
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

The Belton Police and 
Fire Department Annual 
Reports were presented to 
Council members Tues-
day, providing overviews 
of the two departments’ 
activities during 2024. 

Belton Police Chief 
Larry Berg said police ex-
ecuted 9,776 traffic stops 

and issued 2,749 traffic 
citations and 6,939 warn-
ings last year. Eighty-
eight arrests were made, 
and 70 percent of all stops 
resulted in warnings.

Of those 9,776 traf-
fic stops, more than 6,000 
drivers were male, 5,518 
were white, 2,559 were 
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Construction could start on 1.8 mile MPR pathway this fall
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Construction could 
start on a  new 1.8-mile 
pathway in the City of 
Morgan’s Point Resort in 
October of this year, and 
the $3.8 million project 
likely would take about a 
year to complete, accord-
ing to City Manager Den-
nis Baldwin.

Baldwin said the 
sidewalk will begin at the 
Morgan’s Point Resort 
city limits on FM 2483 
near Lake Belton High 
School and go along the 

south-side of the highway 
to Morgan’s Point Road, 
then north to Sobrante 
Road.

“City Council has ac-
cepted advanced funding 
through (the Texas De-
partment of Transporta-
tion),” he said. “It’s fed-
eral money that is passing 
through the state.”

The $3.8 million will 
come to Morgan’s Point 
Resort through the Trans-
portation Set-Aside fund-
ing program. The project 
qualifies for Transporta-
tion Development Cred-
its (TDCs), signifying 

that the entire $3.8 mil-
lion is funded by federal 
and state dollars, without 
any local match required 
from the city

The pathway will al-
low for safer biking and 
walking through the lake-
side city. 

The pathway ad-
dresses the safety of 
students from Morgan’s 
Point Resort who attend 
Lake Belton High School, 
High Point Elementary, 
and North Belton Middle 

See CONSTRUCTION, 
Page A4

By Lynette Sowell 
The Belton Journal

Winter Storm Uri occurred four years ago this month, 
and it is still fresh in many people’s minds. 

Last Thursday, Bell County Water Control & Im-
provement District No. 1, the local water supplier for 
area cities and Fort Cavazos, celebrated the installation 
of 16 backup generators to ensure that if power to the 
local area is affected by a disaster of any type, such as 
Uri, area cities will still be able to have water pumped 
to them. 

This project equips the Belton Lake Treatment Plant 
with generators that will ensure continuous operations in 
the event of a power failure similar to what was experi-
enced during Winter Storm Uri in February 2021. 

Local officials, along with community and regional 
leaders, gathered at BCWCID’s facility near Lake Belton 
to cut the ribbon for the generators. 

“This project has been a long time coming, and it 
was brought to us by Winter Storm Uri,” said Ricky Gar-
rett, General Manager of BCWCID No. 1, prior to the 
ribbon cutting.

“If you’re in the water service business, this is actu-
ally a historical event. It really is. There’s not too many 
entities like us that can now boast that we can fully back 

See BACKUP, 
Page A2

Courtesy Graphic 
A 1.8-mile shared used pathway project could begin as soon as this fall. It will add safety to F.M. 
2483, especially for students who attend Lake Belton High School, High Point Elementary, and 
North Belton Middle School.

See Council, 
Page A2
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Ricky Garrett, General Manager of Bell County Wa-
ter Control & Improvement District No. 1, says a few 
words prior to a ribbon cutting for the facility’s 16 
backup generators, which will help provide power to 
the water system’s pumps in case of a power failure. 

BCWCID No. 1 
celebrates new 

backup generators 
for region

Belton ISD Communications Department 
earns top honors at TSPRA awards 

Special to the Journal 

The Belton ISD 
Communications De-
partment recently at-
tended the Texas School 
Public Relations Associ-
ation’s (TSPRA) annual 
conference in San Anto-
nio, Texas. 

TSPRA is a pro-
fessional organization 
committed to enhancing 
public school communi-
cations.

During the confer-
ence, the district was 
honored with four Gold 
Star Awards and one Sil-
ver Star Award for their 
outstanding submis-
sions. 

The awards were 
presented at TSPRA’s 
63rd annual Star Awards 
Celebration on Wednes-
day, February 19, 2025, 
at the Grand Hyatt in 
San Antonio.

Chief Communica-
tions Officer Christie 
Parks stated, “It has 
been several years since 
our team has submitted 
entries for these state-
level awards and I could 
not be more proud of the 
work that Candice and 
Marty produce. Our de-
partment is committed 
to delivering consistent, 
accurate and trustworthy 
information that engages 
and informs our stu-

dents, staff, parents, and 
community. Earning the 
trust and respect of those 
we serve is the ultimate 
measure of success, but 
being recognized by our 
peers is absolutely an 
additional honor.”

Superintendent Dr. 
Malinda Golden stat-
ed, “One of our district 
goals is to strengthen 
and support the engage-
ment of all stakeholders 
in pursuit of the BISD 
vision. We are commit-
ted to sharing our com-
prehensive story, in-
cluding both challenges 
and triumphs, with our 
Belton ISD community 
and our communications 

team plays a critical role 
in this process. The team 
is setting a new standard 
for Belton ISD commu-
nications and our com-
munity can expect this 
level of transparency 
and engagement to con-
tinue and expand.”

Entries in Print, 
Video, Electronic and 
Campaign categories are 
judged by division based 
on student population. 
Belton ISD competes 
in the under 15,000 stu-
dents division.

Eligible submis-
sions were produced and 
used by educational in-
stitutions between July 
1, 2023 – June 30, 2024.

Courtesy photo 
BISD Multimedia Specialist Marty Sullivan II and Communications Director Candice Griffin hold the 
district’s award certificates received at the Texas School Public Relations Association’s (TSPRA) annual 
conference in San Antonio, Texas.
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Members of Belton 
High School’s Theatre 
Troupe are presented 
with Mayor Leigh’s 
proclamation “Theatre 
in Our Schools Month” 
for the month of March.
– Courtesy photo 
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Submission guidelines for The Belton Journal and 
related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a community-
contributed submission of material and falls under 
these guidelines.

• You retain ownership of any submission that is 
your original work. Submissions sent from third par-
ties should only be by permission of the organization 
or individual who owns it, who also must agree to this 

submission policy.
• You understand that submissions may or may not 

appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of 
publication, now or in the future.

• By contributing a submission, you are granting to 
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to 
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying 
the original submission to fit print requirements.

• Submissions used become a permanent part of 
the Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue 

of appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search 
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and 
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

• Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights 
for possible future use.

• By contributing any submission, you are indicat-
ing you have read and understood this policy and 
agree to its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
To be considered for inclusion in the Belton 

Journal, all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. 
on Monday of the week in question. 

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the 
Editor) are those of the authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s 
management, staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor 
should not exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at 
(254) 939-5754.
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up everything in this plant. We have a 90-million-gal-
lon-per-day plant. It’s soon to go to 110 million gallons 
a day, and we have the power generation capability to 
keep it in service.” 

The project involved collaboration with entities like 
Atmos and Oncor, and included the purchase of trans-
formers, 11,000 feet of natural gas lines and sixteen 625 
kW generators capable of producing up to 10 megawatts 
of power, Garrett said.

He acknowledged Keith Sledd with the Heart of 
Texas Defense Alliance (HOTDA) and Killeen officials 
present on Thursday. 

“HOTDA and the City of Killeen were absolutely 
critical to get DEAAG funding for military prepared-
ness,” he added. 

Likewise, Garrett acknowledged Keith Graf, with 
the office of Governor Greg Abbott and the Executive 
Director of the Texas Military Preparedness Commis-
sion, as well as Cory Honl with Generac, the manufac-
turer. 

The generators can generate as much as 10 mega-

watts of power to help keep the pumps running in the 
event of a power outage, such as the area experienced 
during Winter Storm Uri. 

The backup system will automatically activate with 
power loss to the water treatment plant until main power 
is restored.

The project was supported by the cities of Belton, 
Copperas Cove, Gatesville, Harker Heights, Killeen, 
Lampasas, & Temple; Bell County, Coryell County, and 
Lampasas County; Fort Hood, WCID#1, and HOTDA.

The cost of the total project was $15,997,700, of 
which the DEAAG grant covered $5 million, with BC-
WCID issuing bonds in 2022 to cover the remainder. 

The Cities of Belton, Copperas Cove, Killeen, and 
Harker Heights, as well as 439 Water Supply Corpora-
tion and WCID No. 3 are covering portions of the bond 
issued by BCWCID. 

In addition to these cities, Fort Cavazos likewise 
obtains its water from BCWCID and will be covering 
part of the funds. The agreements between the cities and 
BCWCID were signed back in 2022.

Altogether, the City of Belton is contributing ap-
proximately $2 million toward the project, or approxi-
mately 13 percent of the debt being taken out by BCW-
CID. This will cost the city about $120,000 annually as 
part of its debt service, according to documents prepared 
in 2022 by the city. Killeen’s percentage is 43 percent, 
Harker Heights is 18 percent, Copperas Cove 18 per-
cent, BCWCID No. 3 is 2.7 percent, and 439 Water Sup-
ply Corporation is 4.05 percent. 

In December 2024 it was announced that the City 
of Copperas Cove will likewise be receiving a DEAAG 
grant in the amount of $5 million for their Fort Cavazos 
– Energy Resilience Storage System project. This proj-
ect was the top ranked project out of 6 to receive fund-
ing, and of 11 that were submitted. 

This project will install a Battery Energy Storage 
System for West Fort Cavazos providing energy resil-
iency as well as cost savings. 

Sledd said on Thursday that after this system is in-
stalled on West Fort Cavazos, there will be a similar cer-
emony to the one held last week.

Backup -  From Page A1

Belton sales tax revenue up more than 23% compared to February 2024
By Lynette Sowell
The Belton Jurnal

The city of Belton 
will be receiving a larger 
sales tax check compared 
to February 2024, accord-
ing to the monthly sales 
tax report released by 
State Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar. 

This month’s 
check for Belton is 
$1,047,756.20 which is 
23.21 percent more than 
the $850,338.74 the city 
received in February 
2024. 

So far for 2025, the 
city’s sales tax revenue 
is up 12.57 percent com-
pared to 2024. 

That is higher than 
the overall sales tax rev-
enue for cities statewide, 
which is up 8.74 percent 
com-pared to last Feb-
ruary. Altogether, cit-
ies will be receiving a 
total of $936.2 million 
this month. Statewide, 
sales tax receipts are up 
4.7 percent statewide for 
2025 compared to 2024.

The allocations are 
based on sales made in 

December by businesses 
that report tax monthly; 
Octo-ber, November and 
December sales by quar-
terly filers; and 2024 sales 
by businesses that report 
tax annually.

The city of Temple is 
receiving $4,181,133.66, 
down 16.19 percent com-
pared to February 2024.

Morgan’s Point 
Resort will receive 
$47,484.37, up 30.61 
percent compared to last 
February. 

Over in Nolanville, 
sales tax revenue went 

down by 2.75 percent 
compared to last Febru-
ary, with Nolanville to re-
ceive $163,689.56. 

Holland’s sales tax 
revenue is up 75.36 per-
cent, and will be receiv-

ing $26,679.83.
Salado sees a higher 

check this month and will 
receive $125,962.34.

Harker Heights sees 
an increase of 5.7 percent 
for February 2025 and will 

receive $1,246.982.71. 
Killeen’s monthly 

sales tax revenue check is 
$3,831,057.06, up 11.13 
percent from last Febru-
ary and up 7.05 percent 
overall for 2025. 

Belton			   $1,047,756.20	 up	 23.21%
Harker Heights		  $1,246,982.71	 up 	 5.7%
Holland			   $29,679.83	 up 	 75.36%
Killeen			   $3,831,057.06	 up	 11.13%	
Morgan’s Point Resort	 $47,484.37	 up	 30.61%
Nolanville			   $163,689.56	 down	 2.75%
Salado			   $125,962.34	 up	 31.17%
Temple			   $4,181,133.66	 down	 16.19%

Hispanic, 1,538 were black and 161 were Alaskan/Na-
tive American/Asian/Pacific Islander. Nearly 500 vehi-
cles were searched during traffic stops, and contraband 
was found in 258 vehicles.

BPD responded to 1,788 calls regarding automobile 
accidents in 2024, including 452 non-injury accidents, 
155 injury accidents and three fatalities.

The police department operated on a $7.4 million 
budget last year. That breaks down to $677,200 for ad-
ministration, $4.1 million for patrol, $2.4 million for 
special operations and $203,420 for code compliance.

According to the report, there were no murders 
investigated in 2024, but sexual assaults jumped from 
15 in 2020 to 42 last year. Auto thefts, robberies, ag-
gravated assaults and residential burglaries all dropped 
from 2020 numbers.

Council also was presented with the 2024 Belton 
Fire Department Annual Report during this week’s 
meeting.

According to Assistant Fire Chief Wesley Gilbreath, 
the department responded to a total of 2,498 incidents, 
including 21 structure fires, 23 car fires, 41 wildfires, 
395 motor vehicle accidents, and 163 alarm activations. 

The department provided 990 medical assists, 165 
lift assists, and 93 incidents involving hazardous mate-
rials. The average fire department response time in 2024 
was 7:38.

City Council on Tuesday approved zoning changes 
that will allow a business inside the city limits to oper-
ate as a package store. 

“Voters passed a new law last year allowing pack-

age stores in the city,” Paul Romer, director of commu-
nications for the city.

“Our laws are in line with other communities that 
allow liquor stores — they can’t be near schools or 
churches,” he said.

Texas law requires package stores to be at least 300 
feet from schools, hospitals and churches.

The 2024 election loosened alcohol restrictions in 
Belton and allowed businesses such as breweries or li-
quor stores to open. The proposition passed 381-132.

Council approved zoning changes for a package 
store on 0.11 acres at 2144 N Main.

The 2144 N Main location is currently used by 
Walker Furniture and will be the home to Longhorn Li-
quor. 

According to Romer, if the stores have liquor li-
censes in place, they can start selling products such as 
gin, tequila, vodka and whiskey.

Council approved zoning changes for three liquor 
stores in January.

Mayor David Leigh presented two proclamations to 
Council on Tuesday evening — one proclaiming Feb. 
25 as German Exchange Students Day and the other 
proclaiming March as Theatre in Schools Month.

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor students and 
staff, and German exchange students and their profes-
sor, were in attendance to receive the proclamation.

Six UMHB students traveled to Germany for a week 
and lived in German homes and consumed German cui-
sine. They spent time learning about the German edu-
cation system. Six students from a German university 

spent a week deep in Texas culture for the past week.
“We have different backgrounds but we have a lot 

in common,” Leigh said.
Also, members of Belton High School’s Theatre 

Troupe were on hand to receive the Theatre in Schools 
proclamation.

Leigh said the proclamation highlights the impact 
theater has on schools and on the community. It teaches 
problem-solving skills and allows students to get out of 
their comfort zones. Students thanked the Council for 
supporting the arts.

Council adopted a resolution appointing officers for 
the May 3 general and special elections.

The general election will select three council mem-
bers, and the special election will decide if the city’s 
Municipal Court will become a “court of record” by ap-
pointing judges for fixed terms.

The City Council appointed Shirley White to serve 
as Election Day presiding judge and Louise Oldham to 
serve as alternate presiding judge. White will appoint 
two election clerks.

Texas law designated the city secretary as early 
voting clerk, and deputies will be Oldham, Jim Lynch, 
Michelle Fogle and Lindsay Wagner.

State law also requires the city to appoint an Ear-
ly Voting Ballot Board to qualify and process ballots 
by mail, late ballots and provisional ballots. Elizabeth 
Harper was selected as the EVBB presiding judge and 
LaJuana West is the alternate presiding EVBB judge.

About $5,000 in wages was approved for election 
workers.

Council -  From Page A1
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Obituaries

Dalton 
James Brandon Dalton

January 24, 1975 – 
February 22, 2025  

James Brandon Dalton, 50, of 
Brazoria County, Texas, passed away 
on February 22, 2025. Born January 
24, 1975, Jamie lived a life defined by 
service, adventure, and unconditional 
love for his family, friends, and 
community.
A celebration of Jamie’s life will be held 
at 10am, Friday February 28th, 2025, 
at Dossman Funeral Home, Belton, 
TX, burial to follow at Pendleton 
Cemetery, Pendleton, TX.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family suggests donations 
to Make-A-Wish Foundation, an 
organization that embodies Jamie’s 
lifelong commitment to bringing joy 
and hope to others. 
Visitation will be 6-8PM Thursday, 
February 27th, 2025, at Dossman 
Funeral Home.
A dedicated career paramedic, Jamie 
served with distinction at Williamson 
County EMS for over 19 years as a 
lieutenant/paramedic, where during 
his time there, he supervised three 
ambulances and 11 employees. His 
19-year career in Emergency Medical 
Services, which began at San Marcos 
EMS, was marked by his exceptional 
skill, leadership, and unwavering 
commitment to helping others in their 
moments of greatest need. He saved 
countless lives.
Jamie was renowned for his vibrant 
personality, infectious humor (often 
expressed through his collection of 
hilarious and inappropriate t-shirts 
and tattoos), and his ability to light 
up any room. His genuine nature and 
adventurous spirit drew people to 
him, building lifelong friendships that 

became an extension of his family. An 
Eagle Scout and lifelong adventurer, 
he found joy in hunting expeditions 
and cheering on his beloved Dallas 
Cowboys and Boston Red Sox.
Though he had no biological children, 
Jamie was a remarkable father figure to 
his stepchildren, nieces, nephews, and 
the children of friends, treating each 
one as his own. His love for animals 
was evident in the devoted care he 
showed to his dogs and cat. Jamie was 
known for his non-judgmental nature 
and reliability – always showing up 
for those who needed him, no matter 
the circumstance.
Jamie was preceded in death by his 
beloved wife of 11 years, Lisa Diane 
Dalton; his mother, Sandra Howard; 
father, Charles Dalton; step-father, 
Hank Howard; and nephews, Michael 
Gross and Clayton Dalton.
He is survived by his step-mother, 
Rosie Dalton; brother, Gary Dalton 
(Sandy); sister, Terri Dalton Miller 
(Al); step-children, Stefan Schmid 
(April Welshon), Margie Tipton 
(Nathan), Aubrey Tipton(Jared), 
and Preston Tipton (Caitlin); nieces, 
Kristen Gross (Rachel Rutter) and 
Shelby Adams (Josh); granddaughters, 
Sundance and Maxine; and great-
nieces, Elle Rutter and Blaire Adams – 
all of whom he loved deeply and who 
will carry his memory in their hearts. 
He also leaves behind countless 
friends who became family throughout 
his lifetime, each holding special 
memories of his friendship, generosity, 
and larger-than-life personality.

Bond 
William “Bill” Bond

April 27, 1966 – 
February 16, 2025  

William “Bill” Bond, a beloved father, 
grandfather, brother, and friend, was 
born on April 27, 1966 in Bishop, 
California to Elmer and Charlotte 
Bond.  He passed away on February 
16, 2025 in Belton, Texas. 
Bill was a veteran of the United States 
Army, retiring after 24 years of service 

to his country.  After retirement from 
the military, he went on to own and 
operate his own business, B&C Tree 
Services. 
He is survived by his son, Keith 
Lofton and wife, Ashley; daughters: 
Michalya Bond, Miranda Ezell, Jordan 
Sumney-Kovitz and husband, Daniel; 
five grandchildren: Nate Ezell, Lucy 
Lofton, Riley Sumney, Nora Lofton 
and Jude Kovitz; one brother, Billy 
Douglas and two sisters, Ricky 
Hughlett and Terri Dominguez. 
He is preceded in death by his parents 
and sister, Toni Justice. 
Memorial Services were held on 
Friday, February 21, 2025 at 10:00 
a.m. at Dossman Funeral Home in 
Belton, Texas.
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1702 N. Main Street, Belton, TX KwikKarBTX.com

The 
Escorts

The Escorts: Luke Anthony Baird, Central Texas Christian School, Nicholas John Basile, Troy High School, Chance Benjamin Carlson, Salado High School, Ethan 
O’Neal Cohen, Lake Belton High School, Zayden Stone Emmons, Central Texas Christian School, Josiah David Gipson, Tem-ple High School, Bradon Emmanuel 
Gonzalez, Salado High School, Nicholas Lee Hammonds, Academy High School, Ty Whatley Hirrill, Troy High School, Jacob David Johnson, Lake Belton High 
School, Evan Conner Lazott, Lake Belton High School, Henry James McGaha, Lake Belton High School, Gavin Trent Pritchett Owens, Lake Belton High school, 
Gunnar Jack Smith, Home-school, Jackson Thomas Urban, Academy High School, Ignatius Caleb Watson, Homeschool.

The Belles: Brianna Sue Beltran, Central Texas Christian School, Rayne Madeline Cory, Lake Belton High School, Hannah Elizabeth Dycus, Troy High School, 
Emma Monique, Troy High School, Landry LeeAnn Hart, Troy High School, Clara Marie Hill, Lake Belton High School, Reese Elizabeth Lange, Salado High 
School, Addison Brooke Lazott, Lake Belton High School, Rivers Autumn Mahler, Lake Belton High School, Lillian Grace Marshall, Lake Belton High School, 
Gabriela María Santiago-Rodríguez, Temple High School, Grace Rebecca Tipping, Salado High School, Sydney Grace Warren, Lake Belton High School, Elianna 
Loekie Watson, Lake Belton High School, Makayla Hope Wical, Academy High School, Brookelyn Marie Williams, Temple High School

The mission of THE WILDFLOWER GUILD is to 
cultivate and develop tools and skills that are an essential 
foundation for success after high school in career and life. 
The Wildflower Guild works with participants to develop 
social and professional habits through participation in 
various etiquette instruction (based on grade level), dance 

lessons, cultural events, and community service opportu-
nities.  The Wildflower Guild program serves students in 
grades 6th-12th.  At the 11th Grade, Junior Escorts and 
Belles are presented at the annual Wildflower Ball.  This 
year, The 34th annual Wildflower Ball, will be held on Sat-
urday, March 1, 2025, at the Frank W. Mayborn Center. 

Tickets may be purchased at https://app.arts-people.com/
index.php?actions=4&p=2 or by calling the Cultural Ac-
tivities Center.  Doors open at 5:30pm.  The event begins 
with a cocktail hour. Presentation of Escorts and Belles is 
at 6:30pm followed by dinner and dancing.  Formal attire 
is required.

Wildflower Guild Senior Cotillion

School. It will enable these students to 
conveniently walk or bike to school, en-
suring their safety. 

Additionally, this project will pro-
vide residents of Morgan’s Point Resort 
with a secure means of accessing the 
Crossroads Recreational Complex on 

Prairie View Road.
A survey conducted by the city in 

May 2023 revealed that 89.7 percent of 
respondents expressed support for the 
shared-use pathway project, citing con-
cerns for student safety, as well as the 
anticipated health benefits and improved 

community accessibility and walkabil-
ity.

Details of the pathway, such as 
landscaping and exact placement, will 
be determined in the upcoming design 
phase of the project.

“Right now, the pathway would 

be 10-feet wide,” Baldwin said. “That 
could change by the time the design 
phase is complete.”

Currently, there are no walkways 
along the heavily traveled route, making 
the roadway dangerous for those travel-
ing by bike or foot.

Construction -  From Page A1

The 
Belles

Wildflower Guild Senior Cotillion

www.cacarts.org
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Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.
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Texell Credit Union receives consecutive SBA lending award
Special to the Journal

Texell Credit Union received 
the Small Business Administra-
tion’s (SBA’s) #1 in Credit Union 
Lending Award for a second con-
secutive year. 

On February 4, the SBA Dal-
las/Fort Worth District Office pre-
sented the award to Vice President 
of Commercial Services Galen 
Burke during the North Texas As-
sociation of Government Guaran-
teed Lenders (NTAGGL) quarterly 
luncheon.

Texell’s Vice President of 
Commercial Services accepts a 
special achievement award from 
a representative from the North 
Texas Association of Guaranteed 
Lenders.

As the only credit union to 
receive an award at this event, 
the award represents not only the 
growth of the credit union, but the 
rise of small businesses in Central 
Texas. 

Texell’s Vice President of 
Commercial Services, Galen 
Burke, joined Texell in 2011 in 

Retail and helped the credit union 
grow and expand its Commercial 
Services. 

In the past few years, the Com-
mercial team expanded from a few 
employees to a large team that con-
tinues to add new jobs.

“We’ve come a long way in 
lending to help our members with 
commercial and SBA loans,” said 
Galen Burke, VP. “Our team takes 
pride in helping our small business 
owners achieve their dreams, and 
I’m honored to share this award 
with our team.”

Texell offers SBA 7(a) and 504 
loans with the commercial team 
guiding members throughout the 
process. Other loan products in-
clude commercial real estate, ac-
quisition, equipment, and working 
capital loans. Business checking 
and savings accounts, credit cards, 
and certificates are also offered, 
along with payment processing so-
lutions. For more information, con-
tact Texell’s Business Loan experts 
at BusinessLoans@Texell.org or 
call 254.774.5161.

Courtesy photo 
Galen Burke, Vice President of Commercial Services for Texell Credi Union, receives 
the Small Business Administration’s (SBA’s) #1 in Credit Union Lending Award during 
the North Texas Association of Government Guaranteed Lenders (NTAGGL) quarterly 
luncheon.

Local arrests among U.S. Attorney’s 
Office more than 900 immigration cases 

filed in Western District of Texas
Special to the Journal 

Acting United 
States Attorney Marga-
ret Leachman announced 
on Tuesday that federal 
prosecutors in the West-
ern District of Texas have 
filed more than 900 im-
migration and immigra-
tion-related criminal cas-
es since Jan. 20. 

Among those cases is 
one of local interest. 

Guatemalan nationals 
Anderson Morales-Calde-
ron and Ever Morales-
Calderon were arrested 
on Jan. 24 in Waco on 
criminal charges related 
to their alleged aiding and 
abetting the possession of 
a firearm as undocument-
ed noncitizens. 

Troy Police Depart-
ment and Lorena Police 
Department officers were 
responding to a road rage 
complaint called into 911. 

The 911 caller alleged 
that an individual pointed 
a rifle at a semi-truck on 
IH-35. During the traffic 
stop, officers observed 
two air rifles and one .22 
caliber rifle in plain view 
in the back seat and on 
the back floorboard of the 
vehicle. 

Further investigation 
revealed that both Ander-
son and Ever Morales-
Calderon were unlawful-
ly present in the United 
States. If convicted, they 
each face up to 10 years 
in federal prison.

Other cases of inter-
est include the arrest of 
Juan Ramon Hernandez-
Limon in San Antonio, 
who had been previously 
convicted on April 28, 
2021 for illegal re-entry 
into the United States 
and alien in possession of 
a firearm, and a second 
time on Feb. 8, 2024 for 
illegal re-entry. Hernan-
dez-Limon repeatedly at-
tempted to evade arrest 
during an ICE ERO op-

eration on Jan. 26, 2025, 
and was eventually taken 
into custody. He faces 
up to 20 years in federal 
prison, if convicted.

Honduran national 
Melvin Armando Funes-
Canales was transferred 
to federal custody af-
ter he was located in the 
Williamson County jail, 
where he had been de-
tained for alleged posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance. An investigation 
revealed Funes-Canales 
had been previously re-
moved from the U.S. to 
Honduras on or about 
Oct. 9, 2020, and had 
also been deported on 
five other occasions. Ad-
ditionally, Funes-Canales 
was previously convicted 
of burglary, grand theft 
and illegal re-entry. He 
now faces up to 10 years 
in federal prison for ille-
gal re-entry, if convicted.

Four individuals ille-
gally present in the U.S. 
were arrested in El Paso 
and face up to 10 years 
in federal prison each for 
criminal charges related 
to their alleged involve-
ment in a human smug-
gling conspiracy. Yair 
Alejandro Aguilar-Flores, 
Angel Eduardo Carrillo-
Carrillo, Jorge Alfredo 
Lopez-Acevedo, and Je-
sus David Reyes-Villa-
gran allegedly conspired 
to harbor 12 illegal aliens 
in two El Paso hotels.

A Mexican national 
was indicted by a federal 
grand jury in Austin for 
one count of possession of 
a firearm by illegal alien. 
Marcelo Olvera-Moreno 
was stopped while driv-
ing in Hutto, Jan. 24. 
A Williamson Country 
Sheriff’s Office deputy 
conducted the traffic 
stop after allegedly ob-
serving the passenger in 
Olvera-Moreno’s vehicle 
fire a handgun from the 

front passenger window. 
Olvera-Moreno admitted 
to law enforcement that 
he knew that he was il-
legally and unlawfully in 
the U.S. and that he had 
purchased the pistol at a 
flea market approximate-
ly three months prior. If 
convicted, he faces up to 
15 years in federal prison.

“Because the Western 
District of Texas shares 
660 miles of common 
border with Mexico and 
is home to three of Texas’ 
largest cities and an esti-
mated 7.6 million people, 
prosecuting immigra-
tion and border-related 
crimes has long been and 
remains a priority within 
this district,” said Leach-
man. “With the valuable 
investigative and enforce-
ment efforts of our feder-
al, state, and local law en-
forcement partners, this 
U.S. Attorney’s Office is 
committed to prosecut-
ing immigration-related 
crimes in the interest of 
the nation and our citi-
zens.”

These cases were 
referred or supported 
by federal law enforce-
ment partners, including 
Homeland Security In-
vestigations (HSI), Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement’s Enforce-
ment and Removal Op-
erations (ICE ERO), U.S. 
Border Patrol, the Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA), the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), the U.S. Marshals 
Service (USMS), and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives (ATF), with the 
support and assistance of 
state and local law en-
forcement partners.

Along with enhanced 
interdiction efforts at the 
border, federal law en-
forcement has been also 
prioritizing immigration 

enforcement operations 
and prosecutions of aliens 
unlawfully in the interior 
of the country and also 
those otherwise engaged 
in criminal activity in the 
U.S., including those who 
commit drug and firearms 
crimes, who have seri-
ous criminal records, who 
have active warrants for 
their arrest, or who have 
outstanding final orders 
of removal from the U.S., 
issued by an immigration 
judge. 

Federal authorities 
have also been prioritiz-
ing investigations and 
prosecutions against 
drug, firearm, and human 
smugglers and those who 
endanger and threaten the 
safety of our communi-
ties and the law enforce-
ment officers who protect 
us all.

Indictments and 
criminal complaints are 
allegations and all defen-
dants are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law.

Do you have imPRESSive reporting skills
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@ The Belton Journal
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Families enjoy dancing, activities at Father-Daughter Dance 2025
By Daniel Moctezuma
The Belton Journal

Fathers and daughters gathered at the Harris Com-
munity Center on Feb. 21 and 22 for the annual Fa-
ther-Daughter Dance 2025, hosted by Belton Parks & 
Recreation. The event featured dancing, refreshments, 
photo opportunities, and a performance by Guzman 
Ballet Folklorico students.

Charisse Bennett, one of the event organizers, said 
the fiesta theme was chosen a year in advance.

“It’s always fun to have a party, you know, and a 
fiesta,” Bennett said. “A lot of people have their fiesta-
themed parties around Cinco de Mayo or during His-
panic Heritage Month, so we wanted to do it a little 
earlier this year and have a great time.”

The event sold out both nights, with 125 attendees 
each evening.

“There’s lots of activities to do, but of course, the 
main activity is to dance,” Bennett said. “Tonight, they 
are creating their own DIY maracas, and there are also 
plenty of photo ops. We’re serving a full taco bar, so 
there’s a lot of people enjoying that as well.”

Bennett said the Guzman Ballet Folklorico stu-
dents performed a traditional Mexican dance, adding 
cultural significance to the night.

“We wanted to highlight the culture in a fun and 
engaging way,” Bennett said. “Their performance 
brings energy to the event and gives the kids something 
exciting to watch.”

The Father-Daughter Dance has been held in Bel-
ton for nearly a decade, and Bennett said it remains a 
popular event.

“Starting in December, we start getting emails and 
calls about when tickets will go on sale,” Bennett said. 
“It’s a good night that everybody looks forward to and 
has made a tradition.”

For some attendees, this was their first time at the 
dance. Mark Stewart, who attended with his daughter 
Emilia, said he was glad to take part.

“It’s surreal,” Stewart said. “I grew up an only 
child, so having a kid of my own, it’s a crazy feeling.”

His daughter, Emilia, said she liked the creative 
activities.

“My favorite part was drawing on the table and 

making maracas,” she said.
Jesse Rodriguez and his daughter Amelia Rodri-

guez attended the dance for the second year in a row.
“We’re trying to go to all the daddy-daughter danc-

es in the area,” Rodriguez said. “I have two daughters, 
so I went to the Temple one with one of them, and I 
went to the Belton one with this one. She’s having a re-

ally good time. She likes the atmosphere and the extra 
activities.”

Rodriguez said he enjoyed the night.
“It’s special,” he said. “I’m looking at her thinking, 

you know, she was once so tiny. Now she’s dancing 
right in front of me, just having such a good time.”

The dance is expected to return next year.

BELTON JOURNAL/DANIEL MOCTEZUMA
Fathers and daughters fill the dance floor at the Father-Daughter Dance on Friday night at the Harris Com-
munity Center in Belton.

Lisa Wingate speaks at 20th Annual Book & Author Luncheon in Belton
By Daniel Moctezuma
The Belton Journal

The Friends of the Belton Public Li-
brary hosted their 20th Annual Book & 
Author Luncheon this past Saturday, at 
Christ the King Catholic Church Family 
Life Center in Belton. 

The event featured New York Times 
bestselling author Lisa Wingate as the 
keynote speaker and served as the orga-

nization’s largest annual fundraiser for 
the Lena Armstrong Public Library.

“This is our primary fundraiser for 
the year,” said Juanita Smith, president 
of the Friends of the Library. “The funds 
raised here help the library with projects 
that might not fit into their regular bud-
get, and we also use part of it to provide 
free books to children at different library 
events.”

The luncheon drew 289 attendees, 

just shy of the 300-person goal set by 
organizers.

“We’re very happy with the turnout,” 
Smith said. “Lisa Wingate has drawn a 
very good crowd. A lot of people here 
have read her books, and she was a great 
choice for our anniversary event.”

Wingate, known for her historical 
novel Before We Were Yours, spoke to 
attendees about the power of books to 
build community.

“The books we read really are ex-
periences,” Wingate said. “They give 
us a shared reality, shared thoughts, and 
shared conversations. In an age where 
people are more disconnected than ever, 
libraries, book clubs, and events like this 
are some of the last places where we still 
come together.”

In addition to Wingate’s speech, at-
tendees participated in a silent auction, 
which featured donated items such as 
garden statues, themed gift baskets, and 
entertainment packages. The Belton 
High School National Honor Society as-

sisted with serving food at the event as 
part of their community service.

Smith noted that the Friends of the 
Library hope to raise between $2,000 
and $5,000 from the luncheon, though 
the final amount is still being calculated.

“We won’t know the total until it’s 
all over, but we’re hoping to raise quite 
a few funds,” she said.

During the event, the Friends of the 
Library presented their ‘Friend of the 
Friends’ Award to Amy Stevens, H-E-B 
Community Coordinator, in recognition 
of her efforts to support the organiza-
tion. Stevens helped secure an $8,000 
grant from H-E-B to help fund the lun-
cheon.

The luncheon concluded with an op-
portunity for attendees to meet Wingate 
and have their books signed.

For those interested in supporting 
the Friends of the Belton Public Li-
brary, memberships are available, and 
volunteers are always needed for future 
events.

BELTON JOURNAL/DANIEL MOCTEZUMA
Attendees browse and place bids at the silent auction during the 20th Annual 
Book & Author Luncheon in Belton on Saturday.
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Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels

Family Owned and Operated Since 2006

Residential/Commercial Cleaning Service
FREE Estimates • Bonded • Insured • Work Comp

254-231-0583 

Kay English - Owner kay@englishmaids.biz

Lauren English-Thurman - Director of Operations
lauren@englishmaids.biz

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

254-444-1505

FREE
ESTIMATES

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com
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www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
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48

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL
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BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Ash
Tree

Service Free Estimates

Split Firewood For Sale

Third Generation254.939.7007
254.654.6317

•
•
•
•

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Tree Planting

The Original

3321 Parkway Dr. Temple, TX 76504
(254)773-5993

Spoonts
Home Appliance Service

Since 1970
We provide in Home Service on 
All Major Brands of Appliances.

791-1973

900 E. Central • Belton • 939-3502
Residential & Commercial • Free Estimate

CARPET & VINYL • CERAMIC & WOOD • LAMINATE FLOORING

Jeff Boren, OWNER

For Floors Done Right...
The First Time

Custom Draperies • Fabrics • Blinds • Shutters • In Home Service

We design & fabricate in our own workroom.

Custom Draperies
by Lydia

939-10701305 N. Main • Belton Est. 1972

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • WOOD
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

GUARANTEED
Carpet Cleaning

24-Hour Emergency Service

3206 Airport Rd. • 770-0932
M-F: 8-6  •  Sat: 9-1

(254) 771-3600
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- INSURED -
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Roofing Repairs • Solar Screens
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Gwen Pomykal
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LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
Fencing & Construction

www.abesfenceanddeckstaining.com
254-291-4587

Abe’s Fence & Deck Staining

*
**
*

Repair

Washing
Installation

Staining

www.picasatheartofdesign.comwww.picasatheartofdesign.com

254-831-3017254-831-3017
• Interior Design  • Lighting    • Interior Design  • Lighting    

• Home Decor  • Residential Design• Home Decor  • Residential Design
• Declutter & Organization• Declutter & Organization

202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas

HIRE A DESIGNERHIRE A DESIGNER
FOR A DAY!!FOR A DAY!!
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ABEL 0. 
CAMPOS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
WEDDING OFFICIANT 

254-291-4587 
NOTARY#

ID 133517826 
abe.campos@yahoo.com 
Mobile Service Available 

MELISSA G. 
CAMPOS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
WEDDING OFFICIANT 

254-702-3212
NOTARY#

ID 6453125
melcampos08@yahoo.com 
Mobile Service Available 

�CD., ., '" 
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A&M 
Wedding Officiants 

& Notary 

502 E. Central Ave. 
Belton, TX 7 6513 

A&M 
Wedding Officiants 

& Notary 

502 E. Central Ave. 
Belton, TX 76513 

Abel 0. Campos 
Melissa G. Campos 

Wedding Officiants 

anmweddingofficiants@yahoo.com 

Serving Bell, Williamson, Coryell 
and McLennan Counties 

254-291-4587
254-702-3212
Mobile Service Available 

Abel O. Campos 
Melissa G. Campos 
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Serving Bell, Williamson, Coryell 
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   NEW CLASSES (Class A & B)
STARTING MONTHLY

Call now for dates & availability

254-831-1053 
 2400 S. 57th St.  Ste. A Temple 
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202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas202 E. First Ave. Belton, Texas

HIRE A DESIGNERHIRE A DESIGNER
FOR A DAY!!FOR A DAY!!

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied and Insured

50 Years Local Experience

Free Estimates

• Seamless Gutters • Seamless Gutters 

• Window Replacement• Window Replacement
• Custom Cabinets• Custom Cabinets

• Counter Tops• Counter Tops
• Window Screens• Window Screens

  RoofingRoofing    

(254) 346-1405(254) 346-1405

locally ownedlocally owned

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING 
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

Good Neighbors 
Fencing & Construction

BELTONBELTON  
SSEERVICE DIRECTORYRVICE DIRECTORY

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Pomykal 
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen

William Pomykal
Gwen Pomykal

Service & Repairs
Preventative Maintenance

(254) 938-6290

www.ggoopomykal.com TACLA22074C

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

• Garage Conversions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Window Replacement
• Counter tops
• Patio Covers

Custom Quality Remodeling
• Custom Cabinets • Restorations • Additions

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied

49 Years Local Experience

• Roofing
• Storage Buildings

Free Estimates

15764 Willow Grove-Moody, Texas 76557
254-853-3152 or 254-773-1905

larsonmustangelectric.com

Don’t Get left in the dark
we install generators

Residential & Commercial repairs, new construction & remodels
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   NEW CLASSES (Class A & B)
STARTING MONTHLY

Call now for dates & availability

254-831-1053 
 2400 S. 57th St.  Ste. A Temple 

Junior’s Junior’s 
         Hauling         Hauling

(254) 674-1594 Avaliable 24/7
Vehicle Hauling, Material Deliveries,

Equipment Transportation, Property Clean Up 

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504
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 BELL COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

254-933-6780

ADOPT ME 

TODAY 

RESCUEMAGAZINE.ORG
GET YOUR FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION AND 

SEE HUNDREDS MORE ANIMALS THAT NEED SAVING.

BLUE

DOUGLAS
OTIS

ST. MARY

MADDY
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CHASE AWAY THE CHILL...
INDULGE IN A BAKED POTATO 

WITH ALL THE FIXINGS

$10 
Eat In or 

Carry Out
SATURDAY MARCH 8, 2025

11:00 AM - 2 PM  
Belton Masonic Lodge
102 East 2nd Street

Fundraiser of Belton Chapter #589 
Order of the Eastern Star
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JOHN CORSI
STATE FARM INSURANCE

Voted Best Insurance Agency in Bell County
101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The season is over, but the 
Tigers made another impact. 

On the heels of producing 
the most victories (30) in school 
history and advancing to the third 
round of the playoffs, Belton 
mimicked the feat and defied the 
odds.

Despite losing one of the best 
players in program history in Trap 
Johnson and longtime head coach 
Jason Fossett during the offsea-
son, the Tigers delivered a second 

consecutive standout showing.
Belton won 28 games be-

fore its campaign came to a close 
Friday, when West Mesquite 
emerged from the Class 5A, Divi-
sion I area-round encounter with 
a one-point win, 48-47.

Although the outcome was 
disappointing, Tigers head coach 
Phil McCaslin had plenty to be 
pleased with.

“These guys all just play to-
gether,” he said, “and they can all 
do something with the ball. They 
just find ways to execute by lean-
ing into each other, spacing the 

floor well and attacking.
“These guys are just selfless, 

tough kids, and I’m really proud 
of them.”

Belton opened its playoff 
run with a narrow 57-56 victory 
against Midlothian, but the trend 
reversed in the second round. 

The Tigers rallied from a 
double-digit halftime deficit, 
27-17, to begin the final period 
with a 36-33 advantage, but it 
would not last as the Wranglers 
recorded seven unanswered 
points to reclaim control.

Trailing by a point with 

11 seconds remaining in regu-
lation, Belton’s shot attempt 
went awry, but after the op-
position missed a pair of free-
throw attempts, the Tigers had 
one last opportunity, but once 
again, they could not connect. 

Noah Childers posted 16 
points to emerge as the game’s 
leading scorer, while teammate 
Jay’Dn Loggins had 11 points 
for Belton in the loss.

Now, the Tigers must turn 
their attention toward next sea-
son and returning to the play-
offs once again. 

They will have to do so 
without several key contribu-
tors, though. 

Childers and Loggins, who 
are guards, are juniors along 
with forward Daniel Briscoe, 
and Belton has a pair of sopho-
mores in Luke Munden and Ty 
Johnson, but graduation will be 
taking multiple seniors from 
the roster. 

The defeat concluded the 
careers of guards Easton Bar-
rett, Jason Green and David 
Shelburne and post Johnnie 
Carter.

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Lady Broncos and Lady Ti-
gers each put together impressive sea-
sons, and it is easy to see why. 

Lake Belton returned to the play-
offs after placing third in the final 
league standings with a 6-4 record, 
and senior Natalie Maldonado was 
determined by opposing coaches to 
be a significant reason why. 

The guard was named 22-5A All-
District Co-Defensive Player of the 
Year, splitting the award with Killeen 
Ellison senior Indigo Newburn. 

She was not the only Belton ISD 
player recognized on the list, though. 

Belton freshman guard Isabella 
Warner was named newcomer of the 
year after helping the Lady Tigers fin-
ish within a game of returning to the 
postseason. 

The Lady Eagles went undefeat-
ed en route to claiming the district 
championship, while Killeen Chapar-
ral followed at 7-3 with Lake Belton 
and Waco (4-6) rounding out the play-
off participants. 

The Lady Lions defeated Belton 
54-42 on the final day of the regular 
season to claim the last berth. 

The Lady Tigers were 3-7 in 
district, while Waco University was 

0-10.
Along with the superlatives, sev-

eral area players were placed on the 
first and second teams. 

Lady Broncos freshman Alexa 
King was a first-team selection, while 
teammates Ariella Polley, a junior, 
and freshman Layla King landed on 
the second team along with Belton se-
nior Avelle Bonfoh. 

Additionally, Lake Belton junior 
Amara Sanchez, sophomore Gemma 
Pierce and freshman Alaysha Wil-
liams along with Belton junior Emma 
Flory and freshman Emma Harvey 
were honorable mentions. 

Ellison sophomore guard Faith 
Etienne was named most valuable 
player after guiding her team to an 
undefeated title, and Lady Eagles 
longtime head Sherry McKinnon was 
named coach of the year in her final 
season overseeing the program.

McKinnon announced her retire-
ment after 18 years at Ellison.

Rounding out the list of superla-
tives, Lady Bobcats senior forward 
Chazlyn Dettor was named offensive 
player of the year.

Chaparral senior Ivy Powell, El-
lison senior Zoe Parker and junior 
Jade Oladipo and Waco sophomore 
Shamiah Taylor were also first-team 
selections.

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Broncos hosted the 
Waco Midway Panthers in a doubleheader 
on Saturday at Bronco Park.

Rohde Smith’s RBI doubleheader in 
game one, and Andrew Ramos’ sacrifice fly 
in game two helped the Broncos sweep the 
Panthers.

Scores of the twin-bill were 2-1 and 
3-2.

In the bottom of the second in game 
one, Kaden Ward reached on an error and 
moved to third on a pickoff error. Bryce 
Davis reached on an RBI infield single to 
put the Broncos on the scoreboard. With 
one out, Smith socked a shot to the gap for 
double to score Davis to give Lake a two-
run lead.

Midway scored an unearned run in 
the sixth inning and loaded the bases with 
two-outs in the top of the seventh. How-
ever, Landon Willey got Hayden Merritt to 
ground out to second to close out the game.

Brandon Holley got the start for the 
Broncos and retired six in a row for the 
win. Kellen Scarborough allowed three 
hits and a walk in two innings. Eli Vaughan 
pitched two innings, allowed an unearned 
run on two hits, and walked one. Landon 
Willey picked up the save, having pitched 
one inning, allowed a hit, two walks, and a 
strikeout.

Ward had three hits and Smith had two 
to combine for five of Lake’s nine hits

Two errors in the top of the second in-
ning of game two gave Midway a 2-0 lead.

RJ Hunt’s double with one on and no 
one out in the bottom of the third inning 
scored to put Lake on the boards.

Cameron Bartz’s single up the mid-
dle with one out in the bottom of the fifth 
scored courtesy runner Brent Thomson to 
tie the game at 2-2

Midway had a chance to add to their 
lead against relief Braxtan Cope in the 
sixth inning. With bases loaded and two 
outs in the top of the sixth, Cope struck out 
Tyler Seith swing to leave the bags packed.

Davis’ leadoff walk in the bottom of 
the sixth inning set the table for Cooper 
Mees’ push-bunt single between the pitcher 
and third base, and Smith walked to load 
the bases. With one out, Ramos hit a me-
dium-depth fly ball that was hauled in by 
Garrett Wiethorn. Davis broke for the plate 
and beat the throw home with a head-first 
slide to put Lake up 3-2.

The Panthers had runners at first sec-
ond but could not score the equalizer. 

Davis had two of the Broncos’ seven 
hits.

Maverik Maddux got the start and al-
lowed two runs (one earned) on two hits 
and walked two. Tate Lisenbe pitched two 
innings of hitless relief and struck out two. 
Cope pitched two innings for the win in 
relief, allowed one hit, three walks, and 
struck out three. Hunt picked up the save, 
allowed a hit and a walk in an inning of re-
lief.

“When you win two from a quality 
team like Midway, those are quality wins,” 
Lake Belton head coach Chris Peacock 
said. “We have a ton to work on, but this is 
a good start for us.”

The Broncos will next be in action in 
the Round Rock Legends Tournament on 
Thursday, as they will take on Vista Ridge 
(11 am) and Austin Westlake (4 pm) at 
Stony Point High School. 

Broncos baseball sweeps Midway

Tigers  end run with 30 wins on the season

Lake Belton’s Maldonado 
named co-defensive Player 
of year for district 22-5A

Broncos blank Tigers, 3-0 in crosstown matchup
By Tony Adams,
The Belton Journal 

The Crosstown Rivalry 
continued on Tuesday night at 
Bronco Field, as the Lake Belton 
Broncos boys’ soccer team cele-
brated senior night as they hosted 
the Belton Tigers.

Tyrrence Taylor’s goal off a 
corner kick with 1:14 to play in 
the first half stood as the game-
winning goal, and Roman Man-
riquez and Kevin Muchunu added 
second-half goals, and Caden Or-
tiz and Canyon Burke combined 
for a clean sheet to give the Bron-
cos a 3-0 victory.

“I am happy for the guys. 
They have been working hard all 
season,” Lake Belton head coach 
Andrew Kirshner said. “We have 
played some tough teams this sea-
son and we have had our ups and 
downs. I feel like we are playing 
well right now and playing for 
each other.”

While the teams split play 
on both sides of the field over 
the first five minutes, the Tigers 
held early momentum. Lennin 
Malvaiz had four free kicks for 
Belton in the first half, with three 
sailing wide left of the goal and 
one wide right. Josh Roberts slid 
a free kick over the crossbar, and 

another wide left.
Lake Belton’s Austin Robel-

lo had a pair of close calls by the 
goal that were steered aside by 
the Tigers’ defense.

“We created a number of 
chances for ourselves in the first 
half,” Belton head coach Carlo 
Mosnia said. “Our keeper made 
the stops, but we missed on our 
chances and couldn’t the shots 
away.”

The Broncos swung momen-
tum in their direction over the fi-
nal three minutes of the first half. 
Josue Reyes Trejo had a pair of 
corner kicks, with one headed 
away by Cole Francis and the sec-
ond snagged in traffic by Ortiz.

Off a corner kick in the Bel-
ton zone, Taylor deposited the 
ball in the left corner of the goal 
past Daniel Arroyo to give the 
Broncos a 1-0 lead with 1:17 to 

play in the opening half.
“They scored the goal right 

before the half off a set piece,” 
Mosnia said. “We talk at halftime 
about overcoming adversity and 
try to get the next one.”

The match experienced some 
feisty moments in the second 
half, as the foul count picked up 
with four being awarded yellow 
cards.

Manriquez and Kevin Muc-

hunu combined to score the sec-
ond goal with 32:41 to play in 
the game. Off a free kick from 25 
yards out, Muchunu sprinted past 
the ball and Manriquez blasted 
the shot through the Belton de-
fense and past a diving Arroyo to 
double the Broncos’ lead.

A foul in the goal box by 
Lake Belton resulted in a pen-
alty kick. Malvaiz had plenty of 
pace on the shot destined for the 
right corner. Ortiz has the timing 
down, dove and snagged the shot 
to keep the Tigers off the board.

“It is always reassuring that 
Cayden is in the net,” Kirshner 
said. “We had played the tough 
teams and made saves on quality 
shots. This is his third year with 
the program, and his second year 
on varsity. He has really grown 
since last year and it shows in his 
play.”

Muchunu added an insurance 
goal off a 15-yard free kick with 
24:13 to go.

“The mindset, the crowd, and 
the energy was amazing,” Kirsh-
ner said. “With it being senior 
night, it was huge. They wanted 
to play well in front of their fami-
lies and friends. It motivated them 
to play well.”

See SOCCER, 
Page B3
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Sports Briefs

BISD turns in historic 
performance at state meet

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Belton and Lake Belton re-
turn to action in track & field 
Saturday, when Tiger Field will 
play host to the annual Big Red 
Relays.

Events are scheduled to be-
gin at 8 a.m.

Both schools were scheduled 
to compete at Copperas Cove last 
weekend, but the frigid tempera-
tures caused the meet to be can-
celed.

POWERLIFTING
Lake Belton hosted a last 

chance qualifier meet in advance 
of the upcoming regional meet, 
and the Broncos emerged with the 
team title. 

With 36 points, Lake Belton 

beat out Copperas Cove (2nd, 
26), Belton (3rd, 21) and Little 
River Academy (4th, 18).

Leonel Castillo won the 
132-pound weight class by com-
bining a 360-pound squat, 200 
bench press and 355 deadlift for 
a 915 total, while teammates 
Will Daugherty (181, 450-320-
485–1,255), Freddie Westbrook 
(242, 525-340-540-1,405) and Ja-
cob Johnson (308, 515-290-535–
1,340) also earned gold medals.

Hunter Loraus (2nd, 308, 
535-325-475–1,335) and Travel-
lis Harrison (3rd, 181, 420-280-
505–1,205) were responsible for 
the remainder of the Broncos’ 
points. 

The Tigers’ score was gen-
erated by Corbin Wittman (2nd, 
123, 365-195-285–845), Owen 
Rivera (2nd, 132, 320-200-310–

830), Thomas Morter (2nd, 181, 
470-320-435–1,225), Anthony 
Anderson (3rd, 132, 315-185-
300–800) and Gino Zecca (3rd, 
165, 420-245-435–1,100).

The Region II, Division II 
meet is March 8 at Joshua, where 
the top two finishers in each 
weight class along with anybody 
who meets a predetermined total 
advances to state. 

The girls regional meet is 
Saturday at Del Valle.

SOFTBALL
The Lady Tigers begin com-

petition at the three-day Jarrell 
tournament today with a pair of 
games at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

The event comes after Belton 
suffered a 2-1 loss to Salado.

Tara Stone threw six strike-
outs in the defeat, and she pro-

duced two hits, matching the 
output from teammate Andalyn 
Logan. Lauren Vazquez also had 
a hit. 

On Tuesday, the Lady Tigers 
host Gatesville at 7 p.m.

Beginning today, the Lady 
Broncos spend the next three days 
at the Georgetown tournament 
before playing twice at Liberty 
Hill on Saturday. Lake Belton 
plays Abilene Wylie at 11 a.m. 
and Troy at 1 p.m.

Then, the Lady Broncos host 
Troy on Tuesday at 7 p.m.

BELTON GOLF
Jacklyn Munoz won the 

Temple Valentine Girls Invita-
tional at Simmons Golf Club, 
shooting an 84 to beat out 88 oth-
ers at the competition. 

This was her first win as a 

member of the Lady Tigers. 
As a team, Belton was third 

out of 14 squads in attendance 
with Anya Jinadatha, Hanna 
Wheeler, Abby Beck and Isiah Ji-
nadatha also playing. 

BASKETBALL
Temple’s Holy Trinity Catho-

lic High School will host a March 
Madness Open House on Sunday 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

The event is intended for the 
entire family with attendees re-
ceiving a complimentary lunch 
along with tours of the facilities, 
and there will be contests, games 
and tournaments as well.

The school is located at 6608 
W. Adams Ave.

For more information, con-
tact Renee Morales at morales@
holytrinitychs.org. 

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Belton ISD swim 
teams made a strong state-
ment at the UIL-5A State 
Championship, with the 
Lake Belton Broncos and 
the Belton Tigers deliver-
ing historic performances. 

With many state qual-
ifiers from both programs 
and multiple school re-
cords broken, the week-
end marked a significant 
milestone for Belton ISD 
swimming.

The Lake Belton 
Broncos continued rais-
ing the bar for their pro-
gram, sending their larg-
est swimmers to the state 
meet. 

Five Broncos earned 
their spot in the compe-
tition: Elizabeth Sime-
roth (Jr.), Gwen Clark 
(Fr.), Christine Kim (Jr.), 
Brooke Phillips (Sr.), and 
David Stewart (Jr.). 

Christine Kim deliv-
ered a standout perfor-
mance, becoming the first 
Bronco swimmer to place 
in the top eight in the 

state. She finished fourth 
in the 50-yard freestyle 
and sixth in the 100-yard 
freestyle, demonstrating 
her speed at the highest 
level. During prelims, 
Kim shattered her school 
record in the 50 freestyle 
with a time of 23.57 sec-
onds, further cementing 
her status as one of the top 
sprinters in school history.

The girls’ 400-yard 
freestyle relay team, com-
posed of Simeroth, Clark, 
Kim, and Phillips, fin-
ished 19th overall, rep-
resenting Lake Belton on 
the state stage in the relay 
competition for the first 
time. 

On the boys’ side, 
David Stewart put up an 
intense fight in his events, 
placing 23rd in the 200-
yard freestyle and 20th in 
the 100-yard freestyle. 

The girls’ team 
wrapped up the meet with 
a 22nd-place finish among 
the 50 point-scoring 
teams.

The Belton Tigers 
also left their mark on 
the state meet, sending 

a record five swimmers 
to compete: Olivia Brill-
hart, Mackenzie Ging-
erich, Liliana Nelson, 
Addison Richardson, and 
Ema Whitzel. The Tigers 
reached new heights by 
qualifying two girls’ relay 
teams for state competi-
tion, another first in pro-
gram history.

Liliana Nelson made 
headlines by breaking the 
school record in the 200-
yard freestyle, posting a 
time of 1:55.44 during 
prelims. She followed up 
that performance by fin-
ishing 15th in the event 
during finals, proving her 
ability to compete among 
the best in Texas. She also 
placed 13th in the 500-
yard freestyle, adding to 
the Tigers’ point total.

In the boys’ 500-yard 
freestyle, Addison Rich-
ardson became the first 
swimmer in Belton boys’ 
history to secure a top-10 
finish at the 5A state meet. 
He placed ninth overall 
with a time of 4:48.05.

See SWIM, 
Page B3
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Carefully 
consider 

Social Security 
decisions

Your Social Security bene-
fits can be an important part 
of your retirement income 
— but when should you 
start collecting them?

You can start taking Social 
Security as early as 62, but 
your benefits will be about 
30% higher if you wait 
until your full retirement 
age, which will be 67 if you 
were born in 1960 or later. 
Your benefits will “max 
out” once you reach 70.

So, in deciding whether to 
start early or wait until later, 
consider these factors:

First, if you simply need the 
money, you might not be 
able to wait. But if you have 
sufficient income from oth-
er sources, you could delay 
taking your benefits.

You also might want to wait 
before collecting if you’re 
employed and you haven’t 
reached your full retirement 
age. Otherwise, you’d tem-
porarily lose benefits if your 
income exceeded certain 
amounts.

And think about your 
life expectancy: If you’re 
healthy and come from 
a long-living family, you 
might lean toward waiting 
before collecting benefits.

Finally, your claiming 
decisions, or those of your 
spouse, could affect spousal 
and survivor benefits.

By making the appropriate 
choices, you can help max-
imize your Social Security 
benefits — and possibly 
enjoy a more comfortable 
retirement.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®
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Belton
FAIR. Water stained; 50 

degrees; 2.35 feet below pool. 
Before the most recent blast of 
cold came in on February 19, wa-
ter temperatures had cooled back 
to the levels they were at before 
the record-setting, 8-day warm-
ing trend that ended on February 
8. After a few smaller male white 
bass began to appear headed 
toward spawning areas around 
Mother Neff State Park, the mi-
gration run generally halted and 
will likely remain low key until 
our next significant warmup. 
For those heading upriver, light 
leadhead jigs with white or off-
white curl-tail grubs selected to 
fish just inches above the bottom 
will produce well, as will grey 
and/or olive streamers fished on 
fly gear. Anglers remaining on 
the upper ends of the main lake 
on the Leon River or Cowhouse 
Creek arms, flatline trolling will 
be improving. Troll multiple 
baits that dive to different depths, 
then change over once fish show 
a preference. Fish in deeper, 
clearer water will remain inter-
ested in the 5/8 ounce and 3/4 
ounce white Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab worked with a very slow, 
steady upward motion where fish 
are seen concentrated on bottom 
via sonar. Report by Bob Main-
delle, Holding the Line Guide 
Service. Catfish are fair. With 
cold water temperatures anglers 
should search for blue catfish in 
deeper river channels and around 
steep ledges in 30-45 feet of wa-
ter. Larger cut baits have been ef-
fective for trophy size fish. Eater 
fish under 10 pounds are still ac-
tive and slow drifting with small 
cut shad along sand flats will 
produce. Channel catfish are fair 
but can still be caught on warmer 
days using punch bait in 15-25 
feet of water. Report by Brian 
Worley, B&S Catfishing.

Stillhouse
GOOD. Water 

stained; 50 degrees; 2.92 
feet below pool. Before 
the most recent blast of 
cold on February 19, 
water temperatures had 
cooled back to the levels 
they were at before the re-
cord-setting 8-day warm-
ing trend which ended 
on February 8. After a 
few smaller male white 
bass began to appear 
headed toward spawning 
areas on either side of 
the Gravel Crossing, the 
migration run generally 
halted and will likely re-
main low key until our 
next significant warmup. 
For those heading up-
river, light leadhead jigs 
with white or off-white 
curl-tail grubs selected to 
fish just inches above the 
bottom will produce well, 
as will grey and, or olive 
streamers fished on fly 
gear. For those remaining 
on the upper end of the 
main lake, flatline trolling 
will be improved. Troll 
multiple baits that dive 
to different depths, then 
change over once fish 
show a preference. Fish in 
deeper, clearer water will 
remain interested in the 
5/8 ounce and 3/4 ounce 
white Bladed Hazy Eye 
Slab worked with a very 
slow, steady upward mo-
tion where fish are seen 
concentrated on bottom 
via sonar. Report by Bob 
Maindelle, Holding the 
Line Guide Service.

FISHING REPORT

The Tigers’ relay 
teams also performed 
well, with the 200-yard 
freestyle relay (Nelson, Gin-
gerich, Whitzel, Brillhart) 
finishing 18th and the 400-
yard freestyle relay team 
placing 13th. 

As a team, the Belton 
girls finished 35th in the 
standings with 14 points, 
while the boys placed 39th 
with nine points.

The Lake Belton Bron-
cos and the Belton Tigers 
proved they belong among 
the state’s best, setting new 
program records and com-
peting at a high level. Belton 

ISD swimming is on an up-
ward trajectory with a grow-
ing number of state qualifi-

ers and young talent rising 
through the ranks. This sea-
son’s success lays the foun-

dation for even more sig-
nificant achievements in 
the years to come.

Swim  -  From Page B2

Belton had two more qual-
ity chances, but both shots ended up 
wide of the net.

The Tigers will have a couple of 
days to heal and learn before host-
ing Waco University on Friday and 
Killeen Chaparral on Tuesday.

“We need to work on mindset,” 

Mosnia said. “This game is done. We 
need to move forward. We have three 
games left in district, and we need to 
win them.”

Lake Belton will head to Killeen to 
take on Ellison on Friday and will take 
on first-place Waco High on Tuesday.

“Our big thing tonight was to 

play for each other,” Kirschner said. 
“Let’s play for the team. Let’s play 
for us. We didn’t make the game big-
ger than it was or focus on anyone 
else. Moving forward, we showed the 
confidence to play the game that we 
want to play, and ensure the trust is 
there for one another.”

Soccer  -  From Page B1
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PAULA  GOLDEN
REALTOR®

254-541-1100
LAURA GOLDEN-LUEDEKE

REALTOR®

254-760-8447

Top Producing Agent 
for over 20 years

SALADO - Discover elegance and comfort in this meticulously craft-
ed 3389 sqft custom-built home. With 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, the spa-
cious interior offers a seamless flow between its open-concept living 
spaces. Modern amenities and luxurious finishes grace every corner, 
while the serene backyard oasis provides a perfect retreat. This res-
idence harmoniously combines architectural sophistication with con-
temporary living, promising a lifestyle of refined beauty.
ACREAGE From the Starry Nights to the City Lights this one-of-
a-kind Texas Ranch is under 30 minutes to Waco & 1.5 hrs to Aus-
tin! Approx 29 acres with views over Leon River/Lake Belton! 3,000+ 
square ft custom home you must see to appreciate. Enjoy the fabulous 
chef’s kitchen and large family room both with panoramic views. Take 
family game night to a whole new level with wet bar and full bath with 
separate entrance for possible future pool. Huge covered back porch to 
see the magnificent Texas night sky and enjoy cool nights by the custom 
fireplace. Everything is bigger and better in Texas and it is clear to see 
why when you see this amazing ranch!
NEW CONSTRUCTION! Beautiful rock and brick home situated 
on 1/2 acre in the newly developed Deer Grove subdivision in Belton 
ISD. The open floor plan features 3 bedrooms and 2 bath, a pop-up 
ceiling in the family room as well as a corner fireplace as a focal point. 
Large open kitchen with beautiful cabinets and granite! A formal din-
ing and breakfast area plus office. A generous master suite with large 
walk in closet as well as nice sized secondary bedrooms. Large covered 
porch, perfect for relaxing or entertaining with your friends and fam-
ily. As if that is not enough - the home has been pre-wired for a home 
generator.
SALADO -- **Sellers are offering a 2-year home warranty to include 
pool and septic coverage!** Beautiful custom home with pool to cool 
off in the Texas summer heat and an oversized backyard to enjoy! This 
home is located in Salado ISD - features a split floorplan with 4 bed-
rooms (2 secondary are oversized), 3 bath, formal dining and eat-in 
breakfast area with luxury vinyl flooring throughout. The kitchen is 
open to the breakfast and living areas making it great for entertain-
ing. Oversized, insulated garage. All interior walls insulated for sound 
and exterior walls are fully insulated making this very energy efficient! 
Great location with easy access to I-35, Belton, Temple, and Austin.
BELTON ISD - Charming home with a nice front porch, 2 bedrooms, 
one bath and lots of storage. Living area could be used as a meeting 
room. Lot features a beautiful mature tree in the front yard, fully fenced 
yard, and several out buildings. Excellent location with many possibil-
ities! Adjacent properties are also listed for sale and could make this an 
amazing commercial property
THE ESCARPMENT is a legendary neighborhood, and the per-
fect setting for this gorgeous residence. Just minutes from Stillhouse 
Hollow Lake, this gated home sits on over an acre and includes a spar-
kling pool, garden area and a 30x40 building that is insulated. Enjoy 
the abundance of windows throughout the home and especially in the 
breakfast area while watching nature. A gourmet island kitchen is a 
chef’s dream with an loads of countertop space with attached breakfast 
area. The master suite is an exceptional space with room to make a sit-
ting area and you can enjoy the sunroom just off the suite. The property 
has beautiful shaded areas, native Texas plants and fruit trees to enjoy 
throughout the year. As a bonus enjoy the wildlife that passes by in the 
extended yard outside the fence. 
Exceptional property featuring a 3800+ sqft home sitting on 84 fully 
fenced AG exempt acres with stock tank and views for miles!

Texas law requires all real estate licensees to give the following information about 
brokerage services to prospective buyers, tenants, sellers and landlords.   

http://iabs.gocov.com/Laura.pdf

GIVE US A CALL!

SUNDAY, MARCH 2ND, 12-2PM 
1809 Sycamore Dr., Killeen, TX 76543, 3bd, 2ba, 2 car 

garage
02.27

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. Apply in per-

son 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 603 South First in Temple. 
Pay based on experience

TFN

MANAGER, SUPPLY CHAIN APPLICATIONS
positions offered by Wilsonart LLC (Temple, 

TX). Responsible for overseeing development, 
implementation, & maint. of supply chain apps. Position 
reports to Temple, TX office. Telecommuting permitted 
in accordance w/ company policy but must live w/in 
commuting distance of stated office. 

Apply online: www.wilsonartcareers.com

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF RUSSELL GLEN CUMMINGS, 
DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of Admin-
istration were issued on February 20, 2025, in a proceeding 
styled Estate of Russell Glen Cummings, Deceased, in Cause 
Number 24CPB00482, pending in the County Court At Law 
#1 of Bell County, Texas. 

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
Independent Administrator, addressed as follows: 

Thelma D. Cummings Independent Administrator of the 
Estate of Russell Glen Cummings, Deceased 

c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., 2501 East 
Elms Rd., Ste. A, Killeen, Texas 76542-3023 

All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

Signed on March 8, 2024. 
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Thelma D. 

Cummings 
By: Burk Roberts
02.27

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 

AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF MARLENE P. KREMER, DE-

CEASED
NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of Testa-

mentary were issued on February 11, 2025 in a proceeding 
styled Estate of Marlene P. Kremer, Deceased, in Cause 
Number 25CPB00029, pending in the County Court at Law 
#1 of Bell County, Texas. 

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
Independent Executor, addressed 

as follows: Kurt O. Mehl Independent Executor of the 
Estate of Marlene P. Kremer, Deceased 

c/o Burk Roberts ,,Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P. 2501 East 
Elms Rd., Ste. A, Killeen, Texas 76542-3023 

All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

Signed on February 12, 2025. 
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Kurt O. Mehl 
By: Burk Roberts 
02.27

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF SHERRY LEE CAGLE, DE-
CEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of Testa-
mentary were issued on February 10, 2025 in a proceeding 
styled Estate of Sherry Lee Cagle, Deceased, in Cause Num-
ber 24CPB00812, pending in the County Court At Law #1 of 
Bell County, Texas. 

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
Independent Executrix, addressed as follows: 

Rita Jo Springfield Independent Executrix of the Estate 
of Sherry Lee Cagle, Deceased 

c/o Burk Roberts, 
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., 2501 East Elms Rd., Ste. A, 

Killeen, Texas 76542-3023 
All persons having claims against this estate, which is 

currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

Signed on February 12, 2025. 
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Rita Jo Spring-

field 
By: Burk Roberts
02.27

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF ERIC DONZELL PRELOW, 
DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of Admin-
istration were issued on February 13, 2025, in a proceeding 
styled Estate of Eric Donzell Prelow, Deceased, in Cause 
Number 24CPB00653, pending in the County Court At Law 
#1 of Bell County, Texas. 

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
Independent Administrator, addressed as follows: 

Tevin Donzell Prelow Independent Administrator of the 
Estate of Eric Donzell Prelow, Deceased 

c/o Burk Roberts, Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P.,, 2501 East 
Elms Rd., Ste. A Killeen, Texas 76542-3023 

All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

Signed on February 12, 2025. 
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Tevin Donzell 

Prelow 
By: Burk Roberts 
02.27

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of MARGIT A. SPRIGGS, Deceased, were 
issued on February 20, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00059, 
pending in the County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, 
Texas, to: REBECCA BRYANT.

 All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. ESTATE OF MARGIT A. SPRIGGS, c/o: REBEC-
CA BRYANT, 3401 Cayman Way, Apt. 212, Abingdon, MD 
21009 DATED the 21st day of February, 2025.

 KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State Bar No.: 24102608, 
Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, E-
mail: karen@templelawoffice.com 02.27

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of GERALDINE POOLE, Deceased, were 
issued on February 20, 2025, in Cause No. 24CPB00798, 
pending in the County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, 
Texas, to: REBA KING. 

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. 

ESTATE OF GERALDINE, c/o:  POOLE REBA 
KING, 4708 Fannin Falls Place, Austin, Texas 78735 

DATED the 20th day of FEB. 2025. 
J. ERIC STOEBNER , State Bar No.: 24046919, Tele-

phone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, 
E-mail: eric@templelawoffice.com 
02.27

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Adminis-

tration for the Estate of NANCY CHARLENE RUNNELS, 
Deceased, were issued on February 13, 2025, in Cause No. 
24CPB00534, pending in the County Court at Law No. 1 of 
Bell County, Texas, to: DANNY W. RUNNELS. 

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. 

c/o: ESTATE OF NANCY CHARLENE RUN-
NELS, DANNY W. RUNNELS, 9014 Willow Springs 
Lane, Conroe, Texas 77302 

 DATED the 19th day of FEB. 2025. 
J. ERIC STOEBNER, State Bar No.: 24046919, Tele-

phone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, 
E-mail: eric@templelawoffice.com
02.27

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamen-

tary for the Estate of SHARON DIANNE NECESSARY, 
Deceased, were issued on December 20, 2024, in Cause No. 
35.009. pending in the County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell 
County, Texas, to: KRISTIN N. BROOKHART.

 All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. c/o: ESTATE OF SHARON DIANNE NECESSARY, 
KRISTIN N. BROOKHART, 14803 Providence Manor Way, 
Cypress, Texas 77429

 DATED the 19th day of FEB.2025. 
J. ERIC STOEBNER , State Bar No.: 24049619 ,2106 

Bird Creek Drive, Temple, TX 76502, Telephone: (254) 771-
1855, Facsimile: (254) 771-2082 

,E-mail: eric@templelawoffice.com 02.27

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Irene Ina Kistler, Deceased, were issued on 
February 14, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00053, pending in the 
County Court of Bell County, Texas, to: Fred H. Kistler.

 All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. Fred H. Kistler,

 c/o: Michelle Lehmkuhl, 200 Josie Lane, Rockdale, 
Texas 76567

 DATED February 19, 2025.
 Michelle Lehmkuhl, State Bar No.: 24036964, 200 Josie 

Lane, Rockdale, Texas 76567, Telephone: (512) 446-9529, 
Facsimile: (512) 446-9528, E-mail: michelle@milamcoun-
tylaw.com Attorney for Fred H. Kistler

02.27

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of James Allen Kistler, Deceased, were issued 
on February 14, 2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00052, pending in 
the County Court of Bell County, Texas, to: Fred Kistler also 
known as Frederick Herman Kistler

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. Fred Kistler, c/o: Michelle Lehmkuhl, 200 Josie Lane, 
Rockdale, Texas 76567

 DATED February 19, 2025. 
Michelle Lehmkuhl, State Bar No.: 24036964, 200 Josie 

Lane, Rockdale, Texas 76567, Telephone: (512) 446-9529, 
Facsimile: (512) 446-9528, E-mail: michelle@milamcoun-
tylaw.com Attorney for Fred Kistler 02.27

EMPLOYMENT

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

LEGALSOPEN HOUSE

http://www.wilsonartcareers.com/
mailto:karen@templelawoffice.com
mailto:eric@templelawoffice.com
mailto:eric@templelawoffice.com
mailto:eric@templelawoffice.com
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Daily randomness for a week
Last week I was just wondering 

about how people react or deal with 
cold. I think I am fairly normal, yet I 
tend to do OK in warm or hot weath-
er, but I have been in bitter cold and 
been fine, with the proper gear. I see 
people all the time dressed the op-
posite of what I might expect. How 
come younger people wear shorts 
with a hoodie in the winter? I go to 
the grocery store on a really cold day, 
I have on my coat, and I will see a 
normal looking guy in gym shorts, 
flip flops, a tank top t-shirt and fan-
ning himself with the weekly coupon 
flyer.

Why does my truck have fifty 
settings on the intermittent wipers? 
I use, maybe, three; low for heavy 
mist; sorta kinda raining but the wip-
ers screech on full; raining but the 
blades still screech on full; then on 
full. Only a few times in my life have 
I had to use high. The couple of times 
I have used high on the wipers was 
when the sky was black, and that is 
a scary time no matter where you are 
and where you are going, it is a good 
time to get off the highway.

Whatever happened to nice 
clothes? I mean it seems like no one 
really dresses up anymore. If you 
watched Leave it to Beaver you know 
that everyone dressed up for supper 
and special events. Now even funerals 
and weddings don’t warrant someone 
dressing up in fancy duds. Of course 
even celebrities dress like they shop 
in the clothes drop off boxes. What 
happened to people wanting to look 
nice and dress in nice clothes? I fully 
understand dressing up here in Texas, 
I often find that dark, pressed jeans 
are suitable for any occasion as long 
as you pair them with a nice button 
down shirt. I have a few accessories 
that make jeans look quite fancy.

Have you ever noticed how when 
you get to a hotel they have all the 
bathroom liquids that you will need, 
but they are all in the same gold bot-
tle with silver lettering that is hard to 
read in normal light? Out of the four 
lights in the bathroom, two work, one 
is out completely and the other flick-
ers on and off. You can’t read normal 
text much less these little bottles once 
you get in the shower. I swear one 

night I washed my hair with mouth-
wash. It didn’t lather worth a darn, 
but my hair sure smelled good for a 
couple of days.

I think there is a segment of the 
newest generation that probably 
thinks that cooked eggs are these 
round “things” that fit nicely on a 
bun. They may have never seen a 
fried egg in a diner setting. You have 
not lived until you have traveled and 
had breakfast in a diner in a strange 
town, the eggs and bacon, on a plate 
with four triangles of white bread 
toast, and little tubs of grape jelly. 
Perhaps you even remember the little 
square of cardboard, a square of ac-
tual butter then topped with a square 
of waxed paper, not all sealed up.

Thinking about eating out as a 
kid, what about those fancy places 
that served a salad with the meal 
whether you ordered one or not. They 
brought a bowl of salad, which was 
mostly lettuce, and a bottle of the 
type dressing you wanted. You re-
ally hit the jackpot if they brought 
the basket of crackers and there were 
Captains Wafers in there. Those were 

like the hidden treasure of eating out. 
Getting as many of those packages as 
you could and getting all of the left-
over dressing for the crackers was the 
highlight of any meal.

When I was young we didn’t 
eat out much, so making the most 
of those occasions is what made it 
special. There were a few fast food 
places, but that was even more rare. 
My love for Big Macs dates back to 
the times I was lucky enough to get 
one in a real restaurant, not McDon-
ald’s, and I finished off those meals 
with a hot fudge sundae in a frozen 
metal dish.

I have a good idea for the next 
season of NASCAR. Line up all the 
cars, in no particular order, in a mall 
parking lot. Let the drivers drink all 
their Gatorade before the race, then 
find their car and drive a couple hun-
dred miles with no breaks. They have 
to eat a couple of tacos while driving 
and drink super hot coffee. All this 
with normal stop lights and the mod-
erately helpful traffic signs. It should 
be more interesting than going in cir-
cles for three hours.

Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green

EditorialEditorial
I Refuse to Get Old 

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

It’s currently snowing 
at my house. And I can’t 
even enjoy it because the 
wind chill is –10 degrees. 
I think the Arctic wind got 
lost somewhere along the 
way and ended up in Tex-
as. Somebody please buy 
him a new GPS and send 
him back to Alaska where 
he belongs.  

If it weren’t for that 
bitter, unwelcome gale, 
I’d be out in my yard 
building a lopsided snow-
man. Or making snow an-
gels, after which I’d have 
a really hard time getting 
up off the ground because 
most people my age are 
too sensible to make snow 
angels. (Being sensible 
has never been high on 
my agenda.) Instead, I’m 

sitting here in my warmest 
sweatpants, fleece hoodie, 
and fuzzy house slippers 
typing this for you and 
being grateful for central 
heat. It really is a wonder-
ful invention.  

When I was a 
young(er) girl, we didn’t 
have central heat and air. 
In Houston, that meant 
the window A/C units got 
quite a workout 8 months 
of the year, and our little 
space heaters came in 
handy during the few 
weeks of cold. Outside of 
that, we turned on the gas 
oven and stood in front 
of it for hours while we 
watched the tiny black-
and-white, rabbit-eared 
television we carried from 
the bedroom to the kitch-

en.  
Those were the days.  
It’s crazy how much 

things have changed since 
then. My favorite shows 
were The Waltons, Little 
House on the Prairie, and 
The Donny and Marie 
Show. When I pull up 
those programs now on 
my Roku, they all have 
a funny sepia-orange 
tint and seem corny and 
stilted. I hate that I’ve lost 
my taste for the innocence 
of those shows, of those 
times.  

I also miss the sim-
plicity of life without 
smart phones. Mostly 
because I can’t keep up 
with mine. I was created 
for phones that attach to 
the wall, that you can’t 

lose. Back in those days, 
computers were bulky 
monstrosities that lived in 
office buildings and made 
really loud noises with the 
dot-matrix printer. If any-
one had told me then that 
I’d one day carry around 
a computer in my pocket, 
I’d have rolled my eyes. (I 
know it’s hard to believe, 
but I was once really good 
at rolling my eyes.)  

I miss riding my bike 
around the neighbor-
hood with all my friends, 
coming home after many 
hours smelling like a wet 
puppy. I miss drinking out 
of the water hose in sum-
mer and tossing tinsel on 
the tree at Christmas. And 
the fact that my children 
don’t know what it means 

to toss tinsel on the tree 
reminds me that in their 
eyes, I must be so old.  

But I have a secret... 
I’m not old at all. Not on 
the inside. Deep in my 
heart, I’m still the girl who 
wants to build a snowman 
and make snow angels 
and go too fast on my 
roller skates. And I’m so 
grateful for the joy I get to 
experience every day, that 
keeps me young. Things 
like watching my now-
adult son climb on the roof 
to test out his new wooden 
airplane, only to crash 
it, glue it back together, 
and try again. Things like 
holding my husband’s 
hand as we walk around 
our yard and watch the 
sunset. Things like listen-

ing to my kids and their 
spouses (how are they old 
enough to be married?) 
laugh and act silly and en-
joy themselves.  

Because life is too 
short to ever get old. We 
only have so many mo-
ments, and I refuse to 
waste any of them being 
a crotchety geezer. Every 
chance I get, I’m going 
to build a snowman and 
make snow angels.  

Except when the wind 
chill is –10. I think I’ll go 
have a cup of cocoa with 
marshmallows, instead.  

The righteous will 
flourish like a palm tree... 
They will still bear fruit 
in old age, they will stay 
fresh and green.” Psalm 

92:12, 14

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
For those who aren’t familiar with 

their local hardware store, a hex key or 
Allen wrench is a specific type of tool. 
Each such item is a long, hexagonal or 
six-sided cylinder that is bent 90 de-
grees near one end. They’re used like 
a screwdriver, in that certain types of 
screws, bolts, and other hardware have 
slots in the end for a hex key. If you’ve 
ever purchased flat-pack “assemble it 
yourself at home” – type furniture, you 
might have gotten a hex key in the pack-
aging to help you assemble everything. 

As I type this, I have something 
where the hardware - a couple of screws 
- needs to be tightened. The hardware 
in question is set up for hex keys, and I 
need an especially small hex key in par-
ticular because I’m working with some 
especially small screws. I don’t have a 
hex key that small, so I need to go get 
one. 

Long-time readers can probably tell 
already how this is going to be playing 
out…

I’m in a rush, so I go to store A, a 
big-box department store, because there 
are a few other things I need to get at 
once. They only have one set of hex 
keys, but that set has some very tiny 
keys and it’s only $5. I grab it, pay for 
it along with my other purchases, and 
take it home. After some trial and error, 
I discover that none of these smaller hex 
keys are fitting. 

That’s when I realize the screws 
aren’t fitted for standard hex keys; 

they’re fitted for *star keys*, a subset of 
hex keys in which there’s an indent be-
tween the points of the hexagon. Well, 
hex keys are generally handy things to 
have, so I stow them in the house in 
case I need them later and can remem-
ber where I actually put them when that 
time comes. (Note to self: actually put 
them in the tote bag with that variety 
pack of screwdrivers I have.)

Well, a few days later I’m in another 
store when I see that they have an even 
larger set of hex keys, including an as-
sortment of star keys. I see that tiny little 
star key, figure it’s what I need, pay the 
$5 for that set, and I’m on my way, sat-
isfied I’ve finally found what I needed. 
Yeah… the tiniest of those star keys was 
still somehow too big. So not only do I 
specifically need a star key, I need a star 
key that’s even tinier than the fine print 
on a shady credit card offer. 

This store doesn’t normally take re-
turns, and hex keys are still handy things 
to have, so this set went into a “bug-out” 
bag I’m trying to assemble as part of my 
emergency preparedness. But I’m now 
out $10 on hex keys and I still haven’t 
found the exact one I need to tighten 
what I’m trying to tighten. There are 
two dedicated hardware stores here in 
town I could try to visit, so those are op-
tions. For now though, I have two brand 
new hex key sets and some hardware 
that’s still loose. 

There are a lot of adages and cli-
ches relating to tools, like “When all 

you have is a hammer, everything looks 
like a nail” and “The right tool for the 
job”. That speaks to how common and 
important even basic tools have been 

to society, past and present. They also 
speak to how frustrating it can be when 
the tools and the job don’t sync up. Like 
right now…

Vexed By Hex Keys



TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.

Community Information
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal information to help police officers find someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additional aid including those 
with Dementia, Autism or specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept 
confidential to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read 
more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran population. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abduction or 
domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
first message is imperative. For further education on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! 
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups
Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:

THE TEXAS TENORS — March 30  
Emmy award-winning classical crossover, the trio was formed in 2009 by country singer JC 
Fisher, pop singer Marcus Collins and opera singer John Hagen.
They were a top four finalist in the fourth season of America’s Got Talent, making them the 
highest-ranking vocal group in the show’s history.
SHAWN COLVIN — May 16 
In the 30 years since the release of her debut album, Colvin has won three Grammy Awards, 
released 13 albums, written a critically-acclaimed memoir, maintained a non-stop national 
and international touring schedule, appeared on countless TV and radio shows, had her 
songs featured in major movies, and created a remarkable canon of work.
RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12  
With five Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the 
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and an 
unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she continues 
to carve a path uniquely her own.
AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.
ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music landscape 
for more than 50 years. 
SHINYRIBS — Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defies genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, New 
Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band swing and 
roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two premier 
music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at the Wheel 
and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both the Texas 
Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music Series. Some 
old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many new performers 
also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please visit https://www.
cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music Series lineup in 
next weeks edition of the newspaper.

Join the MPR Explorers for a “Conversation Over Coffee” on Thursday, Febru-
ary 27 from 9 a.m. to noon. and learn about wildfire safety and forest management 
presented by the Morgan’s Point Resort Volunteer Fire Department. It will be held at 
the Garrett & Mic Hill Event Center (60 Morgan’s Point Blvd., Morgan’s Point Resort) 
Please send questions to  Library@mprtx.us.

CASA of Bell and Coryell Counties presents the CASA St Patrick’s 5K and Shenan-
igans Fun Run on Saturday, March 1 at 9 a.m. It will be held at Vista Real Estate, 7446 
Honeysuckle on West Adams in Temple. Sign up now and you’ll be entered to win a 
1-hour massage from Anthony Medical & Chiropractic!

The Grace Gallery cordially invites you to attend the opening of their new exhibit 
Professional Artists of Central Texas on Thursday, March 6 from 5-7 p.m. Located 
behind Main Street Bridal in Belton, the address is 108 West Central Avenue. Parking 
will be available behind the building.

SAVE THE DATE! Are you looking for Veggies, Herbs, Native-Drought Tolerant 
plants for your garden this spring and want to support our local Bell County Mas-
ter Gardeners Association? If you answer yes, you will not want to miss our annual 
fundraising plant sale at Cadence Bank Center (EXPO Center), 301 W Loop 121, 
Belton, TX. Check out our website and FaceBook page in the weeks to come for plant 
highlights.

Rare of Breed The Redemption Tour at Schoepf’s BBQ Rare of Breed: The 
Redemption Tour Pt. 2 is coming to Belton on Saturday, March 22 from 6-10 p.m. at 
Schoepf’s BBQ. Rare of Breed brings his message of hope, redemption, and faith to 
the stage. Special guests Joe Nester and Just Nate Musik will also perform, making this 
a night filled with powerful performances and uplifting stories.

Team Poss”Abilities” presents the Central Texas Poss”Abilities” Job Fair for high 
school & college students, including young adults with disabilities. They’re inviting 
employers, job training programs, and vendors to participate in the 6th Annual Area 
Poss”Abilities” Job Fair on Friday, March 28 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for high school 
students and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. for college students and young adults. It will be held 
at the Bawcom Student Union Center located at University of Mary-Hardin Baylor. 
Lunch will be provided. For any general/registration questions, contact: Cheryl Nelson 
at 254-913-4193.

Ladies Auxiliary M.P.R.V.F.D. presents Roses for Hoses on Saturday, April 12 at 
8:30 a.m. at the Oakmont Park in Morgans Point Resort. A 5K run and walk, part of the 
Centex race series formerly known as Cops Vs. Robbers. Dress in costume or come as 
you are. The event supports the fire department and community outreach projects.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways 
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide companion-
ship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, apply 
makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or call 512-
856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones 
to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining 
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daughters 
Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday of 
every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in 
Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich historical 
heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating and conduct-
ing programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in 
alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. Our community 
resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery information, historical 
markers and monument records. Our services include information on historic preser-
vation, educational programming, history community outreach and partnerships. We 
welcome you to come join other history minded folks and get involved by serving on 
one of our committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, markers and education. 
To volunteer or for more information  please visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.
texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or go by their office located in the historic Bell County 
Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come 
down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, 
exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown busi-
nesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.
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Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E th Ave in Belton. Majong 
games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more 
information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the 
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in 
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com 
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of 
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and 
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses 
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you 
have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make that 
difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at 
info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are 
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get 
involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the 
following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0. 

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the 
Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St.

Community InformationCommunity Information

Opening in November!NOW OPEN

3/03: Chat ‘N’ Canaasta
3/04: Footloose Singles
3/05: Monthly Luncheon; 
Popcorn Bridge
3/06: 42, Dominoes
3/08: Couples Night Out
3/10: Bookworms
3/11: Singing Bluebonnets
3/13:  42, Dominoes
3/14: TGIF
3/15: Exploring Wines

3/17: Snack Time MahJong
3/18: Bunco
3/19 Popcorn Bridge
3/20: Nonfiction book Club; Meet 
and Greet Coffee; 42, Dominoes
3/21: Trail Blazers Walking Group
3/22: Jimmy’s Egg
3/24: Well -Read Women; Canasta
3/25: singing Bluebonnets
3/26: Fun Lunch; Crochet and Knit
3/27: 42, Dominoes

Newcomers Club Activities
March
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WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. WE MAKE SURE YOU  EXPERIENCE THE BEST &  FASTEST SERVICE. 

1010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-51321010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-5132

FAMILY OWNED & FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED SINCE 1945OPERATED SINCE 1945

Normanbuildingmaterials.comNormanbuildingmaterials.com

BuildingBuilding
Materials Materials 

ToolsToolsPlumbing Plumbing HardwareHardwareMillworkMillwork

Meet Your Local Realtor

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173

PRAYER.

LOVE.

ACCEPTANCE.

GRACE.

GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET 

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

 General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

Adrian’s

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042
www.airctrl.com

5515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030

Financing & Trade-Ins Available

Texas State License: TACLA13736C (Temple) & TACLA23614C (Waco)

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX 
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com

Drew Popelka
 Attorney - CPA

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

today, tomorrow, the future

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334

Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B   |   778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

BELTON/
MORGAN’S POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD
Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514
Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172
Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816
Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697
Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803
Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278
Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404
Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090
Central Texas Cathedral 
Worship Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064
Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247
Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806
Christian Tabernacle Apostolic UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464
Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250
Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122
Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472
Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127
Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707
Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 
254.780.2388
First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391
First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. 5th Fccbelton.com
First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900
First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115
First United Methodist Church
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703
Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship
308 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933.3310
Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc. 
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591
Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222
Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222
Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910
Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.0824
Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 
254.939.1650
Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884
Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107
Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337
Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835
Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621
New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011
Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998
Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822
Redeemer Reformed  Baptist
505 E. Ave C. www.RRBC1689.com
Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231
Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 
254.778.8034

TEMPLE
1st Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061
Christ Episcopal Church
and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657
Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626
Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

First Baptist Church
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 
254.773.6866
First Methodist Church GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX 
~254.773.7992
First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407
Foundation Church
10701 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673
Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401 
Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist 
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192
Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134
Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 
254.780.3566
Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898
Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 
254.939.0682
New Hope Church of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 
254.742.2181
St. Francis Episcopal & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255
St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~ 254.773.4541
Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503
Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233
First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744
The Redeemed Christian Church of 
God Salvation Center 
405 Van Dyke Drive, Suite 403A ~ 
469-348-1475
Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070
Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802
Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr. Sundays 8:30, 
10, 11:30 a.m., 5 p.m.
www.thevista.tv ~ 254.774.7992
Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 
254.773.3177
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(254) 939-6700

*Open 7 Days a Week*
“Bring your own tools”

4497 W. Hwy. 190 • Belton

BudgetBudget

We Pay Top 
Dollar for Junk Cars!
We Can Haul it Too!

Cash$$ $$

B U S I N E S SB U S I N E S S

254-231-0583

English Maids has been a 
long-standing dependable and 
trustworthy business offering resi-
dential cleaning services to Belton 
and the Central Texas communi-
ties for over a decade. The busi-
ness was started by Kay English 
out of her home in Waco in 2006, 
and her daughter, Lauren English-
Thurman joined the business in 
2009. The company then expand-
ed from Waco to serve surround-
ing communities, including 
Belton, Salado and Temple. The 
mother-daughter team focuses on 
providing the best service for res-
idential and commercial cleaning, 
offering weekly, bi-weekly and 
monthly cleaning. 

“During COVID, it was really 
important because a lot of people 
were trying to keep their house 

clean and sanitized,” said Lauren 
English-Thurman. “Our motto is 
a clean home is a healthy home.”

Every home is cleaned and 
disinfected during every visit, 
she added.  English-Thurman 
said that some of their customers 
utilize their services because they 
physically cannot clean or do it 
themselves. 

“I get the most joy when we can 
go in and help them, and then 
they’re so appreciative because it 
helps their overall quality of life 
to have a clean home,” Thurman-
English added. “And it definitely 
helps the busy moms working 
and things like that, but I find 
the most satisfaction when I can 
help somebody that would not 
otherwise be able to do it.”The 
company employs around 10 to 

12 employees at each of its offices, 
in both Waco and Belton. Each 
employee is well-trained, screened 
and has passed a background 
check. They are also insured, 
bonded and carry workers’ com-
pensation. 

“I think what sets us apart is 
we’re family owned and operated,” 
English-Thurman said. “We pay 
special attention to detail. I talk to 
our customers on a regular basis, 
build a relationship with them, 
so that we can customize their 
cleaning.”

English Maids is a member 
of The Cleaning For a Reason 
Foundation and offers free clean-
ings to women receiving cancer 
treatment. For more information, 
visit www.englishmaids.biz or call 
254-231-0583. 

ALWAYS FREE 

ADMISSION!

BellCountyMuseum.Org 

Spring Break at 
the Museum

201 N. Main St. Belton

Visit the museum 
for fun activities 

with a new theme 
each day!

Tuesday: Ancient Cultures & Civilizations
Wednesday: Circuits & Conductivity

Mar 11 - Mar 12 
10 AM - 12 PM

“Let us sweep you off your feet.”
SHOWCASESHOWCASE

UMHB offers several opportunities to experience 
and enjoy the performing arts this spring

Special to the Journal 

The University of Mary Hardin-
Baylor’s (UMHB) College of Visual and 
Performing Arts has a robust calendar of 
events this spring. All performances take 
place in the Baugh Performance Hall in 
the Sue & Frank Mayborn Performing Arts 
Center, and tickets are required to attend.

On Friday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m., the 
university welcomes The StepCrew to the 
stage. 

The StepCrew combines three styles 
of exhilarating dance forms – Ottawa Val-
ley Stepdance, Irish Stepdance, and tap. 
With virtuosic dancers and musicians 
from the likes of The Chieftains, Cher-

ish The Ladies, and Bowfire, this cast of 
outstanding talent takes you on a dance 
journey. The StepCrew also boasts three 
world-class fiddlers backed by an amazing 
five-piece ensemble comprising some of 
the most talented and respected musicians 
in today’s Celtic music scene. 

Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for 
children ages 6–18, and seniors 65 and 
older. Children five and under are free, and 
free tickets are available with a UMHB 
Cru Card.

To wrap up the spring semester, 
UMHB presents The Little Prince, A Mag-
ical Opera on Friday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m., 
Saturday, April 12 at 2:30 p.m., and Sun-

day, April 13 at 2:30 p.m. 
Based on Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s 

beloved children’s book, this magical pro-
duction invites audiences to experience an 
unforgettable journey of friendship, love, 
and imagination. The story follows the 
voyage of a young prince traveling from 
his tiny home planet, B-612, across the 
universe. Along the way, he meets various 
thought-provoking characters on different 
planets, each teaching him valuable life 
lessons. Families are encouraged to bring 
their little explorers to experience this 
heartwarming performance. 

Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for 
children 12 and under, and seniors 65 and 

older. Free tickets are available with a 
UMHB Cru Card.

The community is also invited to 
UMHB Wind Ensemble concerts on Fri-
day, February 28 and Friday, April 25, at 
7:00 p.m., and a UMHB One Voice and 
Concert Choir concert on Thursday, March 
6, at 7:00 p.m. These events are free, and 
no ticket is required to attend.

To learn more about these musical 
performances, visit www.umhb.edu/pac. 
To purchase tickets, please call the Sue & 
Frank Mayborn Performing Arts Center at 
254-295-5999 or email pac@umhb.edu. 
Box office hours are noon to 4 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday.
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