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By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

The City of Belton will 
enter into an agreement with 
the Salado Fire Department 
which will realign fire-re-
sponse districts to promote 
more timely and efficient 
emergency services.

“To improve response 
efficiency and to better serve 
the public, the Belton Fire 
Department and Bell County 
ESD 1 have worked together 
to identify and adjust our 

fire district boundaries,” said 
BFD Fire Chief Jon Fon-
tenot.

“The proposed change 
focuses on areas where an-
other agency is simply closer 
and can provide a faster re-
sponse,” he said.

According to Fontenot, 
these adjustments are based 
on real-world geography 
— traffic patterns, growing 
populations, and proximity. 

“It’s a simple concept: 
the closest unit should re-
spond, and this realignment 

helps make that happen,” he 
said in a report to Council.

Fontenot said the re-
alignment has been dis-
cussed for several years, but 
recent progress was prompt-
ed by Salado to establish an 
Emergency Service District. 

“This allows the Salado 
Fire Department to hire full-
time firefighters,” Fontenot 
said. “It also puts Salado’s 
fire-fighting capabilities in-
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Belton ISD introduces proposed bond projects

Council OKs changes to Belton, Salado fire district

Belton firefighters go way 
beyond the call of duty

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

An elderly man who passed out 
while mowing his yard in 90-degree 
heat received more than medical 
care from Belton firefighters.

“We were dispatched for a med-
ical emergency,” said Belton Fire 
Chief Jon Fontenot. “He had passed 
out because of the heat. He had some 
health issues as well.”

Firefighters arriving at the scene 
treated the man for heat illness and 
prepared him for transport to Bay-
lor Scott & White Medical Center in 
Temple.

As he was being transported 
to the hospital, firefighters decided 
to go back to the residence and fin-
ish up the man’s yard work. They 
mowed the yard and finished laying 
down sod for him.

“Our firefighters are very com-
passionate,” Fontenot said. “That is 
their nature — they are compassion-
ate about helping people and giving 
back to their community.”

Summer in Texas comes with 
a warning: Stay safe when working 
or playing outside in hot weather. 
When temps hit the 90s or 100s, it’s 
important to take steps to avoid heat-
related illness such as heat stroke or 
heat exhaustion.

Here are some tips to help you 
beat the heat:

Hydration
Drink plenty of water: Don’t 

wait until you’re thirsty; sip water 
regularly throughout the day, espe-
cially when you’re active outdoors.

Replenish electrolytes: If you’re 
sweating heavily, consider low-sug-

ar sports drinks or coconut water to 
replenish electrolytes lost through 
perspiration.

Eat hydrating foods: Fruits and 
vegetables like watermelon, cucum-
bers, and berries have a high water 
content and can contribute to hydra-
tion.

Avoid dehydrating drinks: Limit 
or avoid alcohol, caffeine, and sug-
ary beverages, as they can contribute 
to dehydration. 

Staying cool indoors
Seek cool environments: If you 

don’t have air conditioning, spend 
time in cooled spaces like libraries, 
malls, or community centers.

• Close blinds and curtains: 
Block out sunlight during the hottest 
parts of the day to keep your home 
cooler.

• Use fans strategically: Position 
fans to circulate cool air, and open 
windows at night to let in cooler air 
if the outdoor temperature is lower 
than the indoor temperature.

• Take cool showers or baths: 
Cool water helps lower your body 
temperature and can provide imme-
diate relief.

• Limit heat-producing activi-
ties: Avoid using ovens, stoves, and 

See COUNCIL, 
Page A3

Courtesy Photo 
A Belton firefighter goes beyond the call of duty and mows an elderly 
Belton resident’s yard. The resident had passed out due to the heat 
and received medical attention. 
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Engineering group 
gifts renovated 

yard to Dementia 
Enrichment Center

By Kaylee Dusang   
The Belton Journal 

A local engineering group has transformed the 
backyard of Belton’s Dementia Enrichment Center 
into a peaceful retreat for visitors.  

James Construction Group, a subsidiary of Primo-
ris Services Corporation (PSC), renovated and rede-
signed the backyard of the center as part of an annual 
community service initiative. This year, the company 
wanted to pursue a project that involved helping those 
affected by dementia. 

“What Hailey is doing is extremely impactful, and 
people want to help, so we were really happy to help 
and extremely proud to be a part of it,” said Katheryn 
Williams, a project engineer at James Construction 
Group. 

The project holds a deeper meaning for Williams 
and her father, Joey Williams, who also serves as the 
group’s division manager. Williams first discovered 
the Dementia Enrichment Center while looking for re-
sources for her grandmother who lived with dementia.  

See FIREFIGHTERS, 
Page A2

By Kaylee Dusang
The Belton Journal 

During a recent community meeting on Thursday, 
July 10, Belton Independent School District shared pro-
posed bond projects that include updates on general 
classroom needs as well as expansions to sports facili-
ties, such as high school football stadiums and the Swim 
Center. 

While a bond has not been called yet, the Bond Ex-
ploration Meeting allowed board members and district 
staff to share the potential projects that could be placed 
into a bond. The community also had an opportunity to 
provide feedback on how the district plans to use the 
bond funding.  

“The Community Bond Meeting was a meaning-
ful opportunity to hear directly from our families and 
community members about the proposed bond projects,” 
Superintendent Dr. Malinda Golden said. “The conver-
sations were thoughtful and focused on what matters 
most—creating safe, functional and future-ready learn-

ing environments for all students. I’m grateful for the 
engagement and feedback as we continue planning for 
the needs of our district.”

Following the meeting, district staff asked attendees 
and those who were unable to attend to fill out a feed-
back survey on the proposed bond projects. A copy of the 
presentation and survey for the bond projects are avail-
able on the district website.

The proposed bonds fall into four propositions, 
which cover general needs, sports stadiums, technology 
devices, and the swim center: 

Proposition A  
Proposition A covers general needs to maintain the 

district’s aging facilities.  It offers two package options – 
the first option (A-1) at a total of $143.3 million and the 
second option (A-2) at a total $126.4 million. 

The proposed bond addresses safety and security 
measures, such as updates to exterior lighting, replacing 
fire alarm systems, and updates to playground fencing 
and video surveillance. It also includes replacing HVAC 
systems, roofing, and classroom furniture as well as pro-

gram needs that involve renovating older campuses and 
spaces. 

Community members can view a breakdown of 
costs for each option on the district website. 

Proposition B 
Proposition B covers renovations and expansions of 

sports stadiums at Belton High School and Lake Belton 
High School. The total bond is estimated at $41.4 mil-
lion to address both stadiums.  

Both of Belton’s 5A high schools share only one 
competition stadium – Tiger Field at Belton High School. 
The bond proposes either renovating Tiger Field and/or 
expanding Bronco Field at Lake Belton High School. 

According to the proposition, Tiger Field has not 
been renovated since 1996, and contains infrastructure 
and accessibility challenges. While Bronco Stadium is 
newer, it does not have the capacity as a full competition 
stadium. 

Proposition C
See BISD
Page A3

See DEMENTIA, 
Page A2

Courtesy Photo 
The Dementia Enrichment Center and members 
from Primoris (James Construction Group) gath-
ered together on July 4 for a ribbon cutting to cel-
ebrate the center’s newly renovated backyard

Courtesy graphic 
A map shows the fire district coverage changes between 
the Belton and Salado fire departments. With the chang-
es, response times in the affected areas will be improved.
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Submission guidelines for 
The Belton Journal and related properties:

Any image, story or other unsolicited information 
sent to The Belton Journal is considered a communi-
ty-contributed submission of material and falls under 
these guidelines.

• You retain ownership of any submission that is 
your original work. Submissions sent from third parties 
should only be by permission of the organization or 
individual who owns it, who also must agree to this 

submission policy.
• You understand that submissions may or may not 

appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of 
publication, now or in the future.

• By contributing a submission, you are granting to 
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to 
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying 
the original submission to fit print requirements.

• Submissions used become a permanent part of the 
Belton Journal and its product offerings. By virtue of 

appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
sions may also become a permanent part of search 
engine caching libraries (such as google.com) and 
online archiving organizations (such as archive.org).

• Submissions not immediately used become a per-
manent part of the Belton Journal’s library, with rights 
for possible future use.

• By contributing any submission, you are indicating 
you have read and understood this policy and agree to 
its terms.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
To be considered for inclusion in the Belton Journal, 

all submissions must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday of the week in question. 

Opinions expressed (including Letters to the Editor) 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions held by the Belton Journal’s management, 
staff or advertisers. Letters to the Editor should not 
exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at (254) 
939-5754.
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Popular Temple ice cream parlor opens Belton location
By Harvey Jackson Oss 
The Belton Journal 

The line for ice cream stretched to the 
door at the grand opening of Nic & Ned’s 
Scoop Shop in Belton on Saturday after-
noon. 

The new venue is the second loca-
tion for the business which first opened 
last year in Temple. It is situated within 
the downtown Katy Commons building on 
East Street.

Nic & Ned’s found success in Temple, 
with many customers making the trip from 
neighboring Belton to patronize the busi-
ness. 

“We had a lot of people from Belton,” 
explained store official Jason Kirk. “There 
were people were asking if we had any 
plans on opening up one closer to Belton.”

While hesitant at first, the store decid-
ed to make the leap to a Belton branch on 
the recommendation of their landlord and 
local businessman Terry Potts. 

Potts, who owns the building of Nic 
& Ned’s Temple location as well as Katy 
Commons, offered a vacant spot within 
the Katy which previously housed a candy 
store to the ice cream shop. After multiple 
months of renovations, the new storefront 
was ready to open. 

“It’s lovely when you see people that 
you know, that have been supporting us, 
and now they have their own little home-

town ice cream shop,” said Potts.
Contrary to popular belief, Nic and 

Ned are not the names of the shop’s pro-
prietors.

Kirk noted, “It’s one of the most com-
mon questions that we get, are you Nic or 
are you Ned?” 

In reality, the shop takes its name 
from two Great Depression era oxen that 
belonged to owner Adam Pauley’s grand-
father. The name was chosen because of its 
relation to dairy, as well as its alliteration. 

Nic & Ned’s Temple location consists 
of a patio and drive-thru. In contrast, the 
Belton location is indoors and has a nostal-
gic ice cream parlor feel. 

“This is more of a traditional ice 
cream shop where you can see all the fla-
vors,” said Pauley.

Nic & Ned’s Scoop Shop serves its 
customers super-premium ice cream, a 
grading defined by low air content and 
high butterfat. At 30 percent overrun (a 3:1 
cream to air ratio), the shop exceeds the 
typical quality of 1:1 cream to air found in 
grocery stores. 

“It’s a super dense creamy product,” 
stated Pauley. The shop also offers a ro-
tating variety of non-dairy oat-based ice 
creams, as well as no sugar added options.

Kirk described his favorite flavor that 
the shop carries, Yippie Skippy. “It’s a pea-
nut butter ice cream with a caramel ripple; 
it’s got brownie chunks and chocolate cov-

ered pretzels.” Pauley on the other hand 
prefers the simpler Zanzibar Chocolate, a 
deep dark chocolate flavor. Going forward, 
the shop hopes to partner with Foster Love, 

an organization dedicated to improving the 
lives of children in foster care, on events 
such as their annual Christmas in July cel-
ebration. 

other heat-generating appliances during peak heat hours.
• Sleep on lower levels: Heat rises, so sleeping in a 

basement or on a lower floor can be cooler.
• Consider a DIY air conditioner: Position a bowl of 

ice in front of a fan to create a localized cooling effect. 
Staying cool outdoors
• Limit strenuous activity: Schedule outdoor activi-

ties for the early morning or late evening when tempera-
tures are cooler.

• Seek shade: Stay out of direct sunlight whenever 
possible.

• Dress appropriately: Wear lightweight, loose-fit-
ting, light-colored clothing to reflect heat and sunlight. 
Howdy Health suggests choosing fabrics like polyester, 
polypropylene, nylon, or nylon-blends, or even merino 
wool for their moisture-wicking properties.

• Wear sun protection: Protect yourself from the sun’s 
rays by wearing sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or higher 
and a wide-brimmed hat.

• Carry a spray bottle and umbrella: Spritz your skin 
with water and use an umbrella to provide personal shade 
when outdoors. 

Recognize the signs of heat-related illness
• Heat exhaustion symptoms: Include dizziness, 

headache, nausea, weakness, muscle cramps, and fatigue.
• Heatstroke symptoms: Include changes in mental 

status (confusion, delirium), core body temperature above 
104°F, seizures, and loss of consciousness.

• Seek immediate medical help if you or someone 
you’re with experiences symptoms of heatstroke. 

By following these tips, you can significantly reduce 
your risk of heat-related illnesses and enjoy the summer 
safely.

“It was very fresh at the time that we 
were talking about our community service 
(project),” she said. “Not much before that, 
we had talked to Hailey about what she of-
fered to see if it was something that my 
nanny could be a part of.” 

After her grandmother passed away 
last year, Williams and her family saw the 
project as an opportunity to support the 
center and others who are impacted by de-
mentia. 

The engineering team not only 
cleaned out the center’s backyard, but 
also added walking paths, benches, a new 
chicken coop, as well as four raised garden 
beds and a watering system. The refreshed 
outdoor area also contains a memory of 
Williams’ grandmother – a metal rooster of 

hers that stands in the corner of the newly 
renovated yard.

“It’s just a really nice way also to rec-
ognize the living side of dementia by giv-
ing people a living, breathing space that 
they can enjoy,” said Hailey Peek, Founder 
and Director of the Dementia Enrichment 
Center. 

Williams adds that other local partners 
and businesses also donated their services 
to the project to help them revitalize the 
outdoor space. 

The Dementia Enrichment Center 
is an adult day program in a non-clinical 
setting that supports individuals with de-
mentia and caregivers. The center offers 
various programs, such as an enrichment 
club where they offer cognitive, creative, 

and movement activities and outings for 
those who have mild to moderate demen-
tia. Through the home-based enrichment 
program, the center provides a custom-
ized enrichment plan that people can use at 
home or in other care settings.

“We’re really there to speak to peo-
ple’s hearts, and to help them get through 
whatever it is where they are right now,” 
Peek said. “And also, to give a person with 
dementia the normalcy, the interaction, the 
independence, the confidence, and the self-
esteem to still engage.”

Caregivers can join support groups, 
where the center provides resources and 
brings in professionals who can help them 
work through any challenges. 

“Our goal is to really give those peo-

ple an opportunity to still live their lives 
while the person with dementia is living 
their life,” Peek said. “They can do that 
kind of side by side – with us in the middle 
providing that net for both of them.”

The center also provides workforce 
and leadership training for those looking 
for experience in fields such as social work 
or healthcare.  

The Dementia Enrichment Center 
along with members from Primoris’ James 
Construction Group officially unveiled the 
new backyard with a celebration and rib-
bon cutting on July 4.

To learn more about the Dementia En-
richment Center, visit https://www.demen-
tiaec.com/. 

Courtesy Photo
Nic and Ned’s, a popular ice cream shop in Temple, has opened a second loca-
tion in Belton at the Katy Commons building. It is designed to give the customer 
a nostalgic ice cream parlor experience.

    The     of a firs    
Our Belton Fire Dept. was dispatched to a call for an older gentleman 
who passed out while mowing his lawn. As he was being transported 

to the hospital, our firefighters finished mowing his lawn. 

Carry each other’s burdens,
and in this way you 

will fulfill the law of Christ.

responder



Thursday, July 24, 2025														              A3THE BELTON JOURNAL

�������������������������
Serving families in our historic building since 1942

Did you Know...
Belton was � rst known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851, 

Nolanville was incorporated and the town name was changed 
to Belton. Fact from Texas State Historical Association.

100% Family Owned
(254) 778-3200

Phones answered 24/7

Direct Cremation Complete Funeral

$1600 $5510
Complete 

Includes Crematory fee
Includes 20ga
Steel Casket

Call and ask for pricing. By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone.
14 W. Barton Ave. • Temple • www.HewettArney.com

Please don’t 
text & drive!

Proposition C covers the replacement and purchas-
ing of technology devices. It is also broken down into 
two potential bond options – the first option (C-1) is es-
timated at $9.2 million, and the second option (C-2) is 
estimated at $6 million. 

The school district provides over 19,000 devices for 
students and staff, such as laptops. The proposed bond 
would replace student and staff devices as well as inter-
active flat panels for classrooms. The second bond pack-
age option removes the replacement of the interactive 
flat panels. 

Proposition D 
Proposition D proposes to build an additional swim-

ming pool space for the district. The first option (D-1) 
covers the building of a new swimming facility at an 
estimated $16.1 million, and the second option includes 
a new facility as well as the expansion of the current 
Swim Center at $24.1 million. 

The district’s current Swim Center, built in 2007, 
will remain open in both options. Per the proposition, 
the additional space would allow the district to reinstate 
and grow their swim programs. The expansion includes 
a 50-meter stretch pool and an indoor ventilated facility. 

After reviewing the feedback from the meeting and 
survey, Belton ISD leadership will make a recommenda-
tion to the Board of Trustees, who hold the final author-

ity on whether and when to call a bond election.
The primary sources of funding for Texas public 

schools are generated by local property taxes and the 
state’s foundation school program. School districts of-
ten rely on bond elections to build new schools, update 
aging facilities, or ensure the safety of learning environ-
ments. 

“Safety items are always going to be a top priority,” 
Deputy Superintendent Mike Morgan said. “And then 
for us, is making sure we address the needs of our aging 
facilities and make sure that we have safe schools.” 

Belton ISD previously issued voter-approved bonds 
in 2017 and 2022.  

The community can provide feedback via the sur-
vey through July 17.

“We have an incredible community, and they always 
respond when we ask for input,” Golden said. “It makes 
me proud that our community is so invested in enhanc-
ing the learning experiences of our students. They care 
about our students, want to be informed of the district’s 
needs, ask thoughtful questions and provide valuable 
feedback on potential solutions.”

For more information and updates about Belton 
ISD’s bond exploration process, visit www.bisd.net/
bondadvisorycommittee.

BISD-  From Page A1

line with Belton and makes this adjustment 
both practical and timely.”

“By reducing drive times, we will also 
reduce the wear and tear, fuel use and equip-
ment strain,” he said. “More importantly, 
we’ll strengthen the working relationship 
between our departments and provide more 
reliable coverage during major incidents or 
overlapping calls.”

Fontenot said the exchange of fire pro-
tection coverage areas will not come with a 
cost to either Belton or Salado.

“The agreement reflects an equitable 
adjustment in district responsibilities based 
solely on operational efficiency and proximi-
ty of emergency response resources,” he said. 
“No financial compensation, reimbursement 
or fee is required by either party in connec-
tion with the territorial exchange.”

Salado approved the agreement earlier 
this month.

Belton City Council approved two 
items this week related to the Temple-Belton 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. The Council 
authorized City Manager Sam Listi to exe-

cute a construction contract and any changes 
associated with the contract. Council also 
authorized Listi to enter into an agreement 
with Temple-based Kasberg, Patrick & Asso-
ciates (KPA) for construction administration 
services.

According to Scott Hodde, Belton’s di-
rector of public works, the wastewater treat-
ment plant on FM 93 (East Sixth Avenue) is 
jointly owned by the two cities — Temple’s 
share of capital improvement costs is 75 per-
cent and Belton’s is 25 percent.

The facility is currently permitted to treat 
up to 10 million gallons per day of wastewa-
ter with a peak flow of 30 million gallons 
per day and is operated under contract by the 
Brazos River Authority. Originally construct-
ed in 1975 and expanded in 1990, the plant 
currently serves approximately 70 percent of 
Temple and all of Belton. 

Phase II of the expansion will allow the 
plant to treat 16 million gallons of water per 
day with a peak flow of 40 million gallons, 
which is a 60 percent increase in capacity.

The Texas Commission on Environ-

mental Quality requires wastewater treat-
ment plants to initiate steps toward expansion 
once certain influent flow thresholds are met. 
In 2010, the plant’s influent flow exceeded 
75 percent of its permitted capacity for three 
consecutive months, triggering TCEQ’s re-
quirement to begin preliminary engineering 
for future expansion.

In response, Belton authorized KPA in 
2011 to prepare a preliminary engineering 
report for the plan to evaluate the needed ex-
pansion.

Design of Phase I commenced in 2015 
and was completed in 2020. Phase I included 
a new headworks facility, odor control units, 
and converting the abandoned digesters to 
a storage basin, allowing wastewater to be 
stored and treated during high flows. 

According to Scott Hodde, Belton’s di-
rector of public works, the Phase II design 
process in 2020 included provisions for disk 
filtration and UV disinfection, anticipating 
the potential for a Total Phosphorus limit 
to be added to the plant’s discharge permit. 
However, the updated permit issued at that 

time did not include a TP limit, allowing the 
plant to continue utilizing the existing chlo-
rine contact basins for disinfection.

In 2023, KPA submitted a draft permit 
application to TCEQ for Phase II. It was de-
termined that the improvements included in 
Phase II would now require UV disinfection 
and disk filtration, leading to these compo-
nents being added back into the project’s de-
sign scope.

Hodde said in a report to Council that 
two competitive bids were received for the 
expansion project. Matous Construction 
submitted a bid of $67.5 million, and ARCO 
Murray submitted a bid for $77.5 million. 
Both cities — Temple and Belton — have 
now agreed that Matous is experienced and 
capable of completing this project. 

Belton’s share of the expansion costs 
will be 25 percent of the total amount, which 
equates to $16.88 million. Construction time 
for the expansion is 920 calendar days. Bel-
ton’s share will be paid through Certificates 
of Obligation that were issued earlier this 
year.

Council -  From Page A1

Heavy July rains increase risks of black mold and mosquitoes
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

The Belton area has re-
ceived more than six inches of 
rain since the first of the month, 
opening the door for black mold 
and tons of mosquitoes.

“Rainfall for Belton is 
mixed,” said Patricia Sanchez, 
a meteorologist for the Na-
tional Weather Service in Fort 
Worth. “Out toward the Temple 
airport, there’s been 6.35 inch-
es since July 1. But just west 
of Belton, nearly 7 inches has 
been recorded.”

On average, Belton re-
ceives less than 2 inches of rain 
during the entire month.

This year, heavy rains in 
the Hill Country caused tragic 
flooding on July 4, and accord-
ing to Sanchez, “the excessive 
moisture could bring out both 
mold and mosquitoes” in Cen-
tral Texas.

“Mold and mosquitoes 
most definitely could become 
an issue in Belton,” she said. 
“That wouldn’t surprise me one 
bit.”

“Mold is always an issue in 
Texas because of the state’s hu-
mid climate,” Sanchez added. 
“But with all the rain, the risk 
of mold growth in homes and 
businesses has increased.”

Brandi Reese, a former 
Belton business owner, knows 
first-hand the dangers black 
mold can bring.

“I operated my business 
— Mobi Dog — in Belton for 
years and built a large follow-
ing,” Reese said. “My shop was 
in an old house, and it turned 
out to be full of black mold.”

“I was very sick for more 
than a year,” she said. “Eventu-
ally I had to move my business 
to Temple.”

Last week, Fire Station No. 
2 in Temple, 1710 E Avenue 

H, was shut down temporarily 
because of black mold, accord-
ing to Emelie Palma, a public 
relations specialist with the 
City of Temple.

“While the source of 
the mold remains uncertain, we 
took the finding seriously and 
made the immediate decision 
to relocate Fire Station No. 2 
personnel to ensure their health 
and safety,” Palma said.

Texas experiences high 
humidity, which contributes to 
moisture buildup in buildings. 

Sanchez — the meteorolo-
gist — said heavy rainfall can 
add additional moisture inside 
homes and other buildings. 
Buildings with poor ventilation 
can exacerbate mold problems.

Mold isn’t always visible 
— it can grow profusely in 
hidden areas like behind base-
boards, inside air conditioning 
systems and under cabinets. It 
can sometimes trigger severe 

allergy symptoms and respira-
tory problems.

In addition to mold, San-
chez said July’s heavy rains 
also may lead to a massive in-
crease in mosquito populations. 

“Standing water left behind 
by rain events provides ideal 
breeding grounds for mosqui-
toes, especially floodwater 
mosquitoes, which are known 
to be larger, more aggressive, 
and persistent biters,” she said.

Mosquitoes also can be a 
nuisance for Central Texans, 

and not only because they bite. 
Excessive rain and flooding 
can create a noticeable surge in 
mosquitoes, potentially leading 
to a greater risk of mosquito-
borne diseases such as malaria, 
West Nile virus, dengue fever, 
Zika virus, and Chikungunya.

To protect yourself from 
mosquito-borne diseases, it’s 
important to take precautions 
such as:

Use insect repellent con-
taining DEET, picaridin, or 
lemon eucalyptus oil.

Wear long sleeves and 
pants when outdoors.

Stay indoors during peak 
mosquito biting hours (dusk to 
dawn).

Eliminate standing water 
around your home, where mos-
quitoes breed.

Use mosquito nets when 
sleeping in areas where mos-
quito-borne diseases are com-
mon.



Temple 
254-773-7750 

We'll Handle It. 
Harker Heights

Relax ... 

254-699-1102

Salado
254-947-8480

Belton
254-831-9320

www.fcttx.com 
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Honor Flight Austin’s program recognizes veteran heroes
By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Honor Flight Austin’s 
program recognizes vet-
eran heroes that served in 
World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam for a trip of a life-
time.

“I enjoy making the 
phone call and telling them 
they’ve been selected to go 
on the flight. We give them 
carry on gear bags with the 
Honor Flight logo, so ev-
eryone has the same sized 
bag, two blue polo shirts, 
name tags or a ribbon tag 
for the bag, and a baseball 
cap with the Honor Flight 
logo and branch they were 
in,” said Maxine Burnett. 
She’s been volunteering for 
Honor Flight Austin for ten 
years.

Veterans that were en-
listed before May 1975 are 
eligible. To sign up, they or 
a family member can sign 
them up on the website.

“It started in 2005 to 
2006 by a doctor in Ohio 
that was in a flight club 
and had a lot of veteran pa-
tients. He asked his patients 
if they would like to see the 
World War II memorial, 
and he flew them to the 
memorial. Today, Honor 
Flight is in 140 different 
cities,” said Burnett.

They ask as many 
people as possible to meet 
the veterans at the airport. 
Sometimes, there are as 
many as one hundred to 
two hundred people to see 
them as they arrive back 
from their trip. The color 
guard leads them carrying 
flags while the police play 
bagpipes and drums.

“The honor flight takes 

veterans to Washington 
D.C. to visit all the memo-
rials like WWII, Vietnam, 
Lincoln, Korean, Tomb of 
the Unknown, and the Pen-
tagon. We left on a Friday, 
do it on Saturday, and get 
back on Saturday night. 
My favorite part was how 
you got respected because 
when I was in the Marine 
Corps, we weren’t respect-
ed. During the Vietnam 
War, people didn’t like us, 
we would get spit on, and 
it would bring tears to our 
eyes,” said John Casey.

Casey’s trip was in 
March along with 47 other 
veterans. People that can’t 
walk get pushed in a wheel-
chair. They have paramed-
ics and a guardian, and a 
military person is assigned 
to them. 

“They put you up in a 
nice hotel. You have a nice 
dinner with ribeye steaks 
and a couple of beers. Af-
ter dinner, they have a sea 
story session to talk about 
experiences in the military. 
I told about my experience 
of the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis. It’s real rewarding. It 
makes you realize that free-
dom is not free. Some give 
some and some give all, 
in other words, they give 
their life,” said Casey. He 
is a member of the VFW 
in Austin, Marine Corps 
League.

James Proctor and 47 
other veterans including 
three Korean War veterans 
attended the Honor Flight 
in May. He was in the Air 
Force from 1962 through 
1982. He was in the Viet-
nam War. 

“You have to submit 
paperwork and wait be-
cause they have so many 
people. Each veteran has 
an advocate. I saw the Viet-

nam Wall, the traveling 
wall, and my favorite was 
Arlington. It’s so impres-
sive. It was just a feeling 
that these places are there 
to honor all these soldiers. 
The World War II Memo-
rial is huge,” said Proctor.

Proctor is on the Board 
of Directors for the Belton 
Senior Center. He helps the 
Belton Police Foundation 
with fundraisers to raise 
money, a part of CHIPS, 
and CPAA, the Citizens’ 
Police Academy Associa-

tion. 
“I think Americans 

don’t realize how lucky we 
have it. It’s like a wake-up 
call,” said Proctor.

Honor Flight Austin’s 
program is a small token of 
appreciation for those that 

gave so much. If anybody 
is interested in attending, 
they would call 888-530-
8880 or Maxine Burnett 
512-632-9680 or visit the 
website at www.honor-
flightaustin.org.

Courtesy photo
ABOVE LEFT; John Casey & ABOVE RIGHT: James Proctor TOP: along with 47 other veterans attended 
the Honor Flight in March. Honor Flight Austin’s program recognizes veteran heroes that served in World 
War II, Korea, and Vietnam for a trip of a lifetime.

L & R Meat Market under new ownership
By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Native Beltonion broth-
ers Marcus and Michael Ogas 
are the new co-owners of L & 
R Meat Market, located at 601 
E. Central Avenue, Suite B in 
Belton.

“My brother Michael 
has been in the meat industry 
for 15 years. He was a meat 
distributor and sold meat to 
L & R, Best Quality Meat, 
and Cosper’s Meat Market in 

Killeen,” said Marcus Ogas.
Marcus Ogas also owns 

Private Solutions, an under-
ground utility locating com-
pany. The original owner of 
L & R, Larry, owned it from 
1988 to 2015, followed by 
Steve Gray, who owned it 
from 2015-2025.

“In 37 years, the store 
has had three owners and has 
always been in Belton. The 
most popular items are the 
summer sausage, snack sticks, 
beef jerky, and our variety of 

smoked links. All are made in 
the shop,” said Ogas.

The smoked linked 
flavors include regular, jala-
peno, jalapeno cheese, garlic, 
and boudin. They also have a 
boudin that is homemade fin-
ished with flaming hot Chee-
tos. Their lunch menu is Tues-
day through Friday and they 
are closed on Monday. They 
don’t do lunch on Saturday. 

“We do sausage wraps 
on Saturdays that is made 
with bread, barbeque sauce, 
and onion,” said Ogas.

Their head chef is River 
Hernandez Ogas.

“I’ve been working here 
a month. I make the sausage 
poppers from scratch,” said 
River Hernandez Ogas.

They have steak, shrimp, 
sausage, boudin, and cho-
rizo poppers that are bacon 
wrapped filled with pepper 
jack cheese. Their manager is 
Jessica Neal and Jess Paynter 

works the front of the house. 
The meat cutter is Chris 
Bethke.

Their jarred foods in-
clude dilled pickles, ranch 
house pickles, dilled green 
beans, sweet potato butter, 
candied jalapenos, and peach 
butter. They also have dog 
treats like pig ears and chicken 
feet. Their frozen products in-
clude hush puppies, frog legs, 
swai fish, french fries, chicken 
drumsticks, breasts, thighs, 
cornish game hens, and turkey 
wings. 

“Our fresh cuts are sir-
loin, choice ribeye, boudi 
belle which is a chicken breast 
stuffed with boudin and pep-
per jack cheese wrapped in 
bacon,” said Ogas.

They have seasonings 
that are freshly made. They 
have season all, perfect blend, 
and low sodium. People order 
them and they get shipped all 
over. People call in and order 

them. It’s a secret recipe.
“The biggest thing we’ve 

done is instead of competing 
we’ve partnered with best 
Quality Meats and BBQ in 
Temple and Cosper’s Meat 
Market in Killeen to offer 
good deals and buy things in 
bulk,” said Ogas.

Marcus and his brother 
Michael Ogas grew up in Bel-
ton. They try to give back to 
the community. They official-
ly joined the Belton Chamber 
of Commerce on March 4 and 
had a ribbon cutting on March 
6.

“We’ve donated meat to 
different sports teams, benefits 
like Boot Out Brain Cancer 
for Brandon Newman, and 
the Penguin Project for special 
needs. If you haven’t been in 
the shop in a while, we would 
like for people to come in and 
give it a try. We are grateful for 
our customers,” said Marcus 
Ogas.

Courtesy Photo 
L & R Meat Market,  under new ownership of Marcus and Michael Ogas, cel-
ebrate with a ribbon cutting this past spring. 



TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home 
Program, aimed at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home 
after getting lost. The program is a database with photos and personal information to help 
police officers find someone who is lost or wandered away from home. Take Me Home is de-
signed for individuals who may need additional aid including those with Dementia, Autism or 
specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confidential 
to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  
Read more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.
php.
Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 
for assistance with military/veteran population. 
Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home inva-
sion, abduction or domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name 
and nature of the emergency in the first message is imperative. For further education on this 
service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 
Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton 
Police Dept.  to join.
Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police 
and community partnerships. Apply online to be a part 
of this exciting program.
Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop 
scammers from stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with 
your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips. 
Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement 
Center, 4235 E. US HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays 6-8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers 
discuss and help each other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

Pistons on the Creek will meet every 3rd Friday 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Great Food, Live Music, and Awesome Rides. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your ride, classic, modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automo-
tive enthusiasts are welcome! Support our awesome downtown businesses 
and restaurants with some great atmosphere, music, food and drinks!

Bell Fine Arts. Visitors welcome Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 306 E th Ave. Belton. Majong games are available every Monyday, 1:00  
p.m.to 4:00 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more informa-
tion text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in 
Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet.  All skill levels 
are welcome.  The CGOA is also welcoming teens ages 16 - 18 to participate 
during the summer months every Wednesday.  Since March members have 
been crocheting shawls to donate to local charities.  The donation is planned 
for the middle of June, 2024. For information email Betty Reichert at bet-
tyreichert@yahoo.com, or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.
com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America.  Visit 
www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the 
third Saturdays at 10:00 in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main. Join 
us to hear from local and state candidates and about important issues and 
events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 
10-month program focuses on three key elements: community awareness 
training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have someone ready 
to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to 
make that difference.  For more information on how to participate, contact 
the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

CERT Course Essential Emergency Preparedness Training. DATE 
SPAN: EVERY THURSDAY FOR 8 WEEKS. Dates: September 5, 12, 
19, 26 and October 3, 10,17, 24. Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Skills Day 
Oct. 26th, Saturday Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm. Location:.Harris Community 
Center, 401 N Alexander St., Belton. For more information visit allevents.in/
belton/cert-course.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activi-
ties Center presents Composting for the Homeowner: How and Where to use 
it in your Landscape&quot; on Thursday, September 5 from 6 to 7:30 P.M. 
at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights. 
Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton will discuss how you can make
compost from materials readily available at home. He will also discuss 
various uses of compost in landscape beds and you will learn how it bene-
fits the entire lawn or garden. Class Limit:  50 Please register at https://bit.
ly/4fbcXln. Registration opens on Thursday, August 15 at 8:00 a.m.. Please 
email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerheights.gov or call 254-953-5465 if 
you have any questions.

Soggy Doggy Day hosted by Belton Parks & Recreation. Pups help end the 
Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s Splash 
Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in! This 
year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 7, 2024. Visit belton-
texas.gov for more information. 

Belton High School Class of 1974 will celebrate its 50th Class Reunion on 
Saturday, September 7, 2024 at Summers Mill Convention Center located 
at 7441 FM 1123 in Belton TX, begining at 6:00 p.m.  (The event is casual 
dress. Also, no open bar, BYOB.)  Invites and RSVPs will be mailed out the 
first week of June, with RSVPs to be returned no later than July 15th, please. 
Social Visit on Friday evening, Sept 6th prior to the Reunion, starting at 
6:00pm at Dead Fish Grille (the old Franks Lakeview Inn) located at 2207 
Lake Road in Belton. For more information, please feel free to call or text 
one of the following: Janis (Coufal) Anderson  (210) 391-3877, Rita Aguilar 
(512) 579-7406, or Cindy (Bounds) Gilleland (254) 931-2600.

40 Year High School Reunion Celebration! We are all so excited to cele-
brate with you on Saturday, September 7, 2024, 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  *Doors 
open at 4:00 p.m.   You are welcome to come early at the Harris Commu-
nity Center, 401 N Alexander St in Belton. Dress is party casual (no shorts) 
Dinner will be fajitas with all the fixings and sides.  Catered by our very 
own, Tracy Johnson! Desserts will be provided as well. Entertainment will 
be towards the end of the evening. We will enjoy live music by our own very 
talented and gifted Classmates. This is a BYOB event with some restrictions. 
Feel free to bring your own beverages of choice. We will provide plenty of 
water and tea. In order to prepare, we are asking you to please send in your 
RSVP as soon as possible. Email us at BeltonTigers1984@gmail.com. All 
Classmates are welcome!  Please be sure to get in touch with old friends, 
and share with them.

Trump 2024 Boat Parade Lake Belton, Tx on September 7, 2024 at 3:00 
p.m., Belton Lake Dam. Boats arrive at 1:00 p.m. Grass roots community 
Trump support boat parade organized by local neighbors and boaters. All 
spectators and boaters are welcom. No registration and admission is free. 
The 2020 TRUMP Boat Parade on Lake Belton hosted 700 boats, with 
hundreds of spectators lining the route. This event will emphasize citizen 
political participatio, peaceful assembly and boating safety. Watch from the 
shore, display flags, wear brighly colored tees or decorate your boat and join 
us. For more information visit facebook.com/events/s/trump-2024-boat-pa-
rade-lake-be/1205318200821134/. 

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Rainwa-
ter Harvesting Barrel Workshop” on Saturday, September 7 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 
1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener’s Teri Marceau and 
Randy Thompson will be providing educational information on Rainwater 
Harvesting followed by a class on how to build your own rain barrel to take 
home after workshop. Class Limit: Rain Barrels (food grade) included with 
cost of class: 15 available (one barrel per family, 2 family members, age 
10 and up. Fee: $60. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, August 30 or when sold out.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10th and Sept. 24th  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the 
entrance on the Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 
5th floor -Conference Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those 
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suffering from mental illness are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of infor-
mation .  For more information, call 254-771-3638.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be holding its monthly evening Herb Study
Group on Thursday, September 12 at 6 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension 
Office, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month’s topic is “All About Thyme”. No registration 
required. Please plan to join us.

BATTLEGROUND EXPO @ SENDERO SHOOTING SPORTS, 3360 W Hwy 190, 
Belton, Texas, September 13 through September 15. This event will be FREE for ALL AGES! 
Special Guest(s), Cosplayers, Artists, Vendor Tables, Games, Prizes, Food Trucks, and more! 
A weekend-long event that you won’t want to miss!!! Guests and more info TBA soon! We 
are currently accepting Vendor Table Reservations, as well as Sponsorships for the event.
For details visit: https://battlegroundcollectibles.com/expo/.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on Workshop
“Propagation-Creating New Plants for Free” on Saturday, September 14 from A.M. 12
at P.M. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main
St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener Dave Slaughter will provide you with an
understanding of how plants grow and reproduce and using that information to create
new plants. The educational class will focus on multiple propagation techniques such
as stem and leaf cutting, layering, division and much more. Class Limit: 25. Fee: $25. Regis-
ter at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 6 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association will be conducting a free “Iris Swap” on Tues-
day, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, BCMGA
Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. You are invited to bring Iris bulbs from your
home to share or stop by and get some Iris’ to get started. Hope to see you at the Iris
Swap.

Bell County Master Gardener Association and the Harker Heights Activities Center 
presents “Vegetable Gardening in Central Texas” on Tuesday, September 17, from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center, 400 Indian Trail, Harker Heights.  Certified 
Master Gardener, Dave Slaughter will discuss the challenges and opportunities of vegetable 
gardening in Central Texas plus a conversation discussion the difference of spring and fall 
vegetable gardening. Class Limit: 50. Please register at https://bit.ly/4g1dRBm. Registration 
opens on Thursday, August 27 at 8:00 a.m. Please email Kailie Gomez at kgomez@harkerhe-
ights.gov  or call 254-953-5465 if you have any questions.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving
Workshop” on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife
Extension Office, BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master
Gardener, Tracy Brown will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save
you money! You will also get an opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring
your work gloves and come learn how to save seeds. Class Limit: 24, Fee: $20. Register at 
bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

Bell County Master Gardener Association presents a Hands-on “Seed Saving Workshop” 
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Texas Agrilife Extension Office, 
BCMGA Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. Certified Master Gardener, Tracy Brown 
will teach you how easy it is to gather and save seeds to save you money! You will also get an 
opportunity to visit our demonstration beds. So bring your work gloves and come learn how 
to save seeds. Class Limit: 24 Fee: $20. Register at bcmgaspeakers@gmail.com. Registration 
closes Friday, September 13 or when sold out.

8th Annual Belton’s Bacon, Blues, & Brews Festival! Featuring Live Entertainment, Art & 
Craft Vendors, Adult Beverages, Pig Calling Contest, and a Bacon Cook-Off Between Local 
Food Trucks. Friday, Sept 27th: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sat,. Sept 28th: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Downtown Belton: 101 E Central Ave. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY The Damn Topedoes - 
Tom Petty Tribute Band ZZ TEX - ZZ Top Tribute Band Seger System - Ultimate Bob Seger 
Tribute Band. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s Bell County on Saturday, October 5, Belton and surrounding area 
residents will join the fight against Alzheimer’s at the This year’s Walk will be held at Liberty 
Park at 700 Veteran’s Way Dr. in Belton, with the ceremony beginning at 9.a.m. As one of 75 
chapters of the Alzheimer’s Association, the Capital of Texas Chapter provides information, 
education and support to people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, their families and 
caregivers. For more information, visit alz.org/texascapital.

2nd Annual Lions on the Leon on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Join the 
fun at 1502 Park Avenue, Belton for the Wacky Boat Race and Captain “D” Dash Fun Run/
Walk. To sign up and for more information visit beltonlionsclub.com.

 J.A.I.L. Ministry Banquet scheduled for Thursday, October 10:00, 2024,, 6:00 p.m., at 
Cadence Bank Center in Belton, Tx.with Guest Speaker, Byron R. Johnson. Byron Johnson 
is Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University and is the founding 
director of the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR). He is the author of more than 
200 journal articles, monographs, and books. He is recognized as a leading authority on the 
scientific study of religion, the efficacy of faith-based organizations, and criminal justice. The 
event will highlight the ministry’s 2024 accomplishments and its impact on the Bell County 
Justice System. Sponsorships and tickets to the banquet are available by visiting www.jailm-
in.org/banquet.
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TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopti ng the Take Me Home Program, aimed 
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home aft er getti  ng lost. The program is a 
database with photos and personal informati on to help police offi  cers fi nd someone who is lost or wandered 
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additi onal aid including those with 
Dementi a, Auti sm or specifi c mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept confi den-
ti al to fi rst responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome.  Read more 
about the program here: htt ps://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplati ng suicide, press opti on 1 for assistance 
with military/veteran populati on. 

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abducti on or 
domesti c violence or physically incapable. Providing locati on, city name and nature of the emergency in the 
fi rst message is imperati ve. For further educati on on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500. 

Citi zens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS) 
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citi zens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply 
online to be a part of this exciti ng program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from steal-
ing your money and personal informati on. Share the informati on with your loved ones & Slam the Scam! Visit 
ssa.gov/scam for ti ps. 

Dementi a/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US 
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for acti viti es while caregivers discuss and help each 
other during this diffi  cult ti me. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302 

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two premier 
music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at the Wheel and 
the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both the Texas Music 
Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music Series. Some old 
friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many new performers also 
will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please visit https://www.cacarts.
org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music Series lineup in next weeks 
edition of the newspaper.

Here’s a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:
AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18  
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joyous 
charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music landscape 
for more than 50 years. 

SHINYRIBS - Dec. 6
Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defi es genres as a melting pot of Texas blues, New 
Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band swing and 
roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

Summer Reading Program - July 26, Aug 2 & 9
Join the Mary Ruth Briggs Library Summer Reading Program this Summer as we cele-
brate “Amazing Science”. We will have programs with speakers on Weather, Rocks and 
Minerals, Plant Propagation and Forensics. Games, crafts, storytime and free backpacks 
with school supplies!  This program is for ages pre-K through 5th grade. You can sign up 
for free at the Morgan’s Point Resort website:   morganspointresorttx.com  or paper ap-
plications available at MPR City Hall located at 8 Morgan’s Point Blvd, Morgan’s Point 
Resort Texas. The dates are 3Saturdays: July 26th and August 2nd and 9th from 10:00 
AM until noon. Location is at the Mary Ruth Briggs Library, 8 Morgan’s Point Blvd in 
Morgan’s Point Resort. We look forward to seeing you!

Master Gardeners - Aug 5
Join us for our free seminar “Gardening in Harmony with Nature”  on August 5, 6:00 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Harker Heights Activities Center , 400 Indian Trail, Harker 
Heights, Tx. The Bell County Master Gardeners and Harker Heights Parks and Recre-
ation invite you to a free seminar with Master Gardener Dave Slaughter. Learn how to 
garden the way nature intended-using native plants, local materials, natural rainfall, and 
no chemicals. Discover how to create beautiful, low-maintenance landscapes that support 
the environment and conserve resources. Register at forms.gle/58u1z1pMZ5tt8R3m9.
Free and open to the public.

Master Gardeners - Aug 14
Join us for our monthly Herb Study Group! August 14 (Thursday), 6:00 p.m.  - 7:30 p.m. 
at AgriLife Extension Grounds Learning Center, 1605 N. Main St., Belton. This month, 
we’re diving into a Round Table discussion on Gotu Kola! Whether you’re a seasoned 
herbalist or just curious, everyone is welcome to share their favorite herbs, bottles, or 
recipes for a fun and collaborative evening. Don’t miss this opportunity to connect with 
fellow herb enthusiasts and expand your herbal knowledge! See you there! Class Limit: 
50 participants. Please register at RSVP BCMGA1998@gmail.com to secure your spot!

Master Gardeners Aug 20
Join us for our monthly Herb Study Group ! This month, we’re diving into a Round Table 
discussion on Gotu Kola! Whether you’re a seasoned herbalist or just curious, everyone 
is welcome to share their favorite herbs, bottles, or recipes for a fun and collaborative 
evening. Don’t miss this opportunity to connect with fellow herb enthusiasts and expand 
your herbal knowledge! See you there!
August 20 (Wednesday), Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at AgriLife Extension Grounds 
Learning Center, Belton,1605 N. Main St., Belton. Class Limit: 50 participants. Register 
at RSVP BCMGA1998@gmail.com to secure your spot!

Bell County Museum - Everyone is an Artist - Aug 11
Join us at the museum to explore different art techniques through fun activities and a 
chance to see the newest exhibit, A Sense of Place: The Art of Billy Hassell. Make your 
own beautiful art pieces using techniques focused on watercolor pencils and stamps. The 
event is completely FREE for all ages, kids and adults at 201 N mains St, Belton, 11:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Call 254-933-5243 for more information. 

Soggy Doggy Day - Sept 6
Pups help end the Splash Pad Season in Belton. Right after Harris Community Park’s 
Splash Pad closes to humans for the season, we fence it off and let dogs in!
This year’s Soggy Doggy Day will be Saturday, September 6, 2025. For more informat-
tion contact Belton Parks & Recreation at 254-933-5860.

Movies in the Park - Sept 20
The Parks & Recreation Department hosts the Movie in the Park series each year. Movies 
and activities are free and open to the public.Encanto will be shown at Harris Community 
Park, 312 N. Alexander, Belton. For more information contact Belton Parks & Recreation 
at 254-933-5860.

Family Camp Out - Oct 24 - 26
Roll up your sleeping bags and hit the trail for a campout at Heritage Park. Activities 
include fi shing, kayaking, and s’mores.  This year we are offering an extended weekend 
of fun, Saturday-Sunday, October 24-26, 2025. Stay tuned for registration information 
from Bellton Pars & Recreation.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each mont at VFW 3859. Dinner is 
served at 6:30 p.m. and metting will begin at 7:00 p.m. 201 VFW Dr, Harker heights, Tx 
76548. Email commandant@mcl1249tx.comfor more inforamtion.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on TUESDAY, July 8th 
and July 22rd  at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital.   Use the entrance on the Valet park-
ing side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 5th fl oor -Conference Room 5G31. 
Both care-givers, supporters and those suffering from mental illness are welcome to join 
us for mutual support and sharing of information .  For more information, call 254-771-
3638.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways 
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide companionship, 
listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails, apply makeup, 
curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or call 512-856-5668 for 
more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones to 
join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining togeth-
er to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daughters Funeral 
and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday of 
every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central Ave in 
Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich historical 
heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating and conducting 
programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural resources in alignment 
with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas. Our community resources 
consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery information, historical markers 
and monument records. Our services include information on historic preservation, 
educational programming, history community outreach and partnerships. We welcome 
you to come join other history minded folks and get involved by serving on one of our 
committees that consist of preservation, cemetery, markers and education. To volunteer 
or for more information  please visit historicalcommission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 
254-933-5917 or go by their offi ce located in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. 
Central Ave., RM 117.

Activities & EventsActivities & EventsLoc
al

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come down to Nolan Creek 
and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all automotive enthusiasts are 
welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surrounded by live music, food, drinks 
and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in Belton. Majong 
games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks. For more 
information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the Lena 
Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in crochet. All 
skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com or Kathy Bement 
at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of the Crochet Guild of 
America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each month at 
10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and state candidates 
and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses 
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you have 
someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make that differ-
ence. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or e-mail at info@
beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are enhanced 
through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get involved in 
our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the following link: 
https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0. 

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at the 
Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St., Belton.

Community InformationCommunity Information

NOW OPEN

CAC announces 2025 concert lineups
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STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
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Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
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Mc Gregor Welding Supply Co
Welding Equipment and Supplies
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Sat: 7:30 am - 12:00 pm
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Materials
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Agape Christian Center 
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God 
500 S. IH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse 
1001 NE Loop 121 ~ 254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
401 S. Davis St. ~ 254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship 
Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~ 254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church              
Apostolic UPC 
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church 
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church 
500 South I-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel 
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~ 254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church 
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. Fifth Ave. ~ 254.654.5096

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton 
2500 Church Street ~ 254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church           
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship                  
3087 W. Ave. D ~ 254.933-3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
of the Apostolic Faith
519 S. Pearl St. ~ 254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~ 254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~ 254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Immanuel Prince of Peace                   
Lutheran Church 
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.0824

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~ 254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~ 254.933.7107

Liberty in Christ Church
2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. IH-35 ~ 254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
218 Alexander St. ~ 254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship 
706 E. 4th. ~ 254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of  Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~ 254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 818.519.9855

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel 
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 
Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 254.778.8034

~ TEMPLE ~

Christ Episcopal Church and School 
300 N. Main St. ~ 254.773.1657

Christian Life Church 
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~ 254.733.7718

Eighth Street Baptist Church
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. ~ 
254.773.2598

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St ~ (254) 773-9061

First Methodist Church Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church 
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~ 254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church 
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~ 254.939.0682

New Hope Church  of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 254.742.2181

Oak Park United Methodist Church
5505 South 31st St. ~ 254.773.3021

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School 
5001 Hickory ~ 254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~ 254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Taylors Valley Baptist Church            
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church 
3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~ 254.773.3744

Unity Church of Temple 
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr.  ~ 254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church
5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~ 254.773.3177

Hamm’s Tile & Marble
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Wesley@HammsTileAndMarble.Com
HammsTileAndMarble.com

Showers, Floors, Walls

254-231-9016

When Being Hard on Yourself Becomes a Habit

When Being Hard on 
Yourself Becomes a Habit
I’ve been hard on myself for 
as long as I can remember.
In my working years, that trait often 
looked like a virtue. It pushed me 
to stay late, double-check the de-
tails, and held myself to a standard 
that, if I’m honest, was often higher 
than what anyone else expected of 
me. I wore it like a badge of hon-
or. And in many ways, it paid off. 
Promotions, respect, a reputation 
for reliability. But there’s a cost to 
that kind of drive, and it doesn’t 
always show up on a spreadsheet.
The cost was time I didn’t spend 
with my family. Dinners missed. 
Time cut short with my kids. Mo-
ments I can’t get back. And then 
there’s the internal toll, the stress, 

the self-doubt, the quiet voice 
within which says, “You could’ve 
done better,” even when you gave 
it everything you possibly could. 
I thought retirement would change 
that. I imagined I’d fi nally exhale, fi -
nally let myself off the hook. But old 
habits don’t retire just because you do.
Lately, I’ve been working hard at 
the gym, making real progress, feel-
ing stronger than I have in many 
years. And yet, when my person-
al trainer looked me in the eye and 
she said, “You’re way too hard on 
yourself,” it hit me like a weight as 
I realized I really hadn’t changed. 
I think some of it goes back to how 
I was raised. I grew up in a strict, 
demanding household where ex-
cellence wasn’t celebrated, it was 
expected. There was only so much 
room for grace. And somewhere 
along the way, I internalized the 
idea that love, and approval had 
to be earned, not simply received.
But here’s what I’m learning, at the 
end of the day, the people who mat-
ter most won’t remember how many 
hours you worked on the job, or how 
many reps you did at the gym. They’ll 
remember how you made them feel. 
And maybe, just maybe, they’ll re-
member the moment you fi nally 

started being a little gentler with 
yourself. That moment matters. It’s 
not weakness, trust me it’s wisdom.
It’s the realization that God nev-
er asked us to be fl awless, only 
faithful. That His love isn’t per-
formance-based. That the same 
grace we should be freely ex-
tending to others is something 
we’re invited to receive ourselves.
I’m still learning, actually, still un-
learning. Still catching myself in 
those moments when I expect too 
much, push too hard, or forget what 
is really important in life. But I’m 
getting there. And if you’re on that 
same journey, I hope you’ll give 
yourself permission to breathe, 
to be, and to believe that you are 
enough, not because of what you 
do, but because of who you are.
As the Psalmist wrote, “The 
Lord is compassionate and gra-
cious, slow to anger, abound-
ing in love.” —Psalm 103:8
That’s the kind of love I want to live 
in. And the kind I want to refl ect, not 
just to others, but to myself.

John C. Perry is the Lay Leader with 
New Life Methodist Church. They meet every 
Sunday at 9 a.m. (Bible Study) and 10 a.m. 
(Worship Service) in the Salado Middle School 
at 1169 Williams Rd. 

John C. Perry 
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Dressed to Travel
I have had the chance to travel 

quite a bit in the past few years. I 
get to fly and of course spend time 
in hotels, with that you get a good 
sampling of the people that travel 
with you. I am not sure when we, as 
a society, changed how we dressed 
to travel. I recently saw a graphic 
online of two distinct styles, one 
was probably from the 50-60’s, 
the second was a couple that is 
fairly well known in pop culture 
today. The older-photo couple was 
dressed rather well, the man in a 
suit and the woman in a form fit-
ting dress, both looked quite sharp. 
The younger couple was dressed in 
what might be typical clothing for 
homeless persons in the days of 
the other photo. Or perhaps worse. 
I have seen homeless people on 
some shows, such as the one set 
in Mayberry, and those homeless 
people wore sports jackets, albeit 
old ones. In the graphic the modern 

couple were dressed in clothes that 
looked like you just came from the 
fitness center, or maybe they were 
doing laundry and had nothing else 
to put on.

Now I can remember that we 
dressed well, and comfortable, for 
any trip we took when I was young-
er. Flying was dignified; You didn’t 
have to strip down to your skivvies. 
I don’t recall my father wearing a 
suit, of which he had plenty, when 
we traveled, but he did dress nicely. 
Of course the flight attendants were 
called “stewardesses” in those days, 
and their outfits were “dressy” as 
well.

I am not sure when traveling in 
something akin to lingerie became 
acceptable attire. I am certainly a 
big fan of being comfortable when 
I am traveling, however jeans and 
a shirt seem to work for me. I have 
found that temperatures range from 
hot when you leave Texas, cool 

air on the plane, and possibly cold 
when you get where you are going. 
I have left good weather only to get 
to a place and find I was not dressed 
for rainy and chilly. That is why my 
choice in clothing covers the poten-
tial extremes, plus or minus a few 
degrees.

On my trips I see people that 
look like they might be dressed for 
a hot workout at the gym, others 
could walk off the plane and right 
into a business meeting, and of 
course everything in between.

When you get where you 
are going it is the same story. Re-
cently while lounging in the hotel 
lounge, since that is what it is for, 
I witnessed a couple checking in. 
They grabbed the luggage cart and 
promptly filled it up. They had the 
obligatory suitcases, but also laun-
dry baskets full of, surprisingly, 
not laundry, but who knows what. 
Some people travel with other 

forms of containers, including trash 
bags. Often you see bags that were 
obviously freebies, or maybe clear 
bags that leave all your “packings” 
to the view of all your fellow travel-
ers. One consistent at any baggage 
claim is the newbie with the generic 
black roller bag that looks like most 
of the other bags, they are jumping 
every time another black roller bag 
hits the conveyor. I have one bag 
that I travel with that might seem 
quite out of character for a manly 
Texas traveler, however I have not 
mistaken anyone’s bag for mine. It 
is bright and I can spot it as soon as 
it comes off the plane.

Back to dressing up, it is 
not just travel, but in all areas of 
our lives we seem to dress down. 
Dressing for comfort is one thing, 
sometimes that level of comfort 
should be confined to your house. 
There is a website dedicated to 
making fun of people that shop at a 

certain department store. However 
you can see people that seemed to 
have jumped out of bed and headed 
to the store. I don’t dress in a suit to 
shop for groceries, but I don’t look 
like a hobo either. Perhaps these 
people have absolutely no clothes 
left and need to shop in their PJ’s 
only out of desperation.

Maybe if the pop culture icons 
took a bit more pride in how they 
dressed their “fans” might follow 
along. I mean if I had more money 
than I could count I would prob-
ably not dress in over priced sweat 
pants and old t-shirts. I might dress 
more the style associated with my 
wealth, or at least as good as I dress 
now. The days of our “movie stars” 
dressing in tailored suits are long 
gone. I just wish we could pick out 
the millionaires from the homeless 
people these days.

Pleasant Ramblings • Mark Magnan

EditorialEditorial

Writing a weekly column has its chal-
lenges, especially when you’ve done it for 
nearly 20 years. Everything worth writing 
about has been written about.

I asked some reliable helpers—my 
students—for advice about a writing top-
ic. After all, they write in my class every 
day. Surely, they’d have some fresh ideas 
for me. Here are a few they presented:

My students. (Done that.)
My family. (Done.)
My husband. (Done that.) 

       My daughter. (Done.)
My son. (Done.)
My dogs. (Done.)
My cat. (Don’t have one.)
My garden. (Done that.)
My chickens. (Done.) 

       My first date. (Maybe . . .)
My job. (Done.)
Fish. (Done that too.)
Gummy Bears. (No, but marshmal       	

       lows are pretty close.)
Cleaning my house. (Done.)
Getting lost. (Done.)
Breaking up with a boyfriend.
(Too personal.)
So, first date it is. His name was Kel-

ly, and he asked me to escort him to the 
church youth banquet. He was too young 
to drive, so his mom chauffeured. I didn’t 
really “like” Kelly in a romantic way, and 
I only agreed to go with him because it 
was considered cool to have a date. Any 

date was better than going stag. I was only 
in the seventh grade, so I didn’t have the 
suave social skills I’ve now acquired. I 
was wretched.

He brought me a lovely corsage. We 
took awkward pictures. When he held 
open the back car door so we could sit to-
gether, I stepped around him and climbed 
in the front seat next to his mother. When 
we got to the banquet, I barely spoke to 
him. I spent the evening chatting with my 
girlfriends.

His mother drove us home. He walked 
me to the door and told me what a nice 
time he had. I mumbled a thank you and 
left him standing on my porch.

I am deeply ashamed. Looking back, 
I wish I’d been nicer to Kelly. He was 
a good friend. But at the time, I was so 
worried about what people would think, 
so concerned that my friends might link 
us together as a couple that I behaved in 
a way I now regret. Today, I’m sure none 
of my friends remember that night or who 
I went with or whether or not Kelly and I 
were an item. But I’ll bet Kelly remem-
bers.

Sometimes, it’s easy to be more con-
cerned about what people think than about 
what’s right. I spent much of my adult life 
catering to other’s views of me. I’ve con-
cealed truths and inflated half-truths; all 
so people would think I have the fairy-tale 
life I wish I had. All so people would be 

impressed with me.
I often don’t realize I’m doing it until 

after the fact. But the older I get, the more 
I crave authenticity. I want to do the right 
thing, simply because it’s the right thing, 
even if others think less of me because of 
it. After all, chances are, none of you care 
much about my pretend-perfect circum-
stances. But hopefully, you’ll remember 
that I was kind. Honest. That I made you 

feel important and accepted and loved. 
So, Kelly, if you’re out there, I was 

a jerk. I’m so sorry. I hope you’ve had a 
happy life. And for what it’s worth, thank 
you for being a good friend, even when I 
wasn’t.

“So whoever knows the right thing 
to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin,” 
James 4:17.

The Right Thing
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Coffee Talk • Renae Brumbaugh Green

Bell County Historical 
Commission to hold 
meeting, program

Special to the Journal 

The Bell County His-
torical Commission will 
have a very short meeting 
followed by a program on 
Monday, July 28. 

Keith George will 
present a program titled 
“Bonnie and Clyde in 
Temple Texas.”

George will base his 
program from old oral 
history tapes found in the 
vault at the old county 
courthouse. 

A resident of Killeen, 
Mr. George, is an avid 
historian who focuses 
most of his time on Bell 
County history. All are in-
vited to a small reception 

preceding the program, 
starting at 5:30 p.m. 

The meeting/program 
starts at 6:00 p.m. in the 
first-floor courtroom of 
the old courthouse at 101 
East Central Ave, Belton. 

The public is encour-
aged to attend this inter-
esting program that fo-
cuses on local history.
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Motorcyclist dies in 
Monday morning crash

By David Stone 
The Belton Journal 

Hundreds of Belton-area students received free 
backpacks and school supplies Saturday during a 
back-to-school day at Yettie Polk Park.

Back to School with God, hosted by Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church of Belton, provided 750 
backpacks loaded with school supplies to pre-kinder-
garten through 12th grade during a fun day at the park. 

The event also provided free eye exams, haircuts 
and other items to get students ready for the upcoming 
school year. While the giveaways were a big part of 

the day, there also was free food, games and activities, 
and a bounce house stayed full throughout the day.

“Mount Zion put this together, and the Lions Club 
provided hot dogs and other food items,” said Karen 
Stagner, a member of the Belton Lions Club. “We had 
a big crowd.”

Mount Zion received many donations and support 
from Belton residents and businesses.

The Belton Lions Club wasn’t the only local orga-
nization to take part in Back to School with God. The 
Belton Police and Fire departments participated in 
the day’s events, as did Texas game wardens, Belton 
H-E-B, Belton Independent School District, Bahama 

Buck’s, Bell County Comic Con, United Methodist 
Church of Belton and Girl Scout Troop 8121.

The backpacks were broken into four categories 
— pre-kindergarten and kindergarten, first and second 
grade, third through fifth grade, and middle school and 
high school. Each backpack was designed for specific 
grades and contained school supplies for those grades.

The backpacks given away Saturday were stuffed 
with various school supplies, including crayons, pen-
cils, erasers, glue, folders, scissors and much more.

Saturday’s event marked the 13th year that Mount 
Zion UMC has sponsored or co-sponsored the give-
away event.

Temple Civic Theatre opens Matilda JR. The Musical
By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Roald Dahl was a British author 
and screenwriter who achieved lasting 
fame for his darkly comic children’s 
books including Charlie and the Choco-
late Factory, Matilda, and James and the 
Giant Peach. Dahl himself was in the 
Belton and Temple area in the 1950’s. 

Although he passed away on No-
vember 23, 1990, his work will be in 
Temple through the Temple Civic The-
atre’s Matilda JR The Musical. The 
show opens on July 24 at 7:30 p.m.

“The show runs July 24 through 27 
in the evening at 7:30 p.m. with a mati-
nee on Saturday and Sunday at 2:30 
p.m. The Temple Civic Theatre is do-
ing Matilda as this summer’s children’s 
theatre. This is the first show of Dahl’s 
work. There’s a children’s show every 
summer. Next year’s children’s show 
will be Willy Wonka,” said Norman 
Northen, President of the Temple Civic 
Theatre’s Board of Directors.

Dahl was in Bell County in the fall 
of 1953 as a patient at Scott and White. 
This is documented in his biography 
titled “Storyteller the Authorized Biog-
raphy of Roald Dahl” written by Patty 
Benoit.

Dahl served in the Royal Air Force 
as a fighter pilot, an intelligence offi-
cer, and rose to the ranks of acting wing 
commander. He suffered injuries from 
a plane crash during World War II, in-
cluding a fractured skull and back inju-

ries for which he received six months of 
hospital care. 

At the time he was in Bell County, 
Dahl was invited to Belton High School 
to speak to Mary Cannon‘s two senior 
English classes. 

“I heard the stories my whole life 
as my mother was in the senior class 
and heard him speak. This has been 
confirmed by Mrs. Cannon who is 101 
years old and member of the class of 
1954,” said Northen.

“The Mr. Marsh that was from 
Waco insisted that Dahl go see his good 
friend Dr. Arthur Scott,” said Benoit. 
“The luxury of the Scott and White 
clinic was shocking compared to the 
British military hospitals that he had 
been accustomed. It was even grander 
being at Dr. Scott’s house.”

Dahl wrote the novel Matilda in 
1988. The story is about Matilda Worm-
wood, a girl with a rocky relationship 
with her uncaring parents and her time 
in a school run by the tyrannical head 
mistress Miss. Trunchbull. She discov-
ers she possesses a special power; she 
can move things with her mind. The 
novel has been adapted into multiple 
book editions, audiobooks, a musical, a 
film in 1996, and a film adaptation of 
the musical in 2022.

Temple Civic Theatre’s Matilda JR. 
The Musical is packed with high-energy 
dance numbers and catchy songs. The 
theatre children attended camp June 30 
through July 27. They auditioned June 
23 and 24. The show was opened for 

children aged eight to eighteen with 
thirty roles in the company.

Tickets for the Temple Civic The-
atre’s Matilda JR. The Musical can be 

purchased online at templecivictheatre.
com. For information about the theatre 
call 254-778-4751. The theatre is locat-
ed at 2413 S. 13 St., Temple.

By Lynette Sowell 
The Belton Journal 

An 18-year-old Temple man is dead 
after a Monday morning pursuit on east-
bound I-14 in Belton. 

Javion Giovanni Crim of Temple 
was transported to Baylor Scott & White 
Medical Center in Temple with incapac-
itating injuries after colliding with an 
18-wheeler on Monday morning.

Crim succumbed to his injuries and 
was pronounced deceased by medical 
personnel.

According to a media release from 
the Texas Department of Public Safety, 
a DPS trooper attempted to initiate a 
traffic stop on Crim, who was operating 
a 2025 CFMOTO motorcycle at a high 
rate of speed and operating recklessly 
on eastbound IH-14 in Belton.

“The Trooper activated emergency 
lights and sirens, but the motorcyclist 
failed to yield and accelerated to evade 
the Trooper. The motorcycle contin-

ued eastbound before merging onto 
the northbound lanes of Interstate 35 
(IH-35), reaching speeds in excess of 
100 miles per hour,” the media release 
stated. 

Crim then exited at Midway Drive, 
disregarded a red light, continuing 
through the intersection at high speed 
and endangering other motorists. 

“The Trooper observed the rider 
splitting lanes between vehicles along 
the northbound service road. Due to 
the red light and traffic conditions, the 
Trooper was forced to slow down for 
safety and lost visual contact with the 
motorcycle.”

Shortly after that, the trooper came 
upon a crash scene involving a burning 
motorcycle. 

“Preliminary investigation indi-
cates the motorcyclist collided with the 
rear of an 18-wheeler at a high rate of 
speed.”

The crash remains under investiga-
tion. Next of kin have been notified. 

Courtesy Photo 
Young actors rehearse for Matilda JR. The Musical which runs Thursday through 
Sunday at the Temple Civic Theatre. 

Hundreds receive free backpacks, school supplies

Belton City Council approves new mural application
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

A new mural in the Downtown Belton 
Commercial Historic District was approved 
this week by the city council.

The mural will be on property located 
at 122 N. Penelope at the southwest corner 
of East First and North Penelope — near the 
Crow & Cactus building by the library. 

It will feature a “Welcome to Belton” 
sign over a scenic view of wildflowers and 
longhorns. 

Russell Cushman will bring five de-
cades of mural experience to the project. 
Cushman specializes in wildlife and Texas 
heritage murals and sculptures.

The project has an estimated cost of 
$15,000, and the grant applicant has request-
ed a grant for $7,500. The grant includes an 
additional $2,500 to maintain the mural for 
five years.

According to Tina Moore, Belton’s as-
sistant director of development services, 
the city adopted recommendations from the 
Beautification Committee on Nov. 14, 2023. 
One of those recommendations was to estab-
lish guidelines to regulate murals in Belton.

“A City permit is required before a mu-

ral is painted,” Moore said in a report to the 
council. “The mural should be designed in a 
way the respects and celebrates local culture 
and history and encourages artistic creativ-
ity.”

Also at this week’s meeting, the Coun-
cil approved:

• A preliminary plat for River Farm, 
comprising 478.5 acres located east of I-35 
on Tollbridge Road north of the Lampasas 
River.

• A final plat for River Farm Phase 2, 
which includes 72.2 acres on Tollbridge 
Road.

• Replats of Lots 5 and 6 of Belton 
Original, which includes 1.72 acres located 
at 1200 W Second near the northeast corner 
of North Loop 121 and West Second Av-
enue.

• Preliminary and final plats for the 
Skyview Commercial Addition comprising 
12.5 acres located at the southwest corner of 
I-14 and Loop 121.

• Amendments to existing tax abate-
ment agreements with CSC Group, located 
within Tax Abatement Zone No. 13 in the 
South Loop Industrial Park, south of East 
Loop 121 and east of I-35, at 206 and 212 
Groves Road.

Courtesy Photo 
An application for a new mural was approved by the Belton city council on 
Tuesday. The mural will be located at 122 N. Penelope at the southwest corner 
of East First and North Penelope. 
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By David Tuma
The Belton Journal

The Belton Independent School District had im-
pressive numbers participating in sports this past school 
year. 

At the high school level, there were 1,543 athletes 
in sports. This includes NewTech High School at Was-
kow, Belton High and Lake Belton High School. 

At the junior high level, the number of participants 
in sports was 1,251. The total number of students at-
tending BISD schools participating in sports was 2,794.

The schools won 10 district championships, seven 
bi-district championships, and two area championships 
(Lake Belton). 

Lake Belton softball lost to Melissa in the regional 
finals. Melissa went on to win the state championship 
for the second year in a row. 

The Belton High boys basketball team also lost a 
close game in the area finals.

The schools combined with 31 all-state players. 
Lake competed with 2,270 in attendance at Class 5A, 
Division I level, and Belton with 1,742 at the Class 
5A, Division II level.

“We have a really strong group of head coaches 
running our programs,” Belton ISD athletic director 
Sam Skidmore said. “We love our athletic staff. There 
was tremendous participation, which is a great thing 
to have. 

“At the junior high level, they are teaching termi-
nology, getting ready for high school sports. Every ju-
nior high has a proper weight room open to all sports. 
“In wrestling, this was our first year. The participation 
was good. Lake Belton’s unified team made it to state. 
This is where special needs athletes compete with ath-
letes together.”

BISD has impressive year with student athletes 

Failure or success, 
which one defines us? 
Some see obstacles as 
reasons they can’t suc-
ceed, while others use 
those same challenges as 
fuel to reach new heights. 
I’ve always been drawn 
to stories of individuals 
who overcame adversity 
to achieve greatness. 

Some of the greatest 
examples of athletes 
overcoming adversity 
were found in the early to 
mid-1900s. These athletes 
didn’t have access to the 
equipment and facili-
ties available to athletes 
today. As time moves 
forward, facilities and 
gear will only continue 
to improve. That’s why 
I enjoy reflecting on the 
challenges 
the “old tim-
ers” faced 
and how, 
despite the 
obstacles, 
they still 
managed to 
achieve at 
such a high 
level.

Look-
ing back in 
time, there 
are many 
great stories 
of how 
athletes over-
came adver-
sity to have 
stellar performances. One 
of those stories is close to 
home. My father-in-law, 
Reverend R.B. Shoemak-
er, in 1942 became one 
of the nation’s top junior 
college track and field 
runners despite humble 
beginnings. Running on 
a dirt track in flat tennis 
shoes, before all-weather 
surfaces and high-tech 
footwear, R.B. was one of 
the nation’s top runners. 

He grew up in a 
large family in rural 
southeast Kansas and did 
not have the finances to 
buy the best equipment or 
train at the top facilities. 
Without access to great 
facilities or proper run-
ning gear, he set the 
Fort Scott Community 

College record in the 880-
yard dash with a time of 
53.8 seconds. That record 
can never be broken at 
FSCC, as the event has 
since converted to the 
800-meter distance in the 
late 70’s. While his time 
may not seem extraordi-
nary by today’s standards, 
consider the conditions: 
a longer distance, no 
spikes, and a dirt surface. 
That speaks volumes.

Then there’s the 
legendary Jesse Owens, 
who made history in 
1935 by setting six world 
records within a single 
hour, an achievement still 
unmatched. He entered 
the 1936 Olympic Games 
in Berlin under intense 
pressure. At home, many 

called for 
him to 
boy-
cott the 
Games 
because 
of Adolf 
Hitler’s 
Nazi 
regime. 
Abroad, 
Hitler 
antici-
pated that 
German 
athletes 
would 

prove 
Aryan su-
periority on 

the global stage. Owens 
chose to compete. Not 
only did he compete, he 
dominated, winning gold 
in the 100yard, 220 yard, 
4x100 yard relay, and 
the long jump. Though 
Hitler refused to publicly 
acknowledge his victo-
ries, Owens later revealed 
that the German leader 
offered him a private 
handshake. Jesse Owens’ 
success wasn’t just ath-
letic; it was symbolic.

Another remarkable 
story is that of Betty Rob-
inson. At age 16, she won 
Olympic gold in the 100-
yard dash in 1928, tying 
the world record in her 
first official season. Just 

From Adversity 
to Greatness

See WELCH, 
Page B3

Dr. Jack Welch
From the Bleachers

Tiger soccer continues off season 
workouts with annual summer camp

Belton New Tech sees new faces on tennis team

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal 

The Belton Lady Tigers soccer 
program took another step forward 
in its offseason development with 
the annual Soccer Camp, held from 
July 21 to 23 at Belton High School 
grass fields behind the swim center. 
The three day event brought to-
gether young athletes from around 
the community and served as a 
bridge between Belton’s current 
varsity team and its future stars.

Originally designed as two 
separate sessions for girls entering 
2nd–6th grade and 7th–9th grade, 
the camp was ultimately combined 
into one group, all training togeth-
er from 8 to 11 a.m. each day. The 
schedule change did not dampen 

enthusiasm, as a strong turnout 
created a lively and competi-
tive atmosphere from the opening 
whistle to the final huddle.

With drills, small games, and 
position focused instruction, the 
camp helped younger players ex-
perience the structure and expecta-
tions of the Belton soccer program. 
It gave student athletes the chance 
to interact with Belton coaches 
and get familiar with the way the 
Lady Tigers practice and compete.

High school players were also 
on hand throughout the week, 
helping lead drills, demonstrating 
technique, and offering encourage-
ment to campers. Their leadership 
and support helped build connec-
tions between the varsity team and 
the next generation of Lady Tigers.

For the Belton soccer program, 

the camp is more than just a summer 
activity. It’s a chance to bring young 
athletes into the program early and 
help them develop both their skills 
and understanding of what it means 
to be a part of the Belton culture.

Meanwhile, the varsity Lady 
Tigers have stayed active this sum-
mer, completing three full weeks of 
workouts as part of their annual off-
season “Summer Grind.” The team 
has focused on strength, condition-
ing, and building chemistry as they 
prepare for the upcoming school 
year and season.

With continued work and strong 
leadership, Belton looks to carry its 
momentum into the fall. Events like 
the LTS Soccer Camp play a key role 
in that journey, laying the foundation 
for future success both on and off the 
field.

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Jordan Wedemeyer knows 
change has arrived, and he is ex-
cited.

For the past four years, Belton 
New Tech’s head tennis coach has 
primarily overseen the same group 
of players, watching some grow 
with the program, which is still in its 
infancy. 

During the spring, however, 

the first crop of senior Dragons and 
Lady Dragons graduated, departing 
after helping guide the squad to its 
most successful season.

Now, with the season opener 
just days away, a number of new 
faces are filling the voids, and while 
the scenario provides challenges, 
Wedemeyer is embracing the op-
portunity. 

“This is definitely an exciting 
time,” he said. “The nice thing about 
having new kids on varsity is that 

you get a whole new set of person-
alities, skills and abilities. So, it is up 
to me to figure out who is better at 
doubles, who is better at singles and 
where everyone fits within the team. 

“I have to develop a whole new 
outlook on what the team is capable 
of and how to use everyone to the 
best of their abilities.”

One year ago, New Tech cap-
tured its first victory on the court en 
route to finishing fifth in the final 
District 25-4A standings with a 3-4 

record, leaving it one spot shy of ad-
vancing to the playoffs. 

The goal this season is to ex-
ceed the showing and reach the 
postseason, but there is little time to 
prepare.

The Dragons and Lady Drag-
ons began practicing Wednesday 
with the first match set for July 31, 
when they travel to Waco University 
for a 9 a.m. start. 

One week later, on Aug. 7, 
New Tech opens district play by fac-

ing Little River Academy in the first 
of eight league matches. 

“We are starting district play 
earlier than we ever have before,” 
Wedemeyer said. “We have nine 
schools in the district, and the sched-
ule has to be done by the first week 
of October. So, we have to start be-
fore the kids are even in school.

“So, that is going to be a chal-

See TENNIS, 
Page B2

Volleyball season weeks away from home openers
By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Only days separate the Lady 
Tigers and Lady Broncos from 
starting their seasons, and once the 
first matches arrive, the schedule is 
unrelenting. 

Lake Belton, the District 16-5A 
runner-up from a year ago, hits the 
ground running, facing stiff com-
petition immediately to begin its 
campaign. 

The Lady Broncos open at 
Class 6A Killeen Harker Heights 
on Aug. 12 before taking part in the 
three-day Duncanville tournament, 
which brings together elite talent 
from the Dallas-Fort Worth Metro-
plex. The event begins Aug. 14.

Then, on Aug. 19, Lake Belton 
begins its home schedule against 
Salado.

The Lady Broncos lost their 
only encounter with the Lady 
Knights in 2022, and the Lady Ea-
gles are coming off a 40-win season 
that ended in the Class 4A, Divi-
sion II state semifinals. 

Lake Belton concludes its tour-
nament schedule with trips to the 
Pflugerville ISD tournament (Aug. 
21-23) the ultra competitive Vol-
leypalooza (Aug. 28-30) tourna-
ment in Round Rock. In between 
the events, the Lady Broncos travel 
to Temple on Aug. 22 and host Le-
ander Glenn on Aug. 26.

After a whirlwind first month, 
the routine eases a bit with six 
matches rounding out nondistrict 
play.

The Lady Broncos play at 
Robinson (Sept. 2), West (Sept. 
12) and Pflugerville Weiss (Sept. 
19) and host Bryan Rudder (Sept. 
5), Smithville (Sept. 9) and China 
Spring (Sept. 16).

If all goes according to plan, 
Lake Belton will be primed for a 
playoff push with league play start-
ing Sept. 23 at Belton. 

The Lady Tigers will have an 

equally challenging trek to the dis-
trict opener. 

Belton welcomes Round Rock 
McNeil as its first opponent Aug. 
12 before traveling to its first of 
three tournaments. 

Beginning on Aug. 14, the 
Lady Tigers play in the three-day 
Georgetown tournament, and they 
will remain on the road until early 
September. 

Belton has matches set at Rud-
der (Aug. 19), Harker Heights 
(Aug. 26) and Killeen (Sept. 2) be-
fore returning for its second home 
match as China Spring comes to 
town Sept. 5.

Additionally, prior to facing 
the Lady Cougars, the Lady Tigers 
take part in the Huntsville tourna-
ment (Aug. 21-23) and the Little 
River Academy tournament (Aug. 
28-30).

Nondistrict play for Belton 
concludes with contests at Gates-
ville on Sept. 12, at Lorena on 
Sept. 16 and against visiting West 
on Sept. 19.

The Lady Tigers and Lake Bel-
ton begin the second round of dis-
trict against each other on Oct. 10.

The Lady Broncos won both 
encounters last season versus Bel-
ton by identical 3-0 scores.

Along with Lake Belton and the 
Lady Tigers, the district includes 
Killeen Ellison, Killeen Chaparral, 
Waco and Waco University. 
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
3011 N. Main, Ste C, Belton, Tx 76513

(254) 933-7680 • scot.hrbacek@edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Why rebalancing 
your portfolio 
matters — and 

how to do it

In life, balance is 
everything — wheth-
er it’s finding time 
between work and 
family or maintaining 
a healthy diet.

The same goes for 
investing. Have a 
balanced, and occa-
sionally rebalanced, 
portfolio helps you 
have the right mix 
of investments like 
stocks, bonds and 
cash for your individ-
ual needs.

This “mix” — known 
as asset allocation — 
should reflect your 
personal comfort with 
risk, your investment 
goals and how long 
you have until you 
need the money.

Your ideal mix will 
change as your life 
changes. Younger 
investors might favor 
stocks for growth. As 
you near retirement, 
you’ll likely focus 
more on income and 
stability.

Over time, the value 
of each investment 
may change, caus-
ing your portfolio to 
become unbalanced. 
Rebalancing helps 
you adjust for this or 
as your goals evolve.

So, indulge in a few 
snacks while follow-
ing a healthy diet. But 
take time to consider 
balance in your in-
vestments as well.

This Article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor

Scot Hrbacek, CFP     Financial Advisor®

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Two former Lady 
Tigers softball players 
recently made their 
collegiate commitments 
official. 

Iris Molina, a 
shortstop, signed with 
Texas Lutheran, and 
outfielder Jacklyn Munoz 
signed with Mary Hardin-
Baylor. 

Both players were 16-
5A All-District Honorable 
Mentions after helping 
Belton place second in the 
league standings and earn 
another trip to the playoffs. 

SUMMER CAMPS
The three-day Lady 

Broncos softball camp is 

set to begin Monday, and it 
takes place between 9 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. each day. 
It is open to third- through 
ninth-graders.

The Broncos football 
camp runs on the same 
days and times and 
will be available to any 
kindergartener through 
ninth-grader, but it will be 
split into sections based on 
age and ability.

The cost for 
each camp is $60 per 
participant, and tickets 
can be purchased at 
BeltonTigers.com or 
LakeBeltonAthletics.com.

VOLLEYBALL
Tryouts are rapidly 

approaching for the 
upcoming volleyball 

seasons. 
University 

Interscholastic League 
rules allow teams to begin 
issuing equipment and 
conducting workouts on 
Aug. 1, and the Lady 
Tigers will use the date to 
begin their tryout process. 

Incoming ninth-
graders will be evaluated 
from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m., and 
participants should arrive 
to check-in between 6:30 
a.m. and 6:55 a.m.

Sophomores, juniors 
and seniors will follow 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.

Later in the day, all 
grade levels will return for 
a second two-hour session, 
beginning at 3:30 p.m. 

Then, all participants 
will return for a second 
day of workouts Aug. 2 
with sessions running 
from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 

1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Athletes should 

arrive at least 15 minutes 
before each session and 
should wear running or 
volleyball shoes, knee 
pads, a T-shirt in school 
colors if possible, spandex 
and running shorts. They 
should also bring water.

Additionally, all 
participants must have a 
current physical on file 
with the school and all 
necessary paperwork 
submitted.

The Lady Tigers 
will be hosting a player/
parent meeting in advance 
of tryouts on July 31 at 
5:30 p.m. inside Belton’s 
gymnasium. Players and 
parents should both attend. 

For more information, 
contact Lady Tigers head 
coach Haleigh Johnson at 
Haleigh.Johnson@BISD.
net.

Lake Belton will also 
be conducting tryouts 
around the same time, but 
specific information has 
not been released. 

UIL rules permit 
scrimmages to begin Aug. 
8, and the first day for 
regular-season matches is 
Aug. 11.

FOOTBALL
Preparations for the 

upcoming football season 
will begin in less than a 
month for countless teams 
across the state. 

University 
Interscholastic League 
rules permit teams that 
did not participate in 
spring training to begin 
workouts Aug. 4. Belton 
and Lake Belton, however, 
took part in spring training, 
so each squad can begin 
conditioning one week 
later on Aug. 11.

The first day the 
Tigers and Broncos can 
don pads and have full 
contact is Aug. 16.

Both teams have a 
scrimmage set for Aug. 
21 with Belton hosting 
Killeen Shoemaker and 
Lake Belton traveling 
to Copperas Cove. Each 
scrimmage will start at 
7 p.m.

The regular-season 
schedule kicks off Aug. 
29, when the Tigers 
play at Pflugerville 
Hendrickson and 
the Broncos play at 
College Station A&M 
Consolidated. 

BELTON 
BOOSTER

The Belton Tigers 
Athletic Booster Club 
has scheduled its Meet 
the Tiger event for Aug. 
16 at 6 p.m.

Sports Briefs

Seth Markham, of Belton, is the fan-favorite “Ninja Umpire” for the world-famous Savannah Bananas. Known 
for his high-flying acrobatics, flips, and jaw-dropping tricks, Seth brings a whole new level of excitement to the 
ballpark—blending athleticism, entertainment, and the traditional role of an umpire into a show for fans. Pictured 
are Beckham Stone of Temple with Markham at Crow and Cactus Company Downtown Belton Saturday.

lenge in itself, because not all the kids will be back from vaca-
tions and stuff by then. That is just part of it, though, and we’re 
going to have to do the best we can and hope for the best.”

District competition continues Aug. 14, when New Tech 
travels to Liberty Hill Legacy Ranch. Burnet, Jarrell, Lago 
Vista, Marble Falls, Salado and Cameron Yoe complete 
the league.

Academy emerged with last season’s district cham-
pionship before reaching the third round of the playoffs.

“The goal is to always aspire for the playoffs,” he 
said. “I think we will be really solid on the guys’ side this 
year, and if a few of the girls step up, then I think we have 
a really great chance. I know we have to face some tough 
schools, but a lot of those teams are kind of in the same 
boat as us. 

“Last year was just phenomenal, so we are definitely 
looking to build on that success and punch our way into 
the postseason.”

Tennis  -  From Page B1
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three years later, a devastating plane crash 
left her severely injured. After spending six 
months in a wheelchair and years regaining 
her ability to walk, many assumed her track 
career was over. Betty persevered. Though 
she couldn’t kneel for a proper sprint start, 
she earned a place on the 4x100 yard relay 
team at the 1936 Olympics. Running the 
third leg, she helped the U.S. secure gold, 
becoming a two-time Olympic champion.

Each of these individuals reminds us: 
it’s not the circumstances we’re given, but 
how we respond to them that defines us. 
Greatness is not born from ease; it’s forged 
through struggle, persistence, and heart.

Thought for the week, “Being chal-
lenged in life is inevitable, being defeated is 
optional.” Roger Crawford

Dr. Jack Welch serves as President 
of Fort Scott Community College. With a 
career spanning professional sports, public 
education, and rural community develop-
ment, he brings a servant-leader mindset 
and a passion for building trust-driven 
cultures that empower people to thrive in 
the classroom, on the field, and in life. 

He is also the author of Founda-
tions of Coaching: The Total Coaching 
Manual.

Welch  -  From Page B1
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FAIR. Water stained; 83 de-
grees; 3.58 feet below pool. Belton 
has climbed another 4.58 feet since 
last week after recent rain and re-
leases from Lake Proctor. U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers is now re-
leasing water at a rate of 1,100 CFS. 
Fishing for white bass has gotten 
tougher now that young-of-the-year 
shad are in abundance, and the wa-
ter is stratifying as the thermocline 
develops. I observed that most of 
my success is coming in the first few 
hours of light in the morning and 
again in the last hour of light on ei-
ther side of sunset. Covering ground 
by downrigging with a 3-armed 
umbrella rig equipped with #13 Pet 
Spoons and keeping a close eye on 
depth so as to keep the balls about 3’ 
up off bottom was the key to find-
ing scattered fish. The MAL Heavy 
with silver blade and chartreuse tail 
continued to produce well this week 
after locating fish by downrigging. 
It shows up remarkably well on 
forward-facing sonar and 2-D sonar. 
Drop it either to the bottom if fish 
are on bottom, or below the level of 
suspended fish, and crank it up at a 
steady cadence at least two cranks 
above the fish showing highest in 
the water column. If a chase occurs, 
keep cranking at that same steady 
cadence until the fish either catch-
es it, or turns away. When a strike 
occurs, keep right on cranking with-
out a hard hookset. The likelihood 
of topwater action increases as the 
water warms, and at least some light 
action is taking place on all but the 
windiest mornings and evenings. Be 
on the lookout for herons feeding re-
petitively over open water, then go 
in stealthily for a look so as not to 
spook the fish and push them off the 
surface. Report by Bob Maindelle, 
Holding the Line Guide Service. 
Catfish are fair. Anglers should ex-
pect slower activity while catfish are 
spawning. Shallow water around 
timber with fresh shad or prepared 
bait can produce smaller blue catfish 
under 10 pounds. Flatheads catfish 
are fair on live bluegill around river 
mouths and log piles. Report by Bri-
an Worley, B&S Catfishing.

GOOD. Water stained; 84 
degrees; 1.30 feet below pool. Still-
house rose another 0.78 feet since 
last week. The water is warming 
rapidly and the fish are suspending 
more and more each day. The two 
drivers for this are stratification of 
the water by temperature which 
will eventually lead to the creation 
of the thermocline by mid-June, 
and the increasing presence of 
young-of-the-year shad making 
their way into open water. When 
fish are suspended use 2-D sonar as 
the three-dimensional cone makes 
use of extends the echo signature of 
the fish into long arches which are 
larger and much more easily seen 
on a screen then the shorter “rice 
grain” signatures seen on side-im-
aging and down-imaging. Use a 
MAL Heavy with silver blade and 
chartreuse tail when the fish are ag-
gressive, and downrigging with Pet 
Spoons is my backup plan when 
the fish are not aggressive. The 
MAL shows up remarkably well 
on forward-facing sonar and 2-D 
sonar. Drop it either to the bottom 
if fish are on bottom, or below the 
level of suspended fish, and crank it 
up at a steady cadence at least two 
cranks above the fish showing high-
est in the water column. If a chase 
occurs, keep cranking at that same 
steady cadence until the fish either 
catches it, or turns away. When a 
strike occurs, keep right on crank-
ing without a hard hookset. On the 
downriggers, run balls just 1-2 feet 
above the shallowest fish showing 
on 2-D sonar. Mornings are best 
from 7:20-10:15 a.m. Topwater 
action on “schoolie” largemouth 
increased this past week but is far 
from peaking. Small shad imitat-
ing baits, preferably soft baits, cast 
quickly and accurately to a fresh 
“boil” will be much more likely to 
draw a strike. Minnow-shaped baits 
excel for this application. Report by 
Bob Maindelle, Holding the Line 
Guide Service. Bass are schooling 
up on the main lake so be ready 
with some walking baits and oth-
er topwaters to catch quite a few 
that way. Otherwise flip and drag 
around any standing trees or look 
for piles of grass around. You usu-
ally cannot go wrong with a crea-
ture bait, fluke or worm dragging 
the grass in most places. Report by 
Bryan Cotter, Texas Hawgs.

FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT
Belton Lake Stillhouse

EditorialEditorial

Readers are smart
Readers are smart. Not everyone is a 

reader, however. If you’re reading this, I 
think you’re probably a reader, and if so, 
you’re someone who does more than just 
read a headline. 

You go beyond clicking and scroll-
ing, if you’re into online reading. If you’re 
holding this as an actual, physical paper, 
you might be sitting at a desk or a table, 
possibly with some sort of hot beverage 
beside you. Or, you might be sitting some-
where, waiting, and are killing the time in 
a medical office or a mechanic’s shop, or 
another place where you need to wait your 
turn. In doing so, you like to learn and 
know things. 

Freedom of the press is still alive and 
well. The government doesn’t tell us what 
we can or can’t print. We welcome the 
words of others, who want to share their 
concerns publicly. 

Unfortunately, there are platforms out 
there that you can’t really trust. Oh, you 
can enjoy the cyberworld with its articles, 
the social media that works faster than the 
gossip lines of old. Speaking of gossip, do 

you remember the game of gossip, some-
times called telephone? The teacher would 
stand kids in a line, and whisper something 
to the first kid in line, who would in turn 
whisper it to the next one, and so on, and 
so on. Then, the kicker would be the last 
kid in line, saying aloud what they’d heard. 
Usually, it was far, far different than what 
the teacher originally said. 

So it goes with the world of online 
information. You may have seen someone 
say, “Well, I don’t know if this is true or 
not, but I thought I’d share,” and then share 
a photo or a statement that may or may not 
be factual. 

But readers, smart readers like you, 
look to the newspaper for what’s actu-
ally going on…What is being constructed 
downtown, or what will the building on 
X Avenue be transformed into? Who is 
paying for the new school, and how? Or, 
what will we be voting on in November, or 
May? What slice-of-life story are we going 
to read about next week, perhaps a story 
about something the “bigger” news outlets 
don’t have the time for? 

Newspapers believe in helping mag-
nify voices. Not all voices bring us news 
stories. Some stories aren’t really news-
worthy. Some stories make a breaking 
headline such as “Insert Name of Famous 
Actress Here was seen stepping out in fa-
mous designer’s outfit while shopping with 
new boyfriend.” Someone, somewhere 
evidently believed a reader somewhere 
would care about that.

Or, more locally, someone was upset 
with the service (or lack thereof) that they 
received at a certain restaurant. They’re 
mad as heck and they want everyone to 
know. Or, there is the voice of the passive-
aggressive one: “To the person who cut me 
off in traffic. . .” and so on. 

A newspaper isn’t the platform for 
whiners. There is plenty of social media 
space for that, which, if you are a business 
owner, you can see that the special infor-
mation you’re trying to get to customers 
gets passed over because of the ones I just 
mentioned. 

In fact, I was talking with a small busi-
ness owner just last week, and she told me 

that social media isn’t really that helpful 
for her business. It isn’t enough to connect 
her with her customers. She will hear, “Oh, 
I wish I’d known about that, I didn’t see 
your post.” 

Then, there’s another local reader who 
lamented in front of a city council meeting 
that, “Isn’t there something (the city) could 
do to let people know about the outcome 
of these meetings? Can you put something 
in the utility bill, like a printed recap of the 
meeting?’ 

Oh, yes, when I heard his lament, I 
promptly made sure he was signed up for 
a free subscription – he gave his home 
address prior to addressing the council. I 
hope he’s found the news coverage helpful. 

Coming back around to my original 
point. . .Readers, like you, are smart. You 
deserve to have the best information we 
can get you. We only have so much space 
that we can only include what there’s room 
for. But thanks to the businesses who have 
confidence in us, we can continue to do so.

I don’t forget this – readers are smart. 
Thanks for reading. 

Shop the Insanity • Darren Blair
In October of 2013 I be-

gan doing my movie review, 
with this op/ed feature com-
ing the following month. 

Over the years, there 
have been situations where 
I’ve wrestled with whether 
or not to discuss a given 
topic. In most cases I even-
tually conclude that this fea-
ture is not the right venue or 
that something with my lead 
times is disadvantageous. 
In other cases, however, the 
matter will stay in the back 
of my mind. 

Today I’ll be discussing 
one such matter. 

Long-time readers of 
this feature may, by now, 
have realized that there’s 
something a little “different” 
about me, more than just my 
approach to writing. Well 
folks, that “difference” is a 
little something called high-
functioning autism. That’s 
right: I’m on the autism 
spectrum. 

I grew up in a time 
where autism was rather 
poorly understood. Rather, 
because I was ahead of my 
peers in various areas, I was 
given the “gifted” label and 
the much higher list of ex-

pectations that went along 
with it. Few people back 
then understood that autism 
was a spectrum, and so the 
only frame of reference most 
folks had was pop culture 
depictions that showed chil-
dren with severely impaired 
functionality. Even works 
like “Rain Man”, where the 
title character had greatly ad-
vanced math skills, showed 
impairment and limitation.

Suffice to say that those 
of us who were labeled as 
“gifted” didn’t exactly get 
the support that we today 
know people who are high-
functioning need to fully 
transcend to the level of our 
gifts, support that includes 
helping us overcome the 
more mutually challenging 
aspects of being on the spec-

trum. As such, even though I 
knew I was wired differently 
as far back as high school, it 
wasn’t until a few years af-
ter I started this feature that 
a mental health professional 
took the time to hear me out 
and ultimately provide the 
diagnosis. Since then, I’ve 
been reevaluating my life 
experiences to date, put-
ting things in context of this 
new information in order to 
see other angles and learn 
what new lessons there are 
to learn. 

At the same time 
though, I’ve also become 
more aware how pop culture 
is still generating misinfor-
mation about what it means 
to be on the spectrum, let 
alone high-functioning. 
Whether it’s sitcoms trying 

to justify a character’s toxic 
behavior by saying the per-
son is autistic, young adult 
features that use “autistic” 
as a synonym for “arbitrary” 
and “quirky”, or movies that 
imply autistic individuals 
can “turn off” their “tells” 
and be “normal”, there’s still 
a long way to go. Ironically, 
some of the most *positive* 
examples of high-function-
ing autism are characters 
who weren’t intended to be 
written that way but whose 
behaviors and actions are 
more in keeping with what 
real-life individuals say and 
do.

Folks, autism simply 
means that our brains and 
bodies are a bit different. We 
were born that way through 
means that science doesn’t 

quite understand yet. There 
are days where we need a lit-
tle extra patience, just as we 
ourselves sometimes need to 
be a little more patient with 
others. A diagnosis is noth-
ing to be ashamed of. 

Ignore Hollywood. Ig-
nore the whispers. If you 
think you might be on the 
spectrum, or you are caring 
for someone who you think 
might be on the spectrum, 
seek competent, certified 
professional advice, then 
follow up by talking to those 
of us who ourselves have 
been diagnosed. If you know 
someone who is on the spec-
trum, treat them the way you 
would want to be treated. 

It shouldn’t take a mis-
guided “family” movie to 
get that conversation going.

Spectrum Of Being
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Child Find Announcement

The Belton Independent School District is required 
by federal and state law to make a dedicated 
effort to locate, identify, and evaluate every child 
from age 3 to age 21 residing or attending private 
school in our district who is suspected of having a 
disability. Eligible students are entitled to a free and 
appropriate education, including an individualized 
plan for instruction. 

If you suspect your child has a disability, and your 
child does not yet receive special education services, 
please contact:

Anuncio para localizar Niños

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Belton es 
requerido por ley federal y estatal para hacer un 
esfuerzo dedicado a localizar,
identificar y evaluar a todos los niños desde los 3 
hasta los 21 años de edad que residen o asisten a 
una escuela privada en nuestro distrito de quien se 
sospeche tener una discapacidad. Los estudiantes 
elegibles tienen derecho a una educación gratuita 
y apropiada, incluyendo un plan individualizado de 
instrucción.
Si usted sospecha que su hijo tiene una 
discapacidad y todavía no recibe servicios de 
educación especial, póngase en contacto con:

Jennifer Ramirez
Executive Director of Special Education
Belton Independent School District
400 North Wall St.
Belton, Texas 76513
254-215-2110
254-215-2111 (fax)

Annual Candy Trail provides sweet journey for trick-or-treaters
By Annie Dockery
The Belton journal

Many downtown Bel-
ton businesses will be pass-
ing out candy during the 
annual Candy Trail on Oct. 
29, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m., sponsored by Dis-
cover Downtown Belton 
and the Downtown Belton 
Business Alliance.

Leila Valchar, owner of 
My Giving Tree Gift Shop 
& Art Gallery said, “It’s 
the biggest it has been. We 
have 40 businesses that will 

be handing out candy, and 
minimum for each busi-
ness is 3,000 pieces. So, it’s 
going to put us well over 
120,000 pieces of candy 
handed out in downtown 
Belton”

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The trail will start on 
the corner to Penelope, then 
on to First street, and down 
East Street with stops on 
Central Avenue and Water 
Street.

Participating busi-
nesses include Edward 

Jones (Joshua Dildine), The 
Belton Journal, Pink Bull-
dog, Nolan Creek Brewery, 
Gunter Financial Services, 
LaLuncheonette, Mind 
Your Wellness, Picasa De-
sign, Arusha Coffee Co., 
My Giving Tree, iMERA-
Ki, Garlyn Shelton Auto 
Group, The Dusty Rose, 
OakFire Pizza & Brewing, 
Bell County Music Studio, 
McWha Book Store, Na-
poli’s Italian Bistro, Razzle 
Dazzle Specialty Shop, 
Quick Release Bail Bonds, 
BeYouthful Salon, Jones 

Home & Auto, BISD Trans-
portation, Belton Police 
Foundation, Bell County 
Museum, Lena Armstrong 
Public Library, Creekside 
Cigar Lounge, Scores Pizza 
& Wings, The Gin at Nolan 
Creek, Graley’s Goodies, 
Salon & Spa at Greenbriar, 
The Beltonian Threatre, Co-
chran, Blair & Potts, Level 
3 Event & Coworking Cen-
ter, Waffle Cone Belton, 
RE/Max Great Place, Ex-
change on Central, Miller’s 
Smokehouse, Summer 
Fun Water Park, Liberty 

Church, Water Stree Waffle 
House, and Schoepf’s BBQ 
on your way home.

“We’re all excited and 
the businesses will be look-
ing forward to the thou-
sands of little trick-or-treat-
ers,” Valchar said.

A Candy Trail map 
is available on Discover 
Downtown Belton, Belton 
Market Days Facebook, and 
Downtown Belton Business 
Alliance Facebook pages. 
Maps will also be posted at 
the businesses that are dis-
tributing candy.

Barricades will start 
setting up at 1:00 p.m. with 
no cars allowed through 
after 3:30 p.m. The Candy 
Trail will be inside the bar-
ricades. 

“There’s a QR code. It 
will bring up the map and 
you can follow it on your 
phone,” Valchar added. “It 
will make it easy.”

 “My favorite thing 
is the kids,” Valchar said. 
“They’re all running around 
downtown all dressed up. 
It’s a community event; it 
brings us all together.”

File photo 
Costumed kids and familes collect candy at a prior year’s Candy Trail in downtown Belton. This year’s trail will take place Saturday evening from 4-6 p.m. 

Bison roundup in Belton 

Couresty Photo

A bison escaped from a veterinarian’s office on E. 6th Avenue in Belton on Tuesday 
morning, with the first call coming in to Belton animal control around 7:28 a.m. The bi-
son was traced down Penelope and the I-35 frontage road. “From there the bison ran to a 
thicket of trees off the I-14 frontage road, near Tractor Supply. It was finally captured off 
the shoulder of the I-14 frontage road,” said Paul Romer, Public Information for the City 
of Belton.  The animal control officer reached out to a Salado veterinarian, Romer said, 
who helped arrange assistance from a couple of local cowboys. On horseback, the pair 
worked to safely contain the bison, until it was roped old West style and subdued, then 
loaded onto a waiting trailer. Once the bison was captured the veterinarian took custody 
of it to return it to its owner, Romer said.

My Front Porch • Lynette Sowell

Belton teacher appears in federal court for 
alleged possession of child pornography

By Lynette Sowell 
The Belton Journal 

A Belton High 
School teacher was ar-
rested last Thursday on 
criminal charges related 
to his alleged possession 
of visual depictions of 
sexual activities by mi-
nors, as announced via a 
media release on July 18 
from the Western District 
of the United States De-
partment of Justice.

Pietro Victor Gius-
tino, 39, allegedly pos-
sessed and attempted 
to possess child sexual 
abuse material, includ-
ing depictions of minors 
engaged in sexual inter-

course, according to the 
media release. 

Giustino was one of 
BISD’s Teachers of the 
Year in 2022, and on staff 
at Belton High School 
where he taught STEM. 
According to his Linke-
dIn profile, Giustino is 
a UT-Austin alum with a 
degree in mechanical en-
gineering and has taught 
for BISD since 2011. 

Giustino made his 
initial appearance in a 
federal court in Waco on 
Friday. The FBI is inves-
tigating the case with as-
sistance from the Belton 
Police Department, and 
with cooperation from 
the Belton Independent 

School District. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Greg Gloff 
is prosecuting the case.

This case was 
brought as part of Project 
Safe Childhood, a nation-
wide initiative to combat 
the growing epidemic of 
child sexual exploitation 
and abuse launched in 
May 2006 by the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

On Thursday after-
noon, the Belton Inde-
pendent School District 
shared communication 
which was sent to parents 
from Superintendent Ma-
linda Golden.

“I want to address a 
serious matter that is im-
pacting our district. We 

were contacted today by 
the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) San 
Antonio Field Office that 
a Belton High School em-
ployee, Pietro Giustino, 
has been arrested for pos-
session of child pornog-
raphy. We are fully coop-
erating with the FBI and 
because this is an ongo-
ing federal investigation, 
we have no other infor-
mation that we can share 
with you about this case. 

“However, based on 
the nature of the limited 
information we have re-
ceived to date, we will 
be pursuing termination. 
Belton ISD will not tol-
erate any behavior that 
compromises student 
safety. We are commit-
ted to maintaining a safe 
and supportive learning 
environment for all of our 
students. We appreciate 
your understanding and 
cooperation as we work 
through this sensitive 
matter.”

If convicted, Gius-
tino faces up to 10 years 
in prison and a maximum 
$250,000 fine. 

A federal district 
court judge will deter-
mine any sentence after 
considering the U.S. Sen-
tencing Guidelines and 
other statutory factors.

U.S. Attorney Jus-
tin R. Simmons for the 
Western District of Texas 
made the announcement.
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MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech. Apply in 
person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or 603 South First in 
Temple. Pay based on experience TFN

CITATION BY PUBLICATION - CIVIL
CAUSE NO. 25DCV353823

To :THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF ROBERT 
JONES 
Greetings: 
You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a writ-
ten answer to the ORIGINAL PETITION at or before 
10 o’clock AM of the first Monday after the expiration 
of 42 days from the date of issuance of this Citation, the 
same being Monday, at or before 10 o’clock AM, before 
the Honorable 146th Judicial District Court, Bell County, 
Texas to be held at the Bell County District Courts 
Building in Belton, Texas. Said ORIGINAL PETITION 
was filed in said court on May 14, 2025. 
The file number of said suit being No. 25DCV353823. 
The names of the parties in said suit are: 
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION VS. 
AILI JONES,THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF 
ROBERT JONES DECEASED 
The nature of said suit being substantially as follows, to 
wit: 
This proceeding concerns the foreclosure of a lien on the 
following real property and improvements commonly 
known as 1318 Honey Hill Dr., Temple, TX 76502, 
and more particularly described as LOT NINE (9), IN 
BLOCK ONE (1), OF LAKE POINTE PHASE III, IN 
THE CITY OF TEMPLE, BELL COUNTY, TEXAS, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT OF RECORD IN PLAT 
YEAR 2016, NUMBER 71 A & B, PLAT RECORDS 
OF BELL COUNTY, TEXAS. 
This was issued at the request of attorney: PETER 
K. KNAPP MILLER GEORGE & SUGGS 6080 
TENNYSON PKWYSTE 100 Plano TX 75024. 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: You have been sued. You 
may employ an attorney. If you or your attorney do not 
file a written answer with the clerk who issued this cita-
tion by 10:00 AM on Monday next following the expira-
tion of forty- two days after you were served this citation 
and petition, a default judgment may be taken against 
you. In addition to filing a written answer with the clerk, 
you may be required to make initial disclosures to the 
other parties of this suit. These disclosures generally 
must be made no later than 30 days after you file your 
answer with the clerk. Find out more at Texas LawHelp.
org. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court 
at office in Belton, Texas, on June 16, 2025. 
Joanna Staton District Clerk Bell County, Texas, 1201 
Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, Texas 76513 By: M 
Cortez Deputy Clerk
07.10,07.17,07.24,07.31

CV 2 5 0 1 1 39
SUMMONS

(CITACION JUDICIAL)
Christopher McIntyre; Brian Le Fuel and Catrice Jacla as 
co-executors of the Pierre Henri 
LeFuel aka Peirre H. LeFuel aka Pierre LeFuel.  Estate 
and all persons or entities claiming any equitable 
right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the property 
described in the complaint aderse to plaintiff’s title 
thereto named herein as 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO): 
 YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE): Veena 
Menda NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may 
decide against you without your being heard unless you 
respond within 30 days. Read the information below. 
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons 
and legal papers are served on you to file a written 
response at this court and have a copy served on the 

plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you. Your 
written response must be in proper legal form if you 
want the court to hear your case. There may be a court 
form that you can use for your response. You can find 
these court forms and more information at the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the 
court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not file your 
response on time, you may lose the case by default, and 
your wages, money, and property may be taken without 
further warning from the court. 
There are other legal requirements. You may want to call 
an attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an attorney referral service. If you 
cannot afford an attorney, you may be eligible for free 
legal services from a nonprofit legal services program. 
You can locate these nonprofit groups at the California 
Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifomia.org), the 
California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtin-
fo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local court or 
county bar association. NOTE: The court has a statutory 
lien for waived fees and costs on any settlement or arbi-
tration award of $10,000 or more in a civil case. 
The court’s lien must be paid before the court will 
dismiss the case. ¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no 
responde dentro de 30 días, la corte puede decidir en 
su contra sin escuchar su versión. Lea la información a 
continuación. 
Tiene 30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO después de que le 
entreguen esta citación y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y hacer 
que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una carta 
o una llamada telefónica no lo protegen. Su respuesta 
por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal correcto 
si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es posible 
que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar para su 
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de la corte 
y más información en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca 
de leyes de su condado o en la corte que le quede más 
cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentación, pida 
al secretario de la corte que le dé un formulario de 
exención de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la 
corte le podrá quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más 
advertencia. 
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable que llame 
a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un aboga-
do, puede llamar a un servicio de remisión a abogados. 
Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es posible que cumpla 
con los requisitos para obtener servicios legales gra-
tuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de 
lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en 
el sitio web de California Legal Services, (www.lawhelp-
california.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose en 
contacto con la corte o el colegio de abogados locales. 
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar las 
cuotas y los costos exentos por imponer un gravamen 
sobre cualquier recuperación de $10,000 ó más de valor 
recibida mediante un acuerdo o una concesión de arbit-
raje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el gra-
vamen de la corte antes de que la corte pueda desechar 
el caso. 
The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y 
dirección de la corte es): 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT, 825 Fifth 
Street, Eureka, CA 95501 
CASE NUMBER (Número del Caso): CV 2 5 0 1 1 39 
The name, address, and telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney, is: (El nombre, 
la dirección y el número de teléfono del abogado del 
demandante, o del demandante que no tiene abogado, 
es): Eric V. Kirk 176903 STOKES, HAMER, KIRK & 
FIRPO LLP 381 BAYSIDE ROAD, SUITE A (707) 822-
1771 ARCATA, CALIFORNIA 95521 
DATE: (Fecha) MAY 2 9 2025 
Clerk, by (Secretario) MEARA HATTAN 
JENNIFER BH , DEPUTY
07.03,07.10,07.17,07.24 

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION – CIVIL

CAUSE NO. 25DCV353878
TO:  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF JOHN 
HOLLEY
 Greetings You are hereby commanded to appear by fil-
ing a written answer to the ORIGINAL PETITION at 

or before 10 o’clock AM of the first Monday after the 
expiration of 42 days from the date of issuance of this 
Citation, the same being Monday, at or before 10 o’clock 
AM, before the Honorable 169th Judicial District Court, 
Bell County, Texas to be held at the Bell County District 
Courts Building in Belton, Texas. Said ORIGINAL 
PETITION was filed in said court on May 16, 2025. The 
file number of said suit being No. 25DCV353878. 
The names of the parties in said suit are: FREEDOM 
MORTGAGE CORPORATION VS. WANDA LOREA 
MCDUFFIE,RHONDA GAIL JOURDEN,THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF JOHN HOLLEY, 
DECEASED The nature of said suit being substan-
tially as follows, to wit: This proceeding concerns the 
foreclosure of a lien on the following real property and 
improvements commonly known as 1907 Silver Spur, 
Belton, TX 76513, and more particularly described 
as LOT FIFTEEN A (15A), IN BLOCK ONE (1 ), 
IN REPLAT OF LOTS 10-16, BLOCK 1, DAWSON 
RANCH II, SECTION Ill, IN THE CITY OF BELTON, 
BELL COUNTY, TEXAS, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT OF RECORD IN CABINET D, SLIDE 391-D, 
PLAT RECORDS OF BELL COUNTY, TEXAS. This 
was issued at the request of attorney: PETER K. KNAPP 
MILLER GEORGE & SUGGS 6080 TENNYSON 
PKWYSTE 100 PLANO TX 75024. NOTICE TO 
DEFENDANT: You have been sued. You may employ 
an attorney. If you or your attorney do not file a written 
answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 
AM on Monday next following the expiration of forty 
two days after you were served this citation and petition, 
a default judgment may be taken against you. In addi-
tion to filing a written answer with the clerk, you may be 
required to make initial disclosures to the other parties 
of this suit. These disclosures generally must be made 
no later than 30 days after you file your answer with the 
clerk. Find out more at TexasLawHelp.org. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court 
at office in Belton, Texas, on June 26, 2025. Joanna 
Staton District Clerk Bell County, Texas, 1201 Huey 
Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton, Texas 76513 By: M. Cortez 
Deputy Clerk
07.03,07.10,07.17,07.24

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 
Administration for the Estate of JOHN DOUGLAS 
CLAY, Deceased, were issued on May 2, 2025, in Cause 
No. 24CPB00588, pending in the County Court at Law 
No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, to: CHAVONN L. CLAY. 
All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the man-
ner prescribed by law. ESTATE OF JOHN DOUGLAS 
CLAY c/o: CHAVONN L. CLAY 4303 Salishan Tacoma, 
WA 98404 
DATED May 6, 2025. 
KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State Bar No.: 24102608, 
Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, 
E-mail: karen@templelawoffice.com
07.24

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST 

THE ESTATE OF MARK EVAN SCOTT, 
DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of 
Administration were issued on July 16, 2025, in a pro-
ceeding Estate of Mark Evan Scott, Deceased, in Cause 
Number 25CPB00194. pending in the County Court at 
Law #1 of Bell County, Texas. Claims may be presented 
in care of the attorney for the Independent Administrator, 
addressed as follows: Nancy Carolyn Guffey Scott 
Independent Administrator of the Estate of Mark Evan 
Scott, Deceased.  c/o of Burk Roberts, Roberts & 
Roberts, L.L.P., 2501 East Elms Rd., Ste. A, Killeen, 
Texas 76542-3023
 All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law. 
Signed on July 16, 2025.
 Roberts &Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Nancy Carolyn 
Guffey Scott
 By: Burk Roberts
07.24

APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE WITH THE 
TEXAS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION
 for a Wine and Malt Beverage Retail Dealer’s 

LEGALS

Your home or land could be one 
of your largest investments. 

We would be honored to
 represent you in this important 

transaction. 

We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800 (254) 939-1934
doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

Double T
Construction, Inc

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
All Work Warrantied and Insured

50 Years Local Experience

Free Estimates

• Seamless Gutters • Seamless Gutters 

• Window Replacement• Window Replacement
• Custom Cabinets• Custom Cabinets

• Counter Tops• Counter Tops
• Window Screens• Window Screens

  RoofingRoofing    

EMPLOYMENT LEGALS LEGALS



LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS

On-Premise Permit & Food and Beverage Certificate by 
Village Pizza, LP DBA Village Pizza, LP to be located 
at 2710 S Clear Creek Road, Suites: 101, 102 & 103, 
Belton, Bell Co., Texas. General Partner of said LLC is 
Village Pizza, GP LLC. Manager of said LLC is James 
Januszka – Manager
07.24,07.31

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of CONSTANCE BLOWERS, a.k.a. 
CONSTANCE A. BLOWERS, a.k.a. CONSTANCE 
ANN BLOWERS, Deceased, were issued on April 23, 
2025, in Cause No. 24CPB00539, pending in the County 
Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County, Texas, to: WILLIAM 
E. BLOWERS. 
All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to pres-
ent them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. ESTATE OF CONSTANCE 
BLOWERS c/o: WILLIAM E. BLOWERS, 3713 Las 
Cienega Blvd, Temple, Texas 76502
 DATED April 23, 2025.
 KAREN M. VILLANUEVA, State Bar No.: 24102608, 
Telephone: (254) 771-1855, Facsimile: (254) 771-2082, 
E-mail: karen@templelawoffice.com
07.24

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Irene Ruppert, Deceased, were issued 
on 6-27-25 in Cause No. 25CPB00339, pending in the 
County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell County, Texas, to: 
Harold Irlbeck. 
All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. c/o: Dori Ray Mistic Attorney at Law, 
907 S. Main St., Copperas Cove, TX 76522
 DATED the l6th day of July 2025. 
Dori Ray Mistic Attorney for Harold Irlbeck, State Bar 
No.: 04091800, 907 S. Main St., Copperas Cove, TX 
76522, Telephone: (254) 547-6000, Email: doriraymis-
tic@hotmail.com
07.24

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST

THE ESTATE OF HERBERT THOMAS ABRAMS, 
III DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of 
Testamentary were issued on July 15, 2025 in a pro-
ceeding styled Estate of Herbert Thomas Abrams, III, 
Deceased, in Cause Number 25CPB00289. pending 
in the County Court at Law #1 of Bell County, Texas. 
Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
Independent Executrix, addressed as follows: Frances 
Edith Abrams Independent Executrix of the Estate of 
Herbert Thomas Abrams, III, Deceased c/o Burk Roberts, 
Roberts &Roberts, L.L.P., 2501 East Elms Rd.. Ste. A, 
Killeen, Texas 76542-3023
 All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law.
Signed on July 16, 2025. 
Roberts & Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Frances Edith 
Abrams
By: Burk Roberts
07.24

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST

 THE ESTATE OF GLADYS M. JOHNSON, 
DECEASED

NOTICE is hereby given that original Letters of 
Testamentary were issued on July 15, 2025 in a proceed-
ing styled Estate of Gladys M. Johnson, Deceased, in 
Cause Number 24CPB00631, pending in the County 
Court At Law #1 of Bell County, Texas. Claims may 

be presented in care of the attorney for the Independent 
Executrix, addressed as follows : Donna Wesley and 
Trena Johnson Independent Co-Executrixes of the Estate 
of Gladys M. Johnson. Deceased c/o Burk Roberts,  
Roberts &Roberts, L.L.P. ,2501 East Elms Rd., Ste. A, 
Killeen, Texas 76542-3023 
All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law.
Signed on July 16, 2025.
Roberts &Roberts, L.L.P., Attorneys for Donna Wesley 
and Trena Johnson 
By: Burk Roberts
 07.24

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00450

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
MARIAHLYNE BRIONES aka MARIAHLYNE 
BRIONES ROMO, Applicant, on July 15, 2025, filed 
an application to declare heirship and application for 
independent administration by agreement with issuance 
of letters of independent administration without bond in 
a proceeding styled: JOHN BRIONES, Deceased, and 
bearing the number 25CPB00450 in the County Court of 
Bell County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application after the 
expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day of publi-
cation, from the date this citation is published which 
will be July 24, 2025, in the County Court at Law #1 
Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice Complex, 1201 
Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are com-
manded to appear at or before the time set for said hear-
ing by filing a written contest or answer to said applica-
tion should they desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the office 
of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell County, Texas, PO 
Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 
The name and address of the attorney for applicant 
is: Anna D.M. White, 13625 Ronald Reagan Blvd Bldg. 
5 Ste 200, Cedar Park TX 78613 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in compliance 
with the Law, serve it by publication once in a newspa-
per of the general circulation in this, the County in which 
the decedent last resided as required by Section 202.052 
of the Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days 
before the return day hereof, exclusive of the day of pub-
lication, and the date of publication said newspaper bears 
shall be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court at 
office on July 15, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, Texas, PO 
Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX 765,13 
BY: Sophia Nieto Deputy 
07.24

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00403

ANTHONY MEYER, Applicant, on June 24, 2025, filed 
an Application to Determine Heirship in a proceeding 
styled: EMILY GRACE MEYER, Deceased, and bearing 
the number 25CPB00403 in the County Court of Bell 
County, Texas. 
The court will hear the aforesaid Application after the 
expiration of ten days, exclusive of the day of publi-
cation, from the date this citation is published which 
will be July 24, 2025, in the County Court at Law #1 
Courtroom, at the Bell County Justice Complex, 1201 
Huey Road, in Belton, Texas. 
All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are com-
manded to appear at or before the time set for said hear-
ing by filing a written contest or answer to said applica-
tion should they desire to oppose or contest it. 
Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the office 
of Shelley Coston, County Clerk, Bell County, Texas, PO 
Box 480, Belton, Texas 76513. 

The name and address of the attorney for applicant 
is: WENDI LESTER ,
312 WEST UNIVERSITY AVENUE, GEORGETOWN 
TX 78626 
The officer serving this Citation shall, in compliance 
with the Law, serve it by publication once in a newspa-
per of the general circulation in this, the County in which 
the decedent last resided as required by Section 202.052 
of the Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days 
before the return day hereof, exclusive of the day of pub-
lication, and the date of publication said newspaper bears 
shall be the day of publication. 
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court at 
office on July 15, 2025. 
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County, Texas, PO 
Box 480,1201 Huey Road, Belton, TX 76513 
By: Lillian Phillip Deputy 
07.24

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION – DIVORCE

CAUSE NO. 25DFAM352213
To: BILLY JOEL SAAVEDRA 
Greetings: 
You are hereby commanded to appear before the 478th 
Judicial District Court, Bell County, Texas to be held 
at the Bell County District Courts Building in Belton, 
Texas, by filing a written answer to the ORIGINAL 
PETITION FOR DIVORCE at or before 10:00 A.M. of 
the Monday next after the expiration of 20 days after the 
date of service hereof, a copy of which accompanies this 
citation, in cause number 25DFAM352213, styled 
In the Matter of the Marriage of VICTORIA 
ALEXANDRA CHAVEZ and BILLY JOEL 
SAAVEDRA 
filed in said court on March 05, 2025, and the nature of 
which suit is a request to Divorce: No Children. 
The Court has authority in this suit to enter any judge-
ment or decree in the child’s/children’s interest which 
will be upon you, including the termination of the parent-
child relationship, the determination of paternity and the 
appointment of a conservator with authority to consent to 
the child’s/children’s adoption. 
The Court has authority in this suit to enter any judge-
ment or decree dissolving the marriage and providing for 
the division of property which will be binding on you. 
This was issued at the request of attorney: BRETT 
PRITCHARD, 1201 S WS YOUNG DR STE C, 
KILLEEN TX 76543. 
NOTICE TO Defendant: You have been sued. You may 
employ an attorney. If you or your attorney 
do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued 
this citation by 10:00 AM on Monday next following 
the expiration of twenty days after you were served this 
citation and petition, a default judgment may be taken 
against you. In addition to filing a written answer with 
the clerk, you may be required to make initial disclo-
sures to the other parties of this suit. These disclosures 
generally must be made no later than 30 days after 
you file your answer with the clerk. Find out more at 
TexasLawHelp.org. 
Witness, Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County, 
Texas. 
Issued and given under my hand and the seal of said 
Court at office in Belton, Texas, on July 15, 2025. 
Joanna Staton District Clerk, P. O. Box 909, 1201 West 
Huey Road ,Belton, Texas 76513 
By: M Cortez Deputy
07.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Living Trust of Shantel Denise Powell gives public 
notice of withdrawal from public status and assumption 
of full private trust control. The trust also gives notice 
of $16,000,000.00 lien for commercial default against 
Belton Justice of the Peace Precinct 2, reported to the 
IRS under Forms 1099-C and 1096. 
Filed by: Shantel Denise Powell, Trustee.
07.24pd
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BIGGEST pet event in Central Texas

CADENCE BANK 
CENTER

October 11 & 12 254-231-3690

RescueMagazine@Yahoo.Com

Pet Extravaganza! 

SPACES FILLING FAST!!  

Engage with THOUSANDS OF ATTENDEES alongside special guest, Captain Dan Sparrow from the UK! CAN’T MAKE THE
EVENT??? Consider one of many SPONSORSHIPS. Whether you’re a vendor, nonprofit, performer, or food truck, this is

YOUR CHANCE to reach thousands of pet lovers, families, and shoppers in a HIGH-ENERGY, FUN-FILLED ENVIRONMENT.

Promote animal rescue

Showcase adoptable pets

Giant Trick-or-Treat for kids & pets

Sell unique pet products, home goods & more

10th Annual

APPLY TODAY!

BELTON
JOURNAL
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(254) 939-6700

*Open 7 Days a Week*
“Bring your own tools”

4497 W. Hwy. 190 • Belton

BudgetBudget

We Pay Top 
Dollar for Junk Cars!
We Can Haul it Too!

Cash$$ $$

254-231-0583

Business ShowcaseBusiness Showcase

BellCountyMuseum.Org 
201 N. Main St. Belton

Bell County Museum

Open  till Open  till 
September  13thSeptember  13th

A Sense of Place: Art 
of Billy Hassell

www.scottisitalianice.com

219 S East Street Belton, TX 76513
(Behind The Gin)

Catering & Events:
Available year-round for birthdays, Available year-round for birthdays, 

corporate events, school functions, corporate events, school functions, 
weddings, and more.weddings, and more.
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Scotti’s Italian Ice is a small, veteran-owned family 
business dedicated to serving refreshing, authentic 
Italian ice, reminiscent of what owner Ann Scotti 
enjoyed growing up on the Jersey Shore.

“I’m proud to introduce our East Coast favorite to 
the Belton community. I’m originally from the Jersey 
Shore. I grew up in Lighthouse and would visit Ralph’s, 
saying to myself, ‘I want to do that one day,’” said Ann 
Scotti. Ann and her daughter Mikayla enjoyed Italian 
ices during summer trips to New Jersey before moving 
to Texas after she and her husband served in the Army.

“Italian ice is a gourmet version of shaved ice. It has 
a soft, smooth texture, created in a special machine,” 
explained Mikayla. “The business is named after my 
dad, Dan Scotti, whose go-getter attitude inspired my 
mom.”

The product is made with all-natural ingredients, and 
the cookies and cream flavor tastes just like cookies. 
“I really enjoy seeing the kids’ reactions. They say, 
‘It’s good because the flavor is authentic, natural, and 
delicious,’” said Ann. A three-ounce cup of Italian ice 
contains only 70 calories, compared to 160 calories 
in a three-ounce cup of ice cream. The Italian ices 
are crafted using all-natural ingredients like agave, 

real fruit, and cookies. They are kosher-certified and 
lactose-free.

The Italian ice flavor options include cookie dough, 
cookies and cream, chocolate fudge, brownie, and cap-
puccino. They also offer water ice flavors such as USA 
rainbow (blue raspberry, cherry, and lemon), water-
melon, and a sugar-free lemon that tastes just as good.

In addition to Italian ice, they sell cannolis, fresh-
squeezed lemonades, and Italian sodas. “We can add 
flavors like strawberry, blue raspberry, and cherry 
to the lemonades,” Mikayla noted. The Italian sodas 
come in sixteen-ounce plastic cups and are available in 
flavors such as piña colada, mango, and blue Hawaii. 
They are low-calorie because they are made with club 
soda and topped with cream and whipped cream.

“A cannoli is a shell made from dough wrapped 
around a metal rod, filled with ricotta cheese, powdered 
sugar, chocolate chips, and orange zest,” explained 
Mikayla. “Dad always took me for cannoli and Italian 
ice in the summer. It’s very nostalgic to relive those 
summer memories. They are located at 219 S. East 
St., behind the Gin, and their hours are Friday and 
Saturday from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m.

Scotti’s Italian Ice brings the Jersey Shore to BeltonScotti’s Italian Ice brings the Jersey Shore to Belton

By Richard Lee
Special to the Journal 

The Texas Senate kicked off the first 
called session of the 89th Legislature on Mon-
day, one which will see lawmakers consider 
legislation to aid regions of the Texas Hill 
Country devastated by record flooding in early 
July. 

Governor Greg Abbott added these issues 
to the agenda of a session he called following 
his veto of SB 3, a bill that would virtually ban 
hemp-derived consumables containing THC, 
the psychoactive chemical in cannabis. Also 
on tap are new maps for the US Congress and 
a number of bills that passed the Senate but 
couldn’t find enough House support before the 
89th regular session ended on June 2nd. 

Abbott announced that he would call a 
special session to address the hemp consum-
ables industry in his veto statement to SB 3, 
issued on June 23. The Senate, led by Lt. Gov-
ernor Dan Patrick, pushed strongly for the full 
ban that ended up passing both chambers, but 
Abbott said that such a law could get tied up in 
litigation for years. 

“If I were to allow Senate Bill 3 to be-
come law, its enforcement would be enjoined 
for years, leaving existing abuses unaddressed. 
Texas cannot afford to wait,” wrote the gover-
nor in his veto statement. 

Abbott laid out a blueprint for a regula-
tory system that still permits the manufacture 
and possession of hemp consumables contain-
ing THC. This includes restrictions for those 
younger than 21, stricter guidelines for label-
ling and packaging, limits on the amount of 
THC allowed in a product, and a local option 
to ban such vendors in the community. 

Patrick met the news with dismay at a 
press conference the following day. He reiter-
ated his disagreement in social media posts on 
Monday. 

“Regulating THC for 21+ in TX is a 
backdoor way to legalize recreational mari-
juana,” he wrote. “Law enforcement is against 
regulation and supports a full ban.” 

That debate looked to dominate the up-
coming session until record flooding hit the 
state on July 4, killing nearly 150 Texans. 
The issue now tops the official proclamation 
setting the agenda for the called session, and 
includes bills to address disaster preparation, 
warning, intra-agency communication, direct 
financial relief, and ways to improve the speed 
at which affected communities receive that 
relief. 

The House and Senate have each created 
a select committee to consider the issue and 
scheduled a joint meeting on the state response 
to the disaster for Wednesday at the Capitol. 

Lawmakers have also slated a trip to Ker-
rville next week so that local residents affected 
by the floods can testify in front of the panel. 

Abbott’s agenda also calls for the re-
drawing of some state congressional districts 
following a memo from the Department of 
Justice, which claims that four districts are un-
constitutional. Similar efforts in 2003 led to a 
Democratic walkout during regular and called 
sessions on the issue. Ultimately, those maps 
passed the legislature and were upheld – save 
for one district - by the courts in 2006. 

“The Governor placed this on the call, 
and we have a constitutional duty to show up 
for work and do our job,” said Weatherford 
Senator Phil King, who is set to chair the com-
mittee that will consider new maps. He said he 
plans to open hearings Friday. 

The rest of the agenda contains a num-
ber of priority bills that passed the Senate but 
failed to get across the finish line in the House. 
This includes a ban on abortion pills shipped 
into Texas, a ban on the use of public funds by 
cities and counties to lobby the legislature, and 
a bill that would require that individuals use 
bathrooms, dressing rooms, and other gender-
segregated spaces based on the sex listed on 
their birth certificate. Should the legislature 
not pass one or more of these bills before the 
30-day session expires, the Governor can call 
lawmakers back to Austin to take them up 
again as many times as he likes. 

Senate opens special session on 
flood relief, THC ban, 

new congressional maps
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How to get students excited about a new school year
A new school year presents a wealth of 

opportunities for students. At the dawn of a 
new school year, students have a chance to 
further their academic careers, student-ath-
letes may be given a shot at making a team 
or moving up to varsity, and extracurriculars 
provide a chance for personal growth outside 
the classroom.

Despite all that a new school year rep-
resents, students may need a little extra mo-
tivation to get excited about going back to 
campus once summer winds down. A relaxing 
and largely obligation-free summer vacation 
can be tough to give up, as can mornings with-
out alarm clocks. Parents recognize that kids 
might not be enthusiastic about the return of 
early mornings and sessions in the classroom. 
In such instances, parents can try the follow-
ing strategies to get kids excited about a new 
school year.

• Make the fi rst day special. First days 
can be challenging regardless of a person’s 
age. Professionals with years of experience in 
their fi eld still feel fi rst-day jitters when they 
begin a new job, so youngsters can be ex-
cused if what seems like a lack of excitement 
is really just nervousness about a new school 
year. Parents can calm those nerves by doing 

something to make the fi rst day special. Skip 
the standard cereal and prepare a homecooked 
breakfast or let kids buy lunch at the school 
cafeteria instead of packing a PB&J in their 
lunchbox. A little something special on the 
fi rst day can go a long way toward getting kids 
excited about going back to school.

• Emphasize new subjects. As children 
advance through school, they’re typically 

exposed to more engaging subjects or chal-
lenged in ways that helps them build on previ-
ous years’ work. Emphasizing new subjects or 
opportunities can increase kids’ excitement to 
get back in the school year swing of things. If a 
youngster likes playing an instrument, empha-
size how the new school year is an opportuni-
ty to get better, play alongside other students 
and take a talent to new heights. If students are 

old enough to take subjects they’ve long been 
interested in, such as a foreign language, make 
a point to emphasize how that opportunity has 
fi nally arrived.

• Create a school calendar. Schools typ-
ically make their yearly schedules available 
prior to the fi rst day of school. Parents can 
peruse those schedules alongside their chil-
dren and make a calendar noting special days. 
Mark down fi eld trips, special events involv-
ing parents and students, school performanc-
es where kids get to act or sing on stage, and 
other notable moments during the school year. 
Kids are bound to grow more excited about a 
new year when they see a year’s worth of fun 
events marked down on a calendar.

• Host a late summer get-together with 
friends. A late-summer pool party or play date 
with various friends can remind youngsters 
that they’re about to see their friends every 
day. That might be enough to make young 
students jump out of bed on the fi rst day of 
school.

Students might be less than excited about 
the end of summer vacation and the dawn of 
a new school year. But there’s much parents 
can do to get kids excited about going back 
to school.

Brown’s House Leveling 
& Foundation Repair

Free Estimates
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Belton Owned

Custom Draperies • Fabrics • Blinds • Shutters
In-Home Service

We design & fabricate in our own workroom.

Custom Draperies
by Lydia

1305 N. Main • Belton 939-1070 Est. 1972

CALL FOR
PRICING!
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