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Belton holds successful
4th of July Celebration
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The annual patriotic program is held on the grounds of the Bell County Courthouse as part of the City’s 4th

of July festivities.

Special to the Journal

The Belton community celebrated another success-
ful 4th of July Celebration despite rainy weather condi-
tions. “We can’t control the weather, but we didn’t let
the weather control us,” stated Randy Pittenger, Presi-
dent/CEO of the Belton area Chamber of Commerce.
“All of our events were held on schedule and were well
attended, fun, and successful.”

“We are especially proud to provide so many fam-
ily-friendly activities and entertainment where Belton
citizens and visitors can enjoy the events and learn more
about our community, added Pittenger.

The Kick-Off Downtown Street Party on June 28
had a record crowd in attendance, with thousands of
people enjoying live music and vendors, as well as many
special activities for children. A new highlight this year
was the Little Miss and Mr. Belton 4th of July contest,

with some adorable children given the honor of riding in
the parade, among other prizes.

While rain limited attendance at the Carnival in
Liberty Park, people didn’t hesitate coming out Friday
for the annual Patriotic Program, Parade and Festival
on Nolan Creek in Liberty Park. Big crowds came out
early and lined the streets to watch the parade. Many
commented that they were happy to have much cooler
weather than usual for the 4th of July, despite brief rain
showers.

Soldiers from the 36th Engineer Brigade deployed a
bridge across Nolan Creek to allow thousands of parade
spectators to cross over to the Festival on Nolan Creek
in Liberty Park to visit food trucks, vendors, games,
pony rides, and exotic animals at the petting zoo. In
addition to the annual REV, White & Blue Car Show,

See SUCCESSFUL,
Page A2
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The Charter Oak in Bell County is where the first
elections were held in the area.

Residents brave
weather for parade,
patriotic program

By David Tuma
The Belton Journal

Bell County residents were out in force, brav-
ing the rain as tens of thousands of folks lined up
Main Street to watch the Belton July 4th Parade.
There were over 200 parade entries.

Before each parade, there is a Patriotic Program
with speakers at the Bell County Courthouse steps.

“Welcome to Belton. Everybody who has com-
plained about the heat in years past, this day is for
you. We had volunteers out working this morning
before the sun came up,” said Randy Pittenger,
President of the Belton Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

The Grand Marshal of this year’s parade was
Bell County Judge David Blackburn.

“It is an honor to be here. We have a Charter
Oak Tree North of the Leon River. The first year

See BRAVE,
Page A4

Belton 4th of July Parade Award Winners Announced

Special to the journal

The Belton Area Chamber of Com-

we enjoyed the cooler weather, and it was a
great day to celebrate in Belton with a very
successful parade!”

merce announced the award winners for
the 4th of July Parade. The theme was
“Celebrating 175 Years of Bell County”
and there were 195 entries registered for
the parade, ranging from individuals to
large groups, elected officials, floats, musi-
cal groups, businesses, and non-profit orga-
nizations and groups. Not all entries were
eligible or chose to be judged, but it was
a difficult decision for the judges to select
the best of the best.

“We were pleased with the quality and
diversity of the parade entries this year
and appreciate the way our community
celebrated our theme of Celebrating 175
Years of Bell County,” stated Randy Pit-

tenger, President/CEO of the Belton Area

Even with the rainy weather, thou-
sands of people lined the parade route
along Main Street and Central Avenue,
cheering for their favorite parade entries
as they rolled by. Spectators began saving
their favorite place on the parade route up
to a week in advance, with many already in
their seats before daylight on Friday. Many
families and friend groups have been in the
same location for generations, watching
the parade from their special vantage point.

Astound Broadband was the Parade
awards sponsor again this year.

“We are proud to once again sponsor
the parade awards and were impressed with
both the number and quality of entries,”
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Flood claims life of former Lakewood Elementary teacher

By David Stone
The Belton Journal

Country music star and Waco native
Pat Green shared on social media this
week that he and his family have suffered
“a heartbreaking and deeply personal
loss” for the Hill Country floods over the
Fourth of July holiday weekend.

Green said he lost his brother, sister-
in-law and two nephews in the floods.

His sister-in-law, Julia Anderson
Burgess, was a former teacher at Lake-
way Elementary School in Belton.

Green said that he and his family
are “grieving alongside countless Texans
whose lives have been upended by this

Pal'ade - From Page Al

tragedy.”

“Over the weekend, during the dev-
astating flooding that hit Central Texas,
my family — like so many others — suf-
fered a heartbreaking and deeply personal
loss,” Green wrote in an Instagram post
July 8.

The floods, spurred by a rapid rise in
water levels in Central Texas’ Guadalupe
River, represent the worst disaster of this
kind in years. On Wednesday, June 9, the
death count rose to 109.

Green’s wife, Kori, also spoke of the
tragedy on social media.

“We are so thankful for the outpour-
ing of love and concern, Kori wrote in an-
other Instagram post. “Pat’s little brother

John, his wife, Julia, and two of their
children were swept away in the Kerrville
flood. We are heartbroken.”

The flooding came in the early morn-
ing hours of July 4, with rainfall causing
the river to surge over 26 feet in less than
an hour, according to Texas Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick.

As first responders and volunteers
continued to scour the region, rescuing
people clinging to trees using helicopters,
the death toll has steadily risen.

“Right now, we kindly ask for priva-
cy and space as we mourn, support each
other and begin to process what comes
next for our family,” Pat Green wrote.
“Thank you for your love, prayers and

compassion.”

Randy Pittenger, president of the Bel-
ton Area Chamber of Commerce, posted
about the loss on social media.

“We are saddened by the heartbreak-
ing news of the unimaginable and tragic
loss of Julia Anderson Burgess and John
Burgess. Julia was a valued teacher on
LaGay’s 5th grade team at Lakewood El-
ementary and was a treasured friend and
colleague. They were an important part of
our Belton community before their move
to Liberty. May we honor their memory
by remembering the impact they had
on so many of us. Our prayers continue
for their precious children, family, and
friends.”

stated Lori Salisbury, Community Rela-
tions Manager for Astound. “Thank you to
the Chamber and all the volunteers; what a
fantastic job putting this event together. It
was a perfect way to kick off Independence
Day.”

Awards were presented in the follow-
ing categories:

Chairman’s Choice: CGI, with an im-
pressive and creative animated float.

Best of Show (For Profit Business):
FSR Roofing, with an impressive patriotic
float.

Best of Show (Non-Profit Organiza-
tion): Lone Star Santas, with a fun col-
lection of Santas combining the spirit of
Christmas with the 4th of July.

Best Use of Theme (For Profit Busi-
ness): Belltec Industries.

Best Use of Theme (Non-Profit Orga-
nization): Belton Police Foundation.

Most Patriotic (For Profit Business):
ROAM Roof & Solar.

Most Patriotic (Non-Profit Organiza-
tion): SPJST.

Most Original: Claude Allen Special-
ized House Leveling Foundation Repair &
Concrete, with a vintage stagecoach.

Best Youth Organization: Belton High
School Student Council.

Best Equestrian Unit: Cen-Tex Saddle

Club.

Best Walking or Marching Group: The
Belton High School Marching 100.

Best Vehicle: Outlaw Jeeps of Central
Texas.

“Our parade committee, volunteers,
and City of Belton staff did a great job of
planning and coordinating a massive logis-
tics challenge to provide such a safe and
enjoyable parade for participants and spec-
tators alike,” added Pittenger. “We appre-
ciate KWTX Channel 10 doing an excel-
lent job of live broadcasting the parade for
those unable to attend in person, and then
replaying it later in the day so participants
could watch it too.”

Parade sponsors were KWTX Chan-
nel 10, CGI, ProStar Rental, Cefco, H-E-B
Helping Here, Astound Broadband, Vista
Real Estate, Cory Herring Homes, A+
Roofing, Atmos Energy, Baylor Scott &
White, Belton Christian Youth Center, Ed-
ward Jones, Oncor Electric Delivery, Pine
Gate Renewables, Temple College, Temple
Technology Services, University of Mary
Hardin-Baylor, and the City of Belton.

For more information about the Bel-
ton Area Chamber of Commerce, visit the
website at www.BeltonChamber.com, call
254-939-3551, or email info@beltoncham-
ber.com.
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everyone was able to enjoy the Fort Hood 1st
Cavalry Band, performing on the Liberty Park
Pavilion stage.

Friday night ended with a capacity crowd
at the Backyard Party at Schoepf’s concert by
recording star Randall King, with local favor-
ites Wolf Mahler and Jared Johnson providing
the opening entertainment. The biggest cheers
of the night were for the spectacular fireworks
show lighting up the Belton sky for over 30
minutes.

“We are so very thankful for Ronnie
and Staci Schoepf providing their venue for
this wonderful annual event, where our en-
tire community can gather in the surrounding
neighborhoods to see an awesome fireworks
show,” added Pittenger. “We are also thankful
for our sponsors: Gunter Financial Services,
Don Ringler Automotive, John R. Holmes Fi-

nancial Advisor and Tito’s Handmade Vodka,
who help make it possible for us to provide
this to our community.”

The three-day Belton 4th of July Rodeo
was also well attended at the air-conditioned
Cadence Bank Center, with those in atten-
dance enjoying impressive performances by
the cowboys, cowgirls, Mutton Busters, and
livestock. Several dozen children participated
in the KPA Engineers Stick Horse Stampede
on Family Night Saturday, riding their trusted
stick ponies, unicorns, and other assorted crea-
tures on the arena floor.

“We couldn’t do all these events without
our army of community volunteers, sponsors,
and City of Belton partners working hard for
months to plan and coordinate all the details.
The weather provided some additional chal-
lenges but our teams adapted quickly,” added

Pittenger.

“Special thanks to our Chamber staff:
Dawn Orange, Katherine Mutchler, and Lexy
Sarinana for their dedication and service to
our community to make everything work well,
and to our Rodeo Director Keith Smith and his
committee for another great experience at the
101st Belton 4th of July Rodeo.”

Lead sponsors for the Belton 4th of July
Celebration include CGI, Pro Star Rental,
KWTX Channel 10, Cefco, H-E-B Helping
Here, Keg One O’Neal, Mac Haik Auto Group,
Astound Broadband, Vista Real Estate, Cory
Herring Homes, and The Carlson Law Firm.

For more information about the Belton
Area Chamber of Commerce, visit the website
at www.BeltonChamber.com, call 254-939-
3551, or email info@beltonchamber.com.
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* You understand that submissions may or may not
appear in the Belton Journal and its related forms of
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* By contributing a submission, you are granting to
the Belton Journal unrestricted, non-exclusive right to
use it now and in the future. This includes modifying
the original submission to fit print requirements.

* Submissions used become a permanent part of the
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appearance on the Belton Journal Web site, submis-
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you have read and understood this policy and agree to
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exceed more than 350 words. Contact us at (254)
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Farris

Howard “Carl” Ferris
May 7, 1937 — June 30, 2025

Howard “Carl” Ferris of Belton passed away peacefully on
June 30, 2025, after 88 trips around the sun. He is survived by
two children in Central Texas, five grandchildren, and three
great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his parents and
brother.

Born and raised in Manitoba, Carl was a civil engineer by
trade, working in Ontario, Oregon, and Texas, designing
and managing construction of bridges, dams, roads, and
water networks. He loved his family, his garden, and he was
especially fond of all the dogs in his life, particularly Scout and
Mandy. He loved the water, and was most happy when he was
fishing, swimming, motorboating, skiing, crabbing, kayaking,
or just walking the dogs at Belton Lake. He was a great
swimmer, even into his twilight years, and as a teenager saved
his father from drowning. Other hobbies in his retirement
included cursing politicians when watching TV and making
sure utility companies didn’t sneak in any superfluous fees. He
was known for his sense of humor.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Carl’s memory
to the ASPCA or the Salvation Army.

Memorial service will be held at Hewett-Arney Funeral Home
on Saturday, July 12, 2025, at 11 o’clock a.m.

Hewett-Arney Funeral Home of Temple is entrusted with
these arrangements.

Boulette

Thomas Clinton Boulette
Jan7,1971 - Jul 1, 2025

Thomas Clinton Boulette, affectionately known as Clint,
passed away on Tuesday, July 1, 2025, in his hometown of
Temple, Texas. Though he is no longer with us, his warmth,
generosity, and enduring spirit live on in the hearts of all who
knew and loved him.

Born in Temple on January 7, 1971, Clint was a proud
graduate of Temple High School’s Class of 1989. During his
high school years, he not only excelled academically but also
made his mark as a four-year varsity soccer player, forming
lifelong friendships and building cherished memories on and
off the field.

Clint dedicated his professional life to retail management,
working with numerous companies across the Temple
area. Known for his compassionate leadership and friendly
demeanor, he earned the admiration and respect of colleagues
and customers alike. It’s often said that Clint never met a
stranger—and he never made an enemy.

In December 2023, Clint experienced one of life’s greatest
joys when he married his high school sweetheart, Renee
Marie (Morales) Boulette. Their love story, rekindled and
celebrated decades after it began, was a testament to lasting
devotion. Clint’s proudest role, however, was being a bather
to his beloved children, Christopher Clinton Boulette and
Brittany Boulette. The bond he shared with them was deep
and unwavering, filled with laughter, guidance, and love.
Becoming a grandfather brought Clint even more joy—his
grandchildren, Harley Melancon and Acelyn Shong, were his
pride and delight, and the family eagerly anticipates the arrival
of another grandchild in December.

A man of many passions, Clint was an avid pool player
and a proud 16-year member of the American Poolplayers
Association (APA). He could often be found on Monday
and Thursday nights at Dooley’s Pool Hall and Pro Shop,
demonstrating both skill and sportsmanship in 8-ball and
9-ball matches. Off the table, Clint’s generous spirit shone
through in the simplest of ways—he loved baking and was
known for sharing homemade muffins, cookies, and pies with
friends, neighbors, and coworkers.

Clint’s kindness extended far beyond his immediate family.
His capacity to love, to give, and to uplift others made him a
source of light to all who crossed his path. He leaves behind a
profound legacy of compassion, loyalty, and joy.

He is deeply missed by his loving wife, Renee; his children,
Christopher and Brittany; his grandchildren, Harley and
Acelyn; his parents, Ernest Peter Boulette and Linda Carol
(Burtchell) Boulette; and his siblings, Robert Boulette,
Stephanie Boulette, and Robin Boulette Barron.

A visitation will be held on Friday, July 11, 2025, from 5 p.m.

to 8 p.m. at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement
Center in Temple, TX, with a Rosary to be prayed at 6 p.m.
A Mass of Christian Burial will follow on Saturday, July 12,
2025, at 11 a.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Temple.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests memorial
donations be made to Limbs of Life, an organization that
provides prosthetics to those in need—an initiative close to
Clint’s heart.

The family extends a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Gonzalez, Dr.
Morain, Dr. Lynch, and Dr. Chuwu for their compassionate
care and oversight throughout Clint’s health journey.

As we say goodbye to Clint, we hold tightly to the love he
gave, the laughter he shared, and the legacy he leaves behind.
His life was a gift, and his memory will forever be a blessing.

Guinn

Charlene Marie Guinn
January 26, 1967 — June 14, 2025

Charlene Marie Guinn, born on January 26, 1967, in Kenner,
Louisiana, departed this world on June 14, 2025, in Temple,
Texas. She was a vibrant soul known for her infectious laugh
and a sense of humor that could brighten the darkest days.
Charlene’s spirit shone brightly in all she did, wrapping those
around her in warmth and joy.

Celebrated for her wit and charm, Charlene was more than
just a loving wife and devoted mother; she was a friend to all
who knew her. Her marriage to her beloved husband, Osborn
Guinn, began on February 2, 2012, and together they shared
13 beautiful years filled with laughter, love, and adventures.
The bond they formed was a testament to the strength of their
love, a partnership that blossomed with every passing day.
Charlene found happiness in life’s simple pleasures. Whether
she was nature walking, hiking the mountain trails, or tending
to her garden, she poured her heart into everything she loved.
Her passion for gardening, in particular, allowed her to
express herself through the beauty of flowers. Growing and
arranging them became one of her proudest accomplishments,
a reflection of her nurturing spirit and creativity.

In addition to her love for nature, Charlene had a special
affection for animals, particularly puppies. She found joy in
their playful antics, taking delight in moments spent playing
with them. Her home was a canvas for her artistic flair, as she
poured her creativity into decorating, transforming spaces with
her unique vision and vibrant energy.

Cherished by her family, Charlene leaves behind her husband,
Osborn Guinn, her son, Soloman Smith, and her brother,
Chester Douglas “Buddy” Berry. Their lives are forever
enriched by the love and laughter she so generously shared.
‘While they mourn her absence, they also celebrate the indelible
mark she left on their hearts.

Arrangements are under the direction of Sabrina Young with
Young’s Daughters Funeral Home.

Marek

Wanona Leona Goldman Marek
May 29, 1937 — July 5, 2025

Wanona Leona Goldman Marek, a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother, and friend, passed away peacefully on Saturday,
July 5, 2025, in Temple, Texas, surrounded by her devoted
husband and loving family. Born on May 29, 1937, in Temple,
Texas, Wanona was a radiant presence whose life touched
many.

Throughout her life, Wanona wore many hats, excelling as
a handyman, a skilled restaurant cake baker, and a dedicated
homemaker. Her creativity and determination were evident in
the thriving garden she nurtured, the delicious baked goods
she prepared, and the intricate crochet projects she completed.
‘Wanona was particularly known for her freshly made kolaches
and could often be found tending to her greenhouse or crafting
new items. She enjoyed watching judge shows, gaming
shows, and channels dedicated to cooking and farming. She
loved playing 42 dominoes and taking casino trips.

Wanona attended school at Thompson Community School
and graduated from Rosebud High School in 1956. Her
educational experiences provided her with a strong foundation
that she would build upon throughout her life. A true family
person at heart, Wanona devoted herself to her loved ones,
often recalling the moment she met the love of her life at a
picnic in Marak. This meeting led to their marriage and the
blessing of two daughters, Ruth Ann and Diane. Their journey

took them from Leedale to Dallas for work for about ten years,
and eventually back to Rogers, where they lovingly built a
home and cultivated their family farm together.

She is survived by her devoted husband of 69 years, Alvin
Marek; her daughter, Ruth Ann Cox and her husband, Creed
Eddie Cox; granddaughter, Rebecca Lyn Cox; grandson, James
Robert Spohn and his wife Christie Spohn; granddaughter,
Jennifer Spohn; and grandson, Jason Spohn.

Wanona is preceded in death by her father, Paul Goldman; her
mother, Leona Pfeiffer Goldman; her infant brother, Lloyd
Ray Goldman; her daughter, Diane Elizabeth Spohn; and her
son-in-law, Don Spohn. As her family and friends reflect on
her life, they remember her for not only her strong personality
but for her unwavering love and commitment to those she held
dear.

Visitation will be held from 1-2 p.m. Thursday, July 10, 2025,
at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center
in Temple, Texas, Celebration of Life will begin at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers please consider making a memorial donation
to the Ronald McDonald house of Temple.

Arrangements are under the direction of Sabrina Young at
Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center in
Temple.

First Presbyterian Church
2500 Church Street
Belton, TX 76513
Worship Service at 11am
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www.fpcbelton.org

All Are Welcome in Person or on Zoom!

Rev. Kathy Vineyard, Pastor

(254) 778-3200

Please don’t
text & drive!

Phones answered 24/7

Hewett Arney Funeral Home

Serving families in our historic building since 1942

Did you Know...

Belton was first known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851,
Nolanville was incorporated and the town name was changed
to Belton. Fact from Texas State Historical Association.

100% Family Owned ~ Divect Cremation  Complete Funeral

$1600

Complete
Includes Crematory fee

$5510

Includes 20ga
Steel Casket

14 W. Barton Ave. » Temple « www. HewettArney.com

Call and ask for pricing. By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone.
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Dynamic duo shares their passion for health with the community
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Dr. Jason Raesz and his wife, Danielle, share their passion for health with the

community.

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

A local couple, Dr. Jason Raesz and
his wife, Danielle Raesz, provide alterna-
tive health options in the Bell County area
with their companies.

Dr. Raesz co-owns Advanced Chi-

ropractic with business partner Dr. Jeff
Schels, D.C.

Danielle Raesz owns Live Unpara-
lyzed. Dr. Raesz has been a chiropractor
for 20 years and Danielle Raesz has been
in the health fitness industry for over 10
years. They are very active in the commu-
nity.

Ruby Tea Room holds three-
course “LiberTEA” celebration

Courtesy photo
Co-owners of Ruby Team Room
Executive Chef Sara Nevarez and her
business partner Kristie Whites held a
Fourth of July LiberTEA celebration.

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Ruby Tea Room recently moved
into Arusha’s located at 126 N. East St.
They offer tea party experiences from
birthdays to bridal showers to holiday
celebrations. Ruby Tea Room is co-
owned by Executive Chef Sara Nevarez
and her business partner Kristie Whites.
The two met in college in Waco and
were roommates.

“Chef Sara Nevarez curates the
menu based on what anyone wants like
scones, cake, and custom cakes. At our
ribbon cutting, her scones were a big
hit,” said Whites, a native Beltonian.
“We are Ruby Tea Room, a hidden gem
in Belton. For us, tea is a unifier. We are
tea,” said Whites.

They are tea sommelier certified.
Their signature fruit tea is their Ruby
Red Berry. It’s caffeine free and infused
with hibiscus and rosehips balanced
with strawberries, black currants, and
raspberries.

Their signature herbal tea is their
Bluebonnet Magic. It’s caffeine free
and infused with a butterfly pea blos-
som base with notes of lavender that
turns violet when lemon juice is added
to it.

They are booked out through Au-
gust with bridal showers, birthday par-
ties, and events.

“We are not only at Arusha’s but
are mobile from Dallas to Houston. We
offer a business tea series. We have tea
blending classes, etiquette, and a bit of
history, for example, to drink your tea
with your pinky up is American, not
done in Europe,” said Whites.

Their website rubytearoom.com
launched the day of their ribbon cutting.

“Our mission is to put the tea in
‘communi-tea.” We believe everyone
is so digitally connected they are so-
cially disconnected. Our why is simple,
bringing ‘communi-tea’, together,” said
Whites.

They’ve held events for every ma-
jor holiday this year like Mother’s Day,
Father’s Day, and Fourth of July. For
their Fourth of July LiberTEA celebra-
tion, they sourced colonial teas that
were thrown into the Boston Harbor.

Ryan Nevarez, Sara Nevarez’s hus-
band very enthusiastically helped serve
tea. Tea was served in fine China tea-
cups. Timers were given so you could
decide how strong the tea tasted. Steep
for three minutes for light, four min-
utes for medium, and five minutes for a
strong tea flavor.

“I loved the pop rock candy scone,
drinking tea, and visiting,” said Darcel
Grounds. She attended the event with
friends.

Their afternoon tea service includ-
ed a choice of their signature tea and
a three-course tea service served on a
three-tier cake stand with cucumber dill,
and turkey, Swiss cheese, and blueberry
jam sandwiches on the bottom tier; fire-
work scones were topped with pop rock
candy and served on the middle tier; and
blueberry cream tart, coconut crisp, and
red velvet cake at the top tier.

“We do this around the area. This
is our fifth or sixth tea party. I brought
my mom here today for her birthday.
We go to Austin and Killeen. This is my
first time here. I heard about it on Face-
book,” said Leah Albino.

Red, white, and blue colored pop-
corn from Popcorn Friday was also
served with the red popcorn having a
red-hot flavor, the white popcorn hav-
ing a vanilla flavor, and the blue pop-
corn having a blueberry flavor.

Ruby Tea Room’s tea is in its purest
form, USDA certified organic, kosher,
free of artificial flavors, harsh chemi-
cals, and GMOs. Teas, tea accessories,
tea boxes, and events can be purchased
and booked online at their website.

“Honestly, they are the kindest people
I know. The clinic was also one of the plac-
es that was destroyed last year during the
tornado and has come back even stronger,”
said friend Glennis Lamm.

They both take a holistic approach and
give their patients the ability to take back
their health.

“They have affordable options that
really take the whole person into con-
sideration. I’ve been noticing lately how
much of an impact that they have in the
community, and they deserve to be high-
lighted and get some praise for the things
they do without expecting anything back,”
said Lamm.

Danielle Raesz is a personal trainer
studying online to become a NASM certi-
fied nutrition coach. She currently trains at
home where her garage was turned into a
gym. She also volunteers and coaches soc-
cer. She used to be a competitive American
Ninja Warrior before an injury.

“We don’t believe in the traditional
healthcare model where the solution is
to prescribe a pill. At our clinic, when a
patient comes in, we try to find out their
health goals, for example, travel, pain,
play with grandchildren, and lose weight.
Health is optimal functioning of the body
physically, mentally, spiritually, and so-
cially. We don’t just treat” their symp-
toms,” said Dr. Raesz.

Typically, people go to a doctor and
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take pills to treat a symptom that masks
symptoms but does not cure the problem.
They try to find out the cause. Patients typ-
ically go into the office for spinal care, but
they get more than just spinal care. They
get a holistic and nutritional approach.

Danielle Raesz typically recommends
a food journal to see what they are eating
and a plan for proper nutrition.

“There’s a lot of chiropractors out
there. If someone comes in with a head-
ache, Danielle and Dr. Schels help to ac-
complish bigger goals. Danielle is big on
the education side for common things like
type 2 diabetes and high blood pressure.
When patients are told not to do something
they explain why to give patients’ under-
standing,” said Dr. Raesz.

Advanced Chiropractic is located at
7348 W. Adams, Ste. 700 in Temple across
from Fuzzy’s Tacos. They are open Mon-
day through Thursday. Their website is
templechiropractor.com.

Danielle sometimes does consults at
home and her schedule is based on clients’
needs. She is very flexible. Her website is
liveunparalyzed.com.

“We both value health. Our core value
is to be as healthy as we can and share our
knowledge and constantly learn and grow.
We are passionate about taking informa-
tion to the community. We coach our two
daughters to have a good work ethic, grow,
and get better,” said Danielle.

after the colonies declared independence,
the Declaration of Independence was read
across the colonies. The freedom we cel-
ebrate today is not free. God Bless the
United States of America,” said Black-
burn.

The spot chosen for the first election
in Bell County was beneath a magnificent
live oak. It was located about 50 yards
east of the log cabin home of William F.
Hill and about 200 yards south of where
the Old Military Road crossed the Leon
River. Although Hill’s was the only house
near the crossing, the site was centrally
located and most convenient to the few
voters in the county.

On that historic day in April or May
1850, three men were appointed judges,
and each of the 30 or 40 men present oral-
ly voted for five special commissioners.
These commissioners were given the spe-
cific task of organizing the new county,
a task which included surveying it, locat-

ing a county seat, laying off the townsite,
selling the lots at auction, and erecting
public buildings.

“Freedom is something we don’t in-
herit; it is something we earn every day.
We don’t see political lines in Belton.
That is unique. You have neighbors who
love you here,” said Belton Mayor David
K. Leigh.

“I am honored to be here today. The
good Lord puts you where you are sup-
posed to be. The people of Belton and the
surrounding areas support our soldiers.
Today speaks volumes about this com-
munity. Soldiers knowing that their fami-
lies will be supported is important. We
are better soldiers because of the support
we receive. Freedom is something that
should be supported. July 4th isn’t just
about fireworks and parades. It is about
sacrifice,” said Col. LaHavie Brunson,
13th Armored Corps Command.
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the hotel, so my first
thought was that the hotel
was on fire,” she said.

in the house screamed for
them to come up, and they
let down some sheets.

receive occasional texts
from their daughter.
“One text said: ‘They

“We walked outside
and the flood water was
up to the bottom-floor
doors,” Riata said. “It
was insane — it just came
out of nowhere.”

Like many of the ho-
tel guests, Riata ran to her
car but was stuck in un-
moving traffic as the wa-
ter lapped at her car door.

“We were just sitting
in the car and you start
seeing the water rising.
We were at a standstill.
There was nowhere for us
to go.”

Riata joined other
hotel guests and fled from
the car.

“We started walking
down the street, and as we
were walking, the water
rose higher and higher,”
she said.

She said her group
was passing a two-story
house where people on
the top floor were using
flashlights to peer into
the fast-moving waters
below.

Riata said the people

“They let down the
sheets and we started
climbing up,” she said.
“I was probably in chest-
deep water for 20 minutes
before I got pulled up,
then I started helping get
others up the sheets.”

Riata said cell service
was almost non-existent.
She sent a text to her
Mom and Dad, but they
didn’t get the message
until about 8 a.m.

“We were busy get-
ting ready for the Fourth
of July parade, and we
hadn’t really heard much
about the flooding in the
Hill Country,” said Ron-
nie Schoepf, Riata’s fa-
ther. “We were actually
going to be in the parade.

“We didn’t know
the extent of the tragedy
when we got her text,” he
said. “I kept thinking: ‘Is
this real? Is this happen-
ing? We kept trying to get
hold of her and the people
she was with.”

Ronnie Schoepf said
he and his wife would

are going to rescue us
soon — they are getting
the elderly people out
first,”” he said. “I drove
to the other side of Mar-
ble Falls and my wife got
another text saying they
weren’t going to get them
out tonight. I couldn’t get
in the flooded area, so I
turned around and went
back to Belton.”

Schoepf’s BBQ, the
family  business, was
hosting a Fourth of July
concert and fireworks that
night. Another text from
Riata, this one saying that
the Army had showed up
and they were “taking us
out tonight.”

She was taken to
Austin, and later in the
weekend she was able to
go get her car and return
to Belton.

“We are super glad
she is safe, and we con-
tinue to pray for those
families who have losses
and are recovering from
devastation,” Ronnie
said.
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CAC announces 2025 concert lineups

The Cultural Activities Center in Temple has announced lineups for its two
premier music series, and visiting bands will include Los Lonely Boys, Asleep at

the Wheel and the wildly popular Shinyribs. 2025 will usher in new music in both
the Texas Music Series and the Central Texas Orchestral Society’s Classical Music
Series. Some old friends will be making return engagements in Temple, and many
new performers also will be playing the CAC stage. For more information, please
visit https://www.cacarts.org/events. Be on the lookout for the full 2025 Texas Music
Series lineup in next weeks edition of the newspaper.

Here's a look at the 2025 Texas Music Series:
RUTHIE FOSTER JAZZ BAND — July 12
With five Grammy nominations to her name, Ruthie Foster stands as a testament to the
power of authenticity and resilience in music. Her soulful melodies, heartfelt lyrics and
an unwavering commitment to her art inspire audiences and fellow musicians as she
continues to carve a path uniquely her own.

AN CLIBURN FINALIST CLAYTON STEPHENSON — Oct. 18
American pianist Clayton Stephenson’s love for music is immediately apparent in his joy-
ous charisma onstage, expressive power and natural ease at the instrument.

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Nov. 8
Founded in 1970, Asleep at the Wheel has been part of the American roots music land-
scape for more than 50 years.

SHINYRIBS - Dec. 6

Shinyribs, a regular visitor to the CAC, defies genres as a melting pot of Texas blues,
New Orleans funk, horn-driven Memphis soul, country twang, border music, big band
swing and roots-rock. The 2025 CTOS Classic Music Series includes four big shows.

Master Gardeners - July 11

Troy Chamber of Commerce Lunch and Learn, Community Center in Troy Texas.
12 Noon to 1 pm. Texas “Weeds’, Yep y’all can eat them. This informative session
will teach attendees how to identify common Texas “weeds” that are not only safe
to eat—but actually delicious and nutritious. Learn simple harvesting tips, culinary
uses, and safety precautions when foraging in your own yard. Bring your lunch,
bring your curiosity, and join us for a wild weedy take on native plants you didn’t
know you could eat! This event is free and open to the public. Class Limit: 50
Register at info@greatertroychamber.com or contact Gaby Warlick at 254-400-
7345.

Meet the Umpire Ninja - July 12
Come out and meet the Banana Ball Umpire Ninja on July 12, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
at the Crow and Cactus, 122A N Penelope, Belton.

Martian Folk at Standpipe Park - July 12

Join us on Friday, July 12 from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.at Standpipe Park, Hughes
Street and W Ave J, Belton, for a pop-up style event of music and fun! Martian Folk
will be landing with some out-of-this-world tunes, and we’ll have yard games ready
for all ages to enjoy. It’s a come-and-go event, so stop by for a bit—or bring a blan-
ket and a picnic and stay for the whole show!

Master Gardeners - July 17

Bell County Master Gardener Association monthly seminar is on Composting - How
to get started, presented by Certified Master Gardener, Glenn Melton on Thursday,
July 17, 6:00-7:30 PM at 1605 N. Main St. BCMGA Learning Center. Glenn will
discuss how the homeowner can easily start, maintain, and use compost in the
landscape. Plus Glenn will teach us what to do and not to do to insure success. Class
Limit: 50. Please register at BCMGAspeakers@gmail.com.

Polka at Polk - July 18

Our Parks Tour continues with a toe-tapping good time at Yettie Polk Park, 401
Alexander, Belton, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.! Join us for Polka at Polk featuring the lively
sounds of Off the Grid Band!

Summer Reading Program - July 19 & 26, Aug 2 & 9

Join the Mary Ruth Briggs Library Summer Reading Program this Summer as we
celebrate “Amazing Science”. We will have programs with speakers on Weather,
Rocks and Minerals, Plant Propagation and Forensics. Games, crafts, storytime

and free backpacks with school supplies! This program is for ages pre-K through
5th grade. You can sign up for free at the Morgan’s Point Resort website: morgan-
spointresorttx.com or paper applications available at MPR City Hall located at 8
Morgan’s Point Blvd, Morgan’s Point Resort Texas. The dates are 4 Saturdays: July
19th and 26th and August 2nd and 9th from 10:00 AM until noon. Location is at the
Mary Ruth Briggs Library, 8 Morgan’s Point Blvd in Morgan’s Point Resort. We
look forward to seeing you!

Master Gardeners - July 26

9:00 am to Noon, AgriLife Extension Grounds, Kitchen Classroom in Belton. Join
us for a flavorful morning of hands-on learning as we explore the power of herbs in
the kitchen! We will start with a presentation on the Herbs we will be cooking with.
Learn to prepare easy and delicious dishes using the herbs from your Garden. This
hands-on workshop is a great opportunity to learn simple ways to add fresh flavor to
your meals while having fun in the kitchen. Hosted by Bell County Master Gar-
deners Association’s Herb Study Interest Group. Limited to 25 participants. Please
RSVP to BCMGA speakers@gmail.com. Pre-registration is required. All ingredi-
ents and supplies will be provided. Donations accepted. HEB Better Living is our
Sponsor.

Marine Corp League will meet the third Tuesday of each mont at VFW 3859. Din-
ner is served at 6:30 p.m. and metting will begin at 7:00 p.m. 201 VFW Dr, Harker
heights, Tx 76548. Email commandant@mcl1249tx.comfor more inforamtion.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) will meet both on TUESDAY, July
8th and July 22rd at 6:30pm at the Temple VA Hospital. Use the entrance on the
Valet parking side of the hospital and take the elevator to the 5th floor -Conference
Room 5G31. Both care-givers, supporters and those suffering from mental illness
are welcome to join us for mutual support and sharing of information . For more
information, call 254-771-3638.

Aspen Hospice and Palliative Care Volunteers Needed Listed here are many ways
you can help make a difference for our hospice patients. You can provide compan-
ionship, listen to music, read, reminisce, play games, cards, checkers, paint nails,
apply makeup, curl hair or take them on walks. Please visit aspenhealthcare.net or
call 512-856-5668 for more information.

Young’s Daughters Funeral Home Dementia/Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support
Group occurs weekly on Fridays from 6-7 p.m. This group allows your loved ones
to join. Loved ones will be doing activities while the group of caregivers are joining
together to better understand and learn tips and tricks for daily life. Young’s Daugh-
ters Funeral and Bereavement Center is located at 4235 East Hwy 190 in Temple.

Bell County Historical Commission holds their meetings on the fourth Monday
of every month at 6 p.m. in the historical Bell County Court House, 101 E. Central
Ave in Belton. Join us in our vision of preserving and promoting Bell County’s rich
historical heritage for current and future generations. We are dedicated to initiating
and conducting programs that preserve and celebrate the county’s historic cultural
resources in alignment with state laws governing historical preservation in Texas.
Our community resources consist of a research room, book repository, cemetery in-
formation, historical markers and monument records. Our services include informa-
tion on historic preservation, educational programming, history community outreach
and partnerships. We welcome you to come join other history minded folks and get
involved by serving on one of our committees that consist of preservation, cemetery,
markers and education. To volunteer or for more information please visit historical-
commission@bellcounty.texas.gov, call 254-933-5917 or go by their office located
in the historic Bell County Courthouse, 101 E. Central Ave., RM 117.

Pistons on the Creek will meet every third Friday from 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Come

down to Nolan Creek and show off your rides. From classic to modern, muscle, rat rod, exotic, all auto-
motive enthusiasts are welcome. Support our awesome downtown businesses and restaurants surround-
ed by live music, food, drinks and a great atmosphere.

Bell Fine Arts Visitors welcome Wednesday’s from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 306 E 5th Ave in Belton. Ma-
jong games are available every Monday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Come join the fun and meet new folks.
For more information text Jeanne at 409-313-0611.

Local chapter of the Crochet Guild of America meets from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the
Lena Armstrong Public Library, 301 E. First St., in Belton. The group is open to anyone interested in
crochet. All skill levels are welcome. For information email Betty Reichert at bettyreichert@yahoo.com
or Kathy Bement at katshookand needle@gmail.com. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter of
the Crochet Guild of America will also need to join the National Crochet Guild of America. Visit www.
crochet.org for details.

Bell County Texas Democratic Women holds their monthly meeting on the third Saturday of each
month at 10 a.m. in the Belton AgriLife Center, 1605 N Main in Belton. Join us to hear from local and
state candidates and about important issues and events. This is open to the public.

Leadership Belton is an excellent source for learning leadership skills. This 10-month program focuses
on three key elements: community awareness training, leadership training, and team building. Do you
have someone ready to take the next step to become a leader? If so, Leadership Belton is here to make
that difference. For more information on how to participate, contact the chamber at 254-939-3551 or
e-mail at info@beltonchamber.com.

Engage & Empower with BISD Belton ISD believes the learning experiences of our students are
enhanced through the engagement of our community. We invite parents and community members to get
involved in our schools. Register as a volunteer with our new volunteer and partnership system at the
following link: https://beltonisd.ezcommunicator.net/edu/beltonisd/login_form.aspx?app=0.

Temple-Belton Ladies Lion Club Meeting Second and Fourth Monday of every month at 6:30 pm at
the Belton V.F.W., 2311 S. Pearl St., Belton.

Community Information

TAKE ME HOME PROGRAM The Belton Police Department is adopting the Take Me Home Program, aimed
at helping individuals who need special assistance to return safely home after getting lost. The program is a
database with photos and personal information to help police officers find someone who is lost or wandered
away from home. Take Me Home is designed for individuals who may need additional aid including those
with Dementia, Autism or specific mental health needs. It’s free to register someone and the data is kept
confidential to first responders. You can sign up a loved one here: www.beltontexas.gov/takemehome. Read
more about the program here: https://www.beltontexas.gov/news_detail_T11_R1166.php.

Dial 988 for Mental Health Emergencies To help those contemplating suicide, press option 1 for assistance
with military/veteran population.

Text-to-911 for speech/ hearing impaired, those unable to call or speak due to home invasion, abduction or
domestic violence or physically incapable. Providing location, city name and nature of the emergency in the
first message is imperative. For further education on this service, don’t hesitate to call 254-933-5500.

Citizens Helping in Police Service (CHIPS)
are extra eyes and ears while in areas where large groups may gather. Contact the Belton Police Dept. to join.

Belton Citizens Police Academy meets Thursday nights to enhance police and community partnerships. Apply
online to be a part of this exciting program.

Slam the Scam Throughout the year, we give you the tools to recognize scams and stop scammers from
stealing your money and personal information. Share the information with your loved ones & Slam the Scam!
Visit ssa.gov/scam for tips.

Dementia/Alzheimers Support Group- Young’s Daughters Funeral Home & Bereavement Center, 4235 E. US
HWY 190 in Temple. Fridays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Join us for activities while caregivers discuss and help each
other during this difficult time. Call Sabrina at 254-401-1302

NOW OPEN
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Bell County Museum to
open new exhibit July 12
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Billy Hassell’s painting “Pileated Woodpeckers and Longleaf Pines” is one of the
works that will be part of his exhibit July 12 — September 13 at the Bell County

Museum.
Special to the Journal

The Bell County Museum will open
its newest exhibit, A Sense of Place, Art-
work by Billy Hassell, on Saturday, July
12.

The exhibit features paintings of Tex-
as flora and fauna in Hassell’s signature
vibrant, colorful style. Open to the public
July 12 through September 13. Admission
to the Bell County Museum is free. Hours
of operation are Tuesday — Friday 12-5
p-m. and Saturday 10 a.m.—5 p.m.

“We are excited to exhibit the works
of noted Texas artist Billy Hassell. His
celebration of our state’s natural beauty
through the medium of art is truly incredi-
ble. This is something new and exciting for
our visitors and I hope everyone takes the
opportunity to visit during this two-month

Courtesy Photo

exhibit run,” said Coleman Hampton, mu-
seum Executive Director.

Fort Worth-based fine artist Billy Has-
sell has been showing his artwork since the
1980s in galleries across the country. His
bold colors and patterns inspired by na-
ture have captured the imagination of col-

Brandon Baker, Ashley Janke, Troy Tubbs, Guy Humphrey, Stanley Durbin,
and Alecia Williams were at Belton Feed and Supply Monday morning orga-
nizing donations for the flood relief in the Hill Country. The room was filled
with donations from area residents who wanted to give back. Bold Republic
Brewing & Troy Tubbs helped collect & take donations to Belton Feed and
Supply, where they were sorted and sent on their way. The donations were
put on pallets at Belton Feed.

Courtesy Photos

lectors throughout the nation. Few artists

use color as effectively as Billy, and his
graphically illustrative style contributes to
his work’s emotional punch.

Elite museums in Texas such as the
Dallas Museum of Art, the Modern in
Fort Worth, the Houston Museum of Fine
Arts, and the Menil Collection in Houston,
among others, have acquired Billy’s oil
paintings for their permanent collections.
His work hangs in a US Embassy, the Uni-
versity of Texas, the offices of HBO, and
the George W. Bush Presidential Center.
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Belton students honored, take home medals at annual
SKillsUSA Workforce Development Event in Atlanta

Silver medals in TeamWorks at the 2025 SkillsUSA Championships in Atlanta.

Special to the Journal

and a Skill Point Certificate, respectively.

Courtesy Photo
James Clark, Jospeh Fuentes, Erik Schiller, Bryson Necessary from Belton High School were High School

More than 6,500 students competed at the 2025 Skill-
sUSA Championships, held in Atlanta June 25-26. The
event is a national showcase of career and technical educa-
tion.

The SkillsUSA Championships is the largest skill
competition in the world and covers 1.79 million square
feet, equivalent to 31 football fields or 41 acres.

Among them were students from Belton High School
and Lake Belton High School, who were awarded medals

Team E, consisting of James Clark, Jospeh Fuentes,
Erik Schiller, Bryson Necessary, from Belton High School
was awarded the High School Silver medal in TeamWorks.

Likewise, Ryan McGinnis, a student at Lake Belton
High School, was awarded a Skill Point Certificate in T-
Shirt Design.

First place state winners were invited to the event to
demonstrate their technical skills, workplace skills and
personal skills in 114 hands-on occupational and leader-
ship competitions including robotics, automotive technol-

ogy, drafting, criminal justice, aviation maintenance and
public speaking. Industry leaders from 850 businesses,
corporations, trade associations and unions planned and
evaluated the contestants against their standards for entry-
level workers.

More than 1,200 industry judges and technical com-
mittee members participated this year.

All SkillsUSA Championships competitors were hon-
ored on Friday night, June 27 at the closing SkillsUSA
Awards Session at State Farm Arena.

As an indicator of proficiency, Skill Point Certificates
were awarded to the national contestants who met a pre-
determined threshold contest score for their SkillsUSA
event, demonstrating workplace readiness. Students can
add this certificate to an employment portfolio.

A total of 1,250 gold, silver and bronze medals were
presented to students on Friday night, June 27 at the Skill-
sUSA Awards Session. Many winners also received indus-
try prizes, tools of their trade or scholarships.

“More than 6,500 students from every state in the na-
tion participated in the 2025 SkillsUSA Championships,”
said SkillsUSA Executive Director Chelle Travis. “This
showcase of career and technical education demonstrates
SkillsUSA at its finest. Our students, instructors and in-
dustry partners work together to ensure that every student
excels. This program expands learning and career oppor-
tunities for our members.”

The SkillsUSA Championships event is held annu-
ally for students in middle school, high school or college/
postsecondary programs as part of the SkillsUSA National
Leadership & Skills Conference. The national, nonprofit
partnership of students, instructors and industry is a veri-
fied talent pipeline for America’s skilled workforce that is
working to help solve the skills gap.

93-year-old sews dresses for girls in poverty

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

Jo Broomfield, a 93-three-year-old Sal-
ado woman, has a passion for sewing. Her
mission is to sew and donate dresses to chil-
dren in poverty all over the world.

“She buys all the material herself and
donates the dresses to charitable organiza-
tions and missions. Her dresses are given
to poverty recipients all over the world. Her
production is so high, her house is full of
racks of dresses,” said neighbor and friend
Linda Sherman.

Broomfield and Sherman are neighbors
and live in the Hidden Glen over-50 com-
munity in Salado.

“My dresses have made three trips to
Peru and Bangladesh; two trips to Africa,
Madagascar, Indonesia, Belize, India, Ke-
nya, a mission in Laredo, and different foster

and social services,” said Broomfield.

She lived in California for more than 50
years and has lived in Texas for two-and-a-
half years.

“This is something from my heart. I like
to sew. I used my Social Security, fixed in-
come to purchase material, trimmings, elas-
tic, and things of that sort,” said Broomfield

She wakes up at 3 am. or 4 a.m. and
sews all day until 10 p.m. She’s looking for
donations of cotton fabric. She makes the
dresses in three sizes. Size one is compara-
ble to 12 months, size two is comparable to
2T, and size three is comparable to 3T.

“T used to buy fabric from Joann’s but
they closed. Now, I go to Hobby Lobby. I
got started when I was in California. A mis-
sionary visited from the Philippines and I
donated 75 dresses,” said Broomfield.

The missionary came to do a speech
to the congregation. They later sent her a

picture of one village with 25 girls wearing
her dresses. She attended a Southern Baptist
Church in Bellflower, California, at the time.

“I have a total of 130 dresses ready to
go to Kenya next month,” said Broomfield.

She has dresses hanging in the bath-
room, laundry room, closet, bedroom, and
sewing room.

“I use a sewing machine called Ja-
nome. Maybe someone has fabric they are
not using and trimmings. I started sewing
when I was 13 years old on a Singer sew-
ing machine. It had a treadle. I took a class
in school. I didn’t use thread but a piece of
paper to learn how to sew a straight line,”
said Broomfield.

She’s been sewing ever since.

If you would like to make a donation
of fabric or trimmings, please contact Ms.
Broomfield at 254-308-2060.

983-year-old
Jo Broom-
field sews
dresses and
donates
them to mis-

sionaries

all over the
world.

— BELTON
JOURNAL/
Michelle
Rodriguez
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EDITORIAL

Randomness for the Week

Have you ever seen a warn-
ing about some action and
thought, who would be so dumb
as to do that, then realized that
there is a warning because some-
one was that dumb and did try it.

Just how big are the worms
that an ostrich eats?

Have you noticed that “tim-
ers” on various devices are not
very accurate at all? I mean, you
are doing some mandatory up-
date to the operating system and
you have five minutes to go, so
you cook a full lunch meal and
come back and you still have four
minutes to go. The same holds
true with the percentages as well.
You start at 10 percent, and they
tease you with a quick run up to
40 percent, which you stay at for
20 minutes, almost to the point
where you are assuming nothing
is working, so you debate violat-
ing the major rule of not turning
off your device, and then it starts
again, increasing to a whopping

Pleasant Ramblings ¢ Mark Magnan

44 percent. From there it moves
fairly evenly, until you get to that
last few percent, then it creeps
along again at a snail’s pace.

How come when you grab
the cord to open or close the
blinds, no matter which end of
the cord you grab it goes the op-
posite direction than what you
were wanting?

Have you ever considered
how many straws are wasted ev-
ery year by not being used? Be-
ing an adult, I don’t need a straw
to drink my beverage in a restau-
rant yet I get a straw every time.
Getting a straw for a fast food
soft drink is good, especially if
you are driving. I don’t really
need one the size of a water pipe
though.

Why is it called “corn on the
cob”? It is naturally on the cob.
The canned corn is the odd ver-
sion, so it should be called corn
off the cob. Need more proof?
Drive into a farming community

and find a corn field with a farmer
nearby, and ask the simple ques-
tion: what is that? He will reply,
“Corn.” I rest my case.

I see some cop shows and
they chase a car thief, then re-
cover the car for the “owner.” No
thanks. I don’t really want my car
back if someone hopped in and
“drove it like they stole it.” So
if anyone steals my truck, here
is what you do. Drive it like you
stole it (which you did), blow the
engine, shift into neutral and let it
slam into a brick wall, and when
you get out stuff a lit cigarette
(because I know you smoked in
my truck) into the gas tank so the
truck blows up and burns to the
ground. That way I don’t get an
abused truck back and my insur-
ance company has to buy me a
new truck, for the umpteen years
of premiums that I have paid in
with no claims.

Have you been driving along
and it starts to rain, lightly, so

you hit the manual wiper for a
single stroke, then it rains a little
harder, so you flip to the inter-
mittent wipers, and inch a little
faster as the rain picks up, then
finally it rains hard enough that
you finally give in and switch
the ON position for the wipers,
and a couple of swipes, the rains
quits and your blades are growl-
ing across a dry window? (how
is that for a run-on question/sen-
tence/paragraph)

Have you ever watched a
fishing show? There is not much
drama. You cast a lot and finally
get a fish. There is never a chance
of catching something exciting
like a killer whale or great white
shark.

When you are fishing, how
come it is that if you are on land,
you cast your bait as far out as
you can, and if you are in a boat
you cast back in to shore? Why
don’t you just find the place
along the bank of the lake where

The Dentist

Coffee Talk « Renae Brumbaugh Green

the fish are close and fish there,
that way you don’t have to buy
a boat?

Why do smoke alarm batter-
ies fail only in the middle of the
night?

Big companies cannot fix
prices and such practices as that,
why can’t we force all the TV
channels to stop showing com-
mercials at the exact same time?
If T am watching a show and
a commercial comes on, I flip
to another potential interesting
channel and there is a commer-
cial playing there, sometimes the
same one. Out of 300 channels
they manage to coordinate most
channels with the same adver-
tising schedule, except golf and
fishing shows.

Have you ever noticed that
after you get done mowing your
grass there is a stalk of grass still
standing in the middle of the yard
like you never even touched it?

the best.

A couple of weeks
ago, my husband went to
the dentist. He is much
braver than I am. There
are few things that cause
me more anxiety than the
thought of someone stick-
ing a drill in my mouth.

My daughter inherited
my fear of the dentist’s
chair. I recall one particu-
lar visit, when she was in
junior high. We sat in the
waiting room, and she
listed all the reasons she
really didn’t need to get
that cavity filled. After all,
her mouth didn’t hurt right
then. But it would cer-
tainly hurt in a few min-
utes, once she was seated
in that chair. And what’s a
little cavity anyway? It’s
just a tiny hole, way at the
back of her mouth. No one
could even see it.

And really. Consider-
ing who the dentist was,
did I really want to put her
life in danger like that?

“What do you mean?”
I asked.

“I dreamed last night
that Chad was the dentist.”

(Chad was her church
youth minister.)

“He didn’t know what
he was doing, Mom. He
gave me laughing gas, but
he forgot to put oxygen
in the laughing gas, and I
couldn’t breathe. Do you
really want me to die to-
day?”

“I’ll tell you what.
When they call your name,
I'll speak to the dentist. If
it’s Chad, you don’t have
to stay.”

She pondered that.
“What if Chad is the hy-
gienist?”

“Then  you stay.
You’re only getting out of
this if he’s the actual den-
tist.”

With that, she leaned
back in her seat and tried to
come up with another rea-
son why this whole dentist

thing was a bad idea. ment. knowing He’s working to
I don’t blame her. Okay, maybe a lot un- make our spirits healthy
When it comes to having comfortable. and whole and strong, we

another person put his or
her hands in my mouth,
I'm a great big whiny
baby. I cringe. I gag. I've
even shed a silent tear or
two in that chair.

But after I leave, I
feel so much better about
my teeth. They feel shiny
and clean and smooth, and
I have confidence in their
ability to help feed me for
many years to come.

Sometimes, we have
to go through dentist-type
experiences in other areas
of our lives. They’re un-
comfortable. They’re not
fun. They make us cringe
and gag and cry.

But like the dentist,
God really is one of the
good guys. He only wants
what’s best for us. And
many times, what’s best
in the long run is a little
uncomfortable in the mo-

But when we strug-
gle, it only makes things
worse. If we’ll just relax
and trust God’s goodness,

can have confidence in the
outcome. The discomfort
is only temporary, In the
end, it’ll all work out for

“And we know that
in all things, God works
for the good of those who
love Him, who have been
called according to His
purpose,” Romans 8:28.
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than $1.8 billion in NIH grants.

NIH funding by the federal govern-
ment has an excellent return on invest-
ment. For every $1 invested in scientific
research through the NIH, it produces
an estimated $2.56 in economic activity,
funding jobs and supporting communi-
ties. Additionally, NIH funding con-
tributed to every single FDA-approved
drug from 2010-2016, including drugs
for diabetes, chemotherapy, and autoim-
mune disease.

Everyone loses when we defund
the NIH. Talk to your neighbors, con-
tact your elected representatives, and
remind those around you of the impor-
tance of science funding.Together, we
can stand up for science.

Meredith Ramba

| Breaking News |

h———___
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FOR THE SUMMER OR FOR FOREVER

ANYDAY DELIVER
ANYTIME ® 512-540-6875 ® NEWSPAPERS

254-770-0666 | www.DarrelGreensAutoTX.com

The United States conducts world-
class scientific research that we all ben-
efit from; however, if we don’t act soon,
that research is at risk.

My scientific journey began as a
Belton Tiger. From 1st grade with Mrs.
Pittenger to AP chemistry at BHS, my
BISD education provided the educa-
tional foundation from which to pursue
an undergraduate degree in biology, and
subsequently, a PhD in immunology.

However, my PhD research has
been impacted by the recent Nation-
al Institute of Health (NIH) funding
cuts. My laboratory lost an NIH-fund-
ed grant, and I have colleagues whose
work on childhood development and
cancer treatments was cancelled. In all,
the Trump Administration has cut more
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Local Service Directory

< Household Services > < Systems &Apphances> <

Construction >

Ve - GET PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
800am - 500pm 254.770.0932

Feel free to write us, info@bestwaycarpets.net
3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Pomykal
Heating & Cooling
Belton, Temple, Killeen
(254) 938-6290

William Pomykal  Service & Repairs
Gwen Pomykal Preventative Maintenance

www.gopomykal.com TACLA22074C

We design & fabricate in our own workroom:.

[ Custom Draperies * Fabrics * Blinds « Shutters « In Home Service

1305 N. Main * Belton  Est. 1972

939-1070

.

Yardwork

<: Cleaning :>

Yhe Cviginal
Ash

* Tree Trimming
* Tree Removal
* Stump Grinding

Tree * Tree Planting
SeI'Vice Free Estimates
Split Firewood For Sale
254.654.6317
254.939.7007 Third Generation

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to veterans.

REECSVI

IIALIG MINSUY

We Will Take Care
Of The Cleaning

Dy L

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING ™
SERVIGES k.
For New Clients., E'xisting Clientls with
(L (5) cos-5423 6 i e t v o ot

Smree 1866
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IVIIPRATINFFING,
CONSTRUCTION
P25 EARSIEXPERIENGE

S DRY,WALNREPAIRIANDPAINTING)
ICOMPETITIVE PRICES)
[MUNPARAI'LELED/SERVICE

JEREEJESTIMATES,
SI2EMA6E6123,

Good Neighbors

Fencing < Construction
A GOOD FENCE KEEPS A GOOD NEIGHBOR

LOCALLY OWNED.

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL FENCING
CONTRACTOR IN TEMPLE, TX?

(254) 346-1405

IDowlplle 17T
Construction, Ime

o IROCHNG
OC@m@@@m
o Custiomn Calbineds
o Witndlow Replncementt
o Coumier TS
o Windlow Servieds

L

All Work Warrantied and Insured
50 Years Local Experience

AVAILABLE
Call for Pricing

254493.0732

(254) 939-1934

doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com

Bite back at mosquitoes in the yard

Mosquitoes are winged pests no one wants to have
around, except for bats and other animals that eat them
for dinner. The World Mosquito Program says mosqui-
toes can spread a number of nasty diseases, including
malaria, dengue, West Nile virus, chikungunya, yellow
fever, and Zika. Pet owners likely are aware that mos-
quito bites can transmit diseases like heartworm.

Vector Disease Control International says mosqui-
toes are some of the most adaptable and successful in-
sects on Earth. Although male mosquitoes only live for
six or seven days as adults, females with an adequate
food supply can live up to five months or longer. Adult
female mosquitoes lay an average of 50 to 200 eggs at
one time, ensuring the population continues to thrive.
Unless people take adequate precautions, mosquitoes
can be anything from a nuisance to a real danger. Con-
trolling mosquitoes around the home helps improve
health and comfort. These strategies can help.

Eliminate standing water

Mosquitoes require stagnant water sources in or-
der to reproduce. Regularly emptying, scrubbing and
turning over items that can hold water can help control
populations. This includes flower pots, tires, bird baths,
and any other vessels that can hold water. For those with
ponds or water features on their properties, circulating

the water with a fountain or pump can prevent mosquito
breeding. Introducing fish that eat mosquito larvae also
can help.

Sow the right plants

Mass Audubon says certain scented plants help to
repel mosquitoes. Incorporating them around outdoor
living areas can keep mosquitoes at bay. Such plants in-
clude lemon balm, eucalyptus, marigold, garlic, sage,
lemon verbena, scented geranium, catmint nepeta, lem-
ongrass, and others.

Tidy the yard

Mosquitoes love to hide in tall grass and debris.
Mowing the lawn and addressing weeds or other natural
litter can help deter mosquitoes from hanging around.

Replace outdoor lights
Opt for yellow-colored lights outdoors, which are
less likely to attract mosquitoes and other flying insects.

Turn on a fan

When entertaining outdoors, use a box fan to blow
toward people, which will make it harder for mosqui-
toes to fly and land on people since they tend to be weak
flyers.

1

Tam

Professional mosquito control services

Sometimes it may be necessary to call in the pro-
fessionals to treat yards to control mosquitoes, partic-
ularly at homes that abut streams or other natural ar-
eas where a large number of mosquitoes can be found.
Treatment solutions often include products that are both
safe for people and their pets. Season-long applications
will help tame the number of mosquitoes throughout
the duration of the warm weather.

Mosquitoes are a part of warm weather, but they
don’t have to compromise the comfort of outdoor living
spaces.
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The Belton Longhorns and Belton Diamonds, members of Belton Youth Softball
Association’s T-ball division, played at the 2025 Texas Teenage Baseball/Softball
Association’s 6U State Tournament in Gatesville. Twenty-one teams vied for the
state championship. Both teams finished in the top 15 in the state, with the Long-
horns wrapping up the season 10th and Diamonds at 15th.

Courtesy of Jillian Douglas-Kinsey.

SPORTS

Ellis joins Broncos Volleyball,
girls Basketball staff

By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Bron-
cos have added a coach to
the staff that has plenty of
sports knowledge on the
court, as well as a wealth of
academic knowledge away
from it.

Renaldo Ellis joined
Lake Belton High school on
June 26 as the new volley-
ball assistant coach under
Allison Waits and new girls’

basketball coach under Tiff-
ney Barnes.

Ellis spent two stints in
Temple ISD, the first from
2012 to 2020 and second
from 2022 to 2025. Be-
tween 2020 and 2022, he
was the head coach of girls’
basketball at Rosebud-Lott
High School.

Ellis has a Bachelor of
Science in Kinesiology and
Exercise Science from the
University of North Texas
in 2011. He added a Master

of Science degree in Sport
and Fitness Administration/
Management from South-
eastern Oklahoma Univer-
sity in 2023.

Ellis was a Texas High
School Coaches Associa-
tion R.O.CK. Mentor in
the 2024-2025 school year
and is a THSCA R.O.CK.
Brand Ambassador this up-
coming school year.

“I am officially a Bron-
co,” Ellis said. “It is time to
work!”

Tigers put finishing touches
on football off season

By: Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The countdown is officially on for the Bel-
ton Tigers football team as the start of the 2025
season draws closer. With August 11 marking
the first day of UIL-approved conditioning and
August 16 opening the door for full-contact
practices, the Tigers are putting the finishing
touches on an offseason filled with develop-
ment, competition, and a renewed sense of
purpose.

Last fall, Belton finished fourth in Dis-
trict 11-5A Division I, clinching a playoff spot.

Though their postseason run was short-lived
following a first-round loss to the Randle Li-
ons, the experience served as motivation head-
ing into the offseason.

One of the key components of the Tigers’
summer has been their participation in 7-on-
7 football, a format that allows skill position
players to sharpen their timing, communica-
tion, and decision-making. Head coach Brett
Sniffin emphasized the importance of these
sessions in an earlier interview.

“For the kids, it’s about learning the basics

See TIGERS,
Page B2

Former Lady Tiger to run for University of Houston

By Clay Whittington

The Belton Journal

Olivia Brillhart’s future is finally right in
front of her.

After spending the previous four years
creating one of the greatest running legacies in
school history, the former Lady Tigers stand-
out is on the verge of a new beginning.

In approximately one month, Brillhart
— a distance runner — embarks on her long
awaited college career at Houston, where she
will serve as a member of both the cross coun-
try and track teams.

While the opportunity is exciting, admit-
tedly, it is somewhat overwhelming as well.

“I’'m getting to see what my college ex-
perience is going to be like,” Brillhart said,
“and it has definitely been very interesting.
There has been a lot of running this summer
to prepare.

“It has been super fun, though.”

After reporting to the Cougars in the
middle of August, the cross county team will
have its first meet of the season within weeks,
making the summer extremely important.

As a new athlete to the squad, Brillhart
cannot afford to arrive in anything other than
prime form, but that has never been an issue.

Belton ISD holding final

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

The final opportunities for having
fun and learning fundamentals have ar-
rived.

For multiple weeks, Belton ISD’s
athletic programs have been offering
camps for all ages, and now, with the
school year rapidly approaching, only a
few chances remain for kids to partici-
pate.

Belton and Lake Belton each have
a few camps remaining before students
resume classes, starting with the Lady
Broncos volleyball camp Monday,
which is reserved for seventh , eighth
and ninth graders.

Like all other camps, attendees
will be offered instruction from the
team’s varsity head coach and their staff
through the use of games, drills and
competitions along with providing both
individual and group attention.

During her high school career, she
earned four consecutive trips to the University
Interscholastic League Cross Country State
Championships and earned a berth in the state
track meet.

At each, she excelled.

A multiple-time district, area and region-
al gold medalist, in her first two appearances
at the state cross country meet, Brillhart deliv-
ered a pair of top-55 performances.

As a freshman, when the Lady Tigers
were a Class 6A program, she completed the
five-kilometer course 53rd overall with a time
of 19 minutes, 0.6 seconds, and she followed
the debut by jumping to 17th (19:03.0) as a

sophomore.

Then, Brillhart returned to the meet for
a third consecutive time, and placed 56th af-
ter missing a majority of the regular-season
schedule due to a lingering knee injury. Brill-
hart had a time of 19:36.9.

In her final trip to Round Rock, she
placed 26th with a time of 19:10.0.

Months later, she made her debut at the
state track meet, posting a fifth-place time of
10:47.39 in the 3,200-meter run.

After years of success, however, Brillhart
is adjusting her expectations for her freshman

See HOUSTON,
Page B2

round of summer camps

The three day Lady Broncos’ vol-
leyball camp will run from noon to
2:30 p.m. for seventh graders with the
remaining grades following from 2:30
p-m.to 5 p.m.

On Tuesday, Belton is offering a
wrestling camp for any third through
ninth graders, and it runs from 8 a.m. to
11 a.m. each day.

The Lady Tigers soccer camp is also
broken into segments. Second through
sixth graders will attend in the mornings

(8 11 a.m.) starting July 21, while sev-
enth , eighth and ninth graders attend in
the evenings (5 8 p.m.).

The final three summer camps will
be offered in late July.

Belton will have a cheerleading
camp for kindergarteners through sixth
graders from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. starting
July 23 prior to the final two camps be-

See CAMPS,
Page B2

A Life Well-Led: Remembering Dick Hedges and his legacy of service and leadership

Thinking about when I
served underneath a legendary
administrator, I was reminded
of the leadership and guidance I
received. In a world where titles
are often seen as the measure of
success, Dick Hedges never saw
his roles, as college president of
Fort Scott Community College,
mayor, or board of trustee, as
positions of power, but rather as
platforms for service. His life was
not defined by the seats he held,
but by the lives he touched.

Dick Hedges, a man whose
name has long been synonymous
with integrity, mentorship, and
community commitment, leaves
behind a legacy that reaches far
beyond any single institution or
office. He was not just a leader;
he was a builder of people, a
steady hand in turbulent times,
and a voice of reason and com-
passion when it was needed most.

Those who had the privilege

of knowing Dick,
remember a man
who never sought
the spotlight, yet
somehow  always
found himself in
it, not because he
demanded  atten-
tion, but because
his character com-
manded  respect.
He mentored young
leaders, guided in-
stitutions  through

ership,  programs
expanded, student
success soared, and
a culture of care
and  accountabil-
ity took root. He
walked through the
halls, shook hands,
listened deeply, and
believed in second
chances. He under-
stood that shaping
minds also meant
shaping hearts.

seasons of change,
and reminded ev-
eryone in his circle
of the value of hu-
mility, hard work, and doing the
right thing, even when no one
was looking.

Serving as president, Dick
led with a deep understanding
that education was more than
books and tests. It was about un-
locking potential. Under his lead-

Dr. Jack Welch
From the Bleachers

His service as
mayor was equally
impactful. In every
city council meet-
ing, in every community project,
in every decision made, Dick
brought the same sense of stew-
ardship and purpose. His leader-
ship was never about personal
gain; it was always about leav-
ing his community better than
he found it. Streets were paved,

parks were improved, but most
importantly, people felt seen and
heard. He governed with the be-
lief that small towns could do
great things when people worked
together.

As a member of the board
of trustees, Dick never missed a
chance to lift others up. He en-
couraged collaboration over com-
petition, vision over ego. Whether
mentoring a young coach, advis-
ing a new teacher, or guiding a
fellow trustee, Dick believed in
sharing wisdom, not hoarding it.
Although he is now gone from
this world, his influence contin-
ues to spread through schools,
city halls, churches, and homes.

At the heart of everything
Dick Hedges did was an unshak-
able belief in service. He lived
as a transformational leader,
someone who didn’t just manage
change, but inspired it. He didn’t
just lead teams or organizations;

STATE FARM INSURANGE

101 Lake Road Belton, TX (254)939-5846

he led people to become better
versions of themselves.

We often talk about “lega-
cy” in abstract terms, but with
Dick Hedges, it’s visible and
real. It lives in the institutions
he strengthened, the policies he
shaped, and the people he men-
tored. It lives in the students who
walked across graduation stages
because he never gave up on
them. It lives in the citizens who
felt pride in their town because he
fought for it. It lives in the hearts
of all of us who carry his example
forward.

My aim is to strive to be
more like my mentor: listening
more, judging less, leading with
heart, and lifting others along
the way. He once said, “Leader-
ship is simply serving others long
enough, often enough, and self-

See WELCH,
Page B2




B2

THE BELTON JOURNAL

Thursday, July 10, 2025

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm Saturday 9am- 3pm
o Vinyl « Hardwood « Laminate
o Carpet o« Ceramic Tile
«Vinyl Plank

5812 S. General Bruce Dr. « floorcosurplus.com

Engineered Hardwoo
(Starting at $3.00)

254.727.4061

Sports Briefs

By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

Former Belton standout swimmer Liana Planz is prepar-
ing to travel across the globe for one of the sport’s most presti-
gious competitions.

The 21-year-old will take part in the World Aquatics
Championships in Singapore. The event begins Friday and
runs through Aug. 3.

Planz intends to use the opportunity as a springboard to-
ward a potential Olympic berth.

Following her trip to Singapore, Planz plans to compete in
the Oceania Swimming Championships — an event held once
every two years — in 2026. The 2028 Summer Olympics will
be held in Los Angeles.

Planz recently graduated from Queens University of
Charlotte with a degree in exercise and physiology. Now, she is
preparing to attend the University of Texas at Austin to obtain
her masters degree.

Last year, Planz competed in three events — 50-meter

You Have an
Estate Plan —
Whether You
Know It or Not

Scot Hrbacek, CFP® Financial Advisor

If you think estate
planning is only for
the wealthy or elder-
ly, think again. When
someone passes away
without an estate
plan, state laws take
over, deciding who
gets what and when
— and that may not
reflect your wishes.
Instead, you can take
control through a per-
sonal estate plan.

Finally, make sure
you have beneficia-
ries named on assets
like 401(k)s, IRAs
and life insurance
policies. That way,
these assets will
transfer directly to
those people regard-
less of what your will
says.

An effective estate
plan can prevent
costly legal battles in
probate court and give
loved ones a clear
roadmap to follow.
And it can help you
feel confident, know-
ing that what matters
most — your family,
your purpose, your
legacy —

is protected.

You may think that a
will is all you need.
But wills only take ef-
fect after death; they
don’t help if you’re
alive but unable to
make decisions. For
that, you may want
a Power of Attorney
and health care
directive.

This Article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
3011 N. Main, Ste C, Belton, Tx 76513

(254) 933-7680  scot.hrbacek@edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

freestyle, 50 butterfly and 100 butterfly — at the World Aquat-
ics Swimming Championships in Hungary.

VOLLEYBALL

Tryouts are rapidly approaching for the upcoming volley-
ball seasons.

University Interscholastic League rules allow teams to be-
gin issuing equipment and conducting workouts on Aug. 1, and
the Lady Tigers will use the date to begin their tryout process.

Incoming ninth-graders will be evaluated from 7 a.m. to
9 am., and participants should arrive to check-in between 6:30
a.m. and 6:55 a.m.

Sophomores, juniors and seniors will follow from 9:30
am.to 11:30 am.

Later in the day, all grade levels will return for a second
two-hour session, beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Then, all participants will return for a second day of work-
outs Aug. 2 with sessions running from 7 a.m. to 9 am. and 1
pm. to 3:30 p.m.

Athletes should arrive at least 15 minutes before each ses-
sion and should wear running or volleyball shoes, knee pads, a
T=shirt in school colors if possible, spandex and running shorts.
They should also bring water.

Additionally, all participants must have a current physical
on file with the school and all necessary paperwork submitted.

The Lady Tigers will be hosting a player/parent meeting

HOllStOll - From Page Bl

in advance of tryouts on July 31 at 5:30 p.m. inside Belton’s
gymnasium. Players and parents should both attend.

For more information, contact Lady Tigers head coach
Haleigh Johnson at Haleigh.Johnson@BISD .net.

Lake Belton will also be conducting tryouts around the
same time, but specific information has not been released.

UIL rules permit scrimmages to begin Aug. 8, and the first
day for regular-season matches is Aug. 11.

FOOTBALL

Preparations for the upcoming football season will begin
in less than a month for countless teams across the state.

University Interscholastic League rules permit teams that
did not participate in spring training to begin workouts Aug.
4. Belton and Lake Belton, however, took part in spring
training, so each squad can begin conditioning one
week later on Aug. 11.

The first day the Tigers and Broncos can don pads
and have full contact is Aug. 16.

Both teams have a scrimmage set for Aug. 21 with
Belton hosting Killeen Shoemaker and Lake Belton
traveling to Copperas Cove. Each scrimmage will start
at 7 p.m.

The regular-season schedule kicks off Aug. 29,
when the Tigers play at Pflugerville Hendrickson and
the Broncos play at College Station A&M Consolidated.

Brillhart

campaign with the Cougars.
“I know the transition
to college is going to be a big
jump,” she said, “and aca-
demically, I’'m going to be on
the pre-med track, so that is
a very demanding major as
well. So, just trying to bal-
ance school and athletics will
be something I have to navi-

gate through during my first
semester.

“I want to make sure
I'm putting the student part
of my life first, and we are in
a great conference with a lot
of awesome athletes.”

Brillhart is embracing
the moment, though.

With her workout rou-

Tigel'S - From Page B1

tines increasing as the first
day of collegiate practice
approaches, Brillhart under-
stands life is about to become
very hectic, and athletics will
only be one portion.

It will not be easy, but
her future has finally arrived.

“All of this training
definitely makes me feel very

accomplished,”
said. “I just feel great after
doing these workouts and
hitting the mileage that
was expected for me. It
gets me really excited. It
is really cool to look back
and see what my high
school career has led up
to.”

of our offense and defense,”
Sniffin said. “It also helps
build chemistry, especially
between our quarterbacks
and wide receivers. On de-
fense, it’s all about eye dis-
cipline and communication.”

Belton’s 7-on-7 prac-
tices focused primarily on
live-action scrimmages,
giving players the opportu-
nity to compete and improve
through repetition. Positions

like wide receiver and defen-
sive back especially benefit
from the format, with reps
helping players develop tim-
ing and coverage recognition
in real time.

“We want to see our
guys compete,” Sniffin said.
“There’s no pass rush, so it
comes down to discipline,
effort, and communication.
That’s where we see who
wants it.”

CampS - From Page Bl

Off the field, the Tigers
have been grinding through
a structured summer strength
and conditioning program.
Lifting sessions, speed and
agility drills have helped
players improve their physi-
cal fitness and mental tough-
ness. Coaches have also
placed a strong emphasis on
leadership, holding players
accountable and encouraging
growth in preparation for fall

camp.

Belton’s first scrimmage
is set for August 21, offering
the team a chance to evaluate
its progress before the regular
season begins. With returning
experience, rising talent, and a
focused offseason under their
belt, the Tigers aim to build
on last year’s playoff appear-
ance and push even further in
2025. The wait is almost over
and Belton is ready.

ginning July 28 at Lake Belton.

softball
camp takes place between 9 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m. and is open to third

The Lady Broncos

through ninth graders.

WelCh - From Page Bl

The Broncos football
runs at the same time and will be
available to any kindergartener
through ninth grader, but it will be
split into sections based on age and

camp ability.

The cost for each camp is $60
per participant, and tickets can be
purchased at BeltonTigers.com or
LakeBeltonAthletics.com.

lessly enough that they begin to believe they can do more
than they ever thought possible.” Dick Hedges did just
that. Those who had him as a mentor are better because
of it.

Thought for the week, “If I have seen further, it is by
standing on the shoulders of giants.” Isaac Newton

Dr. Jack Welch serves as President of fort Scott Com-

Proud supporters of the

(254) 939-0343 TannerRoofing.Com

L ‘
Harper-Talasek

FUNERAL HOMES

Belton e Killeen ¢ Temple
‘We make it personal.®”
@

254.939.2411 - 503 N. Main Street

ww.harpertalasek.com

munity College. With a career spanning professional
sports, public education, and rural community develop-
ment, he brings a servant-leader mindset and a passion
for building trust-driven cultures that empower people to
thrive on the field, in the classroom, and in life. He is also
the author of Foundations of Coaching: The Total Coach-
ing Manual.

Smith Brothers
Drive-In

Tiger Car Wash & Speed Wash

GO BIGRED %
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939-2471

Go Tigers!

We're with you
all the way!
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Lake holds three day volleyball camp

By Aries Ramos
The Belton Journal

The Lake Belton Vol-
leyball Camp, held July 7th
through 9th from 12 to 5 p.m.
each day, brought together
athletes, coaches, and high
school mentors for a three
day event focused on growth,
learning, and community.

Designed for young vol-
leyball players, this camp of-
fered not only foundational
instruction but also a chance
to experience the culture and
pride that comes with being
a part of the Lake Belton ath-
letic family.

From the start, the
camp’s energy was vibrant
and engaging. Campers
began with a fun game of
Sharks and Minnows to
warm up. an activity that got
the kids moving and laughing
while setting a positive tone
for the afternoon. Afterward,
the athletes transitioned into
skill drills, beginning with
bumping, one of the sport’s

most essential fundamentals.

One of the defining fea-
tures of the Lake Belton camp
was the presence of student
athletes from the high school
program. These older players
served as hands on mentors,
guiding drills, giving advice,
and connecting with campers
on a personal level.

Head coach Allison
Waits, who oversaw the
camp, took time each day to
personally interact with the
campers. She kicked things
off with a fun icebreaker by
asking them about their favor-
ite part of summer. Through-
out the sessions, she asked
questions about the game to
promote understanding and
encourage the campers to not
just play but to learn.

When asked what it
means to her to host these
camps every year, Coach
Waits emphasized the long
term impact.

“Just fostering love for
the game for the next gen-
eration is why we do what we

get to do,” she said. “One of
my favorite parts is actually
getting to see our high school-
ers step into this role. They’re
so sweet, they’re so patient,
some of them are natural
coaches.”

She also spoke to the
importance of these camps
in creating a strong founda-
tion for the program. “For a
lot of them, this might be the
first time they touch a vol-
leyball, or this might be their
dream school to get to come
and play in someday. I think
it really just cultivates a sense
of pride to be a Bronco vol-
leyball player one day.”

As the camp wrapped
up, Coach Waits reflected
on the transformation she
sees over just three days.

“Starting from day one
to day three, we see camp-
ers who may not Know
what they are doing some-
times, and then when they
develop a skill and just see-
ing that progression is my
favorite part.”
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:Belton Lake:

FAIR. Water stained; 83 de-
grees; 3.58 feet below pool. Belton
has climbed another 4.58 feet since
last week after recent rain and re-
leases from Lake Proctor. U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers is now re-
leasing water at a rate of 1,100 CFS.
Fishing for white bass has gotten
tougher now that young-of-the-year
shad are in abundance, and the wa-
ter is stratifying as the thermocline
develops. I observed that most of
my success is coming in the first few
hours of light in the morning and
again in the last hour of light on ei-
ther side of sunset. Covering ground
by downrigging with a 3-armed
umbrella rig equipped with #13 Pet
Spoons and keeping a close eye on
depth so as to keep the balls about 3’
up off bottom was the key to find-
ing scattered fish. The MAL Heavy
with silver blade and chartreuse tail
continued to produce well this week
after locating fish by downrigging.
It shows up remarkably well on
forward-facing sonar and 2-D sonar.
Drop it either to the bottom if fish
are on bottom, or below the level of
suspended fish, and crank it up at a
steady cadence at least two cranks
above the fish showing highest in
the water column. If a chase occurs,
keep cranking at that same steady
cadence until the fish either catch-
es it, or turns away. When a strike
occurs, keep right on cranking with-
out a hard hookset. The likelihood
of topwater action increases as the
water warms, and at least some light
action is taking place on all but the
windiest mornings and evenings. Be
on the lookout for herons feeding re-
petitively over open water, then go
in stealthily for a look so as not to
spook the fish and push them off the
surface. Report by Bob Maindelle,
Holding the Line Guide Service.
Catfish are fair. Anglers should ex-
pect slower activity while catfish are
spawning. Shallow water around
timber with fresh shad or prepared
bait can produce smaller blue catfish
under 10 pounds. Flatheads catfish
are fair on live bluegill around river
mouths and log piles. Report by Bri-
an Worley, B&S Catfishing.

Tz Lo

REPORT
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: Stillhouse
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GOOD. Water stained; 84
degrees; 1.30 feet below pool. Still-
house rose another 0.78 feet since
last week. The water is warming
rapidly and the fish are suspending
more and more each day. The two
drivers for this are stratification of
the water by temperature which
will eventually lead to the creation
of the thermocline by mid-June,
and the increasing presence of
young-of-the-year shad making
their way into open water. When
fish are suspended use 2-D sonar as
the three-dimensional cone makes
use of extends the echo signature of
the fish into long arches which are
larger and much more easily seen
on a screen then the shorter “rice
grain” signatures seen on side-im-
aging and down-imaging. Use a
MAL Heavy with silver blade and
chartreuse tail when the fish are ag-
gressive, and downrigging with Pet
Spoons is my backup plan when
the fish are not aggressive. The
MAL shows up remarkably well
on forward-facing sonar and 2-D
sonar. Drop it either to the bottom
if fish are on bottom, or below the
level of suspended fish, and crank it
up at a steady cadence at least two
cranks above the fish showing high-
est in the water column. If a chase
occurs, keep cranking at that same
steady cadence until the fish either
catches it, or turns away. When a
strike occurs, keep right on crank-
ing without a hard hookset. On the
downriggers, run balls just 1-2 feet
above the shallowest fish showing
on 2-D sonar. Mornings are best
from 7:20-10:15 a.m. Topwater
action on “schoolie” largemouth
increased this past week but is far
from peaking. Small shad imitat-
ing baits, preferably soft baits, cast
quickly and accurately to a fresh
“boil” will be much more likely to
draw a strike. Minnow-shaped baits
excel for this application. Report by
Bob Maindelle, Holding the Line
Guide Service. Bass are schooling
up on the main lake so be ready
with some walking baits and oth-
er topwaters to catch quite a few
that way. Otherwise flip and drag
around any standing trees or look
for piles of grass around. You usu-
ally cannot go wrong with a crea-
ture bait, fluke or worm dragging
the grass in most places. Report by
Bryan Cotter, Texas Hawgs.

Tired of giving?

More and more, we
hear about people needing
a financial hand with some-
thing, for various reasons.
Unemployment, cancer or
other sickness, fire or flood,
you name it. With the world
ever-expanding via the digi-
tal world, you can find some-
one asking for a handout at
every turn. TV, newspaper,
radio, Internet, it’s all there,
all the time.

Years ago, we took our
kids to Washington, D.C.
for a family trip, and we
did quite a bit of walking
throughout our nation’s capi-
tal. Just a few blocks means
an entirely different thing
than it does in Copperas
Cove, or even Austin.

What surprised them
was the number of panhan-
dlers. In the Metro station,
on street corners, along the

My Front Porch ¢

sidewalks. They’d see us
from where they sat, and
if you made eye contact,
they’d rattle their can. Sure,
they had change in the cans
to make a bit of noise and
catch passersby’s attention,
but I'm sure they preferred
the dollars.

For me at least, it was
hard to walk by and not give
each of them a little some-
thing, but I did it. There were
so many, far more than I ever
remembered from visiting
D.C. when I was a kid, or
even in college.

After a while, I man-
aged to ignore the can rat-
tling, even as my heart said,
“That’s somebody’s father,
or brother, or son, or daugh-
ter, or...If it was my kid...”

After a while, it does get
a bit old, doesn’t it, with one
cause after another of some-

Lynette Sowell

one asking for something,
especially money? We start
ignoring the sound of the can
rattling, so to speak. There’s
something called compas-
sion fatigue, but in this case,
maybe our compassion gets
a bit worn out. Another need,
another call for money. Al-
ways another tragedy.

But, that’s life, isn’t it?
We do live in a world where
there are great needs. There
are people who are sick, and
their energy, along with their
family’s energy, is focused
on getting well again in the
face of incredible medical
costs, not all covered by in-
surance. Houses burn down.
Businesses fail.

Recent events remind
us that most of us have it
pretty comfortable. Our
needs are met. We have a
roof over our heads and

we're pretty sure we're go-
ing to eat tonight, and the
next morning, and the day
after that. We know we have
electricity and running water.
We have transportation. Or,
if we don’t have a vehicle,
we have transportation to get
us around for a dollar a ride.

But we are also re-
minded, and should remind
ourselves, of the great needs
surrounding us. It does get
tiring. Yet when we all shoul-
der a bit of the load together,
we can carry it.

This year, we ought
to give when and where
we can. Don’t give blindly
because not every cause is
necessarily a true cause, but
everyone’s little bit can add
up to a lot.

“Very few burdens are
heavy if everyone lifts” — an
Amish proverb

A Timely Consideration

Shop the Insanty * Dren Blai

As I type this, I'm in
the middle of something
that I don’t often get to ex-
perience these days: a Sat-
urday with no plans to go
anywhere and the house all
to myself.

The bad news is that I
accidentally broke a deco-
rative plate while trying to
water the plants. I splashed
a little trying to water
one plant, I went to clean
things up, I bumped one
item, and a domino effect
occurred causing the plate
to go over the edge. Start-
ing to think that perhaps
that shelf is just a wee bit
too crowded.

The good news is that
I was able to take a good
chunk of the morning
and get working on some

templetechnology.net

.Y Standards

a division

1.888.671.7007

free in home
consultation

www.StandardsLifeCycleSolutions.com

Your Local, Hometown

Healthcare Provider
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long-delayed projects. In
particular, I was able to
finish the final chapters
of two different books I'd
been reading, whereupon
I put those books away
and pulled out others I
still need to get to. I am,
unfortunately, being lit-
eral when I say that I have
books I bought 10+ years
ago that are still waiting
for me to read them.

In fact, there’s a lot
on my to-do list that it
seems like I might not get
around to ever actually do-
ing. Long story short I had
a medical episode in 2022
that did a number on my
stamina, and I’m still not
quite back to where I used
to be. Previously it was
nothing for me to be up as
late as midnight or later
unless I knew I specifi-
cally needed to be up early
the next day, and so I had a
lot of time on my hands to
get things done.

For example, on Tues-
day nights I would — if I

had nothing else going
— sit down in my den and
put on a DVD. Back when
I was in college, I would
avail myself of the local
garage sales, where I could
get DVDs, CDs, and other
media in bulk for cheap;
I’d then flip them online
via Half [dot] com, and put
the money towards tuition.
However, Half no longer
exists and I missed the
window to have my list-
ings placed on E-Bay in-
stead, so I now have literal
boxes of DVDs to move.
Thus, my plan to watch
each DVD and do a “retro”
review on each one to fur-
ther expand my stockpile.

Nowadays I'm lucky
if I can stay awake until
ten unless I’ve managed
to sleep in that day, and
so I’'m now well behind on
a lot of the projects I was
doing in the later evening.
Thus, the various projects
and tasks slowly piling up
and my having to make
some choices about what

I’m going to prioritize get-
ting done versus what I’'m
going to have to let go of.
For example, I’ve already
gone through a couple of
those boxes and donated a
number I no longer felt in-
terested in watching to the
library, which sells used
media to finance its sum-
mer reading program.

Folks, our health isn’t
guaranteed. Neither is the
amount of time we have,
either in a day or in our
lifetimes. There’s only so
long we can put something
off before we face the pros-
pect of it never happening,
whether it’s conquering a
stack of books, going back
to school, taking care of
your personal well-being,
or telling someone how
you feel about them. There
are things we should be
getting to sooner rather
than later, and “today” is
a good time for it to be
sooner. Ponder what needs
to be done, then do it.
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MCGUIRE TIRE
is looking to hire automotive tire/lube tech.
Apply in person 103 Lake Road in Belton, or
603 South First in Temple. Pay based on expe-
rience TFN

LEGALS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION - CIVIL
CAUSE NO. 25DCV353823

To :THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF
ROBERT JONES
Greetings:
You are hereby commanded to appear by filing
a written answer to the ORIGINAL PETITION
at or before 10 o’clock AM of the first Monday
after the expiration of 42 days from the date
of issuance of this Citation, the same being
Monday, at or before 10 o’clock AM, before
the Honorable 146th Judicial District Court,
Bell County, Texas to be held at the Bell
County District Courts Building in Belton,
Texas. Said ORIGINAL PETITION was filed
in said court on May 14, 2025.
The file number of said suit being No.
25DCV353823. The names of the parties in
said suit are:
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
VS. AILI JONES, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS
AT LAW OF ROBERT JONES DECEASED
The nature of said suit being substantially as
follows, to wit:
This proceeding concerns the foreclosure
of a lien on the following real property and
improvements commonly known as 1318
Honey Hill Dr., Temple, TX 76502, and more
particularly described as LOT NINE (9), IN
BLOCK ONE (1), OF LAKE POINTE PHASE
III, IN THE CITY OF TEMPLE, BELL
COUNTY, TEXAS, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT OF RECORD IN PLAT YEAR 2016,
NUMBER 71 A & B, PLAT RECORDS OF
BELL COUNTY, TEXAS.
This was issued at the request of attorney:
PETER K. KNAPP MILLER GEORGE &
SUGGS 6080 TENNYSON PKWYSTE 100
Plano TX 75024.
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: You have been
sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or
your attorney do not file a written answer with
the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 AM
on Monday next following the expiration of
forty- two days after you were served this cita-
tion and petition, a default judgment may be
taken against you. In addition to filing a written
answer with the clerk, you may be required to
make initial disclosures to the other parties of
this suit. These disclosures generally must be
made no later than 30 days after you file your
answer with the clerk. Find out more at Texas
LawHelp.org.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of
said Court at office in Belton, Texas, on June
16, 2025.
Joanna Staton District Clerk Bell County,
Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton,
Texas 76513 By: M Cortez Deputy Clerk
07.10,07.17,07.24,07.31

Cv2501139
SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

Christopher Mclntyre; Brian Le Fuel and
Catrice Jacla as co-executors of the Pierre
Henri

LeFuel aka Peirre H. LeFuel aka Pierre
LeFuel. Estate and all persons or entities
claiming any equitable

right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the prop-
erty described in the complaint aderse to plain-
tift’s title thereto named herein as

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:

(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE): Veena Menda NOTICE! You
have been sued. The court may decide against
you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information
below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this
summons and legal papers are served on you to
file a written response at this court and have a
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone
call will not protect you. Your written response
must be in proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more informa-
tion at the California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your
county law library, or the courthouse nearest
you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the
court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not
file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and
property may be taken without further warning
from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do
not know an attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may be eligible for free legal
services from a nonprofit legal services pro-
gram. You can locate these nonprofit groups at
the California Legal Services Web site (www.
lawhelpcalifomia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local
court or county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived fees and
costs on any settlement or arbitration award of
$10,000 or more in a civil case.

The court’s lien must be paid before the court
will dismiss the case. ;AVISO! Lo han deman-
dado. Si no responde dentro de 30 dias, la
corte puede decidir en su contra sin escuchar
su version. Lea la informacion a continuacion.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO después de
que le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales
para presentar una respuesta por escrito en
esta corte y hacer que se entregue una copia
al demandante. Una carta o una llamada
telefonica no lo protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en formato legal cor-
recto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte.
Es posible que haya un formulario que usted
pueda usar para su respuesta. Puede encon-
trar estos formularios de la corte y mas infor-
macion en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblio-
teca de leyes de su condado o en la corte que
le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota

Your home or land could be one
of your largest investments.

We would be honored to
represent you in this important
transaction.
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We KNOW Belton!
GoCov.com

(254) 939-3800

de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte
que le dé un formulario de exencion de pago de
cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la
corte le podrad quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes
sin mds advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable
que llame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no
conoce a un abogado, puede llamar a un servi-
cio de remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar
a un abogado, es posible que cumpla con los
requisitos para obtener servicios legales gra-
tuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin
fines de lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos
sin fines de lucro en el sitio web de California
Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.

org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California, (Wwww.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o €l colegio de abo-
gados locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los costos
exentos por imponer un gravamen sobre cual-
quier recuperacion de $10,000 6 mds de valor
recibida mediante un acuerdo o una concesion
de arbitraje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene
que pagar el gravamen de la corte antes de que
la corte pueda desechar el caso.

The name and address of the court is: (E/ nom-
bre y direccion de la corte es):

HUMBOLDT COUNTY SUPERIOR

COURT, 825 Fifth Street, Eureka, CA 95501
CASE NUMBER (Numero del Caso): CV 2 5
01139

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an attor-
ney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de teléfono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es): Eric

V. Kirk 176903 STOKES, HAMER, KIRK &
FIRPO LLP 381 BAYSIDE ROAD, SUITE

A (707) 822-1771 ARCATA, CALIFORNIA
95521

DATE: (Fecha) MAY 2 9 2025

Clerk, by (Secretario) MEARA HATTAN
JENNIFER BH , DEPUTY
07.03,07.10,07.17,07.24

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION - CIVIL
CAUSE NO. 25DCV353878

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW OF
JOHN HOLLEY
Greetings You are hereby commanded to
appear by filing a written answer to the
ORIGINAL PETITION at or before 10 o’clock
AM of the first Monday after the expiration
of 42 days from the date of issuance of this
Citation, the same being Monday, at or before
10 o’clock AM, before the Honorable 169th
Judicial District Court, Bell County, Texas
to be held at the Bell County District Courts
Building in Belton, Texas. Said ORIGINAL
PETITION was filed in said court on May 16,
2025. The file number of said suit being No.
25DCV353878.
The names of the parties in said suit are:
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
VS. WANDA LOREA MCDUFFIE,RHONDA
GAIL JOURDEN,THE UNKNOWN HEIRS
AT LAW OF JOHN HOLLEY, DECEASED
The nature of said suit being substantially as
follows, to wit: This proceeding concerns the
foreclosure of a lien on the following real prop-
erty and improvements commonly known as
1907 Silver Spur, Belton, TX 76513, and more

Doulblle T
Construction, Ime

IROOING

o Searmlless Guiters
o Custiom Calbimeis

o Windlow \
o Commtier Thops
o Windlow

All Work Warrantied and Insured
50 Years Local Experience

(254) 939-1934

doubletconstruction@hot.rr.com

www.DoubleTConstructionincTX.com
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particularly described as LOT FIFTEEN A
(15A), IN BLOCK ONE (1), IN REPLAT OF
LOTS 10-16, BLOCK 1, DAWSON RANCH
II, SECTION IlI, IN THE CITY OF BELTON,
BELL COUNTY, TEXAS, ACCORDING

TO THE PLAT OF RECORD IN CABINET
D, SLIDE 391-D, PLAT RECORDS OF

BELL COUNTY, TEXAS. This was issued at
the request of attorney: PETER K. KNAPP
MILLER GEORGE & SUGGS 6080
TENNYSON PKWYSTE 100 PLANO TX
75024. NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: You have
been sued. You may employ an attorney. If you
or your attorney do not file a written answer
with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00
AM on Monday next following the expiration
of forty two days after you were served this
citation and petition, a default judgment may be
taken against you. In addition to filing a writ-
ten answer with the clerk, you may be required
to make initial disclosures to the other parties
of this suit. These disclosures generally must
be made no later than 30 days after you file
your answer with the clerk. Find out more at
TexasLawHelp.org.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of
said Court at office in Belton, Texas, on June
26, 2025. Joanna Staton District Clerk Bell
County, Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909,
Belton, Texas 76513 By: M. Cortez Deputy
Clerk

07.03,07.10,07.17,07.24

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00393

To: TELECIA TUCKER

TIFFANY PATTERSON, Applicant and
Plaintiff, on July 03, 2025, filed an opposi-
tion to request for probate of will, TIFFANY
PATTERSON’S application to probate will

and for issuance of letters of administration,
motion for declaratory judgment, conversion
and motion for temporary restraining order and
temporary injunction in a proceeding styled:
LUTHER VINES, Deceased, and bearing the
number 25CPB00393 in the County Court of
Bell County, Texas.

The court will hear the aforesaid Application
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the
day of publication, from the date this citation
is published which will be July 10, 2025, in the
County Court at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell
County Justice Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in
Belton, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are
commanded to appear at or before the time set
for said hearing by filing a written contest or
answer to said application should they desire to
oppose or contest it.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed

in the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk,
Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas
76513.

The name and address of the attorney for
applicant is: Shayla Smith 8700 Stonebrook
Parkway Box 1996 Frisco TX 75034

The officer serving this Citation shall, in com-
pliance with the Law, serve it by publication
once in a newspaper of the general circulation
in this, the County in which the decedent last
resided as required by Section 202.052 of the
Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days

before the return day hereof, exclusive of the
day of publication, and the date of publication
said newspaper bears shall be the day of publi-
cation.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of
said Court at office on July 03, 2025.
Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton,
TX 76513
By: Sophia Nieto Deputy
07.10

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of Don Bacon,
Jr. were issued on July 1, 2025 in Cause No.
25CPB00354, pending in the County Court
at Law Number 1 of Bell County, Texas, to
Margie Bacon.
All persons having claims against the estate,
which is presently being administered, are
required to submit them, within the time and
manner prescribed by law, and before the estate
is closed, addressed as follows: c/o Neale
Potts, P.O. Box 969, Belton, TX 76513
Dated July 2, 2025
Neale Potts, Attorney for Executor of the Estate
of Don Bacon, Jr.
07.10

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of THOMAS P.
REILLY, Deceased, were issued on June 24,
2025, in Cause No. 25CPB00341, pending in
the
County Court-At-Law No: 1, Bell County,
Texas, to: DONNA K. REILLY.
All persons having claims against this Estate
which is currently being administered are
required to present them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner prescribed
by law.
c/o: DEVON S. LINZY Attorney at Law, PO
Box 428, TEMPLE, TX 76503
DATED the 1st day of July, 2025.
DEVON S. LINZY Attorney for DONNA
KREIL,L State Bar No.: 240862T8, PO Box
428, TEMPLE, TX 76503, Telephone: (254)
773-1663, Facsimile: (254) 773-2574, Email:
devon@linzythigpen.com
07.10

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION-PARENT
AND CHILD
To: Tristan Perez, any Unknown Father and All

Whom It May Concern, Respondents, in the
hereinafter-styled and numbered cause:

You have been sued. You may employ an attor-
ney. If you or your attorney do not file a written
answer with the clerk who issued this citation
by 10 a.m. on the Monday next following the
expiration of 20 days after you were served this
citation and petition, a default judgment may
be taken against you. The Amended Petition of
the Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services, Petitioner, was filed in the 146th
Judicial District Court of Bell County, Texas,
on April 3, 2025, against Eileen Aviles, Angel
Perez, Tristan Perez, Respondent(s), numbered
25DFAM352530, and entitled “In the Interest
of AIZYLNN PEREZ, et al., minor children.”
The suit requests to terminate the parent-child

relationships and/or to appoint a managing con-
servator of the children. The date and place of
birth of the children who are the subject of the
suit are: AIZYLNN PEREZ, DOB: October 11,
2022, Place of birth: Texas,

AVERI PEREZ, DOB: July 21, 2024, Place of
birth: Texas

The court has authority in this suit to render an
order in the children’s interest that will be bind-
ing on you, including the termination of the
parent-child relationship, the determination of
paternity, and the appointment of a conservator
with authority to consent to the child’s adop-
tion.

The name and address of the attorney for plain-
tiff is Susan Parker, Bell County Attorney’s
Office, P.O. Box 1127, Belton, TX 76513
Issued and given under my hand and seal of
the Court at Belton, Texas, this the 30 day of
June 2025

Joanna Staton, District Clerk of Bell County,
Texas, 1201 Huey Road, P.O. Box 909, Belton,
TX 76513

By: C Rodriguez, Deputy

07.10

THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CASE NUMBER 25CPB00414

To: UNKNOWN HEIRS

JACKIE PURCELL, II, Applicant, on June 30,
2025, filed an application for determination of
heirship and letters of independent administra-
tion in a proceeding styled: JACKIE LEON
PURCELL, III, Deceased, and bearing the
number 25CPB00414 in the County Court of
Bell County, Texas.

The court will hear the aforesaid Application
after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of the
day of publication, from the date this citation

is published which will be July 10, 2025, in the
County Court at Law #1 Courtroom, at the Bell
County Justice Complex, 1201 Huey Road, in
Belton, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid estate are
commanded to appear at or before the time set
for said hearing by filing a written contest or
answer to said application should they desire to
oppose or contest it.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed

in the office of Shelley Coston, County Clerk,
Bell County, Texas, PO Box 480, Belton, Texas
76513.

The name and address of the attorney for appli-
cant is: DANIEL PALMER, 100 N. RITCHIE
ROAD STE 200, WACO TX 76712

The officer serving this Citation shall, in com-
pliance with the Law, serve it by publication
once in a newspaper of the general circulation
in this, the County in which the decedent last
resided as required by Section 202.052 of the
Texas Estate Code, for not less than ten days
before the return day hereof, exclusive of the
day of publication, and the date of publication
said newspaper bears shall be the day of publi-
cation.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of
said Court at office on June 30, 2025.

Shelley Coston County Clerk of Bell County,
Texas, PO Box 480, 1201 Huey Road, Belton,
TX 76513

By: Sophia Nieto Deputy

07.10

CADENCE BANK
CENTER

toth annval P@T EXTRAVAGANZA!

QShowcase adoptable pets O Sell unique pet products, home goods & more
() Giant Trick-or-Treat for kids & pets () Promote animal rescue

October 11 & 12

RescueMagazine@Yahoo.Com

Engage with THOUSANDS OF ATTENDEES alongside special guest, Captain Dan Sparrow from the UK! CAN’T MAKE THE
EVENT??? Consider one of many SPONSORSHIPS. Whether you're a vendor, nonprofit, performer, or food truck, this is
YOUR CHANCE to reach thousands of pet lovers, families, and shoppers in a HIGH-ENERGY, FUN-FILLED ENVIRONMENT.

254-231-3690
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English Maids has been a long-standing dependable
and trustworthy business offering residential cleaning
services to Belton and the Central Texas communi-
ties for over a decade. The business was started by
Kay English out of her home in Waco in 2006, and
her daughter, Lauren English-Thurman joined the
business in 2009. The company then expanded from
Waco to serve surrounding communities, including
Belton, Salado and Temple. The mother-daughter
team focuses on providing the best service for res-
idential and commercial cleaning, offering weekly,
bi-weekly and monthly cleaning.

“During COVID, it was really important because
a lot of people were trying to keep their house clean
and sanitized,” said Lauren English-Thurman. “Our
motto is a clean home is a healthy home.”

Every home is cleaned and disinfected during every
visit, she added. English-Thurman said that some
of their customers utilize their services because they
physically cannot clean or do it themselves.

“I get the most joy when we can go in and help

Shewease

us sweep you off yourfeet.”

them, and then they’re so appreciative because it
helps their overall quality of life to have a clean
home,” Thurman-English added. “And it definitely
helps the busy moms working and things like that,
but I find the most satisfaction when I can help
somebody that would not otherwise be able to do
it.”The company employs around 10 to 12 employ-
ees at each of its offices, in both Waco and Belton.
Each employee is well-trained, screened and has
passed a background check. They are also insured,
bonded and carry workers’ compensation.

“I think what sets us apart is we’re family owned
and operated,” English-Thurman said. “We pay spe-
cial attention to detail. I talk to our customers on a
regular basis, build a relationship with them, so that
we can customize their cleaning.”

English Maids is a member of The Cleaning For
a Reason Foundation and offers free cleanings to
women receiving cancer treatment. For more infor-
mation, visit www.englishmaids.biz orcall 254-231-

Catering & Events:
AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND FOR BIRTHDAYS,
CORPORATE EVENTS, SCHOOL FUNCTIONS,

WEDDINGS, AND MORE.

219 S East Street Bolton, TX 76513
Behind The Gin)

www.scottisitalianice.com

Bell County Museum

A Sense
of Place:
Art of
Billy
Hassell

opening
1252025

This beautiful art exhibit features nature inspired
paintings and lithographs by Texas artist Billy
Hassell. His colorful and expressive art works,
frequently featuring birds and indigenous plants and
animals, have been exhibited nationwide and are
included in the permanent collections across Texas.
This exhibit features interactive elements fo
visitors of all ages.

NER

Dollar for Junk Cars!
We Can Haul it Too!

(254) 939-6700

Budget

Self Service Auto Parts
Bring your oun tools”
*Open 7 Days a Week*
4497 W. Hwy. 190 e Belton
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© Enter to win at Mariposa's booth

©Tues., 23Sept25, 0800-1300

© Bell County Expo Center

$10,000

Free registration for event:
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Bell
County
Senior

EXpO

+ worth of door prizes
from 250 vendors

BellCountySeniorExpo
2025.EventBrite.Com
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Hamm’s Tile & Marble

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Showers, Floors, Walls

:
A

254-231-901

Wesley@HammsTileAndMarble.Com
HammsTileAndMarble.com

Frank Turner, Jr. & Employees

106 South East St. » 939-5791

MONTEITH
Abstract &Title Co

Home Owned Since 1876

BELTON/MORGAN'’S POINT RESORT

Agape Christian Center
321 N. Penelope ~ 254.939.WORD

Anchor of Hope Fellowship
5700 F.M. 439 ~ 254.721.6514

Belton Christian Church
9425 W FM ~ 436 254.939.1172

Belton Church of Christ
3003 N. Main ~ 254.939.1816

Belton Church of God in Christ
1122 W. 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.1697

Belton First Assembly of God
500 S. TH-35 ~ 254.933.2803

Belton Lighthouse
1001 NE Loop 121 ~254.654.7278

Belton Nazarene Church
1701 Sparta Rd ~ 254.939.3404

Bethel A.MLE. Church
401 S. Davis St. ~254.939.6090

Central Texas Cathedral Worship
Center
700 S. Main Street ~ 254.831.3064

Christ Bible Baptist Church
1590 Jack Rabbit Rd ~254.939.9247

Christ the King Catholic Church
310 E. 24th Ave. ~ 254.939.0806

Christian Tabernacle Church
Apostolic UPC
1010 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.3464

Cornerstone Community Church
5081 Dog Ridge Rd ~ 254.721.8250

Crossroads Church
500 South 1-35 ~ 254.939.2122

Dominion Life Chapel
105 Green Briar St. ~ 254.563.0472

Elm Grove Baptist Church
6388 Elm Grove Rd. ~254.933.8127

Family Gospel Church
2210 Holland Rd. ~ 254.721.0707

Fellowship Baptist Church
2025 Morgan’s Point Rd ~ 254.780.2388

First Baptist Church Belton
506 N. Main St. ~ 254.933.3391

First Christian Church of Belton
306 E. Fifth Ave. ~ 254.654.5096

First Mexican Baptist Church
703 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.6900

First Presbyterian Church of Belton
2500 Church Street ~254.939.2115

First United Methodist Church
205 E. 3rd Ave. ~ 254.939.5703

Free Pentecostal Church of Jesus
1111 Cacti Lane ~ 254.933.8201

Freedom Bible Fellowship
3087 W. Ave. D ~254.933-3310

Holy Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ
of the Apostolic Faith
519 S. Pearl St. ~254.613.4591

Hope Community Church
507 Mitchell St. ~254.933.8222

Hope Tabernacle
202 E. 1st Ave. ~254.933.8222

Iglesia de Cristo
3303 N. Main ~ 254.939.6910

Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church
1215 S. Wall St. ~ 254.939.0824

Keys Valley Baptist Church
4393 W. US Hwy. 190 ~ 254.939.1650

Lakeview Baptist Church
7717 N Hwy. 317 ~254.780.1884

Liberty Church
302 E. Central Ave. ~254.933.7107
Liberty in Christ Church

2520 N. Main ~ 254.939.3337

Miller Heights Baptist Church
1400 S. Wall St. ~254.939.1835

Ministerios Vida
2020 S. TH-35 ~254.624.8015

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church
218 Alexander St. ~254.939.5621

New Life Fellowship
706 E. 4th. ~254.939.8011

Nolan Valley Baptist Church
13206 W. FM 93~ 254.721.5998

Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ
117 N. Birdwell St. ~254.939.0822

Redeemer Reformed Baptist Church
2378 FM 1670 ~ 818.519.9855

Temple Vision de lo Alto
4357 Orchard Hill ~ 254.563.1231

Trinity Full Gospel
810 East 2nd Ave. ~ 254.939.7673

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Bell County
1726 Morgan’s Point Rd. ~ 254.778.8034

~TEMPLE ~
Christ Episcopal Church and School
300 N. Main St. ~254.773.1657

Christian Life Church
4343 West FM 93 ~ 254.939.2626

Covenant Lutheran Church
4202 Hickory Rd. ~254.733.7718

Eighth Street Baptist Church
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. ~
254.773.2598

First Baptist Church Temple
8015 West Adams Ave. ~ 254.773.6866

First Christian Church of Temple
300 N 5th St~ (254) 773-9061

First Methodist Church Temple, GMC
102 N. 2nd Temple. TX ~ 254.773.7992

First Presbyterian Church Temple
12 West French ~ 254.773.3407

Foundation Church
10751 W. Adams ~ 254.780.9673

Grace Baptist Church
740 Jayline Drive ~ 254.773.1401

Grace Comm. Primitive Baptist Church
3111 N. 3rd St ~254.774.8192

Grace Presbyterian Church

2401 S 57th ~ 254.773.2134

Harvest Church
2501 General Bruce Dr. ~ 254.780.3566

Immanuel Lutheran Church
2109 W. Ave H ~ 254.773.3898

Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd. ~254.939.0682

New Hope Church of God
2005 W. Ave D., Suite D. ~ 254.742.2181

Oak Park United Methodist Church

Jel‘ry Graves mncuisezx
310 E. Central Ave.. 254-877-2628

5505 South 31st St. ~254.773.3021

St. Francis Episcopal Church & School
5001 Hickory ~254.733.4255

St. Luke’s Catholic Church
2807 Oakdale Dr. ~254.773.1561

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
1018 S 7th St. ~254.773.4541

Popelka Law Firm, PLLC

Drew Popelka

(254) 774-T880

6173 W. Adams Ave. e Ste. C-201 » Temple, TX
templeattorney@sbcglobal.net « www.popelkalaw.com

Taylors Valley Baptist Church
2497 W. FM 93 ~ 254.939.0503

Temple Bible Church

3205 Oakview Drive ~ 254.778.3233

Temple First Church of the Nazarene
5000 S. 31st ~254.773.3744

Unity Church of Temple
318 N. 2nd ~ 254.770.0070

today, tomorrow, the future

Vineyard Christian Fellowship
7425 W Adams Ave. ~ 254.778.2802

Vista Community Church
7051 Stonehollow Dr. ~254.774.7992

Wildwood Baptist Church

Residential & Commercial

1200 East FM 2410 » Harker Heights
(254) 698-8751 * 939-5665

5195 Cedar Creek Rd. ~254.773.3177

Have You Ever Been Truly Afraid?

John C. Perry

Fear is something we all know in-
timately. It creeps in, sometimes unex-
pectedly, sometimes lingering longer
than we’d like. Most of the time, fear
is a helpful signal, a warning that pro-
tects us from danger. But sometimes,
fear becomes something more.

I'have lived with an irrational fear
for as long as I can remember, acro-
phobia, the fear of heights. It’s one of
the most common phobias, affecting
roughly 6% of people. Mine took hold
in childhood and never quite let go.
But one experience stands out as one
of the most terrifying moments of my
life.

I was 11 years old, living in
Dallas. A group of older boys in the
neighborhood invited me to go on a
bike ride, and I eagerly said yes. We

stopped at nearly finished water tow-
er a few miles away. The construc-
tion fence had been taken down, and
climbing to the top seemed like a real
adventure.

Going up was easy, I felt no
fear. But at the top the very moment
I looked down, panic took over. My
acrophobia paralyzed me, and while
the others moved freely, I stayed as far
back from the edge as possible. When
they started climbing down, I couldn’t
follow. My feet refused to move, and
my mind spiraled into terror.

They yelled for me to come down,
but I wouldn’t budge. Eventually, they
rode away, leaving me stranded. Time
passed, and I started to believe I might
never get down. Then, voices from be-
low. Someone was climbing up.

A fireman appeared, his calm
presence cutting through my fear.
To this day, I don’t know who called
the Fire Department, but the fireman
assured me he would help. Another
fireman followed, and they gently in-
structed me to close my eyes and trust
them. Securing a harness, they guid-
ed me down step by step, their steady
voices leading the way.

When 1 finally touched solid
ground, relief flooded over me. They
loaded my bike onto the firetruck and

Me Gregor Welding Supply Co

Welding Equipment and Supplies

drove me home. It was a Saturday, and
I knew my dad would be home, and 1
feared his reaction. One fireman spoke

Mon - Fri: 730 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 730 am - 12:00 pm

with him while the other unloaded my 110(523:2 3(13131-211536513
bike. As I walked past my dad, he sim- * *
ply said, “Go to your room.”

I braced for punishment. Instead, ﬂd‘i/ian’s

he came in and asked, “Did you learn
anything from this?”

I answered, “Yes, sir.”

And that was the end of it. No
other punishment, and no ridicule.

I'still have acrophobia, but it’s not
as severe. Today, though, I find solace

GARAGE

5225 SouTtH 31ST STREET
TEMPLE , TEXAS 76502
774-7510
General Auto Repair &
Maintenance

in Scripture. Isaiah 41:10 reminds me:

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not ( ~\
dismayed, for I am your God.” And 2
Timothy 1:7 offers strength: “For God
v £ \V/' Extraco | Letssuid
gave us a spirit not of fear but of pow- Banks Some Dreams™
er and love and self-control.” But my ’
favorite verse is Psalm 34:4: “I sought
the Lord, and he answered me and de- 774.5500 | Belton | extracobanks.com
livered me from all my fears.”
I wish T had known that verse \_ Y,
back then. But even in my fear, I be-
lieve I was never truly alone.
John C. Perry is the Lay Leader
with New Life Methodist Church. They
meet every Sunday at 9 a.m. (Bible Study)
and 10 a.m. (Worship Service) in the Sal-
ado Middle School at 1169 Williams Rd. Monday - Fid GET PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
- b
800um - 5:0pm 254.770.0932

Feel free to write us, info@bestwaycarpets.net
3206 Airport Rd, Temple, TX 76504

Saturday
9:00am - 1:00pm

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars ¢ Pickups ® Trucks * 18 Wheelers

3815 Shallow Ford West
Temple, TX 76502

Statewide 24 Hours Anywhere
Cars © Pickups © Trucks * 18 Wheelers
Motorcycles © Forklifts ® Small Tractors

Phone: (254) 771-1303
Fax: (254) 771-5613
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Readers
Choice

=_|_rt—;'-fA N AGY For All
PLUMBING

« Commercial/Residential

«New Construction & Remodels 254-760-9334

« Sewer lines & Camera Services

Your
Plumbing
Needs

I-35 Exit 294B | 778-4285

www.DonRingler.com

939-5132

Norman
Building FAMILY OWNED
Materials AND OPERATED
SINCE 1945

1010 S. Main St. « Belton

STAAS PLUMBING COMPANY, INC.
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First Presbyterian Church
2500 Church Street
Belton, TX 76513
Worship Service at 11am

REPUTATION BUILT ON SERVICE

2101 W. AVENUE M - TEMPLE, TEXAS 76504

tpcbelton@gmail.com
www.fpcbelton.org

778-2575
KEN STAAS

All Are Welcome in Person or on Zoom!

Rev. Kathy Vineyard, Pastor
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