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Downtown businesses open for Market Days on Saturday
By David Tuma 
The Belton Journal 

Market Days is a Bel-
ton tradition dating back 
to 2010. 

This weekend in 
downtown Belton Mar-
ket Days will be held this 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

There are101 vendors 
signed up for this Satur-
day’s event. 

Live music will be 
provided by Michael 
Mahler, Jay White and 
Martian Folk. An area 

food court will be avail-
able. 

Area restaurants and 
local merchants will be 
open for business. 

This event brings an 
extra number of visitors 
downtown. It is a big day 
for tourists and shopping 
in Belton.

Eight volunteers 
work at the event. Market 
Days is a product of the 
work of the Downtown 
Belton Business Alliance. 

See MARKET DAYS, 
Page A2

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

The 40th anniver-
sary of Bell County’s 
Relay for Life will be 
Saturday, May 3, at the 
Cadence Bank Center’s 
Exposition Hall in Bel-
ton.

Set up for this year’s 
event will start at 8 a.m. 
that day, and the actual 
Relay will be from noon 
until midnight.

According to orga-
nizer Amy Jones, more 
than 500 participants 
and 33 teams are ex-
pected for this year’s lo-
cal Relay.

“The theme for this 
year’s Bell County Re-
lay for Life is, Make 
Cancer Extinct,” Jones 
said. “Last year we had 
nearly 500 people par-
ticipate, and we are hop-
ing to beat that number 
this year.”

Since 1985, com-
munities across the 
world have come to-
gether to honor and re-
member loved ones and 
raise money for cancer 
research. Relay for Life 
Events are held glob-
ally.

Participants take 
turns walking a track 
lined with luminary 
bags in honor of those 
who have passed from 
cancer as well as those 
who have survived.

According to Jones, 
a vendor market will be 
set up from noon until 7 
p.m. 

The market will 
feature many items for 
sale, and booth rental 
fees go into the event 
proceeds. All money 
raised during Relay for 
Life go to the American 
Cancer Society for can-

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Local competitive runners raced 
this past Saturday at the Roses for 
Hoses 5k in Morgan’s Point Resort 
hosted by the Ladies Auxiliary. The 
race, part of the Centex Race Series, 
was held at Oakmont Park. 

“This event is a fundraiser that 
goes back to our fire department. 
It used to be cops versus robbers,” 
said Nayda Santana, city admin/pro-
curement director for MPR. “Thank 
you to everyone that participated 
and sponsored – the bib raffle had 
a tremendous number of sponsors.”

There were 50 bib raffle prizes, 
such as a 4-pack matte black LED 
solar lights, Serenity TKD one 
membership, an Ozark Trail 10x25 
compact binoculars, and a kitchen 
conversion cutting board, to name 

a few.
Anthony Banda won second 

place overall and first place in 
his age group with a chip time of 
19:44.38.

“I like to run. It’s very freeing 
especially when you run outdoors 
and see the community. It’s re-
ally nice that the community holds 
events like this for running. It’s very 
important for fitness, health, and 
overall growth in the community,” 
said Banda, who is a student at 
Shoemaker High School in Killeen. 
“I do cross country and track. I am 
doing the CenTex race series, and I 
just ran the Austin state capital 10k. 
I try to do as many 5ks as I can with 
my mom.” 

Pro Fit Racing kept the official 
timing and results. All finishers re-
ceived a rose, yellow or red, courte-
sy of H-E-B. Runners were provided 

water and Gatorade, as well as a va-
riety of fruit, fruit snacks, ice pops, 
and granola bars.

Aaron Flowers placed third in 
his age group with a chip time of 
25:24.19.

“I’ve been running my whole 
life. So far, I’ve done 6 runs this 
year. I did a half marathon last week 
at Pepper Creek Trail in Temple and 
I run all around West Temple,” said 
Flowers, who started running again 
last January. “I decided to do the 
CenTex Race Series and I think my 
time was a half a minute faster.”

The vendors at the event were 
John Corsi State Farm, Sam’s Club, 
and Junction Fitness. Runners were 
invited to dress up and participate in 
a costume contest.

MPR Ladies Auxiliary presi-

Runners turn out for 
Roses for Hoses 5k 

TUES & WED 8A-5P
THURSDAY 8A-9P
SOME FRIDAYS

9A-12P 

MEDICAL CLINIC
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DENTAL CLINIC
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On May 3, residents can 
vote in the City of Belton’s 
first contested City Council 
election in five years and on a 

proposed measure to amend 
the City Charter to allow 
changes to the city’s munici-
pal court system.

General Election 
Three City Council terms 
are expiring: Daniel Bucher 
(Place 5), Wayne Carpen-
ter (Place 6), and Stephanie 
O’Banion (Place 7). Bucher 
and O’Banion seek to retain 
their seats, while Carpenter is 
not seeking re-election.

Bucher, a former mem-
ber of the Belton Parks 
Board, seeks a third term, 
while O’Banion, a former 
member of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission (P&Z), 

seeks a second term. She did 
not draw an opponent for 
Place 7.

Current P&Z Commis-
sion Members Ty Taggart 
(Place 5) and Luke Neale 
Potts (Place 6) have also filed 
for seats, as has Clinton Bai-
ley (Place 6), who serves as 
an alternate on the Building 
and Standards Commission.  

After the filing period 
closed, candidates had an op-
portunity to draw for ballot 
placement, which resulted in:

Place 5
Ty Taggart
Daniel Bucher
Place 6
Luke Neale Potts
Clinton Bailey
Place 7
Stephanie O’Banion
During this election Bel-

ton residents may vote for up 
to three candidates, one vote 
for each Place. The candidate 
with the majority of votes in 
each respective Place will be 
declared the winner. Places 

differ from districts in that 
there are no geographical re-
strictions other than the city 
limits.

Special Called Election 
The Special Called Election 
will allow residents to vote 
whether to amend the city’s 
charter regarding the Mu-
nicipal Court. A vote “For” 
would change Belton’s Mu-
nicipal Court to a Court of 

See ELECTION, 
Page A2
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Double T
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• Counter tops
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Metro Creative

Gardening is a rewarding activity that 
has been found to provide a host of bene-
fits beyond ensuring readily available ac-
cess to fresh fruits, vegetables and awe-in-
spiring blooms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says many gardening tasks 
qualify as light to moderate exercise, 
which means raking the leaves and cut-
ting the grass can be just as beneficial as 
cardiovascular activities like brisk walk-
ing or jogging. In addition, a 2017 study 
published in the journal Preventive Med-
icine Reports found that gardening can 
help aging men and women offset age-re-
lated weight gain. And the health benefits 
of gardening go beyond the physical. In 
2014, a systematic review of randomized 
controlled trials published in Complemen-
tary Therapies in Medicine concluded that 

horticultural therapy may be an effective 
treatment for people with dementia.

Gardeners have a host of tools at 
their disposal to help turn their lawns and 
gardens into awe-inspiring landscapes. 
Among those options are ergonomic tools. 
Ergonomic tools can benefit gardeners of 
all ages, but they may prove especially 
valuable for aging men and women.

How ergonomic tools differ from 
traditional gardening tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed to ensure that using them has as 
little effect on the body as possible. Er-
gonomic tools align with how a person 
naturally moves his or her body, which 
can reduce the likelihood that gardeners 
will suffer any strains or sprains while 
gardening or experience any aches and 
pains after a day spent tending to their 
landscapes.

Choosing the right tools

The West Virginia University Center 
for Excellence in Disabilities notes that 
gardeners will know they have chosen 
the right ergonomic gardening tool for 
the job when they do not have to adapt 
the tool. Ergonomic tools should match 
gardeners’ heights, fit their grip and feel 
comfortable when in use.

Specific benefits of ergonomic 
tools

Ergonomic gardening tools are de-
signed in a way that can reduce stress on 
the body while performing various tasks.
Gardeners know that aches and pains can 
add up after a day spent kneeling in the 
garden, raking soil and carrying supplies
from a shed or garage around the prop-
erty. But the WVUCED notes that er-
gonomic tools do more than just reduce 
gardeners’ risk of injury.

• Ergonomic tools increase efficien-
cy. Wasted motions are less likely when 

using ergonomic tools. That can im-
prove efficiency in the garden, allowing 
gardeners to get more done in the same 
amount of time. And because ergonom-
ic tools are designed to work with the 
body, gardeners likely won’t need to take 
breaks due to aches and pains, which also 
makes it easier to be more efficient when 
working in the garden.

• Ergonomic tools increase garden-
ers’ capabilities. The WVUCED notes that 
principles behind ergonomics keep gar-
deners using the tools in natural positions. 
That means gardeners won’t lose power 
to bending and twisting, enabling them 
to do more in the garden than they might 
be able to do when using non-ergonomic
tools.

Gardening is a rewarding and bene-
ficial activity. The right ergonomic tools 
for the job can enhance those benefits and
make gardening even more enjoyable.

How ergonomic tools can help gardeners

ALL WORK WARRANTIED
49 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY

ALL WORK WARRANTIED
50 YEARS EXPERIENCE LOCALLY

City of Belton Council election is May 3

MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ/BELTON JOURNAL
ABOVE LEFT: Nayda Santana, city admin/procurement director for MPR, the overall winner Brian Knight bib 
#6938 with a chip time of 18:48.74 and the first-place female Nicole Chitwood bib #6874 with a chip time of 
22:54.63 at the Roses for Hoses 5k. ABOVE RIGHT: Runners from age groups 11 and under up to ages 70 
plus participated in the Annual Roses for Hoses 5k this past Saturday.

See ROSES, 
Page A3

File photo 
Cancer survivors celebrate with the Survivor Lap 
at last year’s Bell County Relay for Life. This 
year’s event is set for Saturday, May 3.

40th annual Bell 
County Relay for Life 

set for May 3 

See FUNDRAISER, 
Page A2

DERMATOLOGY Call Now! 
254-265-7100

Common Skin, Nail, and Hair issues.
Procedural Dermatology & Mohs
Skin Cancer Screening & Surveillance
Aesthetic Services

Serving Patients Closer To Home!
RealSkinDerm.com

1618 Canyon 
Creek Dr. #120

New Temple 
Office!

Luke Potts Ty Taggart

File photo
Downtown Belton is filled with shoppers during Market Days. The first Market 
Days event for 2025 is set for this Saturday, April 19.
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Submission guidelines for The Belton Journal and 
related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a community-
contributed submission of material and falls under 
these guidelines.

• You retain ownership of any submission that is 
your original work. Submissions sent from third par-
ties should only be by permission of the organization 
or individual who owns it, who also must agree to this 

submission policy.
• You understand that submissions may or may not 

appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of 
publication, now or in the future.

• By contributing a submission, you are granting to 
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to 
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying 
the original submission to fit print requirements.

• Submissions used become a permanent part of 
the Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue 

of appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search 
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and 
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

• Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights 
for possible future use.

• By contributing any submission, you are indicat-
ing you have read and understood this policy and 
agree to its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
To be considered for inclusion in the Belton 

Journal, all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. 
on Monday of the week in question. 

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the 
Editor) are those of the authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s 
management, staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor 
should not exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at 
(254) 939-5754.

The Belton Journal (ISSN 1053-9131) is published every Thursday, 210 N. Penelope, Belton, TX 76513.  Second Class periodical 
postage paid at Belton, TX. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to: The Belton Journal   P.O. Box 180 Belton, TX 76513

Publisher: David Tuma, David@BeltonJournal.Com; Classifieds & Legals: Elsie Wiley, Legals@BeltonJournal.Com; Marketing Experts: Kimberly Cables, Ads@BeltonJournal.Com & Alexandra Arguita, Sales@
BeltonJournal.Com; News Editor: Lynette Sowell, LSowell@CoveLeaderPress.com; Sports Editor: Clay Whittington, Sports@BeltonJournal.Com; Sports Reporters: Tony Adams, Aries Ramos Graphic Artists: Jason 

Bachie, Jordan Hernandez, Kat Burkhouse; Creative Consultant, Susan Kolodziejczyk; News Reporters: Mike Myers, David Stone, Daniel Moctezuma, Michelle Rodriguez, Annie Dockery

cer research and related 
programs.

A lap for cancer sur-
vivors will be held at 
5:30 p.m., and the light-
ing of the luminary bags 
begins at 8 p.m. Closing 
ceremonies will begin at 
11:30 p.m.

“The participating 

teams will each have a 
food item to sell,” Jones 
said. “Chick Fil A is do-
nating some food, and 
teams will have egg 
rolls, snow cones and 
other food items.” 

“All the money goes 
to our Relay for Life.”

Fundraiser -  From Page A1

Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 
Gunter Financial Services is not a registered Broker/Dealer and is independent of Raymond James 

Financial Services. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. member 
FINRA/SIPC. Raymond James does not offer tax advice.

306 E. Central Ave. | Belton, TX 76513
254-613-5508

contact@gunterfinancialservices.com
www.gunterfinancialservices.com

When it comes to your coffee order, there’s a case for playing it safe. 
After all, you know what you like, right? With investment decisions, 
however, things get a bit more complicated.

As financial advisors, we can help you set up guardrails against your 
own biases and give you the tools and education you need to manage 
your hard-earned wealth with confidence.

Think you can beat the clock?
Do you trust your GPS or do you always assume you can get there just a little 
bit faster? Think you can beat the market, too?

We all have subconscious biases, but that doesn’t mean they need to get in 
the way of your financial goals. 

How can I help you reach yours?

© 2018 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered through 
Raymond James Financial Services member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered  

through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 18-BDMKT-3019

[FINANCIAL ADVISOR NAME]
[Approved Title]

[12345 Streetname] // [City, ST 00000]  
[T 000.000.0000] // [T 000.000.0000] 
[first.lastname@raymondjames.com] 
[websiteaddress.com]

Your usual or something new?
Do you consider yourself a creature of habit? Perhaps you’re hesitant to try new 
things and so you exclusively buy certain brands, whether it’s a car, wine or soap. 
Do these tendencies ring a bell? If so, you may be prone to a familiarity bias.

When it comes to your coffee order, there’s a case for playing it safe. After all, you 
know what you like, right? With investment decisions, however, things get a bit 
more complicated. 

We all have subconscious biases, but that doesn’t mean they need to get in the way 
of your financial success. As a financial advisor, I can help you set up guardrails 
against your own biases and give you the tools and education you need to manage 
your hard-earned wealth with confidence. 

In addition to providing personalized financial guidance, I also serve as a knowl-
edgeable resource and accountability partner for my clients, helping them to stay 
on track for their long-term goals. 

How can I help you reach yours?

© 2018 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Securities offered through 
Raymond James Financial Services member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered  

through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 18-BDMKT-3019

[FINANCIAL ADVISOR NAME]
[Approved Title]

[12345 Streetname] // [City, ST 00000]  
[T 000.000.0000] // [T 000.000.0000] 
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[websiteaddress.com]

Record where proceedings are recorded and cases with pro-
cedural concerns may be appealed. In addition, the amend-
ment would create fixed terms of two or four years for City of 
Belton municipal judges.

A vote “Against” would maintain the current operations 
of the municipal court.

Early Voting & Election Day 
Early voting for both elections will take place at City Hall on 
six different days prior to Election Day, including two days 
with extended hours. Early voting begins April 22nd. 

On Election Day, the polling location moves to the Ev-
ans Room at the Harris Community Center.

Luke Potts 
Why are you running?
I’m running for City Council because I believe God calls 

us to serve and give back to the places that shape us. Belton 
has been my home my whole life. It’s where I was raised, 
where I’m raising my own family, and where I’ve built a 
business. I love this town, and I want to be a part of protecting 
its values while helping it grow in a way that honors our past 
and invests in our future. This isn’t about politics, it’s about 
people, faith, and responsibility. I believe now is the time for 
me to step up and serve.

What are the issues you feel strongly about?
I care deeply about creating a community where families 

feel safe, supported, and connected. That means supporting 
our local businesses, investing in infrastructure that serves 
future generations, and maintaining our small-town charm. I 

believe in stewardship—being wise with our resources, man-
aging growth with care, and always seeking to do what’s right 
for our neighbors. I also value strong partnerships between 
the city and the churches, schools, and organizations that 
serve our people every day.

What is your vision for Belton?
My vision is for Belton to remain a city rooted in faith, 

family, and service—while also embracing opportunity. 
I want it to be a place where kids grow up proud of where 
they’re from, where small businesses thrive, and where 
neighbors still know each other’s names. I believe we can 
build a stronger economy and better infrastructure without 
sacrificing the values and traditions that make Belton special. 
I want to help create a city where everyone feels they belong.

What are you excited about in the future of Belton?
I’m excited about Belton’s future because I see so much 

potential in our people. We’re growing, and with that growth 
comes new opportunities for jobs, innovation, and stronger 
families. I’m especially excited to see how we can support 
young people, encourage entrepreneurship, and make this an 
even better place to raise a family. With the right leadership 
and a steady hand, I believe Belton’s best days are still ahead.

What is an issue/problem the city is facing?
One of the biggest challenges we face is growing in a 

way that keeps our community grounded. As more families 
move here, we need to make sure our schools, roads, and ser-
vices keep up. But we also have to protect the heart of what 
makes Belton home—our faith, our history, and our neigh-
borly spirit. We can’t lose that in the process. I believe with 
wise planning and values-based leadership, we can grow with 
grace and purpose.

What makes you a good fit for this role? How have 
your experiences prepared you?

As a husband, father, business owner, and community 
servant, I’ve learned how to lead with both heart and grit. I’ve 
faced tough times and tough decisions, managed budgets, 
built teams, and worked with people from all walks of life. 
More importantly, I’ve always tried to lead with integrity and 
humility. My faith and my parents taught me to put others first 
and seek wisdom in every decision. I’m ready to bring that 
mindset to City Council—putting the needs of our commu-
nity before myself and leading with honesty and conviction.

What do you think voters see in you?
I hope voters see a man who genuinely loves this city 

and its people. Someone who’s approachable, faithful, and 
willing to roll up his sleeves to serve. I want them to see a 
neighbor who listens, a leader who stands for what’s right, 
and a father who’s fighting for a future his kids can be proud 
of. Being born and raised in Belton and knowing it’s amazing 
history, values, and traditions puts me in a unique position of 
knowing what makes Belton such a treasure. I’m not perfect, 

but I’m committed. I want to help lead Belton with courage, 
compassion, and a servant’s heart.

Ty Taggart 
Why are you running?
The reason that I am running for Belton City Council 

is because I am proud of my hometown and I want to help 
it be more successful in the future. I come from a family of 
servants, so it’s in my blood to help others.

What are the issues you feel strongly about?
The main issue that I am the most concerned about is 

how we can take on fast growth in Belton and still keep the 
core values that have made this city such a special place for 
generations.

What is your vision for Belton?
My vision for Belton is to have a city that always has 

something going on for the folks here and to make our down-
town a destination place for good food, shopping, and enter-
tainment.

What are you excited about in the future of Belton?
I am extremely excited about our “Imagine Belton” plan 

that was recently adopted by our City Council. This plan will 
help streamline growth and development while it helps to 
protect the folks that live close to the downtown area.

What is an issue/problem the city is facing?
Two main issues that we need to address are the Main 

Street traffic problem and also, our City Hall is overcrowded. 
We need to build a multi-purpose facility that could possibly 
house the city, County, and BISD Administration under one 
roof and everyone can split the costs.

What makes you a good fit for this role? How have 
your experiences prepared you?

I have been in several leadership roles over the past 10 
years. I took over the Belton Tiger Athletic Booster Club 
years ago and it was basically dead when I got there. In 
three years as President, we turned things around and were 
breaking all-time records for membership and fundraising. I 
then ran for and won a place on the BISD School Board and 
served there for two terms. 

What do you think voters see in you?
I made it my mission to help the South Side of the dis-

trict. With the approval of the stakeholders, we passed a bond 
that remodeled Southwest Elementary, did a huge renovation 
of Belton High School, built a new Ag Barn for our FFA, 
built a new facility for our Delta Program Students, and built 
a brand new elementary school for our kids from Miller 
Heights, which sets us up for future growth in that area.

Hopefully voters will see in me someone that they know 
will help to get things done. I am not afraid of making deci-
sions and then working to implement them. I love this com-
munity and won’t do anything to hurt what we have here.

Election -  From Page A1

Market Days -  From Page A1

There will be a variety of 
booths with wares for sale includ-
ing a local farmer with meats and 
eggs, local honey, food trucks, 
skincare, a large variety of art-
ists, toys, leather crafts, ice cream, 
children’s clothing, and saddles.

“If you would like to sup-
port the DBBA organization, 
visit downtownbelton.com,” said 

DBBA President Leila Valchar.
“We are drawing vendors from 

all across Texas. We released the 
vendor application in mid-January 
and filled it up by March 1st. We 
had to create a waiting list. The 
list is over 40 vendors long. We 
are excited about the new vendors 
we have this year. The November 
Market Days is full. This weekend 

will be great.”
The DDBA sponsors the Can-

dy Trail and Christmas on the Ch-
isholm trail, as well as organizes 
Market Days. 

“Having a big sponsor of Mar-
ket Days would be nice. We have 
asked for support in the past. More 
people involved in Market Days 
would be nice,” said Valchar.

WHAT DO
JESUS &

ROOFS HAVE
IN COMMON?

THEY ARE
RISEN

(254) 939-0343



Hewett-Arney Funeral Home 
Serving  families in our historic building since 1942 

100% Family Owned

(254) 778-3200
Phones answered 24/7 

Did you Know... 
Belton was first known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851, Nolanville 

was incorporated and the town name was changed to Belton. 
Fact from Texas State Historical Association. 

Complete 

• Direct Cremation
with Basic Container 

• Complete Funeral
$5340

14 W. Barton Ave. •Temple• www.hewettarney.com 
Please don't text and drive! 

$1575  
*

**Does not include cemetery charges, outer-burial container or cash advance Items. Minimum non-protective 

with 20 Gauge Casket**

Call and ask for pricing. 
By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone. 

*
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Obituaries

Wilson 
Pat Alexander Jones Wilson 

April 6, 1938 – 
April 13, 2025  

Funeral services for Pat (Alexan-
der) Jones Wilson, 87, of Belton, will 

be held at 1:00 PM, Friday, April 18, 
2025, at the Dossman Funeral Home 
Chapel, with Justin Childers officiat-
ing.  Burial will follow at North Belton 
Cemetery.  

The family will receive friends for 
visitation Thursday evening from 6-8 
PM at the funeral home.  

Mrs. Wilson died Sunday, April 
13, 2025 in a Belton Assisted Living 
Home.  

Mrs. Wilson was born April 6, 
1938, in Temple, the daughter of Dave 
and Dorothy (Hunter) Alexander.   She 
graduated from Belton High School.  
She married Hoye Jones in 1957.  He 
died in 1989.  She later married Rob-

ert “Punk” Wilson, he preceded her in 
death in 2018.   

Mrs. Wilson was a hairdresser in 
Belton for more than 50 years at her 
shop, Pat’s Hair Fashions.   She was 
a longtime member of Miller Heights 
Baptist Church in Belton.  

Survivors include her two sons, 
David Jones and wife Irma of Bena-
vides, and Bobby Jones and wife Betty 
of Belton; two grandsons, Dustin H. 
Jones and Tyrell White; three great-
grandchildren, Nicole Jones Duane, 
Jessi White and Cooper White.   

Memorials may be made to the 
Miller Heights Baptist Church..

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

dent Karen Stager said this is the 
event’s second year as a CenTex 
Race Series run. 

“We are growing demand for 
more vendors and support,” she 
said. 

“We walked for fun and en-
joyed the scenery,” said participants 
Donna McPherson and Kristi Mart. 

The overall winner was Brian 
Knight with a chip time of 18:48.74. 
The first-place female was Ni-
cole Chitwood with a chip time of 
22:54.63.

“It was a good route. I like run-
ning on hills. We went back and 
forth through the neighborhood and 
passed by the marina. It was well 

marked,” said Knight. 
Awards were given to the top 

overall male and female finishers 
and the top three male/female fin-
ishers in each age group. The age 
groups were 11 and under, 12-15, 
16-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 
40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 
65-69, and 70 plus.

Roses -  From Page A1
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Stories of the Resurrection as told in the Gospels
Easter is a holy day on the Christian calendar that commemorates the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ. The resurrection of Jesus is described in the Gospels 
of the New Testament, which millions of Christians read every year, especially 
during the Lenten season, which is a 40-day period that directly precedes Easter 
Sunday.

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John comprise the canonical Gos-
pels. Each book can help Christians understand and connect with the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. The following are passages from each of the canonical Gospels 
that help to tell the story of the resurrection of Jesus.

Matthew 28: 1-10
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a 
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 
dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he 
has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you 

will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped 
him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me.”

Mark 16: 2-7
And very early in the morning, the first day of the week, they came unto the 

sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, “Who shall 
roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” And when they looked, 
they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. And entering into 
the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long 
white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto them, “Be not af-
frighted: ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not 
here: behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said 
unto you.”

Luke 24: 1-12
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, tak-

ing the spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While 
they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling ap-
parel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 
said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  He is not here, but 
has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son 
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on 
the third day rise.” And they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb 
they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Mag-
dalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them 
who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, 
and they did not believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and 
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling 
at what had happened.

John 20: 1-10
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, 

while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, 
and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And stooping to look 
in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there,  
and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths 
but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not under-
stand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples went back 
to their homes.

He isHe is
RisenRisen
The grave could not hold Him. Death has been defeated.

Let us rejoice in the hope and victory of Christ

Shay Luedeke
Tax Assessor-Collector

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do 
not depend on your own understanding. 

Seek his will in all you do, and he will show
you which path to take. Proverbs 3:5-6
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$10.00 OFF

12-31-23

$120 $122 $213 A/S $144 $209MXT $322
SEE STORE FOR MORE INFO

$241 $228 A/S $135 AT2 $227 $260 AT52 $270

!TIRE SALE!!TIRE SALE!

12-31-23 12-31-23 12-30-23

• Alignment
• Brake Service

(Most Vehicles)

RSA$138 EDGE AT $224  MXT $350 A/S $146

ASK FOR 
REBATES

AH5  $125  LS2  $210

Alenza $245 LE3 $219 M/S $135
LT254/75/17
AT2 $247 AT4 $250 AT52 $262

$10.00 OFF

04-30-24

225/65R17
Assurance A/S 

$195

LT245/75R17 
ATX $215 Edge at $225 A/S $156

LS2 $215
MXT $345

SEE STORE FOR MORE INFO

$245 HL LE3 $228
Ascend Tours

235/60R17
$165

LT265/70R17E
Transforce $260 $260 AT52 $270

!TIRE SALE!!TIRE SALE!

04-30-24 04-30-24 04-30-24

• Alignment
• Brake Service

(Most Vehicles)

PRICES!

• Mobile Tire Service

$10.00 OFF

12-31-24

$120

77th Anniversary Sale!!77th Anniversary Sale!!

12-31-24 12-31-24 12-31-24

Call for PRICE!

$10.00 OFF

12-31-23

$120 $122 $213 A/S $144 $209MXT $322
SEE STORE FOR MORE INFO

$241 $228 A/S $135 AT2 $227 $260 AT52 $270

!TIRE SALE!!TIRE SALE!

12-31-23 12-31-23 12-30-23

• Alignment
• Brake Service

(Most Vehicles)

$126 AT $214  $350 A/S $146  LS2  $210

$245 LE3$215 M/S $135 AT2 $245 $280 AT52 $262

ASK FOR 
REBATES

$10.00 OFF

12-31-2512-31-25 12-31-25 12-31-25

TOOL BOXES

• Oil Changes • Alignments • Batteries • Lift Kits • Front End Repair • Shocks/Struts
• Wheels • Truck Accessories • Mobile Tire Service • Nitrogen Inflation • Lawn/ATV Tires

• Nationwide Road Hazard • Off Road Sealer • Truck Tire Retreading • Farm/Construction Tires

HUGE TIRE SALEHUGE TIRE SALE

April 2025 sales tax payments to area cities

Belton			   $666,810.18		  down 8.14%	
Harker Heights		  $833,384.04		  up 1.71%
Holland			   $8,663.38		  down 44.98%
Killeen			   $2,543,239.26	 down 7.99%
Morgan’s Point Resort	 $25,662.44		  down 6.93%
Nolanville			   $117,114.71		  down 2.16%
Salado			   $60,905.16		  up 11.37%
Temple			   $2,663,882.69	 down 3.35%
Troy				    $81,931.59		  down 37.13%

Percentages reflect a monthly increase or decrease compared to April 2024

Belton’s sales tax revenue takes a dip
By Lynette Sowell
The Belton Journal

The office of Texas State 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar’s office 
released its monthly sales tax rev-
enue report for April, and the city 
of Belton is seeing a lower dis-
bursement in sales tax revenue for 
the month, as are a number of other 
neighboring cities.

The city of Belton will receive 
$666,810.18 for its monthly sales 
tax check, down 8.14 percent from 
April 2024. Belton’s sales tax rev-
enue is up 3.89 percent overall for 
2025. 

The revenue being distributed 
is from sales made by businesses 
during February 2025 who report 
monthly. 

Texas cities are receiving an 
average of 3.9 percent less sales tax 

revenue compared to April 2024. 
Overall for Texas cities, sales 

tax receipts are up by 3.9 percent 
for 2025.

The city of Temple is receiv-
ing $2,663,882.69, down 3.35 per-
cent compared to April 2024.

Morgan’s Point Resort will 

receive $25,662.44, down 6.93 per-
cent compared to last April. 

Troy will receive $81,931.59, 
down 37.13 percent compared to 

last April. 
Over in Nolanville, sales tax 

revenue dipped by 2.16 percent 
compared to last April, with Nolan-
ville to receive $117,114.71. No-
lanville’s sales tax revenue is down 
by 19.57 percent for 2025. Hol-
land’s revenue check is $8,663.38 
this month, down 44.98 percent 
compared to April 2024.	

Salado sees an increase of 
11.37 percent this month, and will 
receive $60,905.16.

The city of Killeen will re-
ceive $2,543,239.26, down 7.99 
percent compared to last April. 

Harker Heights sees an in-
crease, up 1.71 percent this month 
compared to last April, and will 
receive $833,384.04. For 2025, 
Harker Heights’ sales tax revenue 
is up by 3.59 percent. 

MPR to elect mayor, 
five city council members

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Residents of Mor-
gan’s Point Resort will 
head to City Hall or the li-
brary on Saturday, May 3, 
to select a new mayor and 
five City Council mem-
bers.

James “Jimbo” Sny-
der, a current City Council 
member, is the lone candi-
date seeking the mayor’s 
seat. Dennis Green, the 
current MPR mayor, is not 

seeking re-election.
Voters also will se-

lect five at-large Council 
members from a field of 
seven. The five candidates 
with the most votes will 
serve.

Since Snyder isn’t 

seeking re-election to his 
City Council seat, that 
leaves four incumbents: 
Dorothy Allyn, Roxanne 
Stryker, Stephen Bishop 
and Patrick Clune. Also 
seeking election are Dr. 
Samuel L Pallin, Bruce 
Leonhardt and Louis 
Guillaud III.

Early voting by mail 
begins April 21 and the 
last day to apply for a bal-
lot by mail is April 22. 
The last day for early vot-
ing is April 29.

Rescue Magazine partners with Walmart 
for local animal shelter donations

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Rescue Magazine is an animal wel-
fare organization that donates animal food 
and supplies to local animal shelters and 
rescues. On April 5 and 6, they partnered 

with area Walmart stores to collect mon-
etary donations, pet food, and supplies. 

Then on April 8, the animal shelters 
and rescues picked up items that were do-
nated.

“A few local Walmart stores gave 
a grant of $2,500 and a little more than 

3,000 pounds of food was donated, to 
include dog food and dry cat food. They 
also donated toys, and towels,” said Ron 
Ducharme, president of Rescue Magazine. 
“We’ve partnered with Walmart for 13 
years.” Local stores included Walmart lo-
cations in Killeen, Harker Heights, Gates-
ville, and Copperas Cove.

Mandy Simmerman, Store Manager 
of the Copperas Cove Walmart, said they 
are proud to be part of the event.  

“Our store lead was in charge of get-
ting donations for pet shelters and she was 
very successful. The purpose is to help 
the community and help our fur babies as 
well.” 

The Bell County Animal Shelter, 
Gatesville Animal Shelter, Copperas Cove 
Animal Control, Coryell Animal Care Fa-
cility, Journey Home Rescue, and Anca’s 
Ark picked up the items that were collect-
ed from the Walmart stores.

“This not only supports our shelter 
but the community. It’s super appreci-
ated by the community. The community 
is making a difference,” said Animal Con-

trol Supervisor with the City of Copperas 
Cove, Tammy Hall.

“Food is a constant need for rescues. 
People call us and ask us for help. They 
can’t afford food, and we provide re-
sources for them,” said Anca Neagu with 
Anca’s Ark. 

The community can also help shelters 
and rescues by adopting animals.

“We host the largest pet adoption 
event in Central Texas. This year will be 
our tenth year coming up on Oct 11 and 12 
held on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton. We ex-
pect to have 100 business vendors and 40 
rescues and shelters,” said Ducharme.

Ducharme is also a radio show host 
of KTEM news radio 14’s animal hour on 
Sundays from 11 a.m. to noon. 

For information on the next pet food 
drive contact Ron Ducharme at 254-231-
3690 or you can also subscribe to his free 
digital magazine on his website at www.
rescuemagazine.org. The magazine is pub-
lished digitally every month.

MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ/BELTON JOURNAL
Ron Ducharme, president of Rescue Magazine is surrounded by Walmart volunteers and local representatives of animal shelters and rescues picking up donations 
from the Copperas Cove Walmart.



Passed Away
Recently I was in a small town on a 

Saturday afternoon. A time when one might 
think there would be something happening. 
Sadly, there was absolutely nothing going on, 
at all. It doesn’t matter the name of the town, 
or even where it was located. This has hap-
pened to hundreds of such small cities around 
our state. There was a time when the square, 
or near the center of town, was hopping on 
a Saturday afternoon. There were shops and 
all sorts of activities, and not antique stores 
like we see now. I am certainly thankful that 
some small towns have been able to breathe 
a little life into their squares again. However, 
the real life blood of the town was right there 
in the middle. Those clothing stores, shoe 
stores, probably a hardware store, of course 
a bank or two, maybe a barbershop, and a 
pharmacy, don’t forget a furniture store that 
might even sell televisions and electronics. 
(OK, that was a bit of a run-on sentence so I 
know my editor was starting to twitch, won-
dering when it would end)

Since most of these stores were locally 
owned, they didn’t have the luxury of a na-
tional ad campaign, they had to rely on local 

advertising. Of course, you would get little 
gadgets with the store’s name and phone 
number, without an area code because you 
knew how to call them with just seven digits. 
There were things like oven mitts, large wall 
calendars, and other useful things. Probably 
in the back of every “catch-all” drawer is one 
of those free kitchen doodads. You know the 
type, it was a knife, pie server, bottle opener, 
cheese grater, paint scraper, and if you put it 
in the yard facing north it was a sun dial. Af-
ter a while those “freebies” got cheaper. One 
example was the plastic spaghetti fork and 
handy measuring device. Now I really don’t 
eat spaghetti that often, so the easiest way to 
decide on the proper serving size was to use 
the entire package and just toss the leftovers. 
If I didn’t use the whole package I would just 
have to throw away a few half packages of 
stale pasta the next time I cleaned the pantry.

Many other types of these gifts have 
gone away as well. At one point most places 
had a match book with their advertising on 
the cover. I didn’t use matches as a kid, but I 
did enjoy collecting some of the more inter-
esting ones. Periodically I would need to light 

a fire or something, and had some matches. 
It was fun to see some of the more unique 
matchbooks. Perhaps the free matches were 
for lighting the nickel cigars that were for 
sale at the restaurant cash register. There is 
nothing like a cheap cigar, seriously, nothing.

Along with the businesses went a differ-
ent way of life for local residents. When you 
went into a store that specialized in clothes, 
you could usually rely on the salesperson 
to give you some good advice. Often this 
wasn’t the first time they had served you, 
and might even remember your sizes. It was 
a lot different than just having to find ev-
erything you needed in bins that have been 
gone through. Also shoe stores, or in my case 
boots, offered some services as well. You had 
someone to find the shoes you wanted and 
when you got home you didn’t have two dif-
ferent size shoes. What I am getting at here 
is that we no longer get the home-town at-
tention from people we have shopped with 
most of our lives. We are lucky here to have a 
couple of shops that still have the same folks 
and might even remember your name. The 
big chain stores have new faces every time 

you go there. I miss the days when things 
happened in town on a Saturday. I miss the 
personal service. I don’t really have a prob-
lem paying a bit more, but I did know the 
quality was good and backed by the people 
that were there every day.

I know things change all the time, prog-
ress is what we call that, but when we lose 
something valuable like an entire town, how 
progressive is that.

Keeping a lot of teenagers in a foreign 
country employed at the expense of our local 
hometowns became so important that we lost 
the character of our small towns, well larger 
cities as well. I would go back to paying a 
couple extra bucks for jeans just so I didn’t 
have to rummage through a pile of trousers 
that looks like the bottom of a Goodwill bin 
to find my size. Perhaps my neighbor would 
just go and get them for me and remember 
the size boots I wear and try to sell me a new 
pair as well. I doubt things will go back, so 
we are living in a new world. I do miss the 
free kitchen gadgets from the tire shop, how 
else are we going to serve that pie.

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

EditorialEditorial

My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell
I recently read with 

great interest the recent 
Baltimore Sun article 
“How Baltimore’s inde-
pendent bookstores are 
thriving in the age of Am-
azon.” 

Here’s the link if 
you’d like to read the 
whole thing: http://www.
bal t imoresun .com/en-
tertainment/arts/bs-fe-
bookstore-author-events-
20180802-story.html.

It is no secret in this 
digital age that more and 
more customers are doing 
business online, whether 
it’s getting approved for 
home loans, banking, pur-
chasing insurance, order-
ing a meal, and oh, yes, 
buying books. Shoppers 
like convenience and ease 
and speed – and online 
merchants know this. 

For publishers, book-
sellers, and authors, we’ve 
had to learn to adapt to the 
Amazon monopoly on the 
book market. Six years 
ago was the height of the 
ebook surge. I was a little 
late to catch the wave as 
an independent author, 
but several of my author 
friends enjoyed an “easy” 

six-figure income for sev-
eral years. It was a limit-
less goldmine, or so we 
thought at the time. 

I made my share of 
some nice funds on the 
side, but the past five to 10 
years have been more and 
more challenging for inde-
pendent authors. Because 
the big guy will always 
slant the profit odds in 
their favor, whether that’s 
Amazon or any other me-
ga-retailer.

Brick ‘n mortar book-
stores felt the pinch of on-
line merchants and it was 
a struggle even before the 
ebook “gold rush.” Ac-
cording to the above ar-
ticle, from 1995 to 2009 
the number of indepen-
dent bookstores in the 
nation fell by 43 percent. 
Yet in spite of the e-rev-
olution, the independent 
bookstores have bounced 
back, with the number of 
independent brick ‘n mor-
tar bookstores up by 49.6 
percent since 2009. 

Why did this happen? 
What makes a customer go 
to an actual store or office 
instead of doing the “click 
or call”? Here is a nugget 

from that article. 
“Book purchases hap-

pen by discovery,” he said. 
“The overwhelming ma-
jority of books are bought 
because you find them on 
the shelf of a bookstore 
or a library or because 
they were recommended 
by someone you trust. In-
teracting with the physical 
book is very important. 
You need exposure to the 
product to make the sale.”

Indies have also 
bounced back with the 
help of customers shop-
ping local and infusing the 
benefit into their economy, 
something we also pro-
mote here in Copperas 
Cove. Successful indie 
bookstores also give back 
to the community, give 
perks to customers, and do 
nontraditional things like 
allowing dogs into their 
stores. 

Where it concerns 
the lineup of our local 
businesses along miles 
of roadway, I have told 
friends and have told 
friends and colleagues that 
those businesses, or any 
business for that matter, 
has more to fear from the 

online giants who have 
bigger pocketbooks for 
advertising, than they do a 
roadway out front. 

People will beat a 
path to your door if they 
know what you have to 

offer and they value it, if 
they feel the connection. 
Many purchases and deci-
sions are based on feelings 
– purchases from loyal 
customers, that is. Do you 
have a connection with 

your customer? They will 
do what it takes to visit 
you. Online might be fast 
‘n easy, but there’s no sub-
stitute for great customer 
service and that connec-
tion. 

Bricks vs. bytes

1702 N. Main Street, Belton, TX KwikKarBTX.com
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1.888.671.7007
free in home 
consultation

www.StandardsLifeCycleSolutions.com

Your Local, Hometown
Healthcare Provider

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE
HIS ONLY SON, THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM

SHALL NOT PERISH BUT HAVE ETERNAL L IFE.
JOHN 3:16

HAPPY
EASTER



Temple 
254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
Harker Heights

Relax ... 

254-699-1102

Salado
254-947-8480

Belton
254-831-9320

www.fcttx.com 
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Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

Alamo Arabian Horse Association holds Fiesta Show

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Horse enthusiasts at-
tended and competed in 
the Alamo Arabian Horse 
Association Fiesta Show 
at the Cadence Bank Cen-
ter last weekend.

Participants win by 

earning points in a point 
system, and then at the 
end, there are finals where 
the champion and reserve 
champion are awarded, 
sometimes with trophies 
and some with monetary 
prizes.

“I grew up in L.A. 
and didn’t have horses 

until I was an adult,” said 
Brehm, who shows Arabi-
an and half-Arabian hors-
es, and is a board member 
and on the outreach com-
mittee. 

“We want to intro-
duce the world to Arabian 
horses.”

The Alamo Arabian 
Horse Association is 
based in San Antonio and 
is sanctioned for regional 
and national shows. 

“This event had two 

judges, Brehm said, and 
that some judges are 
“learner judges,” mean-
ing they are learning how 
to judge.” 

They held a Tail Tour 
where families got to 
meet the horses that were 
in the show and give them 
treats. The families got to 
see the horses behind the 
scenes. 

“Shows are breed spe-
cific like Quarter horses 
and Gypsy Vanner horse 
breeds. We have differ-
ent disciplines like endur-
ance, racing, and saddle 
seating. It’s a family-ori-
ented sport. Equestrian 
sports teach children how 
to win, lose, and gives 

them confidence in life. 
Children direct thousand-
plus-pound animals,” said 
Brehm. “We have people 
90 years old showing.” 
Children start in the lead 
line class from two to 
three-year-olds with a 
side walker. They all get 
a blue ribbon for partici-
pating. The walk-trot is 
for five to ten-year olds, 
and they go in the arena 
by themselves. 

Stephanie Hendrick-
son has been riding hors-
es for more than 25 years 
and hails from Friend-
swood, Texas. 

She won the Arabian 
Walking Western Alliance 
top ten buckle, a three-

time national, and top ten 
in ranch riding. 

Samantha Hilliard, 
from Salado, showed her 
four-year-old half-Arabi-
an, LCS Instant Cello – 
also known as “Jello” in 
the hunter pleasure junior 
class and won. 

“I’ve been rid-
ing since I was four and 
competing since I was 
five years old,” she said. 
There is a bond between 
horse and owner.”

Children had the op-
portunity to paint a horse 
ceramic for free at their 
paint a pony event before 
the shows started. Brehm 
had the idea to do the 
painting event. 

MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ/BELTON JOURNAL
Stephanie Hendrickson (Left) and Samantha Hilliard (Right) with their horses at the Alamo Arabian Horse Association held at the Fiesta Show at the Cadence 
Bank Center.
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We believe in a BETTER We believe in a BETTER 
flooring experience.flooring experience.

LET US FLOOR YOU!

TILE & TILE & 
STONESTONE LUXURY LUXURY 

VINYLVINYL
HARDWOODHARDWOOD CARPETCARPET

254-933-1313 Bellcountyflooring.Com254-933-1313 Bellcountyflooring.Com
6401 St.Hwy 317 Ste. B M-F 8-5:30 Sat: 8-36401 St.Hwy 317 Ste. B M-F 8-5:30 Sat: 8-3

BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied

49 Years Local Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels
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BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Ash
Tree

Service Free Estimates

Split Firewood For Sale

Third Generation254.939.7007
254.654.6317

•
•
•
•

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree Planting

The Original

3321 Parkway Dr. Temple, TX 76504
(254)773-5993

Spoonts
Home Appliance Service

Since 1970
We provide in Home Service on 
All Major Brands of Appliances.

791-1973

900 E. Central • Belton • 939-3502
Residential & Commercial • Free Estimate

CARPET & VINYL • CERAMIC & WOOD • LAMINATE FLOORING

Jeff Boren, OWNER

For Floors Done Right...
The First Time

Custom Draperies • Fabrics • Blinds • Shutters • In Home Service

We design & fabricate in our own workroom.

Custom Draperies
by Lydia

939-10701305 N. Main • Belton Est. 1972

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • WOOD
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

GUARANTEED
Carpet Cleaning

24-Hour Emergency Service

3206 Airport Rd. • 770-0932
M-F: 8-6  •  Sat: 9-1

(254) 771-3600
mgroofs.com

- INSURED -

Over 40 Yrs Experience
FREE Estimates

Insurance Claim Specialist

Residential Roofing • Seamless Gutters
Attic Insulation • Solar Attic Fans
Roofing Repairs • Solar Screens
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15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels

Family Owned and Operated Since 2006

Residential/Commercial Cleaning Service
FREE Estimates • Bonded • Insured • Work Comp

254-231-0583 

Kay English - Owner kay@englishmaids.biz

Lauren English-Thurman - Director of Operations
lauren@englishmaids.biz

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

254-444-1505

FREE
ESTIMATES

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warranted

Locally 44 Years Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

48

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL
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LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
Fencing & Construction

www.abesfenceanddeckstaining.com
254-291-4587

Abe’s Fence & Deck Staining

*
**
*

Repair

Washing
Installation

Staining

www.picasatheartofdesign.comwww.picasatheartofdesign.com

254-831-3017254-831-3017
• Interior Design  • Lighting    • Interior Design  • Lighting    

• Home Decor  • Residential Design• Home Decor  • Residential Design
• Declutter & Organization• Declutter & Organization

202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas

HIRE A DESIGNERHIRE A DESIGNER
FOR A DAY!!FOR A DAY!!
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ABEL 0. 
CAMPOS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
WEDDING OFFICIANT 

254-291-4587 
NOTARY#

ID 133517826 
abe.campos@yahoo.com 
Mobile Service Available 
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CAMPOS 
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254-702-3212
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ID 6453125
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   NEW CLASSES (Class A & B)
STARTING MONTHLY

Call now for dates & availability

254-831-1053 
 2400 S. 57th St.  Ste. A Temple 

BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied

49 Years Local Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels
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locally ownedlocally owned

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
Fencing & Construction

www.abesfenceanddeckstaining.com
254-291-4587

Abe’s Fence & Deck Staining

*
**
*

Repair

Washing
Installation

Staining

www.picasatheartofdesign.comwww.picasatheartofdesign.com

254-831-3017254-831-3017
• Interior Design  • Lighting    • Interior Design  • Lighting    

• Home Decor  • Residential Design• Home Decor  • Residential Design
• Declutter & Organization• Declutter & Organization

202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas

HIRE A DESIGNERHIRE A DESIGNER
FOR A DAY!!FOR A DAY!!
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ABEL 0. 
CAMPOS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
WEDDING OFFICIANT 

254-291-4587 
NOTARY#

ID 133517826 
abe.campos@yahoo.com 
Mobile Service Available 

MELISSA G. 
CAMPOS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
WEDDING OFFICIANT 

254-702-3212
NOTARY#

ID 6453125
melcampos08@yahoo.com 
Mobile Service Available 
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.,.,J,&.'"

A&M 
Wedding Officiants 

& Notary 

502 E. Central Ave. 
Belton, TX 7 6513 

A&M 
Wedding Officiants 

& Notary 

502 E. Central Ave. 
Belton, TX 76513 

Abel 0. Campos 
Melissa G. Campos 

Wedding Officiants 

anmweddingofficiants@yahoo.com 

Serving Bell, Williamson, Coryell 
and McLennan Counties 

254-291-4587
254-702-3212
Mobile Service Available 

Abel O. Campos 
Melissa G. Campos 

Wedding Officiants 

anmweddingofficiants@yahoo.com 

Serving Bell, Williamson, Coryell 
and McLennan Counties 

254-291-4587
254-702-3212
Mobile Service Available 
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   NEW CLASSES (Class A & B)
STARTING MONTHLY

Call now for dates & availability

254-831-1053 
 2400 S. 57th St.  Ste. A Temple 

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Please fill out other business for in addition to this one. 

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 2025
PUPPY/KITTEN $125. BRONZE PAW 

$400 
SILVER PAW 
$700 

GOLD PAW $1200 PLATINUM PAW 
$2000 

Show 
Sponsor/Title 
$5,000 

 Mention on Rescue 
Magazine Animal Hour 

30 sec Radio 
commercial 10 Spots 
on Rescue Magazine 
Animal Hour 

45 Sec Radio 10spots 
on Rescue Magazine 
Animal Hour 

60 sec Radio 20 spots on 
Rescue Magazine Animal 
Hour 

All of Platinum + 
Commercial on Animal 
hour for 1 year 

Your promo items in gift 
bags 

Your promo items in 
gift bags 

Your promo items in 
gift bags 

Your promo items in 
gift bags 

Your promo items in gift 
bags 

Prime Spot at 
Extravaganza 

Business card size ad  in 
Rescue Magazine Digital 
Magazine till show month 

Business card size ad 
in Rescue Magazine 
Digital Magazine till 
show    

¼ page size ad in 
Rescue Magazine 
Digital 
1 year    

Half page ad in 
Rescue Magazine 
Digital Magazine 1 
year      

Full page ad in Rescue 
Magazine Digital Magazine 
1 year      

4 Event Tickets Ad on social media and 
Rescue Magazine 
website 

Ad on social media 
and Rescue 
Magazine website 

Ad on social media 
and Rescue Magazine 
website 

Ad on social media and 
Rescue Magazine website 

10 x 10 Booth 10 x 10 Booth Up to 10 x 20 Booth Up to 10 x 20 Booth 10x50 Booth 
6 Event Tickets  Announcements 

throughout event 
  Announcements 
throughout event 

  Announcements 
throughout event 

One 4 ft. banner 
(provided by you) to be 
hung at event 

3. banners up to 8ft
(provided by you) to
be hung at event

Any banners (up to 8 ft 
provided by you) to be 
hung at event 

Any banners (up to 8 ft 
provided by you) to be hung 
at event 

10 Event Tickets Mention in radio 
advertisements as 
sponsor 

 radio advertisement as 
sponsor 

List as sponsor on 
Rescue Magazines 
Animal Hour plus Ads. 

15 Event Tickets 25 Event Tickets 100 tickets 
Capt. Sparrow booth 
visit 

Capt. Sparrow booth 
visit 

Capt. Sparrow Business 
Commercial at your business 
Add $100/or both visit include 

Capt. Sparrow 
Business Commercial 
add$100 

Other sponsorship's Stage-Hospitality-working dog--t-shirt Call for rates. Contact us for Show Sponsor Premium Title Sponsor 
*New Captain sparrow commercial at your business 1 min Commercial $200 Include with Platinum and Show/title

 Company name :____________________    Contact:__________________  Level/Circle one:  pup/kitten  Bronze   Siver   Gold  Platinum 
Complete the show forms and submit for approval please. 

PET EXTRAVAGANZA
The 10th Annual Pet Extravaganza 

Returns to the Cadence Bank Center – 
Bigger, Better & More Fun Than Ever! 

  October 11-12, 2025 – Ahoy, 
mateys! Get ready for an unforgettable 
weekend as the 10th Annual Pet Ex-
travaganza sails into the Cadence Bank 
Center with more fun, furry friends, and 
fantastic attractions than ever before! 
Whether you’re a pet lover, a Halloween 
fanatic, or just looking for an exciting 
family outing—this is THE event you 
don’t want to miss!

Giant “Treat-or-Treat” with Ven-
dors!

Bring your candy bags and your 
four-legged friends for a spooktacular 
“Treat-or-Treat” adventure! Vendors 
will be handing out tons of candy, pet 
treats, and freebies, so come in costume 

and enjoy the fun!
Meet the Ultimate Jack Sparrow 

Look-Alike – Straight from the UK!
This year, we’re adding a touch of 

pirate magic! A world-renowned Jack 
Sparrow look-alike is sailing in all the 
way from the UK to entertain guests, 
take photos, and bring some high-seas 
adventure to the festival! Savvy? 

Special Attractions 
You CAN’T Miss!

• Fun Zone for Kids – Packed with 
games, activities, and surprises!

• Horseback Riding & Pony Rides 
– Saddle up for adventure!

• Petting Zoo – Meet adorable ani-
mals up close!

• Rescue & Adoption Booths – 
Find your new furry best friend!

• Micro chipping for your pets.
• Shop ‘Til You Drop!

• Explore dozens of vendors offer-
ing:

• Pet Products & Accessories
• Home Goods & Décor
• Health & Wellness Items
• Unique Handmade Gifts & Art
Whether you’re shopping for your-

self, your pet, or your home—there’s 
something for everyone!

Admission & Event Details
Tickets available at the door $10! 

Kids under 5 get in FREE! Stay tuned 
for more exciting announcements, in-
cluding VIP experiences and special 
guests!

 For more info, to book a book visit 
www.rescuemagazine.org  or follow us 
on social media for updates!

10 Years of Fun, Furry Friends & 
Fantastic Memories Await! 

Explaining the Stations of the Cross

Tradition features prominently in Holy Week celebra-
tions. The week leading up to Easter Sunday, Holy Week 
is a sacred time for faithful Christians. The Stations of the 
Cross are one of the traditions that many Christians feel 
bolsters their faith and brings them closer to God.

What are the Stations of the Cross?
According to Catholic Online, the Stations of the 

Cross are a 14-step devotion that commemorates Jesus 
Christ’s last day on Earth as a man. Each of the 14 stations 
focus on a specific event of Jesus’s last day as a man.

Where can the Stations of the Cross be found?
Stations of the Cross are typically found in church-

es. Many times the Stations adorn the interior wall of a 
church, and Catholic Online notes they’re often depicted 
using small icons or images. Some churches with sizable 
exterior grounds may arrange larger Stations along foot-
paths in yards or gardens on the premises.

When do people most commonly pray the Sta-
tions of the Cross?

Lent is the most common time to pray the Stations of 

the Cross, and some churches hold weekly prayer sessions 

on Wednesdays and Fridays during this time of year.

What are the 14 Stations?
Catholic Online notes the 14 Stations of the Cross 

are:

1. Jesus is condemned to death

2. Jesus carries the cross

3. Jesus falls for the first time

4. Jesus meets with His Mother

5. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the cross

6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

7. Jesus falls a second time

8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem

9. Jesus falls a third time

10. Jesus’s clothes are taken away

11. Jesus is nailed to the cross

12. Jesus dies on the cross

13. The body of Jesus is taken down from the cross

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb

The Stations of the Cross are an important Easter tra-

dition that shed light on Jesus’s resurrection. Individuals 

interested in praying the Stations of the Cross are urged to 

contact a local church so they can engage in this moving 

Christian tradition.
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By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

State is one step away 
for multiple Belton ISD 
athletes. 

After a season of prep-
aration, numerous Belton 
and Lake Belton standouts 
are just one event away 
from their discipline’s ul-
timate stage — the Univer-
sity Interscholastic League 
Track & Field State Cham-
pionships. 

Beginning today, their 
fates will be determined. 

The two-day Region 
II-5A meet takes place at 
Maverick Stadium on the 
University of Texas at Ar-
lington campus, where the 
top two finishers in each 
event automatically ad-
vance to state. The next 
best showing from across 
the four regional meets 
qualifies as a wild card en-

trant. 
Among the local con-

tingency will be several 
area champions. 

Hosted by Lake Bel-
ton, the District 15/16 area 
meet saw Broncos senior 
Julian Walker win the long 
jump with a mark of 22 
feet, 6¾ inches and junior 
teammate Kendrick Jones 
Jr. claim the gold medal in 
the 400-meter run, cross-
ing the finish line in 47.25 
seconds. 

Furthermore, in the 
girls division, Lake Bel-
ton senior Abigail Rydberg 
cleared 12 feet, 0 inches to 
win the pole vault, match-
ing the performances from 
Lady Tigers senior Ol-
ivia Brillhart (1st, 3,200, 
11:10.59) and sophomore 
Damauria Nolan-Hemphill 
(1st, long jump, 19-4).

Although they will be 
favorites, they will not be 

the only Belton ISD prod-
ucts in attendance. 

By placing among the 
top four in an area event, 
athletes qualified for re-
gionals, and five Tigers ad-
vanced in six events. 

Senior pole vaulter 
Logan Lamberte (2nd, 14-
0), junior Christian Por-
ter (2nd, 400, 48.32; 4th, 
200, 22.33), senior Joshua 
Roberts (3rd, pole vault, 
13-0), senior distance run-
ner John Zachary Moehlen-
brock (4th, 800, 2:02.11) 
and sophomore Graham 
Chambley (4th, 110 hur-
dles, 15.11) extended their 
seasons.

The boys regional 
meet will also include Lake 
Belton sophomore Zion 
Harness (2nd, 100, 10.85), 
senior Travellis Harrison 
(3rd, discus, 152-10), soph-
omore Michael Lockett 
(3rd, high jump, 5-10), se-

nior Michael Frazier (4th, 
triple jump, 43-7) and the 
Broncos 400 relay team 
of Josh Mallard, Christian 
Onchweri, Harness and 
Jones, who placed third 
(41.18) at area.

As teams, Lake Belton 
was seventh with 60 points, 
while Belton was eighth 
(45).

Midlothian emerged as 
the team champion, scor-
ing 102 points to immedi-
ately beat out Killeen Elli-
son (2nd, 90) and Red Oak 
(3rd, 70).

In the girls division, 
Red Oak (1st, 116), Midlo-
thian Heritage (2nd, 96), 
Midlothian (3rd, 77), Lake 
Belton (4th, 62) and Belton 
(5th, 60) occupied the top 
five spots. 

Along with Rydberg, 
the Lady Broncos qualified 
sophomore Dannika Kelley 
(2nd, high jump, 5-0), ju-
nior Keely Camacho (3rd, 
100 hurdles, 15.76) and 
two relay teams for the re-
gional meet. 

Chelsie Miller, Aleya 
Russell, Moriah Rydberg 
and Bella Garcia were sec-
ond (1:40.33) in the 800 
relay, while Nylah Berrian 
and Kennedy Hall joined 
Russell and Garcia to place 
fourth (47.80) in the 400 
relay.

Nolan-Hemphill is 
also on the verge of state af-
ter placing third in the 100 
(11.96) and 200 (25.05) at 
area, where Brillhart was 
second (5:06.68) in the 
1,600.

Laila Page, a junior, 
completes Belton’s list of 
regional qualifiers after 
claiming the silver medal in 
the pole vault with a height 
of 10-0.

SPORTSSPORTSB1
Thursday,

 April 17, 2025

JOHN CORSI
STATE FARM INSURANCE

Voted Best Insurance Agency in Bell County
101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

Belton has stong showing at Area meet

Broncos ranked in the top 10 of class 5A baseball
By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal 

Lake Belton’s 5-4 victory over 
Rouse last week was more than just an-
other win, it was the one that pushed the 
Broncos into the Texas High School Base-
ball Coaches Association’s Top 10 in Class 

5A.
Offensively, the Broncos came out 

swinging. 
Cam Bartz went a perfect 2-for-2 with 

a home run, a double, one RBI, and scored 
twice. Logan Winkler added a solo homer of 
his own, while Cooper Mees drove in two runs 
with a clutch base hit. 

Speed on the basepaths played a role as 
well, with Braxtan Cope swiping two bags 
while going 2-for-3 at the plate. RJ Hunt de-
livered the game-winning RBI to cap off the 
scoring.

On the mound, the pitching staff kept 
Rouse in check late. Kellen Scarborough 
sealed the win with a dominant seventh in-

ning, striking out all three batters he faced to 
earn the save.

The Broncos now sit at 17-4-2 and are 
carrying serious momentum into their next 
district series against Chaparral. Game 1 is 
set for Tuesday night at Bronco Ballpark, and 
with their bats hot, Lake Belton looks every 
bit the part of a top-tier 5A contender..

Lady Tigers fall short in district contest with University
By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Belton Tigers softball team came up short Fri-
day night in a hard-fought 7-5 loss to the Waco University 
Trojans. 

Despite a strong effort on both sides of the ball, the 
Tigers couldn’t string together enough momentum to pull 

out the win.
Junior pitcher Tara Stone took the circle for Belton, 

finishing the night with three strikeouts and allowing six 
earned runs. 

At the plate, the Tigers found key contributors in Hai-
ley Schutz and Andalyn Logan, who both went a perfect 
2-for-2 on the night. Reagan Stuart and Stone each chipped 
in with two RBIs to keep Belton in the game.

Head coach Morgan Birkel pointed out several posi-
tives from the performance, noting, “We had a lot of high-
lights and bright spots in the game. But unfortunately, we 
were not able to put it all together at the same time to come 
out with a win.” 

She praised Schutz for her work in center field, call-

See SOFTBALL, 
Page B3



• Vinyl • Hardwood • Laminate
• Carpet • Ceramic Tile

•Vinyl Plank
 5812 S. General Bruce Dr. • floorcosurplus.com  

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm Saturday 9am- 3pm

254.727.4061

Engineered Hardwood
(Starting at $3.00)

Sq. Ft. 
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centraltexas.sitmeanssit.com
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Member SIPC

Three stops 
on the road 
to fi nancial 

stability

Achieving fi nancial 
stability doesn’t happen 
overnight — it takes a 
journey. And, as with 
every journey, you should 
reach some milestones 
along the way.

For your fi rst fi nancial 
milestone, you’ll want 
to build a strong foun-
dation. Start by build-
ing an emergency fund 
to pay for unexpected 
costs, such as a major car 
repair. And try to con-
tribute enough to your 
401(k) and health savings 
account (HSA) to earn 
your employer’s match-
ing contribution, if one is 
offered. Also, try to pay 
down or refi nance some 
high-interest debt.

Your next milestone 
should fi nd you gain-
ing a stronger fi nancial 

foothold. At this stage, 
continue building your 
emergency fund and try 
to put 10% to 15% of 
your gross income into 
your 401(k) or similar 
plan.

At your third milestone, 
when you may be in your 
middle or later years, 
you’ll want to invest as 
much as you can into 
your 401(k) and have at 
least six months’ worth of 
living expenses in your 
retirement fund. Also. 
review your retirement 
goals to ensure you’re on 
track to achieve them.

Reaching these mile-
stones will take diligence 
and commitment — but 
it will be worth the effort 
in helping you on your 
journey toward fi nancial 
security.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial AdvisorFinancial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®Scot Hrbacek, CFP     ®Scot Hrbacek, CFP     

Belton ISD golf at Region II-5A tournament

Maddux fires no-hitter, strikes out 16 in win 

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The seasons for the 
Lady Broncos and Lady Ti-
gers came to a close Tues-
day, but Carly Marshall has 
hope of returning to state. 

Lake Belton and Bel-
ton traveled to Pottsboro’s 
Tanglewood Golf Course 
on Monday to begin the 
two-day Region II-5A tour-
nament, where the top three 
teams and top three indi-
viduals not on a qualifying 
team advanced to state.

After finishing 18th 
overall at last year’s Uni-
versity Interscholastic 

League State Tournament, 
Marshall, a sophomore, 
placed fifth at the regional 
meet, making her an alter-
nate for state. Essentially, 
she will serve as a standby 
competitor in case another 
cannot attend. 

The two-day state 
tournament will be held at 
Georgetown’s Legacy Hills 
Golf Club starting April 28.

Thanks in part to Mar-
shall’s score of 150 follow-
ing two rounds, Lake Bel-
ton was ninth in the final 
team standings with a com-
bined total of 785.

Marshall’s outing was 
complemented by senior 

Katherine Moore (43rd, 
194) and sophomores Lyli-
ana Gonzalez (56th, 208) 
and Reese Sexton (72nd, 
233). Lillie Mikes, a sopho-
more, posted a 243 (78th), 
but her score did not count 
toward the team total. 

The Lady Tigers fin-
ished directly behind the 
Lady Broncos, placing 10th 
with 817 points.

Jacklyn Munoz, a se-
nior, capped off her career 
by placing 40th, shooting 
a 186, while Anya Jinada-
tha (51, 205) and freshman 
Isha Jinadatha (52nd, 206) 
followed, finishing within 
one stroke of each other. 
The score was completed 
by sophomore Abby Beck 
(65th, 220).

Fellow sophomore 
Hanna Wheeler (67th, 226) 
also competed for Belton. 

Frisco Centennial cap-
tured the team champion-
ship, shooting a combined 
615, while Dallas Highland 
Park (2nd, 625) and Pros-
per Walnut Grove (3rd, 
626) also qualified for state. 

Individually, Frisco 
sophomore Addison Reilly 
posted a field-low 139 to 
take the gold medal, while 
Frisco Independence soph-
omore Megan Lee (2nd, 
142) and junior Anika Singh 
(3rd, 146), Centennial sopho-
more Lisa Zhang (4th, 148) 
and Marshall followed. 

The Lady Tigers entered 
the regional tournament as 
District 16 champions, win-
ning the hardware at Killeen’s 
Stonetree Golf Club by 33 
strokes. 

Munoz placed second to 
Marshall in the final stand-
ings. 

BOYS REGIONAL 
GOLF

The two-day boys Re-
gion II-5A tournament be-
gan Wednesday at the same 
site, and both the Tigers and 
Broncos are competing. 

With a two-day total of 
635, Belton won the District 
16-5A team title at Waco’s 
Cottonwood Creek Golf 
Course to earn an 18th con-
secutive trip to the regional 
tournament. 

All five of the Tigers 
were situated among the 
field’s top 10 as the squad 
emerged from the event 
with two medals highlighted 
by Daniel Perkins’ runner-
up outing. The senior shot 
back-to-back rounds of 77.

Haden Hoelscher fin-
ished four strokes behind 
Perkins, capturing the 
bronze medal with a 77-81–

158, while Owen Babcock 
(81-80–161) was fourth. 
Miguel Matos (80-82–162) 
finished seventh, and Chase 
Aggers (86-86–172) was 
ninth, but neither of his 
rounds counted toward the 
team’s total.

Lake Belton placed 
second (324-322–646) at 
district behind individual 
champion Miles Parker. 

The junior edged out 
Perkins for the title by a 
single stroke, posting a 77-
76–153 to give the Broncos 
their fifth consecutive indi-
vidual district champion-
ship. 

Complementing the 
outing were teammates 
Nick Brooks (85-76–161), 
Jack Brown (79-82–161), 
Rawley Soliz (85-90–175) 
and Jackson Null (83-88–
171).

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

Class 5A No. 17 Lake Belton Bron-
cos finished its District 16-5A week 
against Waco on Friday at Veterans Park 
No. 1 at the Waco ISD Complex.

Maverik Maddux retired all 16 
batters that he faced on strikes, having 
thrown 51 strikes on 63 pitches. Cooper 
Mees and Cole Mikulas each contrib-
uted two-run triples as part of a nine-run 
second inning as the Broncos cruised to 
a 12-0, five-inning win over the Lions.

After the Broncos were held off the 
scoreboard in the first, Maddux began 
his mastery of the Waco High lineup. 
He struck out the first two batters before 
facing Chance Rhynes. Maddux got 
Rhynes swinging but ended up wide of 
catcher Braxtan Cope. Rhynes was safe 
at first base. He would be stranded at the 
bag, as Zay Johnson struck out to end the 
inning.

Mikulas scored on a passed ball to 
open the Broncos’ scoring in the top of 
the second. RJ Hunt’s single scored Ty 
Green. The Broncos pulled off a double-
steal, with Cameron Bartz having sto-
len second and Hunt stole home. Mees’ 
triple scored Bartz and Rohde Smith, 
Mikulas’ triple scored Mees and Samuel 
Matous, Green’s single pushed across 
Mikulas, and Brent Thomson reached 
on an error that scored Green to give the 
Broncos a 9-0 lead.

Logan Winkler, elevated from JV 
Silver before the game, singled home 
Smith in the third. Andrew Ramos’ 
ground out scored Winkler to increase 
the Broncos’ lead to 11-0.

Tate Lisenbe’s ground out in the 
top of the fifth scored Winkler to cap the 
scoring.

Eight different Broncos had hits, 

with Mikulas having led the way with 
three. Mikulas, Green and Smith each 
scored twice.

“It was a dominant game by 
Maverik tonight,” Lake Belton head 
coach Chris Peacock said. “The kids we 
elevated from JV Silver got to play and 
contributed. A very good win.”

Broncos battle from behind, up-
ends No. 20 Rouse, 5-4

Lake Belton took on the Leander 
Rouse Raiders in non-district action on 
Saturday afternoon at Bronco Park.

Logan Winkler’s home run to cen-
ter field tied the game in the bottom of 
the sixth, and RJ Hunt’s single to score 
Cole Mikulas for the go-ahead run in 
Lake’s 5-4 win over the Raiders.

Cameron Bartz started the scor-
ing in the bottom of the first with a solo 
homer over the left field fence.

Rouse scored twice in the second 
and once in the third to take a 3-1 
lead.

Cooper Mees singled home Bartz 
in the bottom of the third to pull the 
Broncos to within one. Mees ground-
ed out in the fifth inning to score 
Bryce Davis to tie the game 3-3.

Rouse took the lead with a sac-
rifice fly in the top of the sixth. Win-
kler’s leadoff homer in the bottom 
of the inning was followed with a 
one-out single from Hunt that scored 
Mikulas to put the Broncos up 5-4.

Kellen Scarborough came on in 
relief of Ely Vaughan and struck out 
the side for the save and clinched 
the Broncos its fourth win against a 
ranked opponent this season (Rouse, 
Round Rock, Austin Westlake, Lake 
Travis). They are 4-4-1 against 
ranked teams.

Bartz and Braxtan Cope each 

had two hits in Lake’s seven-hit at-
tack.

Cope, Lisenbe, Vaughan and 
Scarborough combined for seven in-
nings pitched, allowed four runs on 
four hits, nine strikeouts, four walks, 
four hit batters, and struck out nine. 

Lake outlasts Chaparral, 5-0
The Broncos began their District 

16-5A week with the Chaparral Bob-
cats Tuesday at Bronco Park.

Cameron Bartz had three of 
Lake’s seven hits, and Cooper Mees, 
Rohde Smith, and RJ Hun each 
drove in runs in support of Brandon 
Holley’s five-hit shutout over the 
Bobcats, 5-0.

Smith reached on an error in the 
bottom of the first to score Bryce Da-
vis to put the Broncos on the board. 
Mees grounded into a double play 
with Bartz having scored to give the 
Broncos a 2-0 lead.

Mees’ double in the bottom of 
the fifth inning brought in Davis.

The Broncos picked up insur-
ance in the bottom of the sixth. 
Hunt’s safety squeeze single scored 
Braxtan Cope and Cole Mikulas 
scored a wild pitch to increase Lake’s 
lead to five runs.

Rene Pagan collected three of 
the Bobcats’ five runs against Hol-
ley, who struck out seven and walked 
none in the win.

No. 10 Lake Belton (18-4-2, 
7-0 District 16-5A) have a three-
game lead over the second-place 
traffic jam between the Bobcats, 
University Trojans, and Belton Ti-
gers. 

The Broncos and Bobcats will 
finish the series on Thursday at 
Chaparral High School.
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SERVICESSERVICES

FAIR. Water stained; 59 
degrees; 2.80 feet below pool. 
White bass fishing on Lake 
Belton exists in three distinct 
areas. There are spawning fish 
in the upper reaches of the Leon 
River and Cowhouse Creek. 
Immature fish which did not 
spawn and mature fish which 
have returned from spawning 
are in shallow water under low 
light conditions at sunrise and 
for about an hour thereafter, and 
at sunset and about an hour prior 
to it. This is typically in under 
16 feet of water where the wa-
ter temperature is significantly 
warmer than the water tem-
perature at 25 feet and deeper. 
Finally, there are fish in deeper, 
clearer, cooler water from 250-
40 feet deep. These fish are much 
more sluggish and still require 
wintertime tactics. The shallow 
fish can be caught throwing 
MAL Originals with chartreuse 
tails using a sawtooth method by 
letting the lure drop to bottom, 
reeling in 7 times, letting it drop 
again, and repeating. Deeper fish 
can be targeted with a 5/8-ounce 
white bladed Hazy Eye Slabs in 
conjunction with forward facing 
sonar. Allow the lure to settle to 
the bottom, reel it slowly and 
smoothly up five turns watch-
ing sonar for a follow. Report by 
Bob Maindelle, Holding the Line 
Guide Service. Catfish are excel-
lent. Anglers should search for 
blue catfish in river channels and 
around steep ledges in 20-35 feet 
of water. Larger cut baits have 
been effective for trophy size 
fish. Eater fish under 10 pounds 
are active and slow drifting with 
small cut shad along sand flats 
will produce. 

GOOD. Water 
stained; 59 degrees; 3.50 
feet below pool. Your 
best bet on white bass 
on Stillhouse is to avoid 
the crowds and take a 
weekday trip up into the 
Lampasas River. Look 
for schools of white bass 
using sonar in sharp river 
bends and deeper holes. 
If your craft can make it 
past the gravel crossing 
and into the spawning rif-
fles, flyfishing gear works 
best to present small gray 
streamers to imitate river 
minnows using a sinking 
tip line and a flat, 6 foot 
leader of 8 pound test flu-
orocarbon. Those look-
ing for white bass on the 
main lake should focus 
on the middle and low-
er third of the reservoir, 
looking for adult fish 
returning from spawn-
ing along the flats adja-
cent to the river channel. 
The white, three-quarter 
ounce Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab will excel for this 
application. Largemouth 
bass continue to move 
shallower with the spring 
warm-up. Medium sized 
soft plastics 6-8 inches in 
length with dark, natural 
hues fished with a Caroli-
na rig are producing well. 
Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line 
Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

Belton
FAIR. Water stained; 50 

degrees; 2.35 feet below pool. 
Before the most recent blast of 
cold came in on February 19, wa-
ter temperatures had cooled back 
to the levels they were at before 
the record-setting, 8-day warm-
ing trend that ended on February 
8. After a few smaller male white 
bass began to appear headed 
toward spawning areas around 
Mother Neff State Park, the mi-
gration run generally halted and 
will likely remain low key until 
our next significant warmup. 
For those heading upriver, light 
leadhead jigs with white or off-
white curl-tail grubs selected to 
fish just inches above the bottom 
will produce well, as will grey 
and/or olive streamers fished on 
fly gear. Anglers remaining on 
the upper ends of the main lake 
on the Leon River or Cowhouse 
Creek arms, flatline trolling will 
be improving. Troll multiple 
baits that dive to different depths, 
then change over once fish show 
a preference. Fish in deeper, 
clearer water will remain inter-
ested in the 5/8 ounce and 3/4 
ounce white Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab worked with a very slow, 
steady upward motion where fish 
are seen concentrated on bottom 
via sonar. Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line Guide 
Service. Catfish are fair. With 
cold water temperatures anglers 
should search for blue catfish in 
deeper river channels and around 
steep ledges in 30-45 feet of wa-
ter. Larger cut baits have been ef-
fective for trophy size fish. Eater 
fish under 10 pounds are still ac-
tive and slow drifting with small 
cut shad along sand flats will 
produce. Channel catfish are fair 
but can still be caught on warmer 
days using punch bait in 15-25 
feet of water. Report by Brian 
Worley, B&S Catfishing.

Stillhouse
GOOD. Water 

stained; 50 degrees; 2.92 
feet below pool. Before 
the most recent blast of 
cold on February 19, 
water temperatures had 
cooled back to the levels 
they were at before the re-
cord-setting 8-day warm-
ing trend which ended 
on February 8. After a 
few smaller male white 
bass began to appear 
headed toward spawning 
areas on either side of 
the Gravel Crossing, the 
migration run generally 
halted and will likely re-
main low key until our 
next significant warmup. 
For those heading up-
river, light leadhead jigs 
with white or off-white 
curl-tail grubs selected to 
fish just inches above the 
bottom will produce well, 
as will grey and, or olive 
streamers fished on fly 
gear. For those remaining 
on the upper end of the 
main lake, flatline trolling 
will be improved. Troll 
multiple baits that dive 
to different depths, then 
change over once fish 
show a preference. Fish in 
deeper, clearer water will 
remain interested in the 
5/8 ounce and 3/4 ounce 
white Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab worked with a very 
slow, steady upward mo-
tion where fish are seen 
concentrated on bottom 
via sonar. Report by Bob 
Maindelle, Holding the 
Line Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT
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Ten extra base hits leads Lake to 19-0 win over Eagles
By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Class 5A No. 
4 Lake Belton softball 
team continued District 
16-5A play on Friday as 
they took on the Ellison 
Eagles in Killeen.

The Broncos posted 
nine runs in the first in-
ning, highlighted by 
Trista Sheka’s grand 
slam home run, as ten of 
Lake’s 18 hits were extra 
base hits in their 19-0 win 
over the Eagles in three 
innings.

Ana Diaz started off 
the scoring with an RBI 
that scored Alexis Or-
tiz. Brysen Gott’s single 
scored Maddison Ruiz, 
and Addison Sims’ dou-
ble scored Madison Naser 
to give Lake a 4-0 lead in 
the first.

The Broncos loaded 
the bases for Sheka. On 
a 1-0 delivery, Sheka 
turned on the pitch and 
drilled over the left field 
fence to clear the bases 
and double Lake’s lead to 
8-0.

Ortiz’s triple to right 
field scored Madison Per-
kins to cap the first in-
ning scoring.

While the Broncos’ 
offensive was lighting up 
the scoreboard, Natalie 
Hosch held the Eagles’ 
offense in check having 
allowed three hits and 
struck out four over three 
innings for the win.

The Broncos con-
tinued the barrage in the 
second, as Gott’s single 
scored Naser, Perkins’ 
triple scored Sims and 
Nylah Berrian, Ortiz’s 
single plated Perkins, 

and Ruiz’s double scored 
Diaz and Ruiz to increase 
the lead to 15-0.

In the third, Lilli 
Herrera’s single scored 
Naser, Alaysha Williams’ 
single drove home Bri-
ley Updyke, Sheka’s 
line drive double brough 
home Herrera and Avery 
Park’s single scored Wil-
liams to cap the scoring.

Lake Belton shuts out 
Waco 10-0 in six, clinch-
es District 16-5 title

The Broncos hosted 
Waco High to kick off the 
final week of District 16-
5A.

Natalie Hosch al-
lowed two hits and 
walked one while striking 
out 11 over six innings 
and Madison Perkins had 
a three-hit night as the 
Broncos run-ruled the Li-
ons in six innings, 10-0.

The win clinched 
Lake Belton’s fifth con-
secutive district champi-
onship and has 57 straight 
win in district play.

Lake began their 
scoring in the bottom 
of the second with three 
runs. Waco’s Chloe Nava 
walked Perkins to force 
home Addison Sims. 
Alexis Ortiz’s sacrifice 
fly scored Alaysha Wil-
liams, and Madison Naser 
was hit by a pitch to force 
across Trista Sheka

The Broncos scored 
three times in the fourth 
inning. Perkins scored on 
a passed ball, Ana Diaz’s 
sacrifice to the pitcher 
scored Ortiz, and Park 
singled home Hosch to 
increase Lake’s lead to 
6-0. 

Lake Belton added 
on a run in the fifth when 

Ortiz singled to left to 
score Perkins.

The Broncos scored 
their final three runs of 
the contest in the sixth. 
Maddison Ruiz hit a solo 
home run, Briley Updyke 
was hit by a pitch which 
scored Park, and Perkins’ 
single to right field scored 
Sims to end the game. 

Perkins’ three hits 
and Avery Park’s two hits 
led Lake’s nine-hit attack. 

“It was a good week, 
but we also have a great 

deal of softball ahead,” 
Lake Belton head coach 
Kelsie McEachern said. 

The Broncos (27-
2, 9-0 District) will host 
Killeen Chaparral (6-3) 
on Thursday for an oppor-
tunity to close out their 
fifth consecutive district 
season undefeated. 

Lake Belton will take 
on Class 6A No. 6 Round 
Rock Cedar Ridge on 
Tuesday at 5 pm at Bron-
co Diamond in a non-dis-
trict playoff tune-up. 

ing her plays “incredible,” and high-
lighted Logan, Stuart, and Stone as 
standout contributors.

Still, the Tigers struggled to limit 
errors and couldn’t consistently string 
together hits, which proved to be the 
difference. 

“Our biggest challenge during 
the game was reducing errors and 
stringing hits together at the same 
time,” Birkel explained. “We also 
had to make some adjustments for 
injuries and bring in some pinch 
hitters.”

With the loss, Belton misses 
the opportunity to split the dis-

trict series with University, but the 
team now shifts focus to Tuesday’s 
matchup on the road against the 
Chaparral Bobcats. 

Chaparral enters the game with 
a 10-10 record, and the Tigers are 
eager to bounce back.

“For our game against Chapar-
ral, we are excited to build on our 
previous win,” said Birkel. “This 
week’s main focus is to win the 
small moments for the team.”

Belton plans to focus on smart 
at bats, capitalizing on mistakes, 
and trusting in their team approach. 
Birkel emphasized the importance 

of returning to the fundamentals 
and building confidence. 

“We plan to bounce back by 
leaning back into our fundamentals 
and confidence in not only our-
selves but also our teammates.”

Leadership will be key as Bel-
ton pushes toward the playoffs. 
Team captains Andalyn Logan, 
Reagan Stuart, and Hailey Schutz 
continue to lead by example both 
on and off the field. 

A win on Tuesday would be 
more than just a morale boost it 
would clinch a spot in the postsea-
son for the Tigers.

Softball  -  From Page B1

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Tigers are situated in a 
three-way tie for second place in 
the District 16-5A standings. Nev-
ertheless, Belton is right where it 
wants to be. 

With only three games remain-
ing in the regular season schedule, 
the Tigers are almost guaranteed 
to miss out on the league champi-
onship with Lake Belton’s record 
being unblemished through seven 
games, and they could potentially 
slide all the way down to fourth 
place. 

Regardless, with one more vic-
tory, Belton will return to the play-
offs. 

The Tigers close their district 
run by hosting Killeen Ellison to-
night at 7 p.m. before welcoming 
Waco to town Tuesday to begin 
their final series. 

Between them, the programs 
are 2-12 in district, including a 
one-sided affair between Belton 
and the Eagles on Tuesday. 

Playing on the road, the Tigers 
only needed six innings to defeat 
Ellison, winning 18-3 behind a se-
ries of strong performances. 

Cole Haisler was 3 for 5 with 
a double, three RBIs and two runs 
scored, while Austin Wood was 2 
for 3 with a double, an RBI and 
three runs scored. 

Additionally, Jacob Quigley 
was 1 for 2 with a trio of RBIs and 
runs, and Rayshaun Peoples had a 
three-run home run. 

On the mound, Haisler struck 
out four batters in two and a third 
innings before Leonisio Garcia 
completed the game by allowing 
only one hit and striking out three.

As a result, Belton, Killeen 
Chaparral and Waco University are 
each tied with identical 4-3 records, 

while Waco (2-5) and Ellison (0-7) 
round out the field. 

The victory comes on the heels 
of an up-and-down week. 

After suffering a 4-3 walk off 
loss on the road to the Bobcats, the 
Tigers bounced back, defeating the 
same team 3-1 on Friday to split 
the series. 

Offensively, Haisler was 2 for 
3 with a double and a run scored, 
Billy Young was 2 for 2 with a run 
scored, and Quigley was 1 for 3 
with a double and an RBI. Quigley 
also pitched seven innings, striking 
out 10 batters. 

Then, in nondistrict competi-
tion Saturday, Belton suffered an 
11-5 defeat to Georgetown East 
View despite Gage Flores going 2 
for 4 with a pair of home runs and a 
trio of RBIs. Furthermore, Haisler 
hit a home run to go with two RBI 
and Austin Wood was 2 for 3 with 
a double. 

Belton Baseball settles into second place tie
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EditorialEditorial
From Nuisance to Hero

Spring is in full bloom on our hilltop, and this after-
noon I decided to cut some fresh flowers from our yard. I 
gathered pink and yellow and peach roses from the front 
of the house before heading to the back, Max beside me 
every step. You remember Max. A few months ago, I 
wrote about the kangaroo-sized dog I unwillingly inher-
ited from my young adult child. He slobbers and drools. 
He tries to sit in my lap, uninvited. He gets hair all over 
my nice clothes. 

Not much has changed in our situation. But today, a 
lot changed in my heart. Max is now my hero, and I’m not 
giving him back, ever. 

As I rounded the corner toward the red-and-white 
roses, I nearly tripped over a rope. Odd, because Rick 
never leaves his stuff out. I stepped back to examine it 
closer... that rope was a six-foot-long snake, sunning in 
my yard like it was at a five-star resort. 

At this point I scampered backward. Max followed 
me, wagging his tail like I was playing some kind of game. 

“Max! Get the snake!” Max turned to look where I 
pointed, and suddenly he was on full alert. He approached 
the reptile and barked. The snake hissed and tried to strike, 
but Max was too fast. 

Of course, this happened when Rick was out of town, 
and his shovel was in the back of his truck. (I’m proud of 

myself for even looking for the shovel. That would not 
have happened a decade ago.) At this point, the snake 
slithered over to our garage door and tried to find a way 
into our house. I’m so glad the door was shut tight! Max 
stayed between me and the snake, barking a warning at the 
creature that said, “Try me. See what happens.” 

There was no rattle. I knew it was a chicken snake, 
but it certainly wasn’t friendly. It gave up on the garage 
and slinked around the side of the house, up a support 
pole, and tried to slide through a vent. Praise God, the 
snake was too big. (I can’t believe I just praised God for 
a big snake.)

This whole time, I had Rick on the phone, giving him 
the play-by-play. And this whole time, Max strategically 
positioned himself to protect me. I love that dog so much. 

Rick called his Uncle Dwain for backup. I won’t go 
into details... but within half an hour, that snake had gone 
wherever snakes go at the end of their journeys. I’m pretty 
sure it’s not heaven. Especially after it tried to break into 
my house. 

Max has been officially 
elevated from nuisance to 
hero. And I’m reminded of 
how quickly the tide can 
turn when we step fully into 

the roles God designed for us. How often do we seek ap-
proval from others, only to feel rejected and alone? How 
often do we tell ourselves we’ll never fit in, never be suc-
cessful? We all experience that at times. But the best rem-
edy is to do exactly what Max did. Stop looking for others’ 
approval and simply be who God intended us to be. 

Yesterday, Max did what he was created to do... pro-
tect. Keep your eyes open for chances to be the person 
God created you to be. Maybe you’re an encourager, and 
someone needs your kind words. Maybe you have the gift 
of service, and someone needs your help. Soon, you’ll find 
opportunities to show your stuff. And when that happens, 
you’ll feel your shoulders pull back and your head lift. 
You’ll feel the satisfaction of being God’s masterpiece, 
standing in the full acceptance of His love. 

“But you, Oh Lord, are a shield about me, my 
glory, and the lifter of my head.” Psalm 3:3

Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
Given how prominent 

a topic this is among vari-
ous entertainment discussion 
groups, perhaps I should 
have gotten to it a little soon-
er. 

In short, “lost media” 
is any media – paintings, 
books, music, TV shows, 
movies, and so forth – that 
we have credible evidence 
to indicate once existed, but 
which is no longer avail-
able. Note that I said “once 
existed”. Yes, that’s the past 
tense. 

In some instances, the 
material was never pre-
served in the first place. 
Many early television broad-
casts, for example, were live 
broadcasts and so there was 
never a recording to begin 
with, let alone a recording 
for anyone to lose. Think 
about how many speeches, 
sporting events, and so forth 
took place before modern 
recording equipment could 
preserve them, leaving only 
descriptions or even simply 
notes that such-and-such 
happened to tantalize future 
generations. 

In other instances, the 
material was lost due to ne-
glect, a defect in the mate-
rial, a disaster, or some other 
issue. For example, many 
early film reels were made 
using nitrate, which was 
highly flammable. By the 
time the film industry moved 
away from it in the 1950s, 
quite a few reels were lost to 
fire or deterioration. 

There are also situations 
where the material was le-
gitimately lost or stolen. For 
example, less than half of the 
known episodes of early col-
or cartoon “Colonel Bleep” 
are accounted for. From 
what I understand, the pro-
duction company was physi-
cally relocating its archives 
when the truck they were 
using was stolen; the miss-
ing masters were on board at 
the time. 

Then we have instances 
where the material still ex-
ists, but there are legal issues 
or other behind-the-scenes 
matters preventing it from 
being recirculated. For ex-
ample, popular comedy se-
ries “Mystery Science The-
ater 3000” involved hosts 
mocking real movies, many 
of which were licensed from 
the IP owner. As those li-
censes expire, the respec-
tive episodes are pulled from 
availability until they can be 
renewed. 

Sometimes, the material 
is pulled because the con-
tent creator or IP owner no 
longer wishes for it to circu-
late. For example, the Rush 
album “Vapor Trails” was 
poorly received upon first 
launch due to terrible audio 
mixing. The band members 
themselves would later re-
mix the album, leading to the 
original release being taken 
out of circulation in favor of 
the remix. 

Perhaps most tragic, 
however, is where the mate-

rial in question was deliber-
ately destroyed. In some in-
stances the destruction was 
because the IP owner or con-
tent creator wanted it buried, 
like how Marvel Comics 
ordered the 1994 “Fantastic 
Four” movie destroyed; all 
known copies in circulation 
are descended from a single 
master that was smuggled 
out of the studio. But of-
ten, the destruction was for 
something more unfeeling, 
like a desire to salvage ma-
terials from the film, a desire 
to reuse the film, or even a 
desire to clear the archives. 

Yes, clear the archives. 
One of the most infamous 
examples of this took place 
around the 1970s when the 
BBC and ITV both began 
purging their archives of 
black and white episodes 
of TV shows. By the time 
the public learned about the 
matter and raised alarm, en-
tire seasons and even entire 
TV shows were gone. 

…Hence why lost me-
dia is such a hot topic of 
discussion: the desire to lo-
cate these missing pieces, 
evaluate their condition, and 
if possible put it back into 
circulation. This sometimes 
leads to moral grey areas, 
like how unauthorized shar-
ing of media has kept many 
pieces from being lost. But at 
the same time, this all speaks 
to how fragile our media 
content is and the need to 
preserve what we have. 
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LEGALS

MCGUIRE TIRE

is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. Apply in 
person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 603 South First 
in Temple. Pay based on experience TFN

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of AUDELIA C.
PALOMINO, Deceased, were issued on April 8, 
2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00189, pending in
the County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell County, 
Texas, to: REBECCA ANN NEIDIG.
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are
required to present them to the undersigned with-
in the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: REBECCA ANN NEIDIG,1507 Sherry 
Drive, Taylor, Texas 76574
DATED the 11th day of April, 2025.
/s/James O. Cure, James O. Cure, Attorney 
for REBECCA ANN NEIDIG, State Bar No.: 
05252800,
2584 Blue Meadow Dr,. Temple, TX 
76502,Telephone: (254) 778-8934,Facsimile: 
(254) 773-2477,
Email: jocure@cureandfrancis.net
04.17

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of SANTIAGO 
AMADOR SANCHEZ, Deceased, were issued 
on April 3, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00168, 
pending in the County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell 
County, Texas, to: Margaret Ann Sanchez 
Chancellor. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned with-
in the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: DEVON S. LINZY Attorney at Law, PO 
Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503 
DATED the 11” day of April, 2025. 
DEVON S. LINZY Attorney for Margaret Ann 
Sanchez Chancellor, State Bar No.: 24086218 ,
PO Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503, Telephone: 
(254) 773-1663, Facsimile: (254) 773-2574, 
Email: devon@linzythigpen.com 
04.17

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 
Guardianship of CAROLYN MARIE WILDE, 
an Incapacitated Person, were issued on March 
27, 2025, in Cause No. 24CPB00743, pending in 
the County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, 
Texas, to: ERIC STOEBNER. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned with-
in the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: ESTATE OF CAROLYN MARIE 

WILDE, ERIC STOEBNER, GUARDIAN, 2106 
Bird Creek Drive, Temple, Texas 76502 
DATED the 11th day of April 2025. 
KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State Bar No.: 
24102608, 2106 Bird Creek Drive, Temple, TX 
76502, 
Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 
771-2082, E-mail: karen@templelawoffice.com
04.17

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of CAROLYN M. 
WHITEHEAD, Deceased, were issued on April 
9, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00204, pending in 
the County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, 
Texas, to: SHELLEY J. LOWRY. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned with-
in the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 
ESTATE OF CAROLYN M. WHITEHEAD c/o: 
SHELLEY J. LOWRY, 5055 Elm Grove Road, 
Belton, Texas 76513 
DATED April 11, 2025. 
KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State Bar 
No.: 24102608, Telephone: (254) 771-1855, 
Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, E-mail: karen@
templelawoffice.com
04.14

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
of Administration for the Estate of DORIS 
LAVERNE BLAIR, Deceased, were issued on 
March 28, 2025 in Cause No. 24CPB00607, 
pending in the County Court at Law No. 1, Bell 
County, Texas, to: GLEN POOL. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned with-
in the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: DANIEL A. CORBIN Attorney at Law ,603 
North 8th Street ,Killeen, TX 76541 
DATED the 11th day of April 2025. 
CORBIN, STAPLER & CLAPPER, PC 603 
North 8th Street, Killeen, TX 76541, Tel: (254) 
526-4523 ,
Fax: (254) 526-6711 
By: Ashley Clapper DANIEL A. CORBIN, State 
Bar No. 04814300, JAMES BERRY STAPLER, 
State Bar No. 24013557, ASHLEY 
CLAPPER, State Bar No. 24076317, Legal@
CorbinLegalTeam.com, 
Attorney for GLEN POOL
04.14

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of LYDIA A. MARTINEZ were 
issued on February 25, 2025, in Cause No. 
24CPB00789, pending in the County Court at 
Law Number ONE (1) of BELL County, Texas, 
to ADRIAN RAMIREZ.
 All persons having claims against the estate, 
which is presently being administered, are 
required to submit them, within the time and 

manner prescribed by law, and before the estate 
is closed, addressed as follows: c/o PATRICK J. 
RIDLEY, 2582 Blue Meadow Drive, P.O. Box 
1141, Temple, TX 76503 
Dated: April 9, 2025 
PATRICK J. RIDLEY Attorney for Executor of 
the Estate of LYDIA A. MARTINEZ 
04.14

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of LORI R. 
BARRETT, Deceased, were issued on April 1, 
2025 in Docket No. 25CPB00164, pending in the 
County Court at Law Number One of Bell 
County, Texas, to: ANDREA BEATTIE 
The residence of the Independent Executor is in 
Midlothian, Chesterfield County, 
Virginia, but the post office address for notice is 
as follows: 
c/o LAW OFFICE OF WESLEY PREWITT, 
PLLC, 500 Round Rock Avenue, Suite 2, 
P.O. Box 249, Round Rock, Texas 78680-0249 
All persons having claims against the Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law. 
DATED the 8th day of April, 2025. 
LAW OFFICE OF WESLEY PREWITT, 
PLLC, 500 Round Rock Avenue, Suite 2, 
P. O. Box 249, Round Rock, Texas 78680 ,(512) 
244-0001, FAX: (512) 244-9733
04.14

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLE IS BEING 
STORED

AT KILLEEN TOWING & RECOVERY
12197 State Hwy 195, Killeen, TX 76542, 
254-526-3856, VSF0651623, http://www.tdlr.
texas.gov, 1996 Eagle Talon (white) charges are 
$1113.52
04.14

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

 THE ESTATE OF KARL DEE NEDELA, 
DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original letters of 
Testamentary were issued on March 25, 2025, 
In a proceeding styled Estate of Karl Dee Nedela, 
Deceased, in Cause Number 25CPB00121, 
Pending the County Court of Bell County, Texas.
Claims may be presented in care of the attorney 
for the Independent Executor, addressed as fol-
lows: 
Michael Karl  Nedela Independent Executor of 
the Estate of Karl Dee Nedela, Deceased. c/o: 
Burk Roberts, Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., 2501 
East Elms Rd., Ste. A, Killeen, Texas, 76542-
3023.
All persons having claims against this estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law. 
Signed on April 7th, 2025
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Michael 
Karl Nedela
By: Burk Roberts
04.14

EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

LEGALS

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied and Insured

50 Years Local Experience

Free Estimates

• Seamless Gutters • Seamless Gutters 

• Window Replacement• Window Replacement
• Custom Cabinets• Custom Cabinets

• Counter Tops• Counter Tops
• Window Screens• Window Screens

  RoofingRoofing    



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Texas Health and Safety Code 775.015, the County 
Clerk of Bell County, Texas hereby provides notice of a public 
hearing to be held on the creation of the proposed Bell County 
Emergency Services District No 3. This public hearing will 
be held at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, May 5th, 2025, at the Bell 
County Historic Courthouse, 2nd Floor Courtroom, at 191 
E. Central Avenue in Belton, Texas. Each person who has 
an interest in the creation of the district may attend the hearing 
and present grounds for or against the creation of the district.
A petition for the creation of an emergency services district has 
been filed with the County Clerk of Bell County, Texas and the 
creation of an emergency services district is proposed.
The district is to be created and is to operate under Article III, 
Section 48-e of the Texas Constitution, as proposed by S.J.R. 
No. 27, Acts of the 70th Legislature, Regular Session, 1987 and 
adopted by the voters at an election held November 3, 1987.
The name of the proposed district is Bell County Emergency 
Services District No. 3. It is to be created and is to operate 
under Article III, Section 48-e, Texas Constitution, and Chapter 
775, Texas Health and Safety Code, for the provision of fire 
suppression and medical response in response to an emergen-
cy situation in accordance with the authority granted to emer-
gency service districts under Chapter 775 of the Texas Health 
and Safety Code. 
The district’s boundary map is attached hereto, and incor-
porated herein for all purposes as Exhibit A. Upon request, 
the metes and bounds are available for public viewing in the 
County Clerk’s office during regular business hours and on the 
public notices page of our website at https://www.bellcountytx.
com/publicnotice_list.php.
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TROY TUBBS
OWNER

(254) 778-0444
FAX (254) 778-0475

1201 S. 49th St. 
Temple, Texas 76504

Temple 
254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
Harker Heights

Relax ... 

254-699-1102

Salado
254-947-8480

Belton
254-831-9320

www.fcttx.com 

Jeff Boren-Owner

Call 939-3502
900 E. Central • Belton

Residential & Commercial
Free Estimate

•CARPET & VINYL•CERAMIC & WOOD•LAMINATE FLOORING

For Floors Done Right...The First Time

• CARPET & VINYL
• CERAMIC & WOOD

• LAMINATE FLOORING

templetechnology.net

NEW OFFICE TIMES: 
Monday: 8am-4pm • Tuesday: 8am-4pm

Wednesday: 8am-4pm • Thursday: 8am-3pm
 Friday: 8am-3pm

www.beltonjournal.com (254) 939-5754

Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.

Make your own 
chocolate Easter bunnies

The Easter bunny is a tradition that has 
been passed down for centuries. Symbolizing 
fertility and wealth, the Easter bunny became 
a holiday standard in Germany during the 16th 
century. 

The custom of chocolate eggs came along 
centuries after the Easter bunny, originating in 
the 19th century in France and Germany. As 
Easter celebrations evolved, chocolate eggs 
were not the only delicacy; chocolate Easter 
bunnies also were shared and enjoyed.

While there are scores of mass-produced 
chocolate bunnies available for purchase, and 
many local chocolatiers also make Easter bun-
nies and other sweet treats, families may want 
to try making their own chocolate Easter bun-
nies this year. This can be a family-friendly ac-
tivity that favors togetherness with the promise 
of a sweet reward.

1. The first step to creating chocolate Eas-
ter bunnies is to select the type of chocolate 
you prefer. Bunnies can be made from white 
chocolate, milk chocolate, dark chocolate, or 
even a combination for a marbleized effect. 
Chocolate melts, chips or chocolate couver-
ture are widely available at specialty choco-
late and food shops or craft supply stores, ac-
cording to DoItYourself.com. This simplifies 
the bunny-making process. Some retailers 
also may sell bunny-making kits that pair the 
chocolate melts with the mold in one box for 
ultimate convenience.

2. Craft stores also have aisles devoted 
to culinary crafts. Browse to find an Easter 
bunny mold. Some may sell solid chocolate 
bunnies or hollow varieties. Choose molds in 
the desired size, as bunny molds may be large 
or small.

3. Follow directions to melt chocolate 
successfully. Some chocolates can be slowly 
melted in the microwave. A double-boiler 
method, in which the chocolate is melted in a 
bowl placed above a pan with boiling water, 
can help the chocolate melt consistently and 
prevent it from burning.

4. Pour the chocolate into the mold and 
gently tap the mold so that it displaces air bub-
bles and helps the chocolate settle evenly into 
the design. Allow the chocolate to set up in the 
refrigerator. If your mold is hollow, you can 
seal the two halves of the bunny with a little 
melted chocolate on the seam. 

Creativity can be unleashed when mak-
ing homemade chocolate bunnies. Experiment 
with adding a few drops of peppermint oil or 
orange liqueur to customize the flavor. Before 
sealing hollow bunnies, place peanut butter or 
raspberry jam inside for a tasty surprise. Use 
colored candy melts to add colorful eyes or 
cheeks or to tint the inside of the bunny ears. 

For an even more festive effect, seal a lol-
lipop stick in a chocolate bunny and use it to 
secure the Easter bunny to the top of a cake.

Special to the Journal 

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor 
(UMHB) students unveiled their under-
graduate and graduate research projects on 
Tuesday, April 8 during the 2025 Watson 
Scholars’ Day.

Sponsored by the UMHB Office of 
Research, Watson Scholars’ Day requires 
students to complete all the steps necessary 
to present at a conference, including identi-
fying a topic, conducting research, and ul-
timately explaining their findings publicly.

“We really want to highlight the excit-
ing research our students have been working 
on with the help of their faculty sponsors. 
This is always a highlight of my semester 
as I get to interact with future leaders in 
their respective fields. Providing opportuni-
ties like this is another way we support our 
students at UMHB,” said the university’s 
director of undergraduate research Dr. Joni 
Ylostalo.

Participants included 104 students and 
15 faculty sponsors. AP Seminar students 
from Belton High School also attended the 
event to observe and take notes for their own 
upcoming presentations. Award recipients 
are as follows:

Podium Presentations
1st place           Natural Sciences
Scholar:           Conner Rohrer
Sponsor:          Dr. Seena Mathew
Title:                What Are the Neuro	

logical Effects of Psilocybin on Patients 
Experiencing Mental Distress from Cancer 
and PTSD?

1st place           Public Health
Scholar:            Felicity Roberts
Sponsor:           Dr. Ariane Secrest
Title:                Phone Usage and Its Ef-

fects on Posture and Pain.

1st place           Education
Scholar:            Katelynn Anderson
Sponsor:           Dr. Jodi Pilgrim
Title:                  Magic School AI: Evalu-

ating Pedagogical Soundness and Devel-
opmental Appropriateness                                                                                                            

1st place           Nursing
Scholar:            Lan Salazar
Sponsor:           Dr. Michele Hackney
Title:            A Spectrum of Expectations: 

How Prepared Are We to Care for the Neu-
rodiverse Population?

1st place           Humanities
Scholar:           Brighton Konig

Sponsor:          Dr. Laura Bedwell
Title:                Life in a Nutshell

Creative Works
1st place           Education
Scholars:       Shelby Weaver & Sarah 

Dolliff
Sponsor:          Dr. Caroline Pollard
Title:               Journey to Freedom: Ex-

ploring the Underground Railroad

 2nd place           Education
Scholars:        Jason Blattner, Peyton 

Sedlacek & Claire Hodge
Sponsor:         Dr. Caroline Pollard
Title:               Legacy of Liberty: Amer-

ica’s Journey

 3rd place          Education
Scholars:        Mollee Golden & Sarah 

Heslip
Sponsor:          Dr. Caroline Pollard
Title:                Interactive Holocaust
Poster Presentations
1st place         Education 
Scholar:          Norma Wheeler
Sponsor:         Dr. Jodi Pilgrim
Title:                 A Study of the Readability 

of the STAAR

1st place           
EXSS -             Exercise Physiology 
Scholar:         Cole Strickland, Mathis 

Rollin, Nikolas Keratsopoulos, Jaci Kelly 
& Dimitrije Cabarkapa

Sponsor:           Dr. Mandy Parra
Title:           Interrater Agreement of 

Novel Inertial Measurement Unit Devices 
Placed Bilaterally in Assessing Jump Per-
formance

1st place          EXSS - Sport Manage-
ment    

Scholar:           Tyler Woods
Sponsor:          Dr. Lester Sombito
Title:                Clickbait vs. Credibility: 

Analyzing Media Narratives in the Deflat-
egate Scandal

 1st place       Humanities
Scholar:         Raquel Baker
Sponsor:          Dr. Rubi Ugofsky-Mendez
Title:              Seduction & Survival: The 

Temptress Women in Cervantes Literary 
Works

1st place           Natural Sciences
Scholar:           Amber Dickey
Sponsor:          Dr. Ruth Ann Murphy
Title:           A Comparative Analysis 

of Chlorophyll Concentration in Spinach 
Samples Using Visible Spectroscopy

 
1st place          Natural Sciences
Scholars:         Amy Perez & Ava Reid
Sponsor:         Dr. Seena Mathew
Title:                Impact of Caffeine Intake 

on Drosophila melanogaster

1st place           Natural Sciences
Scholar:           Thant Sin
Sponsor:          Dr. Seena Mathew
Title:               Cocaine Addiction: Neu-

rochemical Effects, Demographic Influ-
ences, and Strategies for Treatment and 
Societal Impact

1st place           Social Sciences
Scholars:          Macy Rodgers
Sponsor:           Dr. Jennifer Costello
Title:             Exploring the Impact of 

Workshops and Simulations on Teacher 
Empathy and Knowledge for Students 
with ADHD

2nd place           Social Sciences
Scholars:            Aracelia Comeaux
Sponsor:             Dr. Jennifer Costello
Title:                Understanding the Im-

pact a Trauma-Informed Workshop Has on 
Nursing Home Staff’s Skills and Knowl-
edge

3rd place       Social Sciences
Scholars:       Johnathan Ogir
Sponsor:       Dr. Jennifer Costello
Title:              Impact of Foster Care Mal-

treatment on Attachment Styles in Adult-
hood

1st place        Graduate Student
Scholars:        Amanda Gillespie, Savan-

nah Garza, Cody Hays & Grant Richard-
son

Sponsor:       Dr. Wendi Stewart
Title:               The Sugar Showdown; A1c 

vs OGTT in Diagnosing Type 2 Diabetes

2nd place        Graduate Student
Scholars:          Caroline Zinnecker, Han-

na-Rose Hix, Mckelle Winsor & Chloe 
Williams

Sponsor:           Dr. Wendi Stewart
Title:              Effects of Alcohol Ces-

sation on Patients with Gastrointestinal 
Cancer

3rd place           Graduate Student
Scholars:           Lueella Shelton
Sponsor:            Dr. George Willey
Title:            Addressing Rural Edu-

cation Challenges to Bridge Literacy and 
Achievement Gaps

UMHB students present research at annual Scholars’ Day

Courtesy photo 
Norma Wheeler discusses her poster presentation, A Study of the Readability of 
the STAAR, at last week’s UMHB Scholars’ Day. 



TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.

Community Information
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopti ng the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home aft er getti  ng lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal informati on to help police offi  cers fi nd someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additi onal aid including those 
with Dementi a, Auti sm or specifi c mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept 
confi denti al to fi rst responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read 
more about the program here: htt ps://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplati ng suicide, press opti on 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran populati on. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abducti on or 
domesti c violence or physically incapable. Providing locati on, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
fi rst message is imperati ve. For further educati on on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citi zens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citi zens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciti ng program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal informati on. Share the informati on with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for ti ps. 

Dementi a/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for acti viti es while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this diffi  cult ti me. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:
SHAWN COLVIN — May 16 
In the 30 years since the release of her debut album, Colvin has won three Grammy 
Awards, released 13 albums, written a critically-acclaimed memoir, maintained a non-
stop national and international touring schedule, appeared on countless TV and radio 
shows, had her songs featured in major movies, and created a remarkable canon of work.

RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12  
With fi ve Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the 
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and 
an unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she 
continues to carve a path uniquely her own.

AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music land-
scape for more than 50 years. 

SHINYRIBS — Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defi es genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, 
New Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band 
swing and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two 
premier music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at 
the Wheel and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both 
the Texas Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music 
Series. Some old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many 
new performers also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please 
visit https://www.cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music 
Series lineup in next weeks edition of the newspaper.

The March meeting of the Central Texas Travel Club will be March 27 at 
Johnnys Steaks and Barbeque in Salado. The gathering will begin at 11:00 with the 
meeting at 11:30. We will be discussing upcoming trips including Enchanted Rock 
and Luckenbach, Kentucky to see the Ark, San Antonio to see Moulin Rouge, and 
Florida in December. For more information contact us on Facebook or central-
texastravelclub@outlook.com. The meeting is open to everyone with no dues or 
membership requirements.

Salem Lutheran Church BBQ & Silent Auction Fundraiser Nestled in the heart 
of farmland in Rosebud, Texas, Salem Lutheran Church is getting ready for its 23rd 
Annual BBQ Fundraiser and Silent Auction benefi ting Bell County’s Relay for Life.  
The event will take place on Sunday, March 30, starting at 11a.m. at SPJST Lodge 
47 Seaton Star Hall, 10842 TX-53 in Temple, bringing the surrounding communities 
together for a day of delicious barbeque and charitable giving. Since its founding in 
1901, Salem Lutheran has been a pillar of faith and service not only to its own mem-
bers but to neighboring communities as well.  Over the past 23 years, the congrega-
tion has worked tirelessly to raise funds for Relay for Life, an organization dedicated 
to supporting cancer research and assisting those affected by the disease.“We are 
incredibly grateful for the ongoing support of our parishioners, volunteers and the 
community,” said Co-Captain Gaile Elsik of Salem Lutheran Church.  “Every plate 
of barbecue served, and every dollar raised brings us one step closer to making a 
difference in the fi ght against cancer.” The 23rd Annual BBQ Fundraiser promises to 
be another success, with all proceeds going directly to Relay for Life.  Plates will be 
available for dine-in and takeout, ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to enjoy 
a meal while supporting a meaningful cause. For more information about the event 
or to fi nd out how to get involved in Relay for Life in your area, please visit www.
cancer.org

We Are Music Salado proudly presents the Third Annual Porch & Planet Fes-
tival a three-day event along Salado’s scenic music mile celebrating local musicians, 
artists, merchants and planet earth, kicking off on Friday, April 11-13. Activities and 
events begin on Friday afternoon, April 11 at 5 p.m. and run through Sunday, April 
13 at 5 p.m. Attendees will experience a great weekend with the friendly and charm-
ing community of Salado. This year’s Porch & Planet offers attendees a wide variety 
of experiences – all promising three full days of music, entertainment, and family 
fun. This event is sponsored by We Are Music Salado and Salado’s Music Friendly 
Community.

Ladies Auxiliary M.P.R.V.F.D. presents Roses for Hoses on Saturday, April 12 at 
8:30 a.m. at the Oakmont Park in Morgans Point Resort. A 5K run and walk, part of 
the Centex race series formerly known as Cops Vs. Robbers. Dress in costume or 
come as you are. The event supports the fi re department and community outreach 
projects.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways 
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide compan-
ionship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, 
apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or 
call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones 
to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining 
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday 
of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central 
Ave in Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich 
historical heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating 
and conducting programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural 
resources in alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. 
Our community resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery in-
formation, historical markers and monument records. Our services include informa-
tion on historic preservation, educational programming, history community outreach 
and partnerships. We welcome you to come join other history minded folks and get 
involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, 
markers and education. To volunteer or for more information  please visit historical-
commission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or go by their offi ce located 
in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come 
down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat 
rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome down-
town businesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food, drinks and a great 
atmosphere.

Activities & EventsActivities & EventsLoc
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Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in Belton. Ma-
jong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. 
For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the 
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in 
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com 
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of 
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and 
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses 
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you 
have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make 
that difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or 
e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are 
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get 
involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the 
following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0. 

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at 
the Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St.

Community InformationCommunity Information

04/17: Nonfi ction Book Club; 42 
Dominoes
04/18: Trailblazers Walking Group
04/19: Exploring Wines
04/21: Snack Time Mahjong
04/22: Singing Bluebonnets

04/23: Fun Lunch
04/24: 42 Dominoes
04/26: Jimmy’s Egg
04/28: Well -Read Women; Monday 
Canasta
04/30:  Crochet and Knit

NOW OPEN

"To join or for more information, please call: 
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.

Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com."

APRIL

Newcomers Club Activities

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups
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GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET 

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

 General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

Adrian’s

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042
www.airctrl.com

5515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030

Financing & Trade-Ins Available

Texas State License: TACLA13736C (Temple) & TACLA23614C (Waco)

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX 
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com

Drew Popelka
 Attorney - CPA

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

today, tomorrow, the future

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334 Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Norman
Building

Materials

939-5132

1010 S. Main St. • Belton

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

SINCE 1945

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B   |   778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

Holy Week: A Celebration of Resurrection
As we approach Easter 

Sunday, consider it a time 
for deep refl ection and cel-
ebration. For me, and many 
other Christians, Easter is the 
most signifi cant celebration 
of faith, marking the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ three days 
after His crucifi xion. This 

event symbolizes victory, 
redemption, and the fulfi ll-

ment of God’s promise, offering hope of eternal 
life to all who believe in Him.

On Maundy Thursday, we remember the Last 
Supper that Jesus had with His disciples. This 
day is a poignant reminder of Jesus’ ultimate love 
and willingness to bear the burden of humanity’s 
sins. Good Friday is a solemn day where we ob-
serve Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross. It’s 
a powerful testament to His love and sacrifi ce for 
humanity. Holy Saturday is a day of refl ection and 
waiting, as we anticipate Jesus’ resurrection. It’s a 
time to ponder the signifi cance of His sacrifi ce and 
the hope it brings.

Easter Sunday is a day of joy and celebration, 
as we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Many churches hold special services and ac-
tivities to honor this miraculous event. For exam-
ple, my church takes a wooden cross to the streets 
of Salado on Good Friday, performs baptisms and 
renewal of baptisms at Salado Creek on Holy Sat-
urday, and holds a worship and praise service on 

Easter Sunday.
Easter is more than just a date on the calendar; 

it represents a profound spiritual journey, but have 
you ever wondered why Easter Sunday falls on 
different dates each year? The Council of Nicaea 
in 325 AD standardized the date of Easter among 
Christians, creating a formula based on both 
Christian tradition and the Jewish calendar. Easter 
falls on the fi rst Sunday after the fi rst full moon 
that occurs on or after the vernal equinox. This 
calculation ensures that Easter will be celebrated 
as early as March 22 and as late as April 25.

Why such a complicated formula? The pri-
mary reason was that different Christian groups 
celebrated Easter on different Sundays. To reach a 
common date, some compromises had to be made, 
resulting in a rather complicated formula.

The timing of Easter is deeply symbolic. Since 
Jesus was crucifi ed shortly after Jewish Passover, 
which is based on the lunar calendar, so Easter fol-
lows lunar phases. Additionally, the vernal equi-
nox marks the beginning of spring in the North-
ern Hemisphere, symbolizing rebirth and renewal, 
both concepts central to the Easter celebration.

For me, Easter is so much more than the Easter 
Bunny and Easter eggs. It is at the very heart of a 
Christian’s core beliefs. Jesus of Nazareth died for 
all of us to take away our sins, and believing in 
Him offers the promise of eternal life (John 3:16). 
Thank you, Lord, for the gift of your Son and our 
Savior, and for the promise of life everlasting with 
You!

John Perry 

BELTON/
MORGAN’S POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral 
Worship Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church Apostolic 
UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
06 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. 5th in Belton Fccbelton.com
1st Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church205 E. 3rd 
Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal 
Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship
308 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933.3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ of 
the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.0824

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed  Baptist Church
505 E. Ave C. www.RRBC1689.com

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 254.939.6446

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist
 Fellowship of Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 254.778.8034

TEMPLE
Christ Episcopal Church
and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657

Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Methodist Church 
Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10701 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401 

Grace Comm. Primitive 
Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682

New Hope Church  of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 254.742.2181

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255
St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the  
Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744

The Redeemed Christian Church of God 
Salvation Center 
405 Van Dyke Drive, Suite 403A ~ 469-
348-1475

Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr. Sundays 8:30, 10, 
11:30 a.m., 5 p.m.
www.thevista.tv ~ 254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 254.773.3177

SURROUNDING AREA

Central Union Church of Christ
100 W. Avenue G Nolanville www.mycuc-
canfamily. org~ 254-698-0534

Little River United Methodist Church 
104 N Kings Tr.

Little River-Academy 
~ 254.982.4767

Little Rivers Freedom Road

Fellowship
1406 W. Church St. Little River Academy ~ 
5125951886 
Freedomroadbc@gmail.com
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