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Belton ISD German teacher receives
National Teacher of Excellence Award

Special to the Journal

National  recognition
highlights district’s commit-
ment to global learning

Belton ISD’s commit-
ment to preparing globally
minded students has earned
national recognition, as Ger-
man teacher Julia Danzeiser
was named one of just three
recipients nationwide of
the 2026 German Embassy
Teacher of Excellence Award.

Presented through a
partnership between the Ger-
man Embassy in Washington,
D.C., and the American As-
sociation of Teachers of Ger-
man (AATG), the award rec-
ognizes outstanding German
educators who demonstrate
excellence in teaching and
a commitment to growing
world language programs.

Danzeiser, who teaches
German I, II, III and Ad-
vanced German at Belton
High School and Lake Belton
High School, brings 22 years
of teaching experience to the
classroom, including 20 years
teaching in Germany before
bringing her expertise to Bel-
ton ISD two years ago. Her
authentic cultural and edu-
cational background gives
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BISD German teacher Julia Danzeiser was named one of just three recipients
nationwide of the 2026 German Embassy Teacher of Excellence Award.

students a unique opportunity
to learn the language from a
native German educator.

As part of the honor,
Danzeiser  attended  the
AATG 100 National Confer-

ence in Boston, Massachu-
setts, June 11-14, where she
participated in professional
learning  workshops, net-
working events and recogni-
tion ceremonies. To earn the

award, applicants submitted a
detailed application explain-
ing how they would use the
conference experience to

See AWARD,
Page A2

Considering new tax rate, possible lower tax bill

Special to the Journal

Belton is  propos-
ing a property tax rate
of 56.19 cents per $100
of taxable value for fis-
cal 2027, a 7.5% increase.
Despite the higher rate, city
estimates show the average
and median Belton home-
stead would see lower tax
bills next year because
taxable homestead values
have fallen.

The taxable value of

the average homestead

dropped from $306,660 to
$263,098. At the proposed
rate, the city tax bill on
that home would be about
$1,478, a decrease of $124
from the current year.

The  median  tax-
able homestead value de-
clined from $288.,837 to
$257,050. Its estimated city
tax bill would be $1,444,
about $65 less than the cur-
rent year. Actual bills will
vary based on individual
property values and ex-
emptions.

The proposed rate is
up from the current 52.25
cents per $100 and matches
the city’s calculated voter-
approval tax rate. The no-
new-revenue rate is 51.94
cents.

At the proposed rate,
the city expects to levy
about $14.28 million in
property taxes, an increase
of about $1.19 million,
or 9.13%, from the previ-
ous year. Of that increase,
$286,488 would come
from new property added

to the tax roll.

The proposed General
Fund budget totals about
$26.4 million. Property
taxes would provide about
$10.57 million, while sales
taxes are expected to gen-
erate about $7.1 million.

Even at the proposed
tax rate, the city expects
to use $191,150 from ac-
cumulated General Fund
reserves to balance the
budget.

See BILL,
Page A2

$5 adoptions

during August at
Bell County shelter

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

It’s Clear the Shelter Month at the Bell County Animal
Shelter, and that means dog and cat adoptions are only $5

through the end of August.

The shelter is located at 2509 S Loop 121 in Belton.

“We are offering $5 adoptions and free microchip-
ping for the entire month of August to support the Clear
the Shelter campaign,” said Lt. Jared Alton, director of the

Bell County Animal Shelter.

“This campaign is a nationwide effort to get animals
adopted from shelters,” he said. “It is championed by NBC,
Telemundo, and Hill’s Science Diet. “

“On any given day we average 80 to 85 animals in our
care, although this event currently has us at 69 today (Tues-
day). “Most of those animals are cats and dogs, but oc-
casionally we have other, more exotic, animals. We have
recently had some very vocal macaws and a goat who liked

to go for walks on a leash.”

So far this month, the shelter has had 42 adoptions,
and 21 animals sent to other shelters or rescues.

“We are working with the Heart to Home Adoption
Center (Temple Animal Shelter) to cross-promote this
event so we can reach a larger audience through social me-
dia,” Alton said. ““We have also partnered with Pet Supplies
Plus in Killeen, and PetCo in Temple and Harker Heights

to assist with cat adoptions.”

“We also have the Paws Out End of Summer adoption
event at our facility, the Bell County Animal Shelter, 2509
S Loop 121, Belton, on Aug. 22 from 1lam to 2 pm,” he
said. “We will have some fur-friendly vendors on site dur-

ing the event.”

Gill opens custom murals and art company

By David Tuma
The Belton Journal

Emma Gill recently
opened Sun Compass Stu-
dios, a local company that
produces custom murals,
window paintings, and
canvases. Emma recently
painted the windows of
The Belton Journal, cel-
ebrating the 160" year of
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operation. Emma works
part-time for the Journal
in spot duty.

“I started this busi-
ness because I am incred-
ibly passionate about art
and our community, and
this is my way of integrat-
ing those things. This has
always been a dream of
mine but seemed too far-
fetched to work. One day
I realized I was at a stand-
still with my career; I was
working two jobs in the
service industry, miser-
able and burnt out. It came
to the point that I had to
change something. And it
just struck me that I could
make something of my
skills,” said Emma Gill.

Physical art is becom-
ing more in demand as
people are valuing hand-
made and physically craft-
ed products in the age of
Al. She specializes in big
canvases and has had the

opportunity to work on
community murals.

“I still have a long
way to go to build a suc-
cessful business, but I
know my goals and what
I’m passionate about. I
know I can truly connect
with clients and their vi-
sions and bring them to
life in a way that impacts
the community. Art is a
very communal thing; it
brings people together be-
cause it speaks so many
languages.

“Murals and win-
dow paintings announce
a business, catch people’s
eye, and can express the
heart of a community or
a household. That’s some-
thing I find so exciting
about this, the potential
to knit the community to-
gether with art,” said Gill.

Gill was born and
raised in Central Texas.
She graduated from Cen-

Emma Gill paints the windows at The Belton Journal.

tral Texas College and
grew up in a military fam-
ily. Both of her parents
were mechanics for the
Army. The pair met while
being stationed in Ger-
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many.

“I grew up drawing
and painting; it was natural
to me, and I practiced for
years to build my skills.
I went to commercial art

school and graduated with
honors from Central Texas
College,” said Gill.

She can be reached
at  Suncompasstudios@
gmail.com
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Local suicide prevention training

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

September is Suicide
Awareness Month, and
Randy Dixon, MScj, Pro-
gram Specialist of Central
Counties Services LOSS
(Local Outreach to Suicide
Survivors) Team has sev-
eral free preventive train-
ings for the public. As part
two in this three-part series
about suicide prevention,
Dixon explains how to iden-
tify symptoms of suicidal
thoughts and how to talk
with someone experiencing
them.

Dixon said that losing
someone to suicide pushes
the pain onto the survivors,
of whom there are on aver-
age 135 people affected by
one person lost to suicide.

The LOSS Team pro-
vides regular training to the
public, that is also taken by
the local police. Dixon said
that Seattle, Washington, is
the one place, if you were
to have a heart attack, is the
place to have one because
every student there is re-
quired to take CPR training.

A vital role in identify-
ing someone who may be
thinking of suicide is know-
ing the symptoms. Dixon
said, “Top symptoms to
look for in juveniles is
academic decline, irritable
changes in behavior, feel-
ings of being trapped, and
engagement in risky behav-
iors.”

He said, “People who
suffer from mental health
disorders, like depression,
anxiety, and diagnosed bi-
polar disorder, have a sig-
nificantly increased risk.”

He mentioned that peo-
ple who abuse substances
can exacerbate feelings of
hopelessness and impaired
judgment. And people who
have experienced trauma
or abuse. And people have
a 50% increased chance
when there is a family his-
tory of suicide.

Military and first re-
sponders are at high risk as
well.

The AS+K class, Ask
About Suicide To Save a
Life, gives examples of
warning signs. If someone
says, “I feel hopeless...it’s

not worth living. I’ve been
thinking about suicide. I
wish I was dead. I want to
kill myself.”

Those are defined as
direct examples, but indi-
rect examples are just as
significant, such as, “I can’t
live like this anymore.
People would be better off
without me. Sometimes I
just want to go to sleep and
not wake up. This pain is
unbearable; I can’t go on.”
Relationships, financial, le-
gal, medical, public shame,
and the loss of a loved one
or animal can create these
stressors.

Dixon says mortality is
hard to talk about, but gives
advice to ask if you suspect
someone is having thoughts
of suicide. He advises that
these conversations need
to be one on one and ongo-
ing. To express concern in
conversations as it builds
a connection. Dixon’s top
two questions he asks are,
“Have you thought about
suicide?” and “Do you
want to kill yourself?”

Dixon said, “It’s im-
portant to use active listen-
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Healing Hope, the LOSS Team hosts a weekly suicide grief support meeting.

ing.” He also warns to not
leave them alone, not raise
your voice, to not restrict
their movement, and to
not get hostile. But he also
cautions that your safety
comes first if they are going
to harm you or others call
911. To get help for the in-
dividual, call 988 (press #2
for Spanish) a suicide and
crisis lifeline, or 911.

Dixon said that over
50% of all suicide deaths
are accomplished by fire-
arms. He advised that lock-
ing them up can give the
extra minutes needed for
the person to change their
thoughts.

LOSS Team - Central
Counties Services training
events are listed on www.
EventBrite.com, or contact

Randy Dixon by phone at
254.298.7038 or email at
Randy.Dixon@CCS1967.
org.

Aug. 21, Sept. 18, and
Oct. 23 are the AS+K Pre-
vention trainings. Sept. 4 is
the Safety Planning-Calm
Training, and Oct. 9 is
Safety Planning/ Columbia
CSSRS training.

Show Time! Theater spotlights to shine on BISD’s three high schools

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Little Women, All Shook
Up and MacBeth are just three of
the shows that will be performed by
Belton ISD high school students in the
upcoming school year.

Nearly 300 students from Belton
High, Lake Belton High and New Tech
participate in the theater programs at
their respective schools. Many more
audition for roles in theater productions
although they aren’t actively involved
in the theater program.

Here’s a look at some of the shows
that will be presented at the three high
schools during the 2026-27 school year:

BELTON HIGH SCHOOL

Mellisa Stuhff, head director of the-
ater at Belton High School is in her 16th
year at Belton ISD and her 10th year at
Belton High.

“We have a lot of kids in our theater
department,” Stuhff said. “We usually
have around 175-200 students — we
have a large group of freshmen coming
in.”

Belton High’s first show will be

Oct. 23, 24 and 25, but Stuhff isn’t yet
sure what the production will be.

“It’s been a hard year,” she said
with a smile. “I’ve narrowed it to three
scripts. The show we pick will be per-
formed in our 890-seat Performing Arts
Center. Tickets will be $5 across the
board — students and adults.”

BHS theater students will attend the
Texas Thespian State Festival on Nov.
18 for four days of competitions, work-
shops with industry professionals and
college auditions.

“This is the largest Thespian festi-
val in the nation,” Stuhff said. “One of

our students — Olivia McRae — is a
state officer and helps plan the festival.
About 9,000 students will be attending.
It’s all theater and lots of fun.”

Also in November, students will
begin preparing for the annual musical,
which will be the first weekend in Feb-
ruary.

“It’s going to be All Shook Up — an
Elvis juke box show — and I have no
clue who will be starring in it,” she said.

The BHS junior varsity theater
group will do a show for young Bel-

See SHOW TIME,
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City officials said the budget was particularly difficult to develop because taxable
property values increased only 1.5%, health insurance premiums are expected to rise at
least 20%, and the city has experienced employee turnover tied in part to pay.

Staff already removed about $730,000 from the preliminary budget. The reductions
include eliminating participation in the HOME housing program, ending mowing of state
highway rights of way, deferring the Sparta Road shared-use path contribution, and cut-
ting one-time Police and Fire Department expenses. No new full-time positions are pro-
posed.

Finance officials told the council that adopting a lower tax rate would require ad-
ditional reductions. A budget funded at the no-new-revenue rate would require approxi-
mately $880,000 in additional cuts, while keeping the current 52.25-cent rate would re-
quire about $816,000 more in reductions.

The city’s overall fiscal 2027 proposal includes about $55.9 million in resources and
$52.9 million in expenditures across all funds. Much of the year-over-year spending in-
crease is associated with the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Fund rather than ongoing
General Fund operations.

Belton’s proposed fiscal 2027 budget would eliminate the city’s participation in a
housing program for low-income residents, stop mowing state highway rights of way,
and defer a shared-use path project.

Finance Director Mike Rodgers told the Belton City Council Tuesday that about
$730,000 was removed from the preliminary budget as officials worked to keep the pro-
posed property tax rate from exceeding the voter-approval rate.

Rodgers said the cuts were necessary as the city faces slower growth in property val-
ues, rising health insurance costs and employee turnover while trying to preserve funding
for street maintenance.

Among the proposed changes is elimination of the city’s participation in the HOME
Program for fiscal 2027. Belton has participated in the state-administered program for
more than two decades, helping replace more than 40 deteriorated homes for qualifying

low-income residents.

“We’ve built over 40 homes for people using that money,” Rodgers told the Council.
“To keep us below voter approval rate, we have eliminated that for FY27.”

The city also would stop mowing Texas Department of Transportation rights of way,
including areas along Interstate 35.

A $175,000 city contribution toward the proposed Sparta Road shared-use path also
has been deferred to a future fiscal year. Staff additionally removed about $85,000 in one-
time Police and Fire Department expenses.

The city would transfer one maintenance technician position from the General Fund’s
Streets Division to the Drainage Fund and shift the full cost of the tourism coordinator
position to the Hotel Occupancy Tax Fund. No new full-time positions are proposed.

The General Fund also includes no capital outlay for fiscal 2027, compared with
$150,000 budgeted this year.

“That’s problematic over time, but that’s where we are,” Rodgers said.

At the same time, the budget preserves $1.15 million for contracted street main-
tenance, an increase of about $55,000. The city also plans about $170,000 in targeted
paygrade and step adjustments for positions experiencing turnover.

Staff said employees, particularly in Police and Public Works, have been leaving for
higher-paying jobs. Health insurance premiums are budgeted to increase 20%, although
the city’s consultant has cautioned that the increase could ultimately range from 20% to
30%.

The proposed General Fund budget totals about $26.4 million and would use
$191,150 in accumulated reserves to balance revenues and expenses.

The budget reductions come as Belton’s taxable property value grew just 1.5% this
year, far below the roughly 10% average annual growth Belton has experienced during
the past decade.

Public hearings on the budget and tax rate are scheduled for Sept. 8, with final con-
sideration scheduled for Sept. 15.

Award - From Page Al

strengthen their programs, along with letters
of recommendation.

For Danzeiser, the recognition is about
more than personal achievement. It reflects
the growth of Belton ISD’s German program
and the opportunities it creates for students.

“My biggest wish is to grow the pro-
gram and provide my students with great
learning opportunities,” Danzeiser said. “The
conference gave me so many new ideas and
insights through the workshops I attended.
Everything I learned will come back to my
classroom so my students benefit from those
experiences.”

Danzeiser believes learning a language
opens the door to a broader understanding of
the world.

“Language learning is about much more
than vocabulary,” she said. “It helps students
understand other cultures, see different per-
spectives and better understand how people
think. That kind of understanding builds con-
nections and creates a more peaceful world.”

Belton High School Principal Claudia
Knox said the national recognition reflects
both Danzeiser’s impact and the strength
of Belton ISD’s commitment to preparing
students for success in an increasingly con-

nected world.

“To have one of only three teachers in
the nation receive this award is an incredible
honor,” Knox said. “In just two years, Julia
has grown excitement around our German
program and inspired more students to ex-
plore a new language and culture. Her au-
thentic experience, passion for teaching and
dedication to students have made a tremen-
dous impact, and this national recognition
confirms what we see every day.”

Looking ahead, Danzeiser hopes to con-
tinue expanding the program while encour-
aging greater family involvement.

“I’d love to see more parents engaged
in our program,” she said. “Parents are such
an important part of building and sustaining
a strong language program, and I want them
to be part of that journey alongside their stu-
dents.”

Belton ISD offers a variety of world
language opportunities that prepare students
to become confident communicators, criti-
cal thinkers and globally minded citizens.
Danzeiser’s national recognition reflects the
district’s commitment to providing engaging,
high-quality learning experiences that extend
far beyond the classroom.
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Fort Hood identifies
Apache pilots lost in mishap

A3
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Above: Chief Warrant Officer 2 Deontre T. Huey. Right: Warrant Officer Seth L. Olmstead

Special to the Journal

A Fort Hood AH-64E
Apache attack helicopter
experienced a mishap at
approximately 1:40 p.m.
Aug. 12 near Salado dur-
ing a maintenance test
flight, resulting in the
loss of two Soldiers as-
signed to Bravo Com-
pany, lst Battalion, 227th
Aviation Regiment, Ist
Air Cavalry Brigade, Ist
Cavalry Division.

The pilots have been
identified as Chief War-
rant Officer 2 Deontre T.
Huey and Warrant Officer

Seth L. Olmstead.

Huey, 34, whose
home of record is listed
as Killeen, Texas, entered
the U.S. Army in Febru-
ary 2014 as a motor trans-
port operator, and was as-
signed to the unit since
February 2022.

Olmstead, 25, whose
home of record is listed
as Belton, Texas, entered
the U.S. Army in January
2023, as a warrant officer
candidate, and was as-
signed to the unit since
October 2025.

“Our  hearts and

ShOW time - From Page A2

deepest condolences are
with the families of the
Soldiers we lost Wednes-
day,” said Lt. Gen. Kevin
D. Admiral, III Armored
Corps and Fort Hood
commanding general.
“The Army is a family,
and a tragedy like this is
felt throughout our for-
mations and our commu-
nity.”

Fort Hood leadership
has made chaplains and
other support personnel
and resources available
to those impacted.

“In the difficult days

ahead, our priority is to
ensure these families and
our Soldiers have the care
and support they need,”
Admiral said. “We are
making all appropriate re-
sources available to those
affected by this loss.”

Fort Hood personnel
remain on scene working
in coordination with local
law enforcement and U.S.
Army investigative agen-
cies.

A safety investiga-
tion team from the U.S.
Army Combat Readiness
Center in Fort Rucker,

OBITUARIES

Vaca

Juaquin Vaca
August 16, 1930 — Aug 15, 2026

Juaquin Vaca passed away August 15, 2026.
Visitation will be held at 12:30 p.m. Friday, Au-
gust 21, at Harper-Talasek Funeral Home in Bel-
ton, with funeral services at 2 p.m. Burial will fol-
low at North Belton Cemetery.

Prewitt 111

Thomas Kirby Prewitt IIT
November 11, 1963 — August 10, 2026

Thomas Kirby Prewitt III, 62, of Temple, died
Monday, August 10, 2026, at his home in Temple.
He was born November 11, 1963, in Belton, Texas,
to T.K. Prewitt Jr. and Delores Jean Brooks Pre-
witt. He attended Belton High School and Salado
High School. He spent a large part of his adulthood
in Austin, Texas, where he continued his love of
music as a singer-songwriter and performed with
Richard Head and Three Pot Offy. He is survived
by his sisters, Cindy Belinsky and Debi Handley.

Visitation will be held at 12:15 a.m. Saturday,
August 22,2026, at the Chalice Church Fellowship
Hall. A Celebration of Life will be held at 1:00
p.m. Saturday, August 22, 2026, at Chalice Church
(First Christian Church), 300 North 5th Street,

Temple, Texas.

Alabama, arrived Aug. 13
and will lead the safety
investigation of the mis-
hap.

For any investigation
process inquiries, please
contact the USACRC Di-
rector of Communication
and Public Affairs Jim-
mie E. Cummings Jr. at

jimmie.e.cummings.civ@
army.mil.

Fort Hood will con-
tinue to release infor-
mation at the Fort Hood
Media Center at fort-
hoodmediacenter.com to
the fullest extent possible
pursuant to applicable
laws and regulations.

ton ISD students Dec.
10 and 11, but the date
could change pending fall
sports.

While the school’s
larger shows will be in the
Performing Arts Center,
smaller theater events will
be in the 100-seat Black
Box, which was construct-
ed last year.

Stuhff said the Austin-
based Heller Awards ex-
panded into Bell County
last year, and she expects
several BHS students to
be recognized. Last year,
the school had six nomi-
nees and Malichi Santana
was named Best Lead Per-
former.

Belton High also will
have an Improv Club that
will be performing at vari-
ous times during the up-
coming school year.

Belton will host the
district One-Act-Play com-
petition in March.

“We will have four
weeks to go from our mu-
sical to One-Act-Play,” she
said. “We will find a few
that we like, and then let
the students pick. The play
has to be right for our stu-
dents.”

BHS also will compete
in UIL Theatrical Design in
the spring. Belton students
took fifth last year in Mar-
keting. Other categories
include Costuming, Set
Design, Lighting and Prop
Design. Katy David, the
school’s technical director,
will handle Theatrical De-
sign training.

Seniors will try their
luck at directing in the
spring festival at the end of
the school year.

“On May 7 and 8, se-
niors will get to direct a
one-act show,” Stuhff said.
“We will perform three to
six shows, and it’s always

one of the coolest things
we do.”

NEW TECH HIGH
SCHOOL

Stephen Scallorn is
starting his fifth year as the-
ater director at New Tech.
Until 2021, New Tech stu-
dents travelled to Belton
High to participate in their
theater program, but now
up to 80 students call New
Tech and the Pittenger Fine
Arts Center their theater
home.

“We usually have be-
tween 40 and 80 students
in our theater program,
but many other New Tech
students audition to be in
our productions,” Scallorn
said.

The New Tech theater
program will kick off its
2026-27 season with Mac-
Beth, the popular William
Shakespeare creation. The
production will be at the
Pittenger Fine Arts Center
(400 N Wall) on Oct. 15,
16 and 17. Tickets will be
$10 for adults and $5 for
students with IDs.

“We will have about
25 students in the cast,
and another 10 or so in the
crew,” Scallorn said. “The
show will be at the Pit-
tenger, which holds around
600 people.”

“We are still a small
program,” he said. “I don’t
have an assistant — it’s just
me.”

Scallorn said he is
currently trying to select a
One-Act-Play for this year.

“I’'ve narrowed it to
two, and they are battling
back and forth,” he said.
“The District 18-3A com-
petition is March 6 in Le-
ander.”

While a date hasn’t
been set, the New Tech
team will perform a longer

version of its One-Act-Play
selection for local resi-
dents.

“It will be related to
the One-Act-Play we se-
lect, but it will be an ex-
tended version,” Scallorn
said.

LAKE BELTON
HIGH SCHOOL

Nicholas Gonzales in
in his first year as director
of the Lake Belton High
School theater department,
but he plans to kick off
the 2026-27 season in a
big way with a production
of Little Women.

“I'm going to have
about 25 varsity theater stu-
dents and a junior varsity
team, plus I expect to have
other students audition for
roles as well,” Gonzales
said.

“Our first show of the
year will be Little Women,
and it will be on October
23, 24 and 25, he said.
“It’s a small cast — we
will have 11 -characters
and about 10 people on our
crew.”

Little Women will be
performed in the Lake
Belton Performing Arts
Center, which seats roughly
500.

Like Belton High,
Lake Belton also has a
Black Box theater, al-
though the LBHS version
is smaller. It seats about 70.

The LBHS Black Box
is used by different fine
arts departments. It’s a lab
theatre and provides alter-
native rehearsal space. The
Black Box also is home to
The Laughing Pointe, LB-
HS’s improvisational com-
edy troupe. The 20-person
troupe will hold monthly
performances during the
2026-27 year.

“The troupe helps stu-

dents develop their impro-
visational skills,” Gonzales
said.

The junior varsity
theater team will present
a children’s show on Nov.
12-13, although the pro-
duction had not been se-
lected as of last week.

In December, theater
students will begin focus-
ing on a musical theater
production that will be per-
formed in January.

“Once the musical is
completed, we will switch
our focus to One-Act-Play,”
Gonzales said. “We haven’t
selected the play just yet,
but the district competition
is March 13 in Midway. We
will have a local presenta-
tion of our One-Act-Play,
but we haven’t set a date
for that yet.”

The junior varsity also
will have a spring produc-
tion, but again the show has
not been selected.

Hewett-Arney Funeral Home

Serving families in our historic building since 1942

100% Family Owned

(254)778-3200

Phones answered 24/7

14 W. Barton Ave. ® Temple * www.hewettarney.com

Please don't text and drive!

Insurance or prearrangement?
Both offer monthly payments. But
insurance doesn’t guarantee prices like
prearranging. Prearrangement includes
insurance in the payment. And for fewer
payments than an insurance policy. Call
us to find out more.

¢ Direct Cremation

3 1 65 O Complete

Includes crematory fee

Call and ask for pricing. By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone.

« Complete Funeral

%5550

Includes 20 ga. steel casket

COMPASSIONATE CARE AT

HOME FOR THE ONES YOU LOVE

CareAge HomeCare provides trusted non-

medical in-home care for seniors who

want to remain safe and comfortable at

home.

Our caregivers assist with:

e Personal Care

e Meal Preparation

e Medication Reminders
¢ Light Housekeeping

e Alzheimer’s & Demential Support

e Respite Care for Family Caregivers

Serving Temple, Belton and surrounding
communities

Call today for a Free Care

WWW. careagehomecare .com

Consultation
254-780-9864
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UMHB Holds Fall 2026 Convocation

Courtesy Photo

Left: Mason Brisbane, student body president, waves the Texas flag. Middle: Jessie Norvell, Miss MHB, shares a scripture passage. Right: Dr. Jude Austin speaks at

the 2026 UMHB Convocation.

Special to the Journal

The University of Mary Hardin-Baylor (UMHB) cel-
ebrated the beginning of the school year and welcomed
more than 700 new freshmen to campus during its 181st
Fall Convocation service on Aug. 12. This year, the stu-
dent body consists of more than 3,200 students.

After UMHB faculty processed into the Frank and
Sue Mayborn Campus Center arena, there was a parade
of flags representing each of the 31 countries and territo-
ries around the globe and 34 states around the nation from
which UMHB students have journeyed to campus this
year. UMHB accounting major and reigning Miss MHB,
Jessie Norvell, shared a passage of scripture from Psalm
27:1-6.

In opening remarks, UMHB President Dr. Randy
O’Rear said that Convocation, which marks the official be-
ginning of a new academic year, has been observed since
1845, when the college began in Independence. That year,
there were just 24 students attending classes. He shared,
“You’ll look back at these times you’re in right now as
some of the best times of your life. The faculty and staff
are here to help you and support you, and we look forward
to watching you grow and develop the relationships that
will be so meaningful for the rest of your lives. Thank you
for choosing Mary Hardin-Baylor. Thank you for allowing
us to be a part of this journey. We couldn’t be prouder that

you’re here, and we’re looking forward to a great year.”

UMHB welcomed alum and associate professor in the
Master of Arts in Counseling program, Dr. Jude Austin, as
the event’s keynote speaker. In his address, Austin shared
a powerful message about facing the unknown with the
courage to be formed by God. “The moment you have in
front of you right now is all we have promised. Some-
where along the way, every single one of us will encounter
moments that expose us. They aren’t interruptions to our
education. Those moments are our education. And not be-
cause God delights in our confusion or struggle or fear, but
because God so often meets us at the intersection of fear
and formation,” Austin explained.

He went on to remind students of Adam’s encounter
with God in Genesis 3 and connected it to their current
season. “Fear changes our posture. What feels vulnerable
and threatening, we distance ourselves from. Fear, vulner-
ability, distance. Adam doesn’t simply hide behind a tree;
he hides from the one he was created to walk with. And
thousands of years later, today, we’re still finding places to
hide. Whether it’s behind achievement, perfectionism, hu-
mor, busyness, or carefully curated versions of ourselves
on social media, fear has a remarkable ability to distort
our reality. But scripture keeps telling us something else.”

After sharing more Biblical truths about walking
through fear or the unknown, Austin ended with encourag-
ing words. “So this year, when fear finds you, because it

will, meet it with courage, humility, and a teachable heart.”

In addition to his role as a UMHB professor, Austin
serves as coordinator of the Clinical Mental Health Coun-
seling Program. He is an elder at the Vista Community
Church and an award-winning educator, keynote speaker,
and author. His research focuses on counselor education
pedagogy, particularly helping counseling students devel-
op therapeutic presence in clinical practice. Austin is the
co-author of several counseling texts, including the recent
ACA publication ‘Mind Your Business: Merging Financial
Wisdom with Meaningful Work.’

To end the ceremony, Dr. Tim Crawford, dean of the
College of Christian Studies, offered a blessing in Hebrew.
He explained, “In 1978, archaeologists discovered a burial
site in Jerusalem at a place called Ketef Hinnom. The site
was remarkable because it was undisturbed since it was
used in the days of the prophet Jeremiah around 600 BC.
Among the findings in that cave were two tiny rolled-up
sheets of silver. After they were carefully unrolled, they
were discovered to be covered with writing. The writing
was difficult to make out, but the researcher noticed that
the name of God appeared three times in the few lines. It
is the oldest piece of the Bible found to date and is some-
times called the ‘priestly blessing’ found in Numbers 6:24-
26. This morning, I want to ask this blessing over us as we
begin our new academic year.”

BBQ and cornhole to highlight CTSF opening

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

About 20 barbecue cook-off teams and 60 corn-
hole squads will compete for Bell County bragging
rights and a wad of cash on Saturday, Aug. 29, at the
Huntington Bank Expo in Belton.

The Go Texan BBQ Cook-Off & Cornhole Tourna-
ment is expected to raise more than $50,000 to provide
scholarships to local high school seniors. The event
opens the Central Texas State Fair.

“We provide a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating
senior from every high school in Bell County,” said
Peanut Campbell, chairman of the county’s Go Texan
committee. “We also provide ag mechanic scholar-
ships as well. All the money stays right here in Bell
County.”

According to Campbell, cook-off teams will com-
pete in six categories: Bloody Mary, beans, chicken,
pork, ribs and brisket.

“The winning Bell County team will advance to
the Go Texas World Championship at the Houston
Livestock Show,” he said.

“We will crown a grand champion, a reserve grand
champion and winners of each category,” Campbell
added.

The Cornhole Tournament will be held inside the
Expo’s Assembly Hall. There’s $1,500 in payouts, but
Campbell said more money could be added.

“This is the third year we’ve held the Cornhole
Tournament, the eighth year we’ve hosted the cook-
off,” he said.

The entry-fee for the cook-off is $150, and the
event is sanctioned by Champions Barbecue Alliance.

The Central Texas State Fair returns Sept. 3-6, cel-
ebrating Texas traditions, music, agriculture, food and
family fun.

According to CTSF Marketing Director Jennifer
Weir, more than 40,000 guests attend the fair each
year. It serves as one of the largest family entertain-
ment events in Central Texas, and it supports youth
agriculture and local businesses throughout the region.

“Every year, the Central Texas State Fair gives
us the opportunity to bring our community together
for four days of fun, entertainment, and tradition,”
Weir said. “We are thrilled about this year’s lineup
of concerts, special events, the PBR (Pabst Blue Rib-
bon) Challenger Series, Twisted Metal Mayhem Demo
Derby, carnival midway, and youth livestock competi-
tions.”

This year’s concert lineup features William Clark
Green on Thursday, Sept. 3; La Energia Nortena on
Friday, Sept. 4; Aaron Watson on Saturday, Sept. 5;
and Dos Borrachos featuring Roger Creager and Kevin
Fowler on Sunday, Sept. 6.

The Twisted Metal Mayhem Demolition Derby
will be Friday, Sept. 4.

“Get ready for high-octane action as drivers crash,
smash, and compete in one of the fair’s most exciting
and crowd-pleasing events,” Weir said. “The Twisted
Metal Mayhem Demo Derby promises thrilling enter-
tainment and nonstop excitement.”

The Carnival Midway will be open Sept. 3-6 and
will offer fun and excitement for guests of all ages
with thrilling rides, family attractions, games and clas-
sic fair food favorites.

The PBR Challenger Series will be Sept. 5 and 6,
she said.

“Get ready for two action-packed days of profes-
sional bull riding as the PBR Challenger Series returns
to the Central Texas State Fair.”

“Watch some of the sport’s top riders take on pow-
erful bucking bulls while competing for championship
points in one of the most exciting events of the week-

end,” Weir said. “Fans won’t want to miss the crowd-
favorite Mutton Bustin’ competition, where young
cowboys and cowgirls showcase their riding skills in
front of a cheering crowd.”

The Central Texas State Fair Livestock Shows will
be Sept 4-6.

“Supporting youth agriculture remains a corner-
stone of the Central Texas State Fair,” Weir explained.

Livestock competitions will take place Friday
through Sunday and feature exhibitors from across the
region competing in a variety of livestock divisions.

City of Belton works
on road maintenance
during summer heat

By David Tuma
The Belton Journal

During the summer
months, the City of Bel-
ton has been working with
Bennett Paving Inc. on
street maintenance. Ben-
nett Paving was awarded

a $1,136,353
contract to
provide  the

annual main-

tenance on

public streets.

Over 47,000

square yards

of mill over-

lay, 29 con-

crete collars for manholes,
and 250 linear feet of curb
and gutter were just a part
of the overall project.

The project has a com-
pletion date of October 1
of this year. The biggest
expense was the $730,000
of 2-inch HMAC Type D
overlay with tack coat.

“We spend around 1.1
million a year on street
maintenance. Around a 5%

increase each year due to

growth. This allows us to

cover what our needs are.

Overlay is usually the best

way to go for residential

streets. We have a large

master list we work off of,”

said Freddy Robles, assis-

tant director, Public Works.

Work

crews drive

the streets

when custom-

ers call in.

“The streets

that did not

make it this

year will get

pushed out to

the next year. The lifespan

of a street, if you provide
maintenance, is 20 years.

There are close to

125 miles of streets in the

City of Belton. They try to

complete maintenance on

around 4 miles a year. “We

try to do as much work

as we can in-house, to

save money,” said Robles.

“Please slow down when
you see crews working”
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We believe in a BETTER
flooring experience.
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By David Tuma
The Belton Journal

The City of Morgan’s
Point Resort passed a reso-
lution to close out citations
over 2 years old. Some of
these citations were 10
years old and were not col-
lectible. There are an esti-
mated 365 citations after
June 1%, 2024, which are
collectible.

They plan to develop
a new policy on the col-

LETUSFLOORYOW!

lection of citations moving
forward. They approved
TX Health Benefits Risk
Pool for employee benefits
is for the fiscal year 2026-
27 with a 14% increase in
cost over the previous year.

In the first year, these
cameras helped locate 15
stolen vehicles. In the fol-
lowing years, they were
less effective. The City
will retain one camera on
the speed tracker trailer.
These cameras take pic-

tures of vehicles after they
pass.

Dr. Samuel Pallin was
authorized to represent the
City as a member of the
Bell County Public Health
District Board.

Mayor James Snyder
was appointed to be the
City’s representative for
the Central Texas Council
of Governments.

Council is working on
the proposed budget for
the fiscal year beginning

‘nnanms .ﬂ_ T
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FLOORING
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254-933-1313 Bellcountyflooring.Com
6401 St.Hwy: 317 Ste. B'M-F 8-5:30 Sat: 8-3

MPR cancels Flock Safety, Inc. camera technology

October 1, 2026.

The FY 2027 proposed
budget includes total appro-
priations across all funds of
$8,904,089, compared to
total proposed revenues of
$9,012,954 — a net addi-
tion to fund balance of ap-
proximately $108,865. Of
the $9,012,954 in total ap-
propriations, approximate-
ly $8,904,089 is for main-
tenance and operations
(including transfers and
contributions), $456 444 is

for capital projects (Capi-
tal Improvement Fund,
funded by a General Fund
transfer), and $142,090 is
for debt service (Interest &
Sinking Fund).

Compared to the ad-
opted FY 2026 budget,
total proposed revenues in-
creased by $106,691 while
total proposed expendi-
ture decreased by $46,540.
This budget includes a 3%
COLA, as well as the ad-
dition of one FTE. Dur-

ing this past fiscal year, a
vacant position was real-
located to Development
Services; this new FTE will
serve in an administrative
capacity.

Central Texas IPM Meeting August 26th

Special to the Journal

Seaton Star Hall, 10842 Hwy-53, Tem-
ple, TX, will be the location of the Central
Texas IPM Meeting to be held on Wednesday,
August 26th. Registration will begin at 4:30
pm, with the program to begin at 5:00 pm. The
program will conclude at 7:30 pm. Over the
past month, the Bell County Extension Office,
along with numerous other County Extension
Offices all over Central Texas, have received
an abundance of calls and emails about Pas-
ture Mealybugs and New World Screwworms.
‘While Bell County is under no direct threat of
New World Screwworms at this time, Agril-

ife Extension is still helping livestock produc-
ers mitigate their risk and plan ahead. A pest
that is having a devastating impact on Bell
County producers and all over Central Texas
is the Pasture Mealybug.

Since spring 2025, Texas pasture and hay
producers have been reporting problems in
their fields. These fields show grass patches
becoming brown or necrotic, or patches that
are completely dead. There have been extreme
cases where entire fields show symptoms of
grass desiccation. Last year, Bell and sur-
rounding counties were not fighting this pest
like our neighbors to the east were. This sum-
mer has been an entirely different story. They

are here and they are a real problem.

The main questions I have been getting
from clientele are: what do I do if I get them
and how do I get rid of them? Treatment op-
tions remain limited, and until recently, there
were no labeled pasture insecticides proven
effective against the pest. Texas recently re-
ceived an emergency Section 18 label for
Courier SC insecticide. The product is an
insect growth regulator that primarily targets
immature nymphs. While this provides some
relief, Texas forage and livestock producers
need more going into 2027 and need answers
on how to plan. Tyler Mays, AgriLife Exten-
sion IPM Specialist, aims to answer these

questions and provide education on this new
pest, along with a familiar pest we often fight
this time of year: Fall Armyworms. That,
along with an update and overview of the
New World Screwworm response throughout
Texas from Dr. Sonja Swiger, AgriLife Exten-
sion Livestock Entomologist.

This program is free to the public and also
offers 2 IPM CEU hours for licensed pesticide
applicators. Please call 254-933-5305 and let
us know if you are planning to attend. Pre-
registration is important to accommodate ad-
equate seating and to ensure we have enough
printed material. The RSVP deadline will be
Monday, August 24,2026.
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Lena Armstrong Library joins national network

By Harvey Jackson Oss
The Belton Journal

On Wednesday, August 12, the Lena Armstrong Pub-
lic Library held an open house event for a new early learn-
ing space, having recently joined the Family Place Librar-
ies national network. Attendees including parents and
community leaders learned about the new affiliation of the
library while enjoying refreshments, before participating
in toddler time in the new space.

Family Place Libraries is a national model for library
services designed to meet the needs of children aged zero
to five years. “In the library world, once children are read-
ing we really meet those needs, we can help them quite
a bit. But what do we do before that to get our children’s
brains wired up and ready to read?” remarked Director of
Library Services Amanda Hairston. Hairston explained
that early literacy skills are tied to play, making the library
an obvious environment to reinforce them.

Hairston previously implemented the Family Place
Library model in Harker Heights in 2016 during her ten-
ure as Children’s Librarian. “When I came on as director,
it was something I wanted to bring to Belton,” explained
Hairston. The transition was made possible by a $10,000
grant from the Texas State Library and Archives Commis-
sion covering training and learning materials.

Among the new programs Belton residents can look
forward to at the library is the parent caregiver workshop.
Spanning five weeks, the workshop introduces families
to experts in areas such as nutrition, speech, and hearing.
The event provides an informal space where parents can

strong Public Library.

BELTON JOURNAL/Harvey Jackson Oss
Belton families and leaders celebrate an open house event for the new early learning space at Lena Arm-

ask questions without booking an appointment with a doc-
tor. “We’re going to be implementing that workshop in the
spring, I'm very excited,” stated Hairston.

Hairston and Children’s Librarian Lauren Gommert
underwent a one week intensive training covering brain
development, developmental needs, literacy promoting
toys, and running the workshop. “We did that intensive
training, and then we bring that back to our staff... and
train them from what we learned,” explained Hairston.

“It helps us foster that village in the community
where parents can come to a trusted source. They can en-
gage with us, and it really just helps build that sense of
community for those families,” said Hairston on the utility
of the national model.

“I’m probably most excited to see children’s and par-
ent’s reactions to the space. We kind of did a soft launch
last week, and from the very beginning it’s been a hit,”
commented Hairston.

S8th annual Rockin’ for Youth fundraiser

By Michele Weisman
The Belton Journal

Clements Boys &
Girls Clubs and the Bel-
ton Tiger Athletic Boost-
er Club announce its 8th
annual tribute band fun-
draiser, set for Saturday,
Sept. 12 at 5 p.m. held at
Johnny’s Steaks & BBQ
in Salado. The event is

expected to bring back
faithful fans and welcome
new ones.

The lineup for 2026
is Infinite Journey, Little
Queen, and Scratch. Infi-
nite Journey is a Journey
tribute band, Little Queen
is a Heart tribute band,
and Scratch 3 is a local
band who plays popular
music from the 80s and

90s.

Darren Perkins, the
event facilitator and
owner of Red’s Custom
Tee’s, says, “Every year,
somebody will tell me the
event exceeds people’s
expectations when they
see these bands for the
first time.”

Perkins has planned
for violinists from the
Belton Lake Orchestra

4PM to TOPM
Downtown Copperas Cove

(Main St. and Ave E)

www.coveedc.com/oktoberfest

to perform with Little
Queen, in a hat tip to a
2012 performance at the
Kennedy Center Honors
of Stairway to Heaven.
He said, “They’re going
to try to recreate probably
the most iconic Kennedy
Honors Center perfor-
mance of all time.”

The Boys and Girls
Clubs of Central Texas
is over 60 years old, and
this event helps to cover
the costs of their mission.

Tiana Quick is the
Boys and Girls Club CEO
and has been with the or-
ganization for 18 years.
She said, “I absolutely
fell in love with the mis-
sion. Aside from kids
having a safe place to be,
after school and anytime
school is in break we only
charge $25 a month for
our kiddos. What better
way than to have an event
where you are supporting
such a great cause, but
you’re also having a good
time?”

Stephen Morton, the
Belton Tiger Athletic
Booster Club president,
said, “We support all of
our athletic programs at
Belton High School. That
encompasses the athletes
and their coaches.”

Morton explained
that the club helps sup-

Courtesy Photos

Johnny’s Steaks and Bar-Be-Que, a perfect venue for returning and new tribute

bands for the 8th Annual Rockin’ For Youth fundraiser.

port the silent auction
items. He said, “It’s go-
ing to be a fun night.
I’'m looking forward to a
new band this year, Little
Queen.”

Mike Cooper, bass
player for Infinite Jour-
ney, says the annual event
is one night of classic
rock. He shared what it
means to return for this
annual youth fundraiser,
“It’s just a nice event.
We feel like family when
we go because we’ve
played there so many
years. Some of the fans,

we know their names. It’s
always a thrill to play for
first-timers and gain new
fans. It’s really a good
time and we’re doing it
for a good cause too.”
A sponsor of
event is Indeco.
Tickets are on sale
at  https://outhousetick-
ets.com/events/rockin-
for-youth-2026/tickets
You can follow the trib-
ute bands on their social
media feeds. Infinite
Journey is at www.face-
book.com/infinitejour-
neyband. Little Queen

the

www.facebook.com/lit-
tlequeenband. Scratch 3
is at www.facebook.com/
Scratch.3.rocks. Fol-
low the Clements Boys
and Girls Clubs at www.
facebook.com/Clem-
entsBGC and the Belton
Tiger Athletic Booster
Club at www.facebook.
com/BHSABC. Johnny’s
Steaks and BBQ is lo-
cated at 301 Thomas Ar-
nold Rd in Salado. Their
Facebook page is www.
facebook.com/johnnys-
steaksandbbq.
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Financing & Trade-Ins Available
5515 TAYLORS VALLEY RD. TEMPLE - 254-933-8030
7604 WOODWAY DR. WACO - 254-772-8042
Texas State Lizense: TACLATST3GE (Temple) & TACLAZ3614C (Waco) WWW.airctrl.com
Me Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies
Encourages YOV
.
to Attend the Church of YOUR Choice! N GET PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
- _ 800 -500pm 254.770.0932
Mgn ‘l'_ I;g.omo _a'rz_ 05600 P (254) 933-9353 Saturday Feel free to write us, info@bestwaycarpets.net
at: /.90 am - 1200 pm 110 S. Wheat Rd. Belton TX 76513 9:00am - 1:00pm 3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504
M-12173
Norman
STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC. Building FAMILY OWNED
REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE Materials AND OPERATED
778-2575 SINCE 1945
KEN STAAS
2101 W. AVENUE M « TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504 1010 S. Main St. « Belton
Space Available
Shanna Grote
Marketing@Belton]Journal.com
I-35 Exit 294B | 778-4285 TEXT: 254-654-5166
www.DonRingler.com
BELTON/MORGAN’S Family Gospel Church Mt. Zion United Methodist Church Foundation Church
POINT RESORT 2210 Holland Rd. ~254.721.0707 218 Alexander St. ~254.939.5621 10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673
Agape Christian Center Fellowship Baptist Church New Life Fellowship Grace Baptist Church

2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~
254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~254.933.3391

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

706 E. 4th. ~254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 818.519.9855

740 Jayline Drive ~254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~254.773.2134

Harvest Church
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~254.780.3566

321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~254.831.1035

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ

Tapestry Community Church
of Belton
1215 S. Wall St. ~254.218.4008

500 S. TH-35 ~ 254.933.2803 flrfle gen;eiostal 3225;3"3";2{) elsus Temple Vision de lo Alto 4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682
Belton Lighthouse acti Lane ~ 254.955. 4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231 New Hope Church of God
1001 NE Loop 121 ~254.654.7278 Freedom Bible Fellowship Trinity Full Gospel 2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~254.742.2181

3087 W. Ave. D ~254.933-3310 810 East 2nd Ave. ~254.939.7673 Oak Park United Methodist Church

5505 South 31st St. ~254.773.3021

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st~254.773.3744

Unity Church of Temple
318 N. 2nd ~254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.AML.E. Church
401 S. Davis St. ~254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship
Center
700 S. Main Street ~254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church
Apostolic UPC
1010 S. Wall St. ~254.939.3464

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus
Christ of the Apostolic Faith
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. Ist Ave. ~254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~254.778.8034

~TEMPLE ~

Chalice Church - Disciples of Christ
300 N 5th St~ (254) 773-9061

Christ Episcopal Church and School
300 N. Main St. ~254.773.1657

Christian Life Church
Keys Valley Baptist Church 4343 West FM 93 ~254.939.2626

4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~254.733.7718

Eighth Street Baptist Church
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. ~
254.773.2598

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

Cornerstone Community Church
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~254.721.8250

Crossroads Church
500 South 1-35 ~254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel Miller Heights Baptist Church First Methodist Church Temple, GMC  Vista Community Church
105 Green Briar St. ~254.563.0472 1400 S. Wall St. ~254.939.1835 102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~254.773.7992 7051 Stonehollow Dr. ~254.774.7992
Elm Grove Baptist Church Ministerios Vida First Presbyterian Church Temple Wildwood Baptist Church

6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127 2020 S. IH-35 ~254.624.8015 12 West French ~ 254.773.3407 5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~254.773.3177

Heaven On Earth

John C. Perry

The other day I was discuss-
ing with a friend what happens
when we die. His response was
typical of what many of us Amer-
ican Christians seem to believe: if
we are followers of Christ, our ul-
timate goal is for Saint Peter to let
us through the pearly gates, where
we will dwell with God forever.

Since childhood, I was taught

the same thing. I went to Southern
Baptist Sunday School with my
mom and Methodist worship ser-
vices with my dad. Both traditions
gave me a strong foundation of
faith. But the more I study Scrip-
ture, the more my understanding
of “heaven” has grown.

Did you know the Bible nev-
er actually calls heaven our final
destination? “What?” you might
ask. “Is there a heaven?” Yes, ab-
solutely. But it is not, in the end
where Scripture teaches we will
ultimately dwell.

I hope this isn’t too con-
troversial. I’'m simply sharing
what I’ve found in my own study
about where Christians will spend
eternity with our Father and our
Savior. Think about the Lord’s
Prayer: “Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in

heaven.” Jesus teaches us to pray
not for escape from earth, but for
God’s reign to come here.

Many Christians picture
eternity as living forever in heav-
en. But the Bible’s final chapters
describe something far more re-
markable: God renewing creation
and coming to dwell with His
people. In Revelation 21:1-3,
John sees the Holy City, the
New Jerusalem, “coming down
out of heaven from God,” and a
voice proclaims, “God’s dwell-
ing place is now among the peo-
ple.” The New Jerusalem doesn’t
take us away from earth; it
comes down to earth. Our hope is
not escape, but restoration.

This means my Christian
hope is not leaving Earth behind,
but God coming to dwell with
us on a restored Earth, making

all things new. Peter says believ-
ers “look forward to a new heaven
and a new earth, where righteous-
ness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13).

Does this mean I don’t be-
lieve in heaven? Of course not.
Heaven is real. Paul, contem-
plating his own death, said he
looked forward to being with
Christ. But Scripture presents
that as an intermediate state, a
temporary home while we await
the day Jesus returns and restores
creation.

What is that intermediate
state like? I simply don’t know.
But I am assured we will be in the
presence of the Lord and His Son.
Just don’t think of it as your final
destination. In Genesis, God gave
humanity a perfect world, but we
broke it. Through Jesus’ death and
resurrection, God began the work

of restoring His kingdom, and He
will finish that work when Christ
returns.

I don’t have the blueprints of
eternity, but Scripture gives us the
ultimate promise: God’s presence
with His people, and His grace
making all things new.

The Bible’s story doesn’t end
with us escaping earth, it ends
with God restoring it. The final
movement of Scripture is not hu-
manity going up, but God coming
down. The New Jerusalem de-
scends, creation is renewed, and
God dwells with His people for-
ever, here!

John C. Perry is the Lay Lead-
er Emeritus with New Life Methodist
Church. They meet every Sunday at 9 a.m.
(Bible Study) and 10 a.m. (Worship Ser-
vice) at 1245 Williams Road in Salado.



A8 Thursday, August 20, 2026

THE BELTON JOURNAL

Thank you for a great week of support; see you next week!

Thank you for a great week of support; see you next week!

Thank you for a great week of support; see you next week!

Committed Barron, Adler, Clough &

. Oddo, PLLC exclusively
to defendmg represents landowners

property rights in eminent domain and
condemnation cases
throughout the state of
Texas, helping to protect
the right to just

than 40 years, SOME SEE A
BUSINESS,
Call us at (512) 478-4995 if your property may WE S E E TH E

be impacted by the LCRA/Oncor Bell County
East to Big Hill 765 kV Transmission Line Project P E RS O N

BEHIND IT

Your business is unique, and so are your needs.

At Extraco, we like to treat you and your
Christopher M. Clough Christopher J. Oddo Nicholas P. Laurent Roy R. Brandys bUSineSS t0 a persona| banking experience
like a community bank should.

‘ Commercial Lending

Andrew F. York Blaire A. Knox James A. Muela Glorieni M. Azeredo ‘ B usi n ess Bon us Ba n ki n g

www.barronadler.com ‘ Commercial Insurance
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ID I—I—C Extraco Banks is a Member FDIC.

INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE NOT DEPOSITS, NOT INSURED BY THE FDIC OR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, NOT GUARANTEED BY
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To see how Extraco can help your business, contact a commercial banker at 254.774.5500 or visit extracobanks.com.
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BHS, New Tech open seasons at home Friday; Lake excels in first meet

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Belton and Belton New Tech
each begin their campaigns Friday,
when the Belton Lake Outdoor
Recreation Area (BLORA) hosts
the annual Belton Invitational.

Due to the University Inter-
scholastic League’s new wet bulb
policies, however, alterations to
the schedule were required.

The Class 5A-6A varsity girls
race will begin at 7:30 a.m., while
the following race will combine all
Class 1A-6A varsity boys togeth-
er, and the event concludes with a
Class 1A-4A girls race including
both varsity and junior varsity run-
ners and an ensuing junior varsity
boys race.

Each race will be three miles
except the Class 1A-4A varsity
and junior varsity girls race. The
course will be two miles long.

More than 30 schools are ex-
pected to attend.

Lake Belton, however, will not
be among them.

The Broncos and Lady Bron-
cos are traveling to the Cedar Park
Vista Ridge Invitational, where
they intend to build on last week’s
strong season opener.

Competing at the Temple
Wildcat Invitational, Lake Belton

won the girls Class SA-6A division
and placed second in the boys race
as each squad produced a bronze
medalist in the process.

Racing along a three-mile
course at Temple’s Lions Park,
the Lady Broncos placed all five
of their scoring runners among
the field’s top 20 en route to eas-
ily claiming the team title with 45
points.

Keira Dzenowski, a sopho-
more, led the quintet with a third-
place time of 19 minutes, 32.35
seconds, and her outing was
complemented by seniors Jenna
Benedick (11th, 21:15.98) and
Sarah Gray (14th, 21:26.39), ju-
nior Lucy Loa (16th, 21:38.33)
and sophomore Demi Fisher (18th,
21:42.34).

Additionally, five more girls
placed in the top 30, but their times
did not count toward the team total.

Finishing within 14 seconds
of one another was senior Made-
Iyn Rivas (22nd, 22:04.99), junior
Alayna Fulton (23rd, 22:11.33),
freshman Amara Bodeman (24th,
22:14.28), sophomore Sophia
Garza (25th, 22:15.07) and junior
Elizabeth Sandlin (27th, 22:18.28).

Behind individual champion
Morgan Nelsen, a senior, who
finished in 18:08.11, Pflugerville
Hendrickson was second (70) in the

standings, while senior Elizabeth
Tucker (2nd, 19:20.97) emerged
with the silver medal as she helped
Austin Anderson finish third (107).

Temple (4th, 116) and Austin
Champions homeschool (5th, 116)
completed the top five.

Hendrickson (1st, 57) edged
out the Broncos (2nd, 75) for the
boys championship despite senior
Wyatt Potts’ third-place time of
16:31.25.

Lake Belton’s score was
rounded out by seniors Josiah
Briggs (16th, 17:16.05), Jack Mc-
Cullagh (20th, 17:32.95) and Aus-
tin Adams (27th, 18:11.51) and
junior Tyler Adkins-Beltran (21st,

17:34.28).
Furthermore, junior Coo-
per Schels (28th, 18:12.25),

sophomore Drew Houston (39th,
18:42.00), senior Adrian Rentas-
Quiles (51st, 19:24.51) and junior
Anthony Garza (65th, 20:11.00)
represented the Broncos.

Killeen senior Emiliano Quin-
tero won the race in 16:14.42,
while junior Blake Zimmerman
(2nd, 16:28.98) guided Killeen
Harker Heights to third place with
99 points.

Anderson was fourth (112) fol-
lowed by Round Rock Stony Point
(5th, 153).

Lady Broncos continue whirlwind start at Pflugerville tournament

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

At some point, the Lady Broncos’
fast-and-furious start to the season will
slow, but it is not happening yet.

After playing 11 matches within the
first 16 days of the regular season, Lake
Belton took some time to relax and re-
flect this week, forgoing competition
earlier in the week.

Today, however, the whirlwind re-
sumes.

The Lady Broncos return to action
today, traveling to Pflugerville for the
district’s annual VolleyPfest Tourna-
ment, which will stretch across three
days and four campuses.

Lake Belton is one of 32 schools
participating in the event, and it is situ-
ated in Pool 8. The four teams compris-
ing the group will play their opening-
day matches at Pflugerville Connally
High School.

Austin McCallum will serve as the
Lady Bronco’s first opponent, and the
match will begin at 9 a.m. Then, Lake
Belton will play San Antonio Southwest
and San Antonio Madison at 11:30 a.m.
and 3:15 p.m., respectively.

Based on the outcomes, teams will
be resorted into new quartets for a sec-
ond day of pool play Friday, and the
results will place teams into either the
Copper, Bronze, Silver or Gold bracket
Saturday to determine final placing.

A year ago, the Lady Broncos ad-
vanced to the Gold bracket, finishing as
one of the tournament’s top eight teams.

Lake Belton enters the event with
an overall record of 6-5 following a 5-4
showing in its opening tournament.

After splitting their first two match-
es, falling to Pflugerville Weiss in
straight sets and defeating Georgetown
East View 3-1, the Lady Broncos spent
three days at the Round Rock Westwood
tournament.

They were defeated by San Anto-
nio Antonian 25-19, 25-15 in their first
match and followed with a 25-21, 25-15
loss to Richardson before beating Lib-
erty Hill Legacy Ranch’s junior varsity
squad — a last-minute replacement —
25-17, 25-8.

The following day, Lake Belton
earned a spot in the Bronze bracket with
a 2-1 performance, defeating Kingwood
(25-22, 25-17) and San Antonio Fox
Tech (25-23, 26-24). The Lady Broncos
capped off the series with a 25-19, 25-

22 loss to Pflugerville Hendrickson.

Lake Belton head coach Allison
Garner collected her 100th victory since
taking over the program in 2023 with
a 25-23, 25-21 win against Kingwood
Park, and she added to the total in the
following match, beating Hutto 25-23,
25-23.

The Lady Broncos’ stay concluded
in the bracket final, where they encoun-
tered Canyon Randall and lost 25-15,
25-15.

Next week, Lake Belton returns
home for a contest against visiting Le-
ander on Tuesday. First serve is set for
6:30 p.m.

Then, it will take part in the three-
day Joshua tournament, starting Aug.
217.

The Lady Broncos play at Lorena
(Sept. 1) and welcome Killeen Ellison
(Sept. 4) to town in their final nondis-
trict matches. They open the District
12-6A schedule Sept. 8 against Killeen
Harker Heights at home.

Broncos face tough test against Weiss in final preseason scrimmage

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

Lake Belton will hit the
road Thursday for the final
scrimmage of its preseason
slate, traveling to take on
Weiss in what should be one
of the most challenging tests
the Broncos face before the
regular season begins. The
matchup comes at a pivotal
moment for the program, as it
marks the last live look at this
year’s roster before Lake Bel-
ton officially opens its season
on Thursday, August 27.

Weiss brings a formi-
dable resume into Thursday’s

scrimmage. The Wolfs fin-
ished the 2025- 2026 season
10-3 overall, going 6-2 in a
district that was as competi-
tive as any in the state. That
mark was good enough for a
fourth place finish, but Weiss
showed the depth of its pro-
gram didn’t stop at the regu-
lar season. The Wolfs reeled
off two playoff wins before
their season came to a close
with a heartbreaking over-
time loss in the third round.
For Lake Belton, go-
ing up against a team of that
caliber isn’t just a scheduling
formality. It’s an opportunity.
Scrimmages against lesser

competition can leave coach-
ing staffs guessing about
where their team truly stands,
but a trip to face a squad that
competed for a district title
and advanced mul-

tiple rounds in

the play-

offs

strips

away
any illusions.

Whatever weaknesses exist
will be exposed, and what-
ever strengths the Broncos

have built through fall camp

will be put to the test in a real,
high pressure setting.

That kind of clarity is

exactly what

a new

coach-

ing staff

needs. This is the

first season under head coach
Kirk Rogers, and every rep
this preseason has carried

JOHN CORSI
STATE FARM INSURANGE

extra weight as the program
installs new systems, estab-
lishes new expectations, and
builds chemistry across the
roster. A scrimmage of this
magnitude gives Rogers and
his staff a clean evaluation
tool, a chance to see how the
offense executes in the red
zone, how the defense holds
up against sustained drives,
and how special teams per-
form when the opponent isn’t
just lining up and running the
same handful of plays.
There’s also a men-
tal component to consider.
Facing potential adversity
now, in a scrimmage setting

101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

against a good opponent,
can pay dividends once the
games start to count. Players
who see what real playoff
caliber competition looks like
in August will be better pre-
pared for the grind of a full
season, especially with dis-
trict play looming just a few
weeks down the road.

Kickoff is set for Thurs-
day at Weiss, with the Bron-
cos looking to carry the
lessons and hopefully the mo-
mentum from this final tune
up straight into their August
27 season opener.
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Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm Saturday 9am- 3pm
o Vinyl « Hardwood « Laminate

o Carpet « Ceramic Tile
«Vinyl Plank

Engineered Hardwoo
(Starting at $3.00)

5812 S. General Bruce Dr. « floorcosurplus.com

254.727.4061

Sports

Briels

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The Tigers will participate in their final scrimmage
today, hosting Killeen Shoemaker.

Freshmen and junior varsity will scrimmage at 5 p.m.,
while the varsity follows at 7 p.m.

Tiger Moms Camp and Belton media day is set for
Saturday, and Dads/Guardians and Decals will take place
Saturday.

The regular-season schedule opens Aug. 28 with a
home game against Pflugerville Hendrickson.

The Broncos will hold a community pep rally (6:30
p-m.) ahead of the annual Bronco Bash (7 p.m.) on Fri-
day. Decals with Dads/Guardians will be held Saturday at
1 p.m.

Lake Belton plays host to Cedar Park Vista Ridge on
Aug. 27 to open the regular season.

GOLF

Lake Belton will hold a parents meeting Monday at
5:30 p.m. inside the lobby of the high school.

The meeting is for both the boys and girls teams.

TENNIS

Lake Belton hosted rival Belton on Friday, and the
Broncos and Lady Broncos emerged with a one-sided vic-
tory, winning 15-4.

Brianna Dubrocq and Sonia Padmanabhan rebounded
from an opening-set loss to win via tiebreak in girls dou-
bles, while Sara Stephens earned a close win in singles.

With the outcome, Lake Belton improved to 6-0 head-
ing into Tuesday’s District 12-6A opener, but its winning
streak ended there.

Waco Midway earned a 16-3 victory at Lake Belton.

The Broncos and Lady Broncos travel to Killeen
Harker Heights on Tuesday for their next league competi-
tion.

ATHLETICS PASS

Family athletic passes for the upcoming school year
are on sale and can be purchased at the Belton High School
athletic complex or the BISD administration offices.

The pass admits the holder and immediate family into
all home games conducted by BISD. It is accepted for all
sports except football. Cost is $100.

Cash or credit card is accepted for purchases made at
Belton High School, while cash is required for purchases
at the administration offices.

BOOSTER CLUB

The Belton Tiger Athletic Booster Club is currently

accepting memberships for the upcoming school year.

Contributions benefit all athletes across all sports for
the entire school year with options for both community
and corporate memberships. Benefits vary based on mem-
berships.

For the community, Cub ($75), White ($150), Red
($300) and Varsity ($500) options are available, while
corporate options are Tiger ($1,250), Elite ($3,000) and
Legacy (85,000).

Payments for memberships can be made online at Bel-
tonTigersABC.org, through Venmo by using the handle @
BeltonTigers-ABC or by sending via mail to BTABC, PO
Box 1454, Belton, TX, 76513.

For more information, visit BeltonAthletics.com or
BeltonTigersABC.org.

RUNNING

Registration for the Lions on the Leon Captain “D”
Dash for Sight is open until race day Oct. 3.

Hosted by the Belton Lions Club, the five-kilometer
race will be held at Heritage Park beginning at 8:30 a.m.
An opening ceremony will start at 8:15 a.m.

The event will begin and end at the Lions Pavillion.

Awards will be given to the top three finishers in each
age group, and an award will be given to the best pirate
costume.

The race proceeds help provide eye exams and glasses
for those in need, and donations of used glasses will be ac-
cepted for recycling.

Tigers dominate Rudder in straight sets volleyball victory

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Belton Tigers vol-
leyball program picked up a
commanding home victory
Tuesday, sweeping Rudder
in straight sets to open the
week on a high note. Belton
controlled the match from
start to finish, winning 25-
11, 25-7, and 25-7 in a per-
formance that showcased
great dominance that the
program will look to build
on as the season progresses.

The opening set set

the tone early, with Belton
jumping out and never al-
lowing Rudder to find any
rhythm on either side of
the ball. A 25-11 first set
win gave the Tigers all the
momentum they needed,
and they carried that energy
into the second and third
sets with even more author-
ity. Belton’s 25-7 finishes in
both the second and third
sets reflected a team click-
ing on all cylinders, serving
with precision, defending
with discipline, and finish-
ing points efficiently at the

net.

Sweeps like this one
are valuable for a program
not just in the win column,
but in what they reveal
about depth and execution.
Being able to close out a
match in three sets, and do-
ing so by such lopsided mar-
gins in sets two and three,
suggests Belton is finding
consistency in phases of the
game that often decide close
matches later in the season,
serve and receive, blocking,
and putting away opportuni-
ties when they present them-

selves.

With the Rudder match
now behind them, the Ti-
gers won’t have much time
to rest. Belton heads into a
stretch of competition start-
ing Thursday, August 20,
as the team travels to com-
pete in the Pflugerville ISD
tournament, a multi day
event running through Sat-
urday, August 22. Tourna-
ment play presents a differ-
ent kind of challenge than a
standard match, with teams
often facing multiple op-
ponents in a single day and

needing to adjust quickly
between matchups. For a
Belton squad coming off a
statement win, the tour-
nament offers a

chance to test

that momen-

tum against

a broader

field of

competi-

tion and

continue

building chem-

istry heading into

district play.

Following the tourna-
ment, the Tigers will return
home for a matchup against
Harker Heights on Tuesday,
August 25. That contest will
mark Belton’s next chance
to play in front of its home

crowd, and after Tuesday’s

performance against Rud-

der, expectations will be

high for the Tigers to

carry their form

forward.

Between

the tourna-

ment grind

and the

return to

home court

against Hark-

er Heights,

this stretch of the

schedule will offer a

clear picture of where Bel-

ton stands as the season

progresses and if Tuesday’s

sweep was any indication,

the Tigers are rounding into
form at the right time.
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WorkFORCE Central Texas stands ready

to assist workers aftected by layofts

3809 S. General Bruce Drive, Ste #103-324,
Temple, Texas, 76502 (254) 300-8242
whitishroofing.com

ROOFING CONSTRU ION

Special to the Journal

No-cost career ser-
vices, job-search support
and training resources are
available throughout the
seven-county region.

WorkFORCE Central
Texas is reminding work-
ers and employers across
the region that assistance
is available when layoffs
or business closures affect
local families.

Workers experienc-
ing an unexpected job
transition can receive
personalized  assistance
from WorkFORCE Cen-
tral Texas staff at no cost.
Services are designed to
help individuals evaluate
their options, reconnect
with employment and
prepare for new career
opportunities.

“Losing a job creates
uncertainty not only for
workers, but also for their
families,” said Dr. Linda
Angel, President & CEO
of WorkFORCE Central
Texas. “Our message to
anyone affected by a lay-
off is simple: You do not
have to navigate this tran-
sition alone. Our team is
ready to provide practical

assistance, reliable infor-
mation and a clear path
toward the next opportu-
nity.”

Available services for
job seekers include:

Career  exploration
and individualized career

planning
Local labor market
information, including

in-demand occupations,
wages and hiring trends

Personalized job-
search and résumé assis-
tance

Interactive work-

shops covering résumé
development, interview-
ing and other employment
skills

Connections to em-
ployers and current job
opportunities

Training  assistance
for eligible individuals
pursuing  high-demand
occupations

Child Care Services
for eligible families par-
ticipating in employment,
education or training ac-
tivities

Employers anticipat-
ing a layoff are encour-
aged to contact Work-
FORCE Central Texas as
early as possible. Early

notification allows the
organization’s  response
team to begin working
with employees before
their final day on the job,
provide customized ser-
vices at the workplace and
connect affected workers
with employers that are
actively hiring.

“The sooner we are
notified, the sooner we
can help workers prepare
for and secure their next
opportunity,” said Dr. An-
gel. “Helping people re-
turn to work more quickly
can also reduce the time
they may need unemploy-
ment benefits. Because
benefits paid to former
employees can affect an
employer’s  unemploy-
ment insurance costs or
future tax rate, early coor-
dination may benefit both
the affected workers and

GUESS WHO »

| am a singer born in England on August
22,1995. | worked as a waitress while living
in London. | started posting covers of
songs on YouTube. | won Grammy Awards
in 2019 for Best New Artist and Best Dance
Record, and I've had many hits on the
charts. | recently tied the knot.
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Expenrt, Affordable Auto Repairs

& Maintenance

DARREL &
STEVEN
GREEN "™ e

254-770-0666 | www.DarrelGreensAutoTX.com

Millwork®Hardware S Plumning

FAMILY OWNED &
OPERATED SINCE 1945

WE MAKE SURE YOU EXPERIENCE THE BEST ¢ FASTEST SERVICE.

HEERE

1001S

1010 S MAIN ST.(254) 939-5132

Normanbuildingmaterials.com

ORKFORCE

SOLUTIONS OF CENTRAL TEXAS

the employer.”

Our services can be
tailored to an employer’s
schedule and circum-
stances. WorkFORCE
maintains the confiden-
tiality of employer in-
formation while helping
minimize workforce dis-
ruption, connect skilled
workers with regional
opportunities and support
the continued strength of
the Central Texas econo-
my.

About WorkFORCE
Central Texas

WorkFORCE Central
Texas offers employment
services to employers,
individuals, veterans and
students. The organiza-
tion partners with commu-
nities, counties, chambers
of commerce, colleges
and public school dis-
tricts to facilitate eco-

nomic success throughout
Bell, Coryell, Hamilton,
Lampasas, Milam, Mills
and San Saba counties.
At WorkFORCE Central
Texas, we’re helping cre-
ate a brighter future for
Central Texas.

templetechnology.net
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EMPLOYMENT LEGALS LEGALS

MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. Apply
in person 103 Lake Road in Belton,
or 603 South First in Temple. Pay based on experi-

ence
TFN

LEGALS

APPLICATION HAS BEEN FILED WITH
THE
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION

for Caseys Marketing Company for a Wine Only
Package Store d/b/a Casey’s #4683 located at
5537 FM 4309, Belton, Bell County, TX 76513
Officers: Samuel James — President, Brian Johnson
— VP, Douglas Beech — Asst. Sec., Scott Faber —
Secretary, Eric Larsen - Treasurer
08.13,08.20

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS

TO: RANDY LOREDO RODRIGUEZ, 5419
DENMANS LOOP, BELTON, TX 78513-4764
PER THE ORDER FOR SUBSTITUTE SERVICE
TRCP 106 (B) OR WHEREVER HE MAY BE
FOUND
Greetings:

YOU (AND EACH OF YOU) ARE HEREBY
COMMANDED to appear before the County
Court At Law #2 of Hidalgo County at the
Courthouse being located at 100 N. Closner, in
the City of Edinburg, Hidalgo County, Texas, by
filing a written answer at or before 10 o’clock A.M.
of the first Monday next after the expiration of
forty-two days from the date of the issuance of this
citation, the date for answer being the 17th day of
September, 2026 to Plaintiff’s Petition filed in said
Court, on the 9th day of September, 2025, in this
cause, numbered CL-21-2173-B on the docket of
said Court and styled
LACKS VALLEY STORES, LTD. vs. RANDY
LOREDO RODRIGUEZ

A brief statement of the name of this suit is
as follows, to-wit:* CONTRACT - OTHER
CONTRACT (OCA)

The officer executing this writ shall promptly serve
the same according to requirements of law, and the
mandates hereof, and make due return as the law
directs.

Witness, ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR., Clerk of
the County Court(s) of Hidalgo County, Texas.
Issued and given under my hand and the seal of
said Court at office this the 6th day of August,
2026.

ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR., COUNTY
CLERK, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS, 100 N.
CLOSNER
EDINBURG, TEXAS 78539, COUNTY COURT
AT LAW #2
By: LORENA PEREZ Deputy

NOTICE
You have been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attorney’s do not file a written
answer with the clerk who issued this citation by
10:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the
expiration of forty-two days after you were served
this citation and petition, a default judgment may
be taken against you Plaintiff/Plaintiff’s Attorney:
JOSE W. HERNANDEZ, 206 W STUBBS ST
EDINBURG TX 78539
* Here give brief statement of nature of suit,
proper description of property, if any, and interest

Your home or land could be one
of your largest investments.

We would be honored to
represent you in this important
transaction.

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com
(254) 939-3800

defendants are alleged to hold in said property, if
they have an interest therein. See Rule 114, Rules
of Civil Procedure. See Rule 115, Rules of Civil
Procedure, where suit involves land.

Reproduction of this form by any person or party is
prohibited.

08.13,08.20,08.27, 09.3PD

26DFAM360546
NO.

Filed 3/25/2026 10:57 AM Joanna Staton, District
Clerk District Court - Bell County, TX by Hailey
Bailey , Deputy
IN THE MATTER OF IN THE DISTRICT
COURT THE MARRIAGE OF ERICA KISS
AND EFRAIN VELAZQUEZ JIMENEZ
169" JUDICIAL DISTRICT, BELL COUNTY,
TEXAS
ORIGINAL PETITION FOR DIVORCE
1. Discovery Level, Discovery in this case is
intended to be conducted under level 2 of rule 190
of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.
2. Objection to Assignment of Case to Associate
Judge Petitioner objects to the assignment of this
matter to an associate judge for a trial on the merits
or presiding at a jury trial.
3. Parties, This suit is brought by ERICA KISS,
Petitioner. The last three numbers of ERICA KISS’
driver’s license number are 176. The last three
numbers of ERICA KISS’ Social Security number
are 677. EFRAIN VELAZQUEZ JIMENEZ is
Respondent.
4. Domicile, Petitioner has been a domiciliary of
Texas for the preceding six-month period and a
resident of this county for the preceding ninety-day
period.
5. Service, Process should be served on Respondent
at 10477 Spalding St Omaha Nebraska or
wherever he may be present.
6. Protective Order Statement, No protective
order under title 4 of the Texas Family Code,
under Chapter 7A of the Texas Code of Criminal
Procedure, or an order for emergency protection
under Article 17.292 of the Texas Code of
Criminal Procedure is in effect, and no application
for a protective order is pending with regard to the
parties to this suit or the child of the parties to this
suit.
Petition for Divorce Page | 1
7. Dates of Marriage and Separation, The parties
were married on or about 6/12/2009 and ceased to
live together as spouses on or about 2012.
8. Grounds for Divorce, The marriage has become
insupportable because of discord or conflict of
personalities between Petitioner and Respondent
that destroys the legitimate ends of the marriage
relationship and prevents any reasonable
expectation of reconciliation.
9. Children of the Marriage, No children involved
in the marriage
10. Division of Community Property, The
Petitioner and the Respondent own community
property, and each owns separate property. They
have also incurred debts and liabilities during the
marriage for which community property is liable.
The petitioner anticipates that the parties can come
up with a just and agreeable division of the estate
of petitioner and respondent, but in the event the
parties are unable to come to such agreement, the
petitioner requests that the Court order a division
of the estate of the petitioner and the respondent
in a manner that the Court deems just and right, as
provided by law.
11. Attorney’s Fees, Expenses, Costs, and
Interest, It was necessary for Petitioner to secure
the services of Marc Chavez, a licensed attorney,
to prepare and prosecute this suit. To effect an
equitable division of the estate of the parties and as
a part of the division, and for services rendered in
connection with conservatorship and support of the
child, judgment for attorney»s fees, expenses, and
costs through trial and appeal should be granted
against Respondent and in favor of Petitioner for
the use and benefit of Petitionens attorney and be
ordered paid directly to Petitionens attorney, who
may enforce the judgment in the attorney>s own
name. Petitioner requests post judgment interest as
allowed by law.
12. Prayer, Petitioner prays that citation and
notice issue as required by law and that the Court
grant a divorce and all other relief requested in
this petition. Petitioner prays that the Court, after
notice and hearing, grant a temporary injunction
enjoining Respondent, in conformity with the
allegations of this petition, from the acts set forth
above while this case is pending. Petitioner prays

for attorney»s fees, expenses, and costs as requested
above. Petitioner prays for general relief.
Respectfully submitted, Marc Chavez Law

Firm, 2251 Double Creek Dr Unit 601, Round
Rock, TX 78664, Tel: (512) 337-9774

By: Marc Chavez, State Bar No.

24050405, marc(@marcchavezlawfirm.

com, ATTORNEYS FOR ERICA KISS
08.20,08.27,09.03,09.10pd

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of JANICE CAROL
BRANCH, Deceased, were issued on August 13,
2026, in Cause No. 25CPB00770, pending in the
County Court at Law No. 1, Bell County, Texas, to:
GREGORY SWANE.
All persons having claims against this Estate which
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: ASHLEY CLAPPER Attorney at Law 603
North 8th Street Killeen, TX 76541
DATED the 14" day of August 2026.
CORBIN & CLAPPER, ATTORNEYS, DANIEL
A. CORBIN, State Bar No. 04814300, ASHLEY
CLAPPER State Bar No. 24076317, 603 North 8th
Street, Killeen, TX 76541, Tel: (254) 526-4523,
Fax: (254) 526-6711, Email: legal@

corbinlegalteam.com
08.20
CAUSE NO.26CPB00443
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of MARY F. SEROTA,
Deceased, were issued on August 4, 2026, under
Cause No. 26CPB00443, pending in County Court
of Bell County, Texas, to KATHERINE ANN
JONES.

All persons having claims against this Estate are
required to present them to the undersigned at the
address shown below within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.

Dated this 12th day of August, 2026.

/s/ Suzanne N. Hack, Suzanne N. Hack
#24049511, Sheehy, Lovelace & Mayfield, P.C.,
510 N. Valley Mills Drive, Suite 500, Waco, Texas
76710, Telephone No. 254-772-8022, Facsimile
No. 254-772-9297, Email: shack@slm.law,
ATTORNEYS FOR THE EXECUTRIX OF THE
ESTATE OF MARY F. SEROTA
08.20

CAUSE NO.26CPB00441
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of FRANK R.

SEROTA, Deceased, were issued on August
4, 2026, under Cause No. 26CPB00441, pend-
ing in County Court of Bell County, Texas, to
KATHERINE ANN JONES.

All persons having claims against this Estate are
required to present them to the undersigned at the
address shown below within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.

Dated this 12th day of August, 2026.

/s/ Suzanne N. Hack, Suzanne N. Hack
#24049511, Sheehy, Lovelace & Mayfield, P.C.,
510 N. Valley Mills Drive, Suite 500, Waco, Texas
76710, Telephone No. 254-772-8022, Facsimile
No. 254-772-9297, Email: shack@slm.law
,LATTORNEYS FOR THE EXECUTRIX OF THE
ESTATE OF FRANK R. SEROTA
08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of CHARLES M.

STILES AKA CHARLES MARION STILES JR.,
Deceased, were issued on July 30, 2026, in Cause
No.
26CPB00428, pending in the County Court at
Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, to: ASHLEY
CLAPPER. All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being administered are
required to present them to the undersigned within
the time and in the manner prescribed by law. c/o:
ASHLEY CLAPPER Attorney at Law, 603 North
8th Street, Killeen, TX 76541
DATED the 12th day of August 2026.

CORBIN & CLAPPER, PC, 603 North 8th Street,
Killeen, TX 76541 Tel: (254) 526-4523, Fax: (254)
526-6711
By: ASHLEY CLAPPER,DANIEL A. CORBIN
,State Bar No. 04814300, ASHLEY CLAPPER
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,State Bar No. 24076317, Legal@CorbinLegal Team.com, Attorney for
CONSTANCE STILES
08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
Mary Frank Barner, Deceased, were issued on August 6, 2026, in Cause
No. 26CPB00106, pending in the County Court At-Law No: 1, Bell County,
Texas, to: Orris John Long.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law. Estate of Mary Frank Barner, c/o: Orris John
Long, 103 Dolphine Ave., El Granada, CA 94018

SIGNED on August 12, 2026.

Respectfully submitted, THE ZIMMERMAN LAW FIRM, P.C.

By: /s/ Garrett L. Beach, Garrett L. Beach, State Bar No.: 24101493, 3501 W.
Waco Dr., Waco, Texas, 76710 Telephone:, (254) 633-3333 Facsimile:, (254)
752-9680 ,E-mail: gbeach@zlawhelp.com, Attorneys for Orris John Long
08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of WALLACE
EDWARD TOUTANT, Deceased, were issued on July 13, 2026, in Cause No.
26CPB00324, pending in the County Court at Law of Bell County, Texas, to
PAUL MICHAEL TOUTANT,
All persons having claims against the estate, which is presently being admin-
istered, are required to submit them, within the time and manner prescribed
by law, and before the estate is closed, addressed as follows: ¢/o BRETT H.
PRITCHARD, 1201 S. W.S. Young Dr., Ste C, Killeen, Texas 76543
Dated: AUG 11%, 2026
BRETT H. PRITCHARD Attorney for PAUL MICHAEL TOUTANT
08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
ANTHONY C. WATSON, Deceased, were issued on March 3, 2026, in
Cause No. 25CPB00734, pending in the County Court at Law Number 1 of
Bell County, Texas, to DONNA MARIE WATSON.
All persons having claims against the estate, which is presently being admin-
istered, are required to submit them, within the time and manner prescribed
by law, and before the estate is closed, addressed as follows: ¢/o BRETT H.
PRITCHARD ,1201 S. W.S. Young Dr., Ste C, Killeen, TX 76543
Dated: AUG 112026
BRETT H. PRITCHARD Attorney for DONNA MARIE WATSON
08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
DENNIS LYNN LESCHBER, Deceased, were issued on August 5, 2026, in
Cause No. 26CPB00382, pending in the County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell
County, Texas, to: JEFFREY SCOTT LESCHBER.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and
in the manner prescribed by law. c¢/o: JEFFREY SCOTT LESCHBER, 1812
Ridgecrest Dr,. Garland, Texas 75042
SIGNED on August 11, 2026.
/s/James O. Cure, James O. Cure Attorney for JEFFREY SCOTT
LESCHBER, State Bar No.: 05252800 ,2584 Blue Meadow Dr,. Temple,
TX 76502, Telephone: (254) 778-8934, Facsimile: (254) 773-2477, Email:
jocure@cureandfrancis.net
08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration for the Estate
of EUGENE GATES, Deceased, were issued on July 30, 2026, in Cause
No. 24CPB00339, pending in the County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell County,
Texas, to: CORDELIA GATES.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and
in the manner prescribed by law. c/o: Ashley Clapper Attorney at Law, 603
North 8th Street Killeen, TX 7654

Signed on August 10®, 2026

CORBIN & CLAPPER, PC 603 North 8th Street, Killeen, TX 76541, Tel:
(254) 526-4523, Fax: (254) 526-6711,

By: ASHLEY CLAPPER, DANIEL A. CORBIN, State Bar No. 04814300
,LASHLEY CLAPPER ,State Bar No. 24076317, Legal@CorbinLegal Team.
com Attorney for CORDELIA GATES

08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration for the Estate
of Timothy Jones, Deceased, were issued on August 12, 2026, in Cause No.
26CPB00147, pending in the County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County,
Texas, to: BRIDGETTE JONES. All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being administered are required to present them to
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. c/o:
ASHLEY CLAPPER Attorney at Law 603 North 8th Street Killeen, TX
76541

DATED the 17th day of August 2026.

CORBIN & CLAPPER, PC, 603 North 8th Street, Killeen, TX 76541, Tel:
(254) 526-4523, Fax: (254) 526-6711

By: ASHLEY CLAPPER, DANIEL A. CORBIN, State Bar No. 04814300,
ASHLEY CLAPPER ,State Bar No. 24076317, Legal@CorbinLegal Team.
com Attorney for BRIDGETTE JONES

08.20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of
ROBERT LEE FITZSIMMONS, JR., Deceased, were issued on August 11,
2026, in Cause No. 26CPB00197, pending in the County Court-At-Law No:

1, Bell County, Texas, to: MATTHEW P. FITZSIMMONS.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law. c/o: Jeffrey A. Thigpen Attorney at Law, PO
Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503

SIGNED on August 17, 2026.
Jeffrey A. Thigpen Attorney for MATTHEWP. FITZSIMMONS, State Bar
No.: 24099990, PO Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503, Telephone: (254) 773-
1663, Facsimile: (254) 773-2574 ,Email: jeff@linzythigpen.com

08.20

THE STATE OF TEXAS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT AND CHILD
To: Ricky Sanchez, any Unknown Father and All Whom It May Concern,
Respondents, in the hereinafter-styled and - numbered cause:
You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or your attorney do
not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10 a.m. on
the Monday next following the expiration of 20 days after you were served
this citation and petition, a default judgment may be taken against you. The
Original Petition of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services,
Petitioner, was filed in the 146th Judicial District Court of Bell County, Texas,
on April 6, 2026, against Maria Saenz and Ricky Sanchez, Respondent(s),
numbered 26DFAM360820, and entitled “In the Interest of MICHAEL
SAENZ, minor child.” The suit requests to terminate the parent-child relation-
ships and/or to appoint a managing conservator of the child. The date and
place of birth of the child who is the subject of the suit is:
MICHAEL SAENZ, DOB: April 1, 2026, Place of birth: Texas
The court has authority in this suit to render an order in the child’s interest that
will be binding on you, including the termination of the parent-child relation-
ship, the determination of paternity, and the appointment of a conservator with
authority to consent to the child’s adoption.
The name and address of the attorney for plaintiff is Macy Green, Bell County
Attorney’s Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, TX 76513
Issued and given under my hand and seal of the Court at Belton, Texas, this
the 17th day of
august 2026
Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, Texas 1201 Huey Road, P.O.
Box 909, Belton, TX 76513
By: C. Rodriguez Deputy.
08.20

CAUSE NO. 24CPB00595
IN THE ESTATE OF LUIS GRIMALDO DECEASED IN THE COUNTY
COURT
AT LAW NO. 1 BELL COUNTY, TEXAS
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration for the Estate
of Luis Grimaldo, Deceased, were issued on October 1st, 2025 in Cause No.
24CPB00595 in the County Court At Law
No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, to: Willie Wells, Independent Administrator.
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required
to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
DATED the 17th day of August, 2026
Respectfully Submitted:
/s/ Lane Heginbotham, HARRIS LAW OFFICE, 425 North Eighth Street,
Killeen, Texas 76541,
Phone (254) 526-0108 ,Fax (254) 526-7141, Lane Heginbotham, State Bar
No.: 24000323, E-mail: lane@centexlawyers.net 08.20

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the
Western District of Texas

Nationstar Mortgage, LLC )

Plaintiff
v.
Civil Action No. 6:25-cv-00469
Jordan Isaiah Escamilla Brown, et al.

N AN AN AN AN

Defendant
SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION
To: Jordan Isaiah Escamilla Brown and Lizett Laguna
A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 28 days after the issuance of this summons, you (and each of you) must appear
before the United States District Court for the Western District of Texas, Waco Division, at the
Courthouse being located at U.S. District Clerk's Office, 800 Franklin Ave., Room 380, Waco
Texas 76701, by filing a written answer, or a motion under Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure, on or before the first Monday next after the expiration of twenty-eight days from the
date of the issuance of this citation, the date for answer being Monday,
, to Plaintiff's Original Complaint filed in said court, on October 10,
2025 as Civil Action number 6:25-cv-00469 and styled Nationstar Mortgage LLC v. Jordan
Isaiah Escamilla Brown, Lizett Laguna, and United States of America, on behalf of the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. The answer or motion must be served on the Plaintiff or
Plaintiff's attorney, whose name and address are:

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
Attn: Bradley Conway

16415 Addison Road, Suite 725
Addison, Texas 75001

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in
the complaint.

A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as follows:

This proceeding is seeking judicial foreclosure of the real property located at 301 N.
7th St., Nolanville, TX 76559 and more particularly described in Exhibit A attached to the
Deed of Trust that is recorded as instrument number 2022034951 in the real property
records of Bell County, Texas.

The officer executing this writ shall promptly serve the same according to requirements of
law, and the mandates hereof, and make due return as the law directs.




B6

THE BELTON JOURNAL

Thursday, August 20, 2026

DITORIAL

A revolution of words

When Johannes Gutenberg invented the movable
type printing press in the mid 1400s, many scribes
throughout Europe probably freaked out about their
jobs. Until then, pretty much everything was handwrit-
ten by scribes who wrote on vellum, aka animal skin.

Europe went through a revolution because of the
press and movable type, and that revolution affected
the entire known world at that time.

But what about the scribes and the shrinking de-
mand for their handwritten work. Was their business
obsolete? What would a smart scribe do in order to
earn a living?

Fast forward not quite 600 years and we’ve been
through a digital revolution and our world has become
increasingly “not paper.”

Until working for the newspaper, my exposure
to the world of “paper” was limited to that of book
publishing. With the advent of ebooks, things have
changed for paperbacks and with that, publishers had
to rethink the way they do business.

Years ago, [ attended a conference workshop given
by Allen Arnold, then senior vice president and pub-
lisher of Thomas Nelson’s fiction division. He directly
met the idea of what publishers and publishing should
do about the digital revolution head-on.

My Front Porch ¢ Lynette Sowell

“We are not simply paper book publishers,” he
said. “We are information publishers. It is our job to
provide that information, those books, to our readers
in whatever form they would like to buy it.”

Smart publishers don’t fight the change, and like
those scribes of old, they figure out a way to adapt to
the changing formats. I think it’s an exciting time to
be a writer.

In fact, anyone can start an online “newspaper”
and start sharing what they think is “news,” when it’s
not really the news. Gullibility runs rampant on the
Internet.

Those in the newspaper biz must understand that
people get their news in other formats besides opening
printed and folded pages. For some, there’s no better
way to get hometown news than in digital form. You
can get your local newspaper on your mobile device
first thing Thursday morning.

We will still have newspapers of record. There’s
something to be said about the “realness” of paper.
When it’s printed, it is that more real when so much
about the digital world has become fake.

Also, clippings of significant events in our lives
never go out of style. There is nothing like someone
seeing their name in print. Paper or pixels, it doesn’t

matter. Either way, you can still keep up with current
events that mean something to you.

With all the information out there, wouldn’t it be
nice if you could get your news and information in one
place? What if you miss a Facebook post, social media
junkies? It’s a constant ticker-tape stream of informa-
tion that is here and gone in the next moment. How do
you wade through screen after screen of information
which is sometimes mis-information?

Al Cross, the director of the University of Ken-
tucky’s Institute for Rural Journalism and Community
Issues, put it well when he said:

“We practice journalism, which reports facts. To
do that, we verify information or we attribute it to
someone else. That is called the discipline of verifica-
tion, and it is the essence of the news media. Social
media [outlets] have no discipline, and hardly any
verification, and they emphasize opinion. Newspapers
separate fact from opinion, reserving our own views

for the editorial page. Of course, our views influence

what news we choose to cover, so if you think we’re
not covering what should be covered, or have failed to
separate fact from opinion, or make another mistake,
we want you to tell us.”

The Egg Hunt

Coffee Talk * Renae Brumbaugh Green

I know it’s not Easter. And even if it
were, it’s been decades since I went on a
bonafide egg hunt. I’'m usually the one hid-
ing the eggs, not finding them. But that all
changed a few weeks ago when Rick and I
were on vacation.

We drove for two days, stopping off in
Lubbock, to end up at a small town in New
Mexico. The remote cabin we rented was
right on the Pecos River, and it was glori-
ous! But I’'m getting ahead of myself. Rick
(the organized one and therefore the planner
for all our trips) had made sure we’d drive
through the town before reaching our desti-
nation. We’d stop for groceries, then go off
the grid for a week.

Little did we know, there was no gro-
cery store in this town.

There was a Dollar General. They sell
eggs and milk, right? We’d grab enough for
breakfast basics and drive to a bigger town

tomorrow. We’d been in the car for two days
straight. We were ready to relax.

Dollar General let us down. Their re-
frigeration section was out of commission,
$0... no eggs. Or milk. But there was a gas
station across the street.

They had milk, but no eggs. But there
were two more gas stations in town. Surely
one of them had eggs. Surely.

We tried the next gas station. No eggs.
But on the way there, we spotted a Fam-
ily Dollar. They carry eggs, don’t they? We
pulled in the parking lot and practically ran
into the store, straight to the back where the
refrigerated section is. (Have you noticed all
Family Dollar stores have the same layout?
Makes it easy to find stuff.)

Y’all. They had ice cream. And techni-
cally, some ice cream contains eggs... but
they did not have eggs in a carton. This was
turning into the most frustrating egg hunt

I’ve ever been on.

With little hope, we pulled into the fi-
nal gas station. “They’re not going to have
any,” Rick said. “But we might as well go
in. I need to use the men’s room.”

He took care of his business while I
looked around. There, in the corner, like
a beacon on a hill, was a tiny refrigerated
section with four whole cartons of eggs.
I’'m certain I heard angels singing. (Or it
might have been Randy Travis playing on
the old-school radio behind the counter.) I
paid dearly for a dozen eggs, and was happy
to doit.

Rick’s eyes lit up when he saw me
holding the goods. We still needed more
groceries, but at least we had breakfast.

It was tempting to give up after the first
three tries. We were exhausted. We were
ready to see the inside of our cabin and ex-
plore the surrounding area. But we persist-

ed, and it paid off in the form of 12 perfectly
formed, perfectly expensive eggs.

In a similar way, we sometimes have
to hunt for God. His presence is all around
us, but it’s not always obvious—like when
natural disasters take innocent lives, or war
kills unsuspecting civilians. Even then, He
is right there... and He will make His pres-
ence felt to those who look diligently for
Him.

Some days I see God everywhere.
Other days are dark, and it seems like He’s
disappeared. But my decades of friendship
with the Almighty have taught me that He’s
always near to those who seek Him. Some-
times we just have to look a little harder. The
effort of the hunt is always worth the reward
of His presence, His peace, and His love.

“You will seek me and find me when
you seek me with all your heart.” Jeremi-
ah 29:13

Legendary Kindness

Shop the Insanty * Dren Bl

As I’ve mentioned before, due to a
variety of factors (such as old injuries that
limit how long I can sit in one position
without stretching), I don’t get to do a lot
of traveling.

For obvious reasons, I make it a point
to get over to the local Comic-Con event as
often as possible.

Indie publisher Iconic Comics out
of Temple, Texas, has been running Bell
County Comic-Con in Belton for a few
years at this point. The very first event
was a bit of a gamble, but it showed that
there is incredible demand in the area for
an event we can call our own. It’s my un-
derstanding that in 2025 they had as many
guests show up as there were residents of
the town I live in according to the year’s
census projections.

Typically, Iconic Comics has a booth
there (I'm there so often one of the writ-

ers knows me on sight) alongside 2 — 3
other indie publishers like Antarctic Press.
There are usually a couple of headline ac-
tors, such as Lou Ferrigno (who has head-
lined twice). Joining them are 2 — 3 “Power
Rangers” franchise alumnus, several voice
actors (many from Crunchyroll or Sentai
Filmworks), 2 — 3 professional wrestlers,
several TV and movie actors, and a few
other guests. There’s typically an artist al-
ley of some kind, numerous vendors who
sell a wide variety of merchandise, local
businesses out to drum up business, aspir-
ing creators trying to find audiences, a car
show, and even bounce houses for the little
kids. Yes, the event has grown so big that
it now occupies every single facility within
the sprawling Huntington Bank Expo Cen-
ter, including a dedicated area for food
trucks.

This year, the line-up of wrestlers

consisted of Sgt. Slaughter, Tatanka, and
Kevin Von Erich. I decided to visit all three
wrestlers. I’d wait in line for one, pay for
my photo opportunity, then go to the next
line. The lines themselves were a bit long,
so I’d just need to have a bit of patience.

Ladies and gents, all three individuals
were so incredibly positive and upbeat. Sgt.
Slaughter and his crew had compliments
& a challenge coin for anyone who could
“survive” his Cobra Clutch hold. Tatanka
took extra time to speak with a child who
arrived in full costume. Kevin Von Erich
had genuine delight in his voice every time
he spoke with someone. These were titans
of the sport who worked hard to earn their
place in the annals of the sport, living leg-
ends, yet at the same time they worked to
make everyone they met feel special.

I’d had a bit of a rough week before
heading off to Comic-Con, the kind of

Pets and Such

rough week that *started* with my car
blowing a head gasket. Yet as I was waiting
in line for everyone I could feel everything
just melting away from the excitement of
meeting some of my heroes and the sheer
positive energy on display. I needed those
good vibes.

Folks, it doesn’t matter how “big” or
“important” we are. Sometimes we just
need to give another person that time, that
kindness, that positive motivation. It might
not be anything special to us, but for some
people it can be the entire world, especial-
ly if things haven’t been so sunny of late.
It doesn’t take all that much to be a hero to
someone else.

And yes, I’'m already trying to clear
my calendar for next year’s Comic-Con.
It’s always the first weekend in August,
and I guard that weekend as best as I can.

I will come out and state that I am not a “pet parent” and
probably would not be a good one. Now it is not that I don’t
like animals, especially those that would make good pets.
However, the word “parent” in that phrase implies some level
of responsibility, and I don’t think I want to do that right now.
If you were a “kid parent”, which I was, there was a lot of
responsibility with that. Now a pet doesn’t always need the
same level as a child, but, they can be demanding, especially
due to the fact that their world is basically outside and they
want to be there at some point every day, rain or shine, or
cold, or freezing rain, or windy, or just downright unpleasant.

I put together an alphabetized list of potential pets, and
the pros and cons, in case someone is wanting a new pet.

Aardvark: The mascot of countless bail bond businesses.
They are nocturnal, so up all night. You won’t have to worry
about ants or termites. I don’t know where you can buy one.

Armadillo: Common to Texas, so you could probably
just “adopt” one from the side of the road so they don’t get
“runned” over. Another critter that is up all night. The good
thing about an armadillo is that it is the only known enemy of
the dreaded “fire ant”, of course, they don’t eat that many in
one sitting.

This will likely be a long column if I keep going. Let me

Pleasant Ramblings * Mark Magnan

thin the list down a bit.

Cats: I have a lot of experience with cats as that was the
preferred pet when I was growing up. They are like a toddler
with the attitude of a teenager. They will stay up at night just
to do the things that they are not allowed to do, like walk all
over the kitchen counter with their dirty feet. They don’t eat
ants, like our first couple of options, actually they are picky
eaters as a whole. They will likely turn their nose up at most
packaged cat foods, but will eat the guts of a fish. The upside
of a cat is that their “restroom” is inside so you don’t have to
take them for a walk in the aforementioned bad weather. The
downside of a cat is that their restroom is inside, so you have
to deal with that.

Dogs: The most popular choice. The big difference be-
tween dogs and cats is that a dog is always happy to see you,
where a cat wouldn’t miss you for a week as long as it had
water and food. Dogs do like to go outside, a lot, and since
they are covered in fur they handle the weather a lot better
than people. Dogs are typically not picky eaters, they will hap-
pily enjoy any pet food, eating like they haven’t been fed in a
week , and shortly after eating packaged food they will also eat
what is left of a “road kill” armadillo that has been roasting in
the sun for a month.

Fish: We also had tropical fish when I was a youngster.
There is not much you can do with a fish, feed them, watch
them and clean their water. Having a cat and fish at the same
time didn’t create much of an issue. Once one of the fish man-
aged to get out of the tank and expired right there on the floor
while the cat was roaming the kitchen counters.

Birds: Now I have not had a bird, but I have been in
homes with a bird as a pet. The talking or singing birds are
entertaining. However, when they are ready to relieve them-
selves they aren’t too concerned as to where they are perched,
their cage or your shoulder.

Snakes: Now I have openly said that I like snakes, but I
would never have one as a pet. They are not very intelligent.
They are just an eating machine, they will try to eat about any-
thing that appears to be food, and if they get large enough that
might include their owner, I mean, pet parent. I don’t think
snakes could be domesticated enough to be a suitable pet.

Reptiles: Other than snakes, I just don’t think they would
be good to have around the house.

Out of all of the options available from the animal king-
dom we have managed to get a wolf and lion down to a man-
ageable pet. We should probably just be happy with that for
now.
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Newcomers Club Activities

"To join or for more information, please call:
Mary Pringle (760)265-5035 or
email at: pringlem@msn.com
Visit the website: www.bellcountynewcomers.com.”

Bell County Master Gardener - Aug 20

Have you tried to grow blueberries, blackberries, citrus, or
strawberries and weren’t as successful as you expected? Come
learn how you can successfully grow these fruits in containers.
Master gardener Wayne Schirner will teach us why containers
are an ideal way to address specific requirements for growing
these crops in Bell County. Thursady, Aug 20, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30
p-m.at Bell County Extension Office- Learning Center, 1605 N.
Main Street, Belton. No fee, but registration is required. Regis-
ter at txmg.org/bell.

MPR Explorers @ The Point- Aug 27

The Explorers Social will feature special guest Sarena Tate,
owner of Modern Makers & More, a newly opened creative
studio in Morgan’s Point Resort. Tate will share the mission
behind her space, her journey as a local entrepreneur, and the
ways Modern Makers & More is designed to support creativity,
connection, and community for residents at Garrett & Mic Hill
Event Center, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Bell County Retired School Employee Association- Sept 3
The Bell County Retired School Employee Association
(BCRSEA) will hold its first meeting of the 2026-2027 year
on September 3. The organization has a new meeting location!
Please join us at Fellowship Baptist Church, 2025 Morgan’s
Point Road, Belton. Refreshments and socialization will be-
gin at 1:30 a.m., with the meeting beginning at 2:00 p.m. New
members are always welcome. BCRSEA is an organization
comprised of retired school personnel and other persons inter-
ested in education. The purpose of the association is to encour-
age members to use their talents, their training and experience
in furthering the educational, social, and civic growth of the
community, the state, and the nation, and to afford opportuni-
ties for united action in solving problems relative to the needs
of all retired school personnel. For more information, see our
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/BCRSEA).

Community Plant Swap - Sept 5

Belton Public Library Community Plant Swap is coming up,
and we can’t wait to see what you bring! Join us for a morning
of trading plants, sharing tips, and connecting with fellow green
thumbs. Come ready to swap and talk all things plant-related!
Bring seeds, cutting or extra house plants to trade. 10:00 a.m. to
noon at 301 E. 1st Ave, Belton.

Soggy Doggie Day - Sept 12

Pups help end the Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Har-
ris Community Park’s Splash Pad closes to humans for the sea-
son, we fence it off and let dogs in! For more inforamtion and
rules visit beltontexas.gov/departments/parks _and_recreation.

Bacon, Blues & Brews Festival - Sept 25-26

Belton’s Bacon, Blues & Brews Festival is a celebration of
great food, live music, and community spirit in the heart of
downtown Belton. This festival brings together the smoky
aroma of bacon-inspired creations, the soulful sounds of blues
music, and a wide selection of craft brews and beverages for a
day packed with flavor and fun. Enjoy performances from tal-
ented musicians, explore unique vendors, sample bacon-themed
dishes, and experience the welcoming atmosphere that makes
Belton special. For more inforamtion visit beltontexas.gov

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both
on TUESDAY, Aug. 11th and Aug. 25th at 6:30pm at the Tem-
ple VA Hospital. Use the entrance on the Valet parking side of
the hospital and take the elevator to the 5th floor -Conference
Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those suffering
from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support
and sharing of information . For more information, call 254-
771-3638.

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth
Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the Belton V.F.W., 2311
S. Pearl St., Belton.

Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group (BAPS-North) meets
at CTCOG, 2180 N. Main St, Belton on the 2nd and 4th Fridays
from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. All are welcome, and there is
no membership cost. The Bell Area Parkinson’s Support group
(BAPS-West) meets at St. Andrews United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall, 206 W Fowler Ave, Killeen on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays from 2:30-4:00 PM every month. For more information
contact Gayle Shull at GayleInBelton@gmail.com or (254)
718-4197.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each mont
at VFW 3859. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and metting will
begin at 7:00 p.m. 201 VFW Dr, Harker heights, Tx 76548.
Email commandant@mcl1249tx.comfor more inforamtion.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed
here are many ways you can help make a difference for our hos-
pice patients. You can provide companionship, listen to music,
read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, apply
makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspen-
healthcare.net or call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s
Caregiver Support Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7
p.m. This group allows your loved ones to join. Loved ones will
be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily
life. Young’s Daughters Funeral and Bereavement Center is
located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Mon-
day of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E.
Central Ave in Belton. We are dedicated to initiating and conducting programs
that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in alignment
with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. Our community
resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery information,
historical markers and monument records. Our services include information on
historic preservation, educational programming, history community outreach
and partnerships. We welcome you to join other history minded folks and get
involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of preservation,
cemetery, markers and education. To volunteer or for more information please
visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or visit the
office located in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM
117.

The Bell County Genealogical Society meets the fourth Saturday of each
month. The group offers free Genealogy Guidance. Members of the Bell Coun-
ty Genealogical Society will be present to help those with questions about
researching their family trees. General meetings are held in the Bell County
Museum, 201 North Main St., Belton, TX. All meetings are open to the public.
You do not have to be from Bell County or have ancestors from Bell County to
participate. For additional information please visit our website at https://txbcgs.
org/home/events/

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Come down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern,
muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our
awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food,
drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E
5th Ave in Belton. If you have a desire to meet, learn, and work together with
those of similiar interests or just curious, come visit with us and see what we are
about. Mah Jong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come
join the fun and meet new folks. For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-
0611 or just come by.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12
p.-m. on Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet. All skill levels are
welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com or
Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in join-
ing the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the
National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.crochet.org for details.

Community (nformation

TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting
the Take Me Home Program, aimed at helping individuals who need spe-
cial assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a
database with photos and personal information to help police officers
find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home
is designed for individuals who may need additional aid
including those with Dementia, Autism or specific men-
tal health needs. It’s free to register someone and the
data is kept confidential to first responders. You can
sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/take-
mehome. Read more about the program here: https:// E
www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail T11 R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating
suicide, press option 1 for assistance with military/veteran population.

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak
due to home invasion, abduction or domestic violence or physically
incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency
in the first message is imperative. For further education on this service,
don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500.

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS)
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather.
Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance
police and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part of this
exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize
scams and stop scammers from stealing your money and personal infor-
mation. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam!
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips.

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home
& Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help
each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302

STAY CONNECTED: STAY INFORMED

GOT A LOCAL EVENT, CHURCH GATHERING, OR MEETING?
TELL US AND KEEP EVERYONE IN THE LOOP.

EMAIL DETAILS TO:
NEWS@BELTONJOURNAL.COM
OR CALL (254) 939-5754

IF WANT TO SPONSOR THIS PAGE
EMAIL: DAVID@BELTONJOURNAL.COM
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