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Belton and Salado middle school students receive state awards
Special to the Journal 

Ujunwa Ogwudu, a 7th grade student at 
Belton Middle School has been awarded a 
first place in the state for the 7th grade for an 
American History essay by the Texas Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolution. The 
American History essay contest is a national 
essay contest for students in the 5-8th grade. 
The essay topic was “A Different Kind of a 
Tea Party” and asked the students to write 
about one of the several tea party protests 
that took place prior to the American Revolu-
tion. Ujunwa wrote on the Edenton tea party 
which took place in Edenton, North Carolina 
in October 1774. Ujunwa is an excellent aca-
demic student and athlete. She plays tennis 
on the BMS tennis team and volunteers for 

the Touch Root Foundation which provides 
water wells for people in Nigeria. 

Tristan Kubiak, a 5th grade student at 
Thomas Arnold Elementary School in Sal-
ado, has been awarded a first place in the 
state for the 5th grade American History es-
say by the Texas Society, Daughters of the 
American Revolution. The essay topic was 
“A Different Kind of a Tea Party” and asked 
the students to write about one of the several 
tea party protests that took place prior to the 
American Revolution. Tristan wrote on the 
Edenton tea party which took place in Eden-
ton, North Carolina in October 1774. Tristan 
is an excellent academic student and loves 
basketball. He enjoys writing and recently 
won 1st place in UIL ready writing for the 
third time in a row. 

Both students were sponsored by the 
Betty Martin Chapter, National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Tem-
ple, Texas.

The National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) is a women’s 
service organization whose members can 
trace their lineage to an individual who con-
tributed to securing American independence 
during the Revolutionary War. Today’s DAR 
is dynamic and diverse, with over 185,000 
members in 3,000 chapters in the United 
States and abroad. DAR members annually 
provide millions of hours of volunteer ser-
vice to their local communities across the 

See AWARDS, 
Page A2

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Leadership Belton hosted by the Belton Chamber 
of Commerce is working on a project to improve Mill-
er Heights Park. 

They presented their project at the Belton Lion’s 
Club Meeting at the Dead Fish Grill on Thursday, 
March 27.

“We are excited this Leadership Belton Project 
will improve quality of life for Miller Heights Park 
and the surrounding community. It’s a great program 
and opportunity for leaders in our community to learn 
about the City of Belton and get involved. They are 
working hard to solicit sponsors to add amenities to the 
park and upgrade it,” said Randy Pittenger, President 
and CEO of the Belton Area Chamber of Commerce.

Leadership Belton teaches leadership skills in a 

Leadership Belton 
team presents Miller 
Heights Park Project

By DANIEL MOCTEZUMA
The Belton Journal 

The City of Belton hosted the 
first Legends on the Chisholm 
Trail event on March 29–30 at The 
Landing at Creekside Park to cel-
ebrate the city’s 175th anniversary.

The event featured Apache 
Crown Dancers, Native American 
flute performances, chuck-wagon 
food, cowboy church, vendors, and 
educational displays from groups 
such as the Buffalo Soldier Pro-
gram by Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Leila Valchar, one of the event 
organizers, said the idea developed 
from two separate con-versations, 
one about a chuckwagon cook-off 
and another about a Native Ameri-
can flute and frybread event. 

Valchar said the goal was to 
bring both elements together to re-
flect the city’s Native and Western 
history.

“This is our novel event. We’re 

hoping to grow it to become a very 
big event in the future,” Valchar 
said.

The Diamond Creek Crown 
Dancers traveled from White Riv-
er, Arizona, to perform a tradition-
al Apache ceremony. 

Vick White Hawk Castillo, 
the group’s elder, said the dance is 
spiritual and meant to offer protec-
tion and blessings.

“We’re coming out to bless 
Belton,” Castillo said. “Even in 
Native communities, people don’t 
see these Crown Dancers often.”

Teresa Velasquez, who helped 
coordinate the performance, said 
she contacted the dancers through 
a connection from previous pow-
wow events. Velasquez also ran 
the Indian taco and frybread booth 
with help from her family.

“We want to bring back the 
powwow tradition and our culture 
to the Belton area,” Velasquez said.

Chuckwagon meals were 

served for free by volunteers. 
Dishes included beef tips, chili 
verde, cowboy beans, green beans 
with sausage, jalapeño cream corn, 
biscuits, and cobbler. 

Jesse Salsido, one of the 
cooks, said the food was based on 
historical trail meals but expanded 
for variety.

Attendee Nicole Douglas said 
she came with her daughter to lis-
ten to music and see the vendors.

“It was very unique, some-
thing I had never seen before,” she 
said about the Crown Dancers’ per-
formance.

Texas Parks and Wildlife in-
terpreters represented the Buffalo 
Soldier Program with uniforms, ar-
tifacts, and educational materials.

“We try to show a broad per-
spective of frontier life,” said in-
terpreter Ricky Dolifka. “It wasn’t 

Belton marks 175th anniversary 
with Legends on the Chisholm Trail

See LEADERSHIP, 
Page A2

TUES & WED 8A-5P
THURSDAY 8A-9P
SOME FRIDAYS

9A-12P 

MEDICAL CLINIC
(254) 939-9500

DENTAL CLINIC

(254) 613-5052

TUESDAY 
8A - 5P

THURSDAY
 6P - 9P 

We serve East
 Bell County

residents who
have no health
 insurance or

income. 

Special to the Journal 

The Education Service 
Center Region 12 Technol-
ogy Foundation surprised 
ten Region 12 educators 
with $83,400 in grant funds 
during the weeks of March 
17 and March 24. 

These grant funds will 
support education technol-
ogy projects that are expect-
ed to impact 5,582 students 
in ten school districts. 

Belton ISD received 

$14,052 to purchase Drone-
Blocks’ autonomous drone 
kits to equip elementary stu-
dents with essential coding, 
STEM and digital literacy 
skills. 

“These grants are more 
than just funding—they’re 
investments in innovation, 
creativity, and hands-on 
learning for our students,” 
said Kenny Berry, Execu-

See GRANTS, 
Page A2
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Belton Journal/Michelle Rodriguez
Members of Leadership Belton class of 2025 
Leah Hodges, Realtor with H2 Realty Team, 
Delilah Ramirez, Senior Relationship Banker with 
Extraco Bank, and Lindsey Weaver, Assistant City 
Clerk for the City of Belton, present information 
about Project Miller Heights Park to the Belton 
Lion’s Club, and Jennah Gliha, President of Bel-
ton Lion’s Club.

Belton ISD among 10 school districts receiving technology grants

Courtesy Photo 
Belton ISD receives a grant in the amount of $14,052 to purchase DroneBlocks’ autonomous drone kits to 
equip elementary students with essential coding, STEM and digital literacy skills. 

Belton Journal/Daniel Moctezuma
The Diamond Creek Crown Dancers perform a traditional Apache ceremony during Legends on the Ch-
isholm Trail in Belton last Saturday.

See LEGENDS, 
Page A2
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Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a community-
contributed submission of material and falls under 
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your original work. Submissions sent from third par-
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• Submissions used become a permanent part of 
the Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue 

of appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
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agree to its terms.
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10-month program focusing on commu-
nity awareness training, leadership train-
ing, and team building. Each class works 
on a community project.

“We are in the class of 2025. It start-
ed during the summer and goes through 
June. I’ve learned a ton about the com-
munity: what the Belton community has 
to offer as far as jobs, services, health-
care, and schools. Since I’m in real es-
tate, I can share that with my clients in 
Belton. I’ve met a ton of community 
leaders,” said Realtor Leah Hodges with 
H2 Realty Team

Hodges, Delilah Ramirez, Senior 
Relationship Banker with Extraco Bank, 
and Lindsey Weaver, Assistant City 
Clerk for the City of Belton, presented 
the information about the project.

“We are a team of six. There are 
12 in our class of 2025 divided into 
two groups. One of my team members, 
Chad Ruff, actually lives in the area and 
knows the park has needs, like dog sta-
tions. We reached out to the Parks and 
Recreation Department and mentioned 
Miller Heights was the park in biggest 
need, especially the basketball court. So, 
we started planning how we could get 
the basketball court resurfaced, add dog 
waste stations, a park bench, and land-
scaping if we raise enough funds at the 
end,” said Hodges.

Their goal is to raise $20,000. As of 
March 12, they have received 16 percent 
of their goal. Their target date is May 1, 
2025. They are accepting one-time con-
tributions and sponsorship opportuni-

ties, such as a $5,000 diamond sponsor, 
a branding opportunity for a company’s 
name or logo printed on the court with a 
ribbon cutting this Spring, press release 
recognition, videos, and photos for so-
cial media; a $2,500 gold sponsor for a 
new park bench with an engraved plaque 
to honor the donation for years to come, 
ribbon cutting, press release recognition, 
videos, and photos for social media; a 
$1,000 silver sponsor for landscaping 
markers with name, ribbon-cutting, press 
release recognition, videos, and photos 
for social media; a $500 bronze spon-
sor for supporting the re-surfacing, new 
goals, and planting of trees and shrubs 
to beautify the park, ribbon cutting press 
release recognition, videos, and photos 
for social media.

“The park’s current amenities in-
clude: 6.2 acres of land, a basketball 
court, four BBQ grills, a drinking foun-
tain, a horseshoe pit, four picnic tables, a 
playground, and a ½-mile walking trail,” 
said James Grant, CPTM, Director of 
Parks and Recreation.

Current donors are Pinnacle View, 
First Community Title, Covington Re-
alty, Vista Real Estate, First Texas Bank, 
Paysee Insurance, Tejas Land and Title, 
and Extraco Bank.

For more information visit https://
leadershipbelton.my.canva.site or con-
tact Lindsay Weaver by phone at 408-
613-7572 or email at lweaver@belton-
texas.gov or visit the Belton Chamber of 
Commerce office at 412 E. Central Ave.

Leadership -  From Page A1

tive Director of ESC Region 12. “By equip-
ping classrooms with cutting-edge technol-
ogy, we are empowering educators to inspire 
the next generation of problem-solvers and 
critical thinkers.”

China Spring ISD’s Elementary School 
received $1,838.10 to purchase a Glowforge 
Aura 3D Printer that will allow students 
to bring creative designs to life and foster 
problem-solving and engagement.

Cranfills Gap ISD received $6,867.32 
to purchase a camera and video equipment 
for 5th-grade students to enhance their 
weekly news show that covers local and na-
tional news.

Iredell ISD received $7,110.00 to pur-
chase a camera and video equipment for 
students to produce a weekly newscast that 
will enhance ELAR curriculum and foster 
media skills.

Lorena ISD’s Primary School received 
$15,000.00 to purchase a QTRobot to inte-
grate robotics into the classroom and pro-
vide students with hands-on learning and 
collaboration opportunities.

Mart ISD received $7,289.10 to pur-
chase NEWYES Scan Reader Pens to give 
students with dyslexia an accessible tool to 

improve their reading independence and 
confidence.

Mildred ISD received $8,830.00 to pur-
chase video equipment to provide students 
with valuable multimedia skills through 
hands-on training in videography and video 
editing. 

Morgan ISD received $15,000.00 to 
purchase drones to enhance STEM educa-
tion by giving middle and high school stu-
dents hands-on robotics and coding experi-
ences. 

Waco ISD’s Waco High School re-
ceived $7,500.00 to purchase professional 
photography equipment to help students 
gain practical experience to boost their tech-
nical skills and creative confidence.

West ISD’s Elementary School re-
ceived the 2025 Technology Foundation 
Special Grant Award. The campus received 
two Eyeclick Interactive Projectors (One 
BEAM Pro and one OBIE) to provide all 
students with immersive, hands-on learning 
experiences.

Including these grant awards, the ESC 
Region 12 Technology Foundation has 
awarded $778,205 to Region 12 schools and 
served 38,285 students in Central Texas.

Grants -  From Page A1

TOP: Ujunwa Ogwudu, 
a 7th grade student at 
Belton Middle School, 
receives her first place 
recognition in the 
Texas Society, Daugh-
ters of the American 
Revolution American 
History essay con-
test. She is pictured 
with Susan Johnston, 
Texas State Regent 
(left) and Missy Rob-
erts, Texas State Chair 
for American History 
(right).
BOTTOM: Tristan, a 
5th grade student at 
Salado Middle School, 
receives his first place 
recognition. – Courtesy 
Photo

Awards-  From Page A1
country and world. DAR chapters par-
ticipate in projects to promote historic 
preservation, education, and patrio-
tism. Over one million members have 
joined the organization since its found-

ing in 1890.
If you are interested in learning 

more about membership, contact bet-
tymartinchapterregent@gmail.com.

Legends -  From Page A1
just fighting. They built roads, made 
maps, and supported infrastructure.”

James Duncan of the Four Winds In-

tertribal Society led a prayer and wreath 
ceremony in memory of Paula Taylor, a 
founding member of the organization.

Belton Journal/Daniel Moctezuma
ABOVE: Ricky Dolifka portrays an officer of the Ninth Cavalry as part of the 
Buffalo Soldier Program presented by Texas Parks and Wildlife TOP: Jesse 
Salsido prepares and serves traditional trail food from a chuckwagon during 
Legends on the Chisholm Trail in Belton on Saturday.
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Obituaries
Alexander 

Ruthie Nell Alexander 
April 26, 1950 – 
March 24, 2025 

  
Ruthie Nell Alexander, age 74, of Temple, passed from 

this life Monday, March 24, 2025. Services will be held at 
Bethel Church in Temple on Thursday, April 3, 2025, with a 
visitation starting at 11 a.m. and funeral service immediately 
following at 12 p.m. Burial will be in Central Texas State Vet-
erans Cemetery in Killeen on Monday, April 7, 2025, at 10 
a.m.

Ruthie Nell was born on April 26, 1950, in Rosebud, Tex-
as, to Morris and Dorthula (Anderson) Alexander. She was the 
sixth of seven children and grew up in a loving and close-knit 
family.

Ruthie Nell attended the Rosebud Public Schools, grad-
uating in the Class of 1968. She continued her education at 
Temple Community College, where she excelled academi-
cally, graduating as the Salutatorian with a degree in nursing, 
becoming a Licensed Vocational Nurse.

With a deep passion for caring for others, Ruthie Nell had 
a dedicated career in vocational nursing. She worked at Scott 
& White Hospital for 11 years before continuing her career at 
Regency Manor, where she served for another 38 years until 
her retirement in 2023. Her kindness and compassion left a 
lasting impact on her patients, many of whom fondly remem-
bered and appreciated her care.

Beyond her career, Ruthie Nell embraced life with joy. 
She loved reading, playing bingo, traveling, and spending 
cherished moments with her children and grandchildren. She 
held a special place in her heart for her grandson Mahki, they 
had a bond like no other. Ruthie Nell was a woman with a 
sweet spirit and wise soul.

On August 29, 2008, Ruthie Nell married Robert Louis 
Greene, in Temple, Texas. Together, they shared years of com-
panionship and love.

Ruthie Nell was a devoted mother to her four children: 
Lenora, Johnny, Jessica, and Tiffany Alexander. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, Morris and Dorthula Alexan-
der; her brothers, Samuel Rueben and Lenord Alexander; her 
sisters, Mattie Mae Alexander, Jessie Mae (Alexander) Allen, 
and Ruby Jean (Alexander) Smiley; her beloved husband, 
Robert Greene; and her son, Johnny Lamont Alexander.

She leaves behind to celebrate her life and cherish her 
memory one sister Della Lee House of Waco Texas; her 
daughters Lenora, Jessica, and Tiffany Alexander, all of Tem-
ple, Texas; her grandchildren, Christian, Johnny, Tierra, Bri-
anna (Andre’) Pitts, Jaynasiah, Jaylah, Jazzyah, and Mahki; 
and her great-grandchildren, La’Noria, Ava, and Elianna. She 
is also survived by a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and dear 
friends who will forever hold her in their hearts.

Ruthie Nell Alexander’s legacy of love, kindness, and de-
votion to her immediate and extended family and friends will 
never be forgotten.

Austin 
Marily Farias Austin 
September 25, 1940 – 

March 23, 2025 
  

Marilyn Farias Austin, 84, born on September 25, 1940, 
in Sherman, Texas, passed away peacefully on Sunday, March 
23, 2025, at a local hospital in Temple, Texas. She was a re-
markable individual whose impact on her community and 
loved ones will be cherished for generations to come.

Marilyn’s educational journey began in Sherman, Texas 
till she moved to Irving, Texas, where she graduated from 
high school in 1958. Meanwhile she married her high school 
sweetheart, Joe Feldpausch. Through this union they produced 
two daughters; Carla and Jennifer. She pursued her passion for 
music and education, obtaining her Bachelor’s Degree in Mu-
sic Education from Texas Tech University and later earning a 
Master’s Degree in Piano from the University of North Texas. 
Her commitment to education extended into her professional 
life as she devoted many years to teaching public school in 
Goliad ISD and Victoria ISD. Recognizing a deeper calling, 
she furthered her studies in a seminary school in Austin, ulti-
mately becoming a Methodist Minister. Marilyn served com-

munities across North Dakota and Texas until her retirement 
in 2005 from San Angelo, where she dedicated her ministry to 
uplifting those around her.

Throughout her life, Marilyn was known for her sharp 
wit, generosity, and scholarly nature. An avid reader, she im-
mersed herself in topics ranging from economics and politics 
to novels that reflected the richness of human experience. She 
cherished her Mexican heritage, which she expressed through 
her service to the community and her heartfelt ministry.

Marilyn was not only a devoted educator and minister but 
also a loving mother. She was immensely proud of her daugh-
ters, Carla Siegle and her husband Daniel, and Jennifer Butler, 
forging deep and meaningful bonds with them that will last 
forever. Her unwavering support and guidance left an indelible 
mark on their lives. In addition to her daughters, she is sur-
vived by her brother, Robert Farias Austin and his wife Irina 
Chausovsky, along with five beloved grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Dr. Robert F. 
Austin and Dr. Ona Mae Austin; her husband, Bernie Kent; 
and her sister, Kathleen Steirs. Marilyn’s last words, a poi-
gnant excerpt from the poetry of Lewis Carroll—”The time 
has come to talk of many things, Of shoes, ships, and celling 
wax, Of cabbages and kings”—reflect her whimsical spirit 
and love for literature.

Marilyn’s legacy is one of love, service, and a fierce dedi-
cation to both education and community. Her fiery passion 
as a crusader for the poor and her servant’s heart made her a 
beacon of hope for many. Her presence will be sorely missed, 
but her spirit will continue to inspire those who were fortunate 
enough to know her.

In lieu of flowers please consider making a memorial do-
nation to a homeless shelter of your choice

A special thank you to Baylor Scott and White for their 
compassionate care.

Arrangements are under the direction of Sabrina Young 
at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home and Bereavement Center.

Wentrcek 
Mildred Jeannette Wentrcek

July 13, 1942 – 
March 23, 2025 

Mildred Jeannette Wentrcek, 83, affectionately known as 
“Gaga,” passed away peacefully on Sunday, March 23, 2025, 
in San Antonio, Texas. Born on July 13, 1942, in Cyclone, 
Texas, she leaves behind a legacy of dedication, love, and in-
spiration.

Mildred’s career as an educator spanned many years, 
where she taught in Holland Independent School District, 
Academy Independent School District, and culminated in her 
retirement from Rogers Independent School District. Her ex-
pertise in office education and typing transitioned gracefully 
into the realm of computers as technology evolved. She took 
immense pride in her work and was deeply committed to her 
students’ success, often celebrating their achievements as her 
own.

From 1948- 1951 she attended Cyclone Community 
School. She was a proud graduate in 1960 from Rogers High 
School with Honors, Mildred furthered her education at the 
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, where she graduated in 
1969 with Honors in Education as well. Her enthusiasm for 
learning was evident in her interactions with both colleagues 
and students; she was known for her friendly demeanor and 
her ability to connect with those around her.

Mildred had a vibrant personality and a zest for life. She 
was a devoted wife who married James Wentrcek in August 
of 1964 at Ocker Brethren Church and together they adopted 
their son, Jeremy Edward in December of 1974. She loved her 
new family, meanwhile cherishing the special bond she held 
with her sister, Marian Smetana, as well as with her beloved 
nieces and nephews. Her grandchildren, Joshua and Josiah 
Wentrcek, were the shining stars in her life, and she was al-
ways supportive of their academic endeavors and enjoyed her 
time feeding kolaches to her family. Her love extended not just 
to people, but also to animals; she doted on her cats, chickens, 
and her chihuahua poodle, Chewy,

Christmas held a special place in Mildred’s heart, as she 
adorned her home with beautiful decorations and inspired her 
husband to illuminate their house with festive lights. She had 
a knack for record keeping and bookkeeping, always ensuring 
that everything was organized. She was a great overseer of her 

neighbors and community. Her appreciation for knick-knacks 
and antiques added a personal touch to her home, making it a 
warm and inviting space.

Mildred’s journey in life took a difficult turn in Febru-
ary 2025 when she suffered a stroke. Following three weeks 
of hospitalization and two weeks of rehabilitation, she moved 
in with her son, Jeremy Edward Wentrcek, and daughter-in-
law, Cindy, for care. As she naturally declined, she remained 
surrounded by love and comfort until her passing, where she 
was reunited with her heavenly father, her parents Joseph and 
Marie (Kusak) Schiller, and her beloved husband, James Wen-
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against your own biases and give you the tools and education you need to manage 
your hard-earned wealth with confidence. 

In addition to providing personalized financial guidance, I also serve as a knowl-
edgeable resource and accountability partner for my clients, helping them to stay 
on track for their long-term goals. 

How can I help you reach yours?

© 2018 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered through 
Raymond James Financial Services member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered  

through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 18-BDMKT-3019

[FINANCIAL ADVISOR NAME]
[Approved Title]

[12345 Streetname] // [City, ST 00000]  
[T 000.000.0000] // [T 000.000.0000] 
[first.lastname@raymondjames.com] 
[websiteaddress.com]

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

See OBITS, 
Page A6
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Happy 
Easter

2311 S. IH 35, BELTON                                          254-939-7159

HE DIED
AND ROSE

FOR US!

Happy 
Easter!

REMEMBER:

Family Owned and Operated Since 1945

Give us a call 
254.939.5132

normanbuildingmaterials.com
1010 S. Main St. | Belton, TX 76513

Belton’s choice for 

EGGcellent 
building materials and tools 

at an affordable price.

 Hap p yEaster 
***    *******

Plan ahead for an ‘eggceptional’ Easter egg hunt
Easter is steeped in both religious and secu-

lar traditions. Each year on Easter Sunday, many 
families feast on ham or lamb. Hot cross buns 
may be served as morning treats. And faithful 
Christians may dress up in their Sunday best to 
attend religious services.

Easter egg hunts are another time-honored 
component of this festive occasion. According 
to History.com, the Easter bunny and his eggs 
may initially have been derived from stories 
about an egg-laying hare introduced to Ameri-
cans by German settlers during the 1700s. Chil-
dren would make nests and the hare would leave 
behind colored eggs.

Children often relish in the idea of scouring 
their homes and yards in search of brightly-hued 
plastic or hard-boiled eggs. A little planning on 
the part of Easter egg hunt organizers can make 
this festive tradition even more fun. 

• Set the date: If Easter egg hunts are more 
than just family affairs and involve neighbor-
hood searches or hunts with a close knit group 
of friends, it may be smart to schedule in the 
days before Easter. This helps ensure that a 
good crowd will be available. Hunts on Easter 
itself may not get as many participants because 
celebrants could be at church or celebrating pri-
vately.

• Gather supplies early. Easter decora-
tions and plastic eggs sell out rather quickly, so 
it’s wise to stock up on items as soon as they 
reach store shelves. If you’ll be using real eggs, 
consider boiling and coloring the eggs a week 
before the egg hunt so you won’t feel a time 
crunch. Simply store the dyed eggs in the refrig-
erator until ready for use. Color around six to 12 
eggs per participant.

• Designate a search area. Aim for a rela-
tively private spot for the egg hunt. A park may 

seem like a good idea, but people who were not 
included in the egg count could wander in. If you 
use a public space, rope off an area where the 
eggs will be hidden. In addition, have a backup 
plan if the weather will not cooperate. School 
gymnasiums, libraries or church recreational 
centers are some potential indoor options.

• Have pails at the ready. Some children will 
forget to bring a basket. Therefore, have extra, 
inexpensive pails or buckets on hand. Sturdy gift 
bags also work in a pinch.

• Keep ages in mind when hiding eggs. 
Avoid choosing hiding spots that can be danger-
ous or prove too difficult for kids to find the eggs. 
Prior to hiding eggs, count how many you have, 
which will help to ensure all eggs were actually 
collected later on. Next, identify hiding spots 
that will work for various ages. For example, 
toddlers will need conspicuous spots and older 
children more challenging nooks and crannies. 
A map of where every egg is hidden can help as 
well. Real eggs may not matter outdoors since 
wildlife could simply dine on any undiscovered 
eggs. However, plastic eggs are not good for the 
environment and every attempt should be made 
to collect them all.

• Send children out in stages. Let the young-
est kids go first, and then group each search team 
by ascending age. This helps make sure the old-
er kids won’t simply snatch up the more easily 
found eggs.

• Reward with prizes. Be sure each child 
has some sort of takeaway prize. However, it’s 
fine to reward the best egg hunter with a more 
substantial prize.

• Gather and celebrate. Encourage guests to 
bring a small dish to contribute. After the hunt, 
everyone can gather to enjoy some refreshments.

Did you Know?
Billions of Christians 

across the globe celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
on Easter Sunday, and that 
includes scores of children. 
Easter eggs figure promi-
nently in children’s Easter 
celebrations, and the origins 
of this tradition are older than 
youngsters may realize. His-

tory.com notes that historians 
suggest Easter eggs can be 
traced to pagan traditions that 
considered eggs a symbol of 
new life. Decorating eggs 
is a wildly popular tradition 
among modern Easter cele-
brants, and this tradition also 
has a lengthy history. Some 
historians believe the deco-

ration of eggs for Easter be-
gan in the thirteenth century, 
if not earlier. Some suggest 
eggs might have been forbid-
den during Lent, a 40-day pe-
riod of sacrifice that precedes 
Easter. Eggs were decorated 
as Lent drew to a close and 
then eaten as part of Easter 
Sunday celebrations. 
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BEST IN CLASS DIGITAL AUDIO, VIDEO & 3D     
 PREMIUM LEATHER SEATING       RESERVED SEATING AVAILABLE   
      FULL-SERVICE KITCHEN              CAFE & IN-THEATER DINING

       BLUE BELL ICE CREAM                      ONLINE TICKETING 

          2809 Oakmark Dr. Belton.                 GRANDAVENUETHEATER.COM
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      buy 1
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trcek.
She is survived by her son, Jeremy Edward Wentrcek, and 

wife Cindy; her two grandchildren, Joshua and Josiah Wen-
trcek; and her cherished chihuahua poodle, Chewy.

The family wishes to express their heartfelt gratitude to 
Santa Rita Hospice and Encompass Health and Rehabilitation 
for their compassionate care during her final days.

Mildred Jeannette Wentrcek will be remembered not just 
for her professional contributions, but for the love she shared, 
the lives she touched, and the memories created. She will be 
greatly missed by all who had the privilege of knowing her.

In lieu of flowers please consider making a memorial do-
nation to Gladney Center for Adoption, 6300 John Ryan Drive, 
Fort Worth Texas 76132.

Visitation services for Mildred Wentrcek were held on 
Monday, March 31 from 12-2 p.m. with Funeral Services at 2 
p.m. with Pastor Jim Crothers officiating at Young’s Daughters 
Funeral Home Chapel. Burial followed at Seaton Cemetery.

Arrangement were under the direction of Sabrina Young 
at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home and Bereavement Center

Ehret 
Jolene Ehret 

October 6, 1941 – 
March 21, 2025  

It is with profound sadness that we announce the peaceful 
passing of our beloved mother, Jolene Kay (Geist) Ehret, at her 
home on Friday, March 21, 2025, surrounded by her loving 
children. Jolene was a devoted mother to five children and the 
cornerstone of our family.

Jolene Kay Geist was born to Ida Rose Geist and Fred 
C. Geist on October 6, 1941, in Jamestown, North Dakota, in 
the same hospital where she would later give birth to her first 
child. She was the eldest of four sisters and is predeceased by 
her parents and her sisters, Konnie Geist and Linda Kelleran. 

A lifelong Lutheran and member of the Church of the Lu-
theran Confession body of churches, Jolene married Richard 
Ehret of Plevna, Montana, on April 22, 1962. Richard, an army 

veteran, passed away in 1999. Throughout their marriage, they 
lived in various locations including Minnesota, Massachusetts, 
North Dakota, Germany, Kansas, and Fort Hood, Texas (now 
Fort Cavazos), where Richard retired from the army in 1979. 
They settled in Killeen, Texas, in 1976, where Jolene spent the 
remainder of her life.

She earned an associate degree in Business Management 
and worked at Keep On Booking, Crafts Etc., and Hobby Lob-
by, leaving a legacy of dedication and hard work. 

Jolene was an avid reader, particularly fond of romance 
novels and attended romance novel conferences. Her passion 
for Celtic music led her to numerous festivals across Texas and 
Kansas, and she traveled to Ireland following Richard’s death. 
Additionally, Jolene enjoyed crafting and sold her creations for 
several years. She volunteered her time at Families in Crisis 
and the Austin Celtic Music Festival.

She leaves behind a legacy of five children: Jay, Laurie, 
Richard Jr., John, and Kristen. Jolene instilled in them a love 
of reading, a foundation of faith in God, and acceptance of Je-
sus Christ. She supported them unconditionally, and all five 
siblings reside in Central Texas, regularly visiting her. In later 
years, John and Richard Jr (Rick) moved back home to care for 
her along with help from Kristen.

Jolene was known for her loving, opinionated, sometimes 
feisty nature, and unwavering support for her children. Her im-
pact is felt deeply by her family’s sense of loss. She is preceded 
in death by her husband Richard, her parents Ida and Fred 
Geist, her sisters Konnie Geist and Linda Kelleran, and her 
grandson Eric Barber. She is survived by her son Jay Ehret and 
his wife Carol of Waco, Texas; daughter Laurie Nunn and her 
husband John of Central Texas; sons Richard Ehret Jr. and John 
Ehret of Killeen, Texas; daughter Kristen Barber of Killeen; 
granddaughters Rose Barber and Marissa Barber, sister Penny 
Gillespie of Avondale, Arizona, several cousins and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

A private memorial service is planned with family and 
friends.

We will forever miss Mom’s encouraging voice, her un-
wavering love, her spirited personality, and zest for life. Her 
kindness, wisdom, and dedication to our family will continue 
to guide us.

Williamson 
James (Jim) Ward Williamson

December 30, 1949 – 
March 18, 2025   

James (Jim) Ward Williamson, affectionately known as 
“GPJ” by his grandchildren, passed away on March 18, 2025, 
at a local hospital in Temple, Texas. Born on December 30, 
1949, in South Bend, Indiana. Jim was especially close to his 
mom Jackie who raised him primarily by herself while her hus-
band was off to war or on temporary duty in troubled spots 
around the globe. 

 He is survived by his two daughters, Amy Anderson and 
her husband Greg, and Tammy Mciver and her husband Mike, 
who will forever treasure the memories they shared growing 
up running around dad’s cabinet shop, helping bleed the breaks 
on old vintage cars, camping and kayaking with the grandkids. 
Additionally, he leaves behind a sister, Sheree Williams, who 
shared lifelong connections and moments with her big brother 
that still put a smile on her face. Jim also lights a path for seven 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren who will carry for-
ward his spirit and values.

Although Jim has lived and traveled all over the world, he 
enjoyed the simple pleasures of life at home with his cat in his 
lap and a good book to read. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, Lieutenant Colonel 
Vernon Cole Williamson and Mrs. Jacquelyn (Thiele) William-
son, who have paved the way for the man he became. Their 
influence and love stayed with him throughout his life, shaping 
the caring father, grandfather, friend, and brother he was.

In Lieu of flowers, the family asks that you donate to Cure 
HHT.

As we reflect on Jim’s life, we celebrate the time he had 
with all of us and the impact he made in our hearts and minds. 
May his memory be a blessing and a source of comfort to all 
who knew him.

Arrangements are under the direction of Sabrina Young 
at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home and Bereavement Center. 

Obits -  From Page A3

Governor Abbott reappoints Belton man 
to Texas Military Preparedness Commission

Special to the Journal 

Governor Greg Abbott reap-
pointed Todd Fox of Belton, as well 
as Michael “Mike” Boyd, and Garry 
Bradford to the Texas Military Pre-
paredness Commission for terms set 
to expire on February 1, 2031. 

Fox is president of First Heroes 
National Bank. He served in the Unit-
ed States Army for 24 years, retiring 
as chief of staff, III CORPS in 2018. 

He received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Chemical Engineering from 
the United States Military Academy 
at West Point, a Master of Arts in 
Strategic Studies from the United 
States Naval War College, a Master 
of Public Policy from Georgetown 
University, and a Master of Arts in 
National Security and Strategy from 
the United States Army War College.

Michael “Mike” Boyd of Chris-
toval is the former chairman of Hou-
sley Communications, Inc. Boyd is 
a 2024-2025 National Defense Alli-
ance Defense Community Champion. 
He is a former trustee of the San An-
gelo Health Foundation, former pres-
ident of the San Angelo Stock Show 
and Rodeo, and former trustee of 
the Shannon Medical Center Board 
of Trustees. Boyd received a Bach-

elor of Business Administration from 
Texas A&M University, a Master in 
Banking from Southwestern Gradu-
ate School of Banking, and a mili-
tary degree from the Command and 
General Staff College. He is a Texas 
Army National Guard veteran with 
over 30 years of service.

Garry Bradford of Corpus Chris-
ti is the owner, president, and CEO 
of Unique Employment Service and 
Bradford Holding Company. He is 
the former chairman of the Board 
for the Certification Institute. He is 
the former president for the Texas 
Chapter of the National Association 
of Professional Employer Organiza-
tions and the past National and Texas 

Leadership chairman. Additionally, 
he serves on the Board of Directors 
for Employers Service Assurance 
Corporation, Corpus Christi Region-
al Economic Development Board of 
Directors, and the Wells Fargo Bank 
Business Advisory Board for the 
Southwestern Region. He serves on 
the Texas A&M University Corpus 
Christi Tarpon Foundation Board of 
Directors, Del Mar College Busi-
ness Advisory Board, Bay Area Citi-
zens Against Lawsuit Abuse, and the 
South Texas Military Facilities Task 
Force. Bradford received a Bachelor 
of Science in Natural Sciences and 
Business from Southeastern Oklaho-
ma State University and a Master of 
Science in Military Science from the 
U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College. He retired in 2006 as 
a Colonel in the U.S. Army Reserves 
and earned an honorable discharge 
from the U.S. Army for prior service.

The Commission’s goal is to 
preserve, protect, expand, and attract 
new military missions, assets, and 
installations. Additionally, the Com-
mission encourages defense-related 
businesses to expand or relocate in 
Texas.

These appointments are subject 
to Senate confirmation.

TODD FOX

Courtesy Photo 
The Texas Society, National Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution has honored Karen 
Colwick of Belton with a state award for water con-
servation. Karen is pictured with Texas State Regent 
Susan Johnston at an award ceremony on March 14, 
2025 at the Texas State Conference. Karen, a Master 
Gardener, has been working as a conservationist for 
55 years.  She has taught many classes in water and 
rainwater conservation to both adults and youths. 
Karen, a retired teacher, was sponsored by the Betty 
Martin Chapter, NSDAR of Temple.  She has served 
on the Bell County Master Gardener Association 
Board and Texas Master Gardener Board of Direc-
tors.  She also helped reestablish estuary habitat for 
fish in Trinity Bay by working with the Gulf of Mexico 
Conservation Initiative.
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BUFFET, SUSHI & GRILL
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DOORS ARE NOT ONLY 
CUSTOMERS, BUT 

OUR FRIENDS. 
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CLUES DOWN
  1. An involuntary muscular contrac-
tion
  2. Earnest
  3. Cuts out surgically
  4. Can’t move
  5. Baseball stat
  6. British soldier
  7. Traditional medicine plants
  8. Political party controlled by man-
agers
  9. Hebrew prophet
 13. Supporter
 14. Relative biological effectiveness 
(abbr.)
 17. Liberty Mutual mascot
 18. Georgia rockers
 20. A place where building is done
 22. Large, deep-bodied fish
 27. Clothing retailer
 28. Supplement with difficulty
 29. Annoy constantly
 31. Founder of Babism
 32. Indigenous person in parts of 
Asia
 33. Sea eagle
 37. Leave behind
 38. Time of day
 39. Colorless crystalline compound
 40. They lay out course requirements
 41. A diamond has three
 42. Algerian coastal city
 43. Remove cover
 44. Rechristened
 47. Distinctive practice
 48. Defunct phone company
 49. Turkish officer of high rank
 51. Eliminate from the body
 52. Witness
 53. Soviet Socialist Republic
 58. Founding Father Franklin

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Midway between south 
and southeast
  4. For each
  7. Airborne (abbr.)
 10. Photographs
 11. � ey __
 12. It’s important in respira-
tion (abbr.)
 13. Monetary unit
 15. Cool!
 16. A son of Jacob
 19. Cut o� 
 21. Devour
 23. Agent of one’s downfall
 24. Best
 25. Network of nerves
 26. Partner to “oohs”
 27. Origins
 30. Sewing utensil
 34. Alias
 35. Swiss river 

 36. Greek mythological � gure
 41. Type of whiskey
 45. Lay to rest
 46. “Rule, Britannia” com-
poser
 47. Select jury
 50. Feeling
 54. Action regarded as mor-
ally wrong
 55. Makes angry
 56. Act incorrectly
 57. Defensive nuclear weap-
on
 59. Class of escort aircra�  
carrier
 60. To what degree
 61. Buzzing insect
 62. � e human foot
 63. “� e Le� overs” actress 
Dowd
 64. A place to stay
 65. Sun up in New York
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254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
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Relax ... 
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Salado
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We Buy Stocker & Feeder Cattle Daily

The benefits of selling
your cattle to us are:

✓Competitive Pricing – Call for a quote!

✓Cattle are weighted immediately – NO
schrink!

✓We are fast! (If you bring your cattle
during regular business operations 
7a.m.-4p.m.)

✓Open 6 days a week • Closed Sundays

✓Centrally Located – Save $ on gas!
IH-35

Salado

XFM487

FM2115

Call Anytime: 254-527-3342
LOCATION: 4651 EAST FM 487 - SCHWERTNER,TEXAS

Retreat 254 RV Resort celebrates grand opening
By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Retreat 254 RV Resort 
held a grand opening and 
ribbon cutting, and the fa-
cility is owned by a pair of 
local alumni. 

“Retreat 254 RV Re-
sort is right between Rog-
ers and Temple. It’s one 
mile away from Walker 
Honey Farm and Win-
ery, and on the edge of 
Temple,” said Caden Eary, 
co-owner of the facility, lo-
cated at 9630 U.S. 190 in 
Rogers.

Eary, along with co-
owner Colby Priest, built 
the resort themselves.

“It took us 16 months 
to build,” said Priest.

Priest is a 2014 alum-
nus of Belton High School 
and Eary graduated from 
Salado High School in 
2014.

“We met in elementa-
ry school in Salado,” Priest 
said. “When we first start-
ed planning the RV resort, 
we wanted to do a five-star 

resort. Our goal is to stay 
with commercial develop-
ments from neighborhood 
infrastructure, commercial 
buildings, custom homes, 
and more RV resorts,” said 
Priest.

Eary is a 2018 gradu-
ate of Texas A&M Uni-
versity and studied Ag 
Economics with a minor in 
Rural Entrepreneurship. 

“We put our minds 
together to do an RV park, 
something small, and 
simple. It ended up being 
a luxurious RV resort to 
make a unique experience 
for long term tenants and 
transients. The whole proj-
ect took about three years 
to complete,” said Eary.

Priest and Eary de-
signed the resort them-
selves.

“We have a full game 
room with a shuffleboard, 
arcade games, air hockey, 
foosball, an indoor basket-
ball game, pool table, and 
ping pong table. There’s a 
kitchenette, and a resort-
style gym. We have a 

laundry room with wash-
ers and dryers and vending 
machines. We have a full 
shower for men and wom-
en. There’s a patio with an 
outdoor kitchen, fireplace, 
grill, and outdoor seating. 
We have a pickle ball and 
basketball court. There is a 

wagon that is an Airbnb,” 
said Priest.

There’s more to come 
at the RV resort.

“We will add a re-
sort-style pool starting 
this summer,” said Priest. 
“We have a propane station 
coming soon. We will get 

certified, and tenants will 
be able to refill their pro-
pane bottles on-site instead 
of having to go in town,” 
said Eary.

Priest and Eary want-
ed to work together.

“Our goals are 
aligned, and we have the 

same understanding on 
what it takes to start and 
run a business of this scale. 
Since my time at A&M, 
I’ve created a passion for 
wanting to build and create 
different businesses which 
turned into developing 
properties,” said Eary.

Courtesy photo
Caden Eary and Colby Priest cut the ribbon for Retreat 254 RV Resort, located east of Temple in Rogers.

Holy Trinity Celtics take third overall at TAPPS State Academic Meet
Special to the Journal 

Holy Trinity Catholic High School 
recently competed at the recent Texas As-
sociation of Private and Parochial Schools 
State Academic Meet held in Waco last 
week. 

The meet is the private school equiv-
alent of the UIL State Academic Meet.

The Celtics took third overall, second 
in speech events, and were crowned the 
state champion team in Lincoln-Douglas 

Debate.
“It was a much different tournament 

for us,” Coach Chris Mosmeyer said. “We 
graduated a huge part of our team last 
year—more than a dozen seniors who 
competed in speech and academics. With 
a much smaller team this year, I didn’t 
expect much, but the students really came 
through.”

Holy Trinity competed in the 2A clas-
sification for the first time in three years. 
The drop to 2A put them in competition 

with a strong team from All Saints Epis-
copal School in Lubbock.  All Saints took 
the overall state championship with 256 
points. The Cambridge School of Dallas 
placed second with 114 points. Holy Trin-
ity followed them with 78.5 points. Points 
are awarded by placing in individual 
events—10 points for first, 8 for second, 
and so on.

The tournament took place Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday at the Waco 
Convention Center. The highlight for 

Holy Trinity was on Monday when the 
Celtics dominated in the debate contest. 
Senior John Mottram and juniors Victoria 
Mosmeyer and Sarah Barkis compiled an 
impressive 13-1 record against debaters 
from other schools. In the end, Mottram 
and Mosmeyer were crowned co-state 
champions after each won their semifinal 
round. Barkis placed fifth, losing in the 

Courtesy Photo 
The Holy Trinity Celtics TAPPS Group, Ryder Hamden, Victoria Mosmeyer, 
Sarah Barkis, Wesley Kuriger, John Mottram, Hallie Bravo, Cielo Gonzalez-
Fernandez, took 3rd place overall, along with a lineup of other awards, at the 
Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools academic meet last week. 

See TAPPS, 
Page A9



Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied

49 Years Local Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels
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Ash
Tree

Service Free Estimates

Split Firewood For Sale

Third Generation254.939.7007
254.654.6317

•
•
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•

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree Planting

The Original

3321 Parkway Dr. Temple, TX 76504
(254)773-5993

Spoonts
Home Appliance Service

Since 1970
We provide in Home Service on 
All Major Brands of Appliances.

791-1973

900 E. Central • Belton • 939-3502
Residential & Commercial • Free Estimate

CARPET & VINYL • CERAMIC & WOOD • LAMINATE FLOORING

Jeff Boren, OWNER

For Floors Done Right...
The First Time

Custom Draperies • Fabrics • Blinds • Shutters • In Home Service

We design & fabricate in our own workroom.

Custom Draperies
by Lydia

939-10701305 N. Main • Belton Est. 1972
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quarterfinals on a 2-1 deci-
sion.

“That was a great start 
for us,” Coach Mosmeyer 
said. “We usually do well 
in debate at the state meet, 
but that was a truly domi-
nant performance by our 
debaters.”

This was the third 
straight year in which Holy 
Trinity won the team title in 
LD Debate.

The results in debate 
started a strong run to a 
third-place finish overall 
at the state academic meet. 
Since 2004, Holy Trinity 
has placed no lower than 
third at the state meet.

“I’m glad I was able to 
contribute to the school’s 
legacy,” Mottram said, add-
ing that he and his team-
mates had a sense of relief 
at keeping the school’s 
twenty-year streak of suc-
cess going. “We were glad 
to come out of the top three. 
We had a couple of mis-
steps. If anything, I was a 
bit surprised we were able 
to finish at least third.”

The school finished 
ahead of Fort Worth 

Bethesda Christian School, 
which scored 65.5 points.

“That was kind of 
sweet,” Mosmeyer said. 
“They beat us in 2019, 
which at the time broke 
a streak of seven overall 
state championships for us. 
It was just a little payback 
there.” 

On Wednesday, Mot-
tram added a second state 
championship medal, tak-
ing first in Persuasive 
Speaking. He also placed 
seventh in Spelling. 

Victoria Mosmeyer 
was the team’s overall point 
leader, placing in six of the 
seven events she entered. 
In addition to the state title 
in debate, Victoria took 
third in Persuasive Speak-
ing, third in Duet Acting 
with partner junior Wesley 
Kuriger, fourth in Prose In-
terpretation, sixth in Origi-
nal Oratory, and seventh in 
Solo Acting. Kuriger also 
placed fourth in Poetry, 
sixth in Solo Acting, and 
eighth in Spelling.

Also placing for the 
Celtics were Cielo Gonza-
lez-Fernandez, fifth in Po-

etry Interpretation; James 
Huang, fifth, in Mathemat-
ics; Khanh Nguyen, fifth 
place in Calculator; and 
Hallie Bravo and Ryder 
Hamden, eighth in Duet 
Acting. The school’s year-
book was awarded sixth 
place in the Yearbook con-
test. 

The Celtics also took 
part in the TAPPS 3A State 
Art Meet on Tuesday in 
Waco at the Extraco Events 
Center. Jayla Cooper took 
a silver medal in Drawing 
(Color), and Arianna Mur-
ray added a second place in 
Communication Design. 

Arya Wynne won sec-
ond Computer Rendered 
Art and was an Honorable 
Mention in  Communica-
tion Design. Emily Mc-
Bride placed fifth in 2D 
Mixed Media; Honorable 
Mention, Painting; and 
Honorable Mention, Seek 
and Sketch (B&W).

Lilly Ebers placed 
sixth in Seek and Sketch 
(Color). Victoria Obregon 
was eighth in On-Site 
Drawing and Honorable 
Mention in Painting. Trang 

Nguyen took fifth in Print-
making and Khanh Nguyen 
was eighth in 2D Mixed 
Media.

TAPPS -  From Page A8

Special to the Journal 

A Belton Police Department investigation into 
an injury to a child case resulted in an arrest on 
Wednesday, March 26, 2025. 

Earlier in the day, a warrant was issued for An-
gela Celeste Moreno, 24, of Belton, and at around 
7:30 p.m., she was arrested and booked into the Bell 
County Jail.

The incident occurred on October 10, 2024, at 
around 9 p.m., when Belton police officers and EMS 
responded to a restaurant on the 2800 block of North 
Loop 121 for a report of a child who was uncon-
scious and not breathing. 

When officers arrived on scene, they located res-
taurant staff performing life-saving measures on the 
boy. His mother, Moreno, reported she had left her 

two sons, 3-years-old and 1-year-old, inside of her 
car, unsecured and unattended, while she went inside 
the restaurant to collect a DoorDash order before 
making the delivery.

When she returned to her car about 10 minutes 
later, it was discovered that her 3-year-old son had 
climbed to stick his head out of the moonroof and 
accidentally shut it on himself with the button on the 
ceiling of the car, and was unable to reopen it, con-
stricting his neck and breathing. He was transported 
to McClane Children’s Hospital by Belton EMS with 
life-threatening injuries, and he survived.

Following the investigation, detectives screened 
the case with the Bell County District Attorney’s of-
fice, who accepted a charge of injury to a child on 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025.

Belton woman arrested for 
injury to a child

Stress is a part of life. In 
small doses, stress can have 
a positive effect. But when 
stress is chronic, it can take 
its toll on the body and mind.

Stress can make people 
irritable and cause them to 
lash out at others. Stress also 
can contribute to high blood 
pressure and adversely af-
fect sleep. When confronting 
chronic stress, individuals 
may have to take action to 
find relief. These stress-bust-
ing strategies can help.

• Engage in physical 
activity. The Mayo Clinic 
says any form of exercise 
can help relieve stress. Physi-
cal activity boosts chemicals 
in the brain and endorphins 
that help a person feel good. 
Exercise also can refocus 
attention so a person is not 
preoccupied with a stressful 
thought or situation.

• Listen to music. Music 
can be calming and serve as 
a distraction from stressful 
feelings. Simply listening to 

music can be a quick fix for 
a stressful situation and a bad 
mood. 

• Review your lifestyle. 
It’s easy to take on too much, 
but doing so can lead to feel-
ings of being overwhelmed, 
says the Mental Health Foun-
dation. Prioritizing some 
things over others and del-
egating when possible can 
tame stress.

• Practice mindfulness. 
Breathing and mindfulness 
exercises can be practiced 

anywhere. Research has 
shown that mindfulness can 
reduce the effects of stress 
and anxiety. Deep breathing 
and being in a quiet moment 
when stress peaks may help 
to reduce stress.

• Step away for a few 
minutes. If possible, step 
away from a stressful situa-
tion, whether it is a difficult 
project at work or a loud room 
with a lot of activity going 
on. Many people find com-
muting stressful. Changing 
the route to one that avoids 
busy roads, even if it takes a 
bit longer to get from point A 
to point B, might help.

• Talk it out. Sometimes 
connecting with others and 
sharing experiences can help 
to relieve stress. Keeping 
feelings in and fixating on 
a situation may exacerbate 
feelings of stress. Social sit-
uations that encourage talk-
ing and laughing can lighten 
a person’s mental load, says 
the Mayo Clinic.

• Don’t turn to sub-
stances. Alcohol and drugs 
may temporarily relieve 
stress, but this approach 
can lead to addiction and 
even worsen the physical 
and mental toll stress takes 
on the body. 

Stress is a part of life, 
but finding ways to man-
age chronic stress is vital to 
long-term healh.

Strategies to manage and tame stress



A10														              Thursday, April 3, 2025THE BELTON JOURNAL

BEST IN CLASS DIGITAL AUDIO, VIDEO & 3D     
         PREMIUM LEATHER SEATING       RESERVED SEATING AVAILABLE  

         FULL-SERVICE KITCHEN              CAFE & IN-THEATER DINING
       BLUE BELL ICE CREAM                      ONLINE TICKETING 

2809 Oakmark Dr. Belton                                                 GRANDAVENUETHEATER.COM254-939-5000

any movie
anytime

      buy 1
get 1 free

April 4th

April 4th

April 4th April 10th

April 11th April 11th April 11th

One hen can lay 
up to 300 eggs per 

year.

� e tradition 
of decorating 

eggs for Easter 
originated in 

Ukraine.

An egg’s shell 
color usually 

corresponds to 
the earlobe color 

of the hen that 
produced it. 

Ostriches lay the 
largest eggs of 

any living bird. 
One ostrich egg 
can serve about 

24 people for 
breakfast!

Eggcellent 
TriviaEggcellent Word Scramble

NYBNU _____________________________
KEBTSA ____________________________
RETASE GEG ______________________
TBENON  

____________________________
OHAEOTCLC  
_______________________
LYLJE NSEAB  ______________________ ANSWERS: bunny, basket, Easter egg, bonnet, chocolate, jelly beans



SPORTSSPORTSB1
Thursday,

 April 3, 2025

JOHN CORSI
STATE FARM INSURANCE

Voted Best Insurance Agency in Bell County
101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Belton Lady Tigers soccer team 
had another successful season in 2025, 
with a District 16-5A crown, bi-district and 
area playoff championships.

The area playoff game against Mes-
quite Poteet got off to a flying start. Two 
early goals by Lauren McKinney in the 
first half, and tallies by Michaela Dvonch 
and Tori Lucksinger gave the Lady Tigers 
a 4-0 win in Corsicana.

“Poteet was a very good opponent, 
district champs as well with a good re-
cord,” Belton head coach Oscar Bersoza 

said. “Going up early was a huge advan-
tage and scoring a second goal, seconds 
after the opening goal, really put them in a 
bind mentally and situationally.”

Following two playoff wins, the Lady 
Tigers had their season ended against the 
defending Class 5A Frisco Wakeland Wol-
verines in Waxahachie, 3-1.

“Wakeland is just a next-level type of 
opponent,” Bersoza said. “I thought we 
played well all things considered. Kiersten 
Rowland’s goal gave us a little belief but 
their goal just before halftime was a tough 
blow. We played and worked as hard as we 
could against a very good foe.”

The consistent scheduling of the Dr. 

Pink Frisco Tournament and Georgetown’s 
Governor’s Cup on Belton’s annual docket 
has prepared the team for systems and sce-
narios that the Lady Tigers see later in their 
season.

“Absolutely! Going to Frisco and 
playing metroplex teams helps us at least 
keep metroplex playoff teams in our tac-
tical conversations as reference points,” 
Bersoza said. “We can reference them in 
likeness and ability to possible playoff 
opponents and it is good practice to play 
against tough opponents - be it in Frisco or 
the Governor’s Cup.”

With the Tigers experiencing another 
successful season at 18-3-3, there were 

plenty of big moments. Bersoza’s point 
of view told of the work ethic and mental 
mindset of his 2025 team.

“As a whole, we represented our se-
niors, our school, and our program well,” 
Bersoza said. “We carried forward the 
same vision as previous Lady Tiger Soc-
cer teams— to work hard, compete with 
an open mindset, and trust that the true 
measure of our effort would come down 
to the “pillow test.” Could we comfort-
ably sleep on the eve of our last game, 
knowing there was nothing more we 
could have done? If the answer was yes, 
then success! Right or wrong, we slept 
well that night.”

Lady Tigers Soccer run ends with tough loss to defending champion Wakeland

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The trek toward state has begun. 
Following months of preparation, the 

postseason fates of numerous Belton and 
Lake Belton athletes will be determined 
today as the District 16-5A meet concludes 
at Tiger Field. 

The top four finishers in each event 
advance to the upcoming area meet, where 
the top four finishers qualify for the Region 
II meet – the final stop before the Univer-
sity Interscholastic League Track & Field 
State Championships. 

Killeen Ellison, Killeen Chaparral, 
Waco and Waco University will also be vy-
ing for area berths. 

While anything can happen at dis-
trict, multiple local athletes are expected to 
move on.

Perhaps no postseason run is more 
anticipated than Broncos’ junior Kendrick 
Jones Jr., who has aspirations of adding to 
his state championship collection. 

Jones is the two-time defending Class 
5A gold medalist in the 200-meter run and 
last year’s long jump state titleist. 

He is not the only Lake Belton stand-
out with high hopes for the season’s con-
clusion, though. 

Among others, the Broncos’ 400 relay 
team of Cooper Arnold, Josh Mallard, Zion 
Harness and Jones, sophomore high jumper 
Michael Lockett, senior long jumper Julian 

Walker, senior thrower Travellis Harrison, 
senior pole vaulter Abigail Rydberg and ju-
nior sprinter Bella Garcia are favorites in 
their events. 

Belton should find plenty of success at 
the meet as well.

On the track, senior distance runners 
Olivia Brillhart, David Shelburne and John 
Zachary Moehlenbrock, junior sprinter 
Christian Porter, sophomore sprinter Dam-
auria Nolan-Hemphill, junior hurdler Deli-
lah Hoffman, sophomore hurdler Graham 
Chambley, freshman mid-distance runner 
Isabella Warner and all three of the Tigers’ 
relay quartets will contend for medals.

Field events should see senior triple 
jumper Miguel Manners, senior pole vault-

er Logan Lamberte, senior discus thrower 
Damien Tiumalu, junior jumper Laila Page 
and freshman thrower Tara Stone finish to-
ward the top of the standings. 

The area meet pitting qualifiers from 
District 15 and District 16 against each other 
will be hosted by Lake Belton on April 10 
with the two-day regional meet set to start 
April 18 at Arlington’s Maverick Stadium. 

At regionals, the top two finishers in 
each event automatically qualify for the state 
meet along with the next best showing from 
across the four regional meets. 

The UIL Class 5A state meet will be 
held May 2 at Austin’s Mike A. Myers Sta-
dium located on the University of Texas 
campus.

Belton to wrap up distrct track meet

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The mood was lively and crowd 
was buzzing at Belton ISD baseball’s 
third chapter of their Crosstown Ri-
valry, as the Lake Belton Broncos 
hosted the Belton Tigers on Tuesday 
evening (March 25) at Bronco Park.

What started as a pitchers’ duel 
turned a rocky over the final three 
innings for the Tigers, as six hit 
batsmen and five batsmen over the 
frames set the foundation for nine 
runs for the Broncos. Lake emerged 
with a 9-0 win over Belton.

Brandon Holley got the start 
on the hill for the Broncos and was 
a sturdy presence, having scattered 
six hits and struck out five. He only 
allowed three fly-ball outs, as the Ti-
gers kept the ball out of the air.

The Broncos’ first threat came 
in the second inning, when Ro-
hde Smith walked and stole sec-
ond base off Belton starting pitcher 
Cole Heisler. The UMHB commit 
induced three straight fly balls to 
centerfielder Rayshawn Peoples to 
strand Rohde Smith at third.

Cole Mikulas singled up the 
middle to start the third and Bryce 
Davis was hit by a pitch with one 
out. Cameron Bartz’s sacrifice bunt 
moved Mikulas and Davis up a base. 
However, Heisler got Kaden Ward to 
ground out to Pecos Smith at third 
base to strand Mikulas and Davis.

With one out in the fourth, Coo-
per Mees was hit by a pitch, Za-
vian Rodriguez singled to left, and 
Braxtan Cope’s infield single loaded 
the bases. Mikulas walked on four 
straight pitches to force home Mees 
to give Lake Belton the lead. With 
two outs, Davis was hit by a pitch to 
force home Rodriguez.

The Broncos broke open the 
game in the fifth. With one out, Ro-
hde Smith was hit by a pitch. On the 
first pitch to Mees, Smith took off 
for second on a steal attempt. May-
son Chartier’s throw leaked into cen-
terfield, and Smith advanced to third. 
With two outs, Rodriguez found the 
hole between shortstop and third and 

drilled a single through it to score 
Smith. Walks to Cope and Mikulas 
loaded the bases for pinch-hitter RJ 
Hunt. After working Heisler to a 
full-count, Hunt walked to force in 
Rodriguez.

Belton head coach Mark 
Krueger changed pitchers and 
brought in Trey Garcia. On Garcia’s 
first pitch, Davis drilled a double to 
centerfield to score Cope and Miku-
las to increase Lake’s lead to 6-0.

With one out in the bottom of 
the sixth, Garcia fired a 1-0 fastball 
belt-high to Rohde Smith. Smith 
drilled the ball over the scoreboard 
in left field for a solo homer. In an 
offseason that saw the loss of team-
mate Sean McCallum in December 
and Rohde Smith’s mom, Kastady, 
on Jan. 26, it was a cathartic moment 
for the entire Broncos Baseball fam-
ily as they hugged Rohde and cel-
ebrated the home run.

On the next pitch, Mees was 
hit for the second time and Rodriguez 
singled to left. With two outs, Miku-
las’ double to right field scored Mees 
and Rodriguez to up the Broncos lead 
to 9-0.

The Tigers tried to get on the 
board in the seventh. Oakley Torres 
reached on an error but was erased on 
a double play. With two outs, Jacob 
Quigley and Collin Sallee singled. 
Pinch-hitter Billy Young’s grounder 
to Rodriguez was flipped to Davis at 
second base for the force out to end the 
game.

Rodriguez had three hits and three 
runs scored, and Mikulas had two hits, 
two walks, and three runs batted in.

Haisler and Quigley each had two 
hits for the Tigers.

On Friday, the teams met at 
Tidwell Field.

It was a pitcher’s duel between 
Quigley and Lake Belton’s Maverik 
Maddux in the first six innings before 
the teams dug into the bullpens. Each 
team scored three times in the seventh 
to force extra innings. Smith’s two-run 
homer in the eighth proved to be the 
difference as the Broncos won 6-4.

Rodriguez’s sacrifice fly scored 
Smith in the top of the fourth to get the 

Broncos on the board.
Oakley Torres’ singled home 

Gage Flores to tie the game at 1-1.
Quigley left the hill in the top 

of seventh. With 112 pitches thrown, 
Quigley allowed a run on two hits, 
struck out seven, walked six and hit 
two batters.

Billy Young took over in the top 
of the seventh. Rodriguez singled in 
Smith, and Braxtan Cope tripled home 
Samuel Matous and Rodriguez to give 
the Broncos a 4-1 lead heading to the 
bottom of the seventh.

Maddux gave way to Eli Vaughan 
in the bottom of the seventh after hit-
ting Young with a pitch. Maddux 
pitched six innings, allowed two runs 
on six hits and struck out 11. 

Heisler doubled home Young and 
Garcia to bring the Tigers to within a 
run. Torres singled home Landon Ow-
ens to tie the game with one out. After 
an intentional walk to Rayshawn Peo-
ples to load the bases, Austin Wood 
stepped to the plate. Vaughan un-
corked a 1-2 changeup that leaked past 
Cope to the backstop. Heisler bolted 
for the plate. Cope got to the loose ball 
and flipped it to Vaughan who applied 
to tag to Heisler for the second out, 
which was the potential game-winner 
for the Tigers. Vaughan got Wood 
swinging on the next pitch for the 
strikeout, and the game went to an 
extra inning.

Davis singled to start the 
eighth inning. Bartz sacrificed 
Davis to second, and Ward’s fly-
out moved Davis to third.

On Young’s next pitch, Smith 
drilled the ball high over the left 
field wall for a two-run homer to 
put Lake on top, 6-4.

“Rohde was amazing in the 
series,” Lake Belton head coach 
Chris Peacock said. “I am so 
proud of him and the team.”

Vaughan retired the Tigers in 
order in the sixth.

Rodriguez, Smith, and Cope 
each had two RBI.

Torres had three of Belton 
nine hits in the game. Torres and 
Haisler each had two runs batted 
in.

Crosstown Rivalry III: Broncos 
exhibit plate patience in 9-0 win

Tiger claim district 
golf championship

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The trend extends.
For almost two de-

cades, the Tigers have been 
amongst their district’s 
elite, continuously collect-
ing championships or run-
ner-up recognition.

This year is no differ-
ent. 

With a two-day total of 
635, Belton won the District 
16-5A team title Friday at 
Waco’s Cottonwood Creek 
Golf Course, propelling it 
into the regional tourna-
ment for the 18th consecu-
tive season. 

All five of the Tigers 
were situated among the 
field’s top 10 as the squad 
emerged from the event 
with two medals highlight-
ed by Daniel Perkins’ run-
ner-up outing. The senior 
shot back-to-back rounds 
of 77.

The effort was com-
plemented by teammates 
Miguel Matos, Owen Bab-
cock, Haden Hoelscher and 
Chase Aggers, who were 
each placed on the all-
district squad as a result of 
their individual standings. 

Hoelscher finished four 
strokes behind Perkins, 
capturing the bronze medal 
with a 77-81–158, while 
Babcock (81-80–161) was 
fourth. Matos (80-82–162) 
finished seventh, and Ag-
gers (86-86–172) was 
ninth, but neither of his 
rounds counted toward the 
team’s total.

Lake Belton will join 
the Tigers at the upcoming 
regional meet — the final 
competition before state — 
after placing second (324-
322–646) behind individual 
champion Miles Parker. 

The junior edged out 
Perkins for the title by a 
single stroke, posting a 77-

76–153 to give the Broncos 
their fifth consecutive indi-
vidual district champion-
ship. 

Complementing the 
outing were teammates 
Nick Brooks (85-76–161), 
Jack Brown (79-82–161), 
Rawley Soliz (85-90–175) 
and Jackson Null (83-88–
171).

At the girls district 
meet, the Lady Tigers 
cruised to the team cham-
pionship, winning by 33 
strokes at Killeen’s Stone-
tree Golf Club.

Led by silver medal-
ist Jacklyn Munoz, who 
recorded an 81-87–168, 
Belton finished with a score 
of 730 (367-363) to easily 
beat out Lake Belton (2nd, 
374-389–763) and Killeen 
Ellison (3rd, 424-425–849).

Munoz’s outing was 
complemented by Anya Ji-
nadatha (4th, 94-89–183), 
Abby Beck (5th, 96-93–
189) and Isha Jinadatha 
(6th, 96-94–190). Hanna 
Wheeler was seventh (97-
104–201) overall, but her 
score did not count toward 
the team total.

Individually, Lady 
Broncos standout sopho-
more Carly Marshall domi-
nated, claiming the gold 
medal for a second season 
with a 140 (67-73) and 
guiding her team to second 
place with a 374-389–763.

Marshall’s opening 
round was five strokes un-
der par thanks in part to 
four birdies and an eagle, 
and it is the lowest score in 
program history.

Shooting a personal 
best score, Lyliana Gonza-
lez was situated two spots 
back, placing third (90-
92–182), while teammates 

See GOLF, 
Page B3



By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Lady Broncos 
emphatically punctuated 

the first round of their 
district schedule Tues-

day, traveling to Killeen 
Chaparral and earning a 
run-rule victory.

Paced by Anali-
cia Diaz’s big night at 
the plate, Lake Belton 
opened an immediate 
lead before cruising to its 
13th consecutive win.

The sophomore 
standout was 3 for 3 high-
lighted by a first-inning 
home run to left field that 
sparked the Lady Bron-
cos’ offense. 

Alexis Ortiz con-
nected with the first pitch 
of the game for a double, 
and moments later, Di-
az’s first swing sent the 

ball out of the park. 
The 2-0 advantage 
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Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Plans, Original Medicare Part A & Part B 

Tim Jefferies 254-319-7868 
Calling the number above will connect you with a licensed sales agent. 

1100 E. 6th Ave.     254-939-03431100 E. 6th Ave.     254-939-0343

TannerRoofing.comTannerRoofing.com

We Know You Love Our Sports Section!

BECOME 
A SPONSOR

Call Kimberly
512-540-6875

$20/ 
Week.

(4”Wx1.5”H)

We Know You Love Our Sports Section!
BECOME A SPONSOR

Call Kimberly
512-540-6875

$30/ 
Week.

(6”Wx1.5”H)

Lady Tiger’s bats explode for 18 runs over Ellison

Lake Belton cruises towards 13 consecutive win on diamond

By Aries Ramos 
The Belton Journal

The Belton Tigers softball team wasted no time estab-
lishing their dominance against the Ellison Eagles, exploding 
for an impressive 13-run first inning en route to an 18-0 win. 
The game, which ended in the third inning via run rule, show-
cased Belton’s offensive firepower and disciplined approach 
at the plate.

After their dominant first inning, the Tigers quickly re-
turned to the field at the bottom of the second inning. Ellison 
momentarily looked to shift the momentum, securing two 
quick outs. However, Belton remained composed, tacking 
on three more runs with two outs on the board, proving their 
ability to perform under pressure.

Belton head coach Morgan Birkel credited the team’s 

culture and preparation for staying focused despite the lopsid-
ed score. “Yeah, this is a job where we really focus on what 
our culture is and who our team is, and how we are consis-
tently. It comes down to the little things in practice the same 
way it does in a game like this,” Birkel said. “Everything is 
for each other, everything is for the team, and everything adds 
up. It all works together, so it makes it harder to break our 
culture.”

One of the game’s defining moments came in the second 
inning when the Tigers found themselves with two quick outs 
before responding with a poised offensive effort. When asked 
about her team’s approach in those situations, Birkel empha-
sized the importance of mindset and preparation. “It comes 
down to talking about how the biggest thing that we preach. 
When you step into the box, you believe you’re the best hitter 
on the team, you believe you’re the best hitter on the field,” 

she said. “It doesn’t matter if you’re down in the count or 
have a 3-0 count; it’s the same hitter that’s in there, and you 
can be successful in any way for your team.”

With back-to-back run-rule victories, the Tigers are 
building momentum as they hit the midpoint of district play. 
Birkel is eager to see her team maintain their intensity. “I 
wanna see the fire keep going. Don’t stop the steamroll just 
because we have a couple of good wins under our belt,” she 
said. “We’re hitting that halfway point through the district, 
and now we’re ready to roll into the second half. We know 
what we’re expecting, and we wanna take it on even better 
than we did the first time.”

With their dominant performance against Ellison, the 
Tigers have made a statement, and they show no signs of 
slowing down as they continue their push through district 
competition.

Give us a call 
to advertise in 

this space
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
3011 N. Main, Ste C, Belton, Tx 76513

(254) 933-7680 • scot.hrbacek@edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Find the best 
ways to pay 
down debt.

Debts can be concerning. 
But you do have some 
ways of gaining control of 
your debt situation.

First, know your debts. 
Create a list that includes 
your mortgage, auto loans, 
student loans, credit card 
debt and any installment 
purchases you’ve made.

Next, look for ways to 
restructure your debt. 
For example, you could 
transfer credit card debt to 
a new card with a low in-
troductory rate. You could 
also swap debts, possibly 
by using a home equity 
loan to pay off higher-rate 
unsecured loans.

Your next step: Deter-
mine how much money 

will go to debt payments. 
You must make at least 
minimum payments to 
avoid fees and penalties, 
but beyond that, you’ll 
need to decide whether to 
pay more on your debts or 
use the money for other 
goals, such as saving for 
retirement.

Finally, if you can make 
extra payments on your 
debts, decide how you 
want to do it. You could 
tackle the debt with the 
highest interest rate fi rst 
or you could go after the 
smallest debts to get them 
out of the way.

Debt may be a fact of 
life — but if you manage 
it wisely, life can be a lot 
less stressful.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial AdvisorFinancial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®Scot Hrbacek, CFP     ®Scot Hrbacek, CFP     

3809 S. General Bruce Drive,  Ste #103-324, 3809 S. General Bruce Drive,  Ste #103-324, 
Temple, Texas, 76502 (254) 300-8242Temple, Texas, 76502 (254) 300-8242

whitishroofing.comwhitishroofing.com

NEED A ROOF?NEED A ROOF? LOCALLY OWNEDLOCALLY OWNED
Residential, Commercial, General ConstructionResidential, Commercial, General Construction

SERVICESSERVICES

FAIR. Water stained; 59 
degrees; 2.80 feet below pool. 
White bass fishing on Lake 
Belton exists in three distinct 
areas. There are spawning fish 
in the upper reaches of the Leon 
River and Cowhouse Creek. 
Immature fish which did not 
spawn and mature fish which 
have returned from spawning 
are in shallow water under low 
light conditions at sunrise and 
for about an hour thereafter, and 
at sunset and about an hour prior 
to it. This is typically in under 
16 feet of water where the wa-
ter temperature is significantly 
warmer than the water tem-
perature at 25 feet and deeper. 
Finally, there are fish in deeper, 
clearer, cooler water from 250-
40 feet deep. These fish are much 
more sluggish and still require 
wintertime tactics. The shallow 
fish can be caught throwing 
MAL Originals with chartreuse 
tails using a sawtooth method by 
letting the lure drop to bottom, 
reeling in 7 times, letting it drop 
again, and repeating. Deeper fish 
can be targeted with a 5/8-ounce 
white bladed Hazy Eye Slabs in 
conjunction with forward facing 
sonar. Allow the lure to settle to 
the bottom, reel it slowly and 
smoothly up five turns watch-
ing sonar for a follow. Report by 
Bob Maindelle, Holding the Line 
Guide Service. Catfish are excel-
lent. Anglers should search for 
blue catfish in river channels and 
around steep ledges in 20-35 feet 
of water. Larger cut baits have 
been effective for trophy size 
fish. Eater fish under 10 pounds 
are active and slow drifting with 
small cut shad along sand flats 
will produce. 

GOOD. Water 
stained; 59 degrees; 3.50 
feet below pool. Your 
best bet on white bass 
on Stillhouse is to avoid 
the crowds and take a 
weekday trip up into the 
Lampasas River. Look 
for schools of white bass 
using sonar in sharp river 
bends and deeper holes. 
If your craft can make it 
past the gravel crossing 
and into the spawning rif-
fles, flyfishing gear works 
best to present small gray 
streamers to imitate river 
minnows using a sinking 
tip line and a flat, 6 foot 
leader of 8 pound test flu-
orocarbon. Those look-
ing for white bass on the 
main lake should focus 
on the middle and low-
er third of the reservoir, 
looking for adult fish 
returning from spawn-
ing along the flats adja-
cent to the river channel. 
The white, three-quarter 
ounce Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab will excel for this 
application. Largemouth 
bass continue to move 
shallower with the spring 
warm-up. Medium sized 
soft plastics 6-8 inches in 
length with dark, natural 
hues fished with a Caroli-
na rig are producing well. 
Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line 
Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

Belton
FAIR. Water stained; 50 

degrees; 2.35 feet below pool. 
Before the most recent blast of 
cold came in on February 19, wa-
ter temperatures had cooled back 
to the levels they were at before 
the record-setting, 8-day warm-
ing trend that ended on February 
8. After a few smaller male white 
bass began to appear headed 
toward spawning areas around 
Mother Neff State Park, the mi-
gration run generally halted and 
will likely remain low key until 
our next significant warmup. 
For those heading upriver, light 
leadhead jigs with white or off-
white curl-tail grubs selected to 
fish just inches above the bottom 
will produce well, as will grey 
and/or olive streamers fished on 
fly gear. Anglers remaining on 
the upper ends of the main lake 
on the Leon River or Cowhouse 
Creek arms, flatline trolling will 
be improving. Troll multiple 
baits that dive to different depths, 
then change over once fish show 
a preference. Fish in deeper, 
clearer water will remain inter-
ested in the 5/8 ounce and 3/4 
ounce white Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab worked with a very slow, 
steady upward motion where fish 
are seen concentrated on bottom 
via sonar. Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line Guide 
Service. Catfish are fair. With 
cold water temperatures anglers 
should search for blue catfish in 
deeper river channels and around 
steep ledges in 30-45 feet of wa-
ter. Larger cut baits have been ef-
fective for trophy size fish. Eater 
fish under 10 pounds are still ac-
tive and slow drifting with small 
cut shad along sand flats will 
produce. Channel catfish are fair 
but can still be caught on warmer 
days using punch bait in 15-25 
feet of water. Report by Brian 
Worley, B&S Catfishing.

Stillhouse
GOOD. Water 

stained; 50 degrees; 2.92 
feet below pool. Before 
the most recent blast of 
cold on February 19, 
water temperatures had 
cooled back to the levels 
they were at before the re-
cord-setting 8-day warm-
ing trend which ended 
on February 8. After a 
few smaller male white 
bass began to appear 
headed toward spawning 
areas on either side of 
the Gravel Crossing, the 
migration run generally 
halted and will likely re-
main low key until our 
next significant warmup. 
For those heading up-
river, light leadhead jigs 
with white or off-white 
curl-tail grubs selected to 
fish just inches above the 
bottom will produce well, 
as will grey and, or olive 
streamers fished on fly 
gear. For those remaining 
on the upper end of the 
main lake, flatline trolling 
will be improved. Troll 
multiple baits that dive 
to different depths, then 
change over once fish 
show a preference. Fish in 
deeper, clearer water will 
remain interested in the 
5/8 ounce and 3/4 ounce 
white Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab worked with a very 
slow, steady upward mo-
tion where fish are seen 
concentrated on bottom 
via sonar. Report by Bob 
Maindelle, Holding the 
Line Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. 

1010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-51321010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-5132
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OPERATED SINCE 1945OPERATED SINCE 1945

Normanbuildingmaterials.comNormanbuildingmaterials.com
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Belton ISD Tuesday recaps: Lake Belton, Belton both with wins
By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

District 16-5A action 
resumed for both of Bel-
ton ISD’s baseball teams 
on Tuesday, following 
the exciting Crosstown 
Series.

Here are the Tuesday 
recaps:

Belton gets four-run 
inning to get past Uni-
versity, 5-4

The Belton Tigers 
commenced their District 
16-5A series on Tuesday 
evening at Tidwell Field 
as they hosted the Uni-

versity Trojans.
Belton broke a 1-1 tie 

with a four-run fourth in-
ning and had to hold off 
a late Trojan march to es-
cape with a 5-4 win over 
University.

Rayshaun Peoples 
tied the game in the sec-
ond inning with a massive 
solo home run through a 
30-mph wind over the left 
field fence.

A bases-loaded walk 
to Gage Flores forced 
home, Jacob Quigley’s 
two-run double, and Peo-
ples’ RBI single gave the 
Tigers a 5-1 lead.

University scored 
three times in the top of 
the sixth to pull the Tro-
jans to within a run.

Rangel pitched the 
final 1 1/3 for the save, 
having clinched the win 
for starting pitcher Cole 
Haisler.

Haisler went 5 2/3 in-
nings, allowed four runs 
(none earned) on six hits, 
walked six and struck out 
five. He also had two hits.

Quigley and Peoples 
had two RBI, and Flores 
added a run batted in.

The Tigers (7-9 over-
all, 1-2 in 16-5A) will 

travel to the Waco ISD 
Complex on Friday night 
as they will take on Uni-
versity.

Lake Belton thumps 
Ellison, 16-0

The Lake Belton 
Broncos began their Dis-
trict 16-5A series with 
the Ellison Eagles Tues-
day night in Killeen.

Three Bronco pitch-
ers combined to one-hit 
the Eagles and 10 Bron-
cos combined for 16 hits, 
led by Brent Thomson’s 
4-for-4 night, as Lake 
Belton clipped the Ea-

gles, 16-0.
Fourteen of Lake Bel-

ton’s 16 hits were singles, 
with Kaden Ward having 
doubled and Bryce Davis 
having tripled.

The Broncos (13-4-
2 overall, 3-0 in 16-5A) 
scored once in the first, 
three times in the second, 
five times in the third, six 
times in the fourth, and 
once in the fifth.

Thomson drove home 
four runs, Ty Green ac-

counted for three runs, and 
Cameron Bartz and Jori 
Holland each drove in two 
runs.

Brandon Holley al-
lowed one hit and struck 
out four in two innings. 
Tate Lisenbe struck out four 
in two innings of relief, and 
Kellen Scarborough struck 
out two and walked one in 
one inning of action.

Lake Belton will host 
the Eagles Friday evening 
at Bronco Park.

Golf  -  From Page B2
Kat Moore (104-112–216), 
Reese Sexton (120-112–
232) and Lillie Miles (113-
117–230) completed Lake 
Belton’s showing. 

This will be the Lady 
Broncos’ fifth consecutive 
appearance at regionals. 

Joining the squads at 
the regional meet will be 
Ellison’s Lynnae Bentley 
(7th, 99-102–201) and Rea-
gan Snider (9th, 103-106–
209).

The Lady Broncos and 
Lady Tigers each had a sec-
ond team compete at dis-
trict as well, placing fourth 
(459-454–913) and fifth 
(469-447–916), respec-
tively. 

Suellen Tillis (117-
106–223), Kaylee Carubelli 
(106-117–223), Lexie Hol-
ler (119-113–232), Nena 
Tamarez (137-136–233) 
and Aurora Nance (117-

118–235) represented Lake 
Belton, while Mackenzie 
McGarry (107-109–216), 
Ella Hice (116-106–222), 
Annaleigh Holliday (118-
113–231), Evalie Stearns 
(129-119–248) and Av-
ery Rivera (128-121–249) 
comprised Belton’s second 
team.

University (498-520–
1,018) and Waco (526-
541–1,067) were also in at-
tendance. 

Now, both of Belton’s 
and Lake Belton’s teams 
turn their attention toward 
the Region II meets at 
Pottsboro’s Tanglewood 
Golf Course. 

The two-day tourna-
ments, where the top three 
teams and top three indi-
viduals not on a qualifying 
team advance to state, begin 
April 14 for the girls and 
April 16 for the boys.

Call us today 
to start your 
subscribtion 
254 939 5754
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Top Producing Agent 
for over 20 years

SALADO - Discover elegance and comfort in this meticulously craft-
ed 3389 sqft custom-built home. With 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, the spa-
cious interior offers a seamless flow between its open-concept living 
spaces. Modern amenities and luxurious finishes grace every corner, 
while the serene backyard oasis provides a perfect retreat. This res-
idence harmoniously combines architectural sophistication with con-
temporary living, promising a lifestyle of refined beauty.
ACREAGE From the Starry Nights to the City Lights this one-of-
a-kind Texas Ranch is under 30 minutes to Waco & 1.5 hrs to Aus-
tin! Approx 29 acres with views over Leon River/Lake Belton! 3,000+ 
square ft custom home you must see to appreciate. Enjoy the fabulous 
chef’s kitchen and large family room both with panoramic views. Take 
family game night to a whole new level with wet bar and full bath with 
separate entrance for possible future pool. Huge covered back porch to 
see the magnificent Texas night sky and enjoy cool nights by the custom 
fireplace. Everything is bigger and better in Texas and it is clear to see 
why when you see this amazing ranch!
NEW CONSTRUCTION! Beautiful rock and brick home situated 
on 1/2 acre in the newly developed Deer Grove subdivision in Belton 
ISD. The open floor plan features 3 bedrooms and 2 bath, a pop-up 
ceiling in the family room as well as a corner fireplace as a focal point. 
Large open kitchen with beautiful cabinets and granite! A formal din-
ing and breakfast area plus office. A generous master suite with large 
walk in closet as well as nice sized secondary bedrooms. Large covered 
porch, perfect for relaxing or entertaining with your friends and fam-
ily. As if that is not enough - the home has been pre-wired for a home 
generator.
SALADO -- **Sellers are offering a 2-year home warranty to include 
pool and septic coverage!** Beautiful custom home with pool to cool 
off in the Texas summer heat and an oversized backyard to enjoy! This 
home is located in Salado ISD - features a split floorplan with 4 bed-
rooms (2 secondary are oversized), 3 bath, formal dining and eat-in 
breakfast area with luxury vinyl flooring throughout. The kitchen is 
open to the breakfast and living areas making it great for entertain-
ing. Oversized, insulated garage. All interior walls insulated for sound 
and exterior walls are fully insulated making this very energy efficient! 
Great location with easy access to I-35, Belton, Temple, and Austin.
BELTON ISD - Charming home with a nice front porch, 2 bedrooms, 
one bath and lots of storage. Living area could be used as a meeting 
room. Lot features a beautiful mature tree in the front yard, fully fenced 
yard, and several out buildings. Excellent location with many possibil-
ities! Adjacent properties are also listed for sale and could make this an 
amazing commercial property
THE ESCARPMENT is a legendary neighborhood, and the per-
fect setting for this gorgeous residence. Just minutes from Stillhouse 
Hollow Lake, this gated home sits on over an acre and includes a spar-
kling pool, garden area and a 30x40 building that is insulated. Enjoy 
the abundance of windows throughout the home and especially in the 
breakfast area while watching nature. A gourmet island kitchen is a 
chef’s dream with an loads of countertop space with attached breakfast 
area. The master suite is an exceptional space with room to make a sit-
ting area and you can enjoy the sunroom just off the suite. The property 
has beautiful shaded areas, native Texas plants and fruit trees to enjoy 
throughout the year. As a bonus enjoy the wildlife that passes by in the 
extended yard outside the fence. 
Exceptional property featuring a 3800+ sqft home sitting on 84 fully 
fenced AG exempt acres with stock tank and views for miles!

Texas law requires all real estate licensees to give the following information about 
brokerage services to prospective buyers, tenants, sellers and landlords.   

http://iabs.gocov.com/Laura.pdf

GIVE US A CALL!

MCGUIRE TIRE

is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. Apply in 
person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 603 South First in 
Temple. Pay based on experience TFN

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH 
THE 

TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
COMMISSION

 for a Wine and Malt Beverage Retailer’s Permit 
by Victoria Sobiech dab Early Light Creperie 
LLC, to be located at 201 North East Street, Suite 
C, Belton, Bell County, Texas. Officer of said cor-
poration are:  Victoria Sobiech, Owner. 
 03.27,04.03

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION CASE

NUMBER 25CPB00136
To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
LATONYA DENISE BONHOMME-GIRTLEY, 
Applicant, on February 27, 2025, filed an 
Application to Determine Heirship and for Letters 
of Independent Administration - Intestate in a 
proceeding styled: TERRELL LYNN GIRTLEY, 
Deceased, and bearing the number 25CPB00136 
in the County Court of Bell County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application after 
the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day of 
publication, from the date this citation is published 
which will be April 03, 2025, in the County Court 
at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are 
commanded to appear at or before the time set for 

said hearing by filing a written contest or answer 
to said application should they desire to oppose or 
contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed in 
the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell 
County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for appli-
cant is: Jon M Brandon, 2650 FM 407 E Suite 
145/438, Bartonville TX 76226 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in compli-
ance with the Law, serve it by publication once 
in a newspaper of the general circulation in this, 
the County in which the decedent last resided as 
required by Section 202.052 of the Texas Estate 
Code, for not less than ten days before the return 
day hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, 
and the date of publication said newspaper bears 
shall be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said 
Court at office on March 28, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX 
76513 
By: Lillian Phillips Deputy 
04.3

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of CHARLES R. 
CHAPMAN, Deceased, were issued on March 20, 
2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00149, pending in the 
County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, 
to: MELANIE A. COLLIER.
 All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. c/o: ESTATE 
OF CHARLES R. CHAPMAN, MELANIE A. 
COLLIER, 8591 FM 935, Troy, Texas 76579
 DATED the 27th day of March. 2025.
 W. RANDY HARRELL, State Bar No. 
00789348, Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: 
(254) 771-2082, E-mail: randy@templelawoffice.
com
04.03

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of SANG K. LEE, 
Deceased, were issued on March 25, 2025, in 
Cause No. 25CPB00142, pending in the County 
Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, to: 
SUNG H. KIМ.
 All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by law. c/o: 
DANIEL A. CORBIN Attorney at Law 603 North 
8th Street Killeen, TX 76541
 DATED the 27th day of March 2025.
By: ASHLEY CLAPPER,  CORBIN, STAPLER 
& CLAPPER, PC, 603 North 8th Street, Killeen, 
TX, 76541, Tel: (254) 526-4523, Fax: (254) 
526-6711, DANIEL A. CORBIN ,State Bar No. 
04814300, JAMES BERRY STAPLER, State Bar 
No. 24013557, ASHLEY CLAPPER, State Bar 

No. 24076317, Legal@CorbinLegalTeam.com 
Attorney for SUNG H. KI
04.03

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of SHANE ALLEN 
BRANCH, Deceased, were issued on March 26, 
2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00007, pending in the 
County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, 
to: DANIELLE BRANCH. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: ESTATE OF SHANE ALLEN 
BRANCH, DANIELLE BRANCH, 8622 Foggy 
Draw Ct., Temple, Texas 76502 
DATED the 27th day of March., 2025. 
J. ERIC STOEBNER, State Bar No.: 
24049619, 2106 Bird Creek Drive, Temple, TX 
76502, 
Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 771-
2082, E-mail: eric@templelawoffice.com
04.03 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 
Independent Executor for the Estate of ROBERT 
FOREST COLE, Deceased, were issued on March 
5th 2025, in Cause No. 24CPB000641, pending 
in the County Court of Bell County, Texas, to: 
CAROL SUE COLE. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: Mary Wiley Attorney at Law, 100 W. Central 
Texas Expressway, Suite 306, Harker Heights, 
Texas 76548 
DATED the 26th day of March 2025. 
MARY WILEY Attorney for CAROL SUE 
COLE, State Bar No.: 24032669, 100 W. 
Central Texas Expressway, Suite 306, Harker 
Heights, Texas 76548, Telephone: (254) 634-
6969, Facsimile: (254) 634-6587, E-mail: mary@
lindleylawoffices.com
04.03

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 
Independent Executor for the Estate of LOUIS A. 
MITCHELL, Deceased, were issued on March 
20th, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00133, pend-
ing in the County Court of Bell County, Texas, 
to: KIMBERLY SUZANNE DAVIES and 
GREGORY WILLIAM COURT. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: Mary Wiley Attorney at Law, 100 W. Central 
Texas Expressway, Suite 306, Harker Heights, 
Texas 76548 
DATED the 26th day of March 2025. 
MARY WILEY Attorney for KIMBERLY 
SUZANNE DAVIES and GREGORY 

EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

LEGALS
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COURT, State Bar No.: 24032669, 100 W. 
Central Texas Expressway, Suite 306, Harker 
Heights, Texas 76548, Telephone: (254) 634-
6969, Facsimile: (254) 634-6587, E-mail: mary@
lindleylawoffices.com
04.03

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Any Unknown Father and All Whom It May 
Concern, Respondents, in the hereinafter-styled 
and -numbered cause: You have been sued. You 
may employ an attorney. If you or your attorney 
do not file a written answer with the clerk who 
issued this citation by 10 a.m. on the Monday 
next following the expiration of 20 days after you 
were served this citation and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken against you. The Original 
Petition of the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services, Petitioner, was filed in the 
146th Judicial District Court of Bell County, 
Texas, on February 20, 2025, against Shania 
Tillis and the Unknown Father, Respondent(s), 
numbered 25DFAM351905, and entitled “In the 
Interest of KARTIER TILLIS, minor child.” The 
suit requests to terminate the parent-child relation-
ships and/or to appoint a managing conservator 
of the child. The date and place of birth of the 
child who is the subject of the suit is: KARTIER 
TILLIS, DOB: February 9, 2025, Place of birth: 
Texas 
The court has authority in this suit to render an 
order in the child’s interest that will be binding on 
you, including the termination of the parent-child 

relationship, the determination of paternity, and 
the appointment of a conservator with authority to 
consent to the child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attorney for plain-
tiff is Harold Hardy II, Bell County Attorney’s 
Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, TX 76513 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of the 
Court at Belton, Texas, this the 26th day of
March 2025 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, 
TX 76513 
By: C. Rodirguez Deputy
04.03

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 
Administration for the Estate of Doris Nell 
Klinkovsky, Deceased, were issued on March 24, 
2025 in Docket No. 24CPB00730 pending in the 
County Court at Law of No. 1 of Bell County, 
Texas, to: Karen Kay Hutchins.
 Claims may be presented in care of the attorney 
for the Independent Administrator addressed 
as follows: Karen Kay Hutchins, Independent 
Administrator Estate of Doris Nell Klinkovsky, 
Deceased c/o Emily G. De Young Moorman Tate, 
LLP, P. O. Box 1808, Brenham, Texas 77834-
1808 
All persons having claims against this Estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.
 DATED the 25th day of March, 2025. 
MOORMAN TATE, LLP, By. Emily G. 

De Young Attorneys for the  independent 
Administrator 04.03

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of PEGGY 
MAYFIELD WILSON, Deceased, were issued 
on March 19, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00143, 
pending in the County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell 
County, Texas, to: Dick R. Mayfield.
 All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by law. c/o: 
Jim Thigpen Attorney at Law, PO Box 428, 
TEMPLE, TX 76503 
DATED the 25th day of March, 2025. 
Jim Thigpen  Attorney for Dick R. Mayfield, 
State Bar No.: 19837300 ,PO Box 428, TEMPLE, 
TX 76503, Telephone: (254) 773-1663, 
Facsimile: (254) 773-2574, Email: jim.thigpen@
linzythigpen.com
04.03
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Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com
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EditorialEditorial
Finding Rest

It’s summer vacation planning time. Normally, 
Rick and I have our vacation planned long before 
now, but this year we’ve had some distractions. Last 
night, we brainstormed where we could go and what 
we might do.  

One of the biggest factors is distance. We’ve de-
cided to drive, and we want to arrive the same day we 
depart. Last year, we flew to our destination. From 
the time we left our house early that morning until we 
pulled the rental car into our Airbnb, we realized we 
could have driven in the same amount of time, for a 
LOT cheaper. Plus, my Toyota RAV has roomy leather 
seats that recline all the way back, with plenty of room 
for snacks and books and leg stretches. We don’t get 
any of that with an economy class plane ticket.  

Another concern is the weather. A major perk of 
exiting Texas in the summer is leaving the sweltering 
heat for a few days. We love the mountains. But we’ve 
already used up multiple vacations in Colorado and 
New Mexico. We want to see something new.  

Or at least, we thought we did. With our narrow 
list of requirements, we decided Colorado might still 

be an option. After all, there’s a lot of unexplored (by 
us) territory in those mountains. So in a couple of 
months, we’ll load up the RAV with hiking equipment 
(for Rick) and plein air painting equipment (for me), 
and we’ll head to the Rockies. And I can’t wait. 

Vacations—as we know them—weren’t always a 
thing. Our idea of a vacation didn’t come about until 
after the Civil War. In 1869, William Murray, a Boston 
preacher, published a guidebook titled Adventures in 
the Wilderness. It detailed his experience in the Ad-
irondack Mountains, praising the uplifting quality of 
the lakes, forests, and rivers. The next summer, those 
mountains were flooded with city dwellers who want-
ed to get away from the hustle of urban life. 

By 1875, nearly 200 camps and hotels were open 
for business in that area, along with railroads, steam-
boat docks, and stagecoach taxis. The birth of the In-
dustrial Revolution made travel even more accessible 
for the common man, and by the end of World War 
II, vacations were no longer limited to the wealthy. 
Middle class families made yearly trips to all kinds of 
places, creating memories and boosting the economy 

wherever they went. 
I have a vacation bucket list. I’d love to hang out 

in Scotland and search for the Loch Ness monster, 
take a picture in front of Windsor Castle, sample real 
Bolognese sauce made in some forgotten small town 
in Italy, and sip French wine in a cafe across from the 
Eiffel Tower. Those would certainly be fun trips, but 
I’ve decided it’s not that important. After all, the pur-
pose of a vacation is to get away from daily distrac-
tions, relax, and rest. And the Colorado Rockies seem 
like the perfect place to do that.   

I still may get to those locations someday. But I’m 
so very fortunate, so very blessed, that my favorite 
place in all the world is right here at home. And I don’t 
have to get away to find peace and rest... those things 
are mine, anytime I want them. They’re part of my 
inheritance as a child of the King.  

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. This I de-
clare about the Lord: He is my refuge, my place of 

safety, my God, and I trust him.” Psalm 91:1-2

Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green

Dental Hygiene
I went to the dentist recently. I do 

this a couple of times a year for my reg-
ular scheduled cleanings. I usually don’t 
mind these visits. There is not much 
about it that is uncomfortable. You lie 
back and rest while someone else does 
all the work and when they are done 
your teeth are clean and smooth. Some 
years ago, I had a very good hygienist. 
I would make my appointment well in 
advance. One time I showed up for my 
regular cleaning and found that my reg-
ular hygienist no longer worked there. 
The new person was just not as gentle 
and caring. I suffered through this vis-
it. I was not impressed at all. I had not 
been treated this way since I was in the 
Air Force. Now having enjoyed statis-
tics in school, I knew that this single 
visit was not a statistically accurate 
sampling and suitable for making an 
informed decision, however my mouth 
didn’t agree. So I ended my relationship 
with this dental practice and chased my 
previous hygienist to her new job. Once 
again my teeth were clean and happy. 
Sometime later this hygienist decided 

to give up her career and retire. A good 
friend had suggested yet another stellar 
hygienist, so I jumped ship again and 
tried something new. I was pleased, my 
teeth were clean and shiny, and all of 
this came with a very gentle touch. That 
is like finding a phlebotomist that can 
stick you relatively pain free.

Getting a cleaning is good, however 
it is just a trick so that the dentist can 
come in and find anything that is wrong 
and schedule you for a treatment later. 
Obviously finding dental problems 
early is the best thing you can do. The 
adults in my early life really impressed 
upon me the importance of good den-
tal health. I remember my grandmother 
telling me about the benefits of keeping 
your original teeth for as long as you 
can. She had her first round of teeth 
well into her senior years, only a few of 
her teeth were fabricated and ended up 
in a jar overnight. For some reason her 
words really stayed with me. We also 
had a little hourglass timer for brushing 
my teeth. You flipped up the hourglass 
and started the routine of cleaning your 

teeth like you were taught in school. I 
don’t know how long it was, but after 
a bit the hourglass tipped and dinged 
a little bell, then you could rinse your 
mouth. We also had a mouthwash that 
we could use at times. It tasted like a 
mixture of kerosene and insecticide, 
well I don’t know what those taste like 
I am just guessing. The toothpaste came 
in all varieties of flavor, the worst of 
which was peppermint (which I open-
ly don’t like), the best was striped and 
well suited for keeping in your mouth 
for a couple of minutes.

Well back to my hygienist, she does 
a very good job. I guess I didn’t realize 
how hard they have to work. I was pay-
ing more attention during the last visit. 
In case you didn’t ever watch as closely 
as I have done, the hygienist has to work 
backwards for most of the cleaning. 
When they aren’t working in reverse 
in a mirror they seem to be working 
upside down. Now I know that if you 
do something all the time you get very 
good at it. However working in a mirror 
is a real trick in itself. Switching back 

and forth between reverse and normal 
movement is probably something that 
takes a long time to get used to. Mak-
ing sure you move the right way can be 
a big deal if you are holding a pointed 
metal object or even a whirling device 
in someone’s mouth. I am glad that I 
have experienced dental professionals 
working in my mouth. I am also glad 
that the people that stick their hands 
in my mouth didn’t go through dental 
school on a sports scholarship and are 
able to palm a basketball. I have had a 
lot of painful dental work in my life, 
but nothing beyond what I could toler-
ate for the end result. So I usually don’t 
get too stressed about a regular visit to 
the dentist clinic. It also helps that all 
the folks are friendly, gentle and car-
ing. That goes a long way in making it 
a pleasant experience. You always hear 
horror stories and certain procedures 
that evoke fear about tooth care. How-
ever with good preventative care and a 
trusted team there should be no reason 
to stress about a dental visit, not to men-
tion the super clean teeth.

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan
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My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell
By Austin Lewter

Lynette Sowell here: this 
week, I am yielding my space 
to Austin Lewter, Owner/
Publisher of the Whitesboro 
News-Record. He has writ-
ten an editorial regarding a 
bill in the Texas House of 
Representatives that I think is 
worth sharing:

To anyone who says, 
“Newspapers are dead,” I 
say, “Sit at my desk the Mon-
day after the post office sends 
a bundle of newspapers to 
Fort Worth by mistake.”

I say, “Answer my 
phone when someone has a 
neighbor whose dog ate their 
paper.”

I say, “Do my job when 
someone forgot to renew 
their subscription on time 
and, all of a sudden, realized 
they didn’t get their paper 
that week.”

The latter two incidents 
are far more common than 
the former, but they all occur 
from time to time. When they 
do, I field calls from frustrat-
ed readers looking for their 
paper.

Though I never want 
folks to miss their paper, I get 
encouraged by the number 
of people who really do miss 
their newspaper.

Community newspapers 
are more vital than ever to 

ensuring the public’s right to 
know. They are an integral 
pillar of conversation and 
discourse and serve a role 
vital to the exercise of a free 
democracy.

Alas, though, the Texas 
Legislature is in session again 
and — again — there are 
more attacks on the public’s 
right to know by attempting 
to circumvent the public no-
tice requirements in newspa-
pers.

We’ve heard the excuses 
before; generally, politicians 
make these three arguments:

“1. Nobody reads news-
papers anymore.

2. Since nobody reads 
newspapers, nobody reads 
public notices.

3. Public notices are an 
expensive inconvenience and 
an unfair subsidy for newspa-
pers.”

Rep. Pat Curry (R-Wa-
co) seems to agree. He has 
authored HB 1080.

Although this bill would 
still allow newspapers as an 
option for notice, govern-
ment officials could select 
an alternative to newspaper 
including Facebook, gov-
ernmental websites, school 
newspapers, neighborhood 
newsletters, free-distribution 
shoppers and utility bills.

On the surface, this may 
sound feasible— but it is an-

other flawed attempt to cur-
tail the public’s right to know.

Authors of bills like 
these seem to forget the 
plight of lack of broadband 
access in rural areas.

Many communities 
served by local newspapers 
do not have access to rural 
broadband internet.

Those that do have high 
poverty levels that make con-
nectivity unattainable for 
folks who can otherwise af-
ford an annual subscription to 
their community newspaper.

Simply posting some-
thing to the county website 
does not guarantee the public 
will be able to see it. 

Can we really trust a 
Facebook algorithm to reach 
our intended audience? 

Neighborhood newslet-
ters do not carry the same le-
gal standard of publication as 
do professional newspapers. 

Another such effort was 
derailed several years ago 
after the Grayson County 
Commissioners Court — 
along with others across the 
state — passed a proclama-
tion in opposition to any such 
legislation that would repeal 
or amend newspaper public 
notice standards.

They agreed the idea 
of eliminating notices from 
newspapers is dangerous.

Such abolitions of news-

paper public notices appeal to 
some officials for three rea-
sons they’d never admit:

1. Notices in newspa-
pers absolutely DO get no-
ticed by citizens.

2. Sometimes those pub-
lic notices make voters mad.

3. When they get mad, 
those voters give officials 
an earful. Life is much eas-
ier when they can do things 
without anyone noticing, 
and newspaper notices make 
it impossible to be invisible. 
If you’re a public official, 
public notices can be incon-
venient.

When it comes down 
to it, the newspaper public 
notice is still a bargain that 
works well in print.

This is both a business 
issue and personal issue for 
me. I am a proud owner and 
the publisher of my home-
town Texas newspaper.

My family is dedicated 
to continuing the legacy of 
exceptional community jour-
nalism that dates to 1877. 

I am also a fulltime 
journalism instructor at Tar-
leton State University where 
I serve as faculty adviser of 
a 105-year-old student news-
paper.

If you believe newspa-
pers are dead, stop by my 
classroom and argue that 
point with the next genera-

tion of brilliant young jour-
nalists who are chomping at 
the bit to do work that matters 
in their communities. 

I am also the director of 
the Texas Center for Com-
munity Journalism where we 
work with community media 
companies across the state. 
We are embedded with the 
folks doing the hard work in 
their community’s day-in-
and-day out.

So, yeah, it’s personal 
for me. But it’s also profes-
sional and just plain right.

I consider a vote to elim-
inate newspaper notices to be 
a vote against me personally.

It is a vote against my 
hometown, your hometown 
and the thousands of home-
towns across the state being 
served well by vibrant com-
munity newsrooms.

It is a vote against the 
communities I have the 
privilege of serving and the 
students we are entrusting to 
take over for us soon.

Eliminating newspaper 
notices is an affront to a busi-
ness that’s been a civic pillar 
for your community for lon-
ger than any of us have been 
on this earth. That’s a fact 
none of us can be cavalier 
about.

As of press time, we 
expect the Texas House In-
tergovernmental Affairs 

Committee to decide next 
Wednesday whether to ap-
prove HB 1080 or kill it. 

According to the house.
texas.gov, the committee is 
chaired by Cecil Bell and 
Erin Zwiener

Committee members 
include Sheryl Cole, Phil-
lip Cortez, Cassandra Garcia 
Hernandez, Terri Leo Wil-
son, David Lowe, Shelley 
Luther, Jon E. Rosenthal, Da-
vid Spiller and Carl Tepper.

If you know any of 
these folks, please reach out 
and tell them how much 
your community newspaper 
means to you. Let them know 
how much you rely on them 
as your only sources for pub-
lic notices and community 
information.

Please ask them to not 
assault your right to know 
what your elected officials 
are up to.

Austin Lewter is the 
owner & publisher of the 
Whitesboro News-Record; 
instructor of journalism and 
broadcast at Tarleton State 
University; faculty adviser of 
the Texan News Service and 
JTAC newspaper; and direc-
tor of the Texas Center for 
Community Journalism. He 
can be reached at alewter@
ntin.net. 

Belton ISD students gain hands-on experience in science and healthcare
Special to the Journal 

This semester, stu-
dents across Belton ISD 
have stepped beyond the 
classroom to gain immer-
sive, hands-on experienc-
es in science and health-
care, deepening their 
knowledge and preparing 
for future careers in high-
demand fields.

At Lake Belton High 
School, AP Biology stu-
dents showcased their 
independent research at 
the inaugural Student 
Research Symposium—
a student-led event de-
signed to foster leader-
ship, critical thinking 
and scientific inquiry. 
Students transitioned 
from guided learning to 
conducting self-directed 

experiments, exploring 
fundamental biological 
processes such as pho-
tosynthesis and cellu-
lar respiration. Projects 
ranged from analyzing 
the impact of environ-
mental factors on respira-
tion rates to investigating 
light intensity’s effect on 
photosynthetic efficiency. 
The event featured pro-
fessional-style research 
posters and presentations, 
allowing students to com-
municate their findings to 
peers, teachers, commu-
nity members and even 
a guest speaker—a local 
resident physician—who 
shared insights into the 
medical profession. Par-
ents and volunteers also 
participated as judges, 
further enriching the 

learning experience and 
building community con-
nections.

“By leading their 
own research projects 
and exploring real-world 
applications, our stu-
dents didn’t just learn 
biology—they lived it,” 
said Malintha Abeysiri, 
Science/CTE Teacher 
at Lake Belton High 
School. “They developed 
essential skills like prob-
lem-solving, decision-
making, and scientific 
communication, all while 
taking ownership of their 
learning.”

Over at Belton High 
School, students in Steph-
anie Yaryan’s phleboto-
my class participated in 
patient care assessments 
while Dr. Malinda Golden 

observed the session. Stu-
dents practiced key clini-
cal skills such as patient 
introductions, tourniquet 
application, vein identi-
fication, and simulated 
blood draws. These exer-
cises are part of the Certi-
fied Clinical Medical As-
sistant (CCMA) program, 
which offers students the 
opportunity to earn pro-
fessional certification by 
the end of the year.

“Students eagerly 
practice skills like phle-
botomy in a simulated en-
vironment to build confi-
dence and develop critical 
thinking,” said Stephanie 
Yaryan, Health Science 
Teacher. “This training 
lays a strong foundation 
for careers in healthcare 
and many students use it 

as a launchpad into the 
medical field.”

Students from both 
high schools also par-
ticipated in Health Ca-
reer Navigation Day at 
Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center in Tem-
ple. Organized by Belton 
ISD’s Career and Tech-
nical Education depart-
ment, the event provided 
real-world exposure to 
medical careers through 
hospital tours, panel dis-
cussions, and simulated 
experiences. Students 
engaged with healthcare 
professionals to learn 
about the importance of 
professionalism, the ap-
plication process, and the 
values that drive success 
in medical careers.

“Through this immer-

sive experience, students 
gained firsthand insight 
into the fast-paced health-
care environment and the 
teamwork that powers pa-
tient-centered care,” said 
Denise Ayres, Director of 
PK-12 Career Readiness. 
“It helped them under-
stand workplace expecta-
tions and the personal and 
professional skills needed 
to thrive in the healthcare 
industry.”

From scientific re-
search to clinical skills 
and real-world hospital 
exposure, Belton ISD 
students are gaining 
meaningful, hands-on 
experiences that bring 
classroom learning to 
life—and inspire the next 
generation of healthcare 
providers and scientists.

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
As I type this, it’s a rea-

sonably pleasant Saturday 
afternoon, the capstone to a 
bit of a trying week. 

I’ll spare the details, 
but the gist of it is that by 
the time I got home Friday 
afternoon all I wanted to do 
was change into something 
a little more comfortable, 
get a bit of dinner, pull up 
a particular live-stream so I 
can hear a favorite weekly 
show, and then take part in 
the first leg of a weekend-
long event in one of the app 
games I play. 

Well, I have an all-in-
one television, internet, and 
landline phone bundle from 
a particular national service 

provider, so when there’s 
any sort of service outage 
I generally lose all three 
at once. When I got home 
yesterday I discovered that 
there was indeed some sort 
of outage going on, so all 
three were indeed kaput, 
just like my plans for the 
evening were looking rather 
kaput. I grabbed my smart 
phone (I have a different 
wireless carrier), called the 
customer service line for 
my bundle provider, and 
went through the process 
of dealing with their auto-
mated help system. 

It turns out that there 
was indeed a problem, the 
provider knew about the 

problem, and technicians 
were in the process of 
working on it. The ETA for 
the repairs to be done was 7 
PM, but they couldn’t guar-
antee anything. I requested 
that the system call me back 
once repairs were fully 
completed, with the system 
noting that no calls would 
go out between 9 PM and 
8 AM. With that, I sat back 
and began meditating in or-
der to try and calm myself. 

Service came back 
about 8 PM, but since I 
hadn’t gotten the phone 
call I knew that something 
wasn’t quite right. Sure 
enough, we lost service 
about 8:45 PM, and it was 

spotty through to about 
9:45 PM, when I decided 
to call it a night. Since this 
was after the period where I 
wouldn’t get a call, I decid-
ed to just sit back and start 
meditating again. I eventu-
ally nodded off, woke up 
around 2 AM, discovered 
that service had finally been 
restored, and received the 
phone call promptly at 8 
AM. 

For me, this whole 
thing was a bit disappoint-
ing, but not something to 
be truly upset over. I grew 
up in the days before the 
internet was commonly 
available, and so knew I 
had options. I could have 

easily pulled out a book, 
put on a DVD, turned on 
the radio, or done one of a 
dozen other things in lieu 
of my planned internet-
based activities. This time 
around, given how mentally 
tired I was from the preced-
ing week, I figured I’d just 
rest up and clear my head, 
hence my meditating before 
falling asleep.

In the 40+ years I’ve 
been alive, the internet has 
gone from “something very 
few people outside of gov-
ernment agencies and col-
leges have” to “if you’re 
willing to pay enough you 
could hypothetically have 
every last appliance in your 

kitchen connected to your 
phone”. The vast majority 
of individuals now have at 
least one device that can 
connect to the internet. 
Most folks take the internet 
for granted, and rue it when 
we don’t have it rather than 
remember how great an in-
novation it is. 

In many ways folks, we 
live in a blessed era com-
pared to when I first grew 
up. This period has its trou-
bles, no doubt about it. But 
how often do we stop and 
express gratitude for what 
we have? Maybe, folks, we 
should take a few minutes 
to ponder that.  

Down and Outage
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal information to help police officers find someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additional aid including those 
with Dementia, Autism or specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept 
confidential to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read 
more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran population. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abduction or 
domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
first message is imperative. For further education on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:
SHAWN COLVIN — May 16 
In the 30 years since the release of her debut album, Colvin has won three Grammy 
Awards, released 13 albums, written a critically-acclaimed memoir, maintained a non-
stop national and international touring schedule, appeared on countless TV and radio 
shows, had her songs featured in major movies, and created a remarkable canon of work.
RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12  
With five Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the 
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and 
an unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she 
continues to carve a path uniquely her own.
AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.
ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music land-
scape for more than 50 years. 
SHINYRIBS — Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defies genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, 
New Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band 
swing and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two 
premier music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at 
the Wheel and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both 
the Texas Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music 
Series. Some old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many 
new performers also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please 
visit https://www.cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music 
Series lineup in next weeks edition of the newspaper.

The March meeting of the Central Texas Travel Club will be March 27 at 
Johnnys Steaks and Barbeque in Salado. The gathering will begin at 11:00 with the 
meeting at 11:30. We will be discussing upcoming trips including Enchanted Rock 
and Luckenbach, Kentucky to see the Ark, San Antonio to see Moulin Rouge, and 
Florida in December. For more information contact us on Facebook or central-
texastravelclub@outlook.com. The meeting is open to everyone with no dues or 
membership requirements.

Salem Lutheran Church BBQ & Silent Auction Fundraiser Nestled in the heart 
of farmland in Rosebud, Texas, Salem Lutheran Church is getting ready for its 23rd 
Annual BBQ Fundraiser and Silent Auction benefiting Bell County’s Relay for Life.  
The event will take place on Sunday, March 30, starting at 11a.m. at SPJST Lodge 
47 Seaton Star Hall, 10842 TX-53 in Temple, bringing the surrounding communities 
together for a day of delicious barbeque and charitable giving. Since its founding in 
1901, Salem Lutheran has been a pillar of faith and service not only to its own mem-
bers but to neighboring communities as well.  Over the past 23 years, the congrega-
tion has worked tirelessly to raise funds for Relay for Life, an organization dedicated 
to supporting cancer research and assisting those affected by the disease.“We are 
incredibly grateful for the ongoing support of our parishioners, volunteers and the 
community,” said Co-Captain Gaile Elsik of Salem Lutheran Church.  “Every plate 
of barbecue served, and every dollar raised brings us one step closer to making a 
difference in the fight against cancer.” The 23rd Annual BBQ Fundraiser promises to 
be another success, with all proceeds going directly to Relay for Life.  Plates will be 
available for dine-in and takeout, ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to enjoy 
a meal while supporting a meaningful cause. For more information about the event 
or to find out how to get involved in Relay for Life in your area, please visit www.
cancer.org

We Are Music Salado proudly presents the Third Annual Porch & Planet Fes-
tival a three-day event along Salado’s scenic music mile celebrating local musicians, 
artists, merchants and planet earth, kicking off on Friday, April 11-13. Activities and 
events begin on Friday afternoon, April 11 at 5 p.m. and run through Sunday, April 
13 at 5 p.m. Attendees will experience a great weekend with the friendly and charm-
ing community of Salado. This year’s Porch & Planet offers attendees a wide variety 
of experiences – all promising three full days of music, entertainment, and family 
fun. This event is sponsored by We Are Music Salado and Salado’s Music Friendly 
Community.

Ladies Auxiliary M.P.R.V.F.D. presents Roses for Hoses on Saturday, April 12 at 
8:30 a.m. at the Oakmont Park in Morgans Point Resort. A 5K run and walk, part of 
the Centex race series formerly known as Cops Vs. Robbers. Dress in costume or 
come as you are. The event supports the fire department and community outreach 
projects.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways 
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide compan-
ionship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, 
apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or 
call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones 
to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining 
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday 
of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central 
Ave in Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich 
historical heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating 
and conducting programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural 
resources in alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. 
Our community resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery in-
formation, historical markers and monument records. Our services include informa-
tion on historic preservation, educational programming, history community outreach 
and partnerships. We welcome you to come join other history minded folks and get 
involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, 
markers and education. To volunteer or for more information  please visit historical-
commission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or go by their office located 
in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come 
down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat 
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rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and 
restaurants surrounded by live music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in Belton. Ma-
jong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. 
For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the 
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in 
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com 
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of 
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and 
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses 
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you 
have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make 
that difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or 
e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are 
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get 
involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the 
following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0. 

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at 
the Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St.

Community InformationCommunity Information

04/01: Footloose Singles
04/02: Luncheon (Activities Fashion 
Show); Popcorn Bridge
04/03: 42 Dominoes
04/07: Chat ‘n’ Canasta
04/08: Singing Bluebonnets
04/10: 42 Dominoes
04/11: TGIF Lunch
04/12: Couples Night Out
04/14: Bookworms
04/15: Bunco
04/16: Popcorn Bridge

04/17: Nonfiction Book Club; 42 
Dominoes
04/18: Trailblazers Walking Group
04/19: Exploring Wines
04/21: Snack Time Mahjong
04/22: Singing Bluebonnets
04/23: Fun Lunch
04/24: 42 Dominoes
04/26: Jimmy’s Egg
04/28: Well -Read Women; Monday 
Canasta
04/30:  Crochet and Knit

NOW OPEN

"To join or for more information, please call: 
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.

Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com."

APRIL

Newcomers Club Activities

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups
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GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET 

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

 General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

Adrian’s

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042
www.airctrl.com

5515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030

Financing & Trade-Ins Available

Texas State License: TACLA13736C (Temple) & TACLA23614C (Waco)

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX 
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com

Drew Popelka
 Attorney - CPA

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

today, tomorrow, the future

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334 Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Norman
Building

Materials

939-5132

1010 S. Main St. • Belton

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

SINCE 1945

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B   |   778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

Finding Abundance in Gratitude
I was in the 

Temple High 
School graduating 
class of 1966, and 
yes, I know that 
it was a very long 
time ago. Thanks 
to social media and 
actively getting in-
volved in planning 
our last class re-
union, I have been 
able to rekindle 
many old friend-
ships. Even some 
of my class mem-
bers I barely knew 
in high school are 
now my friends, 
due to our com-
mon bond.

This year, and 
we are only three 
months into it, has 
not been very kind 
to our class as we 
have lost several 
class members. 
Some extremely 
fine people are no 
longer with us on 
this Earth, and 
I feel deeply for 
their spouses and 
their families. With 

God’s grace, I hope 
to see them again 
in a better place.

It really struck 
home to me when 
at one of my class-
mate’s visitation, 
a small group of 
us were talking 
outside the funer-
al home and we 
asked, “Which one 
of us is next?” This 
caused me to pause 
and reflect on my 
own life and my 
lack of gratitude. 
Am I truly grate-
ful for each day I 
wake up and see 
a new rising sun? 
No, unfortunate-
ly not always, so I 
have determined to 
set a new goal for 
this year, and that 
is to be more grate-
ful for all the many 
blessings that I 
have received.

Jesus actually 
models gratitude 
in His prayers, 
such as when He 
gives thanks before 

feeding the 5,000 
(Matthew 15:36) 
or at the Last Sup-
per (Luke 22:19). 
The Apostle Paul 
often expressed 
thanksgiving in 
his letters, encour-
aging believers to 

give thanks in all 
circumstances, no 
matter what they 
were (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:18 - "Give 
thanks in all cir-
cumstances; for 
this is the will of 
God in Christ Je-
sus for you").

In doing some 
reading on grati-
tude, I appreciate 

the suggestion of 
shifting ones fo-
cus from what 
one lacks to what 
one has. I found a 
great quote which 
reflects that, al-
though I could 
not find out who 
said it, "Gratitude 
turns what we have 
into enough." As 
we concentrate on 
what we have, we 
are so less likely to 
focus on what we 
would like to have. 
Another quote is 
this one by Maya 
Angelou, who 
by the way is the 
author of a num-
ber of profound 
quotes, "When we 
give cheerfully and 
accept gratefully, 
everyone is bless-
ed."

I have also re-
alized that I need 
to express my 
gratitude more to-
wards others. Ac-
tively expressing 
gratitude through 

words, gestures, 
or actions, such as 
writing a thank-
you note or sim-
ply saying “thank 
you.” After all, all 
kindness deserves 
an abundance of 
gratitude.

Let us all be 
grateful for the 
blessings each of 
us has, not just 
material things, 
but for family, 
friends, country, 
and the salvation 
given to us by our 
Lord and Savior. 
Join with me as I 
try to show more 
gratitude in my 
life. It just might 
change your whole 
outlook on life, for 
as Maya Ange-
lou said, "This is 
a wonderful day; 
I have never seen 
this one before," 
and I might add, “I 
may not get to see 
another one.” May 
God bless each of 
you!

John Perry 

BELTON/
MORGAN’S POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.
WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 
254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in 
Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 
254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 
254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 
254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral 
Worship Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 
254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 
254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic 
Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 
254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church 
Apostolic UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 
254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community 
Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 
254.721.8250

Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 
254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 
254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 
254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 
254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
06 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Christian Church of 
Belton
306 E. 5th in Belton Fccbelton.
com
1st Christian Church of 
Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061

First Mexican Baptist 
Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of 
Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 
254.939.2115

First United Methodist 
Church205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 
254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal 
Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 
254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship
308 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933.3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ of the Apostolic 
Faith, Inc. 
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 
254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 
254.939.0824

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 
254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 
254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 
254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist 
Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 
254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist 
Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 
254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 
254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of  Jesus 
Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 
254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed  Baptist 
Church
505 E. Ave C. www.
RRBC1689.com

Redeemer Reformed Baptist 
Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 254.939.6446

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 
254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 
254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist
 Fellowship of Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 
254.778.8034

TEMPLE
Christ Episcopal Church
and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 
254.773.1657

Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 
254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 
254.733.7718

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 
254.773.6866

First Methodist Church 
Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 
254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church 
Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10701 W. Adams ~ 
254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 
254.773.1401 

Grace Comm. Primitive 
Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 
254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 
254.939.0682

New Hope Church  of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 
254.742.2181

St. Francis Episcopal Church 
& School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255
St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 
254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 
254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the  
Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744

The Redeemed Christian 
Church of God Salvation 
Center 
405 Van Dyke Drive, Suite 
403A ~ 469-348-1475

Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellow-
ship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 
254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr. Sundays 
8:30, 10, 11:30 a.m., 5 p.m.
www.thevista.tv ~ 
254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 
254.773.3177

SURROUNDING AREA

Central Union Church of 
Christ
100 W. Avenue G Nolanville 
www.mycuccanfamily. org~ 
254-698-0534

Little River United Methodist 
Church 
104 N Kings Tr.

Little River-Academy 
~ 254.982.4767

Little Rivers Freedom Road

Fellowship
1406 W. Church St. Little River 
Academy ~ 5125951886 
Freedomroadbc@gmail.com
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* * O N E  D A Y * *
O N L Y

* * * FREE BUCKET * * *
WITH PURCHASES $50 OR MORE

MOST EVERYTHING PACKED
INTO YOUR BUCKET*

*Bucket Sale discounts valid April 5, 2025, only. Limit one bucket and one offer redemption per customer. Ammo, optics, 
and reloading are 10% off. Firearms are 5% off. See store or murdochs.com/details for full exclusions and rules.

10%
OFF

Most Everything Else 
Not In Your Bucket

%
OFF2020%%
OFFOFF

Saturday, April 5BB  ucketucket
SALESALE

murdochs.com

Killeen, TX  |  701 E. Central Texas Expy  |  254.312.4300  |  murdochs.com

 

Friday, April 4th 
8am-5:30pm

Saturday, April 5th 
8am-NooN

Giveaways & Coupons!

0%

APR | UP TO 84MOS

OR

$3,000*
SAVE 

UP TO
ON SELECT
EQUIPMENT

April 4 & 5, 2025

KubotaUSA.com
* © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2025. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 84 months on purchases of new select Kubota L3302 series equipment from 
participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 
monthly payments of $11.90 per $1000 financed. Customer instant rebate of $3,000 with cash or standard rate financing. Customer instant rebates include 
Orange Plus Attachment Instant Rebate of $200 with purchase of the third qualifying new implement and $200 for the fourth new qualifying implement. There 
is no rebate on the first and second implement purchased. Offers expire 6/30/25. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota 
disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive 
offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com. KOD-04-152470-1

Brenham
Bryan
Jasper
Lufkin

Nacogdoches

WCTKubota.com

Register for 
a chance to 

win a Kubota 
Z232-42!

Navasota
Normangee

Sealy
Temple
Waco

WOODS, WATERS and WILDLIFE
By John Jefferson

If It Ain’t Broke …
A tired and worn old saying discourages fixing some-

thing that “ain’t broke.”
Sometimes change is necessary. In others, the only 

complaint seems that someone  doesn’t like the way a per-
son or government agency does business.

State Representative Pat Curry, from Waco, intro-
duced a bill to abolish the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD). The bill would scatter TPWD’s em-
ployees like a startled covey of quail among three other 
state agencies -- ones that already have legislatively or-
dained duties. Many TPWD employees are college-edu-
cated scientists who also trained for years to profession-
ally manage fish and wildlife. 

The bill doesn’t claim inefficiency by TPWD or dere-
liction of duties. Nothing is broken. The State Legislature 
scrutinizes its agencies. That’s what the Sunset Commis-
sion does. And its work is quite thorough. TPWD was last 
examined in 2021 and approved for twelve more years. 

Rep. Curry is on record for saying he introduced the 
bill to “get the Parks and Wildlife Departments’ atten-
tion.” In subsequent interviews, he has said he wants to 
call attention to TPWD’s regulations regarding Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) among white-tailed deer.

Most Texans know by now that CWD is fatal in 
whitetails. It’s incurable and can be carried in an animal 
for several years before exhibiting symptoms. It’s silently 

spread from one deer to others, including mule deer and 
elk. When mule deer were discovered with CWD along 
the Texas-New Mexico line, the TPWD Commission 
called an emergency meeting in San Antonio to consider 
ways to keep the disease from affecting the four million 
white-tailed deer in Texas at the time. Now, there are over 
five million whitetails, here. 

Texas deer breeders attended that meeting and tes-
tified against proposed regulations to prevent importing 
deer into Texas from other states, some of which had al-
ready discovered CWD among their deer. 

As I listened to TPWD’s testimony on the proposal 
in San Antonio that day, ceasing importation seemed like 
the logical first step in keeping CWD out of native deer. 
Texas had plenty of deer, and out-of-state hunters coming 
to Texas to hunt deer was a good indication that the genes 
of Texas deer were sufficient. The only need for importing 
northern deer was in the minds of breeders seeking bigger 
antlered deer to sell. That struck me as a flimsy excuse 
for continuing to bring possibly sick deer to Texas and 
endangering one of our most beloved natural resources.

Since then, I have seen and heard breeders speaking 
at TPW commission meetings and other assemblies op-
posing practically every proposed regulation. This legis-
lation was merely more of the same – albeit a drastic one 
potholed with punji pits of expenses and rife with chaos, 
low employee morale, and probable loss of services to the 
public. The bill was absurdly unworkable.

Within hours following the bill’s introduction, a 

mandate of opposition arose from all corners.  Rep. Curry 
withdrew the bill.

A similar bill would abolish the Texas Animal Health 
Commission, which has supported TPWD’s CWD regula-
tions. Hopefully, it too will be dropped. 

 Photo courtesy of University of Florida. 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is an incurable 
and contagious disease affecting white-tailed deer 
and several other species of ungulates. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) enacted 
regulations prohibiting importation of northern 
deer possibly carrying CWD.  Other regulations to 
protect Texas’ white-tailed deer – a valuable natural 
resource – have been adopted. Legislation was in-
troduced this session to abolish TPWD to appease 
Texas deer breeders.
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