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Soggy Doggy Day held at Harris Community Splash Pad

Belton Lake trash 
clean-up set for Sept. 13

By David Stone By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Lake Belton Trash Getters, a group of local volun-
teers dedicated to keep the lake clean and pristine, will 
hold its annual clean up on Sept. 13.

The Lake Belton Trash Clean-Up will start at 7 a.m. 
at Cedar Ridge Park’s Turkey Roost pavilion with regis-
tration, breakfast and a safety meeting. 

The cleanup will begin at 7:30 a.m., and lunch will 

be served at 1 p.m. Also, prizes provided by corporate do-
nors will be given out at 2 p.m. 

Participants are urged to wear closed-toe shoes, 
gloves, bug spray and sunblock. Hats and towels for cool-
ing off also are recommended.

“We are starting the cleanup at 7:30 but people are 
welcome to come out later if they wish,” said Teri Swan-
son, a Clean-Up organizer. “We will have three groups 

Three Belton fi refi ghters 
climb 110 fl oors during 9/11 

memorial event
By David Stone By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Three Belton fi re-
fi ghters traveled to Dal-
las last weekend to par-
ticipate in the 9/11 Stair 
Climb, a gathering where 
thousands of fi re, police 
and Emergency Medi-
cal Services personnel 
climbed 110 fl oors in the 
Comerica Bank Tower to 
honor those who lost their 
lives in the terrorist attack 
on New York’s Twin Tow-
ers.

The Belton fi refi ght-
ers participating in the 

memorial climb included 
Jose Reyes-Rios, Eric 
Morales and Barak Cloe. 
They donned fi refi ghting 
gear and made the climb. 

The event is not a 
timed race but a tribute 
that requires physical 
clearance from a doctor 
and months of prepara-
tion.

“We climbed a total 
of 110 fl oors in Dallas to 
honor the 343 fi refi ght-
ers, 71 police offi cers and 
eight EMS workers, and 
all the innocent lives lost 

By Shanna GroteBy Shanna Grote
The Belton Journal 

Soggy Doggy Day was held at Harris 
Community Splash Saturday, Sept. 6 at 9 
a.m. by the City of Belton Parks and Rec-
reation. 

Typically, the City of Belton reserves 
the splash pad for families only but once a 
year at the end of the splash pad season, the 
city allows pups to have a little fun. During 
soggy doggy day the splash pad is fenced 
off and dog park rules are utilized, allow-
ing the dogs to run around interacting with 
one another without a leash and playing in 
the fountains. 

The splash pad was bustling with be-
loved pets as soon as the day began. Pet 
played with their dogs in the fountains and 
had photo opportunists in an oversized 
lawn chair. Outside of the fenced area, a 
variety of businesses and organizations 

were set up for pets and their owners. 
Scotti’s Italian Ice was on site provid-

ing delicious treats to pet owners as the 
dogs enjoyed the obstacle course and up-
beat tunes played across the park. 

Belton Veterinary Clinic offered dog 
paw print painting as well as treat bags for 
attendees. 

The Bell County Animal Shelter was 
also present.

Tanian Gozalo brought her dog, Cyn-
der “the block” out for the fi rst time this 
year. This is the second time Tanian has 
attended but Cynder has been in training 
and it was her fi rst time to enjoy the fun. 
Cynder was rescued from Temple Animal 
Shelter and now that she has aced her train-
ing routine was able to enjoy the water and 
her fi rst time in a group setting. 

 See TRASH, 
Page A2

Courtesy Photo 
Jonny Watts stomps trash in a Dumpster to make room for more debris collected during last year’s Lake 
Belton Trash Clean-Up. This year’s event is Sept. 13 at Cedar Ridge Park.
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Courtesy Photo 
Belton fi refi ghters Jose Reyes-Rios, Eric Morales 
and Barak Cloe participate with other fi re, police 
and Emergency Medical Services personnel in a 
climb of 110 fl oors in the Comerica Bank Tower to 
honor those who lost their lives in the terrorist at-
tack on New York’s Twin Towers.

Council OKs 2026 budget, tax rate
By David Stone By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Following weeks of discussion 
and a public hearing, the Belton 
city council unanimously adopted 
the Fiscal 2026 budget during 
Tuesday night’s meeting.

The new budget will raise 
more total property taxes than the 
Fiscal 2025 budget by more than 
$1.2 million — 9.91 percent — and 
of that amount $443,526 is tax rev-

enue to be raised from new prop-
erty added to the tax roll, according 
to Mike Rodgers, Belton’s director 
of fi nance.

City Manager Sam Listi pre-
sented the city council with the 
proposed Fiscal Year 2026 budget 
in July. The budget includes total 
resources of $52.8 million and ex-
penditures of $47.9 million.

The Fiscal Year 2026 budget 
incorporates an increase to total 
property tax revenue in the amount 

of $1.2 million based on a tax rate 
of $0.5225 cents per $100 of tax-
able value. 

Prior to council’s vote on the 
Fiscal Year 2026 budget, a pub-
lic hearing was held on the tax 
rate. The rate will raise taxes for 
maintenance and operations on a 
$100,000 home by about $16.20.

The average taxable value of a 
Belton residence was $295,184 last 
year. This year’s average taxable 
value of a residence is $309,386. 

Under the Fiscal Year 2026 tax 
rate, taxes imposed on the average 
home will be $1,616.

Also Tuesday, Council adopt-
ed a new Fee & Rate Schedule for 
Fiscal Year 2026. 

The new plan includes six 
“pillars,” including connectivity, 
business development, quality of 
life, infrastructure, engagement 
and public safety.

 See BUDGET
Page A2
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A pup gives its owner 
a high-five during the 
annual Soggy Doggy 
Day held at the Har-
ris Community Center 
splash pad.
– BELTON JOURNAL/
Shanna Grote 

 See SOGGY
Page A4
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going out, so if it’s easier for families to come a little later, 
that’s OK.”

“We usually have about 100 volunteers take part,” she 
added. “This year we are going to focus on Rogers Park, 
Leona Park and around some of the marinas. We will also 
have a group cleaning up by the damn in the overfl ow area.”

“Trash is a community problem, and the Lake Belton 
community has defi nitely stepped up to the plate to help 
keep our lake clean,” Swanson said. “We want our beauti-
ful lake to stay pretty and healthy for many years to come.”

“We hope we can reach the younger generation so they 
develop the same passion as we do for keeping our lake 
beautiful,” she said. “Periodically, members of the group 
get together and clean small areas throughout the year.”

“This will be our sixth year of being an organized 
cleanup group for Lake Belton,” Swanson said. “Last year, 
we cleaned more than 32,000 pounds of trash.”

For additional information, call Swanson at (254) 913-
7476.

Trash -  From Page A1

on Sept. 11, 2001,” Morales said late Saturday.
“Every step is a reminder of the courage, sacrifi ce and 

resilience shown that day,” he added. “We climb so their 
bravery is never forgotten and so future generations un-
derstand the weight of their service.”

“This climb is not just a physical challenge, but a 
living tribute to those who gave everything in the line of 
duty,” Morales said. “We hope to inspire other fi refi ghters 
and police offi cers in Belton to make the climb with us 
next year.”

In addition to the many fi refi ghters, police offi cers 
and EMS personnel participating, special guests from 
New York City attended and shared stories of the attack. 
The guest list included family members of fi rst responders 

and others lost in the attack.
On Sept. 11, 2001, 19 al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked 

four commercial airplanes scheduled to fl y from Boston 
to California. In a coordinated attack that turned planes 
into weapons, the terrorist fl ew two of the planes into the 
Twin Towers of the World Trade Center.

They also fl ew a third plane into the Pentagon in 
Arlington, Va. Passengers and crew on the fourth plane 
launched a counterattack, forcing the plane to crash into a 
fi eld in Somerset County, Penn.

The 9/11 attacks killed 2,977 people, the single larg-
est loss of life resulting from a foreign attack on American 
soil. The attacks caused the deaths of 441 fi rst responders.

Climbs -  From Page A1

Tanian said, “Cynder is loving it! 
It’s really fun here, it lets them just 
have fun.”

Cynder even gave a high fi ve to 
Tania after splashing through the wa-
ter. 

The Belton Community Re-
sponse Team (CERT) provided emer-
gency kits and education to pet own-
ers. 

“Studies show that 60 percent of 
pet owners consider their pets part of 
their family,” said CERT Coordinator 
Angie Fontenot. This often creates a 
diffi cult choice for pet owners dur-
ing emergency situations. Pet owners 

are often reluctant to leave their pets 
behind when they need to evacuate 
and are known to even return to their 
home putting themselves in danger to 
stay with their pets. 

“We witnessed this in the last 
emergency evacuation of Bastrop,” 
Angie Fontenont said.  The emergen-
cy kits are helpful when entering an 
emergency shelter and are equipped 
with items needed to safely transition 
away from the owner’s home. 

This was Candice Waugh, owner 
of Ruffpuppy Boarding and Training, 
fi rst time to attend the Belton event al-
though she has attended other similar 

events. Candice brought along Rosie, 
a golden retriever who has been train-
ing with Ruffpuppy and utilizing their 
in-home boarding services. 

“Having something fun like this 
for these dogs is extremely important. 
With her natural internal love for wa-
ter, I could not pass up the opportuni-
ty to bring her in,” Candice said. Rose 
seem to do the happy dance seeing the 
water coming from all directions. 

“Ruffpuppy is extremely blessed 
to have the ability and opportunity to 
attend an event like this while helping 
families train their furry family mem-
bers” stated Candice.

Soggy -  From Page A1

Freshville Market to open 
new location Sept. 17

Freshville Market to open 
new location Sept. 17

Freshville Market to open 

There are 41 initia-
tives within the six pillars 
that emerged from the May 
30-31 retreat. Rodgers said 
most of the changes in the 
new Fee & Rate schedule 
will have a minimal impact.

Connectivity pillar 
initiatives include critical 
street, trail and sidewalk 
projects, including work 
on Interstates 14 and 35, 
Loop 121, Sixth Avenue, 
FM 39, Texas 317, Connell 
Street and the Spring Street 
bridge.

Business development 
initiatives include Imag-
ine Belton projects, utility 
work at Belton Economic 
Development Corporation 
properties, updated build-
ing codes, and landscaping, 
murals and sidewalk work.

Quality of life initia-
tives include developing a 
new parks master plan and 
various partnerships to im-
prove historical and cultur-
al districts.

Listi said infrastructure 
initiatives include work on 
water and wastewater mas-
ter plans, a Central Texas 
Water Alliance and street 
maintenance programs.

Exceptional customer 
service, marketing and edu-
cating Belton residents are 
key initiatives to the en-
gagement pillar, and public 
safety initiatives include 
occupancy of the recently 
purchased Miller Heights 
Elementary School, cyber-
security, location of a new 
fi re station and community 
safety.

Budget -  From Page A1

Special to the Journal 

Freshville Market invites the 
Belton community and surrounding 
members to a grand opening celebra-
tion on Wednesday, Sept. 17, starting 
at 1:30 p.m. 

The new fuel and truck stop is 
located at 7370 U.S. Hwy. 190 in 

Belton.
They will have special promo-

tion pricing for fuel, food, snacks, 
and beverages during the grand open-
ing.

In addition to being a fuel stop, 
Freshville Market features a full-
service deli operated by JDS kitchen, 
known for its homemade meals. 

In addition to food, Freshville 
Market offers a wide selection of 
snacks, cold drinks, beers, groceries 
and everyday essentials to meet the 
needs of the community. 

As a family=owned business, the 
market stands as a proud part of the 
town dedicated to serving neighbors, 
travelers and commuters alike.

Courtesy Photo 
The new Freshville Market in Belton will hold a grand opening celebration starting 1:30 p.m. next Wednes-
day, Sept. 17. 

Stronger Together 
Gala set for this evening
By Michelle RodriguezBy Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

The Stronger To-
gether Gala is being held 
at the Frank W. Mayborn 
Civic and Convention 
Center, located at 3303 
N. Third St. in Temple 
on Thursday, Sept. 11, at 
6:30 p.m. to support the 
Intrepid Spirit Center at 
Fort Hood and the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) Central 
Texas, Temple Chapter. 

The organizations 
are dedicated to mental, 
behavioral health aware-
ness and resources. The 
community is invited to 
eat, drink, dance, and help 
make a difference. 

“We decided to go 
with mental health for 
our first gala. This gala is 

personal for me. After the 
loss of my brother, I knew 
I had to become his voice 
and make sure people 
know there are resources! 
I just wish I could have 
helped him,” said Aman-
da Aranda licensed Texas 
Realtor with Magnolia 
Realty.

The event was cre-
ated out of love and loss. 
It’s a response to pain, 
but also a celebration of 
purpose. It also brings to-
gether the community to 
say, “We see you. We hear 
you. We’re here for you.”

The evening will fea-
ture a full dinner, craft 
cocktails, a silent auction, 
and entertainment by All 
Hat No Cadillac, the 90’s 
country band that covers 

 See GALA, 
Page A3
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OBITUARIES
Gaplinger

Gary Lynn Gaplinger 
November 6, 1950 – September 2, 2025 

Gary Lynn Caplinger, born on November 6, 1950, in 
Crosbyton, Texas, passed away peacefully at his home in 
Temple, Texas, on Tuesday, September 2, 2025. Gary lived 
a life full of love, dedication, and a commitment to family 
that was evident in everything he did.

Raised in a nurturing environment, Gary graduated 
from Lubbock High School before furthering his educa-
tion at the Southwestern Oklahoma School of Pharmacy. 
His career began in 1974 with a private pharmacy, and he 
later took pride in serving as a pharmacist at the VA hos-
pital. After many years of devoted labor, Gary concluded 
his professional journey at Walmart Pharmacy, retiring in 
2017.

Throughout his life, Gary was known for his easy-
going nature, great sense of humor, and tender-hearted-
ness. He was kind, caring, and always appreciative of 
those around him. With a positive spirit, he instilled the 
values of loyalty and protection in his family, along with 
a deep reverence for the word of God. His faith was evi-
dent through his dedication as a member of the Crossroads 
Church, where he enjoyed participating in Bible studies 
and golf fellowship.

In 1974, Gary met the love of his life, Patty, and upon 
their fi rst glance, he knew she was the one. They were 
married six months later, and together they built a lov-
ing family, celebrated numerous milestones, and created a 
bond that lasted through their 50 years of marriage. Gary 
cherished being a family man and took immense pride in 
his sons, Jeremy and Jeff, as well as his beloved grand-
children. He was particularly fond of his wife, whom he 
affectionately called “Patty Sue.”

Gary enjoyed many hobbies, including golfi ng, 
watching sports—especially college basketball—and he 
possessed a passion for classic cars and collecting an-
tiques. An avid reader, he took delight in History, Christian 
Literature and the Bible. He also developed a reputation as 
a master of dad jokes, always bringing laughter to those 
around him. He had a great love for animals especially his 
dogs and cats.

Gary is survived by his devoted wife of 50 years, Patty 
Caplinger; his two sons, Jeremy (Jennifer) Caplinger and 

Jeff (Wendy) Caplinger; his sister Debra (Richie Crowell); 
his grandchildren, Travis, Gavin, Caleb, River, William 
and Abbie; his nephews Jarrett and Cason, niece Melanie 
and his beloved cat. He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Ernest and Naomi (Pickens) Caplinger, and one brother, 
Don Lee Caplinger.

His life and legacy were celebrated during a visita-
tion on Monday, September 8, 2025, at Young’s Daughters 
Funeral Home & Bereavement Center in Temple, Texas, 
from 9 a.m. with a Funeral Service following at 10 a.m. 
A burial service at Hillcrest Cemetery will commence af-
terwards.

Gary Lynn Caplinger will be remembered for his un-
wavering love, his dedication to family, and the light of 
God that fl ourished in him. He has left an indelible mark 
on the lives of all who knew him.

A special thank you to all family and friends, the 
Crossroads Church members, his golf buddies and “The 
Girl Gang” for all their support and prayers during this 
time.

Arrangements are under the direction of Sabrina 
Young at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home and Bereave-
ment Center.

Culver 
Shirley Anne Culver 

August 26, 1948 – August 17, 2025 

Shirley Anne Culver, born August 26, 1948 and long-
time resident of Salado, passed away on Sunday August 
17, 2025.  She is survived by her son Russell and wife 
Michele; her daughter LonAnne and Mike; her grandchil-
dren Mason, Madison and husband David, Austin and wife 
Maggie, Thomas and William; and by her Dearest Steve 
- her dance partner for the last 20 years. Shirley is also 
survived by her sister Alice Wells; her sister Margaret Har-
din and husband Rodney; her brother Jim West and wife 
Carol; her sister-in-law Pam Downing and many nieces 
and nephews who adore her.  

Shirley is preceded in death by her husband Bill Cul-
ver of Salado; her parents Jack and Bettye West of Groom; 
her grandparents Elton and Maggie Ruth Johnston of 
McLean and Charley and Ina West of McLean.

“Miss” Shirley was married to her high school sweet-

heart and soul mate, Bill, for thirty-three and a half years 
and is now reunited with him in heaven.

Working as a Certifi ed Financial Planner in Bell 
County from 1980 to 2021, Shirley found her calling get-
ting to know people and their families and helping them 
attain their goals and dreams.  

Shirley will always be remembered for her love for 
her family and friends, for her service to the people she 
counseled throughout her years as a fi nancial planner, and 
for her connection to strangers who were drawn to share 
their stories with her.  She truly had a gift for making ev-
eryone feel they had an important place in the world.

A private family gathering is planned.  In lieu of fl ow-
ers, the family requests memorials sent to one of the fol-
lowing organizations or to any charity of your choice:

Route 66 Roping Arena, c/o Bill Homer, P.O. Box 
339, Groom, TX 79039

Families in Crisis, P.O. Box 25, Killeen, TX 76541 
--  www.familiesincrisis.net.

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 

and what is unseen is eternal.   ~
2 Corinthians 4:18.

George Strait, Brooks and Dunn, Tim 
McGraw, and more.

The community has endured loss 
by multiple lives taken by suicide, a re-
minder of the urgent need to do more. 
Funds raised will help support mental 
health awareness and resources in the 
community. Each ticket purchased, ta-
ble, or auction donation will help bene-
fit the Intrepid Spirit Center and NAMI. 

The Intrepid Spirit Centers are a 
network of Department of Defense out-
patient treatment centers that provide 
comprehensive, interdisciplinary care 
for traumatic brain injury and psycho-
logical service members, veterans, and 
their families. 

NAMI is the nation’s largest grass-
roots mental health organization. They 
are dedicated to building better lives for 
the millions of Americans affected by 
mental illness.

The Stronger Together Gala has a 
goal to raise $80,000 and has reached 60 

percent of their goal with 43 supporters 
donating $48,525. Donations are being 
accepted, individual tickets can be pur-
chased, sponsor a table for friends, fam-
ily, or business, or items can be donated 
to the silent auction (from gift baskets to 
weekend getaways), and every contribu-
tion helps.

The Stronger Together Gala is a 
night of remembrance and a call to ac-
tion to break the silence and stigma sur-
rounding mental health, to educate in-
dividuals about resources, and to raise 
funds for resources. 

General admission tickets are 
$75, with a reserved table costing 
$600 

For tickets, tables, and donation 
information, visit www.StrongerTo-www.StrongerTo-
getherGala.orggetherGala.org. There are links on their 
website via Facebook, X, LinkedIn, 
WhatsApp, and email.

Gala -  From Page A2

SARW to hear from Brotherhood 
Academy executive director

Special to the Journal 

The Salado Area Re-
publican Women are hold-
ing a Membership Special 
starting at the Sept. 25 
Meeting. 

Dues for 2026 are 
$25, a $10 reduction, if 
paid in September through 
November. Dues may be 
paid for at the meeting or 
mailed to SARW, PAC, 
P.O. Box 373, Salado, TX 
76571.  Address and occu-
pation are a must for state 
reporting, and an email is 
necessary to receive club 
information.

Julie Jones, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
Brotherhood Academy, 
will speak to the Salado 

Area Republican Women 
at their Sept. 25 luncheon 
at the Salado Civic Cen-
ter. 

The Brotherhood 
Academy is a non-profit 
General Residential Op-
eration (GRO) that pro-
vides a safe and nurturing 
home for boys and young 
men in Texas.

The home sits on 17 
private acres in Salado.  
Currently, they serve 12 
boys aged 10-17, with 
plans to expand to accom-
modate boys aged 18-22 
in a transitional house, fo-
cusing on life skills, edu-
cation, and employability. 
Eventually, the Academy 
hopes to expand their ser-
vices to provide a home 

for infants and young 
boys aged 0-9, fostering 
their growth and develop-
ment.  For more informa-
tion go to thebrotherhoo-
dacademy.org.

As part of the Caring 
for America, SARW will 
be providing the Direc-
tor with a $300 check to 
allow the agency to buy 
some sports equipment.

Everyone is wel-
come but reservations are 
requested for food and 
seating. Contact Sher-
ril Perhach at sherrilper-sherrilper-
hach@gmail.comhach@gmail.com by the 
deadline of Monday, Sep-
tember 22. The luncheon 
starts at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Civic Center. Cost of the 
luncheon is $20.



Proposition Number 1
(SJR 59)

SJR 59 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to establish two special 
funds in the state treasury to provide a 
dedicated source of funding for capital 
projects and equipment purchases related 
to educational programs offered by the 
Texas State Technical College (TSTC) 
System. The proposed amendment 
requires the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to manage the funds, including 
managing any investment activities 
related to the funds and making the funds 
available for use by the TSTC System. 
The proposed amendment authorizes the 
TSTC System Board of Regents to use 
amounts distributed by the Comptroller 
to the available fund to acquire land, 
construct and equip buildings and other 
permanent improvements, make major 
repairs and rehabilitations of buildings or 
other permanent improvements, acquire 
capital equipment, acquire library books 
and materials, make payment of the 
principal and interest due on any bonds 
or notes used to finance permanent 
improvements, or for any other purpose 
authorized by law. Under the proposed 
amendment, the TSTC System could not 
use the appropriated funds to construct, 
equip, repair, or rehabilitate buildings or 
other permanent improvements that are 
to be used for intercollegiate athletics or 
auxiliary enterprises. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment providing 
for the creation of the permanent 
technical institution infrastructure 
fund and the available workforce 
education fund to support the capital 
needs of educational programs offered 
by the Texas State Technical College 
System.”

Proposition Number 2
(SJR 18)

SJR 18 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit the legislature 
from imposing a tax on the realized or 
unrealized capital gains of an individual, 
family, estate, or trust. This prohibition 
would include a tax on the sale or 
transfer of a capital asset that is payable 
by an individual, family, estate, or trust 
selling or transferring the asset. The 
proposed amendment would not prohibit 
the imposition or change in the rate of 
an ad valorem tax on property; a sales 
tax on the sale of goods or services; or 
a use tax on the storage, use, or other 
consumption in this state of goods or 
services. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 

constitutional amendment prohibiting 
the imposition of a tax on the realized 
or unrealized capital gains of an 
individual, family, estate, or trust.”

Proposition Number 3
(SJR 5)

SJR 5 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to require the denial of bail 
pending trial for persons accused of 
certain criminal offenses. The proposed 
amendment would apply only to a 
person accused of committing one or 
more of the following offenses: murder; 
capital murder; aggravated assault if 
the person caused serious bodily injury 
to another, as defined by law, or the 
person used a firearm, club, knife, or 
explosive weapon, as those terms are 
defined by law, during the commission 
of the assault; aggravated kidnapping; 
aggravated robbery; aggravated 
sexual assault; indecency with a child; 
trafficking of persons; or continuous 
trafficking of persons. Under the 
proposed amendment, a person accused 
of one or more of these offenses must be 
denied bail pending trial if the attorney 
representing the state demonstrates by 
a preponderance of the evidence that 
the granting of bail is insufficient to 
reasonably prevent the person’s willful 
nonappearance in court; or the attorney 
representing the state demonstrates 
by clear and convincing evidence that 
the granting of bail is insufficient to 
reasonably ensure the safety of the 
community, law enforcement, and the 
victim of the alleged offense. A judge or 
magistrate who grants bail to a person 
accused of one or more of these offenses 
under the proposed amendment must set 
bail and impose conditions of release 
necessary only to reasonably prevent the 
person’s willful nonappearance in court 
and ensure the safety of the community, 
law enforcement, and the victim of the 
alleged offense. The judge or magistrate 
must also prepare a written order that 
includes findings of fact and a statement 
explaining the justification for the 
grant of bail. The proposed amendment 
specifies that it may not be construed to 
limit any right a person has under other 
law to contest a denial of bail or to contest 
the amount of bail set by a judge or 
magistrate or to require any testimonial 
evidence before a judge or magistrate 
makes a bail decision with respect to a 
person to whom the amendment applies. 
A judge or magistrate who determines 
whether a preponderance of the evidence 
or clear and convincing evidence exists 
under the proposed amendment shall 
consider the likelihood of the person’s 
willful nonappearance in court; the 
nature and circumstances of the alleged 
offense; the safety of the community, 

law enforcement, and the victim of the 
alleged offense; and the criminal history 
of the person. A person is entitled to 
be represented by counsel at a hearing 
described by the proposed amendment. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment requiring 
the denial of bail under certain 
circumstances to persons accused 
of certain offenses punishable as a 
felony.”

Proposition Number 4
(HJR 7)

HJR 7 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to dedicate a portion of the 
revenue derived from state sales and 
use taxes to the Texas water fund and 
to provide for the allocation and use of 
that revenue. The proposed amendment 
would authorize the legislature to 
allocate and transfer funds to accounts 
administered by the Texas Water 
Development Board. The proposed 
amendment also allows the legislature 
to suspend allocations of funds to these 
accounts during a state of disaster 
declared under Chapter 418 of the Texas 
Government Code. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment to dedicate 
a portion of the revenue derived from 
state sales and use taxes to the Texas 
water fund and to provide for the 
allocation and use of that revenue.”

Proposition Number 5
(HJR 99)

HJR 99 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to allow the legislature to 
exempt animal feed held by the owner 
for retail sale from ad valorem taxation. 
The proposed amendment would 
authorize the legislature to provide 
additional eligibility requirements for 
the exemption.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to exempt from ad 
valorem taxation tangible personal 
property consisting of animal feed 
held by the owner of the property for 
sale at retail.”

Proposition Number 6
(HJR 4)

HJR 4 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit the legislature 
from enacting a law that imposes an 
occupation tax on a registered securities 
market operator or a tax on a securities 
transaction conducted by a registered 

securities market operator. The proposed 
amendment would not prohibit the 
imposition of a general business tax 
measured by business activity, a tax 
on the production of minerals, a tax on 
insurance premiums, a sales and use 
tax on tangible personal property or 
services, or a fee based on the cost of 
processing or creating documents. The 
proposed amendment would also not 
prohibit a change in the rate of a tax in 
existence on January 1, 2026.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment prohibiting 
the legislature from enacting a law 
imposing an occupation tax on certain 
entities that enter into transactions 
conveying securities or imposing a tax 
on certain securities transactions.”

Proposition Number 7
(HJR 133)

HJR 133 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to allow the legislature to 
give surviving spouses of United States 
armed services veterans a property 
tax exemption on their residence 
homestead. The proposed amendment 
would exempt all or part of the property 
tax on the spouse’s residence homestead 
if the veteran died from a condition or 
disease presumed under federal law to 
be service-related. The exemption would 
apply only to a surviving spouse who has 
not remarried since the veteran’s death.
The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amendment 
authorizing the legislature to provide 
for an exemption from ad valorem 
taxation of all or part of the market 
value of the residence homestead of 
the surviving spouse of a veteran 
who died as a result of a condition or 
disease that is presumed under federal 
law to have been service-connected.”

Proposition Number 8
(HJR 2)

HJR 2 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit the legislature 
from imposing a state tax on a 
deceased individual’s estate because 
of the individual’s death, including an 
estate, inheritance, or death tax. The 
proposed amendment would prohibit 
the legislature from imposing a state tax 
on the transfer of an estate, inheritance, 
legacy, succession, or gift from an 
individual, family, estate, or trust, 
including generation-skipping transfers, 
if the tax was not in effect on January 
1, 2025. The proposed amendment 
would also prohibit the legislature from 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Brief Explanatory Statements of Proposed Constitutional Amendments Special Election, November 4, 2025

(CONTINUED)

A4              Thursday, September 11, 2025THE BELTON JOURNALA4              Thursday, September 11, 2025

Belton Walk to End Alzheimer’s set for Sept. 27
By Michele WeismanBy Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Hundreds will participate in the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s walkathon in 
Belton on Sept 27. The walkathon funds 
go to the Alzheimer’s Association, a 
nonprofit 501(c)3, for research, support, 
and care for Alzheimer’s.

Participants will gather at Liberty 
Park, 700 Veteran’s Way Drive. Regis-
tration begins at 8 a.m. followed by a 
ceremony at 9 a.m., with the one-mile 
walk beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Adults can register online at www.
alz.org. In the search bar, enter the Bel-
ton zip code, 76513, to find the 2025 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s - Bell County.. 
Register children offline or online. Ev-
ery participant needs to register and sign 
waivers.

Registrants who fundraise $100 or 
more will be mailed a Walk to End Al-
zheimer’s T-shirt. Only those who have 
done so four weeks prior to the walk will 

receive the T-shirt before the walk.
Strollers are welcome, but please 

leave your skateboards, inline skates, 
bicycles, and footwear with wheels at 
home.

The Promise Garden Flower per-
sonalizes the walk for every participant. 
Blue flowers represent those living with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia. Purple flowers 
represent those who have lost someone 
to Alzheimer’s. Yellow flowers represent 
those caring for someone with Alzheim-
er’s. Orange flowers are for anyone who 
supports the Alzheimer’s Association 
goal of a world without Alzheimer’s and 
dementia.

Volunteers set up, hand out flowers 
at the Flower Garden, register walkers, 
clean up, and more. 

To serve at Walk to End Alzheimer’s, 
go to the volunteer page at www.alz.org.www.alz.org.
and enter Belton’s zip code, 76513.

Contact Shannon Eller at sheller@
alz.orgalz.org or 512-975-2683 with questions 
about the event.

File Photo
Hundreds will walk in Belton on Sept 27 in the annual Alzheimer’s Walk. This 
event is held in more than 600 communities nationwide and is the world’s largest 
fundraiser for Alzheimer’s care, support and research.

City Council OKs water pipe upgrade near Rodeo Travel site
By David Stone By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

The Belton City Council authorized City 
Manager Sam Listi to enter into a develop-
ment agreement with Belton Partners LLC for 
the upsizing on an 8-inch water line to a 12-
inch at the site of Rodeo Travel Center, which 
is being developed on the east side of I-35 be-
tween Elmer King Road and East Amity.

According to Scott Hodde, director of 
public works, the development originally 
called for an onsite well, which was permitted 
through Clearwater Underground Water Con-
servation District. But, test results indicated 

minimal gallon-per-minute fl ows, prompting 
the developer to reach out to the City to dis-
cuss water supply options.

“Currently this area south of the river is 
primarily served by Central Texas Water Sup-
ply,” Hodde said in a statement to the City 
Council. “While the City does maintain a 12-
inch transmission water line just south of the 
river on the west side of I-35 which is served 
by Bell County Water Control & Improve-
ment District No. 1, which is our primary wa-
ter provider, the projected water demand from 
the Travel Center is minimal and does not jus-
tify extending that line at this time.”

To meet their needs, The Rodeo Travel 

Center proposed connecting to CTWS’s ex-
isting water main running parallel to Amity 
School Road extending it down Dillard Road 
to I-35. From there, the line will cross I-35 to 
the east side and continue south to the south-
ern boundary of their property. Per the City 
ordinance and design manual, an 8-inch water 
main is required, and the developer requested 
approval to install the line at their own ex-
pense.

The City’s Master Water Plan identifi es 
future 12-inch water mains in this area. To 
align with that plan, the City elected to cost-
share with the developer to upsize the pro-
posed line to a 12-inch main.

According to Hodde, Belton’s cost for the 
project — which will provide adequate water 
service for future development — is $329,612.

Belton Partners LLC has 274 days to 
complete installation once the agreement is in 
place.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the Council 
adopted Belton’s Five-Year Strategic Plan for 
fi scal years 2026-2030. The new plan includes 
six proposed “pillars,” including connectivity, 
business development, quality of life, infra-
structure, engagement and public safety.
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increasing the tax rate or expanding the 
applicability to new parties of a transfer 
tax that was in effect on January 1, 2025. 
The proposed amendment would not 
prohibit the imposition or change in the 
rate or applicability of a general business 
tax measured by business activity; a tax 
on the production of minerals; a tax on 
the issuance of title insurance; a tax in 
existence on January 1, 2016; a tax on 
the transfer of a motor vehicle by gift; or 
an ad valorem tax on property.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment to prohibit 
the legislature from imposing death 
taxes applicable to a decedent’s 
property or the transfer of an estate, 
inheritance, legacy, succession, or 
gift.”

Proposition Number 9
(HJR 1)

HJR 1 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to change the amount of 
tangible personal property held or used 
for the production of income that the 
legislature could exempt from property 
taxes to $125,000 rather than the 
minimum amount sufficient to recover 
the costs of property tax administration.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amendment to 
authorize the legislature to exempt 
from ad valorem taxation a portion of 
the market value of tangible personal 
property a person owns that is held or 
used for the production of income.”

Proposition Number 10
(SJR 84)

SJR 84 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to allow the legislature 
to create a temporary property tax 
exemption for the appraised value of 
an improvement to a person’s residence 
homestead that is completely destroyed 
by a fire. The proposed amendment 
authorizes the legislature to prescribe 
the duration of the exemption and 
to establish additional eligibility 
requirements for the exemption.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amendment to 
authorize the legislature to provide 
for a temporary exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of the appraised 
value of an improvement to a residence 
homestead that is completely 

destroyed by a fire.”

Proposition Number 11
(SJR 85)

SJR 85 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to authorize the legislature 
to increase the amount of the exemption 
from property taxation by a school 
district of the market value of the 
residence homestead of a person who is 
65 years of age or older or a person who 
is disabled from $10,000 to $60,000. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amendment 
authorizing the legislature to increase 
the amount of the exemption from ad 
valorem taxation by a school district 
of the market value of the residence 
homestead of a person who is elderly 
or disabled.”

Proposition Number 12
(SJR 27)

SJR 27 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to change the membership 
and procedures of the State Commission 
on Judicial Conduct (SCJC). The 
proposed amendment would: (1) change 
the membership of the SCJC so that it is 
composed of six judges appointed by the 
Texas Supreme Court and seven citizens 
appointed by the Governor who are at 
least 35 years old, with both groups of 
appointees requiring the consent of the 
Texas Senate to be confirmed; (2) restrict 
the SCJC’s power to issue a private 
reprimand (or impose a requirement that 
the person obtain additional training 
or education) to a person who has 
not previously been issued a private 
reprimand and in response to a complaint 
that does not allege criminal behavior; 
(3) require the SCJC to find that a 
person engaged in willful or persistent 
conduct that is clearly inconsistent with 
the proper performance of a judge’s 
duties, or determine that there is other 
good cause, before issuing a public 
admonition or punishment; (4) expand 
the SCJC’s power to order suspension 
without pay as punishment; (5) give 
the chief justice of the Texas Supreme 
Court the power to select the appellate-
court justices to serve on a tribunal to 
review the SCJC’s recommendation for 
the removal or retirement of a person 
from office, without any requirement 
that each court of appeals designate one 
of its members for consideration by the 
chief justice; and (6) direct the Texas 
Supreme Court and Governor to appoint 
SCJC members to initial terms of two, 
four, and six years starting on January 
1, 2026, with the succeeding terms to be 

six years, so that upon completion of the 
initial terms, the SCJC will be composed 
of members serving staggered six-year 
terms. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment regarding 
the membership of the State 
Commission on Judicial Conduct, the 
membership of the tribunal to review 
the commission’s recommendations, 
and the authority of the commission, 
the tribunal, and the Texas Supreme 
Court to more effectively sanction 
judges and justices for judicial 
misconduct.”

Proposition Number 13
(SJR 2)

SJR 2 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to increase the mandatory 
homestead exemption from property 
taxation for general elementary and 
secondary public school purposes from 
$100,000 to $140,000 of the market 
value of the residence. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: 
“The constitutional amendment to 
increase the amount of the exemption 
of residence homesteads from ad 
valorem taxation by a school district 
from $100,000 to $140,000.”

Proposition Number 14
(SJR 3)

SJR 3 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to require the legislature 
to establish a new state agency, the 
Dementia Prevention and Research 
Institute of Texas (DPRIT). The 
proposed amendment would create the 
Dementia Prevention and Research Fund 
to be administered by DPRIT. Under the 
proposed amendment, DPRIT would 
be responsible for awarding financial 
grants for research on and the prevention 
and treatment of dementia, Alzheimer’s 
disease, Parkinson’s disease, and related 
disorders. The proposed amendment 
would also authorize the Texas 
Comptroller of Public Accounts to 
transfer $3 billion from the state general 
revenue fund to the Dementia Prevention 
and Research Fund. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment providing 
for the establishment of the Dementia 
Prevention and Research Institute 
of Texas, establishing the Dementia 
Prevention and Research Fund to 
provide money for research on and 

prevention and treatment of dementia, 
Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s 
disease, and related disorders in this 
state, and transferring to that fund $3 
billion from state general revenue.”

Proposition Number 15
(SJR 34)

SJR 34 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to affirm that a parent has 
the responsibility to nurture and protect 
the parent’s child and the corresponding 
fundamental right to exercise care, 
custody, and control of the parent’s child, 
including the right to make decisions 
concerning the child’s upbringing.

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment affirming 
that parents are the primary decision 
makers for their children.”

Proposition Number 16
(SJR 37)

SJR 37 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to provide that only United 
States citizens are allowed to vote in 
Texas elections. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment clarifying 
that a voter must be a United States 
citizen.”

Proposition Number 17
(HJR 34)

HJR 34 proposes a constitutional 
amendment to allow the legislature 
to exempt from property taxation, 
in counties that border the United 
Mexican States, the portion of a real 
property’s assessed value that arose 
from the installation or construction 
of border security infrastructure and 
related improvements. The proposed 
amendment would authorize the 
legislature to define “border security 
infrastructure” and prescribe additional 
eligibility requirements for the 
exemption. 

The proposed amendment will 
appear on the ballot as follows: “The 
constitutional amendment to authorize 
the legislature to provide for an 
exemption from ad valorem taxation 
of the amount of the market value 
of real property located in a county 
that borders the United Mexican 
States that arises from the installation 
or construction on the property of 
border security infrastructure and 
related improvements.”

Published by The Office of the Texas Secretary of State, www.VoteTexas.gov , 1/800-252-VOTE (8683)

PUBLIC NOTICE (CONTINUED)
Brief Explanatory Statements of Proposed Constitutional Amendments Special Election, November 4, 2025

(CONTINUED)

Thursday, September 11, 2025              A5THE BELTON JOURNALThursday, September 11, 2025              A5

Belton High’s Claudia Knox named Region 12 Outstanding Principal

Special to the Journal 

Belton ISD recently 
announced that Belton 
High School Principal 
Claudia Knox has been 
selected as the Texas 
Association of Second-

ary School Principals 
(TASSP) Region 12 Out-
standing Principal of the 
Year.

This distinction plac-
es Knox among the top 
campus leaders in Texas. 
Each year, TASSP hon-
ors principals and assis-
tant principals from the 
state’s 20 Education Ser-
vice Center regions who 
go above and beyond in 
serving students, staff 
and their communities. 
Because honorees are 
nominated and chosen 
by their peers, the award 
stands as a powerful affir-
mation to Knox’s impact 
and leadership.

As the Region 12 
winner, Knox will now 
move forward as a con-
tender for the statewide 
title of Texas Principal of 
the Year. The recognition 
highlights her dedication 
to Belton High School 
and affirms her reputation 
as a leader who inspires 
excellence across Belton 
ISD and beyond.

Knox has been a re-
spected leader in educa-
tion for 29 years, includ-
ing 21 years in Belton 
ISD. She has served at 
Belton High School for 
the past 14 years and is 
widely admired for her 
student-centered ap-

proach and ability to 
foster both academic 
achievement and a strong 
school culture.

Respected across 
the district as a dynamic 
leader and tireless cham-
pion for students, Knox 
has driven initiatives that 
expand opportunities, 
strengthen school culture 
and prepare students for 
lasting success.

“Leadership is never 
a solo act. Being recog-
nized as TASSP Region 
12 Principal of the Year is 
a testament to the collec-
tive effort of our teachers, 
students and families who 
inspire me daily,” Knox 

said.
Superintendent Dr. 

Malinda Golden cele-
brated the announcement, 
saying, “Claudia is the 
kind of leader who makes 
an entire school commu-
nity stronger. She’s stu-
dent-centered, she pours 
into her staff and she nev-
er stops pushing for ex-
cellence. We couldn’t be 
prouder to see her passion 
and impact recognized on 
the state stage.”

Belton ISD Execu-
tive Director of Second-
ary Campus Leadership 
Ben Smith added, “Clau-
dia leads with both heart 
and vision. She has a 

unique ability to con-
nect with students while 
empowering her staff to 
innovate and grow. Her 
recognition as Region 12 
Outstanding Principal of 
the Year is a reflection of 
the impact she makes ev-
ery single day at Belton 
High School.”

All regional winners 
will be honored at the 
Jostens Night of the Stars 
Awards Dinner, held dur-
ing the TASSP Summer 
Workshop in June 2026. 
Each recipient will be 
recognized with an award 
and featured in a com-
memorative yearbook.

Belton ISD art teachers to showcase work in inaugural exhibit 

Claudia 
Knox

Special to the Journal 

Belton ISD art teachers are 
stepping into the spotlight for 
the first time with an exhibit 
at the Cultural Arts Center 
(CAC) in Temple. The public 
is invited to an opening recep-
tion on Friday, September 12, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the CAC, 
located at 3011 North 3rd St. in 
Temple. The show will remain 
on display in the gallery for 
about a month.

Eleven of the district’s 
art teachers—representing el-
ementary, middle and high 
school campuses—will have 
pieces featured in the exhibi-
tion. Artwork spans a variety 
of mediums and styles, from 

realism to expressionism, in-
cluding painting, collage and 
mixed media. Pieces will be 
available for purchase, with 
proceeds shared between the 
artist and the CAC.

The idea for the exhib-
it came from Lake Belton 
High School art teacher Em-
ily Simeroth, who wanted to 
create a space for teachers to 
model what they ask of their 
students—to put themselves 
out there, share their work, and 
be part of the larger art com-
munity.

“We encourage our stu-
dents to take risks, share their 
creativity, and be account-
able for their work,” said Tab 

Lloyd, art teacher at Belton 
New Tech @Waskow. “It felt 
important to model that for 
them. This experience helps us 
empathize with what students 
go through when they stand 
beside their art at competitions 
or community events. It’s a 
way of showing them that 
we’re in it with them.”

For Lake Belton High 
School art teacher Alicia Rich-
ardson, the exhibit represents a 
personal milestone. “We never 
get a chance to show what we 
do. I’ve sold my work on Etsy, 
but I’ve never been in a gal-
lery. I’m so excited to do this!” 
Richardson said. Her series of 
paintings, collages and water-

colors focuses on roadrunners, 
inspired by Texas wildlife 
and scenery. “I want people 
to feel inspired when they see 
my work. Art has always been 
about finding beauty in what’s 
around us and expressing that 
in new ways.”

Belton ISD Fine Arts Di-
rector Keith Zuehlke said the 
show highlights the depth of 
talent among the district’s ed-
ucators. “Our art teachers are 
not only gifted instructors—
they are accomplished artists 
in their own right. This show-
case allows the community to 
see the creativity and passion 
that our teachers bring into 
classrooms every day. It’s an-

other example of how Belton 
ISD Fine Arts connects learn-
ing with real-world experi-
ences.”

The exhibit is being co-
ordinated by Simeroth and 
Kandice Harris, Director of 
Visual and Performing Arts 
at the CAC. Organizers hope 
the show becomes a tradition 
alongside the district’s other 
art showcases, including a jur-
ied event planned for February 
at the Grace Gallery.

“We’d love to pack the 
house for this opening,” Lloyd 
said. “The more the commu-
nity shows up for our teachers, 
the more that spotlight filters 
down to our students.”
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Fundraiser for the 175th
Anniversary of Belton FUMC

SEPT 
20

Belton FUMC, Sat. Sept 20  
Family Life Center  
10 am - 2 pm  
Lunch available  
11 am - 1 pm  
(love offering accepted, sponsored by 
Methodist Men) 

Item examples - artwork, candles, seasonal holiday decorations, 
bedding, household decor, gift baskets, dishes, collectibles and more. 
Shop early for Christmas!  
Item tables closing bid deadlines will be staggered throughout the 
sales hours so you can come and go early or stay until the end.

Boots & Turquoise benefi ts Our Hospice House
By Michele WeismanBy Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

The Boots & Turquoise benefit 
for Our Hospice House was hosted 
at the Barge Ranch on Saturday 
evening, Sept. 6. 

Our Hospice House founders, 
Jennifer Bates, RN, FNP, and her 
husband, Jeff Bates, MD, invited 
the community for their first fund-
raiser as Our Hospice House enters 
its third year of operation.

“My grandmother passed away 
when I was 14, and that was my 
first introduction to hospice. At the 
same time, my dad was also diag-
nosed with lung cancer,” said Jen-
nifer Bates, the visionary for the 
three-bedroom hospice home.

“I’ve been a hospice nurse for 
25 years and nurse practitioner for 
13 years. I saw a huge need for hos-
pice in our area. Most people think 
of hospice, think of really elderly 

people. But hospice serves every-
one. My heart really goes out for 
the young moms who have breast 
cancer, who certainly don’t want to 
pass away at home,” she added.

Jeff Bates, MD, said, “We are 
the fastest growing, most success-
ful hospice house in the country. 
Our Hospice House has cared for 
more than 140 patients and thou-
sands of family members. This 
house is entirely donor supported.”

Carolyn Williams, a promoter 
for the ministry, said about the hos-
pice staff, “These are the most pas-
sionate, lovely people you will ever 
meet.”

Kay Williams, a board mem-
ber, said, “We serve with 24-hour 
round-the-clock care.”

Hillary Hickland, an attendee, 
said, “Tonight’s fundraiser of Our 
Hospice House was a wonderful re-
minder of how beautiful it is when 
a community comes together to 

care for those in need.” 
The outdoor setting accommo-

dated 32 tables seating 250 guests. 
Ticket prices were $150 with the 
option to purchase a full table for 
$1,000.

The self-serve dinner was 
green beans, sausage, brisket, and 
potato salad. Homemade desserts 
of cookies, frosted quick breads, 
and pecan pie were pre-plated.

The Leon River Band played as 
guests arrived and dined.

Some of the live auction items 
were a Serrano Wine Basket, Texas 
blue topaz jewelry, a Benelli shot-
gun, a crocheted blanket, and a 
bourbon and whiskey basket.

To learn more about Our Hos-
pice House, visit their website, 
OurHospiceHouse.org, or call 254-
500-7123. They serve guests dur-
ing the last 30 days of their lives. 
They are part of THE LORDS WORK 
INC a 501 (c)(3) non-profit.

BELTON JOURNAL/Michele Weisman 
Jeff Bates, MD and Jennifer Bates, RN, FNP, 
founders of Our Hospice House, pause for a photo 
at Saturday evening’s Boots & Turquoise benefi t 
for the donor-supported facility. 

Knights of Columbus hold fi sh fry fundraiser
By Michele WeismanBy Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

The Knights of Co-
lumbus held a fi sh fry at 
Christ the King Catholic 
Church on Friday, Sep-
tember 5, from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Proceeds fund local 
and international charities, 
and support Christ the King 
Catholic Church.

“We are open to ev-
erybody, anybody in the 
community to come and 
partake,” said Sergio Gami-
no, the Grand Knight for 
Knights of Columbus for 
Christ the King Catholic 
Church Council #7196.

“We don’t evangelize. 
We invite them to come, 
have some fellowship with 
your fellow American, fel-
low Beltonian, and enjoy 
some good food.”

Local charities they 
fund are the St. Vincent de 
Paul food pantry and Our 
Lady of the Angels Mater-
nity Shelter in Temple. 

Referencing the Ma-
ternity Shelter, Gamino 
said, “Last year, we did a 
huge baby drive where we 
raised an entire pickup truck 
load full of baby supplies, 
diapers, wipes, formula, 
clothes, baby bottles, just 
all kinds of stuff for babies. 
Knights of Columbus made 
a huge donation in support 
of the Texas fl oods a few 
months ago.”

The Knights of Co-
lumbus is one of the largest 
supporters of national aid, 
supporting The National 
Wheelchair Foundation, 
Special Olympics, and Hab-
itat for Humanity.

The parking lot was 
packed as diners chose to 
eat at one of the dining ta-
bles while others chose the 
takeout option. Pricing op-
tions range from $14 for an 
adult plate to free for clergy, 
active military, and fi rst re-
sponders in uniform. They 
served coleslaw, fries, fried 
and grilled fi sh, beans, and 

hush puppies.
Irene and Carlos Gon-

zales, a former Knight of 
Columbus, dined with her 
cousin, Stella Santos Friday 
night.

“As a fourth-degree 

knight, I did a little bit of ev-
erything. I cooked fi sh fries, 
French fries, and worked 
in the festival,” said Carlos 
Gonzales.

“The Knights of Co-
lumbus Fish Fry supports 

our church, Christ the 
King,” Irene Gonzales said.

To learn more about 
the Knights of Columbus, 
visit their website kofc.
org or visit Christ the King 
Catholic Church’s front of-

fi ce to be put in contact with 
Sergio Gamino. They are 
a men’s organization that 
supports everyone. Organi-
zations can hire them for a 
relatively low fee to run a 
casino night.

BELTON JOURNAL/Michelle Weisman
ABOVE LEFT: Sergio Gamino, the Grand Knight, leads the Knights of Columbus at Christ the King Cath-
olic Church, ABOVE RIGHT: Carlos Gonzales, former Knight, his wife, Irene Gonzales, and her cousin, 
Stella Santos, enjoy the fi sh fry held by the Knights of Columbus at Christ the King Catholic Church.

New Life Methodist Church of Salado to 
dedicate pavilion and meeting building

Special to the Journal 

On Saturday, Sept. 13 at 11:30 a.m., New 
Life Methodist Church of Salado will host a 
special dedication ceremony for its newly 
completed outdoor pavilion and meeting 
building. The structures are located on the site 
of the church’s future sanctuary, on Williams 
Road across from Salado Middle School.

The large, covered pavilion will be dedi-
cated in loving memory of Judy Lazarus, a 
cherished member of the congregation who 
passed away last year following an extended 
illness. Judy’s legacy of faith, friendship, and 
music will be honored with a performance by 
the Salado Community Chorus, where she 
sang for many years.

Pastor Tom Lathen shared, “This new 
meeting building, a portable structure, marks 
the fi rst permanent footprint on our future 

church home. It will serve as both a church 
o�ice and a gathering space until the sanctu-
ary is built.”

Lay Leader John C. Perry added, “We’re 
excited to share this fi rst step in our journey to-
ward a permanent home, and deeply honored 
to celebrate Judy Lazarus, whose life contin-
ues to inspire us.”

The entire Salado community is warmly 
invited to attend. Guests will enjoy an old-
fashioned picnic lunch, uplifting music, and 
heartfelt fellowship as the church gives thanks 
for its growth and the lives that have shaped 
its mission. 

New Life Methodist Church is a Bible-
based congregation affi liated with the Global 
Methodist Church. Founded three years ago, 
the church currently holds 9 a.m. Adult Educa-
tion and 10 a.m. Worship services each Sun-
day at the Salado Middle School.

“There are 41 initiatives within the six 
pillars that emerged from the May 30-31 re-
treat,” Listi said in a report to the council. 

Connectivity pillar initiatives include 
critical street, trail and sidewalk projects, in-
cluding work on Interstates 14 and 35, Loop 
121, Sixth Avenue, FM 39, Texas 317, Connell 
Street and the Spring Street bridge.

Business development initiatives include 
Imagine Belton projects, utility work at Belton 
Economic Development Corporation proper-
ties, updated building codes, and landscaping, 
murals and sidewalk work.

Quality of life initiatives include devel-

oping a new Parks Master Plan and various 
partnerships to improve historical and cultural 
districts.

Listi said infrastructure initiatives include 
work on water and wastewater master plans, a 
Central Texas Water Alliance and street main-
tenance programs.

Exceptional customer service, marketing 
and educating Belton residents are key initia-
tives to the engagement pillar, and public safe-
ty initiatives include occupancy of the recently 
purchased Miller Heights Elementary School, 
cybersecurity, location of a new fi re station 
and community safety.

Pipe -  From Page A4
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GARAGE
5225 SOUTH 31ST S TREET

T EMPLE , T EXAS 76502
774-7510

General Auto Repair & 

Maintenance

AdriaAdriaAdr n’ian’ia sn’sn’

2101 W. AVENUE M • TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

KEN STAAS
778-2575

M-12173M-12173

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars • Pickups • Trucks • 18 Wheelers 
Motorcycles • Forklifts • Small Tractors

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613

 Jerry Graves TACLA21562E 
310 E. Central Ave.• 254-877-2628

6173 W. Adams Ave. • Ste. C-201 • Temple, TX
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net • www.popelkalaw.com
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Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 • Harker Heights

(254)(254) 698-8751 • 939-5665

Readers
Choice

M-36617

For All 
Your 

Plumbing 
Needs• Commercial/Residential

• New Construction & Remodels
• Sewer lines & Camera Services

NAGY
PLUMBING

254-760-9334

Frank TurneTurneT r, Jr. & Employees

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co.
Home Owned Since 1876

106 South East St. • 939-5791

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

CERAMIC TILE

HARDWOOD

CARPET

VINYL PLANK VINYL

Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies

110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513
(254) 933-9353

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Norman
Building

Materials

939-5132

1010 S. Main St. • Belton

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

SINCE 1945

774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com

I-35 Exit 294B | 778-4285
www.DonRingler.com

BELTON/MORGAN’S POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church              
Apostolic UPC
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church           
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship                  
3087 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933-3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
of the Apostolic Faith
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 818.519.9855

Tapestry Community Church 
of Belton
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.218.4008

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 254.778.8034

~ TEMPLE ~~ TEMPLE ~~ T
Chalice Church - Disciples of Christ
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061

Christ Episcopal Church and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657

Christian Life Church
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

Eighth Street Baptist Church
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. ~ 
254.773.2598

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Methodist Church Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682

New Hope Church  of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 254.742.2181

Oak Park United Methodist Church
5505 South 31st St. ~ 254.773.3021

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church            
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744

Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr.  ~ 254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 254.773.3177

Hamm’s Tile & Marble
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Wesley@HammsTileAndMarble.Com
HammsTileAndMarble.com

Showers, Floors, Walls

254-231-9016254-231-9016254-231-9016254-231-9016

I Had It All, Except What Mattered Most

By the time I hit 40, offi cial-
ly middle-aged, I thought I had life 
neatly sorted out. I fi gured I had 
learned everything I ever needed to 
know, and that from here on out, it 
was just execution. Boy was I wrong.

At that age, work sat squarely at 
the top of my priority list. I was the 
fi rst one in the offi ce, the last one to 
leave, chasing titles and promotions 
like they were holy grails. I was con-
vinced that the hours I logged and 
the sacrifi ces I made were all for my 
wife and kids. cars (yes, a Corvette, 
a 1976), the house, the pool, it was 
easy to justify it all by saying it was 
for them. But truth be told, it was 
more about proving something to 
myself... or maybe to the world.

My job consumed me. A single 
mistake felt catastrophic, and criti-

cism, whether fair or not, cut deep. 
I lived for image and approval. I 
poured myself into my career, leav-
ing less for my family and even less 
for myself unless it was tied to work.

I was a Christian by name, but 
not by practice. I went through the 
motions without letting the faith I 
claimed shape the life I lived.

The result? I lost my marriage 
to divorce and became initially es-
tranged from my children. Work, 
which had been my idol, left me 
empty. Nothing felt truly satisfying.

People often talk about a “come 
to Jesus” moment when they fi rst fi nd 
faith. My moment came not in fi nd-
ing Jesus, but in fi nally choosing to 
follow Him. In the depths of my de-
spair, I realized I didn’t just need to 
change, I needed to be transformed. 
I left the high-stress job behind and 
started anew, eventually launching 
my own business. Progress came 
slowly, often in baby steps, but it 
came, nonetheless.

I returned to church, not out of 
habit but out of hunger. I became a 
lay minister, rediscovering the joy of 
serving. And then came grandchil-
dren, the greatest blessings wrapped 
in tiny hands and wide eyes. Each 
one brought joy that felt like healing. 
I cherished every moment with them, 

though part of me still aches for the 
time I missed with my own kids.

Now retired, I am so far from 
perfect, but I am miles from where 
I used to be. My days are fi lled with 
learning, volunteering, traveling, 
writing, and spending time on the 
things that nourish my spirit. My hope 
is that my life now is Christ-centered. 
I no longer chase approval or worry 
about how others see me.

One verse has guided me 
through this transformation is Phi-
lippians 4:6–7 “Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situ-
ation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.”

To my readers, if you had to 
write this story for yourself where 
would you be today? You are never 
too old to change, my wish for you 
is a hope that you fi nd that peace in 
Christ. Life, on this Earth, is too short 
to live without it.

John C. Perry is the Lay Lead-
er with New Life Methodist Church. 
They meet every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
(Bible Study) and 10 a.m. (Wor-
ship Service) in the Salado Middle 
School at 1169 Williams Rd. 

John C. Perry 

Contact Madison 
today and this space 

can be yours!

Madison Sinclair
254-493-0732 cell

254-939-5457 offi ce
sales@beltonjournal.com
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Courtesy Photo 
Patrol offi cers Nick Perez and Travis King with the Belton Police Department are among the fi rst responders who enjoyed an appreciation lunch at Harper-Talasek 
Funeral Home’s Belton location on Tuesday. The funeral home also hosted a breakfast at its Temple location on Tuesday, and lunch at the Killeen location on 
Wednesday. 
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Artifi cial what?
I have written about Arti-

ficial Intelligence (AI) in the 
past. I don’t understand all 
of the hype or potential uses. 
However, it is a big deal. Some-
one suggested that I invest in 
some well-known companies 
that are involved in AI, so I did, 
and so far I have been quite dis-
appointed.

Perhaps we need AI that 
will make suggestions on what 
to do with your money; “Hey, 
I see you are about to invest 
in this company, the CEO is a 
drunk, they haven’t turned a 
real profit since they started 
and now it appears as if they 
are losing their smartest engi-
neers, how about you go to the 
store and buy a case of Dr Pep-
per, at least you will get some 
enjoyment out of your money.”

I have often wondered how 
birds flying in a big flock could 
make turns and change direc-
tions without the individual 
birds smacking into each other 
and falling to the ground. We 
have some of the smartest cars 

on the planet and we still have 
cars running into each other, 
can we get some AI to fix that?

Perhaps it is my age, or 
my generation, or just that I 
understand how to drive, but I 
do quite well driving without 
all of the aids that are avail-
able. My truck is not that old, 
still quite modern, but it, by de-
sign, didn’t have all the “help-
ful” driving aids on it. I mean, 
if you set the cruise control it 
will drive along, and if some-
one is driving slow in front 
of you it will run right over 
them. If you decide you want 
to change lanes and someone is 
in your blind spot, well that is 
their bad luck, my truck will let 
you clip them and teach them 
a valuable lesson about hiding 
where a good driver can’t see 
you. Since it has none of these 
fancy options I am required to 
actually pay attention and drive 
like I am in full control of the 
vehicle, which is just how I 
want it.

I firmly believe that all 

new drivers learn how to drive 
in a 1970s era vehicle with a 
standard transmission and no 
power options. If you can drive 
one of those you should do fine 
in something a little nicer, but 
learn to drive first.

How about AI that some-
what understands people’s 
shopping needs. I may look up 
a coffee maker, so type in the 
search bar; “fancy $300 cof-
fee maker with timer that I re-
ally don’t need but would like 
nice next to my less fancy $250 
coffee maker”. After scrolling 
through a few pages of these 
options I realize that I don’t 
need another coffee maker, so 
I move on to something else. 
However, the less intelligent 
part of the internet thinks that 
I want to keep shopping for a 
coffee maker for the next six 
weeks. That is understandable, 
however, if I didn’t buy one 
within the first couple of days, 
I have started looking at some-
thing else that I don’t need. So 
if I have bought one, I don’t 

need any more ads for them, if 
I decided that I want a chrome 
four slice toaster with fancy 
lights instead, then I am not 
likely still interested in the cof-
fee maker, so all of those ads 
are just a waste of time.

One thing that is quite help-
ful is the way your search will 
make an attempt to figure out 
your poor attempt at spelling 
something and actually get you 
to where you wanted to go in 
the first place. This would have 
been incredibly helpful back in 
the day when I was needing to 
use a dictionary so I could spell 
a word correctly. I mean I look 
up; “new-monya”, nothing, oh 
that’s right it starts with a “P”, 
why I am not sure, so another 
attempt; “pnew-moinia”, still 
nothing. Then after a lengthy 
monologue with the book, I 
look up “virus” which seems 
to meet my needs, so that be-
comes the word that I use.

I had a job early in my 
life that involved taking cash 
from someone and then making 

change back to them. I learned 
quickly how to accurately do 
this, which actually was quite 
easy. Then it seemed overnight 
that cash registers did this cal-
culation for the clerk. The best 
way to derail this was to give 
the person behind the coun-
ter a bill, but then also empty 
your pocket of change, it re-
quired them to count, which 
they couldn’t do, and they had 
no way of determining what 
to feed the cash register so it 
would tell them what to give 
you back in change. Often you 
could just “suggest” an amount 
and they were happy to hand 
that over, right or wrong. Some 
smarter clerks would actually 
call a manager, not that it was 
any better, but now you had 
two brains trying to determine 
what the bills and change were 
so they could plug in an amount 
to satisfy the mindless register.

I hope everyone has a smart 
week!

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

EDITORIAL

I give great advice. Really, I do. 
Friends call me often to share their prob-
lems and ask for my wisdom. I’m glad 
to help. And it would all be so much 
better, so much more authentic if I ac-
tually followed the advice I give others. 
But talking the talk is easier than walk-
ing the walk… so I typically stick to the 
therapist role. 

For example, my friend texted 
me this morning. She’s feeling over-
whelmed about changes in her life, and 
she’s frozen with anxiety. So I told her 
to make a list of fi ve or six things she 
wants to accomplish today. Then choose 
one of the things, work on it until it’s 
done or she hits a roadblock, then check 
it off and move to another item. At the 
end of the day, even if she doesn’t fi nish 
the list, she’ll have a physical reminder 
of all she accomplished. 

Great idea, don’t you think? Yeah, 
me too. But you know what I don’t al-
ways do? 

Make a list. 
This morning, I was feeling over-

whelmed about writing this article, be-
cause after nearly two decades of writ-
ing this article, I don’t feel like I have 
anything interesting left to say. I’d rather 
just cycle back through my old stories, 
but apparently my editor likes fresh 
ideas. At my age, everything feels stale 
and crusty. Fresh is a luxury. 

I told my friend what a hypocrite I 
am. I told her I was procrastinating this 
article, and she’s the one who suggested 
I write about making lists. Talk about 
turning things around on me. That ad-
vice was for her, not for me. 

I didn’t say that last part to her. I just 
thanked her for her input and ended the 
conversation. 

Then I made a list. And proceeded 
to do everything on the list except write 
this article. I separated the dog’s food 
into baggies. (She eats a raw food diet, 
and it’s easier to freeze and thaw what’s 
needed.) I did some yard work. I logged 
into my work email and checked on a 
few things there, even though I don’t 
have to go to the offi ce until later today. 

I was about to change my sheets 
when I decided, why not just get it over 
with? I opened up my laptop, sat in my 
comfy chair, and started typing this to 
you. And you know what? The thing I 
dreaded most hasn’t been that bad. I’m 
not sure I’ve said much, or at least not 
anything that interesting, but hey. I’m 
almost at my word count. All because 
I made a list. All because, with a little 
encouragement, I took my own advice. 

How many other pieces of sage wis-
dom have I shared but not practiced? If 
I’d tell my daughter or my best friend to 
do something, shouldn’t I do it myself? 
I’m worth the good advice. I’m worth 

the effort. Right? 
I’m going to start talking to myself 

like I’m talking to a friend. I’ll ask my-
self what I’d suggest for someone I care 
about, and remind myself that I’m worth 
caring about. I’ll stop scrolling, turn off 
my phone, and go to sleep. I’ll exercise 
a little, if I can’t do a lot. I’ll be kind to 
myself. I’ll make the list, and celebrate 
the things I checked off, even if it’s only 
half. I will listen to myself.

Because I’ll love others better if I 
love myself well. 

And because I really do give good 
advice.

“Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength. The second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no com-
mandment greater than these.” Mark 
12:30-31

Making a List

We believe in a BETTER We believe in a BETTER 
flooring experience.flooring experience.

LET US FLOOR YOU!

TILE & 
STONE LUXURY 

VINYL
HARDWOOD CARPET

254-933-1313 Bellcountyflooring.Com
6401 St.Hwy 317 Ste. B M-F 8-5:30 Sat: 8-3

Coffee Talk •
Making a List

Coffee Talk •
Making a List

 Renae Brumbaugh Green

We Buy Stocker & Feeder Cattle Daily

The benefits of selling
your cattle to us are:

✓Competitive Pricing – Call for a quote!

✓Cattle are weighted immediately – NO
schrink!
Cattle are weighted immediately – NO
schrink!
Cattle are weighted immediately – NO

✓We are fast! (If you bring your cattle
during regular business operations 

are fast! (If you bring your cattle
during regular business operations 

are fast! (If you bring your cattle

7a.m.-4p.m.)
during regular business operations 
7a.m.-4p.m.)

during regular business operations 

✓Open 6 days a week • Closed Sundays

✓Centrally Located – Save $ on gas!
IH-35

SaladoSalado

XXFM487

FM2115

Call Anytime: 254-527-3342
LLOCATION: 4651 EAST FM 487 - SCHWERTNER,TEXASOCATION: 4651 EAST FM 487 - SCHWERTNER,TEXAS
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Premier GSC - Crafted Precious Metal Dealer
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2601 North Lamar Boulevard, Austin, Texas 78705-4207
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WASHINGTON
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1964 & OLDER UP TO $600*

MEN & WOMEN
CLASS RINGS
UP TO $500*

SILVER DOLLARS
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TEMPLE ROADSHOW
Tuesday - Friday 10a - 6p & Saturday 10a - 3p
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A+ RATINGA+ RATING

oogle
4.9 stars

JEWELRY

ESTATE
DIAMONDS
GOLD, SILVER, & PLATINUM
COSTUME
BROKEN AND UNWANTED!

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES
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Ohio Precious Metals DealerLicense #PM.300729.000
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**THIS IS STRICTLY A BUYING EVENT,
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STATE FARM INSURANCE

Voted Best Insurance Agency in Bell County
101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846
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By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Lady Broncos are 
traveling to Grand Prairie on 
Friday for the annual Ken Gas-
ton Race at the Lake, where 
they will look to build on last 
week’s showing. 

Racing along a three-mile 
course at Waco’s Heart of Tex-
as Soccer Complex, Lake Bel-
ton placed two in the top 10 en 
route to finishing third at the 
Midway Hewitt Kiwanis Invi-
tational. 

Thanks in part to freshman 
Keira Dzenowski, who was fifth 
overall with a time of 20 min-
utes, 24.9 seconds, and sopho-
more Lucy Loa (7th, 20:32.9), 
the Lady Broncos amassed 62 

points to situate themselves be-
hind champion Cleburne (42) 
and runner-up Temple (46) in 
the Class 5A-6A division. 

The junior tandem of Sar-
ah Gray (13th, 21:03.6) and 
Jenna Benedick (16th, 21:06.9) 
and sophomore Alayna Fulton 
(22nd, 21:31.5) also generated 
points for Lake Belton. 

Lady Broncos junior Mad-
elyn Rivas (25th, 21:35.4), 
sophomore Emyle Love (26th, 
21:47.8), sophomore Elizabeth 
Sandlin (34th, 22:16.3), senior 
Clara Hill (42nd, 23:06.0) and 
sophomore Claire Henn (50th, 
23:33.9) also competed, but 
their times did not count to-
ward the team total.

In the boys division, the 
Broncos scored 191 points to 

place seventh.
Wyatt Potts, a junior, had 

Lake Belton’s top time, cross-
ing the finish line in 17:51.4 to 
place 25th, while all four of his 
scoring teammates — sopho-
more Cooper Schels (38th, 
18:16.6), junior Josiah Briggs 
(40th, 18:17.8), sophomore 
Tyler Adkins-Beltran (46th, 
18:29.1) and freshman Drew 
Houston (50th, 18:39.8) — 
were among the top 50.

Rounding out the Broncos’ 
squad was junior Jack McCul-
lagh (53rd, 19:03.3), sopho-
more Efren Romero-Meza 
(56th, 19:13.8), sophomore 
Kyan Whitmire (62nd, 19:45.5) 
and senior Leonardo Piedra 
(67th, 20:35.9).

Killeen Ellison (1st, 39), 

Killeen Harker Heights (2nd, 
41), Temple (3rd, 82) and 
Killeen Chaparral (4th, 89) 
occupied the top spots in the 
standings. 

New Tech was also in at-
tendance, running in the Class 
1A-4A junior varsity division, 
but neither the Dragons nor 
Lady Dragons fielded a full 
team. 

David Martinez, a fresh-
man, had the best outing, plac-
ing 16th with a time of 20:35.1, 
while junior Desmond Long 
(37th, 22:12.6) and freshman 
Zorian Hajduk (85th, 27:05.3) 
followed.

The Lady Dragons were 
paced by senior Claire Thomas 
(9th, 14:40.0) and freshman El-
lie Megoulloa (12th, 14:53.7). 

Daniella Idumebor, a sopho-
more, was 46th (17:30.1) in the 
two-mile race.

Unlike the Broncos and 
Lady Broncos, New Tech will 
take part in today’s Salado Ten-
roc Invitational, but Belton will 
join Lake Belton at Grand Prai-
rie, making the trip for a second 
consecutive week.

The Tigers and Lady Tigers 
participated in last week’s Ger-
ald Richey Invitational hosted 
by UT-Arlington. The event 
also served as the University 
Interscholastic League Region 
II Preview Meet.

Both of Belton’s teams 
landed among the top 10 with 
multiple runners placing in the 

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

After two weeks and two 
wins, the Tigers are finally com-
ing home. 

Belton opened its schedule 
with a pair of victories, punctu-
ating the performance by defeat-
ing host Georgetown 34-26 last 
week, and now, the Tigers will at-
tempt to put on another successful 
show on a familiar field.

Georgetown East View 
comes to town Friday for a 7 p.m. 
start, and if all goes according to 
plan, Belton will celebrate its first 
home win in more than a year by 
evening’s end.

The Tigers lost all five of 
their home games in 2024. Their 
last victory at Belton came in the 
opening round of the 2023 play-
offs, when they beat Austin Tra-

vis 61-6 on Nov. 8.
Last year, the Patriots defeat-

ed the Tigers 48-14, but things 
have changed for Belton. 

Injuries to key players sent 
the Tigers’ season into a tailspin 
a year ago, and they lost seven 
games before recovering to return 
to the playoffs. 

This season, the struggles are 
diminished, and Belton is thriv-
ing. 

Following a 21-17 win at 
Pflugerville Hendrickson in the 
season-opener, the Tigers cruised 
past the Eagles in Week 2 thanks 
in part to an almost flawless 
showing from quarterback Will 
Shepard. 

The junior completed 17 of 
18 passes for 245 yards and three 
touchdowns to go along 53 yards 
rushing and a touchdown on 13 
carries. 

Shepard was complement-
ed by a number of teammates, 
though.

Gavin Ross, a junior receiver, 
was responsible for 159 yards and 
three touchdowns on 10 catches, 
junior running back Javid Planz 
carried the ball 15 times for a 
team-high 61 yards and sopho-
more halfback Cason Morton had 
three carries for 16 yards and a 
score to go with a trio of catches 
for 81 yards.

Defensively, senior Jacob 
Lewis led the team with 10 total 
tackles, including five solo, while 
junior Azian Wilkinson had eight 
total tackles and a fumble recov-
ery.

East View enters the contest 
with a 1-1 record after defeating 
Burnet 42-28 last week, and like 
the Tigers, the Patriots received a 
strong showing from their signal-

caller. 
Cormyc Guerrero, a senior, 

completed 18 of 25 passes for 
226 yards and rushed for another 
66 yards, but East View’s running 
back generated most of the team’s 
points.

Jayvion Clater, a junior, had 
four touchdowns and 53 yards on 
10 carries, while senior teammate 
Blake Honeycutt carried the ball 
16 times for 73 yards and a score. 

The Patriots also produced 
three interceptions in the domi-
nating win that saw them leading 
35-14 following the first three 
quarters. 

Belton did not have as easy 
an encounter versus Georgetown. 

Leading by just a single 
point, 27-26, late in the game, 
Shepard secured the outcome 
with a three-yard run into the end 
zone with nine seconds remaining 

in regulation. The play capped off 
a 98-yard drive that began after 
a potential go-ahead touchdown 
pass for Georgetown was inter-
cepted near the goal line. 

While everything worked out 
in the Tigers’ favor, they strug-
gled offensively in the second 
half after reaching the end zone 
on all three of their possessions in 
the first and second quarters.

Outside of the opening 
half’s first and last drives, 
the squads alternated scores 
throughout the first two quar-
ters thanks in part to Shepard’s 
connection with Ross.

The pair hooked up six 
times in the half for 113 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns with 
the first coming approximately 
four minutes after the Tigers 
forced Georgetown to punt 
away its initial possession. 

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

A team’s improvement is most evident 
between games one and two.

For the Lake Belton Broncos, a 34-28 
loss to the McNeil Mavericks may show 
in the loss column. However, the Broncos 
were much improved overall.

The Broncos looked more improved 
in ball handling and care, having commit-
ted no turnovers and had a balanced offense 
that advanced the ball 385 yards in 47 plays. 

Arrington (AJ) Alexander ran for 143 

yards and two touchdowns, while Josiah 
James threw for 162 yards and two touch-
downs, and Braxtan Cope had two clutch 
touchdown receptions.

“We only had eight possessions, and 
scored 50% of the time,” Lake Belton head 
coach Brian Cope said. “We rotated two 
young quarterbacks, and they managed the 
game really well. We are proud of the ef-
fort that they put into the game plan. Also, 
AJ Alexander had an outstanding game run-
ning the football. We are very proud of that 

Broncos grow in tough loss to 
McNeil, sights set on Killeen

Tigers eyeing Georgetown East View for home opener

Lake Belton finishes third in Midway Invitational

See XC, 
Page B4

See BRONCOS, 
Page B4

Belton sweeps China Spring, 
travels to Gatesville Friday

Broncos Volleyball dispatches 
Rudder, Smithville

By Tony Adams 
The Belton Journal

The fans in attendance during the 
Belton Tigers’ volleyball contest against 
the China Spring Cougars had an oppor-
tunity to witness a significant program 
milestone on Friday afternoon.

In her second year as the libero for 
the Tigers, Miley Davila hit the 500th 
dig milestone during the match as Bel-
ton defeated the Cougars, 3-1.

Scores of the match were 25-23, 25-
16, 17-25, and 25-23.

Emma Harvey used two kills, and 
Ella Tucek drilled an ace to reverse an 

early 8-4 deficit and spurred 9-1 run in 
game one.

With the score at 23-23, a Cougar hit 
a big drive toward outside line. Davila 
dug the ball just an inch above the deck. 
Her teammates took care of the score as 
the play gave Belton game point. The Ti-
gers gained the next point to take a 1-0 
lead in the match.

Belton led throughout game two, as 
they closed the game on a 14-6 run. Kai-
tlyn McCracken, CJ Stites, Brylee Ren-
egar, and Landry Duggan picked up kills 
to aid the Tigers to a 2-0 lead.

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Broncos volley-
ball squad continued to work their way 
toward the end of their non-district this 
week, as they played home matches 
against the Rudder Rangers and Smith-
ville Tigers.

On Friday, Lake stormed into Bron-
co Gymnasium and blitzed Rangers from 
first serve to last as they swept Rudder 
in three games.

Scores of the match were 25-7, 25-
14, and 25-16.

Lake improved their record to 15-
11, while Rudder dropped to 13-17.

On Tuesday, Lake Belton hosted 
Smithville at Bronco Gymnasium.

The Broncos never trailed at any 
point of the match, as they won all three 
games in double-digits.

Scores on Tuesday were 25-9, 25-
10, and 25-10.

Lake jumped out to a 4-1 lead in 
game one, as Abbi Jones had an early 
kill.

The resilience of the Lake Belton 
offensive rang true toward the middle 
of the first game, as Ava Wood, Madi 
Bingham, Morgan Kukulski, and Kai-
tlyn Hutchins registered kills down the 
strength as the Broncos won the opener 
by 16 points.

Lake opened game two with a 4-0 
lead and weathered a short 4-2 Smith-
ville run to answer with nine straight 
points at the end and a total of a 18-5 
run to give the Broncos a 15-point win 
in game two.

Jones, Kukulski, Wood, and Keileigh 
Krueger all registered kills in the set.

The Broncos took a quick 3-0 lead 
in game three, with Hutchins picking up 
a kill and an ace, and Makinzi Johnson 

See LAKE, 
Page B4

See BELTON, 
Page B3



• Vinyl • Hardwood • Laminate
• Carpet • Ceramic Tile

•Vinyl Plank
 5812 S. General Bruce Dr. • floorcosurplus.com  

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm Saturday 9am- 3pm

254.727.4061

Engineered Hardwood
(Starting at $3.00)

Sq. Ft. 
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Financial tips 
for first-time 

college students

Sending your child to 
college is an exciting 
milestone. It may also 
be the first time your 
student will manage 
their own money. 

Don’t worry. With a 
few simple strategies, 
you can help them 
avoid pitfalls: 

Start with a budget. 
Many people use 
the “50/30/20” rule, 
which calls for 50% of 
income toward needs, 
30% for wants and 
20% toward savings 
and financial goals. 

Guide them toward 

smart credit habits. 
That first credit card in 
college can be scary. 
The key is helping 
them understand how 
to use it wisely, ideally 
not overspending, so 
your child is paying 
off the card balance on 
time, every month. 

Pay attention to every-
day expenses. College 
life doesn’t have to 
break the bank. For 
example, remind 
your child to take 
advantage of student 
discounts available at 
restaurants, clothing 
and grocery stores and 
entertainment venues.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®

Sports Briefs
By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Belton recently released its sched-
ule for the upcoming season, and the 
Tigers and Lady Tigers open by hosting 
Waco Midway on Nov. 12 before travel-
ing to Azle for a two-day meet begin-
ning Nov. 20.

Belton ISD venues will host six 
more events before Belton High serves 
as the site for the District 6-5A meet 
Jan. 28.

FUNDRAISER
The seventh-annual Rockin’ for 

Youth benefit for the Clements Boys and 
Girls Club, Belton Tiger Athletic Boost-

er Club and Lake Belton High School 
Athletic Booster Club will be held Oct. 
11 at 301 Thomas Arnold Road in Sala-
do. The event will begin at 5 p.m. 

General admission tickets are $25 
at the door and $20 if purchased in ad-
vance at OutHouseTickets.com.

Kids ages 12 and under are free.

ATHLETIC PASSES
Belton ISD family passes are on 

sale for $75 and can be purchased at the 
Belton High School field house or at the 
Belton ISD administration office. 

The pass allows the owner and all 
immediate family members entry into 
any Belton ISD athletic event played at 
home, excluding football games. 

District begins for BISD tennis teams; 
Tigers, Broncos and Dragons dominate preseason
By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal 

Belton ISD’s tennis 
teams are off to a strong 
start this fall, with the Ti-
gers, Broncos, and Dragons 
all showing promising per-
formances as district play 
begins. 

The Belton Tigers be-
gan their district campaign 
with an impressive road 
victory at Chaparral High 
School. The team came out 
strong in doubles, winning 
the majority of matches and 
setting the tone for the rest 
of the competition. In sin-
gles play, the Tigers contin-
ued their momentum, drop-
ping only two matches out 
of twelve to secure a deci-
sive 16-3 win. The victory 

puts Belton at 1-0 in district 
play and 4-4 overall for 
the season. The team has 
shown that it can perform 
well under pressure, blend-
ing experienced players 
with emerging talent.

The Lake Belton Bron-
cos have been equally im-
pressive, remaining unde-
feated through the early 
portion of the season. Their 
most recent match against 
University was a dominant 
19-0 victory, with the Bron-
cos winning all seven dou-
bles matches and all twelve 
singles matches. Despite 
some closely contested 
games, the young team 
demonstrated composure 
to emerge victorious in ev-
ery matchup. The Broncos’ 
next district match will be 

at Belton High on Tuesday, 
September 9, where they 
will look to maintain their 
perfect record.

The Belton New Tech 
Dragons have faced a more 
challenging schedule but 
continue to show persis-
tence and potential. In a 
recent home match against 
Cameron, the Dragons 
fought hard in doubles, 
with Leland Moore and 
Zaylen Kimball claiming a 
hard fought victory to ex-
tend their winning streak.

Singles play also 
featured standout perfor-
mances, with Moore and 
Jett Lopez picking up key 
wins, and Grant Wiseman 
taking an exhibition match. 
Several other matches were 
extremely close, going to 

third set tiebreakers, and al-
though the Dragons fell just 
short in those contests, the 
team’s effort were evident. 
Currently 1-2 in district and 
2-3 overall, the Dragons are 
preparing to face Marble 
Falls this Thursday at the 
Yvonne Li Tennis Center, 
aiming to bounce back and 
build momentum for the re-
mainder of the season.

As the fall season 
progresses, Belton ISD’s 
tennis teams are showing 
that they have both depth 
and skill across the board. 
With upcoming matches 
and district play intensify-
ing, supporters are encour-
aged to attend and cheer for 
these young athletes as they 
continue to represent their 
schools with pride.
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Belton   -  From Page B1

The Cougars woke up 
early in game three, estab-
lishing a nine-point lead. 
Belton was unable to get 
a foothold in the game, as 

China Spring took the third 
contest by eight points.

The teams traded the 
lead during game four as 
neither team had more than a 

three-point lead. Belton had 
a 22-19 advantage when the 
teams traded long volleys. 
The Cougars took four of 
the seven rallies. However, 

the Tigers won the final 
rally to clinch the match 
but two. 

“I am extremely proud 
of how the girls battled to-

night,” Belton head coach 
Haleigh Johnson said. “It 
was fun watching Miley 
getting the 500th dig at a 
huge time, and the team ral-

lied for a big night.”
Belton will travel to 

Gatesville to take on the 
Hornets on Friday at 4:30 
pm.



B4														              Thursday, September 11, 2025THE BELTON JOURNAL

GOOD. Water normal 
stain; 87 degrees; 0.13 feet 
above pool. Water surface tem-
perature is likely the hottest we 
will see for 2025 now that there 
are multiple cold fronts due in 
the next week. The drastic drop 
in water level and increased wa-
ter temperature has adversely 
impacted the white bass fishing 
for the time being. Any concen-
trations of fish and shad are very 
hard to come by. Life seems to 
be scattered between 25-30 feet 
deep over the entire lake. White 
bass fishing is poor right now 
and likely to remain so until the 
release of water is finalized. Per-
haps two in three mornings will 
see some light topwater action 
as white bass force shad to the 
surface for about 30 minutes ei-
ther side of sunrise on Cork Rigs 
equipped with Sandy Sandwich 
streamers. Downriggers rigged 
with #12, or #13 Pet Spoons 
are the way to go to cover lots 
of ground; when fish are found, 
work that area until you stop 
catching, then down-rig again 
to find another concentration of 
fish. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Ser-
vice. Catfish are good. Anglers 
can find blue catfish around 
points and river channels in 10-
25 feet of water. Larger fresh 
cut baits have been effective 
for trophy-size fish. Eater fish 
under 10 pounds can be caught 
slow-drifting with small cut shad 
along ledges and river channels. 
Channel catfish are great on 
punch bait in 10-20 feet of water. 
Flatheads are good on live bait 
in shallow water around river 
mouths. Report by Brian Worley, 
B&S Catfishing.

FAIR. Water stained; 87-
88 degrees; 0.58 feet above pool. 
Dropping about 0.04 feet per day 
with a 200+ CFS release ongo-
ing. Water surface temperature 
is likely the hottest we’ll see for 
2025, given multiple cold fronts 
due in the next 10 days. USACE 
has reopened all boat ramps ex-
cept Cedar Gap near the FM3481 
bridge. The drastic drop in water 
level and increased water tem-
perature has adversely impacted 
the white bass fishing for the time 
being. Any concentrations of fish 
and shad are very hard to come 
by. Life seems to be scattered 
between 25-30 feet deep over 
the lower two-thirds of the lake. 
White bass fishing is poor right 
now and likely to remain so until 
we get a drop in temperatures. If 
you fish, downriggers rigged with 
#12 Pet Spoons are the way to go 
to cover lots of ground; when fish 
are found, work that area until 
you stop catching, then down-rig 
again to find another concentra-
tion of fish. Keep a Cork Rig with 
Sandy Sandwich streamer handy 
for eruptions of topwater feeding 
by schoolie-sized largemouth and 
white bass. They seem to stay on 
the surface for just moments at a 
time. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Service. 
Fish have been shallow since it 
flooded but with the water reced-
ing, the bass have moved back 
out. Look for grass on humps and 
underwater points and work those 
areas with Texas-rigged worms or 
craws. Working the coves in deep-
er water are producing as well. 
Worms and creature baits work 
well in those areas. Report by Bry-
an Cotter, Texas Hawgs.

Belton Lake Stillhouse
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young man and his devel-
opment, both on and off the 
field.”

The Broncos defense 
allowed 484 yards in 49 
plays. Braxtan Cope came 
up huge with 16 tackles, 
Gavin Stewart had 10 tack-
les, and Gavin Owens add-
ed nine stops. 

“Both safeties played 
outstanding,” Cope said. 
“We are proud of how they 
are doing in the secondary 
trying to lead. We still are 
continuing to give up too 
many big plays and that 
needs to be fixed come dis-
trict.  Our defensive line is 
doing a good job as well of 
keeping people off our line-
backers.   They collectively 

as a group are improving.”  
The improvement of a 

team is most evident from 
game one to game two. 
Cope agreed that the team 
battled throughout the 48 
minutes and showed many 
signs of improvement.

“We did not play ner-
vous against a good foot-
ball team, and our kids left 
it out there,” Cope said. 
“This is a team that has 
great chemistry, and now it 
will be tested.  We are look-
ing forward to seeing their 
response. “  

It is another Thursday 
night affair, this time with 
the Killeen Kangaroos. The 
Roos were involved with 
a nailbiter against Ellison, 
where neither team scored 
in the second half. Killeen 
gave up 241 yards passing 
and 233 yards rushing and 
yielded three touchdowns 
(all passing). 

“They run a 3-3 stack 
scheme that has some 
similarities to last week’s 
scheme in McNeil,” Cope 
said. “We have to be able 
to win first down again and 
put us in manageable situ-
ations.   It will be good to 
have our starting quarter-
back back (Maverik Mad-

dux), so that he can be 
ready when district comes 
here in two weeks.”  

The Roos scored twice 
in the second quarter but 
could not convert in the 
second half. 

“They are a spread 
team that can be electric 
when the ball gets in their 
hands,” Cope said. “Once 
again, we have to limit the 
explosive plays to try and 
help win this tough con-
test.”  

Being a Thursday 
game, the first home game 
for the Broncos should be a 
lively affair with both teams 
battling for their first wins. 
A win for Lake, matched 
with an early bye week, 
would go a long way to get-
ting the Broncos healthy 
heading into the district 
opener against Rouse. 

“It is a big week for 
our kids,” Cope said. “It is 
Senior Night for a special 
group of young men. They 
have given a lot to this pro-
gram and proud of them 
and all that they are doing.  
As the old adage goes: “It is 
not how you start it is how 
you finish.” I have a feeling 
this will prove very true for 
the Broncos this year.”

Broncos  -  From Page B1

top 50.
The Lady Tigers were 

eighth among the Varsity, 
Division II field with 167 
points.

Isabella Warner, 
a sophomore, was the 

team’s first member to 
cross the finish line, post-
ing a 22nd-place time of 
23:38.0, while sopho-
more Ai Kirkland (30th, 
23:34.3), senior Destiny 
Schutz (45th, 25:18.4), 
junior Roxanna Delgado 
(47th, 25:24.3) and ju-
nior Fancy Jamie (53rd, 
25:35.8) rounded out the 
team total.

Additionally, junior 
Nataly Valdez (54th, 
25:37.3), freshman Ayla 
Wakershauser (55th, 
25:40.3), sophomore 
Lilian Baggett (57th, 
25:51.0) and sophomore 
Madyson Hartnett (69th, 

26:54.7) also competed 
for Belton. 

Occupying the top 
three spots were Frisco 
Wakeland (1st, 20), Fris-
co Liberty (2nd, 88) and 
Rockwall-Heath (3rd, 
96).

In the boys Division 
II race, senior Paul Mar-
ingathuparambil (33rd, 
18:41.9) led the Tigers to 
a ninth-place showing with 
249 points.

He was complement-
ed by juniors Ezra Kahler 
(40th, 18:55.7), Alex-
ander Castelan (69th, 
20:07.6) and Hayden 
Brown (72nd, 20:11.6) 

and sophomore Harrison 
Booher (78th, 20:32.7).

All finishing within 
40 seconds of each other, 
sophomores Nelson Fu-
nez (80th, 20:47.3) and 
Marcus Hernandez (81st, 
20:51.1), senior Rosario 
Parra (82nd, 20:53.6), 
junior Jose Perez-Diaz 
(85th, 21:03.8) and fresh-
man Luke Roberts (88th, 
21:26.1) also competed 
for Belton.

Dallas Highland Park 
earned the team title with 
53 points, beating out 
Frisco Wakeland (2nd, 
58) and Cypress Springs 
(3rd, 60).

XC -  From Page B1

Lake  -  From Page B1
having collected a kill.

Hutchins, Jones, Wood, Bing-
ham, and Kruz Smith each had kills 
down the stretch. Bingham and Na-
talia Partida had multiple assists as 
well.

“It was another opportunity 
for the team to get stronger and 
supported each other well,” Lake 
Belton head coach Allison Waits 
said. “I am really happy that we 
were able to keep the level of play 
throughout the game. While we 
were practicing yesterday (Mon-
day), for the specific areas that 
we were workings on, I told them 
to use tonight as an opportunity to 
work on those things.”

Lake recorded multiple runs 
throughout the match. In game one, 
the Broncos had runs of 5-1 and 15-
5. In game two, Lake logged runs 
of 4-0, 8-3, and 9-1. In game three, 
Lake registered stretches of 7-2, 
and 14-4.

“In a game like this, it gives 
the team opportunities,” Waits said. 
“We are always thinking about the 
future for outsides and liberos.”

Lake Belton has three games 
left on their non-district schedule: 
Friday afternoon at 4:30 pm at West, 
Tuesday at Bronco Gymnasium against 

China Spring at 6:30 pm, and at Pfluger-
ville Weiss on Sept. 19 at 6pm.

The Broncos start District 16-5A 
play on Sept. 23 at Belton.
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopti ng the Take Me Home Program, 
aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home aft er getti  ng lost. The 
program is a database with photos and personal informati on to help police offi  cers fi nd someone who 
is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need addi-
ti onal aid including those with Dementi a, Auti sm or specifi c mental health needs. It’s free to register 
someone and the data is kept confi denti al to fi rst responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.
beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read more about the program here: htt ps://www.beltontexas.gov/
news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplati ng suicide, press opti on 1 for assis-
tance with military/veteran populati on. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, ab-
ducti on or domesti c violence or physically incapable. Providing locati on, city name and nature of the 
emergency in the fi rst message is imperati ve. For further educati on on this service, don’t hesitate to 
call 254-933-5500. 

Citi zens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. 
to join.

Belton Citi zens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. 
Apply online to be a part of this exciti ng program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from 
stealing your money and personal informati on. Share the informati on with your loved ones & Slam the 
Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for ti ps. 

Dementi a/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 
E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for acti viti es while caregivers discuss 
and help each other during this diffi  cult ti me. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two The Cultural Activities Center
premier music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep 
at the Wheel and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in 
both the Texas Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical 
Music Series. Some old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, 
and many new performers also will be playing the CAC stage. For more infor-
mation, please visit https://www.cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 
2025 Texas Music Series lineup in next weeks edition of the newspaper.

Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:
AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent 
in his joyous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instru-
ment.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots mu-
sic landscape for more than 50 years. 

SHINYRIBS - Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defi es genres as a melting pot of Texas 
blues, New Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border 
music, big band swing and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series 
includes four big shows.

Stronger Together Gala - Sept 11
Mark your calendars, shine your boots, and get ready for a night to remember! 
The fi rst-ever Stronger Together Gala is coming to the Frank W. Mayborn Civic 
& Convention Center in Temple on Thursday, September 11, 2025 — and 
you’re invited to eat, drink, dance, and make a diff erence. And while you’re 
two-stepping the night away, you’ll also be helping raise money to support 
mental health awareness and resources right here in our community. Your ticket, 
table, or auction donation will help benefi t two extraordinary organizations ded-
icated to mental and behavioral health: the Intrepid Spirit Center at Fort Hood 
and the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Central Texas – Temple 
Chapter. For tickets, tables, and donation info, visit www.StrongerTogetherGala.
org.

Bell County Master Gardeners - Sept 11 
This month’s Herb Study Group dives into the fascinating world of Elderber-
ry! Join us for an interactive round-table discussion where we’ll explore uses, 
benefi ts, and creative ways to enjoy this powerhouse plant. As always, sharing is 
encouraged- bring along your favorite herbs, bottles or recipes to add to the fun 
and inspiration.
The informative event will be available Thursday, September 11, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
or Wednesday, September 17, 10:00-11:30 a.m. at AgriLife Extension Grounds- 
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main, Belton. Register at https://forms.gle/wkjFFWd-
cLacEeQiD9.

Bell County Master Gardeners - Sept 16
Ready to grow your garden in new ways? Join the Bell Master Gardeners and 
Harker Heights Parks and Recreation for a free evening seminar with Master 
Gardener Dave Slaughter as he discusses Plant Propagation and how to multiply 
your plants with confi dence. We’ll cover both sexual and asexual propagation 
methods, then roll up our sleeves for a hands-on workshop practicing soft stem 
cutting techniques.on Tuesday, September 16, 6:00-7:30 p.m. at Harker Heights 
Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. Register at txmg.org/bell/

Central Texas Republican Women - Sept 17 
Central Texas Republican Women invites you to attend our next “RED ROOF 
Connections Lunch Break” on Wednesday, September 17th at MasFajitas at 
1902 SW HK Dodgen Loop in Temple.  Come and enjoy Mexican food, margar-
itas, and the
 good company of friends and neighbors while supporting our local small 
businesses. The event is on Wednesday, September 17thth from 11:00 a.m. until 
1:00pm.  Join us for a conversation about policy, legislation, local politics, or 
whatever is on your mind as a community member. Let’s chat. Beverage and 
food purchases are on your own. The conversation is free. We look forward to 
meeting you. For more information about Central Texas Republican Women, 
visit www.ctrw-pac.com.

Firehouse Chili & Salsa Copetition - Sept 20
Mark your Calendar: On Saturday, September 20th, we have scheduled our 
annual Firehouse Chili and Salsa Competition, at Kleypas Park, by the Swim-
ming Pool, in Morgan’s Point Resort on Morgan’s Point Boulevard. The event is 
one of our annual fundraisers; and we’re focusing this year’s funds to purchase 
accessories for the new Brush Truck - FIONA. Questions contact kastagne@att.
net. Cook Team, Sponsor-Supporter, Vendor, Auction Contributor forms can be 
found at: morganspointresorttx.com/civicalert

Movies in the Park - Sept 20
The Parks & Recreation Department hosts the Movie in the Park series each 
year. Movies and activities are free and open to the public.Encanto will be 
shown at Harris Community Park, 312 N. Alexander, Belton. For more informa-
tion contact Belton Parks & Recreation at 254-933-5860.

MPR Explorer - Sept 25
The MPR Explorers (sponsored by the Mary Ruth Briggs Library) is holding 
their monthly “Conversation over Coff ee” with Interim Fire Chief Shane Sibley, 
on Thursday, September 25 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the Garrett and Mic 
Hill Event Center (60 Morgan’s Point Road).

Celebrating the Oktoberfest Season - Oct 4
This family-friendly celebration and fundraiser for the Friends of the Mary Ruth 
Briggs Library will be part of the City’s Community Yard Sale and features Jam 
Session Challenge for volunteer musicians and singers, Beginner’s line dance 
class and open dancing, German food contest, Bold Republic Brewing and much 
more. MPR Page Turner’s Party & Fundraiser – Celebrating the Oktoberfest 

Activities & EventsLoc
al

Season on Oct 4, 2025, 100 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. at Ansay Park (between Thistle and Lake Forest 
Drive), Morgan’s Point Resort. Email volunteers.mpr@gmail.com with any questions.

McDowell Cemetary Association - Oct 4
The annual mettof the McDowell Cemetary Associatio is scheduled for Saturady, Oct 4, 2025, 
10:00 a.m. in the the sanctuary of Nolan Valley Baptist Church, 13206 FM 93, Belton, located near 
the cemetary. The association continues to solicit funds or any input about past burials. Inquiries 
or donations may be sent to John Alexander at McDowell Cemetary Association, 706 N Main St, 
Belton, Tx 76513. If you have any questions or comments contact Mr. Alexander at 254-541-4349.

Family Camp Out - Oct 24 - 26
Roll up your sleeping bags and hit the trail for a campout at Heritage Park. Activities include fi sh-
ing, kayaking, and s’mores.  This year we are off ering an extended weekend of fun, Saturday-Sun-
day, October 24-26, 2025. Stay tuned for registration information from Bellton Pars & Recreation.

Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-North) meets at CTCOG, 2180 N. Main St, Belton 
on the 2nd and 4th Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. All are welcome, and there is no 
membership cost. The Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-West) meets at St. Andrews 
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 206 W Fowler Ave, Killeen on the 1st and 3rd Fridays 
from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. For more information contact Gayle Shull at GayleInBelton@
gmail.com or (254) 718-4197.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each mont at VFW 3859. Dinner is served 
at 6:30 p.m. and metting will begin at 7:00 p.m. 201 VFW Dr, Harker heights, Tx 76548. Email 
commandant@mcl1249tx.comfor more inforamtion.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on TUESDAY, Sept. 9th and Sept. 
23rd  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital.   Use the entrance on the Valet parking side of the hos-
pital and take the elevator to the 5th fl oor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters 
and those suff ering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of 
information .  For more information, call 254-771-3638

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways you can help 
make a diff erence for our hospice patients. You can provide companionship, listen to music, read, 
reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. 
Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group occurs 
weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones to join. Loved ones will be 
doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining together to better understand and learn 
tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daughters Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 
4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday of every month 
at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in Belton. Join us in our 
vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich historical heritage for current and future 
generations. We are dedicated to initiating and conducting programs that preserve and celebrate the 
county’s historic cultural resources in alignment with state laws governing historical preservation 
in Texas. Our community resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery infor-
mation, historical markers and monument records. Our services include information on historic 
preservation, educational programming, history community outreach and partnerships. We wel-
come you to join other history minded folks and get involved by serving on one of our committees 
that consist of preservation, cemetery, markers and education. To volunteer or for more informa-
tion  please visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or visit the offi  ce 
located in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come down to No-
lan Creek and show off  your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive 
enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded 
by live music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in Belton. 
Majong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new 
folks. For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America
at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone 
interested in crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested 
in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National 
Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of 
each month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from 
local and state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program 
focuses on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team build-
ing. Do you have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton 
is here to make that diff erence. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 
254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are 
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members 
to get involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership 
system at the following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.
aspx?app=0. 

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 
pm at the Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St., Belton.

Community Information

"To join or for more information, please call: 
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or email at: pringlem@msn.com.

Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com."

Newcomers Club Activities

CAC announces 
2025 concert lineups

09/11: 42 Dominoes, 
            Mexican Train Dominoes
09/12: TGIF Lunch
09/15: Snack Time Mah Jongg
09/16: Bunco
09/17: Popcorn Bridge
09/18: Meet &amp; Greet, 
           42 Dominoes
09/20: Exploring Wine

09/22: Well Read Woman, 
            Monday Canasta
09/23: Singing Bluebonnets
09/24: Crochet/Knit, Fun Lunch
09/25: 42 Dominoes, 
           Mexican Train Dominoes
09/26: Trailblazers Walking Group
09/27: Jimmy’s Egg
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MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. 
Apply in person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 
603 South First in Temple. Pay based on expe-
rience
TFN

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00563

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
CAROL PATRICIA SMALL, Applicant, on 
September 05, 2025, filed an Application 
to Determine Heirship and for Letters of 
Independent Administration in a proceed-
ing styled: VIELKA INDIANA GIBBONS, 
Deceased, and bearing the number 
25CPB00563 in the County Court of Bell 
County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application 
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of 
the day of publication, from the date this cita-
tion is published which will be September 
18, 2025, in the County Court at Law #1 
Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the time 
set for said hearing by filing a written con-
test or answer to said application should they 
desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed 
in the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, 
Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, 
Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for 
applicant is: KAREN VILLANUEVA, 2106 
BIRD CREEK DR TEMPLE TX 76502 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in com-
pliance with the Law, serve it by publication 
once in a newspaper of the general circulation 
in this, the County in which the decedent last 
resided as required by Section 202.052 of the 
Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days 
before the return day hereof, exclusive of the 
day of publication, and the date of publication 
said newspaper bears shall be the day of pub-
lication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on September 08, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, 
TX 76513 
By: Lillian Phillips Deputy 
09.11

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of KATHRYN 
NADINE WEIGE HEGAR, Deceased, 
were issued on August 28, 2025, in Cause 
No. 25CPB00500, pending in the County 
Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell County, Texas, to: 
SONYA Н. SCHNEIDER.
 All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 

required to present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. c/o: DEVON S. LINZY Attorney at 
Law, PO Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503
 DATED the 8th day of September, 2025.
 DEVON S. LINZY Attorney for SONYA N 
SCHNEIDER, State Bar No.: 24086218, PO 
Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503, Telephone: 
(254) 773-1663, Facsimile: (254) 773-2574, 
Email: devon@linzythigpen.com
09.11

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 24CPB00154

TO: JORGE ANTONIO MONTES 
JULIA CACERES HERNANDEZ aka JULIE 
CACERAS HERNANDEZ, Applicant, on 
March 12, 2024, filed an APPLICATION TO 
PROBATE AS A MUNIMENT OF TITLE OF 
WILL MORE THAN FOUR YEARS AFTER 
THE DECEDENT’S DEATH in a proceeding 
styled: HERIBERTO MONTES-DE LEON 
aka HERIBERTO MONTES, JR., Deceased, 
and bearing the number 24CPB00154 in the 
County Court of Bell County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application 
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive 
of the day of publication, from the date this 
citation is published which will be March 
06, 2025, in the County Court at Law #1 
Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the time 
set for said hearing by filing a written con-
test or answer to said application should they 
desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed 
in the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, 
Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, 
Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for 
applicant is: JAY R. BEATTY, 3106 SOUTH 
WS YOUNG DR BLDG D #401, KILLEEN 
TX 76542 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in com-
pliance with the Law, serve it by publication 
once in a newspaper of the general circulation 
in this, the County in which the decedent last 
resided as required by Section 202.052 of the 
Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days 
before the return day hereof, exclusive of the 
day of publication, and the date of publication 
said newspaper bears shall be the day of pub-
lication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on February 28, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road ,
Belton, TX 76513 
By: Sophia Nieto Deputy 
09.11

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters of Guardianship of BARBARA R. 
DICKERSON, an Incapacitated Person, were 
issued on August 25, 2025, in Cause No. 
25CPB00097, pending in the County Court at 
Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, to: DARYL 
B. DICKERSON. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned 

within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. 
c/o: ESTATE OF BARBARA R. 
DICKERSON DARYL B. DICKERSON, 
GUARDIAN, 403 Patrick Dr., South Newark, 
OH 43055 
DATED the 4 day of Sept., 2025. 
J. ERIC STOEBNER, State Bar No.: 
24046919, 2106 Bird Creek Drive, Temple, 
TX 76502 ,
Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 
771-2082, E-mail: Eric@templelawoffice.com
09.11

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Any Unknown Father and All Whom It 
May Concern, Respondents, in the hereinafter-
styled and -numbered cause: You have been 
sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or 
your attorney do not file a written answer with 
the clerk who issued this citation by 10 a.m. 
on the Monday next following the expiration 
of 20 days after you were served this cita-
tion and petition, a default judgment may be 
taken against you. The Original Petition of the 
Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services, Petitioner, was filed in the 146th 
Judicial District Court of Bell County, Texas, 
on June 18, 2025, against Payton Birdwell and 
Unknown Father, Respondent(s), numbered 
25DFAM354533, and entitled “In the Interest 
of LEI’LANII BIRDWELL, minor child.” 
The suit requests to terminate the parent-child 
relationships and/or to appoint a managing 
conservator of the child. The date and place of 
birth of the child who is the subject of the suit 
is: LEI’LANII BIRDWELL, DOB: August 12, 
2024, Place of birth: Unknown 
The court has authority in this suit to render 
an order in the child’s interest that will be 
binding on you, including the termination of 
the parent-child relationship, the determina-
tion of paternity, and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent to the 
child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attorney 
for plaintiff is Ryan Smith, Bell County 
Attorney’s Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, TX 
76513 
Issued and given under my hand and seal 
of the Court at Belton, Texas, this the 4 day 
of September 2025
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, 
Belton, TX 76513 
By: C. Rodriguez Deputy.
09.11

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION

Case Number 24CPB00447
To: UNKNOWN HEIRS
Tamara Mosley, Applicant, on September 02, 
2025, filed an First Amended Application 
to Determine Heirship and for Letters of 
Independent Administration – Instestate 
in a proceeding styled: JANIE BELL 
HARRIS, Deceased, and bearing the number 
24CPB00447 in the County Court of Bell 
County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application 
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of 
the day of publication, from the date this cita-
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tion is published which will be September 
11, 2025, in the County Court at Law #1 
Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the time 
set for said hearing by filing a written con-
test or answer to said application should they 
desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed 
in the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, 
Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, 
Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for 
applicant is: Jonathan R Jackson, MARCUS 
BEAUDIN 
2109 S CLEAR CREEK RD, KILLEEN TX 
76549 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in com-
pliance with the Law, serve it by publication 
once in a newspaper of the general circulation 
in this, the County in which the decedent last 
resided as required by Section 202.052 of the 
Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days 
before the return day hereof, exclusive of the 
day of publication, and the date of publication 
said newspaper bears shall be the day of pub-
lication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on September 02, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, 
Belton, TX 76513 
By: Lillian Phillips Deputy 
09.11

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00553

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
GUANDA LEE KENNEY, Applicant, on 
September 02, 2025, filed an APPLICATION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATOR, DETERMINATION 
OF HEIRSHIP, AND FOR ISSUANCE 
OF LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION in a proceeding styled: 
DODI HULL BETTIN, Deceased, and bearing 
the number 25CPB00553 in the County Court 
of Bell County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application 
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of 
the day of publication, from the date this cita-
tion is published which will be September 
11, 2025, in the County Court at Law #1 
Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the time 
set for said hearing by filing a written con-
test or answer to said application should they 
desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed 
in the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, 
Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, 
Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for 
applicant is: Phillip E. Romero 109 Daisy 
Path Georgetown TX 78633 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in com-

pliance with the Law, serve it by publication 
once in a newspaper of the general circulation 
in this, the County in which the decedent last 
resided as required by Section 202.052 of the 
Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days 
before the return day hereof, exclusive of the 
day of publication, and the date of publication 
said newspaper bears shall be the day of pub-
lication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on September 02, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, 
TX 76513 
By : Sophia Nieto Deputy 
09.11

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of GLORIA 
JUNE MCGREGOR COMBS, Deceased, 
were issued on August 6, 2025 in Cause No. 
25CPB00411 pending in the County Court-
At-Law No: 1, Bell County, Texas, to:: Kelly 
McGregor. 
All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. 
c/o: Mary Wiley Attorney at Law ,100 W. 
Central Texas Expressway Suite 306, Harker 
Heights, Texas 76548 
DATED the 29 day of August: 2025. 
Mary Wiley Attorney for Kelly McGregor, 
State Bar No.: 24032669, 100 W. Central 
Texas Expressway 
Suite 302, Harker Heights, Texas 
76548, Telephone: (254) 634-6969, Facsimile: 
(254) 634-6587, 
Email: mary@lindleylawoffices.com
09.11

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 24CPB00383

To: Unknown Heirs 
IBRAHIMA GUIRAMA TEMBELY, 
Applicant, on July 30, 2025, filed an 
First Amended Application for Letters of 
Administration in a proceeding styled: SIDI 
YAYA TRAORE, Deceased, and bearing the 
number 24CPB00383 in the County Court of 
Bell County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application 
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of 
the day of publication, from the date this cita-
tion is published which will be September 
11, 2025, in the County Court at Law #1 
Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice 
Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate 
are commanded to appear at or before the time 
set for said hearing by filing a written con-
test or answer to said application should they 
desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed 
in the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, 
Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, 
Texas 76513. 

The name and address of the attorney for 
applicant is: Meghan Victoria Romere, 2901 
Caballo Ranch Blvd Suite 5D, PO Box 1567, 
Cedar Park TX 78641 
 The officer serving this Citation shall, 
in compliance with the Law, serve it by 
publication once in a newspaper of the general 
circulation in this, the County in which the 
decedent last resided as required by Section 
202.052 of the Texas Estate Code, for not less 
than ten days before the return day hereof, 
exclusive of the day of publication, and the 
date of publication said newspaper bears shall 
be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
said Court at office on September 05, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas, PO Box 480 ,1201 Huey Road, Belton, 
TX, 76513 
By: Lillian Phillips Deputy 
09.11

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT 

AND CHILD
To: Any Unknown Father and All Whom It 
May Concern, Respondents, in the hereinafter-
styled and -numbered cause: You have been 
sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or 
your attorney do not file a written answer with 
the clerk who issued this citation by 10 a.m. 
on the Monday next following the expiration 
of 20 days after you were served this citation 
and petition, a default judgment may be taken 
against you. The Original Petition of the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services, 
Petitioner, was filed in the 146th Judicial 
District Court of Bell County, Texas, on June 
30, 2025, against Cynthia Balladares, Carmelo 
Hernandez, Unknown Father, Respondent(s), 
numbered 25DFAM354751, and entitled “In 
the Interest of ISABELLA BALLADARES, 
et al., minor children.” The suit requests to 
terminate the parent-child relationships and/
or to appoint a managing conservator of the 
children. The date and place of birth of the 
children who are the subject of the suit are: 
ISABELLA BALLADARES, DOB: July 2, 
2016, Place of birth: Texas ELIANA SOLIS, 
DOB: March 25, 2022, Place of birth: Texas 
The court has authority in this suit to render 
an order in the children’s interest that will be 
binding on you, including the termination of 
the parent-child relationship, the determina-
tion of paternity, and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent to the 
child’s adoption. 
The name and address of the attorney 
for plaintiff is Susan Parker, Bell County 
Attorney’s Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, TX 
76513 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of 
the Court at Belton, Texas, this the 8th day 
of September 2025 
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, 
TX 76513 
By: C. Rodriguez Deputy. 
09.11
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Local Service Direct   ry
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   NEW CLASSES (Class A & B)
STARTING MONTHLY

Call now for dates & availability

254-831-1053 
 2400 S. 57th St.  Ste. A Temple 

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Get Professional Service

254.770.0932
Feel free to write us,  info@bestwaycarpets.net

3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504
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VINYL PLANK VINYL

Cleaning

ConstructionSystems & AppliancesHousehold Services

(254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
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50 Years Local Experience

Free Estimates

• Seamless Gutters 

• Window Replacement
• Custom Cabinets

• Counter Tops
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• Roofing  

MJ PAINTING
CONSTRUCTION

• Drywall Repair and Painting
• Competitive prices 
• Unparalleled service

512-746-6123

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES

Yardwork

Welcome toWelcome to Belton, TexasBelton, TexasBelton, TexasBelton, Texas
Since 1866

Tacos are wildly popular comfort food around 
the world. The taco as most people know it evolved 
from ancient Mexican recipes blended with mod-
ern infl uences. Before tacos were widely eaten in 
America, native Mexicans enjoyed a version that 
was very different from the taco of today.

Tacos are believed to have originated in Mexi-
co long before Spanish explorers arrived in the area. 
Early tacos were said to be freshly made using soft, 
fl at, corn tortillas and fi lled with fi sh and cooked 
organs, according to Twisted Taco. There wasn’t 
much fanfare to these tacos, as they didn’t include 
any lettuce, cheese, tomatoes, or sour cream. Early 
tacos likely weren’t even called “tacos.” The word 
originated from Mexican silver miners in the eigh-
teenth century who ate the food, and it was consid-
ered a meal of the working class.

The taco information website TacoTuesday.
com indicates Americans eat 4.5 billion tacos in a 
giaven year. At an average cost of $1.50 per taco, 
Americans are spending $6.75 billion on tacos in 
a 12-month time period. While tacos are delicious 
enjoyed at an authentic Mexican restaurant, they’re 
also easily made at home. The following are 10 
taco tips to help anyone master this popular dish.

1. Use high-quality, fresh tortillas. You even 
can try making your own fresh tortillas from masa.

2. Heating the taco shells slightly will make 
them more pliable. Just don’t overcook or they can 
become crunchy.

3. Tacos shouldn’t be made from the hard, pre-
formed shells found in stores. Authentic tacos are 
made from soft fl our (North Mexico) or corn (Cen-
tral and South Mexico) tortillas.

4. When selecting meats for the tacos, authen-
tic Mexican tacos typically feature meats that are 
cooked on a cast iron skillet, in the oven, or on the 
grill says The Taco Guy Catering. More popular 

choices are usually carnitas (braised pork), chorizo, 
arrachera (skirt steak), and tacos al pastor (mari-
nated pork). Birria, which is a Mexican stew made 
from goat meat (or beef or lamb), also is a popular 
fi lling.

5. Tacos should offer a burst of texture and fl a-
vor. Toppings help make tacos special. Traditional 
options include pico de gallo, cilantro, diced onion, 
radish, and pickled onions.

6. Fish tacos were made popular in California 
and other regions with access to fresh seafood. Fish 
tacos are best made with fi rm, white, boneless fi sh.

7. When planning tacos that are fi lled with 
heavy, wet ingredients, consider stacking two torti-
llas per taco for strength.

8. Fillings should be cut into small, even 
chunks for balanced bites.

9. Popular spice choices for tacos are cumin, 
chili powder, garlic powder, oregano, onion pow-
der, and paprika.

10. A squeeze of fresh lime juice will cut 
through the richness of tacos and make them even 
more delicious.

Tacos are an authentic Mexican dish that have 
stood the test of time and become a wildly popular 
food across the globe.

Brown’s House Leveling 
& Foundation Repair

Free Estimates

Est. 1960

254-228-9179

Belton Owned

Hamm’s Tile & Marble
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Wesley@HammsTileAndMarble.Com
HammsTileAndMarble.com

Showers, Floors, Walls

254-231-9016254-231-9016254-231-9016254-231-9016
10 tips for great tacos

CALL FOR
PRICING!

(254) 939-5754
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EDITORIAL
Who’s holding our local history? 

I am seeing an alarming trend that I hope our lo-
cal clubs, civic organizations, and even churches will 
head off at the pass. It’s giving the reins of our his-
tory to social media. 

While the best bit of marketing advice I’ve ever 
heard is find your customers and stand in front of 
them, we equate social media with where our audi-
ence is. 

That is partly true. But, there’s a big “however” 
that I hope that our local clubs, civic organizations, 
churches, and businesses will pay attention to.  

By isolating our sharing of club, civic organiza-
tion, church, and business events to social media, we 
are doing two things that are dangerous and poten-
tially harmful to our community’s history – our pres-
ent, which will soon be history as the days, months 
and years pass. 

One, these groups are limiting their audience. 
The audience is an “echo chamber.” A reach will 

only go so far, before it is lost. 
Our society is struggling to connect, after two 

years of social distancing and limited interactions, 
and it is difficult enough to connect person to per-
son. Social media often adds more fuel to the fire 
for misunderstandings. Your club, organization or 
church’s mission is not limited to people looking at 
their phones. 

Two, and this is something we do not think of 
often, we are giving up our history to be stored on the 
servers of a company that is not local and that history 
will swiftly be forgotten. 

Facebook is not your friend. It is an opportunity 
to share publicly via a product that belongs to a PRI-
VATE COMPANY. 

Why, are we giving our history and privacy to a 

private company that is not local and is ONLY out to 
make money? 

Facebook is controlling your group’s message 
and who receives it, and also holding onto your his-
tory.

At my offices, we have volumes and volumes of 
our city’s history. They consist of printed volumes 
and digital files stored on our servers and backup. 
Right now, we have a college student home on break 
who is purging much of our old printed works, which 
will soon be bound into annual editions and also com-
pletely digitized (everything for the past 12 years or 
so is both digital AND print.) We don’t fight digital 
in our offices. We embrace it. 

So, my first point, how does a group limit its au-
dience by posting on social media? 

Quite frankly, while “millions” are on social me-
dia, not everyone will see a group’s newsy post. I fol-
low most of the civic clubs in this town, and even I 
don’t “see” all their news. I liken social media to a 
neighborhood fence where people gather to share in-
formation. From time to time, many congregate at the 
“fence” to share news and information. Not all of it is 
accurate and some is outdated, but that’s for another 
day. We might catch a tidbit of news while we are 
“there” at the fence, but then we leave and go on our 
way. And then, someone shares something we should 
know – but we don’t see it. 

This is how groups limit their audience. Why 
would you want your audience to be limited? 
Wouldn’t you want your exposure to be as complete 
as it can be? 

I have also read – and heard – people mention 
that they did not “see” someone’s time-sensitive no-
tice posted online. 

Running to social media and posting should not 
be your go-to and sole means of distributing informa-
tion to your members and the general public. 

The second, and probably even more disturb-
ing trend, is that we have groups, clubs, churches, 
and businesses, who are giving up their history to be 
stored on a faraway server of a company which is not 
local. The present is what it is, but as the days and 
weeks and months go on, our current days become 
history. 

Many of our clubs, churches, and businesses 
have been around for decades. But, what has become 
of the history? Who is holding that information? 

We are a locally owned company, whose staff 
and employees live, shop, and work locally. We sit 
in school board meetings and council meetings and 
committee meetings, because we have a vested inter-
est in what goes on here and getting that information 
to the community via whatever means we can. A so-
cial media does not have that vested interest. 

It concerns me greatly to see local groups, 
churches, and businesses putting their vital informa-
tion and accomplishments, this present that is becom-
ing part of our community history, on servers and 
storage elsewhere, seen by few and remembered by 
fewer. 

Who will look at our history in 20 to 30 years and 
be able to see what happened in our community? 

I am not saying that we should abandon an ave-
nue which has become part of our way to do business. 
But is it not the only way to do business and get word 
out about what we do. Email, phone call, snail-mail 
the information to us. But, do not take the easy way 
out and post pictures which will disappear from our 
community’s history. 

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
I’m on the offi cial Discord server for 

video game developer Checkmate Creative, 
a small indie dev that operates a family of 
popular app-based games themed around 
professional wrestling. 

One of these games is a love letter to, 
and affectionate parody of, the 1980s and 
1990s, with the characters all either being 
parodies of real-life people or pop culture 
fi gures from the era. 

As one can imagine, the area featur-
ing discussion channels for that game of-
ten meander into larger discussions of the 
era, from the pop culture to overall world 
events. These discussions are bolstered by 
the fact that several users, like myself, lived 
through it and so were witness to what took 
place. Well, given that the game features 
things like time travel and a professional 
wrestling stadium on the moon, it was only 
a matter of time before we got into how the 

level of technology in the game’s version of 
the era compared to the level of technology 
in real life. 

When it comes to the real-life 1980s, 
so many technological advancements were 
happening so fast that for a great many 
people there was an overall sense of won-
der. Part of the magic of the era was that 
we were advancing so quickly there was a 
belief that our potential was limitless. The 
more fantastic the idea, the more likely we 
were to believe it was only a matter of time. 
As the band Experimental Products pro-
claimed in their early 1980s song “Modern 
Living”, “The science fi ction movie’s com-
ing true!”. 

Yes folks, dive into the pop culture of 
the 1980s and you’ll fi nd a lot of content 
premised on some scientist or kid genius 
somewhere was working on the next big 
world-altering breakthrough. This fed into 

the overall deluge of science fi ction and 
fantasy which was readily available, with 
a goodly volume of it carrying the overall 
message that so long as good people worked 
to better themselves, did their part to stand 
up for the classic virtues, and opposed all 
who would sunder the world around them, 
light would always triumph over dark. 

It’s actually a big part of why so many 
of us were so willing to believe that profes-
sional wrestling was real, by the way, as the 
titans on the screen so often embodied clas-
sic virtues or vices, with the heroic wres-
tlers being presented as the pinnacle of what 
any good boy or girl could become. 

Folks… when did we as a society get 
so cynical? 

As I was refl ecting on this conversa-
tion, I found myself realizing that much of 
this optimism, hope, and faith was no longer 
manifest, especially in pop culture. In fact, 

a lot of modern pop culture has consisted 
of tearing down the heroes of the past, real 
or fi ctional. It’s as if the magenta-hued opti-
mism of the past was mostly overwhelmed 
by a monotone grey nihilism. 

Mostly.
You can still see it if you know where 

to look, and there’s more to it than just af-
fi cionados of past works or modern creators 
trying to produce new content with a clas-
sic vibe. All of us, each and every one, can 
still fulfi ll that past vision. We can still work 
to better ourselves, stand up for those clas-
sic virtues, oppose the darkness, and do our 
best to make the world a place worth being 
optimistic about. It may seem like the odds 
are against us, but folks they never really 
were all that favorable to begin with. We 
know what we need to be doing.

“Modern living in the eighties. This is 
the future that you’re seeing.” 

Modern Living?
Shop the Insanity •

Modern Living?
Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair

Modern Living?
 Darren Blair

LIFESTYLES

Temple 
254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
Harker Heights

Relax ... 

254-699-1102

Salado
254-947-8480

Belton
254-831-9320

www.fcttx.com 

Jeff Boren-Owner

Call 939-3502
900 E. Central • Belton

Residential & Commercial
Free Estimate

•CARPET & VINYL•CERAMIC & WOOD•LAMINATE FLOORING

For Floors Done Right...The First Time

• CARPET & VINYL
• CERAMIC & WOOD

• LAMINATE FLOORING

templetechnology.net

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell

Since 1866

FREE 3 Month FREE 3 Month 
Trial SubscriptionTrial Subscription
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(254) 939-6700

*Open 7 Days a Week*
“Bring your own tools”

4497 W. Hwy. 190 • Belton

BudgetBudget

We Pay Top 
Dollar for Junk Cars!
We Can Haul it Too!

Cash$$ $$

254-231-0583

BellCountyMuseum.Org 
201 N. Main St. Belton

Bell County Museum

Open  till 
September  13th

A Sense of Place: Art 
of Billy Hassellof Billy Hassell

www.scottisitalianice.com

219 S East Street Belton, TX 76513
(Behind The Gin)

Catering & Events:
Available year-round for birthdays, Available year-round for birthdays, 

corporate events, school functions, corporate events, school functions, 
weddings, and more.weddings, and more.
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Scotti’s Italian Ice is a small, veteran-owned family 
business dedicated to serving refreshing, authentic 
Italian ice, reminiscent of what owner Ann Scotti 
enjoyed growing up on the Jersey Shore.

“I’m proud to introduce our East Coast favorite to 
the Belton community. I’m originally from the Jersey 
Shore. I grew up in Lighthouse and would visit Ralph’s, 
saying to myself, ‘I want to do that one day,’” said Ann 
Scotti. Ann and her daughter Mikayla enjoyed Italian 
ices during summer trips to New Jersey before moving 
to Texas after she and her husband served in the Army.

“Italian ice is a gourmet version of shaved ice. It has 
a soft, smooth texture, created in a special machine,” 
explained Mikayla. “The business is named after my 
dad, Dan Scotti, whose go-getter attitude inspired my 
mom.”

The product is made with all-natural ingredients, and 
the cookies and cream flavor tastes just like cookies. 
“I really enjoy seeing the kids’ reactions. They say, 
‘It’s good because the flavor is authentic, natural, and 
delicious,’” said Ann. A three-ounce cup of Italian ice 
contains only 70 calories, compared to 160 calories 
in a three-ounce cup of ice cream. The Italian ices 
are crafted using all-natural ingredients like agave, 

real fruit, and cookies. They are kosher-certified and 
lactose-free.

The Italian ice flavor options include cookie dough, 
cookies and cream, chocolate fudge, brownie, and cap-
puccino. They also offer water ice flavors such as USA 
rainbow (blue raspberry, cherry, and lemon), water-
melon, and a sugar-free lemon that tastes just as good.

In addition to Italian ice, they sell cannolis, fresh-
squeezed lemonades, and Italian sodas. “We can add 
flavors like strawberry, blue raspberry, and cherry 
to the lemonades,” Mikayla noted. The Italian sodas 
come in sixteen-ounce plastic cups and are available in 
flavors such as piña colada, mango, and blue Hawaii. 
They are low-calorie because they are made with club 
soda and topped with cream and whipped cream.

“A cannoli is a shell made from dough wrapped 
around a metal rod, filled with ricotta cheese, powdered 
sugar, chocolate chips, and orange zest,” explained 
Mikayla. “Dad always took me for cannoli and Italian 
ice in the summer. It’s very nostalgic to relive those 
summer memories. They are located at 219 S. East 
St., behind the Gin, and their hours are Friday and 
Saturday from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

Scotti’s Italian Ice brings the Jersey Shore to BeltonScotti’s Italian Ice brings the Jersey Shore to Belton

Business ShowcaseBusiness Showcase

                at the LARGEST, FASTEST GROWING event in Central Texas!
                                The 15th annual Bell County Senior Expo
This event is held the 4  Tuesday of September EVERY YEAR, and it has almostth

tripled in size in the past 3 years. We now have more than $10,000+ worth of door
prizes from 250 booths, including a 5 day CRUISE from Mariposa at Scott & White.

We had 4,759 guests last year who voted for their favorite booth and
were entered to win a $1200+ Grand Prize of gift cards.

This year we are honored to have the 1  Cavalry Division band entertaining. Youst

can read more about them in our 100 page magazine that will be inserted into next
weeks paper & details the free event.
                                        Miss Hayden Maroney will be singing patriotic songs!! She’s a
                                        sophomore at Lake Belton High School and participates in choir,
                                        basketball, and tennis. She is also a member of the Hope Squad,
                                        which is a national movement to support peer-to-peer suicide                                         
                                        prevention. She’s really excited to join the Hope Squad in the
                                        program’s first full year. We have lost several students recently
                                        due to suicide. It’s been really difficult for her to navigate and
                                        she really wants to make a difference for those struggling with
                                        mental health. Hayden’s Mom teaches special education and
                                        Hayden always loves helping with her students with the skills
                                        they are learning. In her spare time, Hayden loves to crochet.
                                        She is a member of 1st Baptist Church of Moffat. She is looking
                                        forward to being able to honor Veterans through her singing.

                                        For more information and FREE TICKETS to the September 23rd

                                        event, please visit  BellCountySeniorExpo2025.Eventbrite.com
                                        It is truly an AMAZING EVENT FOR ALL AGES! And shows you all
                                          the resources you need, but didn’t know were available!     

                                See You At The Expo      KIMBERLY       512.540.6875

2022
Grand
Prize

2019 Grand Prize

2023
Grand
Prize

HAYDEN MARONEY
YOUR SENIOR EXPO

ENTERTAINER

SEPTEMBER 23,2025
BELL COUNTY EXPO

CENTER 8A-1P
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