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Bell County Archives Department 
keeps the files of history

Council appoints members to boards, OKs ETJ exchange with Temple
By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Belton’s City Council appointed 
members to several important boards 
and commissions during this week’s 
meeting.

Two terms on the Historic Preser-
vation Commission — held by Barrett 
Covington and Ann Carpenter — are 
expiring Sept. 8. Covington will retain 
his seat for another two years, but Car-
penter did not want to be reappointed. 
Ashley Potts was recommended by 
Mayor David Leigh and approved by 
the Council as Carpenter’s replacement.

Martina Martinez was named as 
an alternate for a two-year term on the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment. She re-
places Judy Owens who was named 
earlier this month as a regular on the 

board.
Jimmy Rowton was reappointed to 

a three-year term on the Civil Service 
Commission. 

Also Tuesday, Council approved a 
Title VI Nondiscrimination Plan policy. 
According to Jo-Ell Guzman, Belton’s 
grants and special projects coordinator, 
the US Department of Transportation 
requires recipients of federal financial 
assistance to prepare a plan to clarify 
their roles, responsibilities, and proce-
dures established to ensure compliance 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964.

The City of Belton developed the 
Title VI Nondiscrimination Plan to 
ensure compliance with the US De-
partment of Transportation and Texas 
Department of Transportation, which 
requires that federal financial assistance 

be provided on the condition that the 
recipient provide an assurance that its 
programs and activities will be con-
ducted in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

The requirement addresses and 
prohibits discrimination based on race, 
color, or national origin in any program 
or activity receiving federal financial 
assistance. 

Title VI is limited explicitly to is-
sues of race, color, and national origin. 
It is designed to ensure that no person 
is denied participation in, or the benefits 
of any federally funded program, sim-
ply because of their race, skin color, or 
national origin.

Council members also approved 
the exchange of extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion with the city of Temple.

In conjunction with the annexa-

tion of the Tyler Ridge Belton prop-
erty, which is located east of Hubbard 
Branch, north of FM 436, several areas 
between the proposed subdivision and 
the existing city limits are in the city of 
Temple’s ETJ. These areas prevented 
Belton from annexing the Tyler Ridge 
Subdivision.

Several areas were suggested to 
Temple for an exchange. Temple’s City 
Council agreed to the exchange during 
its Aug. 7 meeting.

Generally, areas south of the Leon 
River could be placed in the Belton 
ETJ, and the area north of the Leon Riv-
er could be placed in the Temple ETJ.

According to Belton Development 
Services Director Bob van Til, the three 
areas are:

Hairston selected to lead 
Belton Public Library

Special to the Journal 

Belton City Manager 
Sam Listi has announced 
the hiring of Amanda E. 
Hairston as the new Library 
Director for the City of Bel-
ton’s Lena Armstrong Pub-
lic Library.

Hairston has worked 
for the Belton Independent 
School District since 2020 
and currently serves as a 
Digital Instruction Special-
ist at Hubbard Branch El-
ementary School. 

At Belton ISD, she has 
led library programs, devel-
oped instructional resourc-
es, and managed campus-
wide literacy and STEM 
initiatives.

“Amanda brings a 
wealth of experience in both 
public and school libraries, 
along with deep ties to the 
Belton community,” Listi 
said. “We are so pleased to 
welcome her back to the 
Lena Armstrong Public Li-
brary in a leadership role.”

Hairston began her li-
brary career in Belton’s pub-
lic library where she served 
as a Library Clerk from 
2011 to 2013. Since then, 
she has served as Children’s 
Librarian for the Harker 
Heights Public Library and 
held multiple education 
roles in Belton ISD. She has 
experience managing bud-

gets, overseeing program-
ming, and aligning library 
operations with state educa-
tion policy.

Hairston holds a Mas-
ter of Library and Infor-
mation Science from San 
Jose State University and a 
Bachelor of Arts in English 
from Kansas State Univer-
sity. She is a certified educa-
tor and a longtime resident 
of the Belton area.

“It’s an honor to return 
to the library where my ca-
reer began,” Hairston said. 
“I look forward to building 
on its strong foundation and 
continuing to serve the com-
munity through learning, lit-
eracy, and connection.”

The Library Director 
position became available 
earlier this year following 
the retirement of former Di-
rector Kim Kroll.

Her first day in the new 
role is scheduled for Tues-
day, Sept. 2.

 Special to the Journal 

Nestled behind the Loop Jail, the 
Bell County Archives Department qui-
etly safeguards hundreds of thousands 
of historical files—some dating back to 
the 1800s. 

Despite its modest size, the depart-
ment operates with remarkable preci-
sion, thanks to a dedicated team of just 
seven employees. Each member plays 
a vital role, from managing countywide 
mail pickup and operating the daily 
switchboard to the department’s core 
mission: maintaining over 22,000 boxes 
of Bell County records.

The Archives Department was es-
tablished in 2012 under the leadership 
of Yolanda Yarbrough, the county’s first 
Archives Manager. When she began, 
the department housed just 5,000 boxes. 
Over time, Yarbrough helped build the 
comprehensive system that now orga-

nizes and preserves essential documents 
from every county department.

“Our system works like clock-
work,” Yarbrough said.

The archive includes everything 
from criminal records and court cases 
to birth, death, and marriage certificates. 
Each box is meticulously cataloged us-
ing department numbers and barcodes. 
A record management database tracks 
every movement—ensuring that no file 
goes unaccounted for. Bell County’s sys-
tem has become a model for other coun-
ties, many of which tour the facility to 
learn from its success.

After a distinguished military career 
and 13 and a half years with Bell County, 
Yarbrough is retiring—and passing the 
baton.

“Starting the Bell County Archives 
Department from scratch was a major 
undertaking. In the beginning, it felt like 
caring for a newborn. Over the years, 

I’ve nurtured it with dedication, and now 
I’m passing it onto someone else’s care. 
It’s bittersweet, but above all, I feel im-
mense pride in what we’ve built from 
the ground up,” she said.

Marc Smith, a University of Mary 
Hardin–Baylor alumnus, officially took 
over as Archives Manager on Monday, 
August 18. He brings decades of experi-
ence to the role, most recently serving as 
Director of Mailing Services at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas.

“I’m ready for the challenge. I’m 
really looking forward to working with 
this team and being a support to them. 
They know what they’re doing,” Smith 
said.

Yarbrough is confident in Smith’s 
leadership and believes the department 
is in good hands.

“At the end of the day, it’s not just 
about the work we do—it’s about estab-
lishing relationships,” she said.

Courtesy photo 
Above Left: The Bell County Archives Department contains hundreds of thousands of files, some of which 
date back to the 1800s. Above Right: The Bell County Archives Department has been led by Yolanda 
Yarbrough, who is retiring. Marc Smith, a University of Mary Hardin–Baylor alumnus, officially took over as 
Archives Manager on Monday, August 18.

(254) 939-0343

See COUNCIL, 
Page A3

City Of Belton holding public hearing on proposed tax rate
Special to the Journal

The Belton City Council recently took a record vote to propose a tax 
rate of $0.522500 per $100 valuation. 

The record vote was not unanimous, with John R. Holmes, Sr., May-
or Pro Tern; Craig Pearson; Stephanie O’Banion; and Daniel Bucher vot-
ing to propose that rate.

Luke Potts voted against proposing that tax rate. 
David K. Leigh, Mayor; and Dave Covington were absent from that 

meeting. 
This rate is higher than the no-new-revenue tax rate of $0.496581 

per $100, but lower than the voter-approval tax rate of $0.531427 per 
$100. 

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2025 tax year that 

will raise the same amount of property tax revenue for the City of Belton 
from the same properties in both the 2024 tax year and the 2025 tax year.

The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate that the City of 
Belton may adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of 
the rate.

This means that the City of Belton is proposing to increase property 
taxes for the 2025 tax year.

A public hearing on the proposed tax rate will be held on Tuesday, 
September 9, at 5:30 p.m. at Wright Room at the Harris Community 
Center, 401 N.  Alexander St. 

However, since the proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-
approval tax rate, the City of Belton is not required to hold an election 

See PUBLIC, 
Page A2

Amanda E. Hairston
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Submission guidelines for 
The Belton Journal and related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a communi-
ty-contributed submission of material and falls under 
these guidelines.

• You retain ownership of any submission that is 
your original work. Submissions sent from third parties 
should only be by permission of the organization or 
individual who owns it, who also must agree to this 

submission policy.
• You understand that submissions may or may not 

appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of 
publication, now or in the future.

• By contributing a submission, you are granting to 
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to 
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying 
the original submission to fit print requirements.

• Submissions used become a permanent part of the 
Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue of 

appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search 
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and 
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

• Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights 
for possible future use.

• By contributing any submission, you are indicating 
you have read and understood this policy and agree to 
its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
To be considered for inclusion in the Belton Journal, 

all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday of the week in question. 

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the Editor) 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s management, 
staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor should not 
exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at (254) 
939-5754.

The Belton Journal (ISSN 1053-9131) is published every Thursday, 210 N. Penelope, Belton, TX 76513.  Second Class periodical 
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 YES!Take a look at what you’ve 
done. Now we got problems and 
I don’t think we can solve them.

1100 E. 6  Ave., BeltonTH
TannerRoofing.Com

 Call us. We’ve got a 
blank space and will 

write your name.

We hope you’ll see that we’re
the ones that understand you.

We’ve been here all along.
Let us help you see. 
You belong with us!

Tail-wagging fun to take place at Splash Pad

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Man’s best friend will make a big 
splash next month as Belton hosts a dog-

friendly aquatic event marking the end of 
summer.

Harris Splash Pad will be reserved 
exclusively for dogs on Saturday, Sept. 6, 
as the city cele-brates Soggy Doggy Day 

2025, Belton Parks & Recreation Director 
James Grant said.

The free event begins at 9 a.m. and 
concludes around noon.

“We’ve been doing this since 2017,” 
he said. “Normally, we do not allow ani-
mals in the splash pad while it’s open to the 
public. We turn it over to the dogs before 
we shut down for the season.”

Grant explained that the popular 
splash pad shuts down for humans on La-
bor Day, then opens for local pups the fol-
lowing Saturday. 

“We fence it in and allow dogs to 
have a great time,” he said with a chuck-
le. “We’ve had up to 90 dogs show up for 
Soggy Doggy Day events — the average is 
probably about 70 dogs each year.”

In addition to dogs-only splash-pad 
fun, several other events contribute to a 
tail-wagging good time.

“This year, we will have an obstacle 
course set up, as well as photo booths and 
dog-art booths. Frosty Cones will be there 
giving out pup cups.”

The obstacle course will be hosted by 

NXT Level Dog Training, and every pup 
who attends will receive a party bag full of 
treats, trinkets and pet supplies, Grant said.

“Don’t miss out,” he added. “This is 
the ultimate way to cool down and bond 
with your best four-legged friend.”

Movie in the Park is Sept. 20
A free Movie in the Park event featur-

ing the Disney hit Encanto! will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 20, at Harris Community 
Park, Grant said.

Activities will begin at 6 p.m. and the 
movie will start at dusk.

“Get ready for an enchanted evening 
under the stars sponsored by Parks & Rec-
reation,” Grant said. “Before the show, 
enjoy magical activities the whole family 
will love, then, as the sun sets, cozy up 
with your lawn chair or blanket and sing 
along with the family madrigal on the big 
screen.”

“This is the perfect way to welcome 
fall with friends, family and a little bit of 
magic.”

Courtesy Photo 
A dog jumps through a fountain during last year’s Soggy Doggy Day at the 
Harris Splash Pad in Belton.

at which voters may accept or reject the 
proposed tax rate. 

Belton citizens may express sup-
port for or opposition to the proposed 
tax rate by contacting the members of 
the city council of the City of Belton at 
their offices or by attending the public 

hearing mentioned above.
The following table compares the 

taxes imposed on the average residence 
homestead by the City of Belton last 
year to the taxes proposed to the be im-
posed on the average residence home-
stead by the City of Belton this year.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF BEL-
TON at (254) 939-5841 or customerservice@bellcad.org, or visit www.bellcad.org for more 
information.

Public -  From Page A1 Barge Ranch event to benefit 
Our Hospice House in Belton

Special to the Journal 

A unique blend of Western elegance 
and heartfelt purpose is set to take center 
stage on Saturday, September 6, as the 
private ranch of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Barge 
opens its gates for Turquoise and Boots 
at the Barge Ranch, a special fundraising 
event benefiting Our Hospice House in 
Belton.

Hosted from 6 to 9 p.m., the eve-
ning will feature dinner under the stars, 
live music by The Leon River Band, craft 
cocktails, a curated live auction, and a 
celebration of community and compas-
sion—all set against the scenic backdrop 
of one of Central Texas’s most iconic pri-
vate ranches.

Proceeds from the event will directly 

support Our Hospice House, a local, faith-
inspired nonprofit that provides around-
the-clock, no-cost care for terminally ill 
individuals in a peaceful, home-like set-
ting. As a 100 percent donor-funded char-
ity, the organization ensures that no one 
walks their final journey alone—and that 
no family ever receives a bill.

“This event is more than a fundrais-
er—it’s a celebration of community, dig-
nity, and the belief that every life matters 
to the very end,” said Jennifer Bates, co-
founder and board member of Our Hos-
pice House. “We’re honored to gather at 
the Barge Ranch for an evening that helps 
make this sacred work possible.”

To purchase tickets or learn more 
about sponsorships, visit OurHospice-
House.org. 

Courtesy Photo 
Patients can receive care at Our Hospice House in Belton at no cost, thanks to 
the generosity of donors. A benefit is being hosted at the Barge Ranch for Our 
Hospice House on Saturday, Sept. 6. 
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Obituaries
Cordero
Gianna Rose Cordero

June 25, 2010 – 
August 10, 2025

Gianna Rose Cor-
dero, lovingly known as 
“Gigi,” was born on June 
25, 2010, in Temple, Texas, 
to Gonsalo Cordero III and 
Tonya Cordero. On Sun-
day, August 10, 2025, at 
just 15 years old, Gigi left 
this world far too soon, 
leaving behind a family 
and community who will 
forever love and miss her.

Gigi had just begun her 
journey at Academy High 
School, where she was an 
enthusiastic participant in 
both the powerlifting team 
and ROTC. She was known 
for her sass, her quick wit, 
and her unwavering loyalty 
to her friends — truly a 
“girl’s girl” in every way.

Gigi met life with 
a spark in her eye and a 
heart full of love for the 
people closest to her. Her 
vibrant personality, humor, 
and fierce spirit made an 
unforgettable impact on 

everyone who knew her.
She is survived by 

her parents, Gonsalo and 
Tonya Cordero; her sib-
lings, Jameela Cordero 
and Gonsalo Cordero IV; 
Aunts, Amber Perfetti, 
Shawna Pearson, Anasta-
sia Cordero, Miranda Ro-
driguez, Lois Rodriguez. 
Erica David, Shalonda 
Johnson, and Uncle Jer-
emy, aunt Jessica and uncle 
Adrian Aragon; along with 
cousins; Adrieana Lusk, 
Kailynn Pearson, Karson 
Cox, Briana Leschuck, Ce-
cilia Díaz, Alyssia Diaz, 
Kason Wilson & Kai Ro-
driguez; grandparents, 
and many extended fam-
ily members and friends 
who cherished her deeply. 

A celebration of Gi-
gi’s life was held at 3 p.m. 
on Saturday August 23, 
2025 at Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral Home. The 
celebration was a col-
lection of stories told. 

Gigi’s light will con-
tinue to shine in the hearts 
of all who loved her.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of Sa-

brina Young at Young’s 
Daughters Funeral 
Home and Bereavement 
Center in Temple, TX.

Melvin 
Melvin Lee Scott 

November 6, 1962 –
 August 15, 2025 

Melvin Lee Scott was 
a Christian, a beloved son, 
brother, and friend, passed 
away on August 15, 2025, 
in Temple, Texas, at the 
age of 62. Born on No-
vember 6, 1962, in Kansas 
City, Missouri, Melvin’s 
journey through life was 
marked by his unwavering 
commitment to his family, 
career, and country.

Melvin was a dedicat-
ed professional who served 
as a hiring manager for 
Washington International 
Inventory Services, where 
he was known for his keen 
insight, ability to connect 
with people, and reputation 
as a great employee. His 

career was not just a job; it 
was a lifelong passion that 
reflected his values of in-
tegrity and service.

In addition to his pro-
fessional achievements, 
Melvin proudly served in 
the Navy, an experience 
that shaped his character 
and instilled in him a deep 
sense of duty and respect 
for others. His military ser-
vice is a testament to his 
commitment to serving his 
country and protecting the 
values he held dear. Even 
while in the Navy, Melvin 
made sure to send financial 
support back to his mother 
and siblings, demonstrat-
ing his devotion to family.

A true sports enthu-
siast, Melvin enjoyed all 
sports throughout his life. 
He participated on his high 
school basketball team and 
was considered the Wilt 
Chamberlain of his day. 
He loved watching wres-
tling and took up golf in 
his later years.

Melvin was someone 
his family cherished deep-

ly. He was always ready to 
lend a hand if something 
urgent arose or to send 
a thoughtful gift to his 
Aunt Marilyn Hudson to 
brighten her day. As a good 
friend, he was the kind you 
could always depend on—
reliable, supportive, and 
kind-hearted.

He is survived by his 
loving family, including 
his brothers Robert Mor-
ris and Randy Morris, 
along with their respec-
tive spouses, Kenyada 
Morris and Janice Morris. 
Melvin’s significant other, 
LaTasha Clark, was a cher-
ished part of his life, pro-
viding companionship and 
support during their time 
together. As well as a host 

of nephews, nieces, cous-
ins and Aunt.

A visitation was held 
on August 27, 2025, from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Young’s 
Daughters Funeral Home 
& Bereavement Center in 
Temple, Texas. Following 
the visitation, a graveside 
service took place on Au-
gust 28, 2025, at 1 p.m. 
at the Central Texas State 
Veterans Cemetery in 
Killeen, Texas.

Melvin Lee Scott will 
be remembered for his 
kindness, dedication, and 
the love he shared with all 
who knew him. He leaves 
behind a legacy of compas-
sion and integrity that will 
resonate in the hearts of his 
family and friends.

Area A – consisting 
of approximately 31 acres 
located south of the Leon 
River including a portion 
of a 113.421 acre tract 
owned by Tamara Elisha 
Neuwirth and a portion of 
a 114.94 acre tract of land 
owned by the Glynda 
Hubbard Neuwirth Oath 
Trust generally located 
along the eastern por-
tion of the Belton ETJ 
and west of a 113.90 acre 
tract of land owned by the 
Tyler Ridge Land Invest-
ments, LLC. This area 
was approved to be in 
Belton’s ETJ.

Area B – consisting 
of approximately 18 acres 
located west of a 113.90 
acre tract of land owned 

by the Tyler Ridge Land 
Investment, LLC; includ-
ing the southern portion 
of a 113.421 tract of land 
owned by Tamara Elisha 
Neuwirth located east 
and south of the eastern 
extensions of the Belton 
ETJ, and including the 
right-of-way of FM436. 
This area is now in Bel-
ton’s ETJ.

Area C – consist-
ing of approximately 64 
acres generally located 
north-east of the Leon 
River and extending in 
a north-eastern direction 
to a point north of Witter 
Rd., containing portions 
of property owned by the 
Wright-Double J Ranch, 
Inc., James and Cathy 

Wright, and James R. 
Lucksinger. This area is 
now in Temple’s ETJ.

Josh Welch intends 
to build about 250 sin-
gle-family homes on 
the property in the Tyler 
Ridge Belton addition. 
He intends to use Bel-
ton water and sewer. A 
recently approved ordi-
nance that requires prop-
erty owners to annex into 
Belton if they utilize city 
utilities requires Welch to 
voluntarily annex into the 
city.

The property was 
mostly in the Temple ETJ, 
so Welch petitioned the 
city of Temple to release 
his property from their 
ETJ, which they did. The 

next step was to include 
the property in Belton’s 
ETJ. This was accom-
plished in May 2025. The 
next steps include the an-
nexation of the property 
and a zoning change to 
SF-3, prior to the approval 
of the plat, construction 
documents, and the devel-
opment of the subdivision.

The Belton Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
recommended approval of 
the zoning in June.

Council -  From Page A1

Lions on the Leon event set for October
By Harvey Jackson Oss
The Belton Journal 

The Belton Lions Club will host their 
third annual Lions on the Leon Captain “D” 
5K Dash for “Sight”, Picnic in the Park and 
Wacky Boat Race on Saturday, Oct. 4 from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Heritage Park.

The event begins with the 5K dash at 
8:30 a.m. Participants take off from the 
parking lot by the soccer fields, proceed 
down Park Avenue, circle through the 
neighborhood, then return along Park Av-
enue back to the Heritage Park parking lot. 

Upon completion, participants will 
receive awards and may take photos with 
Captain “D”. The race is untimed, but the 
length is nearly 5 kilometers. 

All participants will receive a com-
memorative spinner race medal, person-
alized event sunglasses, and a swag bag. 
Registration by September 5 also guaran-
tees a T-shirt. Award categories are as fol-
lows; Adult Male & Female - 1st, 2nd, 3rd; 
11 & under Male & Female  1st, 2nd, 3rd; 
& Costume Award - 1st, 2nd, 3rd. There 
are separate registration rates for adults and 
students. Pirate costumes are encouraged. 

The 5K will be followed by the Picnic 
in the Park, featuring a performance by Jay 
White and the Blues Commanders. Activi-
ties such as concessions, vendors, pumpkin 
decorating, face painting, a duck pond, car-
nival games, corn-hole, silent auction, and 
more create a unique experience where the 
community can come together in a family 
atmosphere.

Wacky Open and Cardboard Boats 

will line up at 11 a.m. for People’s Choice 
and President’s Award judging. The race 
kicks off at 1 p.m. Boats must be home-
made and motorless. They may be raft-like, 
or more complex. They may hold one or 
multiple individuals. 

“The main thing that the Belton Lions 
Club is asking is that they are wacky in de-
sign. If it floats, you have a boat,” stated 
event coordinator Karen Stagner.

Funds raised by this family fun-filled 
event support the many annual Belton Li-
ons Club activities, such as Lions Park, 
Heritage Park, High School scholarships, 
Lions Camp for Children with Special 
Needs, Holiday Food Baskets for the 
needy, B.I.S.D. HEARTbeat Program, 
Friends for Life Fall Festival, Pictures with 
Santa for the special needs community, and 
eye exams and eyeglasses for Belton chil-
dren, among others.

Boat race and 5K information and reg-
istration can be found on the Belton Lions 
Club website at www.beltonlionsclub.com.

File Photo 
The Belton Fire Department wins the 
first heat at last year’s Lions on the 
Leon Wacky Boat Race. 
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Christ the King Catholic Church
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry

Enjoy a delicious plate of fried fish with 
all the trimmings!

Friday, September 5
5 to 7 pm

New Parish Hall
210 East 24th Street, Belton

Adults $14 per plate
Kids 10 and under $6 per plate

College Students with ID 
$8.00 per plate

Clergy, First Responders and 
Active Duty Military in 

Uniform FREE
Add 3 fried shrimp to your 
meal for an additional $2

Letter to the editor 
The United States conducts world-class scientific 

research that we all benefit from; however, if we don’t 
act soon, that research is at risk.

My scientific journey began as a Belton Tiger. From 
1st grade with Mrs. Pittenger to AP chemistry at BHS, 
my BISD education provided the educational founda-
tion from which to pursue an undergraduate degree in 
biology, and subsequently, a PhD in immunology.

However, my PhD research has been impacted by 
the recent National Institute of Health (NIH) funding 
cuts. My laboratory lost an NIH-funded grant, and I 
have colleagues whose work on childhood develop-
ment and cancer treatments was cancelled. In all, the 
Trump Administration has cut more than $1.8 billion 
in NIH grants.

NIH funding by the federal government has an 
excellent return on investment. For every $1 invested 
in scientific research through the NIH, it produces an 
estimated $2.56 in economic activity, funding jobs and 
supporting communities. Additionally, NIH funding 
contributed to every single FDA-approved drug from 
2010-2016, including drugs for diabetes, chemothera-
py, and autoimmune disease.

Everyone loses when we defund the NIH. Talk to 
your neighbors, contact your elected representatives, 
and remind those around you of the importance of sci-
ence funding.

Together, we can stand up for science.
Meredith Ramba

By Annie Dockery
The Belton Journal 

On September 20, The Ladies Auxiliary Morgans Point Resort (MPR) Volunteer Fire 
Department (VFD) is hosting their annual Chili Cook-Off & Salsa Competition and Indi-
vidual Cornhole Competition. 

The family fun event starts at 8 a.m. at Kleypas Park and the Event Center, 60 Mor-
gans Point Blvd. Proceeds from the event will go to purchase ancillary equipment and 
items for the new MPR Fire-Rescue Brush Truck, dubbed “Fiona.” The fundraising goal 
is $30,000.

Ladies Auxiliary MPR VFD, Karen Stagner said, “This event is a family-friendly 
extended neighborhood event for outdoor fun and fellowship at Kleypas Park by the 
Community Pool. It’s a beautiful setting with views of Belton Lake. We’ve made a few 
changes and improvements to this year’s event.  The Auxiliary has added old-fashioned, 
family-friendly carnival games and prizes; a duck pond and face painting. Plus, we are 
planning an individual cornhole tournament - with the last contestant standing winning a 
set of cornhole boards.”

Morgan’s Point Resort currently has a large brush truck, that the department calls 
“Shrek.”

Stagner said, “The smaller brush truck will enable the firefighters to access remote 
areas too small for Shrek.  And yes, they have decided that the name for the smaller brush 
truck will be Fiona.”

The chili and salsa competitions is no-holds-barred, anything goes. Individuals and 
teams are all welcome to compete.

“We have chili teams and individuals both - and we’ll see who shows up just to com-
pete in the salsa competition,” Stagner said.

Awards include First, Second, Third, Best Chili, People’s Choice Chili, People’s 
Choice Salsa, and Best Cook Area.

“The fire department(s) compete along with everyone else; then, once the winners 
are determined, the judges pull out the fire department (FD) entries to determine high-
est points between FDs separate from the overall entries.  The Chili ‘People’s Choice’ is 
fun in that it’s not only chili tasting, it’s decorations, personalities, family and friends,” 
Stagner said.

Salsa “People’s Choice” is planned as a blind tasting - separate from the chili tast-
ings.  

For $5, attendees will get one special token and one small cup for each of the entered 
chili competitors. After each chili has been tasted, simply place the token in the bucket 
for your favorite, much the same for “People’s Choice” salsa. 

For the salsa competition, attendees will get one salsa token, plus a tray of number 
marked salsa cups and chips for $5. They will place their token in their favorite’s respec-
tive bucket. 

“As for the Fire Department Challenge, we don’t know yet how many fire depart-
ments will be competing - however, we always have the friendly competition between 
Moffat VFD and MPR Fire-Rescue - it’s fun to watch,” Stagner added. “Some of the 
other chili cook teams so far are a local Scout Troop, MPR Police Department, several 
other individual MPR residents and whoever just shows up on-site.”

This year’s event will also include an online auction, bucket raffle, dessert sale, t-
shirt sales, fill the bucket, and local vendors.

For more information, to sign up to compete, or donate, visit www.morganspointre-
sorttx.com/civicalerts or contact Karen Stagner at kastagne@att.net.

Hot and spicy family fun coming to MPR

File Photo 
Ladies Auxiliary MPR VFD will be hosting its annual Chili Cook-Off & Salsa 
Competition at Kleypas Park on September 20. Proceeds will fund a new brush 
truck, to be named “Fiona.”

B4 festival coming in September
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

Belton will once again become Hog Heaven next 
month.

The 9th annual Bacon, Blues & Brews festival will be 
Sept. 26-27 in downtown Belton, and this year’s event will 
feature great music and new events, according to Judy Gar-
rett, the City’s Tourism & Retail Development Manager. 

“This year’s event has everything you want — bacon, 
blues and brews,” Garrett said. “The festival is free to enter 
and impossible to forget.”

Belton’s Bacon, Blues & Brews — known as B4 for 
short — is held every year on the last Friday and Saturday 
of September. 

“Downtown Belton transforms into hog heaven with 
live blues music, cold craft beers and bacon-inspired dish-
es,” Garrett added. “It’s two days packed with family-friend-
ly fun that’ll make you squeal with delight.”

“Belton’s Bacon, Blues & Brews began in 2017 with a 
single goal:  To encourage more people to see our charming 
downtown and enjoy restaurants and retail stores,” she said. 
“The event also opened the doors to people’s interest in the 
empty buildings. This led to more development downtown.”

The city of Belton wanted to create something fun, fam-
ily-oriented, and unique — something that wouldn’t conflict 
with nearby events. 

“People love bacon and brews,” Garrett said. “Most 
people love the blues, and everybody loves Belton. Thus, 
Belton’s Bacon, Blues, and Brews Festival was born.”

On Friday and Saturday, local breweries and wineries 
line the streets to showcase unique brews for guests to enjoy 
while sampling delicious cuisine and listening to electrifying 
blues music.

“Every festival, we bring in talented blues musicians 
— from original artists to cover bands paying homage to 
famous icons,” she said.

The 1st Cavalry Band from Fort Hood will kick off the 
event on Friday and Saturday. Back again this year are Jay 
White & The Blues Commanders and The Damn Torpedoes 
(A Tom Petty Tribute Band). Texas Flood, a crowd favorite, 
is returning to Belton to make a splash before they go on a 
big tour! And Lone Star Skynyrd (A Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute 
Band) is also joining the lineup. 

One of the highlights of the festival is the Bacon-In-
spired Dish Competition, where local food trucks use 10 

pounds of bacon donated by H-E-B to create unique dishes. 
They compete for cash prizes, and a Grand Prize, Runner-
Up, and the People’s Choice awards will be presented. 

The judges for the first two categories include local 
chefs, restaurant owners, and bacon aficionados, while at-
tendees vote for their favorite in the People’s Choice cat-
egory. 

What started as a cook-off between individuals and 
teams has evolved into a competition between local food 
trucks, showcasing some of the best local flavors Belton 
businesses have to offer.

“As the festival has grown, so has the fun,” Garrett said. 
“2024 saw the addition of craft vendors and a pig-calling 
contest, both of which are here to stay. This year, we plan 
to add Bacon Bingo to the festivities and hope to continue 
growing from there.”

For more details, lodging info, and everything you need 
to plan your visit, go to SeeBelton.com.

File Photo 
The annual B4 – Belton’s Bacon, Blews & Brews 
provides fun for the entire family. The event is set for 
Sept. 26-27.



TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.

Community Information
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopti ng the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home aft er getti  ng lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal informati on to help police offi  cers fi nd someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additi onal aid including those 
with Dementi a, Auti sm or specifi c mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept 
confi denti al to fi rst responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read 
more about the program here: htt ps://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplati ng suicide, press opti on 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran populati on. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abducti on or 
domesti c violence or physically incapable. Providing locati on, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
fi rst message is imperati ve. For further educati on on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citi zens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citi zens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciti ng program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal informati on. Share the informati on with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for ti ps. 

Dementi a/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for acti viti es while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this diffi  cult ti me. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two 
premier music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at 
the Wheel and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both 
the Texas Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music 
Series. Some old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many 
new performers also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please 
visit https://www.cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music 
Series lineup in next weeks edition of the newspaper.

Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:

AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music land-
scape for more than 50 years. 

SHINYRIBS - Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defi es genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, 
New Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band 
swing and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry - Sept 5
Skip the work and the cleanup and come out to enjoy a fi sh dinner in support of our 
seminarians and wheelchair fundraisers. Dine-in or take-out. Friday, September 5, 
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Christ the King Family Life Center 250 E 24th Ave, Belton.

Soggy Doggy Day - Sept 6
Pups help end the Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community 
Park’s Splash Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off  and let dogs in!
This year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 6, 2025. For more infor-
mattion contact Belton Parks & Recreation at 254-933-5860.

Golf Tournament - Sept 8
Temple Breakfast Lions Club is hosting their inagural Golf Tournament in memory 
of Randy Sepulvado at Sammons Golf Course, 2727 W Adams, Temple on Septem-
ber 8, 2025. Registration begins at 7:00 a.m. and begin playing at 8:30 a.m. For more 
inforamtion about email templebreakfastliosclub@gmail.com.

Master Gardeners Sept 6
Ready to grow your own herb garden the smart way? Join Master Gardener Gary 
Slanga as he shares practical tips for propagating herbs using cuttings, seeds, and 
divisions- all tailored for Central Texas gardeners. By the end of this seminar, you 
will learn which propagation techniques work best for diff erent plants, what tools 
are needed to get started, and you’ll understand the pitfalls to avoid in our climate. 
Whether you are just getting started or ready to expand your herb bed, this session 
is packed with hands-on knowledge and inspiration. Bring your notebook, bring 
your questions, and bring a friend! See you there! 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at AgriLife 
Extension Grounds Learning Center, Belton,1605 N. Main St., Belton. Class Limit: 
50 participants. Register at RSVP BCMGA1998@gmail.com to secure your spot!

Stronger Together Gala - Sept 11
Mark your calendars, shine your boots, and get ready for a night to remember! The 
fi rst-ever Stronger Together Gala is coming to the Frank W. Mayborn Civic & Con-
vention Center in Temple on Thursday, September 11, 2025 — and you’re invited 
to eat, drink, dance, and make a diff erence. And while you’re two-stepping the night 
away, you’ll also be helping raise money to support mental health awareness and re-
sources right here in our community. Your ticket, table, or auction donation will help 
benefi t two extraordinary organizations dedicated to mental and behavioral health: 
the Intrepid Spirit Center at Fort Hood and the National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) Central Texas – Temple Chapter. For tickets, tables, and donation info, visit 
www.StrongerTogetherGala.org.

Firehouse Chili & Salsa Copetition - Sept 20
Mark your Calendar: On Saturday, September 20th, we have scheduled our annual 
Firehouse Chili and Salsa Competition, at Kleypas Park, by the Swimming Pool, 
in Morgan’s Point Resort on Morgan’s Point Boulevard. The event is one of our 
annual fundraisers; and we’re focusing this year’s funds to purchase accessories for 
the new Brush Truck - FIONA. Questions contact kastagne@att.net. Cook Team, 
Sponsor-Supporter, Vendor, Auction Contributor forms can be found at: morgan-
spointresorttx.com/civicalert

Movies in the Park - Sept 20
The Parks & Recreation Department hosts the Movie in the Park series each year. 
Movies and activities are free and open to the public.Encanto will be shown at Harris 
Community Park, 312 N. Alexander, Belton. For more information contact Belton 
Parks & Recreation at 254-933-5860.

Family Camp Out - Oct 24 - 26
Roll up your sleeping bags and hit the trail for a campout at Heritage Park. Activi-
ties include fi shing, kayaking, and s’mores.  This year we are off ering an extended 
weekend of fun, Saturday-Sunday, October 24-26, 2025. Stay tuned for registration 
information from Bellton Pars & Recreation.

Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-North) meets at CTCOG, 2180 N. 
Main St, Belton on the 2nd and 4th Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. All are 
welcome, and there is no membership cost. The Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group 
(BAPS-West) meets at St. Andrews United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 206 
W Fowler Ave, Killeen on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. 
For more information contact Gayle Shull at GayleInBelton@gmail.com or (254) 
718-4197.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each mont at VFW 3859. Din-
ner is served at 6:30 p.m. and metting will begin at 7:00 p.m. 201 VFW Dr, Harker 
heights, Tx 76548. Email commandant@mcl1249tx.comfor more inforamtion.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on TUESDAY, July 
8th and July 22rd  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital.   Use the entrance on the 
Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 5th fl oor -Conference 
Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those suff ering from mental illness 
are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of information .  For more 
information, call 254-771-3638.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways 
you can help make a diff erence for our hospice patients. You can provide compan-
ionship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, 
apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or 
call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones 
to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining 
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Activities & EventsActivities & EventsLoc
al

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday of every month at 6 
p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in Belton. Join us in our vision of 
preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich historical heritage for current and future generations. We 
are dedicated to initiating and conducting programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic 
cultural resources in alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. Our commu-
nity resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery information, historical markers and 
monument records. Our services include information on historic preservation, educational program-
ming, history community outreach and partnerships. We welcome you to join other history minded 
folks and get involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, 
markers and education. To volunteer or for more information  please visit historicalcommission@bell-
county.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or visit the offi  ce located in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 
101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come down to Nolan 
Creek and show off  your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive enthu-
siasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded by live 
music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in Belton. Ma-
jong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. 
For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the 
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in 
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com 
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of 
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and 
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Community InformationCommunity Information

NOW OPEN

"To join or for more information, please call: 
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.

Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com."

Newcomers Club Activities

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups

09/01:  Bookworms, Chat n Canasta
09/02:  Footloose Singles

09/03:  Monthly Luncheon, Popcorn 
Bridge

09/04:  42 Dominoes

09/09: Couples Night Out, Singing 
Bluebonnets

09/11: 42 Dominoes, Mexican Train 
Dominoes

09/12: TGIF Lunch
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GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET 

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

 General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

Adrian’s

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX 
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com

Drew Popelka
 Attorney - CPA

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

today, tomorrow, the future

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334

Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Norman
Building

Materials

939-5132

1010 S. Main St. • Belton

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

SINCE 1945

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B   |   778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

BELTON/MORGAN’S POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church              
Apostolic UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church           
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship                  
3087 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933-3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
of the Apostolic Faith
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 818.519.9855

Tapestry Community Church 
of Belton 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.218.4008

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 254.778.8034

~ TEMPLE ~
Chalice Church - Disciples of Christ
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061

Christ Episcopal Church and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657

Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

Eighth Street Baptist Church
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. ~ 
254.773.2598

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Methodist Church Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682

New Hope Church  of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 254.742.2181

Oak Park United Methodist Church
5505 South 31st St. ~ 254.773.3021

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church            
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744

Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr.  ~ 254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 254.773.3177

Hamm’s Tile & Marble
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Wesley@HammsTileAndMarble.Com
HammsTileAndMarble.com

Showers, Floors, Walls

254-231-9016

Rediscovering the Rhythm of the Road

For forty years, I was a 
long-distance runner. It all began 
in my mid-twenties, and from that 
point on, I was hooked. I ran a myr-
iad of full marathons and more 5Ks 
and 10Ks than I could ever count. 
Running wasn’t just exercise, it was 
therapy. I could be wrestling with a 
major problem, lace up my shoes, 
hit the pavement, and by the time I 
got back, the solution had somehow 
surfaced. I didn’t even have to think 
about it while running. The rhythm 
of my feet and the steady beat of my 
heart did the thinking for me.

Then came 2014. I was in Scot-
land, enjoying a light morning jog 
through the misty countryside when 
I felt a small tweak in my left knee. 
It didn’t seem serious, so I brushed 
it off. Later that day, we traveled 

to Dublin. But the next morning, I 
couldn’t walk. Not even a step. The 
ER doctors in Dublin recommend-
ed immediate surgery. Sandra, ever 
the voice of reason, said no. Instead, 
they fi tted me with a full leg cast so 
I could travel home.

Back in the States, I learned I 
needed a full knee replacement. I 
hesitated. If they had told me I could 
run again after surgery, I would’ve 
signed up in a heartbeat. But they 
didn’t. They said my running days 
were over, with or without the sur-
gery. And just like that, something I 
genuinely loved was gone seeming-
ly forever.

I tried to fi ll the void. First with 
cycling, but a very nasty fall on a 
road ride convinced me that wasn’t 
the answer. Then came the elliptical, 
let’s just say it didn’t spark joy. But 
then I discovered the rowing ma-
chine. It works about 85% of your 
muscles and gets the heart pumping 
like a good sprint. It became my 
cardio salvation.

Fast forward to today. After re-
cent hand surgery, I’ve had to pause 
my rowing workouts. With some 
unusually cool mornings rolling 
through Salado, I decided to walk 
instead. And then, on one of those 
walks, a wild thought crept in: What 

if I jogged? I’ve lost a lot of weight. 
I’ve been doing leg days with 
weights at the gym for years. May-
be, just maybe, I could run again?

I started small. Just a half-mile 
jog. Two weeks later, I’m easily up 
to two miles. No pain. No issues. 
The last time I ran was in Scotland, 
over a decade ago. That’s a long 
time to go without something you 
love. But here I am…jogging again! 
Not racing, not chasing medals, 
just moving at a pace somewhere 
between a determined snail and a 
cautious tortoise. And loving every 
step.

Last week my surgeon gave the 
green light to resume rowing, and 
I am back at it. But jogging is now 
back in my life, and I plan to keep it 
there as long as I’m able. I’m bless-
ed with reasonably good health, 
and I thank the Good Lord for the 
chance to rediscover a passion that 
once literally defi ned who I was.

I’m feeling grateful. I’m feel-
ing blessed. And I’m feeling the 
road beneath my feet once again, 
thank you God!

John C. Perry is the Lay Leader with 
New Life Methodist Church. They meet ev-
ery Sunday at 9 a.m. (Bible Study) and 10 
a.m. (Worship Service) in the Salado Middle 
School at 1169 Williams Rd. 

John C. Perry 

Contact Madison 
today and this space 

can be yours!

Madison Sinclair
254-493-0732 cell

254-939-5457 offi ce
sales@beltonjournal.com
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Randomness for the Week
Last week I ran out of paper 

before I ran out of thoughts, so I 
will continue with a few more this 
week.

Have you ever thought that pi-
rates are probably some of the un-
luckiest people around? Every one 
you see has a peg leg, a hook for a 
hand and an eye patch. I mean, af-
ter losing one or two of those com-
binations I would probably find a 
more suitable job. And what do 
you do with the extra shoe? Most 
of them also have a parrot on their 
shoulder, squawking and begging 
for a cracker, perhaps the pirates 
are deaf in one ear as well. Why 
does the parrot stay with them, 
with all the fighting and such you 
would think the parrot would hop 
off the first pleasant island they 
stop nearby. I do think that visiting 
the fantastic islands would be the 
only positive thing about being a 

pirate. The rest of it isn’t as excit-
ing. You find a treasure, you dig a 
big hole on an island and bury the 
treasure, then you die and some-
one gets your map and spends the 
rest of their life following a poorly 
drawn line to the wrong spot. One 
might think that with all the old 
guys wandering the beach with 
metal detectors that we would be 
up to our ears in buried treasure by 
now. 

Speaking of oceans. How 
much would the ocean level drop 
if we took all of the whales out of 
the ocean? I mean, just for a few 
minutes, not forever. I am not sure 
how many whales are in the seas, 
but they are big and I am sure 
there are quite a few. Then while 
the whales are out we could take 
all the sponges out of the ocean as 
well, without wringing them out, 
the sea level would certainly drop 

a lot more. Heck we might even be 
able to find Atlantis. 

If you are like me and have 
worked with wood and hand tools, 
when someone mentions the word 
“router” you think of a power tool 
that cuts holes and makes a nice 
edge on a piece of wood. Now 
out there somewhere is someone 
scratching their head and has no 
idea of what I am talking about 
and only knows that a router is 
an electronic device that supplies 
internet to their various devices. 
There have been a few times when 
I wanted to take a hammer to a 
router, you can take that one any-
way you want. 

OK, I am on toothpaste again. 
If the toothpaste manufacturers re-
ally cared about their customers 
they would do something about 
taste. I do not like peppermint, but 
no matter what brand and flavors 

that I try I always seem to end up 
with peppermint. Cool mint, fresh 
mint, refreshing mint, great tasting 
mint, nope, all peppermint. You 
really want to get people brush-
ing their teeth, make a taste we can 
get behind. How about a cappuc-
cino flavored toothpaste for the 
mornings, Then perhaps a gravy 
flavored toothpaste for nighttime. 
Give us some options, surely there 
is another flavor on this planet 
besides peppermint that you can 
make toothpaste with, try straw-
berry, heck give orange flavor an-
other shot. 

Sorry for that rant, my frustra-
tion with toothpaste never really 
goes away.

Have you noticed when they 
post a picture of a criminal from a 
security camera that it really could 
be anything from a Sasquatch to 
your next door neighbor, or per-

haps a chimpanzee to Al Capone? 
Yet for sports broadcasts on TV 
there are dozens of angles and each 
one is of exceptional quality, you 
can see the tiny logo on the ath-
lete’s shoestring. So a bank has a 
vault full of money yet we have the 
worst video coverage, and when 
we want to argue over a point in 
a sports match and we can see that 
the athlete’s tattoo is misspelled 
because of the excellent video 
quality. Instead of tossing a dye 
pack inside the bag full of money, 
why don’t they throw in a pylon 
camera from a football game, we 
could see where the criminals live 
and what they are up to. 

I hope everyone has a 
thought-filled week, plenty of time 
to let your mind wander and even 
stray from the path for a bit of ex-
ploration. This should wrap up the 
random thinking for a week or so.

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

EditorialEditorial

About a year or so back, a pundit 
whose name I don’t recall made an in-
flammatory allegation on social media. 
I’d almost forgotten about it until an 
unrelated thing brought it back to mind. 

The individual, who apparently 
lives along the East Coast, was driving 
through a somewhat rural region of the 
Southern United States en route to a des-
tination I also don’t recall. As they were 
driving, they noted that they couldn’t 
see a single library from the road they 
were going down. Thus, they concluded, 
libraries didn’t exist in the rural South. 
This person had a very low opinion of 
people from the South even before this, 
and followed up their allegation by not-
ing how this observation of theirs osten-
sibly confirmed their sentiments. 

Yes, you just read that.
I was one of several people who 

responded to his allegation by trying to 
ask some follow-up questions. I never 
received a reply, and to my knowledge 
neither did anyone else. It might be that 
our voices were drowned out by the le-
gion of his followers who were scream-
ing about how his observation also 
ostensibly confirmed their sentiments 

about Southerners. It might be that he 
was ignoring us. I don’t know. 

Either way folks, that allegation of 
his only actually confirmed that *he* 
was the ignorant one. 

Oops…
Folks, take a minute and think about 

the layout of your town. Where is your 
public library compared to the main 
road through your town? It varies from 
town to town, doesn’t it? 

Consider the town where I live. 
The “main road” through town is a so-
called “business” extension of US High-
way 190 (actually where it used to run 
through town before a bypass was con-
structed). This is distinctively different 
from Main Street, which runs southwest 
to northeast through town, connecting 
the highway to a main road that leads 
onto the nearby military base. Our pub-
lic library? Off of Main Street. If some-
one was traveling through the area, they 
wouldn’t be able to see the library even 
from Business 190, let alone the re-rout-
ed Highway 190. But it’s there, a proud 
fixture of downtown. Has been for de-
cades. 

Likewise, I can think of other towns 

where the library is on a prominent road 
in the town but a distance away from the 
actual main road. Maybe you can see the 
library. Maybe you can’t. But again, it’s 
there. 

…Hence the follow-up questions I 
tried to ask this individual: what towns 
did he drive through, and what roads 
was he taking as he drove? That would 
have allowed me to pull up Google 
Maps, find those towns, and fact-check 
his observation. With no response, how-
ever, I couldn’t do that.

Either way, what we have is this 
pundit engaging in a little something 
we call “confirmation bias”. He went 
into the situation with a preconceived 
and very stereotypical notion, he made 
a surface-level observation that seem-
ingly confirmed his notion, and he ul-
timately failed to engage in the higher-
level logical functions he believes that 
people who aren’t like him don’t engage 
in. Yet because he was so sure he was 
the “smart” one he never bothered to ex-
amine his initial observation. 

Folks, there’s a reason why phrases 
like “don’t judge a book by its cover” 
exist. All too often, we can and will 

make snap observations that are based 
on flimsy criteria, observations that 
don’t accurately reflect the situation 
around us. Things like stereotypes, mis-
information, and personal biases can 
fuel this phenomenon. That extra min-
ute or to we take in investigating mat-
ters can make quite a bit of difference.

Reading The Map

We believe in a BETTER We believe in a BETTER 
flooring experience.flooring experience.

LET US FLOOR YOU!

TILE & TILE & 
STONESTONE LUXURY LUXURY 

VINYLVINYL
HARDWOODHARDWOOD CARPETCARPET

254-933-1313 Bellcountyflooring.Com254-933-1313 Bellcountyflooring.Com
6401 St.Hwy 317 Ste. B M-F 8-5:30 Sat: 8-36401 St.Hwy 317 Ste. B M-F 8-5:30 Sat: 8-3

Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green

We Buy Stocker & Feeder Cattle Daily

The benefits of selling
your cattle to us are:

✓Competitive Pricing – Call for a quote!

✓Cattle are weighted immediately – NO
schrink!

✓We are fast! (If you bring your cattle
during regular business operations 
7a.m.-4p.m.)

✓Open 6 days a week • Closed Sundays

✓Centrally Located – Save $ on gas!
IH-35

Salado

XFM487

FM2115

Call Anytime: 254-527-3342
LOCATION: 4651 EAST FM 487 - SCHWERTNER,TEXAS

Special to the Journal

Hope for the Hungry has announced 
the appointment of Doug Mann as its 
new Executive Director. With more than 
35 years of international nonprofit lead-
ership experience, Doug is well quali-
fied to lead this faith-based global min-
istry into a season of strategic growth 
and renewed global engagement.

Much of Doug’s career has been 
spent living and serving across Africa, 
Asia, Eastern Europe, and the Balkans. 
He is known for championing sustain-
able, capacity-building solutions for 
vulnerable communities. Notably, Doug 
was instrumental in coordinating relief 
efforts among over 80 organizations 
during the Kosovo refugee crisis.

“My time living and working inter-
nationally throughout my career has re-
ally instilled a deep desire in me to see 
individuals and communities not just 
survive, but flourish as they find their 
way through this life,” said Mann. “It’s 
exciting to be given this opportunity to 
help expand this shared vision I have 
with Hope for the Hungry on an even 
larger global scale.”

Founded in 1982 by Dan and Kandy 
Kirkley, Hope for the Hungry has spent 
more than four decades ministering to 
the poor and underserved. Today, the or-
ganization is active in Haiti, the United 
States, and, most recently, Rwanda.

“We are thrilled to welcome Doug 
to the team,” said founder Dan Kirk-

ley. “His deep faith, leadership experi-
ence, and global perspective are exactly 
what’s needed to carry Hope’s mission 
forward into this next exciting chapter.”

Under Doug’s leadership, the orga-
nization is also launching a refreshed 
brand identity and communications 
strategy. These efforts include a rede-
signed website, reflecting a bold vision 
for the future while honoring the legacy 
of its founding mission.

As Hope for the Hungry celebrates 
its 43rd anniversary this year, support-
ers are invited to mark their calendars 
for a special banquet on November 13, 
2025. At this event, the organization 
will celebrate its past and share its plans 
for the future.

Doug Mann named Executive 
Director of Hope for the Hungry

Doug Mann
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Downtown Nutrition offers healthy shakes and teas
By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Downtown Nutrition located at 
204 N. Penelope St. Ste. B offers pro-
tein shakes and ener-gizing teas as a 
healthy meal replacement. 

They are open Monday thru Fri-
day 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturdays 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“I took over Main Nutrition from 
Jack Black. I always knew I wanted 
a nutrition club in Belton. I love the 
atmosphere, community, and aura. It’s 
warm and welcoming,” said Summer 
Ste-phens, owner of Downtown Nu-
trition.

The Tomball native met her hus-
band, a Troy native, in college at Sam 
Houston State Univer-sity. He also 
owns a nutrition club, Nutrition 2305 
located in Temple.

“I went to Temple Nutrition and 
got into the shakes and teas there. I 
liked the atmosphere of the club that 
used to be on 31st Street. My favorite 
shake at the time was blueberry muf-
fin and my favorite tea was Wonder 

Woman. I like experimenting with 
different flavors,” said Stephens. 

She attests to the results, losing 
20 pounds in three months, feeling 
“fantastic” and having a lot of energy.

Downtown Nutrition opened its 
doors on July 4. The strawberry pina 
colada is their most popular tea, and 
Island Time is also a customer favor-
ite. The most popular shake flavors 
are chocolate banana and banana 
bread.

“We just recently started serving 
protein waffles and donuts. The flavor 
options are vanilla, chocolate, banana 
bread, blueberry muffin, and Cinna-
mon Toast Crunch,” said Stephens.

Nutrition 2305 already serves 
protein waffles and donuts. 

“The atmosphere is different. His 
is more of a comfort place to study 
and hang out with friends. It has a 
fireplace. My place is more artsy 
with the art hanging on the walls in 
the Gunter building,” said Stephens, 
comparing her store with that of her 
husband, Matt’s.

Nutrition 2305 is located at 4311 

W. Adams Avenue, Ste. 105 behind 
the 7-Eleven.

“We have plans to expand with 
classes on health, gardening, and 
planting fruits and vege-tables in your 
backyard. (Matt) is going to teach 
them. He’s very much into agricul-
ture. We take supplements because 
our food doesn’t have the nutrients it’s 
supposed to have. We want to bring 
health and knowledge to the commu-
nity,” said Stephens. “Our shakes and 
teas are gluten free, safe for a diabetic 
diet, and heart health. It takes in all 
those considera-tions. We also have a 
nondairy version.”

They offer products which pre-
pares a body before, during, and 
after workouts. They also offer 
supplements that helps with weight 
management, energy, nutrients, and 
metabolism. 

“I’ve been on (supplements) 
since August 9th, but I have more en-
ergy now. I haven’t seen any weight 
loss yet since I just started, but I’ve 
been told at the 60-day’ mark I will 
see the weight drop,” said Stephens.

Courtesy Photo 
The Chocolate Pretzel shake is served at Downtown 
Nutrition in Belton owned by Summer Stephens and 
Nutrition 2305 in Temple owned by Matt Stephens.

Native Plant Society of Texas Tonkawa 
Chapter holding Fall Plant Sale

Special to the Journal 

The Tonkawa Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas will host its semi-
annual sale of Texas native plants, shrubs, grasses, and trees Saturday, Sept. 13th 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and, Sunday Sept. 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Barrow Brew-
ing, 108 Royal St. in Salado. 

This year’s fall sale will include several new and uncommon plants that are 
sure to sell out early. All plants will be offered in 4” pots for $5 and 1-gallon pots 
for $10, a reduction in price from last year to accommodate reduced incomes. 

Shrubs will be available in 1-gallon and 2-gallon pots with 15 varieties of 
Texas native small understory trees in 5-gallon pots. All trees are ready for imme-
diate planting for the fall.

Experienced Native Plant experts will be on hand for advice and instructions. 
An online sale at www.npsotcentx.org of 21 varieties of Texas native trees will 

be active until Sept. 5 with tree pickup in Salado on Sept. 10.
 A Children’s Area with various activities will be held during the sale on Sat-

urday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a few (not real) butterflies for adoption. Cricket 
Terrilynn of Salado and author of a children’s book entitled “Fluttery the story of 
a Brave Monarch Butterfly and her adven-tures in Texas” will be on hand with 
signed copies of her book for sale.

 Cash, credit cards and checks will be accepted for payment of plants, trees, 
etc. All pro-ceeds from the sale will be used to build Texas native demonstration 
educational gardens in Bell County. The Native Plant Society of Texas is a 501(c)
(3) organization.

 For more information, visit www.npsotcentx.org. 
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By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

Starting their sixth 
year of play, the Lake Bel-
ton Broncos have steadily 
played better in scrimmage 
games.

Thursday night at Bull-
dawg Stadium was one of 
their best yet.

The Broncos took on 
Copperas Cove, coached by 
former Belton head coach 
Rodney Southern.

While early rain de-
lays pushed the freshmen 
and junior games into a pair 
of simultaneous 50-yard 
scrimmages, Mother Nature 
loosened her grips and pre-
sented Copperas Cove with 
a great weather night for 
football.

Overall, the scrimmage 
had positive feel to it. The 

Broncos on the sidelines 
were supportive of one an-
other, helped give feedback 
to each other in what they 
were experiencing on the 
field, and got after it be-
tween the lines. 

“We are very proud 
of the energy our kids 
brought,” Lake Belton foot-
ball head coach Brian Cope 
said. “They played with in-
tensity and togetherness for 
the whole scrimmage. Even 
when faced with adversity 
they reacted in a positive 
manner.”  

Offensively, the team 
moved the ball during the 
scripts. The quarterbacks 
worked the game plan well, 
running backs ran between 
the tackles well with the 
solid blocking up front, and 

Cove scrimmage in 
rear view, Broncos 
ready for tough test 

at A&M Consolidated

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Belton’s first meet of the sea-
son could not have been much 
more successful.

After spending weeks work-
ing, the start of the schedule fi-
nally arrived for the Tigers and 
Lady Tigers last week, when they 
hosted their annual meet. 

While the runners left the 
event with room for improve-
ment, they also emerged with 
hardware.

Led by junior Ezra Kahler, 
who placed third in the boys 
Class 5A-6A division, the Tigers 
captured the team title at the Bel-
ton Invitational, while the Lady 
Tigers were second thanks in part 
to sophomore Isabella Warner’s 
runner-up performance. 

Warner posted a time of 22 
minutes, 33.6 seconds across the 

five-kilometer course at the Bel-
ton Lake & Outdoor Recreation 
Area to claim the silver medal, 
and the remainder of the team’s 
first five placed among the field’s 
top 15.

Madyson Hartnett, a sopho-
more, finished with an 11th-place 
time of 24:43.8, while junior Na-
taly Valdez (13th, 24:53.8), junior 
Roxanna Delgado (14th, 25:06.9) 
and senior Destiny Schutz (15th, 
25:25.0) completed the race con-
secutively. 

Additionally, senior Delilah 
Hoffman (16th, 25:34.7), fresh-
man Ella Johnson (17th, 25:44.0), 
sophomore Ai Kirkland (18th, 
25:49.6), freshman Ayla Waker-
shauser (19th, 25:52.8), junior 
Fancy Jaime (21st, 26:10.0), 
sophomore Lilian Baggett (22nd, 
26:21.1) and junior Xiadani Her-
nandez (26th, 32:50.3) competed 
for Belton, but their times did not 

count toward the team’s total of 
51.

With just 19 points, Lorena 
earned the championship, and 
Copperas Cove was third (74).

In the boys division, Kahler, 
who received the bronze medal 
after finishing in 19:22.3, was 
immediately followed by a pair 
of teammates in senior Palu Mar-
ingathuparambil (4th, 19:22.8) 
and junior Jose Perez-Diaz (5th, 
19:35.6). Tigers juniors Hayden 
Brown (7th, 20:11.0) and Alex-
ander Castelan (10th, 20:37.9) 
rounded out the score. 

Pflugerville (2nd, 48) and 
Copperas Cove (3rd, 49) com-
pleted the top three behind Belton 
(29).

Tigers sophomore Nelson 
Funez (12th, 20:46.2), freshman 
Luke Roberts (16th, 21:35.3), 
sophomore Harrison Booher 
(18th, 22:08.9), senior Corin 

Ramesar (19th, 22:23.1), sopho-
more Marcus Hernandez (20th, 
22:31.2) and senior Rosalio Parra 
(21st, 22:47.3) also raced.

New Tech was also in atten-
dance, but the Dragons and Lady 
Dragons did not field complete 
teams in the Class 1A-4A divi-
sion. 

For the Dragons, junior Da-
vid Martinez had the top time, 
placing 55th (23:07.5), while 
junior Desmond Long was 64th 
(24:33.8) and freshman Zorian 
Hajduk was 71st (32:17.1).

In the girls two-mile race, 
the Lady Dragons were repre-
sented by senior Claire Thomas 
(46th, 14:53.9), freshman Ellie 
Megoulloa (47th, 14:56.4), soph-
omore Daniella Idumebor (76th, 
18:20.9) and freshman Ileana An-
tolak (78th, 18:36.0).

Both squads from Belton and 
New Tech will be back in action 

Friday, when they travel to Tem-
ple’s James Wilson Park for the 
Temple Pro-Fit Invitational.

 
LAKE BELTON

The Broncos and Lady Bron-
cos returned to competition last 
week at the highly competitive 
Cedar Park Vista Ridge Invita-
tional, where they placed 14th in 
the girls division and 23rd in the 
boys division. 

The Broncos amassed 599 
points in the Gold division’s 
five-kilometer race behind junior 
Wyatt Potts’ 106th-place time of 
19:03.

Also scoring were junior 
Joshua Clark (125th, 19:22) and 
Josiah Briggs (139th, 19:41) 
and sophomores Cooper Schels 
(140th, 19:41) and Tyler Adkins-

See CROSS, 
Page B2

Belton ISD cross country teams earn hardware in first meet of season

See FOOTBALL, 
Page B3

Clutch Hutch: Hutchins collects 1,000th 
career kill in Lake Belton’s win

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

It did not happen until 
late in the match. To the Lake 
Belton Volleyball program 
and its fans, they were excited 
to see the milestone at Bronco 

Gymnasium.
Senior Kaitlyn Hutchins’ 

16th kill of the match came 
at a clutch time: a cannonad-
ing blast onto the Leander 
Glenn side of the court to cut 
off a Grizzly rally and gave 
the Broncos match point. 

Lake slammed the door on 
the match on the next point 
to pick a hard-earned sweep 
against a talented Glenn 
squad.

Lady Tigers earn four set victory 
over Harker Heights Knights

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Lady Tigers’ chemistry on the 
court is evident, but it began long before 
the season started. 

A little more than two weeks ago, Bel-
ton opened its schedule with a straight-set 
victory against visiting Round Rock Mc-
Neil, and in the weeks since, it has expe-
rienced a lot of success, including placing 
third at last weekend’s Huntsville tourna-
ment. 

Tuesday, the Lady Tigers followed the 
showing by traveling to Killeen Harker 
Heights and earning a four-set victory. 

While the program is playing well 
early in the season, Belton head coach 
Haleigh Johnson admits the players’ tight 
bonds are nothing new. 

“We are starting off the season work-
ing well together,” she said. “It’s so nice 
to see them having each others’ backs and 
leaning on each other in games this early 
on in the season. These girls spent a lot of 
time in our offseason together, and I really 
think all the character building we did has 
a lot to do with it.”

Regardless of reasoning, it is working. 
In their second tournament of the 

young season, the Lady Tigers emerged 

from Huntsville with a 7-2 record, reach-
ing the Gold bracket before defeating 
Madisonville to capture the bronze medals. 

Along the way, Belton produced a per-
fect second day, defeating the host Lady 
Hornets, Temple and Caldwell.

Additionally, senior outside hitter C.J. 
Stites was named to the all-tournament 
team. 

The momentum carried over to Tues-
day’s road match, where Belton bounced 
back from an early deficit in a close affair 
that displayed the Lady Tigers’ resiliency. 

On the heels of back-to-back kills 
from Stites, Belton held a 10-5 lead against 
the Lady Knights and inflated the cushion 
to seven points, 18-11, after sophomore 
middle blocker Emma Harvey delivered a 
scoring block. 

Harker Heights refused to concede, 
though. 

The Lady Knights responded with a 
13-3 outburst to propel them a one-set ad-
vantage in the match, but it would not hold 
as the Lady Tigers withstood every ensu-
ing charge from the opposition en route to 
a 23-25, 25-21,25-22, 25-22 win. 

In the second set, Belton opened a 

See TIGERS, 
Page B3

See BRONCOS, 
Page B3
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Planning your 
business exit: 
Start with the 
end in mind

If you own a business, 
you probably spend 
countless hours man-
aging it. But have you 
thought about how you’ll 
eventually step away?

Start by listing your 
personal goals for the 
transaction and your life 
afterward, including how 
much money you’ll need 
to fund your desired 
retirement lifestyle. In-
clude expenses currently 
covered by the business, 
from your cellphone to 
health care.

Think too about what 
you want to leave for 
your family or charitable 
causes.

Knowing the value 
of your business is 

important, so have it 
valued in writing, even if 
retirement is a few years 
away.

Finally, consider who 
your buyer might be. 
Perhaps family mem-
bers, business partners, 
employees or an external 
third party. 

You can get help 
building your exit plan 
from professionals, such 
as a financial advisor, 
tax professional, legal 
advisor and business 
valuation expert. 

Taking proactive steps 
now helps you control 
your future, including 
when and how you tran-
sition away from your 
business.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®

Sports Briefs

Beltran (147th, 19:46).
Sarah Gray (66th, 22:20), Lucy 

Loa (70th, 22:26), Jenna Benedick 
(89th, 22:48), Madelyn Rivas (98th, 
22:58) and Elizabeth Sandlin (122nd, 
23:32) accounted for the Lady Bron-
cos’ 394 points. 

Broncos freshman Drew Hous-
ton (150th, 19:49), junior Austin Ad-
ams (156th, 19:57), sophomore Efren 
Romero-Meza (182nd, 21:07), senior 
Brody Mansfield (191st, 22:35) and 
sophomore Anthony Garza (198th, 
23:59) and Lady Broncos Alayna 

Fulton (123rd, 23:36), Claire Henn 
(124th, 23:36), Clara Hill (127th, 
23:40) and Isabela Romero (154th, 
24:41) also competed. 

 Like its fellow Belton ISD 
schools, Lake Belton will race at the 
Temple Pro-Fit Invitational on Friday.

Cross  -  From Page B1

Belton coaches evaluate talent against Shoemaker

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Dragons and Lady Dragons return to district com-
petition today against Cameron Yoe at Mary Hardin-Baylor, 
and New Tech will be entering with momentum.

Last week, the Dragons and Lady Dragons traveled to 
Killeen and cruised to a 14-5 victory against the 
host squad. 

New Tech lost only one doubles match en route 
to an early lead.

The boys duo of Leland Moore and Zaylen 
Kimball won 4-0, 4-1, while teammate Gracin Cat-
tertoon and Jett Lopez won 4-2, 4-2. For Moore 
and Kimball, the outcome was their second con-
secutive win as a duo.

In mixed doubles, Samantha McKenzie and 

Tim McPike earned a 4-2, 4-2 win to go along with 
a trio of girls doubles victories from the tandems 
of Annabel Ferniza and Carime Montez, Aubrie 
Bower and Taylor Clay and Hope Boettger and 
Harper Lee. 

Then, Moore, Kimball, McPike, Aiden Finn, 
Desmond Long, Ferniz, Lee and Jessica Delgado 
recorded singles wins. 

BELTON TENNIS
The Tigers and Lady Tigers improved to 2-3 

on Friday, when they defeated Temple 10-2 at home. 
Belton trailed 4-3 following doubles matches, but 

bounced back with a 10-2 showing in singles, giving it a 
13-6 victory. 

The squad returns to action Friday, traveling to Cop-
peras Cove. 

FUNDRAISER
The seventh-annual Rockin for Youth benefit for the Cle-

ments Boys and Girls Club, Belton Tiger Athletic Booster Club 
and Lake Belton High School Athletic Booster Club will be 
held Oct. 11 at 301 Thomas Arnold Road in Salado. The event 
will begin at 5 p.m. 

General admission tickets are $25 at the door and $20 if 
purchased in advance at OutHouseTickets.com.

Kids ages 12 and under are free.

ATHLETIC PASSES
Belton ISD family passes are on sale for $75 and can be 

purchased at the Belton High School field house or at the Bel-
ton ISD administration office. 

The pass allows the owner and all immediate family 
members entry into any Belton ISD athletic event played at 
home, excluding football games. 

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Belton Tigers 
wrapped up their preseason 
action last week with a 
scrimmage against the 
Shoemaker Grey Wolves. 

The scrimmage was 
briefly interrupted by a 
lightning delay, forcing 
players to wait things out 
before any action took 
place. Once the skies 
cleared, both the JV and 
Freshman squads took the 
field at the same time to 
make up for lost time.

Shoemaker’s staff re-
flected positively on the 
scrimmage, noting that 
their team saw “moments 
of greatness on the field” 

while also identifying areas 
that needed improvement. 

Belton’s coaches and 
players came away with 
similar takeaways. While 
the scoreboard wasn’t the 
focus, the Tigers had op-
portunities to test out new 
combinations, evaluate tal-
ent, and make adjustments 
before the games started to 
count.

Now, Belton turns 
its attention to the regular 
season, which kicks off on 
Thursday, August 29, at 7 
p.m. against the Hendrick-
son Hawks. The Tigers will 
be eager to put their prepa-
ration to work when they 
hit the road.

Last year’s contest 
against Hendrickson was a 

defensive battle from start 
to finish, ending in a 14-0 
win for the Hawks. 

Belton’s defense kept 
the game close, with then 
sophomore linebacker 
Azian Wilkinson rack-
ing up six solo tackles and 
showing flashes of the 
physical play the Tigers 
hope to build on this fall. 
On the offensive side, quar-
terback Will Shepard, also 
a sophomore at the time, 
managed to complete five 
of nine passes for 37 yards 
in what was one of his earli-
est varsity starts.

This year, Shepard and 
Wilkinson both return with 
another year of experience 
under their belts. The Ti-
gers’ offense will look to 

find more consistency and 
rhythm, while the defense 
aims to remain stout and 
create momentum plays. 

With more maturity 
and depth on the roster, 
Belton is hoping to avoid 
another low-scoring grind 
and instead spark early con-
fidence with a strong open-
ing performance.

As the countdown 
to kickoff continues, one 
thing is clear: the Tigers are 
ready to compete. With a 
core of returning playmak-
ers and fresh energy from 
underclassmen, Belton is 
determined to open 2025 
with a performance that re-
flects the growth of the pro-
gram and signals a promis-
ing start to the season.
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the receivers worked the 
routes well. The Broncos 
won the scripted/untimed 
session, scoring seven 
touchdowns to Cove’s two. 
Lake played the timed ses-
sion appeared good, but not 
as successful as they were 
unable to convert a fourth 
down and two at the Cove 
31 with 17 seconds remain-
ing to drop the session, 14-
7.

“There were a lot of 
positives to take from it,” 
Cope said. “I thought we 
pass protected well, ran 
the ball downhill and also 
threw and caught it pretty 
good. We did turn it over a 
few times and that has to be 
fixed. But overall, we are 
pleased.”  

  Defensively, the line 
play looked sturdy and 
stood up to the running and 
passing game. The second-
ary played well, despite not 
having Braxtan Cope in 
pads. 

“Our first group did 
a good job,” Cope said. 
“We had a few fit issues 
but those are easily fix-
able. They played hard and 
thought our defensive line 
was a strength for us.”  

Though special teams 
got limited reps, punt re-
turn and kick return looked 
solid. Davion Peters punted 
the ball well, and kicking 
game looked good, which 
will be an interesting battle 
with Tommy Stephens and 
Hunter Hutchins now grad-
uated. 

“Davion will be a 
weapon on our punt team,” 

Cope said. “We are excit-
ed to have him back there 
and get back to our rugby 
punt formation this year. 
We have two kickers this 
year: senior Aiden Las-
sich and sophomore Long 
Chung.  It will be a good 
battle throughout and feel 
like they will only continue 
to get better.” 

 A trip to Tigerland is 
on tap for the Broncos on 
Friday night against A&M 
Consolidated in College 
Station. When the teams 
met in 2024, Consol won 
in a close battle, 33-21. It 
was a coming out party for 
Zyien Dupree as he ran for 
95 yards and a touchdown. 
Davion Peters caught eight 
passes for 94 yards and a 
score. The defense held 
Consol’s passing game to 
81 yards and the rushing 
game to 5.8 yards per carry. 

“This is one of the 
top programs in the state 
and we get an opportu-
nity to play them Week 1. 
What a great test!” Cope 
said. “Our kids are excited 
about this.  They have an 
outstanding secondary so 
it will be a good test. They 
also blitz every play, so we 
have to be able to hold up 
in pass protection and take 
our shots when we can. 
Staying ahead of the chains 
will be key and we need to 
have a successful night run-
ning the football.”

  Offensively, Consol’s 
bread-and-butter is the 
run. While they will have 
a new quarterback this 
season, Camron Roston 

and Ja’Marion Mooring are 
a couple of shifty running 
backs that move the ball 
well. Consol always has 
an excellent, physical front 
line. 

“They will be explo-
sive,” Cope said. “It will be 
interesting on what quar-
terback ends up leading 
them. When that is a ques-
tion that means they will 
rely on their running game 
early. We have to win their 
battle up front.”

The Broncos defense 
will have a great look to it, 
with studs all over the field.

“It will be a fun year 
on defense,” Cope said. “Of 
our nine senior captains, we 
have five on defense. They 
will be expected to lead 
the whole year. They are 
Evan Lazott, Caleb Chan-
dler, Gavin Owens, Gavin 
Stewart, and Braxtan Cope. 
Christian Onchweri is also 
a captain and will play on 
both sides.”  

While the Broncos of-
fensive system has always 

had electric skilled posi-
tions, the linemen always 
been the moving men for 
The Lake Show.

“This is a good group 
of offensive linemen,” 
Cope said. “Maybe not the 
same size that we have had, 
but you cannot measure 
heart. Coach Ryan Graves, 
our offensive line coach, 
has done an outstanding 
job with them. Jacob John-
son, Hunter Loraus and 
Henry McGaha will be 
some senior leaders for us 
up front.” 

Defensively, Consol 
has depth, with good speed 
and flies to the ball. While 
the Broncos saw many Ti-
ger seniors on defense last 
season, Ethan Walton co-
led the Tigers in tackles in 
the 2024 game and Simon 
Starks, Myles Riggs, Ha-
gen Chmelar, and Riley 
O’Bannon also were instru-
mental in the game. All five 
return for Consol this sea-
son. Please talk about the 
Tigers defense and what 

the Broncos will see offen-
sively.

“It will be a 3-4 attack 
defense,” Cope said. “They 
paratroop them in with all 
the blitzes they have. It will 
be a tough test for our of-
fense. We have to attack the 
storm.”

Cope has many memo-
ries of Tigerland, coach-
ing in “The Jungle.” There 
are not many places in the 
country that host a foot-
ball weekend like College 
Station, with Texas A&M 
hosting UT-San Antonio 
on Saturday night. 

“I have had this one 
circled ever since we 
scheduled the matchup,” 
Cope said.  “It is a special 
place for me. I met my wife 
there. Created some great 
memories at that stadium, 
and now I get to coach the 
Broncos there.  Before the 
game, I will take a few mo-
ments to think back. But 
after that, it is game on.”  

From a crow aspect, 
Cope knows that Consol 

Tiger fans are loyal and 
vocal. A great traveling 
Bronco crowd will be a 
plus for the team.

“They will pack the 
house, and we need the 
same,” Cope said. “With 
the Aggies playing at 
home, there will not be 
many hotel rooms avail-
able. So, carpool and find 
a way to get down there.”

Football  -  From Page B1

20-14 lead before Harker 
Heights rallied by scor-
ing seven of the next 10 
points, but a kill from 
Stites ended the run, al-
lowing the Lady Tigers 
enough space to even the 
set. 

Then, in the third set, 
Belton withstood another 
7-3 run after leading 21-
15.

Finally, a 16-12 ad-
vantage was erased in the 
fourth set when an ace 
gave the Lady Knighs a 

19-18 lead, and after the 
Lady Tigers scored five of 
the next six points, Harker 
Heights battled back again. 

The Lady Knights 
threatened to extend the 
match, creeping within 
a point at 23-22 before 

Malu Pula, a sophomore, 
had a scoring block and 
sophomore Brylee Ren-
egar followed with a hit 
to earn the win. 

“I’m very proud of 
my girls for their team-
work,” Johnson said. 

“The stayed calm in situ-
ations that were intense, 
so I’m very proud of them 
for holding their compo-
sure.”

Belton (13-8) will look 
to continue its winning 
ways starting today, when 

it travels for the three-day 
Little River Academy tour-
nament.

Upon returing from its 
final tournament, the Lady 
Tigers will travel to Killeen 
on Tuesday, and they host 
China Sping on Sept. 5.

Tigers  -  From Page B1

Broncos   -  From Page B1

Scores of the match were 26-24, 25-19, 
and 25-22.

“This was a big win for us tonight,” 
Hutchins said. “We worked super hard in 
practice, came out, and competed.”

“I am so proud of the way the team bat-
tled tonight, and I love that Kaitlyn was able to 
get to 1,000 kills here at home,” Lake Belton 
head coach Allison Waits said.

The Broncos (9-6) grabbed an 8-4 lead in 
game one, with Hutchins converting a kill and 
an ace early, and Ava Wood and Madi Bing-
ham each picking up two kills.

Glenn worked their way back into the 
game with a 15-8 stretch to take a 19-17 lead.

Hutchins, Wood, Bingham, Madi Jack-
man, and Makinzi Johnson picked up kills 
late, with Wood’s set-ending blast having 
given the Broncos an early match advantage.

Lake never trailed in game two, as Bing-
ham contributed an early ace as the Broncos 
led 4-0, and extended their lead to as many 
as seven points. Wood, Hutchins, Abbi Jones, 
and Morgan Kukulski were set up well from 
solid plays from Bingham, Natalia Partida, 

Keileigh Krueger, and Kruz Smith to pace the 
Broncos to a six-point win.

The Broncos did not trail in game three, 
as Lake led by six points in the middle of the 
set before Glenn made a late push as they 
pulled to within four points, 23-19.

It set the stage for Bingham’s set from 
right to left along the net front, which Hutchins 
eagerly slammed to the deck on the Glenn side 
for game point, match point, and career kill 
1,000.

“For awhile there, I felt like I was getting 
unlucky with some of the shots,” Hutchins 
said. “When we got the free ball back, I told 
myself that this was it. It finally came, and it 
was really cool. It was neat to see the reaction 
from the whole gym.”

The milestone, reached early in Hutchins’ 
senior year, is a monumental one for the Bron-
co program. And one that will propel the team 
going forward.

Hutchins finished the night with a team-
high 17 kills. 

Broncos break even at Volleypfest, 
Volleypalooza up next

The Lake Belton Broncos volleyball 
team played at the Pflugerville Volleypfest this 
past weekend.

In the opening pool, the Broncos took on 
Brentwood Christian, Pflugerville Connally, 
and Katy Jordan.

The Broncos swept the pool, having won 
six games straight. 

Lake Belton defeated Brentwood Chris-
tian, 25-12 and 25-11. The Broncos beat Con-
nally, 25-18 and 25-11. They completed the 

sweep with the win over Jordan, 26-24 and 
25-19.

In the second day, the Broncos split in 
their matches against Hutto and Buda John-
son.

In the opener, the Broncos defeated the 
Hippos, 25-16 and 25-23.

Lake ran into a buzzsaw against the Jag-
uars, as Johnson swept the Broncos, 25-22 and 
25-13.

Saturday’s bracket opener began against 
Pflugerville Weiss.

The Wolves sent the Broncos to the con-
solation side of the bracket with 25-17 and 25-
18 wins over Lake. 

The Broncos concluded the tournament 
against Smithson Valley.

The Rangers got the best of Lake, with a 
narrow sweep of the Broncos, 25-20 and 25-
22.

Lake went 3-3 at Volleypfest, with Kai-
tlyn Hutchins was named to the Volleypfest 
All-Tournament Team.

The Broncos will play at Volleypalooza 
beginning on Thursday in Round Rock.
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EditorialEditorial
A revolution of words

When Johannes Gutenberg invented 
the movable type printing press in the mid 
1400s, many scribes throughout Europe 
probably freaked out about their jobs. Un-
til then, pretty much everything was hand-
written by scribes who wrote on vellum, 
aka animal skin. 

Europe went through a revolution be-
cause of the press and movable type, and 
that revolution affected the entire known 
world at that time. 

But what about the scribes and the 
shrinking demand for their handwritten 
work. Was their business obsolete? What 
would a smart scribe do in order to earn 
a living?

Fast forward not quite 600 years and 
we’ve been in the midst of a pixel revo-

lution and our world has become increas-
ingly digital. 

Until working for the newspaper, my 
exposure to the world of “paper” was lim-
ited to that of book publishing. With the 
advent of ebooks, things have changed for 
paperbacks and with that, publishers had 
to rethink the way they do business. 

Years ago, I attended a conference 
workshop given by Allen Arnold, then 
senior vice president and publisher of 
Thomas Nelson’s fiction division. He di-
rectly met the idea of what publishers and 
publishing should do about this digital 
revolution head-on. 

“We are not simply paper book pub-
lishers,” I recall him saying. “We are 
information publishers. It is our job to 

provide that information, 
those books, to our readers 
in whatever form they would 
like to buy it.” 

Smart publishers don’t 
fight the change, and like 
those scribes of old, they fig-
ure out a way to adapt to the 

changing formats. I think it’s an exciting 
time to be a writer. 

In fact, anyone can start an online 
“newspaper” and start sharing what they 
think is “news,” when it’s not really the 
news. Gullibility runs rampant on the In-
ternet. 

Those in the newspaper biz must 
understand that people get their news in 
other formats besides opening printed and 
folded pages. For some, there’s no better 
way to get hometown news than in digital 
form. You can get your local newspaper 
on your mobile device first thing Tuesday 
and Friday mornings. 

We will still have newspapers of re-
cord. There’s something to be said about 
the “realness” of paper. When it’s printed, 
it is that more real when so much about 
the digital world has become fake. Also, 
clippings of significant events in our lives 
never go out of style. There is nothing like 
someone seeing their name in print. Paper 
or pixels, it doesn’t matter. Either way, 
you can still keep up with current events 
that mean something to you. 

With all the information out there, 
wouldn’t it be nice if you could get your 
news and information in one place? What 
if you miss a Facebook post, social media 
junkies? Also, how do you wade through 
screen after screen of information which 
is sometimes mis-information? 

My quote of the week is this, by Al 
Cross, the director of the University of 
Kentucky’s Institute for Rural Journalism 
and Community Issues: 

“We practice journalism, which re-
ports facts. To do that, we verify informa-
tion or we attribute it to someone else. That 
is called the discipline of verification, and 
it is the essence of the news media. Social 
media [outlets] have no discipline, and 
hardly any verification, and they empha-
size opinion. Newspapers separate fact 
from opinion, reserving our own views for 
the editorial page. Of course, our views 
influence what news we choose to cover, 
so if you think we’re not covering what 
should be covered, or have failed to sepa-
rate fact from opinion, or make another 
mistake, we want you to tell us.”

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
About a year or so back, 

a pundit whose name I don’t 
recall made an inflammatory 
allegation on social media. 
I’d almost forgotten about 
it until an unrelated thing 
brought it back to mind. 

The individual, who ap-
parently lives along the East 
Coast, was driving through a 
somewhat rural region of the 
Southern United States en 
route to a destination I also 
don’t recall. As they were 
driving, they noted that they 
couldn’t see a single library 
from the road they were go-
ing down. Thus, they con-
cluded, libraries didn’t exist 
in the rural South. This per-
son had a very low opinion 
of people from the South 
even before this, and fol-
lowed up their allegation by 
noting how this observation 
of theirs ostensibly con-
firmed their sentiments. 

Yes, you just read that.
I was one of several 

people who responded to his 
allegation by trying to ask 
some follow-up questions. I 
never received a reply, and 

to my knowledge neither did 
anyone else. It might be that 
our voices were drowned out 
by the legion of his followers 
who were screaming about 
how his observation also 
ostensibly confirmed their 
sentiments about Southern-
ers. It might be that he was 
ignoring us. I don’t know. 

Either way folks, that 
allegation of his only actu-
ally confirmed that *he* was 
the ignorant one. 

Oops…
Folks, take a minute 

and think about the layout 
of your town. Where is your 
public library compared to 
the main road through your 
town? It varies from town to 
town, doesn’t it? 

Consider the town 
where I live. The “main 
road” through town is a so-
called “business” extension 
of US Highway 190 (actually 
where it used to run through 
town before a bypass was 
constructed). This is distinc-
tively different from Main 
Street, which runs southwest 
to northeast through town, 

connecting the highway to a 
main road that leads onto the 
nearby military base. Our 
public library? Off of Main 
Street. If someone was trav-
eling through the area, they 
wouldn’t be able to see the 
library even from Business 
190, let alone the re-routed 
Highway 190. But it’s there, 
a proud fixture of down-
town. Has been for decades. 

Likewise, I can think 
of other towns where the li-
brary is on a prominent road 
in the town but a distance 
away from the actual main 
road. Maybe you can see the 
library. Maybe you can’t. 
But again, it’s there. 

…Hence the follow-up 
questions I tried to ask this 
individual: what towns did 
he drive through, and what 
roads was he taking as he 
drove? That would have al-
lowed me to pull up Google 
Maps, find those towns, and 
fact-check his observation. 
With no response, however, 
I couldn’t do that.

Either way, what we 
have is this pundit engag-

ing in a little something we 
call “confirmation bias”. He 
went into the situation with 
a preconceived and very ste-
reotypical notion, he made 
a surface-level observation 
that seemingly confirmed 
his notion, and he ultimately 
failed to engage in the high-
er-level logical functions he 
believes that people who 
aren’t like him don’t engage 
in. Yet because he was so 
sure he was the “smart” one 
he never bothered to exam-
ine his initial observation. 

Folks, there’s a reason 
why phrases like “don’t 
judge a book by its cover” 
exist. All too often, we can 
and will make snap observa-
tions that are based on flim-
sy criteria, observations that 
don’t accurately reflect the 
situation around us. Things 
like stereotypes, misinfor-
mation, and personal biases 
can fuel this phenomenon. 
That extra minute or to we 
take in investigating matters 
can make quite a bit of dif-
ference.

Reading The Map
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Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.

My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell

Since 1866

FREE 3 Month Trial SubscriptionFREE 3 Month Trial Subscription
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MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. 
Apply in person 103 Lake Road in Belton, 
or 603 South First in Temple. Pay based on 
experience
TFN

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters of Administration for the Estate 
of PATRICE MARIE MENDELSON, 
Deceased, were issued on August 18, 2025, 
in Cause No. 25CPB00309, pending in the 
County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, 
Texas, to: MARY CLAIRE CASTERLINE. 
All persons having claims against this 
Estate which is currently being adminis-
tered are required to present them to the 
undersigned within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law. с/о: ESTATE OF 
PATRICE MARIE MENDELSON, MARY 
CLAIRE CASTERLINE, 2256 Lenox Ridge 
Court NE, Brookhaven, GA 30319 M L Bide
 J. ERIC STOEBNER, State Bar No.: 
24049619, 2106 Bird Creek Drive, Temple, 
TX 76502, Telephone: (254) 771-1855, 
Facsimile: (254) 771-2082 ,E-mail: eric@
templelawoffice.com
08.28

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Leah Payne, any Unknown Father and 
All Whom It May Concern, Respondents, in 
the hereinafter-styled and numbered cause: 
You have been sued. You may employ an 
attorney. If you or your attorney do not file 
a written answer with the clerk who issued 
this citation by 10 a.m. on the Monday 
next following the expiration of 20 days 
after you were served this citation and 
petition, a default judgment may be taken 
against you. The Original Petition of the 
Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services, Petitioner, was filed in the 146th 
Judicial District Court of Bell County, 
Texas, on May 29, 2025, against Leah 
Payne and Unknown Father, Respondent(s), 
numbered 25DFAM354126, and entitled “In 
the Interest of BABY BOY PAYNE, minor 
child.” The suit requests to terminate the 
parent-child relationships and/or to appoint 
a managing conservator of the child. The 
date and place of birth of the child who is 
the subject of the suit is: 
BABY BOY PAYNE, DOB: May 23, 2025, 
Place of birth: Texas 
The court has authority in this suit to render 
an order in the child’s interest that will be 
binding on you, including the termination of 
the parent-child relationship, the determina-
tion of paternity, and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent to the 
child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attorney 

for plaintiff is Susan Parker, Bell County 
Attorney’s Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, 
TX 76513 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
the Court at Belton, Texas, this the 19th day 
of August 
2025 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell 
County, Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 
909, Belton, TX 76513 
By: C. Rodriguez Deputy.
08.28

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Daryl Thomas, any Unknown Father and 
All Whom It May Concern, Respondents, in 
the hereinafter-styled and numbered cause: 
You have been sued. You may employ 
an attorney. If you or your attorney do 
not file a written answer with the clerk 
who issued this citation by 10 a.m. on the 
Monday next following the expiration of 
20 days after you were served this cita-
tion and petition, a default judgment may 
be taken against you. The Original Petition 
of the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services, Petitioner, was filed 
in the 146th Judicial District Court of Bell 
County, Texas, on March 7, 2025, against 
Tarsala Travis, Deshawn Tatum, Daryl 
Thomas, Elliott Cameron, Respondent(s), 
numbered 25DFAM352248, and entitled 
“In the Interest of LASHAWNA TATUM, 
et al., minor children.” The suit requests to 
terminate the parent-child relationships and/
or to appoint a managing conservator of the 
children. The date and place of birth of the 
children who are the subject of the suit are: 
LASHAWNA TATUM, DOB: April 27, 
2019, Place of birth: Unknown, DA’MAURI 
TRAVIS, DOB: April 5, 2022, Place of 
birth: Unknown ,ROYALTY CAMERON, 
DOB: May 23, 2023, Place of birth: 
Unknown, KINGSTON CAMERON, DOB: 
June 19, 2024, Place of birth: Unknown 
The court has authority in this suit to render 
an order in the children’s interest that will 
be binding on you, including the termination 
of the parent-child relationship, the determi-
nation of paternity, and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent to the 
child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attorney 
for plaintiff is Susan Parker, Bell County 
Attorney’s Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, 
TX 76513 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
the Court at Belton, Texas, this the 19th day 
of  August 2025. 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell 
County, Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 
909, Belton, TX 76513 
By: C. Rodriguez Deputy. 
08.28

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF ELMER RICHARD 
DAVIS, DECEASED

 NOTICE is hereby given that original 
Letters of Testamentary were issued on 
August 19. 2025. in a proceeding styled 
Estate of Elmer Richard Davis. Deceased, 

in Cause Number 25CPB00434. pending in 
the County Court At Law #1 of Bell County, 
Texas. Claims may be presented in care of 
the attorney for the Independent Executrix, 
addressed as follows : Yong Ok Highbaugh 
Independent Executrix of the Estate of 
Elmer Richard Davis. Deceased c/o Burk 
Roberts,  Roberts  &Roberts. I..L.P. 2501 
East Elms Rd.. Ste. A Killeen. Texas 76542-
3023 All persons having claims against this 
estate, which is currently being adminis-
tered, are required to present them within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law. Signed on August 20. 2025. 
Roberts &Roberts. L.L.P.. Attorneys for 
Yong Ok Highbaugh
 By: Burk Roberts
08.28

NOTICE TO  ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

THE ESTAE OF ANDREAS S. 
MIHALAKEAS, DECEASED

 NOTICE is hereby given that original 
Letters of Testamentary were issued on 
August 19, 2025 in a proceeding styled 
Estate of Andreas S. Mihalakeas, Deceased, 
in Cause Number 25CPB00472, pending 
in the County Court At Law #1 of Bell 
County, Texas. Claims may be presented 
in care of the attorney for the Independent 
Executrix, addressed as follows : Laura Ann 
Mihalakeas Independent Executrix of the 
Estate of Andreas S. Mihalakeas. Deceased, 
c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts &Roberts. L.L.P., 
2501 East Elms Rd.. Ste. A, Killeen. Texas 
76542-3023 
All persons having claims against this 
estate, which is currently being adminis-
tered, are required to present them within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law, Signed on August 20, 2025.
 Roberts & Roberts. L.L.P., Attorneys for 
Laura Ann Mihalakeas
 By: Burk Roberts
08.28

NOTICE TO  ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

THE ESTAE OF WILMA MARIE 
AGUIRRE, DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original 
Tellers of Testamentary were issued on 
August 19. 2025 in a proceeding styled 
Estate of Wilma Marie Aguirre. Deceased, 
in Cause Number 25CPB00471. pending 
in the County Court At Law #1 of Bel! 
County. Texas. Claims may be presented 
in care of the attorney for the Independent 
Executor, addressed as follows: Tommy Lee 
Aguirre Independent Executor of the Estate 
of Wilma Marie Aguirre, Deceased, c/o 
Burk Roberts, Roberts  & Roberts. L.L.P., 
2501 East Elms Rd., Ste. A ,Killeen. Texas 
76542-3023 
All persons having claims against this 
estate, which is currently being adminis-
tered, are required to present them within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law. Signed on August 20. 2025. 
Roberts & Roberts. L.L.P.. Attorneys for 
Tommy Lee Aguirre
 By: Burk Roberts
08.28

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800 (254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied and Insured

50 Years Local Experience

Free Estimates

• Seamless Gutters • Seamless Gutters 

• Window Replacement• Window Replacement
• Custom Cabinets• Custom Cabinets

• Counter Tops• Counter Tops
• Window Screens• Window Screens

  RoofingRoofing    

EMPLOYMENT LEGALS LEGALS
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THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 23CPB00471

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
BRANDON SCOTT BIDDLE, Applicant, 
on August 21, 2025, filed an application 
to determine heirship and for letters of 
independent administration in a proceed-
ing styled: CHARLES EARL BIDDLE, 
Deceased, and bearing the number 
23CPB00471 in the County Court of Bell 
County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid 
Application after the expiration of ten days, 
exclusive of the day of publication, from the 
date this citation is published which will be 
August 28, 2025 in the County Court at Law 
#1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, 
Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the 
time set for said hearing by filing a written 
contest or answer to said application should 
they desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed 
in the office of Shelley Coston, County 
Clerk, Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, 
Belton, Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for 
applicant is: STEVEN E. BLYTHE, PO 
BOX 2088, 319 N THIRD ST, TEMPLE TX 
76503 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in 
compliance with the Law, serve it by pub-
lication once in a newspaper of the general 
circulation in this, the County in which the 
decedent last resided as required by Section 
202.052 of the Texas Estate Code, for not 
less than ten days before the return day 
hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, 
and the date of publication said newspaper 
bears shall be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on August 21, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell 
County, Texas, PO Box 48,0 1201 Huey 
Road, Belton, TX 76513 
By Sophia Nieto Deputy
08.28

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Any Unknown Father and All Whom It 

May Concern, Respondents, in the herein-
after-styled and -numbered cause: You have 
been sued. You may employ an attorney. If 
you or your attorney do not file a written 
answer with the clerk who issued this cita-
tion by 10 a.m. on the Monday next follow-
ing the expiration of 20 days after you were 
served this citation and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken against you. The 
Original Petition of the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services, Petitioner, 
was filed in the 146th Judicial District 
Court of Bell County, Texas, on June 2, 
2025, against Phyllis Heier, also known 
as Phyllis Wickens, and Unknown Father, 
Respondent(s), numbered 25DFAM354195, 
and entitled “In the Interest of ISABELLE 
WICKENS, minor child.” The suit requests 
to terminate the parent-child relationships 
and/or to appoint a managing conservator of 
the child. The date and place of birth of the 
child who is the subject of the suit is: 
ISABELLE WICKENS, DOB: December 
31, 2019, Place of birth: Texas 
The court has authority in this suit to render 
an order in the child’s interest that will be 
binding on you, including the termination of 
the parent-child relationship, the determina-
tion of paternity, and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent to the 
child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attorney 
for plaintiff is Susan Parker, Bell County 
Attorney’s Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, 
TX 76513 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
the Court at Belton, Texas, this the 22nd day 
of  August 
2025 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell 
County, Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 
909, Belton, TX 76513 
By: C. Rodriguez Deputy
08.28

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF RONALD THOMAS 
CLUP, DECEASED

NO’I’ICE is hereby given that original 
Letters of Administration were issued on 
August 22,
2025 in a proceeding styled Estate of 
Ronald Thomas Culp. Deceased, in Cause 

Number
25CPB00255, pending in the County Court 
At Law #1 of Bell County. Texas.
Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Independent Administrator,
addressed as follows; Randy Thomas Culp 
Independent Administrator With Will 
Annexed of the Estate of Ronald Thomas 
Culp. Deceased, c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts 
&Roberts. L.L.P,.2501 East Elms Rd„ Ste. 
A,
Killeen. Texas 76542-3023
All persons having claims against this 
estate, which is currently being adminis-
tered, are
required to present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law.
Signed on August 25, 2025.
Roberts & Roberts. L.L.P.. Attorneys for 
Randy Thomas
By: Burk Roberts
08.28

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF YOUNG S. 
LOWRANCE, DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original 
Letters of Testamentary were issued on 
August 22.
2025. in a proceeding styled Estate of 
Young  S. Lowrance, Deceased, in Cause 
Number
25CPB00356. pending in the County Court 
At Law #1 of Bell County. Texas.
Claims may be presented in care of the 
attorney for the Independent Executrix, 
addressed
as follows: Vicky Leigh Aguirre 
Independent Executrix of the Estate of 
Young S. Lowrance. Deceased
c / o B u r k R o b e r t s, Roberts &Roberts. 
L.L.P., 2501 East Elms Rd.. Ste. A,
Killeen. Texas 76542-3023
All persons having claims against this 
estate, which is currently being adminis-
tered, are
required to present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law.
Signed on August 25. 2025.
Roberts & Roberts. L.L.P., Attorneys for 
Vicky Leigh Aguirre.
By: Burk Roberts
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OUR HEARTS ARE FULL

We were so happy to see our BISD Delta students for 
the first time today after a long, long summer without
them. Not only are they absolute sweethearts, but they
are a God-send to any small business in town. They

volunteer their time, a couple hours a week, and get 
done 100 times what I would be able to accomplish 
in a day. We would love for you to subscribe to the
Belton Journal or renew your subscription for just 
$20 a year, and we will donate half to the Delta
program. These kiddos are working hard to fill
Senior Expo bags for you. Hope you enjoy them!

THANK YOU DELTA FRIENDS!

SUBSCRIBE NOW 

ONLY $20
ANNUALLY

SUPPORT
BISD DELTA 
18+ STUDENTS 

KIMBERLY    512.540.6875



FOR FREE
TICKETS:

BELLCOUNTY
SENIOREXPO
2025.EVENT
BRITE.COM

25
0

 Y
EA

RS OF COURAGE & SACR
IFIC

E
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OUR MILITARY 

$10,000 

BASE AT EXTRACO EVENTS
CENTER IN WACO

MARCH 17,  2026

512.540.6875

15TH ANNUAL
BELL COUNTY
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TUESDAY, 
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8A-1P

BELL COUNTY 

EXPO CENTER
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DOOR PRIZES
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BOOTHS!!

GRAND
PRIZE 

$1200+ WORTH 

OF GIFT CARDS

Favorite SalesGirl   &
Bell County Senior Expo

HEART OF TEXAS 
SENIOR EXPO 

REPORT IMMEDIATELY TO T�E

INCLUDING A 5 DAY CRUISE!!
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(254) 939-6700

*Open 7 Days a Week*
“Bring your own tools”

4497 W. Hwy. 190 • Belton

BudgetBudget

We Pay Top 
Dollar for Junk Cars!
We Can Haul it Too!

Cash$$ $$

254-231-0583

BellCountyMuseum.Org 
201 N. Main St. Belton

Bell County Museum

Open  till Open  till 
September  13thSeptember  13th

A Sense of Place: Art 
of Billy Hassell

www.scottisitalianice.com

219 S East Street Belton, TX 76513
(Behind The Gin)

Catering & Events:
Available year-round for birthdays, Available year-round for birthdays, 

corporate events, school functions, corporate events, school functions, 
weddings, and more.weddings, and more.
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Scotti’s Italian Ice is a small, veteran-owned family 
business dedicated to serving refreshing, authentic 
Italian ice, reminiscent of what owner Ann Scotti 
enjoyed growing up on the Jersey Shore.

“I’m proud to introduce our East Coast favorite to 
the Belton community. I’m originally from the Jersey 
Shore. I grew up in Lighthouse and would visit Ralph’s, 
saying to myself, ‘I want to do that one day,’” said Ann 
Scotti. Ann and her daughter Mikayla enjoyed Italian 
ices during summer trips to New Jersey before moving 
to Texas after she and her husband served in the Army.

“Italian ice is a gourmet version of shaved ice. It has 
a soft, smooth texture, created in a special machine,” 
explained Mikayla. “The business is named after my 
dad, Dan Scotti, whose go-getter attitude inspired my 
mom.”

The product is made with all-natural ingredients, and 
the cookies and cream flavor tastes just like cookies. 
“I really enjoy seeing the kids’ reactions. They say, 
‘It’s good because the flavor is authentic, natural, and 
delicious,’” said Ann. A three-ounce cup of Italian ice 
contains only 70 calories, compared to 160 calories 
in a three-ounce cup of ice cream. The Italian ices 
are crafted using all-natural ingredients like agave, 

real fruit, and cookies. They are kosher-certified and 
lactose-free.

The Italian ice flavor options include cookie dough, 
cookies and cream, chocolate fudge, brownie, and cap-
puccino. They also offer water ice flavors such as USA 
rainbow (blue raspberry, cherry, and lemon), water-
melon, and a sugar-free lemon that tastes just as good.

In addition to Italian ice, they sell cannolis, fresh-
squeezed lemonades, and Italian sodas. “We can add 
flavors like strawberry, blue raspberry, and cherry 
to the lemonades,” Mikayla noted. The Italian sodas 
come in sixteen-ounce plastic cups and are available in 
flavors such as piña colada, mango, and blue Hawaii. 
They are low-calorie because they are made with club 
soda and topped with cream and whipped cream.

“A cannoli is a shell made from dough wrapped 
around a metal rod, filled with ricotta cheese, powdered 
sugar, chocolate chips, and orange zest,” explained 
Mikayla. “Dad always took me for cannoli and Italian 
ice in the summer. It’s very nostalgic to relive those 
summer memories. They are located at 219 S. East 
St., behind the Gin, and their hours are Friday and 
Saturday from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

Scotti’s Italian Ice brings the Jersey Shore to BeltonScotti’s Italian Ice brings the Jersey Shore to Belton

Business ShowcaseBusiness Showcase

Senate sends new congressional map to governor
By Richard Lee
Special to the Journal 

The Senate on Saturday voted in favor of a new 
congressional district map that its author believes will 
increase the number of Republicans Texas sends to 
Washington, D.C.

This issue sparked House Democrats to leave the 
state for two weeks to delay passage and raised a na-
tional debate on mid-decade partisan redistricting. 
They were successful in blocking the legisla-tion dur-
ing the first special session, but Governor Greg Abbott 
vowed to call as many sessions as necessary to pass 
the bill.

With no end in sight, House Democrats returned 
last week and allowed that chamber to reestab-lish a 
quorum. Able to conduct business again, the House 
quickly passed the new maps along a par-ty line vote 
Monday. 

The bill, HB 4, is slightly different than the ver-
sion passed by the Senate in the first special ses-
sion, though these differences aren’t significant, said 
Weatherford senator and bill author Phil King.

Like that bill, King said this map meets the three 
criteria he used to guide the process: a map that com-
plied with all applicable laws, a map that improved 
partisan performance for Republicans, and a map that 
made the state’s congressional districts more compact 

than the current map.
Though redistricting is required after each decen-

nial census, King said that the legislature is per-mitted 
to take up the issue whenever it wills.

“Courts have well recognized this broad author-
ity, therefore it is perfectly legal for us to have HB 4 
before us today,” he said.

While there are legal standards regarding drawing 
district lines based on race, courts have ruled that par-
tisanship is a legitimate basis for determining district 
boundaries. King said he only con-sidered political 
performance when drawing lines.

“I have not reviewed any racial data,” said King. 
“In contrast to the complications that are involved 
with race-based redistricting, political performance is 
really a pretty easy map to draw and it’s ab-solutely 
permissible as a basis for drawing electoral districts.”

Based on 2024 voting trends, the new map would 
elect five more Republicans to the state’s con-gres-
sional delegation, which currently stands at a 25 to 13 
Republican/Democratic split.

That doesn’t mean it will do that in 2026, said 
King.

“There are no guarantees,” he said. “There are 
competitive districts in here now, more competitive 
than the current map, and I have no idea who’s going 
to run for what office.”

Though King said the map is race-blind, Demo-

crats opposed to the map pointed out that the result of 
the next election could very well reduce the number 
of minority representatives in the state’s congressional 
delegation.

“Since the Civil War, African-Americans have 
been able to work with different persons in the legis-
lative body and the courts in order to get four African-
American representatives in Congress,” Dal-las Sena-
tor Royce West told King. “What your map does, is 
it reduces it to two…I call that retro-gression.” Other 
members decried the map for carving up communities 
and diluting the voting power of black and Hispanic 
Texans. 

Following passage of the new map, Lt. Governor 
Dan Patrick released a statement praising the measure.

“This is a significant step forward — Texas’ Con-
gressional Redistricting Map will now more accu-
rately reflect our state,” he said.“ The people of Texas 
expect and deserve a Congress that repre-sents their 
values.”

The bill now sits on Governor Abbott’s desk, 
where it will soon be signed.

“I promised we would get this done, and deliv-
ered on that promise,” Abbott said in a statement. “I 
thank Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick for leading the 
passage in the Senate of a bill that ensures our maps 
reflect Texans’ voting preferences.”

Fundraiser scheduled to support efforts to build new MPR library
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

A new nonprofit organization is working to build 
a new library in Morgan’s Point Resort.

Friends of Mary Ruth Briggs Library is working 
to build a standalone facility that will expand hours 
to evenings and Saturdays to better serve residents of 
all ages, according to Linda Bridges, MPR Economic 
Development Corporation president.

“Right now, the library is housed within City 
Hall,” Bridges said. “The library faces frequent clo-
sures due to administrative needs such as meetings 
and municipal court. City Hall is in need of expanded 
space, so the Friends are working to build a stand-

alone library.”
To kick off fundraising efforts for a new library, 

the Friends will host a special Oktoberfest celebration 
from 1 to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct . 4, at Ansay Park, 
located between Thistle and Lake Forest Drive.

The event — the Page Turner’s Party — will be 
part of the City’s Community Yard Sale and will in-
clude:

•	 A Jam Session Challenge for volunteer musi-
cians and vocalists.

•	 A beginner’s line-dance class.
•	 Two bounce houses for kids.
•	 A German Food cooking contest.
•	 A Bratwurst Plate fundraiser.
•	 Beer from Bold Republic Brewing.

•	 The Papa Bear Kettle food truck with burg-
ers, hot dogs, nachos, fries, shaved ice, kettle corn and 
cotton candy.

“The volunteer-driven celebration will offer resi-
dents with a place to gather in the spirit of Oktober-
fest, especially after the annual SummerFest was can-
celled,” Bridges said.

“We are seeking helping hands for the event setup 
and take down, the kid-zone safety, parking assistance 
and DJ support for open dancing,” she said.

“Let’s turn the page together toward a brighter, 
more connected future for Morgan’s Point Resort.”

Bridges said the group will hold its annual board 
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 26, at 1:30. p.m. at the cur-
rent location, 8 Morgan’s Point Blvd.
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