office for final
approval.”

“There was a wooden
boardwalk at Miller Springs
years ago, but it was damaged
when the Lake Belton Dam
spillway was breached in
February 1992,” he said. “It
essentially washed away, but
you can still see some of the
concrete pillars.”

The boardwalk was re-
built in the mid 1990s but had
to be removed in 2016 be-
cause of damage.

“The new boardwalk will
be about a third of a mile in
length, and it will allow vis-
itors of all ages to enjoy the
Nature Center,” Beavers
said. “Right now, the route
to the scenic overlook is not
accessible for those who use
walkers or are in wheelchairs.
After this project, it will be

accessible for everyone.”

The new boardwalk will
likely be built with a synthet-
ic material such as Trex, a
composite commonly used by
cities on bridges and decks.
It is engineered to resist fad-
ing, scratches and stains, and
it doesn’t rot. Maintenance is
minimal.

Grant said that while the
boardwalk will likely be used
by hikers and birdwatchers,
its main purpose will be to
provide a smooth walk to the
overlook.

The current overlook
is used to view a historical
marker that sits a few feet
away. The new overlook
will prominently display the
marker, which provides a bit
of the history of Tennessee
Valley before it was flooded
to create Lake Belton.

Now that the plan to im-
prove the overlook and con-
struct the boardwalk has been
approved by both Temple and
Belton city councils, KPA En-
gineering has started working
on designs for the project.

Temple City Manager
Brynn Myers said actual con-
struction of the boardwalk
likely will begin this year.

The park opened after
the construction of the dam
in 1954, and camping and
fishing were popular on both
sides of the dam. The area was
left open to the public with no
controls from the 1960s to the
1980s.

Between December 1991
and March of 1992, some 22
inches of rainfall in the area
caused the lake elevation to

See NATURAL,
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UMHB marks 180 years operating in Belton

2025 is a significant year
for the University of Mary
Hardin-Baylor, as it marks
the institution’s 180th year of
carrying on its tradition as the
oldest continuously operating
college in the state. Enrollment
at UMHB for the current aca-
demic year is at nearly 3,400
students from 44 states and 28
countries.

UMHB offers bachelor’s
degrees in more than 65 un-
dergraduate majors, ten mas-
ter’s degree programs, and two
doctoral degrees. It recently
expanded its online offerings
by launching several new

programs that significantly
broaden access to a UMHB
education, regardless of lo-
cation. Over 90% of UMHB
students receive some form
of financial aid, and the uni-
versity awarded more than
$50 million in grants and

scholarships last year.

The Marek-Smith
Center for Teacher Prepa-
ration, a  groundbreaking
12,808-square-foot  training
facility to prepare general and
special education majors for
various academic environ-
ments, is officially open and
will lead the way for special
education training through in-
novative spaces that incorpo-
rate immersive, multisensory,
and interactive equipment.

Construction  continues
on the university’s Jane and

Mac Hickerson Crusader Golf
Club for the UMHB men’s
and women’s golf teams. The
practice facility, which features
four par-4 holes, five par-3
holes, and additional short-
game practice areas, is now
open. The clubhouse should
be complete by the summer of
2025.

UMHB competes in 16
sports in the American South-
west Conference of NCAA
Division III. The Cru has won
over 65 conference champion-
ships since beginning intercol-

legiate athletics in 1979.

A welcoming, stu-
dent-centered approach with
a high standard of excellence
continuously defines the core
UMHB experience. Propelled
by an unapologetically Chris-
tian commitment, the univer-
sity is dedicated to helping
students deepen their faith and
integrate Christian perspectives
into every dimension of life.
Since it was founded in 1845,
the University of Mary Har-
din-Baylor (UMHB) prepares
students for lives of leadership,
service, and faith-informed dis-
cernment in a global society.
Academic excellence, personal
attention, broad-based scholar-
ship, and a Baptist vision for
education have distinguished
this Christ-centered learning
community since its beginning.

To learn more about
UMHB, visit www.umhb.edu.
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Crusaders continue winning traditions

The University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor
(UMHB) is nationally
recognized for its ex-
cellent academic and
athletic programs. The
Crusaders have achieved
national success in recent
years, making them one
of the most recognized
Division III athletic pro-
grams in the nation.

The Mary Har-
din-Baylor football team
reached the NCAA Divi-
sion I1I Football Quarter-
finals for the 14th time in
program history. UMHB
started the program in
1998 and has amassed
two national titles, five
NCAA semifinal finishes
and 19 postseason runs.

The Mary Har-
din-Baylor soccer teams
also achieved success
this season. The UMHB

men won their respec-
tive American South-
west Conference regu-
lar-season title while the
UMHB women made it
to the ASC champion-
ship match.

The UMHB Soccer
teams share the new-
ly-built Soccer and Ten-
nis Field House with the
Cru tennis teams. The
facility features team
locker rooms for all four
sports with an on-site
laundry room and train-
ing room. The building

also houses visitor lock-
er rooms and a meeting
room.

UMHB Volleyball
and Cross Country also
competed in the fall of
2024. The UMHB vol-
leyball team advanced to
the ASC Championship
match, finishing 22-8 on
the season. The UMHB
women’s cross country
team won the program’s
second ASC Champi-
onship and advanced to
the NCAA Regionals.
Two men’s cross country

runners also qualified for
and competed at NCAA
Regionals.

UMHB Men’s
Basketball went 17-10
during the 2023-24 sea-
son and used a late-sea-
son surge to make it
all the way to the ASC
Championship match.

Cru Women’s Bas-
ketball ended their 2023-
24 campaign with an
overall record of 12-7.
The UMHB Women also
earned an at-large bid to
the NCAA Division III
Championship Tourna-
ment. Arieona Rosbor-
ough was also named to
the WBCA All-America
team.

Both basketball
teams are in action this
season heading into the
ASC Tournaments.

UMHB Beach Vol-

leyball competed in its
third season, finishing
at 26-4 overall. The Cru
also won the AVCA
Small College Division
[T Beach Volleyball Na-
tional ~ Championship.
Ali Rojas and Gracie
Nichols were also named
AVCA All-America.
Acrobatics & Tum-
bling saw its most histor-
ic season to date with an
overall record of 9-2. The
team set multiple school
records en route to an
NCATA Division I
Tournament Champion-
ship. UMHB also quali-
fied for the NCATA Na-
tional  Championships,
becoming the first Divi-
sion III team to qualify.
Katelyn Kolodziejczyk
and Jenna Hall were also

See CRU,
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justment to the firefighter work
schedule. Firefighters have shift-
ed from working 24-hour shifts
followed by 48 hours off to a
new schedule of 48-hour shifts
with 96 hours off between shifts.
This change provides crews with
more consecutive time to men-
tally decompress from the chal-
lenges they face while on duty.
The extended decompression
time helps promote better mental
health and stability among fire-
fighters.

The health of firefighters is
a constant concern. Alongside
mental health, the City and De-
partment Command staff are
dedicated to promoting physical
health and well-being. In 2020,
every fire station was equipped
with new commercial-grade
extractor washing machines de-
signed to remove carcinogens
from contaminated firefighting
gear. Using these extractors after
each fire helps reduce exposure
to potentially harmful substanc-

es. Additionally, each fire truck
is supplied with decontamination
materials to ensure that crews
can quickly remove contami-
nants before departing from a
scene.

Fontenot’s priority for the
Fire Department is to adopt a
proactive approach rather than a

reactive one. The emphasis is on
preventing accidents and injuries
while ensuring professional-lev-
el responses when incidents do
occur. The number of safety and
training courses has increased,
along with free presentations
offered to the community. Code
enforcement activities are also

emphasized to ensure that
businesses are safe for visi-
tors. Collaborating with local
businesses enhances safety
within the community.

The Belton Fire Depart-
ment deeply appreciates the
support it has received from
the community over the years.
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Lakes are top attractions on hot summer days

Two of Bell County’s
biggest attractions — Belton
Lake and Stillhouse Hollow
— draw thousands of visitors
to the Belton area every year.
Although the two lakes are
very different, they both have
appeal to those who enjoy the
outdoors.

The Morgan’s Point Re-
sort Paddling Trail attracts
canoe, kayak and paddle-
board enthusiasts from across
the nation, the hiking ranks
among the best in the Texas
Hill Country and thousands of
birders flock to view eagles,
hawks and rare lark buntings,
golden-cheeked warblers and
black-capped vireo.

Camping and hiking are
huge here, and parties, family
and class reunions, military
events, corporate socials and
other large gatherings keep
the many pavilions booked at
US Army Corps of Engineers
lake parks.

But, perhaps the biggest
draw to local lakes is fishing
— to be specific, white and

hybrid striped bass fishing.
Anglers come to test their
skills at Stillhouse and Belton
lakes and to compete in the
dozens of fishing tournaments
held annually on the waters
and banks of the twin lakes.

Clients of just one of the
area’s fishing guide services
— Holding the Line — have
pulled a whopping 33,000 fish
out of Stillhouse and Belton
Lake in the past two years,
and every fish was returned to
the lake.

“The fishing here is ex-
cellent,” said Bob Maindelle,
owner of Holding the Line.
“There’s really no reason to
go anywhere else. We focus
on white bass on Stillhouse,
and on whites and hybrid
striped bass on Belton.

Most area lake parks be-
gan their spring seasons in
early March, and traditionally
lake rangers and maintenance
crews use the offseason to
freshen up and repair park in-
frastructure such as buildings,
picnic shelters and grills,

roads and boat ramps.

“We did have several
projects this off season, and
most of them were fairly mi-
nor,” said Park Ranger Cassie
Hill, one of three rangers as-
signed to Belton Lake.

Three lake-region parks
boast some of the top hiking and
mountain biking in Central Tex-
as at Miller Springs Nature Cen-
ter just below Belton Dam and
at two Stillhouse parks — Dana
Peak and Chalk Ridge Falls.

In addition to maintaining
lake parks and recreation areas,
the Corps of Engineers also pro-
vides lake rangers in the parks
and on the water.

“Our Rangers patrol the
parks and lake looking for vio-
lations of rules and regulations,
primarily safety concerns,”
Ranger Jewel Hale said. “As
rangers, we try to educate the
public on water and boating
safety. It’s a lake, and water can
be dangerous.”

Hale said gate attendants
working at Belton Lake and
Stillhouse parks where an en-

trance fee is charged no longer
take payments. Instead, pay-
ment kiosks and QR codes are
used.

“The fastest way to pay
is to use your smartphone and
scan the QR code,” she said.
“That is much faster and more
user friendly than the payment
kiosks.”

Frequent lake users and
those who travel may want to
invest in the $40 annual pass,
which is good for admission to
any Corps of Engineers park.
The passes can be obtained at
the Belton Lake Office, 3110
FM 2271 near Belton Dam, or
the Stillhouse Hollow Office at
3740 FM1670.

America the Beautiful
National Parks passes also are
accepted at parks with the ex-
ception of Belton Lake Outdoor
Recreation Area (BLORA).
These come in a variety of op-
tions, including passes for senior
adults and active duty military.
Visit  https://www.nps.gov/
planyourvisit/passes.htm for
more information.




The Belton Journal Belt Buckle




Belt Buckle The Belton Journal




The Belton Journal

Belt Buckle

Page 55

Morgan’s Point Resort Paddle Trail offers 12 miles of Lake Belton fun

As the fickle Texas
weather eventually leans to-
ward the warm side, more and
more Central Texans will be
looking for a little fun in the
sun.

Lake Belton is always a
popular spot for fishing, hik-
ing, swimming, skiing, pic-
nicking and just hanging out
with family and friends.

A growing number of
visitors also are taking advan-
tage of the lake’s paddling op-
portunities, especially the 12-
mile Morgan’s Point Resort
Paddling Trail — one of 81
official paddling trails that ex-
plore the state’s rivers, creeks,
lakes, bays and bayous.

The Morgan’s Point Re-
sort Trail was designated by
Texas Parks & Wildlife in
2013 and is steeped in history.
It’s also known for fishing and
birdwatching.

There are three main

launches to the trail, and the
city is working on getting a
state grant that would add
an ADA-accessible canoe
and kayak launch. Existing
launches can be found at
Morgan’s Point Marina, the
Community Center at Kley-
pas Park and at Rogers Park.

While a location has not
been determined, other im-
provements planned for the
paddling trail include a fa-
cility to rent kayaks, canoes,
paddle boards and paddling
accessories.

The closest rental facili-
ties are at Frank’s Marina near
Belton Dam and at Belton
Lake Outdoor Recreation
Area at Fort Hood. Both rent
kayaks, paddle boards and
other watercraft, but they are
miles from the paddling trail.

The Morgan’s Point Re-
sort Paddling Trail actual-
ly consists of three separate

segments, and most paddlers
complete each portion in one
to three hours.

The Tanyard Springs
Trail explores Belton Lake
inlets around Morgan’s Point
Marina. The trail essentially
makes a loop with the mari-
na serving as the starting and
finishing points. Paddlers can
also access this trail from a
launch at Kleypas Park.

The Camp Kachina Trail
follows the shoreline from
Kleypas Park, around the
Camp Kachina peninsula to
Rogers Park. Paddlers are re-
warded with stunning views
of the lake and limestone
bluffs.

The third trail — the
Mother Neff Trail — begins
and ends at Rogers Park,
crosses the lake and explores
inlets and protective coves
north of Morgan’s Point Re-
sort. Despite its name, the

trail does not go to Mother
Neff State Park.

The rocky shoreline and
tall bluffs create stunning
backdrops when paddling
along the Morgan's Point
Resort trails. Paddlers can
choose to do any of these
three trails, or portions of
them for a shorter trip. The
Tanyard Springs and Moth-
er Neff trails offer quiet, se-
cluded trips, while the Camp
Kachina Trail offers expan-
sive lake views.

Now for a little history:
The Tanyard Springs Trail is
named after the small com-
munity of Tanyard Springs,
which now rests below the
waters of Lake Belton.

Before the Leon River
was dammed in the 1950s
— it was dedicated in 1954

See TRAIL,
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— most of this stretch of the Leon was
known as Tennessee Valley. It was orig-
inally occupied by settlers from Tennes-
see, and the natural beauty of the area
apparently reminded them of home.

In the 1860s, 70s and 80s, the
Chisholm Trail cut through the area, and
there are still signs of that traffic today.
Wagon tracks worn in limestone rock can
be found on the shoreline near the Tan-
yard Springs trail.

Many paddlers on the Morgan’s
Point trails take fishing breaks along
their way. Largemouth bass, hybrid
striped bass, smallmouth bass, white
bass, white crappie, and channel and
blue catfish are common catches.

While paddling, fishing and en-
joying lake views, be sure to keep an
eye on shore for the abundant wildlife
in the area. Herds of white-tailed deer,
squirrels, gray and red fox, and arma-
dillos are common sights — especially
the deer.

If bird watching is your thing, you

common on the lake, and lucky paddlers

just might think you are in heaven. A may get a glimpse of wild turkeys, os-

variety of songbirds and waterfowl are

prey and eagles.
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rise 40 feet. Water overflowed
the spillway for 42 days, reach-
ing a peak depth of nearly 4 feet.

The water-flow into Mill-
er Springs created new can-
yons and exposed geological
formations. In 1993, the Miller
Springs Alliance took over the
lease and maintained the area,
with a desire to protect it and
see it used for educational and
environmentally sustainable ac-
tivities.

The alliance operated us-
ing volunteers until 2018, when
the cities of Belton and Temple
took over the lease to maintain
the area.

According to a city of
Belton website, volunteers help
keep Miller Springs Nature
Center functioning and clean.
To be added to an email list and
receive notification about future
volunteer dates, please email
parksandrec(@beltontexas.gov.

Cadence . rom Page 37

Grant thanked the city of
Temple for its role in the Miller
Springs project.

“They have really come
through and were able to fund
this much needed and highly
anticipated replacement of the
old boardwalk to the Tennessee
Valley Overlook through their
Places & Spaces Capital Im-
provement Plan,” Grant said.

“This new accessible walk-
ing path will connect the parking

lot all the way to the upgraded
overlook,” he added. “This will
make it possible for our mobility
challenged patrons to make their
way to the overlook where they
will be able to see the spillway,
the lower prairie, the dam and
the upper rim all the way on the
other side of the park.”

“Make sure to take your
binoculars so you will be able to
see the wildlife that is all around
you,” Grant said.

west end of the north con-
course.

The newly established,
17,000 square foot Equine/
Livestock Complex on the
west side of the campus
held its first event in 2018.
Additionally, a 130 x 300

foot performance surface,
air conditioning, a gener-
ous concourse for vendors
with an unrestricted view
of the arena, seating for
800 patrons, attached to a
100 x 200 foot warm-up
arena with stalls and pens,

concessions, a bar and grill
and many additional ame-
nities to the Cadence Bank
Center’s excellent location,
and you have a world-class
combination.

The Cadence Bank Cen-
ter was constructed with the

intent of having a positive
economic impact, as well as
increasing the quality of life
for the community.

To learn about upcom-
ing events, visit www.ca-
dencebankcenter.com or
call (254) 933-5353.
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Industrial areas remain for Belton with EDC

The BEDC (Belton Economic De-
velopment Corporation) was created
in 1990 after the Belton citizens vot-
ed in favor to adopt the state’s Type
A Sales Tax Program, an initiative
introduced and supported by the city
council. Acceptable projects for the
BEDC are governed by state law for
Type A Corporations and by policies
established by the board of directors
and the Belton City Council.

The board of directors consists of
five community business leaders ap-
pointed to three-year terms by the
Belton City Council. Current board
members include Brandon Bozon, Ste-
vie Spradley, Marion Grayson, John
Holmes and Tyson McLaughlin.

“We are still seeing a lot of requests
for building space. Companies are in-
terested in Texas. Companies we have
here in Belton are still in the growth
mode. The Imagine Belton plan was
developed last year. This project is a
joint effort between the City of Belton
and BEDC. It is a vision for the down-
town area,” said Executive Director

Cynthia Hernandez. Under Hernan-
dez’s leadership the focus of BEDC’s
services have in-creased to include lo-
cal businesses. Traditionally Econom-
ic Development Corporations focus on
attracting businesses then moving on
to the next potential business thinking
of relocating. They recently closed on
10 acres of land along 6th Ave near
downtown Belton. The property is
zoned Retail along 6th Ave and light
industrial along the southern side of
the property.

Traditional Industrial out of Dallas
purchased 19 acres in the Belton In-
dustrial Park and added another 8.56
acres outside of the park for the devel-
opment of four industrial buildings.
The four buildings will add 344,000
square feet of office space in the park.
These buildings are to be listed as
Class A commercial real estate.

There are four industrial areas in
Belton. Available sites can be found
in the Belton Business Park and the
FM 93 Industrial Park. Belton Busi-
ness Park located along IH-14 and

Loop 121 has excellent access to wa-
ter, fiber optics, interstate and 3-phase
electricity. Highway 93 Industrial Park
is just off IH-35 and is where Belton’s
heavy industry is located.

Belton has an excellent school sys-
tem and quality of life.

Belton is located at the point where
IH-14 and IH-35 connect. Close to
Austin, Dallas and San Antonio the
Belton community is at the heart of
one of the top growing areas in the
country. The Killeen Regional Airport
is just 15-miles away.

Each year the BEDC assists new
companies interested in establishing
operations in the City of Belton, en-
courages expansion of local compa-
nies, continues developing the Belton
Business Park, and supports infra-
structure projects in the community
to spur growth.

Business Roundtable meetings fea-
turing special presentations are held
quarterly to encourage networking

See EDC,
Page 59




The Belton Journal

FOl't - From Page 38

fare Foundation. “It’s going
to bring in a lot of people
who will spend money in our
communities.”

“Eventually, we will have
about 600 artifacts on display,
including a Huey helicop-
ter, an M4 Sherman tank, an
M2A3 Bradley Fighting Ve-

hicle and other items repre-
senting the history of the U.S.
Army from 1776 to the pres-
ent day,” he said.

Fort Cavazos soldiers,
both on and off post, head to
Belton for dining and events
such as concerts, rodeos, fes-
tivals and fairs.

EDC - From Page 58

among industry represen-
tatives, present topics of
common interest and pro-
vide opportunities to learn
and support our local indus-
try.

The BEDC also holds
quarterly meetings with
industries located in the
Belton Business Parks.

The meetings are more
of a roundtable affair with
a speaker provided. Warren

Ketteman, Director of In-
dustry Development for the
BEDC is in charge of mak-
ing these meetings a reality.
“Building relationships
with our current industries
and businesses is as import-
ant as new industry devel-
opment,” said Hernandez.
Under Hernandez’s lead-
ership the focus of BEDC’s
services have increased to
include local businesses.

Pal’kS - From Page 41

Jeff Hamilton Park —
Playground, walking trail,
and seating areas.

The Landing at
Creekside Park — A popu-
lar spot along Nolan Creek.

Liberty Park — Two
pavilions, playgrounds, and
the Nolan Creek Hike & Bike
Trail.

Lions Field — Practice
baseball field and basketball
court.

Miller Heights Park —
Picnic areas, playground,
basketball court, fitness sta-
tion and more than a half-
mile of walking trails. A but-
terfly garden and open green
spaces.

Miller Spring Nature
Center — Extensive hiking
opportunities in a 260-acre
scenic natural area owned

by the US Army Corps of En-
gineers.

Nolan Creek Hike &
Bike Trail —1.26-mile trail
linking Liberty Park and
the University of Mary Har-
din-Baylor, with educational
stations.

Nolan Creek Nature
Trail — Quarter-mile trail with
scenic views.

Quail Meadows
Park — Small pavilions, as-
phalt trail, and playgrounds.

South  Wall Tiger
Park — Splash pad, play-
ground, a half court and cov-
ered picnic tables.

Yettie Polk Park — One
of the city’s oldest and most-
used parks. Features play-
grounds, picnic tables, bas-
ketball court, and the Nolan
Creek Hike & Bike Trail.
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PREPARE for a new career or to
transfer to a university.

LEARN in the classroom in Killeen and on
Fort Cavazos or online.

GET A HEAD START with dual credit
in local high schools.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.CTCD.EDU

J:l‘UJ J_n

ST ALY IN R AILY IR
WAL

Experience the universe on our 60-foot dome with
state-of-the-art digital projection technology.
*.

Weekday matinees and weekend public shows.
*

Memberships available, which include reciprocal membership
in more than 250 partner science museums and planetariums.

LOCATED ON THE CAMPUS OF CENTRAL TEXAS COLLEGE

For more information, call 254-526-1800 or visit us online at WWW.starsatnight.org
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Temple College now enrolling 5,000 students

Temple Junior College was founded in 1926 in re-
sponse to the need for a postsecondary institution in Tem-
ple. The college is a result of the joint
efforts of civic, business and educa-
tional leaders. In the early years, the
college was operated by the public
school system. Classes were held in
the basement of the old Temple High
School building. As the student body
grew, so did the need for a permanent
campus. A separate junior college dis-
trict was established in 1955, enabling the college to build
a new facility. The college moved to its present location in
South Temple in 1957.

In 1996, the name of the college was changed to Tem-
ple College to reflect its role as a comprehensive college,
offering transfer programs, technical education, community
education, career and workforce training, and cultural ac-
tivities. The college now offers day and evening classes;
technical and workforce training; on-campus, online, hy-
brid, and web-enhanced courses; and continuing education
classes.

Temple College has traditionally offered pre-profes-
sional courses leading to degrees in medicine, law, edu-
cation, engineering, and similar fields and more general
academic courses that enable students to transfer to four-
year institutions for baccalaureate degrees. The technical

program of the college expanded with the opening of the

Watson Technical Center in 1967. In recent years, a wide
variety of credit and non-cred-
it classes, programs, and work-
shops have been offered through
the Business and Continuing Ed-
ucation Division. Temple College
became a leader in education for
health professions with the open-
ing of a new Health Sciences Cen-
ter and Clinical Simulation Center

in 2004.

The campus in Temple now exceeds 108 acres, includ-
ing 27 buildings. The University Courtyard Apartments
provide apartment-style student housing and the Temple
College Apartments provide housing for low-income stu-
dent families. Both facilities are located on the east side of
the Temple campus.

The Danny Scott Sports Complex includes a gymnasi-
um, fitness center, baseball and softball fields, and an in-
tramural field.

With an enrollment of about 5,000 students, the college
is large enough to maintain a flexible and varied program. It
is, at the same time, small enough to provide students with
opportunities for the development of leadership abilities.
Small class size makes possible a close personal relation-
ship between students and their instructors.

Exceptional Financial Knowledge — Uncompromising Service
The path towards financial stability may seem daunting.
From an ever-changing tax code to the enormous amount
of conflicting information and misinformation found
on the web, finding the right partner to guide you, your
family or your business is essential. We believe it is the

diversity of our team’s interests and specialties within the

practice of accounting that makes us a unique resource in

the communities we serve.
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BCYC offers after-school and summer programs

For decades, the Belton
Christian ~ Youth  Center
(BCYC) has served the local
community through its com-
mitment to the youth and its
promotion of Christian val-
ues. Located at 505 E. Ave-
nue C, BCYC is a nonprofit
activity center that offers
after-school and summer
programs for area children,
providing plentiful opportu-
nities for learning and fun.

BCYC is licensed by the state to provide childcare for
up to 175 students. When the local schools are in session
BCYC is an after-school program. A warm meal is provid-
ed each afternoon. During the summer months, BCYC is a
full-day program offering three meals.

The facility is over 38,000 sq ft with eight classrooms,
two kitchens, a dining area, a playground area, and a full
basketball court.

There were over 500 children who signed up for the
basketball league last fall.

They currently have five funds and three school buses
to provide transportation to the school. The buses require
a CDL commercial license to operate. One of their biggest
challenges is maintaining the buses.

BCYC offers volley-
ball recreation leagues in
the spring and the fall. The
youth center’s story dates
back to 1982 when it origi-
nally began operation in the
gymnasium of a Belton ele-
mentary school. In response
to positive community sup-
port, activities expanded
year-round. They moved
to their current location in
1999.

Each year, BCYC serves around 1,200 students, and
the praise of parents and community members speaks to the
program’s long-standing reputation of success. The chil-
dren raised over 500 Ibs. of food for the Helping Hands
Ministry for Thanksgiving last fall.

For more information on BCYC and its programs visit
beltonyouth.com. Daniel Bucher is the Executive Director
for BCYC.

Bucher started working at BCYC after graduating from
the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor. He worked at Grand
Avenue Theater from 2012-20. “I am back at the place [ am
meant to be. I love to see smiles on faces. If you can make
an impression on one child a day that is all you can ask
for,” said Bucher.

« Screen Printing & Graphics
« T-Shirts « Fleece  Active Wear

« Direct to Garment Printing

« Photo Tees  Sport Shirts
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The Porch on Central Avenue is a
women’s clothing store that has been in
operation for several years. The Belton
Depot, which opened last year, features
a wine bar, a candy shop, crepes, brick
oven pizza, and an exceptional diner that
has become a tourist attraction in itself.
These buildings were constructed in the
1800s.

Additionally, two major restoration
projects are currently underway down-
town: the original opera house building
and the Boston building on Central and
East Streets.

Arusha’s Coffee Co. is a popular
meeting spot on East Street, renowned
for their breakfast tacos.

The Gin area is a hot spot in the
summer months with Scores - Belton,
The Gin at Nolan Creek, Coronas De
Oro, and Graley’s Goodies Yogurt Shop
are popular spots for those looking to en-
joy Nolan Creek. Oak Fire Pizza on East
Street serves delicious brick-oven pizza.

Water Street Waffle Co. is conve-
niently located on Water Street, not far
from The Gin area, and offers a wonder-

ful and unique breakfast selection.

“I love it downtown. It is so beau-
tiful. Our vendors were really pleased
with the Christmas shoppers. I am a huge
believer in going local and supporting
local businesses. We received a lot of
positive feedback from our ads featured
in The Belton Journal,” said Belinda
Mangzella, the owner of Lindy Lu’s.

If you’re looking for local artists,
My Giving Tree Gift Shop & Art Gal-
lery is the perfect destination. The store
offers a variety of items, including cus-
tom-made jewelry, wood-carved art,
and paintings, with prices ranging from
a few hundred dollars to several thou-
sand. What makes this store special is
its focus on featuring art by local artists
from the U.S. and Texas.

Next to My Giving Tree is iME-
RAKIi, a store that carries a large se-
lection of modern clothing for both
men and women—definitely a must-
see. They also offer many unique gifts
for men.

Leila Valchar, the owner of My
Giving Tree, remarked, “The first time
I visited Belton, I fell in love with this
little town; I knew I wanted to make
it my home. I planted roots and raised
my children here. Downtown Belton is
blooming with new businesses. Come
visit us and spend the day exploring
all the downtown shops and restau-
rants. We look forward to seeing y'all
soon!”
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for their fourth straight playoff appearance.

Furthermore, the Lady Tigers soccer
program secured a seventh consecutive dis-
trict championship in 2024, when the Lady
Broncos volleyball team, Broncos baseball
team and Belton girls cross country team
also earned district titles.

The Dragons and Lady Dragons made
some program history as well, competing at

the state swim meet for the first time in the
team’s brief existence.

While lots of athletes were creating
names for themselves in 2024, others were
honored for their prior dedication.

Makenna Morrow and Allie An-
gell were each inducted into the pres-
tigious Belton High School Athletics
Wall of Honor after helping extend

the Lady Tigers’ success on the soccer
pitch.

Throughout their careers, each
received all-district, all-region and
all-state recognition, and they were
teammates in 2023, when Belton lost
in the regional final, falling just short
of sending the squad to state for only
the second time.

FeStivalS - From Page 17

Downtown Belton’s an-
nual Candy Trail is a great way
to celebrate fall and the spooky
Halloween season. Kids dressed
as princesses, goblins, and su-
perheroes head to downtown
for a fun time that features more
than 135,000 pieces of candy.

Organizers say Candy Trail
is a fun and free alternative to
trick or treating, thanks to the
Downtown Belton Business Al-
liance.

Young ladies and their fa-
thers or father figures enjoy the
annual Father-Daughter Dance,
held every February. The eve-

ning includes refreshments,
dancing, games, prizes and a
photo booth.

The city is home to many
other festivals and family activi-
ties as well.

Belton is home to two
movie theaters, The Beltonian
and the multi-screened Grand
Avenue. Both are hot spots for
a variety of movies and events.
The Beltonian specializes in
gourmet food and classic mov-
ies.

Two lakes are within five
minutes of downtown Belton
— Stillhouse Hollow and Lake
Belton. Both offer spectacular
fishing, camping, hiking and
biking. Windsurfing and pad-
dling sports are also popular.
A 12-mile paddling trail can
be found a short drive away in
Morgan’s Point Resort.

The massive Cadence

Bank Center, formerly known as
the Bell County Expo, is home
to concerts, rodeos, the Central
Texas State Fair, the Bell Coun-
ty Youth Show and many events
featuring horses, dogs and live-
stock.

Recognizing that the past
profoundly influences the fu-
ture, the Bell County Museum
collects, preserves and inter-
prets the historic and prehistor-
ic cultural heritage of the area
and provides quality traveling
exhibitions for enjoyment and
education.

The nearby Gault Site is
home to a wealth of archaeo-
logical evidence, and the site
has been home to human beings
for more than 13,000 years. The
Gault Site provides archaeolo-
gists with a unique look into the
lifestyles of the earliest people in
Texas and the Americas.

Built in 1899, the Belton
Depot served as a train station
for the Katy Railroad and later
the Belton Railroad company
for many decades until it fell
into obscurity. Thanks to local
developers it has been renovat-

ed into the latest retail hotspot
downtown. New businesses
have found their home in the old
station with more on the way.

The Chamber serves as
an advocate and resource in five
strategic areas: Workforce De-
velopment, Economic Develop-
ment, Leadership Development,
Marketing & Business Develop-
ment, and Networking.

The Chamber has several
programs in place to improve
its growth and development,
and it provides opportunities to
connect and serve in the Belton
community. These programs
include Ambassadors, Lead-
ership Belton, Mentor Belton,
Business After-Hours, Chamber
Coffee Connection, Legislative
Governmental Affairs, and Mili-
tary Relations.

The Ambassadors program
provides opportunities for mem-
bers to be actively involved in
welcoming new members with
ribbon cuttings and other cel-
ebrations. They represent the
Chamber in connecting with
members and hosting the annual
awards banquet.

The Leadership Belton
program is a year-long training
experience that provides par-
ticipants with opportunities to
learn about and connect with the
community. Mentor Belton is a
program that pairs University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor students
with mentors in the community
to promote workforce develop-
ment.

Networking opportunities
provide a chance to connect
with other people and business-
es in the community. Business
After-Hours is a monthly event
designed for Chamber members
to gather in a social setting for
networking and to meet new
members.

Chamber Coffee Connec-
tion is a Chamber event geared
toward all members and poten-
tial members who are interested
in learning about member orga-
nizations and specific programs
in the community. Often, a non-
profit organization is featured.

The Chamber’s Military
Relations Committee serves as
the focus of coordination for
outreach to military families
living in Belton. The Cham-
ber also sponsors the Patriot
Way Brick Walk along Cen-
tral Avenue, providing an op-
portunity to honor those who
have served in the military
with engraved bricks and sto-
ryboards, which are located
along the walkway to share
stories of local heroes.



Page 66

Belt Buckle

The Belton Journal

Bell County has a variety of private school options

Central Texas Christian School (CTCS), the largest
private school in Bell County, offers quality education in
small class sizes, located at 4141 W Highway 93 in Tem-
ple. With a strong academic program and a 100 percent
graduation rate, the school serves around 500 students in a
Christian-based environment.

Enrollment requires at least one parent to be a pro-
fessed Christian, and the school community reflects around
30 different churches. The mission of the faculty is to ed-
ucate students with the truth of Christ, fostering academic
excellence and character development through strong aca-
demics, Bible classes, and leadership training.

CTCS promotes unity and spiritual growth through
weekly chapel services, mission trips, retreats, and com-
munity service. Each grade level is assigned a local orga-
nization to support, and students participate in the annual
Food for Families drive.

Class sizes are small—approximately 16 students in
elementary, 22 in middle and high school, and a maximum
of 12 in Pre-K—enhancing student-teacher relationships.
High schoolers can take Advanced Placement and dual
credit courses, and the school is accredited by the Associa-
tion of Christian Schools International.

CTCS also emphasizes extracurricular activities and
electives, offering options like Fine Arts, technology, and
various leadership programs. The school hosts a public
Open House each spring for prospective families.

For more information, visit their website at https://
www.ctcslions.com.

Holy Trinity Catholic High School

Holy Trinity Catholic High School is a private, coed-
ucational Catholic college-preparatory school dedicated to
the educational mission of the Church. The school provides
students with a high-quality, gospel-based education while
fostering engagement with the Catholic heritage.

Students develop their intellectual gifts through effec-
tive communication, diverse subject offerings, and class-
es that promote research skills and civic awareness. The
college preparatory curriculum includes Honors and Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) courses designed to enhance criti-
cal thinking and problem-solving abilities.

With a 7:1 student-teacher ratio, Holy Trinity boasts
SAT and ACT scores above the national and state averag-
es, along with dedicated faculty. AP courses are available
in subjects such as English, Calculus, Biology, Chemistry,
U.S. Government, History, Spanish, and Art History.

St. Mary’s Catholic School
St. Mary’s Catholic School in Temple provides edu-
cational opportunities for children from Pre-K3 through
middle school.
The St. Mary’s Way of Catholic Classical Education

aims to foster students’ love for the True, Beautiful, and
Good, guiding them closer to God. This educational ap-
proach is based on the medieval Trivium (grammar, logic,
rhetoric), which serves as both a framework for learning
and a method for developing independent thinking.

The Classical Education model at St. Mary’s is struc-
tured to align with childhood development, with each stage
building on the previous one. The school follows the St.
Jerome Model of Classical Education in implementing this
approach.

Providence Preparatory School

Providence Preparatory School in Belton is a private
Christian school offering education for pre-K through high
school.

The school’s mission is to blend classroom and at-home
instruction, emphasizing the importance of the parent-child
relationship in fostering vibrant learning. Providence col-
laborates with families in Belton, Temple, and the greater
Central Texas area through a schedule that combines half
homeschool and half traditional school.

Founded in 2011, Providence has 445 students en-
rolled, with average class sizes of 11 in pre-K and first
grade, and 16-17 in grades two through twelve.

Daily Chapel prioritizes spiritual growth through
singing, scripture recitation, devotionals, prayer, and an-
nouncements, facilitating a sense of community among
students of all ages in the Worship Center.

St. Francis Episcopal School

St. Francis Episcopal School is located in Temple on
the grounds of the church of the same name and was estab-
lished in 1971.

Focused on diverse learning styles, the school provides
a warm environment for children to grow spiritually, socially,
emotionally, and cognitively. Offering early childhood edu-
cation from ages two to kindergarten, St. Francis uses a play-
based curriculum that promotes critical thinking and indepen-
dent learning.

The school also offers after-school activities, including
basketball, dance, art, and science.

Vintage Christian Academy

Located in Harker Heights, Vintage Christian Academy
(VCA) offers a Christian classical education for students from
Pre-K through sixth grade, emphasizing academic, moral, and
spiritual development.

VCA also features a part-time Mother’s Day Out program
for Pre-K children that encourages growth through play and
social interaction.

Students are prepared for both academic success and spir-
itual resilience, symbolized by their mascot, the Warriors, rep-
resenting the ongoing spiritual battles they will face in life.



The Belton Journal

Let us Help Vou Create the
Home of Your Dreams

254-760-0686

Linda@BoydDesignGroupTX.com
Joe@BoydDesignGroupTX.com

BoydDesignGroupTX.com

Belt Buckle

FORMERLY NEAL ARCHITECTURAL GROUP

KELLY GARCIA, ATA

Owner, Architect

254.778.1466 >4 kelly@ga-tx.com

815 N. Main St.

Belton, TX 76513 O R BBl
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Founded in 1936, Crossroads
Church is celebrating 89 years in
2025! At Crossroads, we believe in
doing life together. That

means that we grow

together, laugh together,

cry together, and push

each other to be better
TOGETHER.

OUR BELIEFS:
Christ-Centered

Biblically Based

Grounded in Grace
Passionate About Prayer
Authentic in Our Walk
Committed to the
Uncommitted

Relevant & Innovative
Committed to Community

LOVE CHRIST.
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500 South 1-35, Belton, TX 76513
crcbelton.com

info@crcbelton.com
254.939.2122

CONNECT:
At Crossroads Church, we

believe that growth happens

in community, so we offer ways

to connect with other members

of the church no matter what

stage of life you are in. You can

connect with Life Groups, Ladies' and Men’s
Groups, Kids and Youth events, and more!
Through serving with Crossroads, you will have
the opportunity to be a part of many rewarding
ministries within the church.

SERVICES:

Crossroads is a family of
dynamic worshippers
who love each other
and the presentation of
the Word of God. We
encourage everyone to
come as they are.
Check our website for
current service times:
crcbelton.com

SERVE PEOPLE.
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20%

OFF ONE ITEM

A Boutique that specializes in fun,
unique, comfortable, and affordable
clothing and fashion

Mon - Sat

10 AM - 6 PM
Sun

12 PM - 4 PM

(M 254.831.3133

208 N Penelope St.
Belton, TX

@06

@pinkbulldogboutique

pinkbulldegboutiqgue.com
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Business Accounting Services &

Tax Services for Individual,
Business, Trust and Estates

— Tax-Exempt Organizations — Tax Return Preparation &
Consulting— Tax Planning & IRS Representation
— Tax Resolution — Payroll — Preparation of Financial
Statement — Quick Books Pro Advisor

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME!

Alton D. Thiele, CPA & Jeff Kelley, CPA
254-939-0701 | alton@adtcpa.com
adtcpa.com | 300 E Avenue C - Belton

Large Enough to Handle
Diverse Needs,

Small Enough to CARE.




Page 72

WELCOME

COUNTY!

We’re so glad you’re here! Whether
- you're visiting, relocating, or just:;
'S ": passing through, Bell County
¥~ welcomes you with open arms and a
true taste of Texas charm. Nestled
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THE LARGEST
REGIONAL/STATEWIDE
SANTA ORGANiZATIiON
iN THE WORLD?

CONVOY OF TOYS®

We bring a sense of Love, Hope and Joy
back to children affected in natural
disasters. Our efforts have already brought
hope back to thousands of children,
parents, families and communities.

DONATIONS

Lone Star Santas is sanctioned by the American
Red Cross, FEMA and various faith-based groups
who provide relief directly to disaster victims.
You can donate to our Convoy of Toys, to our
Building fund, or to our General Fund on our
Donate Pages.

LONESTARSANTAS.ORG
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“Remodels, Wholesale, &
New Construction
welcome!”’

This year will be our most creative yet and
we want to hear from you about the styles
you want and love!

Let’s turn your house into your dream
home together!

Calllusitoday!

“Local home of life
proof tlooring!”

BELL
o COUNTY
FLOORING

254-933-1313
6401 STATE HWY. 317 SUITE B,
BELTON
BellCountyFlooring.com
#flooringforall

FLOOR NOW, PAY LATER,

We offer 0% interest financing on all products we carry. W.A.C

f
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Belton nestled between three medical centers

Belton is conveniently located near
three large medical centers. Baylor Scott &
White Medical Center - Temple is one of the
state’s premiere medical centers with more
than 700 physicians, surgeons and special-
ists involved in service areas of allergy/im-
munology, cardiology, dermatology, pain
management, pediatrics (including endocri-
nology, gastroenterology, hematology and
neonatology), family practice, infectious
disease, neurology, ophthalmology, industri-
al medicine, psychiatry, geriatrics, rheuma-
tology, urology, obstetrics and gynecology.

Seton Medical Center Harker Heights
has been growing steadily since construction
began in the spring of 2011, and its doors
were opened on June 18, 2012. The hospital
is a joint venture between Austin-based As-
cension and Nashville-based Ardent Health
Services. The facility as a whole is 192,400
square feet and has 83 beds, not including
the 60,000 square-foot Harker Heights Med-
ical Pavilion. The hospital provides fami-
ly practice, internal medicine, cardiology,
general surgery, orthopedic surgery, neuro-
surgery, plastic surgery, obstetrics and gy-
necology, gastroenterology, otolaryngology,
nephrology, neurology, oncology, podiatry,

rheumatology and urology services.

AdventHealth Central Texas is the pri-
mary healthcare provider in West Bell and
Coryell counties, serving more than 125,000
patients per year, with more than 300 phy-
sicians offering 43 medical specialties and
wellness services. AdventHealth Central
Texas , a 207-bed hospital, offers many ser-
vices including a 24-hour emergency center,
behavioral health care, digestive care, heart
and vascular care, imaging services, lab
services, men’s care, mother and baby care,
orthopedic care, senior care and sleep care.

In addition to private practices in the
area, several hospitals maintain clinics and/
or urgent care facilities in Belton.

Baylor Scott & White Hospital
2401 S. 31st Street Temple, Texas
76502
(800) 792-3710
(254) 724-2111

Baylor Scott & White Clinic-Belton
1505 N. Main Street
Belton, Texas 76513
(254) 933-4000

LASTOVICA

Over 70 years of experience from
a family you’ve grown to trust.

Baylor Scott & White Clinic-Belton
South
1001 Arbor Park
Belton, Texas 76513
(254) 831-2000

McLane Children’s Baylor Scott &
‘White Clinic
225 Sparta Road
Belton, Texas 76513
(877) 800-5722

Baylor Scott & White Belton Conve-
nient Care Clinic
309 Lake Road
Belton, Texas 76513
(254) 933-5600

Wellstone Family Medicine Clinic
2851 N. Main Street
Belton, Texas 76513

(254) 939-1844

Premier ER & Urgent Care
7010 W Adams Ave
Temple, Texas 76502
(254) 228-1200

Baylor Scott & White McLane Chil-
dren’s Medical Center
1901 S.W. H.K. Dodgen Lp.
Temple, Texas 76502
(254) 724-5437

FINE JEWELERS, INC.

Don’t give up on your broken jewelry
Create that special piece you’ve been dreaming about

Give us a call today or stop by our
store to learn more about the finest
jewelry in Central Texas.

1202 S. 31st St Temple
LastovicaFineJewelers.Com
254-773-5772
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Belton dog park keeps tails wagging

Belton’s Heritage Park
will benefit from many im-
provements during upcoming
months, but local residents are
quite pleased with one element
of the park that will remain the
same.

“The (Heritage Park) Dog
Park is a great place — I go
there every day,” said Belton
resident John Kinney. “If it
had lights, I’d go at night as
well.”

Phillip Anderson, also of
Belton, is a big fan of the bark
park.

“T use it often — I like
the size of the park,” he said.
“The water station needs a lit-
tle work, though, but I think
Belton needs a second park for
dogs.”

Despite its popularity,
residents such as Anderson

say the city needs another dog
park to serve northside and
lake-area residents and their
pups, but that likely won’t
happen anytime soon.

“We do not have any
plans to build another dog park
at this point, but that doesn’t
mean we won’t build one in
the future,” said James Grant,
director of Belton Parks &
Recreation.

According to Grant, the
city put up a temporary dog
park back in 2019 to see if the
community would use it. It
became an immediate hit with
local pups and their owners.

“We were trying to de-
cide if we wanted to spend the
money and build a permanent
one, but we didn’t want to
build something our commu-
nity didn’t want or use,” Grant

BI.IY & S!I.I.

OY EMILSON, o

254-831-1049
200 E. CENTRAL AVE STE. E BELTON, TX

said.

“Boy, were we ever sur-
prised,” he added with a laugh.
“It was a resounding hit, and
we had more compliments
on it and its location than we
could count.”

“It was so successful that
we decided to extend the tem-
porary fence rental for several
more months while we planned
a permanent dog park.”

The temporary park — it
was called Pop-Pup Dog Park
by the city — was divided into
two areas, one for large dogs
and the other for smaller ca-
nines. The park was small —
about a quarter-acre in size.

Today’s Park also has two
sections, but the overall size is
now 1.5 acres.

“We kept it at the same lo-
cation because everyone loved

the shade trees, and it worked
well with parking, walking
trails and the nearby park play-
ground,” Grant said.

“It is completely fenced
in with a 5-foot chain link
fence, drinking fountains for
both human and canines, and
we have repurposed some old
playground equipment to give
our furry friends something to
play on,” he added. “Most of
it is irrigated to help with turf
management, and it has park
benches and even a picnic ta-
ble or two.”

Now called Heritage Park
Dog Park, money to build the
puppy playground was part
of a $750,000 Texas Parks &
Wildlife grant awarded a few

See DOGS,
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1220 B North Main Street Belton - 254 760-0334
M-F | 8:30am-2:30pm - Sat. | 8:30am-12:30pm Sun. | Closed
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years ago.

“The park is very popular with pet
owners and their furry best friends,” Grant
said.

“The Belton dog park is great,” said
Joshua Landon. “It’s way better than others
in the surrounding area.”

According to Grant, several projects
are on tap for Heritage Park and many will
be started this year.

“The lights on all four baseball fields
at Heritage are being retrofitted with LED
lights,” he said. “These lights will be much
brighter and more energy efficient.”

“Also, the soccer complex is getting
another practice field, and we are adding
lights to the new multipurpose field. This
will help out during the summer — kids can
play later when it’s not so hot.”

The Belton Baseball Association is put-
ting in batting cages at Heritage Park, and
they will be open to the public when not in
use by league baseball teams.

“The batting cages will be near Com-
munity Garden, which also is getting a
facelift,” Grant added.
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BISD - From Page 12

alongside them through months
of rehearsals and the final per-
formance. This initiative reflects
the Belton ISD Board of Trust-
ees' commitment to the district's
Values & Beliefs, ensuring every
student has access to exceptional
learning experiences tailored to
their unique needs and passions.

Belton ISD believes that
parents are not only their
child’s first and most influen-
tial teachers but also essential

Cl’ll - From Page 49

named NCATA All-America
while UMHB swept the nation-
al NCATA Division III awards.
UMHB’s Softball team
finished 24-15 overall and with
a 13-8 mark in conference play.
UMHB Baseball also com-
peted last season and looks to
build a strong 2025 campaign.
The Cru advanced to the ASC
Tournament last season and saw
head coach Mike Stawski earn

partners in education. That’s
why we invite parents to
work alongside our classroom
teachers and staff. Parents
are encouraged to volunteer
at schools, engage in district
activities, and stay informed
about curriculum and learning
opportunities to support their
child’s success.

To read more about the
latest happenings in Belton
ISD, visit www.bisd.net/news.

his 300th win as a head coach.

Men’s and Women’s Golf
were also successful last season.
The UMHB Men earned four
top-three finishes on the season.
Sarah Kmiecik also represented
the women’s team at the NCAA
Championship. The UMHB
women finished second at the
ASC Championship, winning
three other tournaments last sea-
son.
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First United Methodist Church
205 E. Third Ave., Belton
fumcbelton.org
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the library and to support
the free book give aways
at community events like
Christmas on the Chisholm
Trail.

The library began with a
Belton woman’s study club,
The Woman’s Wednesday
Club. The library occupied
a single room at Central Ho-
tel, which was owned and
operated by the Women’s
Commonwealth, a very suc-
cessful women’s religious
group with several business-
es in Belton and Temple.

When the book collec-
tion outgrew the room, the
club rented a space in the
Harris & Walker building on
Main Street. Emma A. Lee
was hired as the first librar-
ian, and members of the club
set a goal of having a Carne-
gie Library and began a resil-
ient letter writing campaign
to Andrew Carnegie. The let-
ter campaign paid off when,
with assurances of support
from the City of Belton, a
Carnegie grant was awarded.

In 1905, when the Car-

negie Library opened at 201
North Main Street it had
1,500 books. Miss Lee retired
in 1924 and was replaced by
Miss Louie C. Meyer.

In 1933, the Library
Board petitioned the City
Council to take over the op-
erations of the library, and
the library became part of the
city government.

In 1946, Miss Meyer
retired and was replaced by
Miss Lena Armstrong, who
served the library for 53
years before retiring in 1998.

In 1975, the library
moved to a new building
at 301 East Ist Avenue and
changed its name to the
Belton Public Library. After
Armstrong’s death in 1999,
the library was renamed the
Lena Armstrong Public Li-
brary due to the deep love
and respect the people of
Belton had for Lena Arm-
strong.

Kim Kroll, the current
Director of Library Ser-
vices, was appointed in
September 2000.

FOlll'th - From Page 29

St.) with 10’s of 1000’s of people lining the
parade route. The end of the parade will be
at the Belton Police Memorial on Birdwell
St.

You’re going to want to visit the
Festival on Nolan Creek. It begins after
the parade and is located at Yettie Polk

Park at 101 S. Davis St. At high noon,
there will be a Hot Dog Eating Contest.

That evening it’s on to the Back-
yard Party at Schoepf’s Bar-B-Que
Restaurant at 702 E. Central Ave. The
concert is free to the public. Fireworks
later that night.

The PRCA & WPRA features the
top cowboys and cowgirls in the busi-
ness. The rodeo is held at the nearby
Cadence Bank Center located at 301
W Loop 121 in Belton. The Candence
Bank Center is a state of the art 6,559
seat multipurpose arena in Belton.

Locally owned Antique € Decor Shop

Downtown Temple’s source for home decor, furniture,

jewelry, gifts and Es TA TE SALES

100 N. Main 817.726.9612 | 110 N. Main 254.624.4938

FOLLOW US for the Latest ESTATE SALES Updates!
ﬂ @DarlingDecorMore
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Variety of lodging available to Belton visitors

There are many reasons
to head to Belton: World-class
bass fishing, antique shop-
ping, festivals, rodeos and
concerts — the list could go
on and on. And, many of these
events just might require an
overnight stay.

No problem. The op-
tions for accommodations are
many, whether you are stay-
ing one night or many. There
are options to fit all lifestyles
and budgets.

Hotels and motels locat-
ed in Belton include La Quin-
ta Inn & Suites, Expo Inn &
Suites, Knights Inn, Budget
Host Inn and River Forest
Inn. For visitors wanting a
more intimate atmosphere,
there are Bed & Breakfast
venues as well.

Bed & Breakfasts are a
perfect fit for families and
staycations.

Bryn Oaks B&B opened

in 2019 and is located in the
heart of downtown Belton.
Featuring four rooms with
private baths, the refurbished
historic home is a perfect get-
away.

Casita Among the Oaks
is located on Sparta Road
near Lake Belton, and this
pet friendly B&B includes a
jacuzzi tub and a full kitchen.

For those seeking more of
an at-home feel while on the
road, Belton is home to sever-
al cottages and cabins, many

nglish ...

aids

Kay English
Owner
info@englishmaids.biz

Lauren English-Thurman
Director of Operations
lauren@englishmaids.biz

254-231-0583

2022/23 AWARD WINNER

\S9
(e

Residential/Commercial - Cleaning Service

FREE Estimates * Bonded * Insured * Work Comp * Locally Owned and Operated

you off your feet!

of which are on the shores
of Belton Lake, providing a
perfect tranquil atmosphere.
Many are listed through Vrbo
or Airbnb.

Summers Mill, located
on the banks of Salado Creek
near Belton — a historic
gristmill still stands from the
1800s — is a retreat and con-
ference center with lodging
options ranging from cottag-
es and cabins to lodges and
homes.

Ranch Bunkhouse is lo-

cated in the rustic countryside
of the south Belton area, and
the venue is perfect for eques-
trians and those wanting to en-
joy the peace and quiet of the
country. Lodging is available
for both horses and humans.
Horse riding and hiking trails
are plentiful spanning more
than 800 acres. A daily con-
tinental breakfast is provided.

Just outside the gates of
Cadence Bank Center is the
Belton RV Park. In addition
to recreational vehicle spots,
there are lodges of various
sizes — the largest sleeps six.
The lodges include kitchen-
ettes, private bathrooms, a
television and WiFi. An out-
door swimming pool and coin
laundry room are also avail-
able for guests.

Additional hotels, motels
and other lodging are avail-
able in both Salado and Tem-
ple.
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BELTON CHRISTIAN YOUTH CENTER

Our mission is to provide care and promote Christian
values through education and recreation to enhance the

potential of all youth.
505 East Avenue ¢ www.BeltonYouth.com

Serving the Belton Community since 1982

{113 1 Afair, friendly service, contact...

Auto ¢ Fire « Homeowners ° Life ¢ Renters
Boats * RVs ¢ Mobile Homes
Worker’s Comp

DISCOUNTS FOR: Accident-Free Drivers
Good Students ¢ Multiple Cars ¢ Autol/Life

A heartfelt thank you to all the Belton Journal readers
for voting my business as the best! As a passionate . . . . .
new business owner committed to assisting the most A wide choice of dedl.lc.tlbles to fit your .specl.flc need
vulnerable members of the community, | feel truly and budget. All policies can be combined in one
honored and humbled to be recognized. With 32+ monthly payment.
years of experience in caregiving, | don't just see

e e s el iy e =t s el LTl ole to know for your insurance needs.

We ae committed to providing the highest
quality care to the residents in our home.
We live onsite, sharing our home with you.
Call us today for a tour and meet and greet!

254-314-8340

LittleEImMRCH.Com 201 E 2nd Ave ¢ Belton, TX
Troy Aluilegd 254-933-2007

BGIANE Y elerhood Agent”  tashford@farmersagent.com
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TEMPLE
=22 COLLEGE | Your College

I OUR MISSION I OUR COLLEGE

The mission of Temple College is - 80+ degree, certificate and workforce programs
to foster student success for our - 8000+ students served each year

diverse community by providing . Campuses in Temple, Hutto, Taylor and Rockdale

quality lifelong learning and 5 Athletics programs

enrichment experiences that Dozens of annual community and fine arts events,

empower students to achieve their including the Temple College Jazz Festival

dreams and aspirations.

@temple_college . @templecollege | Visit to learn more







